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CHAPTER I 

·4fHJ PORNA'fIOB OP THE ALABAMA AID 

OHAT'fAtfOOGA RAILROAD OOMPAJY 

<.The Alabama and Chattan.oega Railroad Company was 

termed-in Deeember, 1868., out ot the purobaae ot the 

Borth Baat and South Weat Al&baaa Railroad by the Wills 

Valley: Railroad Oompaay to build a railroad diagonally 

across the nortbern halt ot Alabama, connecting Ollatta­

aooga and Meridian 

The Korth la.at and south west Railroad Company had 

been incorporated on J)ecea'ber 12, 1853, to construct a 

1>a1lroad trom some point on tbe Southern Railroad near 

Rarion, JU.e11aa1pp1 1 through Eutaw, Tuscalooaa., and BlJ-
.. 

ton, and rrom there to one or the railroads leading to 
. l 

ltnoxville, Tennessee. The Wills va11e1 Railroad Company 

bad been lacorporated on Jtebruaey 3, 1852. to build a 

railroad from some point on the Alabama. and Tennessee 

R1versRa1lroad througn De Kalb County, to some pobrt on 
-~ 2 

the Georgia and Tenneaaee Jta.11.road in Leekout va11e1. On 

l. Ao~• . .2!. ... Al_a_b_aaa_ .. _, 1853-1854, pp. 270-280. 

2. Ibid., 1857 .. 1858, PP• 161-162. 
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February 6, 1858, the General Aaaeabl7 bad autnorized the 

two companies to conaol1date,3 but they we!'e not con ... 

eol1dated betore the C1v1l var. 

The two companies emerged from the C1v1l war com­

pletely independent or each other. or tbe two tne Willa 

Valley Railroad was in mueb better condition. Its total 

aaseta 1nlre $1.100,000 while its lJ.ab1l1t1es were only 

$454,ooo. Its twenty miles ot track rm-ming aouthweat­

ward from Chattanooga which the war bad left in •tair 
4 

running condition" bad been repaired. During its first 

2 

tour aon:tba or operation atter the war the Company had 

ea!'ned $6.,460.00, while it expended $8"806.20. However, 

the expend1tUPel included tbe coat or repairing tbe war 

daaagea •. On Na7 1, 1868 bua1nea1 proapec1u1 looked tavor-
5 ,able. 

The Worth last and South weet Ra.11:-oad Company was 

ln much worse cond1t1on. On Rovea'b.er 8, 1865, the corapany 

,ralued lta total assets at $1.786,231.15, moat ot wh1ch 

was in land gPa.nts wb1eh would probably be lost, and its 

.• 

4. "Preatdent•a Revort to the stockholders ot Wills 
Valley Ka. llroa .. d Compan7 1 ll&J 1 f 1866 1 HOWH Rerort Jlo. 34 1 
39th Congrese,. 2nd seaeion, IV \1866.1867J, its~ -1<524. 
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tot.al 11&b111t1es were $6·93,156.07. It the ·1and graata 

were ,retained .. this would leave only $1.093"075.78 with 

which to complete the road, and 1t would take $2.,575,919 

to complete it. Ot the entire line only the twenty-seven 

miles between Meridian and York Station had been completed, 

and the grading wh1ob had been done north of York Statton 

bad weathered badly during the war. ltter an unsucceastul 

atteapt to ocnpl•t• a portion or the road, the stockholders 
6 

authorized their president, Kotutrt Jemiaen, JP., to sell 

the road, 7 but ht was unable to rind a bu7°er. 

6. Robert Jemison waa born in 1802, near Augusta, 
Georgia. He . atud1ed law at the 1Jn1ver.1t:, of Georgia. In 
1826 be moved to Pickens County, Alabama, were he was a 
planter until 1830. In 1836 he 11oved to Tuacalooaa1 Alabama, and establ1abed a aaw m111, tlour 11111, toil­
er1dge;, and a stage coacb line. He s•i-ved on tbe state 
legislature 1840-50 and the State Senate, 1851-63. In 
1861 he represented Tuac.alooaa County at the Alabama aeeea­
eton convent1on1 .. wh•r•.·· he was .. the leader ot the group op­
posed to aeoesa on. In 1863 he was elected to the Con­
federate senate, where be aerved until tb·e end ot the war. 
He asa1ated 1n promoting tbe .. seima, loae, and ])t.lton Rail­
l:"oad and the »orth last aJld South west Alaba• Railroad. 
Be b•••• president ot ·tae latter 1n 1863. He d.1ed in 
1871 •. -ra011&1 M. owen,.H,J.stoH at Al.ab~ and ~1otlona£l 
flt Alabama B105r"enz, VoI. :C , p. ftm. 

Book ot tb•.•••tltJa ot tat Board ot .. .· .. •riu,a ~outfi ••• n,;:r:.,:i-oa~ ~~nz. 
Book . , Jemison rapers, p.. 5. Het'elnatter cited 

aa lltn~t•• Boot. The Jemison Papen are located in the 
.Ala6ama Co1t1,i1on or the t1nl••rs1t1 ot Alabama Llbrar,.. 
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On Pebruary 19, 1867 the General Aeatmbly passed an 

act wh1ob atSaulattd interest 1n railroad bulld1ng 1n 

Alabama. Thu act provided that when a railroad oompleted 

and equipped twent7 mllee ot continuous track, tbe Gov. 

ernor was authorised to endorse 1:ia tlret mortgac·• bonds 

at tbe rate ot $12,000 per 1111• and to endor•• its bonds 

at th1• rate tor each subsequent twent7 ll1les tiniabed 

until the road wa• completed. Railroads wblch extended 

outside the atate w•r• el1g1ble to reet1ve tb• benerlta or 

this aot 1t the governor was· oonv1aoet that 11117 would be 

o•pleted in a rtason&ble length ot tiae, but railroads 

that owed th• state aone7 were not el1g1ble until ta.er had 

settled their debts to tbe atate.8 

ftlh act did not alter Jemison•• ettorte to sell the 

lforth aat and South Vest, since 1t owed tbe state over 

♦300,0009 toJ:t a loan 1t bad reeetved trom the tJ:aree per 

8. Acts ot AlAbanta1 1866.1867, pp. 685•694. Bonda 
were also tio be endorsed. tor the con1truet1011 ot bride••. 
It the 'bridges were oonstructed ot wood., the bonds were to 
be ,endorsed at the rate or autr dollaPS p•r 11nea1 toot, 
and 1t coaatneted ot iron at tbe rat• or one hundred 
dellara per lineal to•t• 'rh•• bond• 0011stltut1d a l1en 
Ofl the roads and oouldnot 'be sold tor le1s.ttlan ntnetr 
eeata. Oft ttu, dollm-•.. !O ~· ellgS.ble undtr. tb11 •• , a Po&d 
must ·.••. •.' leaat. thlrtf ml.lea l. o,, .. 1 .•... and. tbe ··P••11d•n .. t.· .and 
a maJor1ty or tbe dlreoton muat ,.. wltbln t•• State. 

9. On l>eoeaber 16, 1868, tbls de'bt WU ♦316,85,,32. 
aep7 ot the acto,mt or the Korth last and South west 
Alabanta.aa11:road.Coapan7.with tbe .state.or Alabaaa, 
Moveabel' 11, 1868, Jemison fapera, rolder 9. 
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oent rund,10 By May 26 be had made a contl"&ct to sell tbe 

Company to J. C. Waddell or V1ckaburg, but Waddell re­

fused to stgn tbe contract on dlscovertng he could not 

settle tbe debt to the state w1tb the governor~ R.R. 

Patton.11 »urina 1pr11,1868,Jem1son sold the co.pan, to 
12 Ada.ms, Scott, and Associates, a •Ui>•pan,- coaposed or the 

10 .. '?be three per cent tund had been. established 
when Alabama. was admitted to tbe Union 1n 1819. Three 
per cent ot the proceeds or the sale or so••rmaent land 
in.Alabama was to be given to the State.of Alabama to be 
used tor internal improvements. !he stat• bad placed 
this m.one7 1n the State Bank. When 'tb• bank tailed the 
State lost the tund .. BJ an Act ot Pebruary 18, 1860, the 
oenex-al Aaseblbly recreated the three per cent tund and 
loaned porttons ot it to yar:lous railroads. Under this 
A,et the Borth last and Soutb weat Railroad was loaned 
$218,000 and the Wills Valley $75,000 tor tlve 7ean at 
the rate or six per cent. la.eh lean was secnired by a 
,ond ror double the amount or the loan eom,t1tut1ng a 
mortgage oa t.he .. wbole road, and tbt g;overnor was empowered 
to sell the road.upon tatlure or eithei- l"'O&d to.make pay-
ment. Ao~•- labama,, l859•l86o. P• 54J W,llliam B. 
M&.Pt1n, ?nreraa ovem 1n Alab&ma1 PP• 68•72. _____ ..,.,._ 

11. •• Book, p. 11,73 and p. 119. Robert Miller 
tatton was ·orn n !Sl.59 in Rusiutl ccunt1 • V1rg1n1a 
dled 1n 1885 .1n Sw••t water, Ala~. In 1829 be moved to 
Florence, Alabaa&,.wberebe operated a large plantation. 
He wu eleottd to beth the no•• and senat.e, being rresi­
de»t ot tbe ,enate aeveral ti•••. He was a member or the 
atate ••oeaslon convention,, where lle opposed aeeualon, 
Durlng the war be waa a cont•4erate e--.1ss1oner. He was 
OovemOP or tne ltate tram 1865 to 1867. Aft.er .. that he 
wa, e ed tn railroad building. Be Pres1dent . ot 
the•· s va11e7Railroad company and later or the South 
and BorthA1&1,ama Railroad Coapan7. Thoma.a M~.ldor7 Owen, f!!!°ff ,.!?f.•~~ Ud Metl~ !!!, Alabama Bil.ogNEm!, 

12. Robert Jem1aon., Jr., to .aeorge c. Waddell, 
Apr11 30, 1868, lemlson Papers, Letter'b•ok VI, P• 855. 
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pr1nc1pal bond boldera ot th$ North Bast and South west,13 

under the attpulation that they would Ne•i•• ttu, 

compaa7•a a11eta and pa.7 otr its 11ab111tlu. Since 

t1Ht1r $231,80014 
:ln bonds plus interest made up a large 

part ct the company's $818,977.14 total lS.abllltlea,15 

settlement ct the debt to the state would le;ave leas than 

one third ot the total 11ab111tlo to pay ott. Beaides, 

1ettlement ot this del>t would make it possible to tinanee 

the construction ot the road by the sale of state en­

dorsed bonds. Hotfever, Seott, Adams, and Aasooiatea en­

countered the same obstacle Waddell had encountered, 

naael7 Governor Patton. 

oovePnor Patton, who was president ot the Wills 

V&lle7 ftallr;oad Company• had bl1 own plans tor the Horth 

Bait and South Veat Railroad. On ttav 23 :tut had wr1ttan, 

Jem1aen suggeatlng that th• Jlortb Baat and South.West and 

the Wills Valley bit oonsolidated under th• Boston 

13. The company Soott, Adams, and Aasoeiatea was 
e oapotHtd or Jee•• Adba, Thomae . seott • w. A. o. 1on1tt1, 
and c •..•• Ruehlng •. Scott and Ad&MI ewrted fl65#000.ot the 
bends taaued by the Noi-th last and South veat~ Jenee 
owned 7,600, Ind Jhtlblng Mm•d 919,200* .Tb• total aatNnt 
the North le.et and south West owed all ot 1ta bond holders 
was $276t95T~6T, 11Stat••nt ot Bona, ot the North Bait 
and South ·••t Alabama Railroad Coap&a7, 3 /i • d •, proba.bl7 
October., 186§7, 3'a1son Papera, t.etterbook--.S.- p. 156. 

14. Ib1d. 
•• 1J 

15. •.statement or Assets and Lla'b111t1e1, 1
• March l, 

1867, Jemlaon Papers, folder 9. 
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.oap!taliata who controlled the Wtlla Valley Company •16 

Soon atterward Jttdson went to Morfigoaeey to oonter with 

Pattot1, but no ag~eaemt could 'be reached, beoa\llle both 

roads we:,,e subJeet to liens and ene•branc•s-17 

On June 13.J•Ddaon went to Mob1le to dtsousa tbe 

poas11>111ty ot fHlnso1144-t1on with tbe Wills valley with 

Scott. Ada.al, and Aesoolatea. They agre.a to ooQSolida• 

tion and appointed Jeals♦n their gttl\e%'al agent to look 
18 att•r tbel• interests. 

On June 19 J..taon wrote Patton that the Borth last 

and louth Weat•s debt to the state was tbe only obstacle 

1n the war ot conaolldatlon. ea tbe nut d&7 Governor 

Patton requested that Jemison come to Montgoaeey so tbat 

thia debt oollld be settled before h• lett ott1c•. Jemison 

•••t to Rontgoaeey• but the debt was not settled, because 

J-.1mon would not agree to eonsol1date on Patton•s tePaS. 

When Patt~n tailed to get the terms be des1red troa 

16. Report or Prealdent R. J-.taon., Jr., to the 
Direct.ors ot the Horth Bast and South weet Ala.baa Rall­
road compan,-,, Bepteab_. 15., 1868, Letter,ttook H, J>. 70. 
Berelnatter reterred to aa Report or Jhieon. ffhls r•• 
port was J..S.son•e defene• ot his refut1al to consolidate 
with the Wills Valley :Railroad. In uelng this report t.be 
author has tried to make all01Janoe tor thle bias and also, 
ba.1 atte11pted to check t1ie report with other evidence. 
In the author''• opinion J;em11on•1 aeecriptlon or his 
deali,"e wttb Qovtrnor Patton la ••••ntlall7 ce.reot, 
wb.11• be reaaone •• gives t011 bis aetloas ue queatie.a• 
able. 

17-. Il)1tt. 

18. Illt • 



Jemison .. be d1scov•r•d var, auddenlJ he had been quite 

rtlliaa in bu d.uty 1n not advert1:1ng and au,111:ng the 

Bead under the mortgage to the State." Patton carried 

out hts duty in the case or llortb last and South vest 

Railroad Company, despite the tact that he negleeted it 

1n tbe case ot tour other reads, one of which was the 

Wills Valley. 'lo check Patten•• mov·e Jemison advised 

Seott, A.dams. and Aasoetatea to eutll the company•e land 

grant under th• deed or trust to the bondholders. 19 

Patton and Jemison carried ·their tight into the 

General Asse.bl:y. BJ Jul7 4 Governor Patton had intro­

duced two bills into the legi.slature, one to amend the 

ob.arter or the Wills Valley Railroad Company and tbe 

8 

other to amend the chart•r of the New Orleans, Mobile, and 
20 

Chattanooga Railroad Company. Jemuon succeeded 1n de-

laying the passage of the first bill until Jul7 201 the 

day before Patton left tor Boston. This act greatly 

strengthened Patton•• position by extending the Wills 

Valley•s southwestern terminus to Elyton and giving it the 
21 

right to consolidate with any road it cboae. Wt.th 

19. .Ibi,d •. ., PP• 71~73. 

20. Ib • The ?-lew Orleans, Mobile, and Chattanooga 
Railroad c•~ waa chartered by tb• l. 1elatur,e 
Nov•mber 24,, 6, tor tbe purpose ot bu ld1ng a railroad 
treamobile westward to Bew Orl•ans and northward io 
Chattanooga. Aete ot Ala.baaa, 1866•1867:1 PP• 6-18. 

21. let$ .2£. llabam&, 1868, p. 5+ 



Pa.tton out of the way Jemison etruek back by getting th• 

General .las<1mbl7 to suspend sale or the NOl"th East and 
' 22 

South west. Howe'yer, he tailed to prevent the passage 

9 

ot the bill amending the charter or the New Orlea.ns 1 

Mobile, and Chattanooga Railroad Coapan7 so that 1t could 

oonaolidate with any :road it obose.23 The passage of 

Patton'.& two b11ls apparently greatly disturbed Jemison 

becauae, on August 15 be wrote Scotti 

Indeed l eannot 1a&g1ne any tUJ-tber 
or add1t1ona1 power the legialature 
can £1lJl't them. • • • It they oan 
now procure a liberal land 
gNu1 rcn Congress • .• • • Ho road 
can succestullJ o oem,etew1th 
tbls ... 0th corporation. .Like 
Aarons Rod it may swallow up all 
other 18112 d Corporations w1tb1n 
the state.· 

Patton seems to ha•• been using the th.Peat of con­

solidation wlth tbe New Orleatts, Mobile, and Chattanooga 

Railroad to secure more tavorab1e consolidation terms 

trom the Horth Bast and south west. On Auauat 8 he wrote 

J. ll. Pitta ot Tuscaloosa from BOtlton tbat be had be,en 

made au otter ot consolidation by the Mew Orleans» Mcb11e, 

It,1(!. 

Acts of Ala'bama, 1868, pp. 121-128, 
,, , , . ~ ,4, . .. . .• 

24. rtobe~t Jemison, Ir., to Thomas Scott, August 
15, 1868, Jemisot1 Papers., Letterbook H, pp. 15.17. 
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and Chattanooga Railroad c011pany but tbat he preterrea to 

consolidate with the North last and South West. He said 

that he was 'br1ng1ng a group ot Boston capitalists south 

with b.1m and that be would like to know 1t some agreement 

oould not be mad• between the two railroads and these 

capitalists. 25 i'1tts gave this letter to Jbison,. who 

answered lt 1D a lettei?, the tone or wh1ch sbwed J-.1son1 a 

annoyanee w1th Patton tor not dealini d1r•otly with him. 

In this letter Jamison said be bad reJected Patton•s otter 

because it was •ruinous to the interestn he repreae11ted 

and because 1t was obvious t1~011 Patton•s remarka and 

aationa that he wanted to build •onl7 such portions and 

partett of tht North last and South West Railroad "as might 

suit the views and interests ot the v. v. R.R. co. and 

tbe N. Orleans, Mobile & Chattanooga R.R. co.•26 Jemison 

aga1n otrer«ui Patton the same terms ot oonaol1dat1on he 
21 

has prey1ously otrer•d hims r:trst, the baeis ot eon-

sol1dat1on was tQ be either the aaount expended on each 

25. Roo•rt Jemison., Jr., to J,. a. F1tta, August 8, 
1868, J'•ison Papers# Letterboolt a. pp. 15-17 ♦. 

26. R. Jemison, Jr •• to R. M. Patton, August 15, 
1868., Letterbook B, lh 23. 

27. Ib1d,, P• 24. 
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road--$500,000.00 1n tbe oaae ot tne lf111s Valley Company 

and $1,500,000.00 1a the ease et the Horth la.et and south 

weat Coapa117--or th• value of the r•epeetlve roads aa 

a11,rtalned 'bJ compete,11t Judgee; aecond., ea.oh road was 

to i-eoel•• th.is value ,tn the aeoond aoi-tgage 'ionda ot tbe 

new road and waa to pay ott ita ,own 11Ab111t1••J and 

tblrd, the \fills valle7 Coapan7 was ;;o be glvtn a aaJor1t7 

ot the etook .et. th• new company, A• an altHtraat1vt to 

eoaaol14at1on, Jemison ottered to give tattoo all the as­

aeta ot the North last and South west 1th• would pay ott 
28 

allot 1ta 11ab111t1••• 

tat'ion•a letter touobad ott a oontllot between the 

Wtst wbith bad bten 'brewblg tor eoae t11Ae, The d1Peetora 

were wllllng to a1u1r1t1ee the iate;re1t• •t the boDd­

holdeN la order to settle tbe ooa,aa1'• obllgatloaa to 

the state 'beoauae, it th• road wtJte sold uaUir the 

aortaage to tbe state ror less than tbe amount the oompany 

owed tbe state, the d1x-eotors would be liable f.or the dit­

terence. 29 

28. K. J..S.aon, Jr., to c. I. Rushi~, September 5., 
1868, Jemison Papers. IAtterboot H, pp. 56.57. 
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Bow••••, the d1reotora wet-• going to tlnd lt 41.tti• 

oul t , to sao:rttloe' t.he 1nteNtata or the bond boldePa. 

••·11ow1ag tend.son•• advloe, the bondaolder·s had toreed 

tbe sale ot tbe oompan7•s land grant aad on J:upst 2T, 

Jonea, act1ng as agent tor seott. Adl.UII, and Aa1001atea, 

tlad pUPeilaaed 289.555.58 a.res ot ttte eeapany•a land 
30 pant at tNa one halt to one oeat pell acre• · Patton 

would have to aai. eettle•nt with aoott. Adams, and As• 

1oelatea lt •• wanted tn••• lands. 1•l1on was act satl•• 

tled. He advised Seott t• sell tbe road and its tran-
31 

obi1e -•t••• tbe leg1a1atiape eonvened and 1old the road, 

\l11t Soott 414 not tollow tbl1 adv-toe. 

on l•ptalbe,. 2, Jemuon ealled a aeetlac er the 

Board ot Directors to;r, September 15., 1868:,to i•t Patton 

explain hie plan,32 and to ss.ve blmaetlt an opportunity- to 

dete,Jld Ills aet1ona during his negotiatlons with Patton. 

Jealson•a dutJ as pPtstdent and hll duty aa general agent 

tor Soott, Ada.a, and Associates oont11oted. Th• 

30. a. 3nlson, Jr •. , to o ,. E. Ruah1nc2 .Ausust 281 
1868, Jemison Pap~s, Lettertu:>ok H# PPt 45-46. 

31. I• JemilhlD, 3.P,. , to Thomas Stott I Augu1 t 21, 
1868,. tetteFbO.k 11 1 p, 43, 

32. :R. Jemison, Jr., to Mn. • c. Hutton, 
Septembe1- 2~ 1868, Jess.son Papers# Letterbook B, p. ;1. 
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s1tuat1on beoaae so eaba:rraaelag tha;t Jealaon planned to 

N81gn , •• ,raldenoy Of compan7 it th1• ·••tlag did 

not onance '-• s1tuat1on.33 

Adding to Jlalaon•s eal,arra.ssment. tb• Tusaal••a 

Xa4t:J!!-1•nt.1•t•r urged the lfonb last and souta west 

to tUla&0114ate with th• Willa Valle,. Oa September 8 , •.• 

•~·printed an extract tr• a.lett•r tJ-em. •• L. 
Delton. Patton's aeoFtttary;, toAltNd Battle 1n wbioh 

lalton aatd that certain Boston capitalists were coins to 

D\lild the Wills V&lltq Balli-Gad and that tbey w•x-• anxious 

,. build tile 1011th. last an4 South West Ballroad if the7 

could eegot1a\e with the present owaen. Dalton telt sure 

tlle•• oapttallsts could complete the iwo roads, beeaue he 

Jrnew thtm well, "Por twe?1t7~ttve years; be aa1d 6 •the7 

ft.ave 1:>een 'o1tildinc Ra1ll-O&ds, and naye done more tb&n any 

otb•P tini 1n that line 1n the u. s.• The letter waa tol­

lowed by an edltortal comment1 

:a, all•••• let tbe •pr•sent own11rs• 
at once •negotiate an arrangement• 
witb tiles• Boaton oap1taltsts. • •• 
we ba,re been b.•artng ct the•• B. • 
S , W if· ··. Ra1lroad .. long .. eneup.-t t iii 
'beooatng bll)l tis• to •et it. Wt 
there b• tayorttisa ln this aat1utr no 
longer; .but give tbe eentJtaot to aen 
wltoae ~ ai-e.adequate tor the 
o0Jlplet1on ot tbe 1mportut 38h. 

33. ft. Jeai.aon, Jr., to c. I. Buab1ng,, September 5, 
1868, Jemison Papers, Letterbook H, p. 59. 
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Tb• meetlng o:t Board. ot D1reoto,a waa a total fa.11-
34 

ure. Patton tH.d not attend the meeting., and Jeatson 

faSled to regatn tbe support ot the directors. I• an at­

tempt to do so, Jem.1son rev1ewetd tht neaoti1at1ona with 

Patton, coatend.lng tnat bis actions as president bad not 

been 1ntluenced by his connections with Seott,, Adame, and 
35 

Asaoe1.at••. · Be tt1eponed that be had made ~••nte 

with Governor Wlll1am B. Smith, tbe Rtpubllcan Who bad Fe­

placed Patton 1n tu.171 1868., to aettle the debt to the 

state. Onoe tbia settled, lcott, Adbl, and .Associates 

would ettber complete the road themaelv•• or give their 

eontraet to someone Who could ooaplete lt,36 Howev•r, 

J-.ison advised th• board to ooaaollute with the Wills 

valley 1t Patton would acre• to eomp1•t• tb• ent~• road 

in a reasonable length time and lt be would •k• suit-

able pi-ovislon for tbe pa.pent ot tbe cu,apany•a debta.31 

34 •. R. Jemtson. Jr., September 16, 1868, Jemison 
Papea, Lettenook B# p. 106. 

35. Report ot Jemison, pp. 70•79 and 86•89. 

36. lhid ., PP• 89.-91. At tbe last meeting the 
board. adop . reaolutton. glvlng Seott. and Adams untll 
Gotober 1 to close tbel.r contra.ct or tne board would take 
over tbe N&d. Scott and Adama would not be a.bl• to tul­
till their contra.et b7 that ts.a•. 

37. lb.id., P• l~ 11 
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The directors had not been toole4 by this report. 

Accord1.ng to Jeta110D the director, present., "showed their 

di1trust and dlslik:t ot what nu 'been don• 1n a mo.stun• 

.Sstakable aanntr. •38 On the next day th• directors b:t ld 

a secret meeting and appoint-1 J. H, Pitts, a bondboldeP 

from Tueoa.looea, "Pr•sentat1Ye to n•got1ate with Gov• 
39 . . . _. . . ,o 

e:rnoi-- Patton" · · but l'itte declined thia pos1t1or1. The 

directors• action apparently worr·ied Jemison b•oao• on 

September 18 be asked Jones to ao to Montgoatlry to 

•sound out~ Patton.:'1 . The appolntaent ot Juda• A. J. 

walker and N. L. Vh1tt1eld as a committee to draw up a 

contract w1th th• Wille Valley Coapaa1 appar·eatlr in­

duced Jemison to go to Montgomery, because both be and 

Jones attcnided a meeti.ng betwten tbll committee and the 
'42 

representatives ot the Wills Valley soon afterward. 

38 •. R. Jemison, Jr., to c. I. Rush # Septeaber 17, 
1868, Jemison 1apera, Lttterbook H. pp. 11 •120. 

40. 1. Jeaison, Jr,., to c. I. Rusblnc. lepteaber g.g. 1868,. Jemison Papers, Letterbook H, p. 121. 

41. R. Jtmleon, Jr., to•• A. c. Jones~ Septembe:r 
18, 1868., Jemison Papers, tetterbook H., P• 122. , 

42. w. A. e. ;roa•s to Judge Reavts, Mar'cb VJ, 1872, 
J8llUOD . ·.· Polder 10, Tkis m11tlng pro'b&blJ took 
plaoe betweenSepteabeP 18 and Oetobe~ 5, ainoe.no letteN 
appeit.r 1n Jtmlson' a .. let tttrbookl . between . th••• <!a.tea • . . tile 
i-epresentatlvea ot the Wllla Vallty Road were probabl7 
P-at ton afld J. C • Stanton, wtu, wae in MontgOJMry at tb1s 
time. 
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.lt about tbe ti.me this meeting waa ~•k1•s place, the 

Qene~al Aaaembly had given added 1nce11t1ve to th.e two 

re:ads to stop aquabbling and start bu1ld1ng. 0• August 

7 it bad amended the act allowing the Governor to endorse 

the bo.nds ot Alabama railroads so that bonds could be en­

dorsed tor every five miles completed after the initial 

tweritJ ldlea bad bee:o cospletea.43 On September 22 this 

aet was again amended to makt these bonc!a endorsable at 

tbe rate ot $16,ooo per Idle instead or $12,000 per mile. 

A apeelal olaW1e ot this aot -,.4e the Wills Valley el1&1-
44 

)l)le to b&ve lta bonds endorsed. 

The General A1sembly bad given Patton all he had re-
45 

~uest•d• ud be was ready to ate.rt bu1ld1ng. on 

Octob.er 3 he made an agreement tor the consolidation ot 
46 

his road with the North Bast and South vest Railroad• 

1n wklch he "gave 1att on the issue that ba4 thus tar kept 

hia and Jeahon from oOJdng to an apeeMeat I namely the 

. 1868, PP• 11-19. er. ante, 
"' -

b._, 1868, PP• 198.-203. 

Jf-5. James G. Jon•s to Robert Jemison;, Jr.,· 
lepteaber 29, 1868, Jttmlaon Papers., folder 9. 

46. Oopr ot tbe contract between the Korth last and 
South vest Alabama Railroad C and the V1lla Vall97 
Ra1lroad Ooapaar1.. lov-.ber 18, . , Jtaiaoa Papers., 
Polder 10. Her• natter cited as Agreement ot Nove•b•r 
18. 
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debt to Scott, Adams, and Assoc1atee. By this agreeaent 

tlHt7 ,wer,e to be pa1d 1n full in tbe second mortgage bonds 
47 

or the aew company. By another ag~••ent Jemison and 

Jones were to eupplJ the Wills Valley Company with an 

1ndfQlldty against the ereditore ot the North Bast and 
48 

South west. 

On October 5 the General Assembly passed an act per­

mitting tbe two companies to consolidate which rendered 

th• lndea1t7 that Jemison and Jone• were to give th• 

Wills va.111,- uetteotual by ma1e· th• new oOMp&ny liable 
49 

tor tbe debts ot the two conto11dati1'g eompanl•. This 

aot caused the conaolidation plan to be given up tor a 

new plan by whieh the Wills valley would J)UNba&e the 

Horth la.st and south West at an auction to be held under 

the prov1a1ons ct the •ortgage to the state. Under the 

law the mone7 received tr01t this sale would be used to pay 

tbe debt to tb• state and, 1f there was an1 aoney left, it 

would be used to settle tbe other lla'b111tlea. Thus, the 

4T. R. Jemison., Jr., to Thomas Scott., October 8, 
1868, Jeataon P&pff"a, Letterbook H, p. 128. ,. 

48. w. A. c. Jones to Judge Rea.Yi&, March 14, 1872., 
Jemison fa.per,• Folder 10. 
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• Al.ab-. Sta,, Jourmil (Moa.tgomery), Oetobei- 17, 
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Judi• A. J., Walker, Patton's attorney, arranged with Gov­

ernor Sm1tb to pay tl1e debt to the state in the seoond 
, 53 

mortgage bonds ot the new company and Patton went to 
54 

Boston to prepare these bonds. On Nov•lll.l•r 17 tbe Gen--

eral AasablJ passed an aot 1ntroduoed by- Jahn L,. Penning­

ton, on~ ot th• owne111a of the Ee.st Alabama and Cincinnati 
55 

Company• au.thoriz tbe Wills Valley to purchase the 

Horth last and South West. It provided that the d•ot to 

the state was to be paid 1n seouritiea satiataetory- to the 

governor~ which would allow the arrangement to pay the 

debt with second mortgage bonds to stand, and it •d• no 

provis!.on tor the settlement or the liab1lltles or eltber 

company, which would make 1t poss1ol• ror Jemison and Jones 

to indemnity tbe new company aga.1nst the creditors or the 
56 

North Bast and South west. Ttrua., tbe new plan was a 

coaplete success. 

53. John Whiting to R. Jemison, J?- •• Octob•r 26, 
1868, J..S.son Papers. 1ol.der 9. 

54. n. M. Patton to I. Jea1aon, Jr., Octoher 24, 
1868, Jemison Papers, Folder 9. 
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In the aean·tim•~ Jeniison had oeen bua;1· settling the 

liab~lities ot his company and getting a. relinquishment 

ot its stook to Stanton and bis associates. On Octob•r 

24 he reported to Stanton that he waa proceedillg v•r1 well 

1n gett1l'l6 the :,;-elinquishment ot stook but waa having 

tJteuble settling the compan7's d•bts. The biggest obsta­

cle to this settlement was a suit b3 the Alabama and 

1ensacola Railroad over railroad 1~on which had been taken 

by the Contederate government and used on th• Horth East 

and South west. Jemison believed that be could settle 

this suit and tho rest ot the debts ror ten or twelv-e 
51 

thousand dollars, 1t Stanton would advance b1Dt the money. 

Jtost ot: tbe people holding small cash alaim.a aga1:nat the 

campany wanted p&Jment or over ten oents on th• dollar. 

Some or the stockholders also demanded small payments tor 

their stoc1c,58 while others., like Jam.es A. Webb, simply 
59 

retused to relinquish it. However,. aoat ot the stook-

holdePS relinquished tbeii, stock as readily as d:ld R. 

Chapman. On October 28 Jemison wi-ote Chapman and re­

quested thai n• rel.lnquisb bla a took to J. c. Stanton, 

57. R. Jemison, Jr., to J,. o. Stanton., October 24,. 
1868, Jemison Papers, Letterbook Ht p. 132. 

58. D. I. J, Fulton to R. Jemison, Jr • ., November 
13, 1868 1 Jemison Papers, Folder 9, 

59. James A. Webb to R. Jemison., Jr., October 29., 
1868., Jemison Papers, Folder 9. 



21 

I. T. Burr, &ad tbeir asaooiatea, the Bostoa1.aoa who 

oontr.olled the Willa Valley Railroad, He pointed ou:t that 

th• atoek wee valueless becauae tbe road could not be com• 

pleted and t,hat th• road was to be sold under the :mortgage 

to the statetf A tom tor :rel:lnquianment was enclosed to 
60 

be signed and r•turned. On Jfov.,.ber 3 Chap.an returned 

thls form •lsned. l,t atated that Cltapaan was rel1nquisb-

1ng hie steok to the Bostons.ans beoauae be believed 1t to 

be valueleae and t,ecauae he thougbt the Bostonians would 
61 

tomplete the road. 

-.rbat the Bostoniarts wwld build the road eeems to 

have bten 1•n•rall1 aeoepted, in spite or the tact that 

no one exeept fatton, Walker, and ratton•s seo:ret&JT 

seemed to know anything about ttum. On OotOber 26 John 

Whiting wrote Jealaon, 

I kaow no'lihiaa at all about those 
gentl..-n •••• '?heJ ar• repre­
sented to•• ••not aeau, & con­
ntotlons tfb1ch enable th• to 
ooatrol alaoat an7 amowit •••• 
Pl'om what I saw or Staaton I was 
tav.-ablJ t.mpressed t2tbiak be 
will build the road. 

60. 1. Jemison., Jr •• to R. Chapman., OetObar 28., 
18681 leaison fapers, folder 9. 

61. R. Chapman to R. J•1aon., Jr.# Bovemt,er 3, 
1868, Jemison Papers, Polder 9. 

62. Jobn Whiting to R. Jemison, Jr., October 261 
1868. Jemison Papers, folder 9. 
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Apparentl7 the editor ct tbe I11de2endent Monitor ot Tusca­

loosa was also favorably impressed by them be<Jause on 

October 13 be wrote:· 

The •• B. as s. v. Ala. Ra1lroad 
havtns passed into th• baada et 
lforthe:rn oap1ta11sta, . ot baeB1e 
reaeureea and Yankee •n• the 
llblatle ot ~b• engine w1 ..... • 
h~ e·e .. rta1n, ln •tab ... t •. on .. ·. './h•.· •.· .•.•• The Ba11road la a thing de tacto tt 
!!. i~•.• 

Tbe Republicans, also. aeea to baye thought that Stanton 

had 1-preae.a maa1 Alabaalaaa. Oa October 21 tbe 4labama 

St1,te. J
1
0\tr~.~.· ot Kontg01a•17• aa part ot lt1 campaign to 

elect Ora.at, publlsbed a letter rroa Stanton to Governor 

Smith 1n wbicb Stanton told Saith that hla aas.oc.tatea 

would not invest 1101191 in Southern railroads it Grant were 

not elected; tberetore, be waa poetponlng all operations 

until arter tbe election. on the following da:, and again 

on October 30 the A.laoa•State Journalr..S.nded th• 

voters that 1t they WN1ted the Bostonlari1 to build ra11-

roado in Alabama the, had better vote tor Grant. 

Stanton bad tar trOJB postpo:oed operatioa, untll atter 
? 

the eleot1on. B7 lovember 18 W&lk•r, P&tton, and Jea1son 

had the attalI-s ot the two railroads 1n suob gOOd condi­

tion theJ •de a contract which provided tw tbe purchase 

ot the Borth last and South west Railroad by the Wills 



Talley Railroad. 'fhe Horth last and South tl'88t Company 

agree,:! to relhquleb to the Wllla Vallq company all or 

its tranohlaee, rights. prlYll•1••• and property with tbe 

exoeptloa ot the •unpaid •~beor1pt1ona ot stock, ocnt:racts 

tor conatruetion, labor or material, the ottloe rurrd .. ture 

at Tu1oalooaa, all land taken aa subatPlpt1on ot stock., 

or in,pa,...nt or such other aubaor1pt1ona and ,all other 

bonds and notes and other debta 4ue'• lt. 
63 

?t turtber, 

agreed to turnlah the W1,lls valle7 wttb an J.bd1vldual 

lnd.._lty agalnat its creditors and •to proeure aa tar aa 

praottoellle and with convenient dlspatob an ext1not1on" ot 

all 1te debta and •a re11nqubbaent ot 1ta etock to J. c. 

ltan1uJ•• I. T. BlU'r,, and their aaaoctatea.•64 !he Willa 

Vallar Rallroad acre•d to p.-011aae tbe North last and 

South west Railroad at tbe aalt under tb• mortgage to the 

State aQd 41,aollarge the whole 4eot to tbe atat,e, regai-4-

leas ot what it bid. It also agrtted to pay th• Horth last 

and So.th West la.11roa.4 ♦?50,000 in aecond mortgage boada 

ot tae new i-oad,. l••• the •outs paid tbe atate and 

Thomae Scott, Jesse B. Adams, w. A. c. Jon••• and eaarles 

,I. Busb1ng. Also,, 1t tbe two 1111te Wb1cll were p,Dd1ag 



against th• »or.th Bast and South we,t Railroad were 

11ettled adverael7, the amount required to aettle them was 
' . 6 

to•• tak-. trOII tbeae bonda. 5 

On »•cauer 3 tbe Board or D1r♦otor• ot the Borth Bast 

and lo•tn west met at lutaw and approved this agreem.ent.66 

It, also, •d• a contract with Jealaon and Jones by which 

the latter agreed to uwtei-take to tndemd.ty the Willa 

Valley Ra11ttoad against the eredltora ot the Borth last 

and South vest Bail.road and the Horth laat aad South west 

&greed to glve Jtaiaon and Joaes allot tbe aaaete wb1oh 

its c•atraet w1tb tht Willa V&lltJ Bead bad left it.61 

ln a ••~t• contract the Willa Valle7 Railroad auetloned 
68 

th1• a»raagement. The only real opposition to this agree-

ment came rrom •• L. wtu.ttleld, a toPm•I' president or the 

North last and South 1fe1i Jta1lroad, Who did not want to 

65. lbit. 
66. Copr ot tne mlnutes or tn• Board or Dir.ectore ot 

the Horth Bast and South west Alabama Railroad Company, 
•••--•r 3- 1868, J..Seon ra,•:rs1 !'older 9. 

67. Ch>P7 ot the eontraet bet,ween a. Jealson, Jr.• 
and v. A. c. Jones and the North last and South treat Rail­
road Alabaaa Compan7, Jtecftlh:er 3, 1868 * Jealson tapers, 
Polder 9. 

68. Copy or the contract between Robept Jemison, 
Jr., and w. A. c. Jones .aad tbe Wills V.lley !a.S.lroad 
eompaaJt, l)e.e81Qer 3, 1868, Jemison Papers, J'older 10. 



••• Jerd.son and Jones get tbe Tuscaloosa Bonds. 69 This 

oppos1t1on, aeoord1ng to .,lemison provlkh 

what has been true or almost eyery 
g:reat P•b11c enter,rlza that tltere 
alwaye , •. parties who are prore1uu1dl1 
most pablic spirited and 11:t.eral iuat11 
theJ' .. f1nd some otaera may 'be aore 
benltfited or tavored than th-.elvn, 
tbea tbe,'.l>•••• lndltterent and 
tbeil- 1nditteren, .• • 1rad:aall7 growa 
lnt.o opposition. o 

Je81aoa do•• not ar>PUP to nave been as •1>enetittd" 

w "tavoredtt aa he had aniiolpated. le needed over twent7 

tb0118and 4ollara to settle tbe attaire ot tbe Horth Bast 

and South Weet Railroad and wu rel71ng cm ». •• Stanton 

to loaa bbl the needed money, atnee the aaaeta whieb the 

o01tpan7 bad given him we:re such that tbtJ)' could not be 
71 

UBed at th8t time. Tlutae assets coneuted ot $Ji.l.,OOO 1n 

bonda ot the lelma and Meridian lallrcad Ooapany, which 

werre ·valued at ♦12,300, $441000 1n boada ot the Olt7 ot 

Tuscaloosa; ♦150.000 1D aecond mort1as• l>onda or the 

Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad,, and miscellaneous &s• 

aeta valutd at $10,000. Thua, Jemison and Jones aad re­

eetved $815,000 bl assets with wbicb to aettle $863,065.80 

69. w. A. e. Jon•• Judi• Reavis., March 14, 1812. 
Jemlsea Papen, rold•r 10. 

10. a. Jemison, Jr., to». w. Stanton, »eo•b•r 6., 
1868, Jea11on :,apera., Letterbook H, P• 173. 

71. lb1d., p. 175• 



worth or l1ab111t1es. 72 These assets proved to be ot 

little benefit to Jemison. The $750,000 in second 

mortgage bonds or the Ala.baas. and Chattanooga was en­

tirely used 1n rultilling tbe terms ot the agreeaent ot 

November 18. Out of these bonds Scott. Adau, Jones, and 

Rushing were paid $413.,00073 and the State was paid 

$316,859.32.7• In addition to this. $20,000 worth ot 

theae bonds was bypotheeated by Stanton to secure $9.,833 

Wh1oh h• had loan•d Jemison and Jonea.75 Jeaiaon later 

tried to regain these bonds., but Stanton refused to sur. 

26 

76 render them. Despite the tact that these bonds were all 

gone., Jemison bad to pay a $7,500 Judgment on on• or the 

suits which was to be settled with these bonds,77 and be 

72. Statement or invalid claims set down as 11ab1l1• 
ti•• ot the Borth last and South West Alabaaa Railroad 
Company, January 1, 1868, J8111son Papers, Folder 11. 

73. Cop7 ot th• t"eceipt given the V1lls Valley Rail• 
road Com,an1 b7 Thoma.a Scott, Jesse I. Ada.ms# Charles B. 
R'18hlng, and Rober-t Jemison, Jr., Januar, 4, 1869. 
Jemison Papers_ Jolder 9. Herelnatter cited as Reoe1pt 
ot January 4. 

7-.. copy ot the account or the Mortb Bast and South 
West Alabama Railroad compan7 with the State of Alabama, 
Novflllbttr 11, 1868, J•1son Papers, Folder 9. 

75. Beee1pt or Januarr 4; A. J ,. Walker to A, , • 
!b&Jer, December 18., 1870, Jamison Papers., Folder 9. 

71. Cop1 or a contract between w. A. c. Jones and 
the HoFtb Bast and South West, Pebr-u&ry 25. 1869, Jemison 
Papers, Letterbook H, p. 240. 
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may have bad to pay the other suit. The bulk of the mis-. 

cutllaneous assets consisted ot a claim against the New 

Orleans, Jackson,, and Great Northern Railroad Company tor 

railroad iron lert in its custody before tbe surrender or 

New Orleans and a claim against the Vicksburg and Meridian 

Railroad Company tor material furnished th• 1n 1863 and 

1864. Although w. A. C. Jones was appointed attorney to 

colleet these debts.,78 it 1a doubtful whether he succeeded, 

since other attempts to settle them bad tailed. 3em1son 

also failed to derive any benefit rrom the Tuscaloosa 

bonds. When he tried to use these bonds,. the city or 

TU8oaloosa filed suit against blm,79 and before the suit 
. . . . 80 

was settled be died. Z•tson probably received a com. 

mission trom Seott# Adama,, and Associates tor acting as 

their agent. Apparently., be r,eeeived stock 1n Alabama and 

Chattanooga eeapal'Q"• 11.nee be was later on its board of 

directon.81 

T8. Cop,- ot the contract between w. A. c. Jones and 
the Rorth East and Soutb vut Ala.bait& Railroad Com.pan71 
Pebru&17 25, 1869, Jemiaon Papers., LettePbOOk H, P• 2Jf.O. 

79. leaiaon Papera, Polder 10. 

80. Beraolae Daanelly., "'fhe Lite and Tillee of 
Robert Jemison, Jr. J>ur1ng the C1v11 Var and Reconstruc-
tion," p. 118. . 

81. +nd•R•D.dent Mon1tc,r (Tuscaloosa)., D•cember 29, 
1868. 



THB ALABAMA AND CHATTANOOGA RAILROAD 

The Bostonians lost little time in organ1z1nc the 

Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad. Company after purchasing 

the Horth Bast and Sou.th West Railroad Company. On 

December 19, 1868, the7 met 1n Jlontgomery at the Ex­

change Hotel and elected the tollowing: 1 

Board or Directors 

D. H. Stanton - loaton 
Prancia Dane - Boston 
I. T. Burr - Boston 
John M. Courting - Boston 
John Derneritt - Bo1ton 
William Clatfin - Boston 
8. A. Charlton - Boston 
J.C. Stanton - Boston 
Lewis Jlice - Boaton 
.Robert Jem11on, Jr. - Alabama 
I. M. Patton - Alabama 
William P. Rathburn - Tennessee 

1. '*Testimony ot Witnesses before the Committee or 
the Alabama House ot Representative• to Investigate the 
Issue of Bonds to Railroads by the State, '' Montgomery 
Da11i Advertiser, Pebruary 8, 1871. Hereinafter ,•cited 
as £ .· e "?nveatigat1on of 1871. n 



ottioers 

D. I. Stanton - President 
R. M. Patton - Vice President 
I. 'f. Burr - Treasurer 
A. 1. Thayer - Secretary 
J.C. Stanton - General Super1ntendent2 

i 

The election of these directors and of't1oers, plus<~he 

paaaage of a bill on December 31, 1868, which permitted 

the board or directors to meet outside or the state,3 

made it possible tor the company to be completely con­

trolled rrom Beaton. After this time., even ex-Governor 

Patton, who was vice president of the company, had little 

to do with it• operation. lf"; 

2. '!Prospectus and 11rat lmnu.al Report ot the 
Directors or the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad Com­
pany to the 8tockboldera, January, 1869, p. 2. Herein-
after cited as "Prospectua.n · 

3. Acta 91. Alabama., 1868, pp. 545-5)4.6. 

4. M:Inve1t1gation or 1871. In his testimony, 
Patton maintained. that the reason tor h1a lack or 1n­
tluence and tor his demotion to vice president, was hi• 
oppoa1t1on to a 'bill Whieh would loan the Alabama and 

. Chattanooga CompanJ $3,000,000 in atate bonds. However, 
th1• aeem1 unlikely, since the bill was not introduced 
into tbe legialature until about a year atter h11 de­
motion. It aeema likely that the Stantona made Patton 
president or the Willa Valle7 Company because, as, Gover­
nor, he would have the power to coerce tbe north Baat and 
South Weat Company into consolidating with the Willa Val­
ley Company. Ct. ante Chapter I, ~ae11a. Arter the Ala­
bama and Chattanooga Oompany had o tained its charter, 
Patton wa1 no longer part1eularl;r valuable to the Stan­
tona, and he we.a demoted to vice preeident and ignored. 
Patton also maintained that his opposition.to the $3,000,-
000 loan coat the Alabama and Chattanooga Company $200,-
000. Later Governor Lindsay incorrectly teat1f1ed, during 
the Ku Kluz 1nvest1gat1ona, that Patton had said he had 
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<.tbe owners or the Alabama and Chattanooga Coa\pan7 

appear to have had aueb influence 1n Congrtaa. ly March 

19. 1869. tbelr land graat had been renewed,. deaplte the 

opposition ot the strong taotlon in congr••• wb1ch op• 

posed u.1ng aouthePn laDde tof! p..rposea other than home­

atead1ng.5 This land grant eons1sted of 480,000 acres o.t 

land and was to IJe ino~••••d to 1,900.,800 acres aa the 

road waa completed. 6 · 

At the tlme tbt Comp&nJ began eonetruot1on;J twent1 

a11ea ot road running southwestward trom Cb&ttanooga. and 

tweat7.-aeven m11ea betweell Meridian and York 8tat1on were 

already completed .and equipped., and one :t111adred a.a tltty 

Id.lea of road were already gradea.7 The road was to be 

eompleted b7 working tram both ends. J. c. Stanton was 

to an,.,erv1se the over-al.1 oonatruotton and direct con .• 

stPUotion troa ta,e Chattanooga em ot tbe l1ne. o. M. 

&ennedy, ot Lou1av111e, was to direct eonstrue'ilon tr• 

b,e•n . 4-.oted to vice. pres1dent lteeauae 1t bad oost $200, -
000 to o'btaln the Alabama a.nd Chattanooga•• obarter. 
•aeport on the cond1t1on ot atta1r1 1n the late Inaurrec­
tlonar, lta,ea,• Ala'aama Testtmo117, Vol. I. senate ••1~~, 1'2ad Oeagreaa, 8ad •·••1101:', p. . 232. . Walter L. P!~Gi e1tea L1ndsa7•• testlmon7 tna footnote on p. 591 
ln hl•. 'flt•.·· •C1vU Li andheout:ruetion 1n.Uala.a gb.1.ng 
tbe reuoii l'ox- Ja •'• dem.o\H'.on. · ·· ·· --- · 

5. Alab-. Sta~., lo-.r-.1, March 19, 1869. At this 
aaae.t1ae, Ille louUi W ,ol*Eli Railroad, which was owned 
largely by Alabaalana. tailed to get its land grant re­
newed. 

6. 11,X.ospectua,, • p. 42. 

7. lb14. 
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8 
the Meridian end of the line. Kennedy immediately began 

adve~tising tor five hundred to fifteen hundred work•ra, 

who were needed to complete the grad1ng.9 
By offering 

the workers $1.30 per day he procured enough labor to 

complete the road from Meridian to Livingston, Alabama by 

August 1,, 1869.10 

The Stanton& tried to make Mobile the southern 

terminus ot their line. Karly 1.n Octob•r the Stantons, 

Governor Smith, and ex-Governor Parsons went to Mobile to 

buy a controlling interest in the Nobile and Ohio Railroad 

Company whose line ran from Mobile through Meridian to 

within 20 miles or Cairo, Illinois. The Mcb1le Dailz 

Re151ster editorially put pressure on both parties to come 

to an agreement. This would, according to the ~egist•.fi• 

make Mobile rather than New Orleans, the principal port 

for handling Alabama•s coal and 1ro:n trade. Also the 

Register stated that While it had little ra1tb 1n the 

present owners of the Mobile and Ohio., tt felt the ltan• 
11 

tons would complete the road to Cairo, Ill1no11. 

8. T\Ule&loosa Observer, March 20, 1869. 

9. Ibid. 

10. Il>1d., August 14, 1869. 

11. Mobile Daill Register, October 5, 1869. 



, However, when the Stantons were unable to --~il ....... an agree-
12 ment with the own•rs of the Mobile and Ohio, the Resis-

ter became one ot the principal opponents of both the -
Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad and ot the Stantons. On 

November 9 the Re 1ster urged the early completion of the 

ai-and 'frunk Railroad from Mobile to Elyton to prevent 

Mobile from being tttlankad" Stanton's road.13 tater 

the Re151st~::, opposed a bill to lend Stanton threem1111on 

dollars in state bonds, on tbe grounds that the state's 

money would be used to build a road wbieh would direct 

Alaball&'s coal and iron trade trom Mobile to 0Pleans!4 

J. c. Stanton rapidly forged ahead with the building 

or the road in spite ot the opposition ot Mobile and 

other commercial centel'B which would lose trade to cities 

on the Alabama and Chattanooga. Railroad. :lovember 25 

Stanton and bia two thousand workers bad completed one 

hundPed and thtrtJ-tbPee miles ot track. James H. Bowe, 

atteP traveling on new road commented. ttI yet to 

ride over one hundred and th1Pty-three /jitleiJ ••• ot 

12. Ibid., October 8, 1869. -
13. Ib1d., November 9, 1869. 
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, more tlftll.y amootbl7 la14 track and orosa br.ldges ot 

more substaattal atncture. The depota# amt tele~aph 

lines ar♦ e4uall1 gooc1.•15 Jy January 15, 1870., the PO&d 

had been eompleted troa Chattanooga, ninety a11e1 eoutb­

we1tward., through Willa Yalley.16 By April 9, 1870 

Stanton•• tra1na were ,!.,'.-~•k""' ....... 'lfi rrom Chattanooga to a point 

on the lint near Gadsden at a speed thirty miles per 

llour. At th1a tS..e, tb• ooapany was eaploytng 'two trains 

dally to ••rPY coal tPom a ldne 1.a Alab&aa to Chattanooga, 

a distance or tk1rty.tour mtles.17 By Nay 21 the line had 

'been completed fro• Cbattanoo1a to wltbin thirty miles or 
18 

11,.ten waa btlng graded between llyton am Tuscaloosa. 

Tb• bu11d1ng et the Alabama and Chattanoo1a toward 

ll7ton touthe4 off a dispute between John T. Kilner j 

Prealdaat of tbe South and lorth lallroad, and J. c. Stan­

Ion whloh lasted tb11ougbout the smmaer and 1nto the ra.11. 

141.1-11 llad •lll1•••-« eaPller in ~he year lbat he and 

16. l'b.14 • • January 15, 1870. 

17 • X'.bi4 •, lpf'l,l 9, 1870 • 

18. Ibld.,. May 21., 1870• 



, Stanton decide where their ra11:roade would croes and eub• 

sequently purcbarse all the surrounding lands in order to 

found an industrial city. When Stanton agreed to this 

proposal, hie chiet engineer and Milner took up options 

on nearly seven thousand aores of land 1n Jones Valley 

near Village creek. Thie site was then staked otf into 

blocks a.nd streets. In April, Milner discovered that 

Stanton had broken their agreement and was building to­

ward Blyton and had taken options on all the land 1.n Jones 

Valley near llyton. Milner tried to communicate with 

Stanton in Chattanooga, but his letters were unanswered. 

Milner, then, refused to designate where his road would 

cross Stanton's road., so that Stanton would not know 

which options to pay. Stanton. apparently confident that 

the South and North Compai~y lacked the money to take up 

his options, allowed them to expire. On December 19., 

Josiah Morris, a Montgomery banker; tt.Um1shed Milner 

$100,000 with which to purchase 4,150 acres of land on 

which Stanton•s options had expired. The following day., 

the Blyton Land Company was formed to build the c1t1 which 

later became Biria am. 19 

19. Ethel Armes., The Stor7 ot the Coal and Iron .!!! 
Alabama, pp. 218-222. 
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During the t1me the South and North Railroad had dis­

continued construction, pending the settlement or the 

Birmingham site dispute, Stanton had been energet1call7 

completing his railroad. The ·newspapers along the line 
20 

were praising his energy and ability. Even the Memphis 

Avalanche commented on the exoellent road he was con­

structing at a cost of $30,000 per mile. 21 On June 18, 

the •Jennie Rogers," a Mobile steamboat., brought two 

steam shovels to Tuscaloosa which were to be used in 
22 

•p~ed1ng up construction. By this time_ trains we1'lle 

running rrorn Meridian into G:reere County !l 

23 

Although Stanton appeared. to be rapidly completing 

the road, actually, he had been greatly hindered by the 

labor shortage resulting from the great demand for Negro 

labor on the plantatioms. When Stanton began construction., 

be advertised tor workers throughout the South, ottering 

them the customary wage of seventy-rive cents to a dollar 

per day. However, be was unable to obtain a suitable 

l,abor toroe and eventually had to raise wages to one dol­

lar and seventy-rive cents per day. When this raise did 

20. Alabama State Journal, Jun• 10., 1870. 

21. Tuscaloosa Observer, June 18, 1870. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. -



not increase his labor :roroe substantially, he began 

advert1a1n.g tor labor in the northern papers. In this 

manner be obtained three thousand workers, most or whom 

wer• German and Irish lma1grants. Howeve:r, according to 

Stanton,the northerners could not stand the heat and most 

ot them remained only a short time. 24 or the t1rat tit• 

t••n bundr•d nortiu,rn workers who reported tor work., only 

titty were left ·at the end or the t1rst month. On 

J\Ule 17 Stanton received a telegram tram Koopmansohoop 

and Company ot San J'ranclsco ottering to supply him with 

from one to two tbouaand Chinese laborers tor sixty 

dollars per head. The Chinese workers were to be paid 

sixteen dollar& a month, and Stanton was to furnish board 

and paasage back to San Pranclaoo. Stanton had fitteen 

h'1ftdred or these Ch1neee workez-s,26 man7 or whom had 

prev1ously worked on western ttailroada, sent to the 

Mer1d1aa tnd or the l1ne. However, tbe southern super-

1ntendent, wbo did not like the1.r woPk lleoause :l.t tripled 

the eoat or grading, sent them to the northel"f:1 end ot the 

line. At first, the Chinese were poor workers, the7 

24. Alabama State Journal, August 20, 1870 • 

• Ibid. 

26. Tuscaloosa Observer, J'uly 2, 1870. 
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, gradually blproved until they were almost as good as the 

Negro workers, They wel'e harder to provide ro:r- than the 

Negro workers. ainoe they demanded tents to live in., 

wbile the Negroes were content to sleep und,er the trees. 

Unlike 1.he l'eg:i-oes, they were proud and hard to manage, 

but like ttun1. they spent their wages freely on whiskey, 

chicken. and cheap goods. Both the Chinese and Negroes 

were especially fond of gambl1ng27 and spent much or 
. 28 

their spare time playing dominoes and "sbooti "dice. 

On one ecoaa1on, son1tt1 ot the Chinese beat some of the 

Negroes 1n a d1ee game. The Negroes attempted to recover 

their losses by fighting, but the Chinese proved to be as 

skillful at fighting as they were at gambling and. were 

giving the Negroes their second beating or the day when 

s.- white ••n etopped tbe tigbting. 29 

The ed1to:rs ot the Alabama newspapere reacted to 

Stanton•s use or Chinese labor with mixed emotions. Th• -
Inde,2enden~ Monitor (Tuaoalooaa) wax-n•d the Negroes that 

the eomlng or the Ohlnese workers proved the Negro was 

27. RohePt Somers, The Southern States since the 
War, pp. 163-4. - · ·- · · --

28. Ibid. 

29. Tuscaloosa Observer, March 25., 1871. Cited by 
James H0t1ard Clark.I. ttfftsfory o.f the North last and South 
west Ra1lroad to lt572/' p. 74. 



not 1nd1apena1bl• and adviaed them to oonoern themselves 
30 

more wit,h work and less with politics. Later, when 

the Chinese ea.me to Tuscaloosa, the Monitor described 

them as go04 workers, abrewd purchasers, and o1v111zed 
31 

men who held tbe1r whiskey well. Tbe Gadsden Tlmes, 

bow•••r, presented a ver7 untlattei-ing picture ot the 

Chlne1e and aooused Stanton ot tiring five hundred 
32 

Begroes 1n order to use the Chinese. The Tuscaloos.a 

OeaeJ:-vtralso opposed the uae ot the Chineae.33 aa did 
34 

the Montgomery llall, The llyton Herald apipathlzed 

with 8tantoa•a labor problems and approved et the use ot 

the Cbineae,35 

a. •• Stanton had ambitious plan■ tor the Alabama 

and Chattanooga CoapanJ. In 1870 be had a pamphlet 

printed which proposed that tb.e Alabama aad Chattanooga 

become a part ot a railroad 1F9tem nim1ng troa Chatt&• 

nooga to the Pac1t1o Coast. Tbe proposed lln• would go 

30. lndeR♦adent Monitor, June 21, 1870. 

31. Ibld. 6 Ra.rob 7, 1871. 

32. Tuscaloosa Observer,, July 16, 1870. 

33. Ibid • ............... 
34. lbid •• July 9, 1870. 

35. Ibid. 
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troa Cbattanooga to Herldian., v1a th• Alabama and Chatta­

nooga lailroadJ from MerldS.an to Vlcldburg, via the 

V1okaburg and Meridian Railroad; trom Vieksburg to 

llarshall, Texas, via the Horth Louisiana and Texas Ba11-

roadJ and tben westward te aakt connection with the 

Texas and Pao1t1c Railroad. The proposed railroad would 

have connections to Mew Orleans by a proposed extension 

ot the Alal>aaa and Chattanooga Railroad to Bew Orleana; 

connectlons to C1Dc1nna.t1 bJ' tbe C1nc1naat1 southern 

Railroad, which waa being built; and to Bew York by the 

Bast 1.'enn••••• and Virginia Railroad. '!be pamphlet 

stated that a bill was being introduoed into Congress to 

give federal aid to the Alabama and e.nattanooga am urged 
36 

all congressmen to lend their support. ». 1. Stanton 

persuaded seaatoi, Pomeroy to lntroduoe an amendment to 

the loutbera Pac1t1c b:lll which weuld permit the Alabama 

aad Chatt&Booga CompaD7 to purohase, or oonaol:ldate with, 

tbe V1otstnarg and Meridian Railroad C011pany and the Horth 

Louisiana ftall~ead eoapan1-. la order to make a through 

36. ttTbe Great Railroad Route to the Pac1tic and 
It• Coaneetlona Show1ng t,be Relat1ou ot the Alabama and 
Obattano91a Rallroad to th• Proposed Sou:thern Line to the 
Paoit:lo,1' Boston, 1870. M1crot1lm copy or a pamphlet 1n 
the Library ot Congress. 
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, route to the Texas and rac1f1o.37 At tbe time the bill 
38 eonta.1n1ng Pomtti-01•1 aaendaent paased tbe Senate the 

Stantons owned stock in the V1olclburg and Jter1d1an 

Ooapan7. 39 However, the proposed consolidated company 

was never formed. 

J. c. Stanton ap,arentl7 d1d not let his dream ot a 

route to t)le Pacific delay his construction work., because~ 

b7 AuglUJt 18, 1870. traina were naaing between ller1d1an 
40 

and lutaw. In October, he assured the people ot Ala• 

be.ma taat the road would be completed by the end 
41 January, 1871. At the tiae, tb.11 seemed probable, 

stnce 1t7 the end of October all b•t slxty•tl •• miles of 
42 

tbe road bad b••n completed and auoh or the unt.1n1ahed 

Portion or the line bad been 1raded. 

Although Stanton waa being pra1a•d by many A.labamlana, 

eapeo1al11 those along the line of tbe Ala'1,aaa and Chatta­

nooga railroad,, b·e waa the obJeot ot mueb er1t1o1sm. 

37. Tuaealoosa Ob1utrver, Jul7 a. 1870. 
j 

38 t: Monitgo.•l'J' Da 4d,vert11er ,, PebNar, 21. 1871. 

39. Alabama ••. Burr, 115 .!!• l· Reports, p •. 421. 

40. e11de11t Monitor, September 13, 1870. 

41. I'b:ld., October 25. 1870, 
' 

42. Rallroad Gazette, II (November 21 1870), 153. 
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<:.This criticism began durlng tbe wint•r ot 1869-1870 wl'u•n 

he obtained a $2.-000,,000 loan trom the state by bribing 

the • ta te legislature • 
4 3 \ On August 25, 1810., Robert 

Jemison, Jr.~ wrote A. J. Walker that he expeeted a 

~atupendoaa swindle on the part ot the Ala. & Ch. R.R. 

co. When or 1n what shape it is to coae I ean not torL•7-

aee., lntt that it will surely c01ae 1 teel very certain, 
44 

and in it will be involved the stat• and other creditors!' 

The Indep,n<Ient Monitor cr1t1c1sed Stanten ter attempting 

to give J. T. Kapler. a Negro, a $101000 bJJibe not to 
45 

accept th• Republiean nomination tor secretary or State. 

When Stanton was slow about paying his creditors and 

workers, the Tuscaloosa Observer comaentedt "Wtll, 

roads ean • t mareb unless there 1.s both money and brains. 

It is probable Stanton has the brainsJ 'but the money 
"46 • won•t ec••• However, wttb .. n two week&., Stanton had 

partially paid h1a debts, and tie Obetu.-ver stopped 

lt,3, "Inveat1gat1on or 1871." 

44. R. Jemison, Jr. to A. J. Walkel", August 25, 
1870, Jealeoa :Papers, Lettert,ook I., p. 472. 

45. l11de2en<ient M0Di1tpr, September 13,. 1870. 
Rapier retusel Oil 6r161. 

46. Tusealeosa()bserver, OetobeP 8, 1870. 



chiding bta • .tt.7 ,:I.haP1ng tbe winter or 1870-1871, Stanton 

beoaae the obJeet or muob Demoeratic ox-1t1c1sm because 

during tbe tall, be bad contributed to Republican caa­

pa1gn funds. Also, he had requi.red 1d.n• hundred of bis 
48 

wortcera to vote tor the reele.ct1on ot Governor Smith. 

Howeve1,., the tact that all the counties alGng the Alabama 

and Cbattanooga Railroad were pro-Stanton but bad votea 
49 ror Rollert B\ll'DS Lindsay, the Democratic nominee toP 

governor 1n l&ro,50 .indicates that the Dqocratie opposi­

tion to Stanton was oomlng mainl1 from areas or the State 

47. x•i<t., October 22, 1870. 

1+8. Ibid •• Deoeaber 17, 1870. 

49. Robert Burne L1nd1a7 was born July ll- 1824. in 
Scotland. Be came to the United w-u••liiiif.a in 184( wber:e he 
found emploJllent u a teacher 1n North Carolina. In 
184g, ·he 11.oved to Tuscumbia, Alabama, wbere he wae ad­
aitted to the bar in 1852. In 1857, be 'beeue a State 
Senator. waa a union Dhtoorat amt opposed secession. 
Bow. •. v. •. r,. during. t.· he c1v11 .. War he. was a lof&l southerner, 
serving in the Contederate cavalry. In 18701 be was 
elected goyernor on the »eaocratic t1cket. After serving 
one teva, Lindaa1 ret\lsed to run fol' the second term •. 
Soon attar.he lett ott1oe, he was str1ckenw1th paral711a, 
and retired fr-'Oll pollt1cal lit•. H• died 1ft 1902. Qwe:a, 
!It• clt., Vol. IV, pp. 1048'""1049. 



which would not benefit trom the completion or bis road. 

Stanton•s Democratic oppon•nts increased the tempo ot 

their attaclcB on him after January l,, 1871, on which date 

Stanton railed to pay the interest due the Alabama and 

Chattanooga bo:ndholders.51 A subsequent 1nveat1gat1on 

showed that Stanton had been guilty or rraud 1n r1nanc1ng 
52 

his road. Thia evidence was used by many or the state•s 

Democratic papers to ruin the reputation ot both Stanton 

and the Republican Part,-.53'\ However, much or the opposi­

tion to Stanton which appeared to be pol1t1oal, Beems to 

have resulted trom commercial rivalry. The Aberdeen 

{Mississippi) lxaminer ma1n.ta1ned that the "opposition to 

the Stantons is the result ot opposition to the road 

1tselr,•51t, and, thel:lefore., the naae or the Democratic 

Party should not be associated with 1t. In the op1n1on 

or the Exam1ner•s editors, the main r•ason tor Stanton•a 

failure to pay the interest on the bonds was due to the 

tact tbat the war 1n Burope had staana,ted the stock and 

51. The A.1a•r1can Annwal C clo,aedJ.a _an" fteglster 
. of .i.2ortanJ -••nWs !!fL ilie !eai- ·. . , p. • 

52, 8 In11est1gat1on or 1871." 

53 .. •. '1' e ,bJdcen Annual Czelofjedla aJld BegUter 
_2t X!!Rort · ven£s al_ !!i! I!!!_ .!§!_1 p. 'T. 

54. Incteaendetlt Monito:r-, Na.rob 14, 1871. 'rile 
lx&llber was prepared :Co pro•• tb1s by an abundance ot 
Ues\Sliony. 



bond market. The editors ot the Bx•1ntr did not ,.know ot 

a road 1n Alabama, Lou1siana,, Miaa1aa1pp1, Texaa., Florida, 

or Tenn•••••• tbai wa• not embarraaaed in tbla •tter.1155 

Th• b!!!!!•;f a.aaerted tbat Stanton waa aot1vated b7 self-­

interest la the building ot tb• road1 as was Alabama in 

a1v1ng 1'da tbe t1aano1al aid to build it. Aoeording to 

the editors,, Alabama bad made a wlae 1-veataent, because 

the Alab..,. and Chattanooga Railroad would aid tbe whole 

atate.56 

Despite tbeae oJ-itioiama_ Stanton oontiaued the oon­

atruot.1oa ot the road a.114 on Ra.rob 14, 18Tl, the railroad 

was eoaplet•d from Cbastanooga to Tuealooaa. Tbomas 

llaltwell, a Tuacalooaa resident, proelaiaed 1n a letter to 

the 1-4t2•1ldent Kon1ter that the coming of the firat 

engine heralded a new da7 tor Tuacalooaa. The Stantons• 

eapltal bad aade the completion ot the road poaaible, ac­

cording to.Maxwell, and be o0111en~ed, 

I never saw any••••• ln a dog 1n 
ibe aaager policy. It we o&J1't eat 
th• bon•, why growl at another dog 
eating it, when we pick up the 
orumbs .·. as last Alal>ama ts doing at 
1. e. Staaton, and through nu at 

55. lo1d. 

56. Ibid. 



Th• X11d!J!t•a•nt Mo1d.tor oomm••ted tbatt "Arter waltlng 

so many long ,._rs, it seems almost 1mposs1ble that 1t 

is the wlllatle ot the engine we iuH1r. night and morn­

laa. • • • Mr-. Stanton desel!'Yes, and has. tbe reapect 

Monitor was rigllt, ••cause there was much talk ot Stanton 

building a street ear lint and a bridge to Wortbpoi-t tor 

the elty or T\laealoosa. Albert Battle., a toner presi-

dent ot the North last and South vest BallPoad Compa1111 

we had lost nearly tltty thousand dollars in the oon­

struotlen ot that road, said tbat ht .and othe:ra would pa.7 

tile intei-est on the Alabama and Chattanooga bonds rather 

t!laa see tbe i-allroad t'all into leaa eapa1,1e bands • The 

Tusealooaa Obaerver descrlbed Stanton as a man who bad 

worked bia war up trom the bottoa ot the railroad business 

and who was not "asb&Jled ot work, ldll1ona1re though Ile 

1a. In ma,mtrs be 1a veey pol1t• and agreeable, aoo n• 

57. Xbld.#c Maren 14, 1871. 

58. Ibid.• March 281 1871. 

59. Ib1_d. 

60. Ibid., April 18. 1871. 
~ ,,, 



bas already bee••• personallJ very popular. On the 

Whole Jllr. Stanton ls, by rar1 the aoet respectable 

Republican,. from the boreal region, that it baa been our 
.61 tortun• to aeetfi ••• 

Tuecaloosan• bad good reason tor praising Stanton 

because on ,the a,aae day the road entered Tuacalooaa, 

northern capitalists visited Tuscaloosa to uaalne tbe 

Warrior coal tieldl!h Also several new steu saw nt1lls 
62 were being built along the railroad. On March 7, 

Measn. Tuell# Leigb and Company. Chat~anooga mecbants,. 

p\lbl1ahed their pr1c• list in the X 

heraldtng the open1ng ot trade between the two oittes. 

Tusoalooaana w•N not th• only on•• wbo acbdred 

Stanton and bla work. The Boston A4y~J;t1ser praised hia 

good worx.63 and th• Meaph1a ~RR~~ commented, 

Superintendent J. c. Stanton bas 
trulJ earned fOl' himself th• 
t1t1• or the Railroad Bonaparte 
ot the present da7. the 
ae,rerest depression., agaiut 
bitt,ere•t sectional prftJlld1oe &ad 
distrust, under most eeatb1ng 



sarcasm and denunc1at1one or the 
presa, be puabftd ateadily onward, 
overc . every obstacle, till 
but twelve Jlilea of the three 
hundred are to be built, and h1a 
101.ldeat ponenta are 1.n PIA.ISi 
OP THB a . T MAH, who haa so 
tairl7 agtt•ved so auch tor tbe 
section. 

At tbe aaae time, Stanton waa also attempting to 

promote bi.a popular1tr. On April 30, he sponsored a 

p1onio at Springville, Alabama, tor the e1tbens of 

Tuacalooea and Chattanooga. Trains 1ett Chattanooga and 

1lle at about ll 

A. M. Although about fiYt hundred attended the picnic, 

1t wa1 a ta11u.re beeauae oal7 abo'Ut one hundred Ala• 

'baelans attended lt and beoause there waa little neighbor. 

11nese between them and the Cbattanooge.llB. On th• return 

trip to Tuaoaloosa, the engine v-raa deNL11ed and it took 

approximately f1Ye hours to put S.t baok on the road, tbua 

making tbe picnic a complete tailttl"e.65 

Alt·nouch Stanton had approx.lmately thirteen miles ot 

road to ooaplet• bJ th• middle of Marchi be was once 

again troubled 'by labor d1ffieultlea. An agent ot a 

Louisiana sugar plantation atteapted to nlr• Stanton'• 

Chimme wo•kers. Wb•n Stanton refused to surrellder th•, 

64. Ibid. 

65. X'bid.# May 3, 1871• 



the United States 1)1str1ct Court subpoena•d them to 

MOblle on th• charge that Stanton was ho1d1ng them 

against their will., A United States marshal came to 

Tuscaloosa and took the six hundred Obs.Ms• to Mobile 

on toot. 'l'h• appearance or the ChitMse 1n oreenaboro o.n 

March 19,, caused much contwslon and turmoil, while their 

d1sappearano• troa Tuscaloosa caused bitt•~nese 1n the 

hearts or its c1t1zerts. The Tuscaloosa Observer asserted 

that the sole purpose ot th1a action was to delay the 

construction ot the road, while tb• Ind endent Monitor 
66 

placed the bl ... on •3ealous Mobile.• 

Despite the loss ot h1a China• 1abor•ra, Stanton 

managed to complete the road. On May 14, 1871, one 

hundPed and twenty citizens or Chattanooga came to Tusea.­

loosa to witness the driving or a stlver spike 1 s ify­

ing the cOMJ)let1cn or th• road. 'rht17 were well received 

1n the hoaes of the citizens or Tuscaloosa, and ne1 boi--

11neae, whlcb bad been absent trcm th• picnic at Spring­

ville\, waa very much in evidenoe. On Ma7 15. at 11 A. M., 

tbr•• crowded cars Journeyed twelve ailes south ot 

Tusoaloosa to Big Sandy creek in ord•r to wltn••~ tbe 

long awaited event. A bard. ra.1n dela1ed the proceedings 

tor three hours bu.tr 

66. l 
AdvePtlau,r, 



So soon aa iihe heaven• ceased weeping 
tor Jo1 ovep tbe gPeat event on the 
••• ot aecompltehments 'below, Mr. 
J, c. Stanton got •v•rrth1.ng 1ll 
read1n••• for driY1ng the preotous 
spike •. Mr•. J. o. Stanton. xrs. 
J.P. Stanton,.••• D•• Gardner and 
aeveral other ladl•• descended upon 
~he auddy •artb, and each.gaff lb• 
aheeiq nail an unes-ring bit·on tilt 
maaa.S.•• be$d, aald d•at•a1ng &hO\lta ot 
th• &889mbled wlt1tud• or 4•11gbted •ilh•~•••n, composed ot men tZ'OII the 
tour continents ot the globe--&urope, 
Aaia, A:fric,a, and Am•rt.oa. An electric 
ba\~ery being placed 1n poa1t1on1 the 
A & c Road was flashed aero•• th• 
w17 .. ,. nortbeaat.trly and aouth­
weaterly til 1n l••• than tw'ent1 
alnutes, it.bad reached ■oat ot tbe 
DP:Lno 1pal c:ltles tb:rougbout th• 
oOWlt;-y.. MN.nwbile a a 7 ea.anon 
near 'bt loudlJ belched b 1ta :rapid 
•alu'1at1ou ooatl . d~ing th• 
••r-.on1••, ,even to the hundt-4Kitb 
round, ta• abort intervals beinc t11led 
with the popping sound trom trmuaera'ble 
a.all aras • we editors ot th• 
Iooeatndent Moni . 11U8t ••1 Ju•t here, 
ifiai we Iii.a e· • onor of glvlng th• 
spike two boaespendtng 11elca# and :felt 
a 111 or Joy 1n our heart as we did 
so. 

On tb• ".x' da7,, lla'baaa and Chattanoop.•s Liabtn1ng 

Train l•tt New Orleans at 5 P. M • ., pasa•d through Vicks­

burg arriving 1n Meridian at 6:30 A. M., 1n Tuaealo08a 

at 10 A. M • ., 
68 

and 1n Chattanooga at 7130 P. M. Th• New 



York CQmteroS..-1 Adye~t$..eer •d• tbe following coment on 

the thirteen hour run from Mettidtan to Cna.ttanooga1 

!h:i.1 is extraordinary tor a new 
z-oa«, and ahOWIJ that 1t bat•• well 
oor:mtructed and in t1rst elaea oon-
d1tionJ and it atte.as auttlo1••t 
evldeno• that it will con.trol the 
veater part ot . the tnvel ,rom Mew 
York and tf}t Bast to New Orleans and 
tae loutta. 

!be Pblladelpbla Pr••• aa1d that tbe coapletion ot the 

Alabama and Chattanooga Jtailroad bad shortened the tlae 

ot tra•el troa lew York to lew Orleans b7 six h~a. 

Thia would glve preterenoe to the Pennsylvania Railroad 

over the Irle la11r0&4 whlch tormei-ly bad the shortest 

tiae. Tb• eompet1t1on ot this n,ew route to Rew Orleana, 

the Pl'ie1a.ma.lntained, bad already toreed r1val l.1nea to 

alter their the tablea.10 

ltuten soon began. running two passenger tralna eacb 

way da117, one ot which was an express• and rrom one to 

two tHigbt trains a dq. He soon obta1ned a united 

S'iat•• mail eentraot. 71 At tb1s tble the eompany had 

70. llll!J.. 

11. •aepoi-t ot the Special senate Ooaittee In• 
veat1c&t1ng the operation ot the A• c b7 the State ot 
Alabama," January 26., 1872, Joqr,_1 or the senate, 1871• 
1872, p. 355. . . . . . _._. ~ . .. . 



••v•nteen locomotives, ot which abtCH!ln were ttrat olaas J 

over one hundred rreicht cu-a, moat or whtoh were aew and 

ln goOd cord1t1oaJ au pa1ae1tger eoaehea and two Wlldley 

cars, all 1n good condition; two ••cond e1as1 eoaobes; 

a sutt1e1ent nwaber or mall and ba--• oars; and enough 

hend care and. tools to service tbe track. The Ooapany 

also own•d tbe uachllle 1bops, the eq,d .. p,aent, and tbe 

aaterials neoessary to k$ep the ro111na stock repau-ed 

and to build additional box ears and tlat ean.72 

The road in general wash good oondttlon, e&oepii tor 

certain porttoaa whiob ateded ad.d1t1ena1 work. Nost ot 

the ,rail between ••ridlan. afld York Statloa, tbe oldel" 

p&Pt ot the Jtoad, a distance ot tweat7.-aeven •ilea was 

light in •• t and wwn out, while aost ot the culverts 

and oross-tlea needed repalr-ing or replae••nt. ~• 

toi,ty.-tlve at.lea ot Jtoad between York Station and Akron 

Station wee 1n good oond1'tlon, but tbeJte were mar17 

temporary tNatlff between Akron Station and Tuacalooaa 

12 •. IllS.d. J •aeport ot tbe A:udltor of tbe State ot 
Alabama toi ?J:eoal rear ending septtllber 30, 1871 to the 
Governor,• ~~b-- State. JoQ,..•ts., .1871# PP• 95~96• 
Tb••• two souroi1 Ya.Pf 1 •• to tb• amount ot roll-
lag stock owned b7 the Alabama and Chattanooga Company. 
nt.··.·., • onlr. d1tterenc.·.·• w·orthy o.··t isote, 1• tha·t .. the Auditor•• 
report lists two lea l.ocomot1ves than Stanton in his 
teertiaon7 betore the Senate 1nvest1gat Coadttee. The 
Attdltor•s rtgur,ea are t!ut ones uaed in g vlng the nmaer 
Of locoaot1vea. 



, which needed replacing. The road between Tuscaloosa and 

Chattanooga was 1n good ooad1tlon except tor nine miles 

ot temporary track which had been la1d to avoid costly 

ex,u1vat1on. and needed r•placeaent. lxeept tor these 

nece1saey repairs, which could 'be made tor about $500.,000, 
73 the road was in good condition. 

The 1ueoeas ot.tne new road ••••d asaved to the 

people along th• 11:ne, but due to disputes ar1s1ng trom 

the coi-npt .anntr la Wb1cb the oonatruetlon or the road 

had been tlnaaeed, this appaPeat ••••••• soon disappeared, 

13, .. Report or ··••r• •. l'&l'l'&Dd and Thom,. Bailroa.d 
c c,mm1aalonen, •. ••••be,, 9, 1811., l 011Pna~ tbe. •••t• 
l871.-l8T2, PP• 39•43, 



CBAPTBR III 

PIRAKCI!IO flll COKSTRUOTIOI OP THB ALABAMA Am> 

CBAftAIOOOA :RAILROAD 

The Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad Company liated 

the following in January, 1870: 

Reaources 
State endoraed first mortgage 

bond• (unaold) 
Second mortgage bonds 

(unsold) 

1,900,800 acres of land 
valued at $2 per acre 

Cash in the treaaury 
Total reeouroes 

Cost of road 
Cost to date 
Cost to complete 

Total eost 

$ 4,800.,000 

1,825,000 

3.,801,600 
2~1«000 

$10,677,600 

$5,875,000 
6,295,000 

$12,170,0001 

The Company listed a stock subscription of $5,000,000 

whioh was included in the $5,875,000 listed as the coat 
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ot the road to date.2 However, none ot the $5,000,000 

waa used to purchase the Jlorth Ba.at and ,south West Rail­

road,and it appears that very little of the stock sub­

scription waa ever paid in.3 

The largest portion of the money used in financing 

the road came from the sale ot the state-endorsed first 

mortgage bonds. Stanton o'btained theae bonds 'by sending 

telegram& to D. P. Dalton, Governor Smith'• secretary, 

stating the number ot miles or road completed. Upon re­

ceiving one ot these telegrams Dalton sent Stanton the 

bonds endorsed at the rate or fl6,000 per mile.It- l'ollow-
I ing tnia procedure, he waa able to obtain the endorsement 

or bonds tor the twenty miles of track which had been com­

pleted by the Borth Bast and South Weat B.a1lroad Compan7 

before the rormat1on ot the Alabama and Chattanooga Com­

pany. Be obtained the endorsement ot bonds tor hia second 

twenty miles or track by using titteen miles or track 

which the Willa Valley Company had constructed and five 

miles ot track rented from another company.5 

I. Ibid. 

3. 1llnveatigation of 1871. '' During the investigation, 
ex-Governor Patton teatified that he did not think any or 
the stock aubacr1pt1on was ever paid in. 

ll. lb14. 

5., Alab&JB& !!.• Burr, 115 !!• !• Reeorta, p. -18. 



the cooperation ot lovernor lm1th, Stanton waa/ 

able to obtain the endorsement or bond1 long before be 

was entitled to them. On l'ovember 15, 1869,lovernor 

Smith stated that be had endoraed fl,800,000 in Alabama 

and Chattanooga bon4a. 6 However, by January 1, 1810., 

the etate had endorsed $2,800,000 in Alabama and Chatta­

nooga bond1, in 1p1te of the fact that the compan7 waa 

only entitled to the endorsement ot fl,080,000 1n bonda.7 

On lfovember 11, 1870, Governor Saith stated that he had 

endorsed $4,000,000 in Alal>ama and Chattanooga bonds. 

Actually he had. endoreed ♦5,300,000 in bonds, which was 

$580,000 more than Stanton would have been entitled to 

after he completed the road. However, tort7-tive miles 

ot road were still unt1n11hed at this time.8 

The money Stanton was getting trom the state-en.;. 

doraed bonds wu not enough to aatiaty him. larl1 in the 

1869-1870 ••••ion ot the atate legislature he had a 1pe­

c1a1 bill introdtaced into the Senate whereby the Alabama 

and Chattanooga Company would be loaned ♦3,000,000 in 

6. nMea1age ot William B. Smith, Governor ot 
Alabua .to the General A11embl7, ft Al&b'8l& State hCU,­
••nt1, 1869 ... 1870, p. 18. 

7. "1Inve1t11at1on or 1871. ft 

8. ''lleporta on the Condition ot Attaira in the Late 
In1ur~1onar7 ltate1. ,i Alabama teatimony,, Vol. I. 
Senate ••1•-rt•, 42nd. Conp-eea, Ind ••••ion, 1871-1872,, 
p. 193. ereinatter cited •• !g. Klux Reeort. 



· state bonds. Beapite aoae oppo1.1t1on the bill paaaed the 

Senate by an alaoat unant.ous vote. However. 1n ihe Bouse 

tbe b1ll eaeoctere<J auob oppoaitlon trom the re,Peaenta-· 

tlvea of o-.ero1a1 0J.1.1es, who teared ooapetltlon t._ 

cittes a.long the Ala'bl'h!& and Chattanooga Railroad. Also., 

11&117 »e,resentat1Yff telt that the atate bad loaned the 

Ala'l&aa and Obattanooga enoup ao1Ht7, already. The bill 

was reported atavorable on Fel>ruaey 4* and tailed to get 

tbe :aeeeaaa.,- two-tbSrds vote required tor paasa.ge. On 

Pel'tl'll&J7 T, tht Dill waa again Pe.terred to ooadttee where 

tile bill was reduoed to $2,000,000. Atte:r hehg tavorably 

rep.ort.ea, lt was passed.9 

ftt• »eaoei-ats.e Part1 aade aan7 well-towadad chars•• 

ot br&1,e17 tn oorm•etlon with the puaage or the $2,000,,-

000 loan. Stanton bad rented rour rooms at the k1b&nge 

Hotel wes-e •• was Vi.sited b7 •oat ot the state leglala­

tora d'G'iag the passage ot the bill. Jere Baralaon. a 

lfegro leg1alator, 18 reported to have beard C&N1wa7, a 

leglalator troa Kol>tle, aa7 that ther,e waa aone7 in 4ea1 .. 

111g with ltan,on. Haralson went to the Bxebaoge Hotel to 

try to obiaJ.a some ot th1a 11 eaay~ •o:ne7, Wb1le there he 

1aw carl7le, or the Alabama and Chattapooga Company., tak­

ing mGllDers ot the legislature. one at a time tor walk& 



and tllen returning aloae. The next da,- Haralson was 

"loaned• tirt7 dollars after pers-41nc carl7le that he 
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10 
bad avltohed troa tbe Dnoeratto to the Republloan ,any. 

not 

seem to have been oontined to Republicans. Dur.1ng the 

lut tew days ot th• 1869•1870 aeasion, 11. M. Gilmer. 

Prea1deat ot the loutn and North Railroad coapan,,. gave 

Jobtl BardJ• the eba1r:man ot the legislature•s cona1ttee on 

ra1J.roads. $35.000 to aeeu;ite passage of a bill ravoring 

hta coapany. colonel Owen, Preaident of the Montgoae:rJ" and 

Butaula Company ll&dt a lilce ttoontr1but1on" ot between 

$ao.ooo and j25 •. ooo tor legialat1oa tavorins bis oompan7. 11 

In a11. HardJ and hla colleagues received $150.00012 tor 

•••urlns tae pa,uuige ot acts loaning the ..... ;/;i,W,:fij!,~ and 

Chattanooga t2.ooo,ooo, the South and $l,0981 0001 

the nontgomer, and Butaula $300,000, Mobile and 

Kontgomer7 $21 500,000.13 Three of railroad 

1n1ppo:rt the Deaoora:tS.c Uvingaton Journal'iJ, assertion 

taat .-.,. Deaoo.ata •••• .aldng an S..sue ot tbe loan to 

.10. •xavetst1gat1on or 18711
3 Test~on1 

11.. Ilticl .. 

12. l:1YJ 1'!IO,t, P• 232+ 

1.3. Ibid., ,. 11'1; Alailaaa State i~l, ,,. .. "1..I•.•··,,. .. ,, 

11. 1810. · 



Stanton but at tbe same time were ignoring the loana made 

to railroad companies owned by Democrata. 1' The Demo­

cratic Party also ignored the tact that many Democratic 

legislators voted for each of these loans, including the 

loan to Stanton's company .. 15 

The State seemed to be well-protected aga1n1t loas 
16 fr,om the loan to Stanton. The Alabama and Chattanooga 

Company had to give the state $2,000,000 in first mort­

gage bond,1 secured by 1ta United States land grant, which 

waa valued at $3.,801.,000. 17 !he company was allowed to 

sell this land, provided that the proceeds were uaed to 

. make payments on the loan. In addition to this, the 

Alabama and Chattanooga Company had to give the state a 
18 

bond for $1,000,.000 based on nundoubted personal seeurity.n 

14. Alabama State Journal, September 17, 1870. One 
ot the ebteP complaln£a maile against Stanton was that be 
waa ao 1nfluent1al in the legialatu,e that the other 
railroad• could not obtain tavora without ~cutting'! him 
in on them. liinveert1gat1on. or 1871. •• 

15. ICu Jtlwt Jleeort, p. lJt.l. francie L. L7on, a 
Democrat, Piluoiant!y- 'admitted in h1a te1t1mony that the 
Democrat• were ae much responsible tor the passage ot 
th.ea• 'tl1lla aa the l.epubl1eana. 

16. Acta t Alallama, 1869-1870, p. 89. 
~ 

17. 01rospeotua, 11 p. 42. the land wu valued at two 
dollars per acre in th1a eatiaate. 

18. Aote -2£, Alabama1 1869-1870# pp. 89-92. 



In compliance with this law, the Alabama and Chattanooga 

Railroad Company gave the state or Alabama a 

its land grant, telegraph lin••• machine shops, 

on 

prope:rty in Alabama., Tennessee, Miss1a11pp1, and Georgia. 

Governor 8111th, in keep1nc with the lackadaisical 

manner in which he had administered. the endorsement or 
bond.a, permitted. the atate bonds to be delivered 

Stanton in bulk betore April l, 19 a ,rc.-u·ut<fhare which., 

though legal, waa extremely unwiae. 

Moat or the atate-endor1ed bonds were sold by lout­

ter and Company and Henry Clews and Company. Between 

April 7, 1869, and October 1, 1870, these two ltew York 

t1nano1al hou1e1 aold about $1.,000,000 or endorsed bonds 

in the Vn_1te4 State• and about $3,000,000 in lurope. 

Most ot the $3,000,000 in bonds which were 1014 in Europe 

were handled by IPlancer and Company, as were the next 

$710,-000 in endorsed bonds. 'the $2,000,000 in state 

bonds were sold b7 IJ!'langer and Company, to August Goettel 

19. rrinvestigat1on ot 1871. There is conflicting 
test1J10n1 as to tbe 4ate these 'bond.a were 4el1ve~e4 to 
Stanton. Charles A. Miller, the Secretary ot State at 
the tt .. they were iasued, test1t1e4 the bonds were de­
livered to one ot Stantonta agents on April 11 and 12, 
while Bauntel test!t1e4 that they we.re sold on March 26. 
Governor Lindsay found that some ot the bonda had been 
sold aa early a• .Aprill. Journal ot the Bouse, 1871-
1872, p. 18. . . - __.. 
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and. Company, German 'Dankera, between Aprill and May 19, 

1870.20 

Stanton had received all the endorsed bonds he was 

legally entitled to by lay 19, 1870. In order to obtain .. 

more mone7 with which to complete his road, he persuaded 

Governor Smith to endor•• an additional $580.,000 in bonda. 

In December, 1870, Governor Lindsay, who had just entered 

ott1ee, secured an 1nJunet1on to prevent the sale ot 

theae illegally-endoreed bonds. However., after th.ii in­

Junction waa dissolved by the Court of K1nga County, lew 

York., 21 Stanton waa able to obtain a loan by hypotheeat-

1n& tbem to Welch and Brothers., Philadelphia bankers .. Al­

though Stanton promised Weleb an4 :Srothera that be would 

uae thia loan to pay the interest due the bondholders on 

Janu~y l, 1870, he used thia loan to complete h1a roa.d. 22 

Throughout the construction ot his road Stanton vio­

lated the provision• ot the act permitting the state•• 

endoraement of hie company'• railroad bonds and the act 

loaning hia company atate bonds. He illegally eold ♦1,-

392,ooo,1n bonds :tor leas than ninety per cent of their 

par value. Also, 1n violation or these aeta, he µ.aed 

to. '{Xnveatigation of 1871 nJ 
Bouse, 1871-1872, pp. 11-19. 

21. llontgoaerJ J)a1lz A4vert11u1r, April 22, 1871. 

21. '1Inveat1gat1on ot 1872, n p. 313. 



money received rrom the aale of bon4• tor purpoeea other 

than building the road. !he proceeda trom the sale 

the 3JJ0 endorsed 'bonds were uaed in the Spring ot 

pa7 the rent on five miles ot track he had rented 

another ooa1u,n7. 23 In May ot 1869 the company pai,d 

eeveral or the 41rectore, a.on1 whom were J. c. Stanton 

and». Jl. Stanton, ♦160,000, whioh it had acquired trom 

to 

theae 

41reotora ifHU.ted $450,000 worth ot stock to themaelvea, 

wbioh they sold baok to the company at a ppofit ot $45,000. 

The eo11JHU17 had acqu1re4 th1a money through the sale or 
atate-en,oraed bonda.24 During the ,ear• 1869 and 1870 

tl50,000 received trom the aale ot endorsed bonds waa 11 ... 

legally used. At the aame time $200,000 in endo:raed bonds 

••• used by the Stanton• and their friends to purchase 

atook in the Roane Iron Company an4 in the Vicksburg and 

ler1d1an Railroad Com.pan7 an4 to operate a oeal mine. 

Between Nove•ber, 1870, and Pebruar7, 1871, the company- used 

$518,000 obtained from the aale ot bonds for purposes 

other than oonatrueting the ro,ad.15 

23. Alabama va. Burr, 115 U.S. Jte;eorts p. 418. 
fhi• track waa tba'71ve 11ile1 of-track near ebattanooga 
tor which Stanton reee1ve4 state-endorsed oor1as. er .. 
ante, p. 54. -

24. 

25. 

Ibid • ., pp. 419-420. 

Xb1d., p. 421. ____, 



Stanton al•o received money rrom tbe aale or the 

United States land grant. This money was not uaed to 
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make payments on the $2,000,000 state loan as was re­

quired by law. Stanton's agent sold 9,760 acres of 

agricultural lands at two and on.e-half dollars per acre 

and 17,760 acres of valuable mineral lands at the low 

pr.ice or two and one-halt to tour dollar• per acre,. Min­

eral land in the. same area was selling ror as high as 

seventy dollars per acre. Colonel James L. Tait, later 

receiver or this land grant, estimated that the state lost 

about $120,000 on the sale ot these mineral lands. In all 

Stanton received $81,4 from the sale of the total 27,520 

acrea.26 

Stanton was also able to obtain, on credit, $1,500,-

000 in labor and materials.27 Thi• helps answer the 

Livingston Journ11l's query as to where Stanton obtained 

the mone7 used in building his road,, it, as hia opponent• 

charged, he had not uaed the proceeds t:rom the sale or 

bonds in building the road and the members ot his company 

had not paid their stock subscription.28 !'or 1natanee, 

26. n!teport or Col. James L. Tait, Receiver of 
Land of the Alabama & Cbattanooaa R.R. to the Governor.~ 
Alahaaa State J)ocuments, 1873, p. 38. 

27. Independent Monitor, June 14, 1871. 

28. Ibid., April 19, 1871. 



Walter L. Fleming aaintaina that the proceed.a or the 

fl,000,000 loan ''were used to build a hotel and opera 

house in C.hattanooga., Where Stanton waa aecuaed ot trying 

to iaitate fiake and. Gould of Brie. 

ou1 rwaora 1n Alabama at this t1ae expre1aing this be­

lief. Hevertheltuus, Zella Araatrong 1n her !!1at,orz ot 

laa11ton Oo~ti; '104 C)u1.ttanooga; Tenn_••••• maintain• that 

Stanton•• hotel waa built almoat ent1rel7 by local credit 

and tbat onl1 the foundation ot the opera bouae waa laid 

and it waa never eompletec1..30 The latter's oontentiona 

appears to be correct, 'because when the state ot Alabama 

auetd Stanton and hia aaaoeiatea, the bu1141ng·ot his 

29. Walter L. Pleming, Civil Var and leoon,truet1on 
in .~A,...la ... b.,.....JI._~_,.:-, p. 594. - ---

30. Zella Arutrong., e liatorz .2£ l•ilton Countz 
amt Cl'iattanooea '1'1HU18HlH • ol. ff, PP• 7 - ccord• 
tn1 i. E& lu-lior, ilia Kotel waa valued at $100,000., and 
wn,1:11 it tat.led in the depression ot 1873, every firm ot 
any importanoe in Cbl.ttanooga tailed with it. Although 
Stanton lost everythin1.1.n this depression, he remained 
1n Chattanooga until 1 80 trying to reeatabliah htmaelt. 
Arter being ••tea,•« tor ma7or in 1880. Stanton left 
Chattanooga and th• South. 



hotel was not aaong the m&.nJ charges ot miauae of tun41 

made by the state against Stanton.31 

Stanton also received the endorsement or $194,000· in 

Alabama and Chattanooga bonds 'by the state of Georgia. tor 

the twenty-tour and three-tenths miles of road running 

through Oeorgia.32 ~he atate of Alabama had alrea4y en­

dorsed bonds at the rate ot $16,000 per mile tor this 

portion of the road. 

A short time atter the road was completed, MaJor 

W1ll1a J. 87kea., a prominent railroad man tromReaphia 

aade the following estimate of the Alabama. and Chatta­

nooga•• debtl 

31.. Alabama !!.• Bttrt", 115 _!. I.. Jte2,~rte, Pl'.. 313-
3a9. :During this trial, Stanton a.no his aaaoc1ates 
made no attempt to Petute the state ot Alabama'• many 
charges of violation ot the law in connection with the 
use ot the state endoreed bonds and state bonds. They 
maintained that the atate tailed to abow any connection 
between th••• t:rauds and the $1,537,000 Which the etate 
was demanding tor damages. Stanton and his asaociates 
were upheld by the court. 

32. Ala,ama Be11cr.m (Greensboro)., Au.guet 12, 1871. 
On August i., l8T:C Governor Bulloek ot Georgis, ordered 
the seizure or all the road and equipment in Georgia. 
Tb.ts led to a 41apute lJetween hor11a and. Alabama be• 
cause Governor Lindsay bad ordered seizure of the en­
tire road b7 the state of Alabam.a a tew da71 earlier. 
Eventually the disputed portion or the road was turned 
over to the State of Alabama. 



Bonde loan•d by state 
Bonde end.orae4 ey atate, 

recognized 
Bond.a endoraed by 1tate, 

unrecognized 
Seoon4 mortgage bond.a 
Jam1ar7 interea t ( 1871) 
Floating debt 

hount needed to coaplete and 
equip road 
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$2,000,000 

4,000,000 

1,300,000 
2,700,000 

300,000 
1,;00,009, 

fll.,800,000 
500,000 

RaJor Sykes estimated that the Alabama and Chattanooga 

Company could pa7 its way out of debt in ten years by 

the sale of 1ta land grant and by the proceeds trom 

ea:rr71ng the Yaluable trade that would develop along ita 

line~4 However., it was estimated b7 one of the later 

superintendents of the railroad that in 1870 tbe popula­

tion along the road wa• so si,arae that the company woul_d. 

only have halt aa much tra.tt1c as the average southern 

ra11Poad.35 Later event• ahow that lla.Jor Sykes waa over­

optiaiatio about the amow,.t ot trattio which would develop 

over the road. 

33. lnde2endent Monitor, June 14, 1871. Later 
*720,000 of tfii unreooin:riiri onds was recognized lly the 
state. In ad.4it1on to the tigurea 11ated by Major Syke•, 
the company went ♦237,000 more into debt on July 1, 1871, 
when it again tailed to pay the interest due on the 
bonds. MaJor BJ"k•• tail• to include the $194,000 in 
bond• which the atate or Georgia endorsed. 

34. Ibid. 

35. ffReport or the Keceiver• ot the Alabama and 
Chattanooga R. B., ii 1873, Exhibit I>, ',teport or the General 
Superintendent. '' Microfilm copy of' a pamphlet in the 
Library of Congresa. 



On December 13, 1870, J. c. Stanton 1:otoraed eov­

••nor L.tndaa7 that he would be uaable te pay the interest 

due the bondholders Januar,- 1, and ealled on the.Governor 
l ·. . "'-

to pa7 the 1ntereat. Llndaa,- aseerttd tbat be dld not 

.na•• the authortt7 to make thls pa111ent arad ealled on 

the legt11a1na:•e to give him tbe n••••••t-7 aut!h1rlt7. 2 The 

Btpubll.oan aena:te ••plied to tba Oovernor•s ,..quest b7 

&f.HllUPlng hla that -· had the authOl'lty to pay tbe interest 

and urging him to ma.Jee prompt pa,-ent.3 On the other 
4 

hand, the DemoeN.t1o Bo.ae, even attel' an invest tlon, 

1. flle Aat:ri•aa ·et11a alld :1•1~~•~ c,f 
X. ... .- .• ~ .,-raaton. oiiliiid 
• wa1 \mt. • ,o . ••••· beet:uae the demands 'by 

••• ot the local aewaa era tor state repudlatlon ot th• 
boada had aade 1t . le to ee11 th•·• A1tuall7 • 
Stanton l>onowed aonq tros Weleh and Bttotaers 1 Phila• 
delphia 'baaJlers, on th• tu·aderatand, that he would ua• it 
to p&f th• bteJ'tat, •. · .... ., ... , the • .. ·•Nt .••••• in eOJa• 
pletlng tb• rOIMJ. •xnvest· tlon ot ·2,. • p .• 313 .•. 

2. ~•lal •. I ia1 (J.~~1•3.~ .. , XIX· (P•l>ru• 
aey 4, ;• 

l• Jae,-, re\lrQaJ7 4. 1811, •. 

4,. •111veatlgatlon ot 1871 .• • 
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vaa umt.ble to deoW• whether the Governor ahollld pay the 

intereat.5 On• taot1oa ln the House led by w. c. Gates 

wanted to have the Qovei-aor conduct an 1nveatlgat1on to 

deter.in• the bona tide bond owners and then pa7 them. 

While another faction bead.S by R. B. Lew1a, x. It. Bo7d, 

and John A.. Steele was tor repudiation ot both the at&i;e 

'bonda Md the atate•endorsed oonda on th• grou.t>da 'that 

bo~ the aot loan1n& the Alabam& and Chattanooga 

$2*000,#000 and the act oonaol1dat1Dg the Wills VallfJJ 

Ooa,anJ' and the llortl\ Bast and Sout,b West Oomp&BJ' were 

uneonst1tutiona1.6 

A tignt d•v•loped trom the Houae diapute whleh aplit 

Ala'bama•1 newspapers iato two oppoa1.ng taet1one and at­

tracted the attention ot editors aa d1atant aa New York 

&ad London. Tb• Hew York ~l.a•~
1
• mak.111& pol.1tioal capital 

ot tbe threatened 1tepudiation •. contended tbat it was ''too 

plain that th• •»•ocratio• ta1th ot wh1ob he (Ltndsar) 

5. Montgom.er,r Advertiser.,. February 4, 1871. 

6. Ibid •.. The oonso11d&t1on aot of Oetob♦r 6, 1868, 
whl@ tbe·repud1at1on taatlon el&laed was W'loonat1tut1onal 
was neyer used.. Tn• 1111s va11e1 Coepan7 p~obased tbe 
Horth laat and••••• lleat lallr084 at auotion wben·tbe 
state toreeloaed 1ta mortgage on the North last and Soutb 
weat ltallroad. • an,e, PP• 11-19. The repud.lat1on 
taotion .. • a pro.poaa.·. e FOV1s1on tor contesting the cca-
•tltutlonality ot the two acts 1n the courts. It tile 
state 1u1preme court should deo14e t.be acts were constltu-
1S1ona11 the inteJteat would be paid. 



68 

bG&eted in h1• t•l-Sr&ll&# ... ntl little else than ~pud1&· 

t1cm ot tn• aota of bl• tR~ubliean' predecessors~ It 

••·- likely tbat ot.ber SouthePa atates will follow suit 

upon a ebaqg.e 1n partiee., M 7 TIie London T also eon­

dam•d the att•pt to repudiate tbe bonds ou't expreesad 

faith 1n Governor L1ndsa1•• promis.e to pay the 1:nt•r•st.8 

• Journal attacked Lindaa7 tor not pa7i11C 

the intere1t Sanedtatel1.9 while lhe Buntevill• 4dvoe-.te, 

aaother Bep11bl1e:an paper~ dt-.nded tnat otbe.r rat.lroada. 

like tn• south and Korth and K•ontgomery and Mobile, be 

1n•••t1gated l,ecause th••• co-,an1es were ulng the mone7 

th1'J i-eoeiYed tr-. sale ot state endorsed bonds to pay 

tbe 1ntereat on th•~ 'bonda,.10 Tile Jeaeeratic papers 

we.re d1vlde4 on the interest iseue. The Kon 011Gry Ad-... 
yef'tU•~ .led tbe fight tor those who favored tbe pa111ent 

ot interest to bomi tide owners upon an 1nvest.1gat1on b7 
ll 

tb.e Governor. Th• Ad.vertlstr was supporM4 bJ tbe 

7. Montg-.r7 ».1¼z Adve:rti&ler, 1'ebrua:ry 8, 1871. 

8, I'b ., l'e'irua17 10,. 1871. 
,. 

10. 

1, January 28. 1871; 

~~•, l'lbruaey 10• l8Tl. 



&utaw Wlihl •no Ob11erver1 tbe Bl7ton B•:ral<i, tbe 

B\IQ, tbe QpeUk& LOOOll(Zdi tbe· aactadflD Ttm••·-
12 

C:tutr•okee 44ye:,ti,a1r, · tbe ·ura.a~•-,v• JIIWfl • and the Croes 
13 

Plains t. 801a8 or tbe Advertlaer•s oppoaeats, 

advoeat1na repudiat1on. were tbe ao11"1gom11n 

Selma -r1-.a, the Hapeville ax. er, and tbe 801at11,rn 

~lfjl\1'3 (ielaa). 
14 

.IncJJe&sed preaauP• vaa put on tbe Bouae to tbe 

intereat When M. • Porrest,. former Confederate general who 

preeldent or tne sei.. Marion and Rempn1s Railroad, 

13. 

14. 

T)le .State credit 1s sinldn1 tast. 
Badioal papers charge 1ntent1onal 
repudiatlon on tbe Deaoorat1c party 
South_. and ualeaa tbe lta\e tae 
i11t•r•1t promptly, lrreparab • nla 
awaits the railroad.and state Of it. 
Urge tb• part7 act baedlately., 

. , ,,,1,~ 13, 18'11. 

• February l8c1 1871. 

Pfl'.brUl.!7 l * 
• Februar113., 1871; 
1; April 22, 1871. 

~a. ...... 4. , 1ebruary 12, 1871. 

• 
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in lfh1cb Smith adidtt•d bis negl1genc• 1n tndoral.Dg th• 

oonda and adv1aed partial repudiation.16 

Tlle Wblbers or th• Houae were under sueb pressure 

trom both taet1ons that they passed oontl1et1ng bills on 

Februar7 21. On• prov.ided to:r the pa,aent ot interest 

to bona tide owners,, wllile th• other provided tor repud1a­

t1011.17 Unexpectedly the radleals voted tor tbe repudia• 

lioans w1tb tavorlrc r•pudiatlon beeause it wou.ld give 
18 Stant OB a elev titl• to tn·• road. Qoyernor Sal th• a 

letter to Lindsay indlcat•• this waa a valld charge be­

••••• 81111\h• bis secretar7, and the ex◄ee!'etary ot aiat• 

were later eaploJed by the Alabama and Chattanooga 

Compan,,. 19 Also, N. s. Jorr•at•s telegr-aa and the article 

16. •·* Apv1l 181 1871; April 21,, 18111 April 
30, 1871. ta advocated repudiating $3;3001 000 or the 
t7 ,3001000 tot.a.l atate and endor1<td bonds b•eau••• th• 
puronaae:r, .... · knew that the road wu not con-
structed at the ti.me <tf purchase. Alto Erlanger purellaaed 
$500,000 ln bo.ada tor less than the aln•t1 per oe:nt ot 
par value wbleh was required by law. 

11. :tolt\., rebruary 22, 1871. 

18t Ibid. 
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in tbe New York Times indicate that tbe Republ1~ans 

probably wanted to keep the threat ot repudlat1on alive 

in ottder to aet northern aupport ror the1r reconstruction 

program. 

OD P•br~ 25 a b1ll :finally passed tbe legislature 

authorizing the Governor to oonduot an investigation to 

determine the bona fide bondholders, to pay the by ••ans 

or a loan, and then, to tak• steps to recover the money 
20 

trom tht Alabama and Chattanooga COllp1l!tJ. Between 

Jtar,ob 21 and lpril 5 Oovermn,. Lindsay det•.~ that all 

the state bonds and tbe t!rst tom- tiunmand endorsed 

bonds were 1:n the band's or bona tide Otnl4lrs. Th• bona 

tide 011nters were paid by a loan obtained trom J>uean~ 
21 

lh•rman# &fld Coapany ot •-·YOJtk. 

Llndsa,-•a aot1ve in payins tbct interest on tbe Ala­

bama and Chattanooga•• \londs seems to have b••n to perreot 

tbe a"1t,e• s elatm on the road. He later trled to per­

suade D. •• Stanton t;o turn ttte road ov-~ to the state t,7 

threatening to to~ecloe• the stat•'• 110rtga.ge on the road. 

Wbat•••• ebanee Ltlldeay httd ot torctng Stu-tea to do tbls 

20+ 4 ta ,st Ala 1870-18711 P• 12. 

21. MontgQme77 ~i.~Z: .ldvtrtistr,, A,r-111•, 1811, 



dlaappeared on June 8, when tae United. States 41str1et 

oourt 1n Mont1osa•17 deolared the Ala'baaa Ul4 cb&,tanooga 

CoapanJ' he.nlcrupt. 22 A story wbioh the Cba,tanooga TS..•• 

elreulated during August., 18Tl. 1t true,. helps explain 
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D. •• Stanton•• :petuaal to turn the road over to the state. 

bad paid ♦100.,000, moat17 1n l>o11da and aeouritlee, to a 

oloae aaaoo1ate ot L11Klsa7 • a named Mo Kay.. Mol017 was to 

W1e the MOne7 to hrllut Oovemor Llndaay not to toi-ee1oae 

on the Alal>ama and Chattaaooca oompaa,. Mc1ta7 kept tbe 

aoaer, ln,t told Stanton he bad ma.de the dtalred a1reement 

with L11Klaa7. Ttt1s •de Stanton feel secure agai.Det legal 

action 'by the atate.23 

22. •••••&&• ot Qovefflor Lhdaay.to.tbe Legislature. 
Jfov821lutr 12, .1871,.'' Journal ~t thf' Bout9:, 1871•18'2, 
•·.· ·1.9 •... 'the .,etitio·•··•&a .••· -.·"· , •. n .... •. J.o• .. ·.•. on .. ·.• a 
,1·.••·5·····iooo ol·•····bt· ...... • .. · .. ·•·•·· .ln•t .. t.h• '.·.. • COl&ffe1alan4 r;1mn-01&·.· ·.~J!llole:1 W (Juae 17, l l ·· • o effaa 
plate· ·" · ng part. 1n the aegot t whleh led to the 
tora&ti•• ot theAla'bama and Cilattanooga Company. Ot. ai,te, 
Chapter I,. a!!•S.• 

23. Alabama aea,.0~11 (Greenst>oro),. August 12,, 1871; Iatt•-·--··- -••001-, st 9, l8Tl .. » ••• Stanton 1• a!:teg&a·lo'bive.,5!d co oael lbOdes that Ltndea,- would not 
dare •1••• th• Alab&\aa and Cbattanooaa beca\18e ht had. ••· 
oe,,ed ataaton••. bribe. Wbtn 8ta1iton'• olala tnat Lta«aa.7 
ha.cl -••• brllted l,7 Mea&y •• 'breucnt 1D Llndsa1•1 a:ttatlon, 
Uad1a7 01ttahed, a wt•••• co~ftlu11oa rroa Noxay. LS.lldaa7 
reeelved letters troa Stanton 1n lihlob Stanton ••t•rred to 
the •a~ements lie bad made w1tb 7our (LtndtH1,-•1) agent.• 
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bound tor Meridian, where Stanton'$ unpaid employees had 

organized and seized the company•s rolling stock and 

equipment as security tor their back wages.27 On J~ly 26. 

some ot the Meridian employees went on the orrens1ve. 

'.I'bey proceeded to Tuscaloosa 1n one or the Alabama and 

Chattanooga trains to intercept a tre1gbt train which was 

due to arrive there on that day. They atopped the1r train 

about a Idle south of 'l'uscalooea and walked 1nto town, 

where they round the x-eoently arrived train. Upon d1a­

cov~tng that the crew bad gon• to dinner. the7 detached 
28 the •n~:Lne and took 1t to Meridian. 

Durlng this tble, trains aeldOJI ran on schedule~ and 

the 'l'usc.aloosa _.rchants were v-.ry crltical or the ir­

regular train serv1et. Throughout .1une1 trains had 

praetieall7 stopped Punning, and when they rt-suaed epe.ra-
29 tlons on July 11 they wen extr...,ly unreliable,. ·. 

Ba~ly ln July., the decision declaring th• Alaba■a and 

Chattanooga bankrupt was re-vel'sed by Judge lfoOd or the 

Ped•ral Circuit Court ot Mobile. Judge Wood ruled that 

27.. Ibid., Jun·• 14, 1871. Stanton had ordered his 
eaployffs l'oaend all th• rolling stock to Chattanooga. 

28. Ibid., July 26, 1871, 

29. lb1d •• Jul,y 5, 1871, et. 8 • 
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W. A. C. Jones, the creditor who sued the eeapan7, did 

not have a su'batant1al elala agaiast the tOllp&ny. During 

the trial it we.a made ol•ar tll&t the eo.mpany could 'be 

sued tor bartla'upto7 by anyone with a valid ola1a, 30 ttu,s, 

leav1na the wa.7 open tor Governor L1ndaa7 to take action 

aga1aat tn•· ooape.ay. Lindea1 ord•ered ht.a private 

aeoretur, Colonel John H. Glnd:rat1 to aetse the read to.,j 

tile atate. On July 28, (H.adftt:t pi-oeeeded to Neritlla.n, 

wa•r• be began the aot1011 whle!l eventuallJ •roupt the 
31 

road mldff tile eontrol ot tne atate. Th• Staatou had 

loet th:elr i-oad and the A.labaaa aad enattan1Ht1a Coapa117 

bad entu,rtd a new ••• or dev•lopaent. 

31. "Rtpor't ot Jobn B. Gindrat. Reoeiver of.the 
A lab._ and Cnatta1H1oga. lallroad to tbe oo.-ewu,r, • ~•1a .• 
bam& ~tlltt J)~9-ts, 1871. -



COICUJSION 

'lbe ltant•n• and their aaaoolatea were able to olJta1n 

th• lortb la.at and South Wes·t Railroad, 1ts privileges. 

and moat ot ita propert7 tor $750.-000 ln Alabama and 

Chattanooga ••oond aortgage bonds. Roat or t:tut ePed.ltos-a 

and the atooldlolders ot the lwth last aad l&utb west 

Coapan7 rtoelved nothing troa tbe sale or the n1lroad as 

a result or the abrewd Jl&nlpulatlena ot the Stantona., Gov­

ernor Patton, and 10.-ernor Smltb and tb.e eorruptlon and 

tn•xper1enoe ot the rdleal Republioan 1eg1s1ature., 

J. c. St8'1ton, who pPoved to be an ablt eonatructlon 

auperviaoi-, npldlr cu.>nstr.ot•d a well 'built road. HOW• 

ever, tbe liaatona and theb aaaooiatea preved to he eor-­

rupt and WJed the lltitenl tiaaaeial aid whleh ther re­

ceived rroa tht State ot Alabaaa to• pr1Yate proJ•ota not 

eonneeted with tke eonatnet1on ot the road. As a result 

ot this ais\18• ot tund•• the ltantona were unal,le to pa7 

the 1ntereat due tbe1r bondholden ana had to resort to 

tllaay eonatr.otion work 1n order to ooaplete the road. 

The ina'b111ty ot tne Al&'bama and Chattanooga Compaay to 

T6 



to meet its financial obligation& led to the State•• 

••ieure ot the read. 

Although tb• lne:xper,ience a.i corruption or the 

radical Repld,llCHID8 -· mably ·••tonalbl• ,.. the tPauda 

connected ritl the rtnauolng ot tbe eonatruetloa ot 'ihe 

Ala1t11• and Cbatta.nooga Ballroad., the Rtp\tb11oans W1ll'e not 

solelr re9poffltibl• tor thnt tr&wlf.. l'lte Stanton• were 

••lo_.4 b7 t11e·1esooi-ate in the areas or the State wbleh 

would 11enetit trea '111 •••• .. •1d,.on ot ta• Ala-..a .and 

Cbattaneoga Ha11Poad. Gevernor Patton, a »••orat, did 

more than .1-, otaer AlatJaaun t• aid ta• •••••• la the 

tormatlon ot tlH~'lr ooapa117. The aota n1eb adt th••• 

rrauda posalblt were support.a 1>1 .,._b ,_oe.ata and 

Republieans I Tke Daaocratlo owners or i-a11roada appeu 

to have bl'l/bld lt11slators u tirtei, •• Sta.ton brlll•d 

them. Rueb or tht ,._oont1o oppost.tlon to the .&11:b..., 

and Cbattaaeoga Coa,aaJ re1n1lttd :r.• •---••lal Piva117 

rather tnan oppoe1t1on totn• ,orrupt10'1 •••••t•d with 

tb.e t1nane1ng ot lta a♦natnetlen alld ••• de1tz-uettve 

rather thaa o•netruotS.ve. 
The people Of Alabama paJ.d a hilb px-t•• toi- tbt eon­

asruotioa o.t tbe Alaballl a.ad Clulttaa...- Rd.lread. How• 

ev·er, bad the ltantone not secured eontrol or the road, 

1t 11 probable tbat lt would aet ba•• ••• oapleted tor 

man7 years. 
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Boon, 

Th• T"'-- .\Mel. Czcl,.edJ.a Qd 1t91Qtel' .. ot 
- ,.· r4u1 ···-· or ,ie , • ., ;grzq; 9' -Vc,Te. !, ~I. lpplet&n al!ia Oom,uiJ, ~~- York., 

1812. 

And•••·····.·.•,o·n·. '···. 11 •.... L.'·.•, Laws 1tel.&t~ .. to····· t. h•.· .. Lan4•·'··•·0·•····.• ;vp o,wnec1 h lbi lia ama""inrfflaiiiaiioop-
· ..... ·.• .. ··.••. h·;··•• •. •.·~ .. •. •···••I• lad lona;,1'1i'ifiill•• 1885. l'ierotlla eepy. 

Ante•,·· .. Blllel, .'fh·I! f~tR .of C.,.l ~!ld. Xi-~ la .. · 
A . • -We . . • · nillibam ehuSe:, of 'Coinraeroe, 
.- · ., 1910. 

:Duaoae, JObn WS.iherapoon, ~l•b•••• T .. 1-.ade., 
(J•• It. areer., edlt r J. llb ·· oo Gompii7, 
B1rat.agbAm., 19'1,0 • 

11~!-"e• Jii!l tr ct& ar~11•;1:.¥-rm. 1,11. · 

He:rber·t. Btllu, ,., 1th .tbe lol$4 $0\lth. a. JI. 
w.Ol14ward aad c ~tWlmoi-5, 1890. 

bfl"ke'i1=n~X:t;;:; 
1 
•m:~•\taz tlabama • 

Moor•., ·•. 1.· ••rt.·· BuPton,. Hll.toa W'f .. Ii .. 3. A·.•· .. la---Book ltore, vatveNS:lt;l • .... ·.· ... ··· .. : 4). 
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Articles: 

Moore, Albert a., "Railroad Building 1n Alabaaa 
During the leconatruotion reriod, it Journal 
ot Sou.thern lltartorz:, I ( loveaber, 1§35) ,, 
ff1-41t. 

Periodical•• 

oo.,.l'o1al 41nd r1naneial Chronicle. XII (Pebru­
ary. 1',-W1!J, 1¥0. 

la11J'oa4 tasette,, II (lovember 12, 1870), 153; 
ff (liy 18, 1872), 212. 

levapapera: 

Alab••• Beacon (Greenaboro), August 12, 1871. 

Alabt!i.lllll It.ate Jo'IU'nal (Nont.gomer7) • Ootobfl' 11,. 
18081 Oeiober !l., 1868; Ootober 30, 186a; 
March 19, 1869; Ila.rob 17, 18701 June 10, 
1870; July 14, 1870; Auguat 20, 1810; 
Sept••-•r 17, 1870; .Janv.arr 28, 18711 
february 10, 1871. 
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Independent "onito:r (!uacaloo1a), September 8L 
I86XJ lfotio'&er 13, l868J hoeat;,er 29, ltJ68; 
June 11., 1870J Septeaber 13, 1810, Octoher 
25, 18TOJ Ru-ch 7, 1871; Nu-eb 14, 1871J 
March tl, 1871;. Rarch 28, 1871; April 19, 
1871; May 3, 1871; June 7, 1871! June 12, 
1871; June 14, 1871J lune 21, lU71;. Jt1l7 
5, 1811; July 26, 1871; A\l&Ult 9, 1871.. 

Nobile DiiiJ ftej1•ter,. Oetob•. r 5, 1869; October 
8, · · 1 oveaier 9, 1869; Deoeniber 28, 1869. 

Montgom•. · ry 1!1~l .11.dvertUer, Pebrury. 4 • . 1871; 
Pebruar7 , 1811; feiruar1 8, 1871; 1ebrwu:-y 
10, 1871; . »'ebruar7 12, 1871; Pebruary 13, 1871; 
Pebruar7 14. 1871; 1ebruar7 15, 1871; l'et,­
ruary 17, 1871; J'ebruary 18, 1871; Pebr~y 21., 



1871; March 23, 1871; Mareh 25, 1871; April 
18, 1871J April 21, l871J April 22, 1871; 
April 30, 1871. 

Tuscaloosa Oba1Jrver, March 20, 1869; August lJf., 
1869; lovemiir 9, 1869; January 15, 1869; 
April 19., 1870; .. lay 21,. 18701 lune 181 1870; 
July 2 1 1870; Jul7 8., 1870;. luly 9, lUTOJ 
July 16, 1870; October 8, 18701 October 22, 
1870J March 25., l871J December 17, 1871. 

Government Doou.menta: 

Alabama: 

Acta ot A.lal'I ... , 1851-1852; . 18 -1854; 1857-
11158; ISS9-18601 1866-1 7; 18681 
18 -1870; 1870-1871. 

Jo..-nal of the Hou.ae,1871-1872. 

Jo\U'nal 91.. the Senate,, 1868. 

''fMe1aa1e of Governor Lindsay to the Legiala• 
ture, 0 lovemaer 12, 1871, JOWJUt.l ot tne lo~••, 1871-1872. . . . · _... -

n••••&1• ot William H. Saith, Governor ot 
Alabama to the General Aeae11bl7, .n .llabam.a 
State ltocwaent1., 1869-1870. 

'1lepo:rt of Col. Jame• L. Tait, Receiver ot 
Land ot the Alabama• Chattanooga I. a. 
to the Governor, •1 Alabama State Dooumenta, 
1873. 

"Report ot John H. Gindrat, Receiver ot the 
Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad to the 
Oovernor,u Alabama State Document•, 1871. 

1lllepoi-t ot Weasra. lfarrantl and Thom, Railroad 
Comm1aa1onere, ti lfovember 9, 1871, Journal 
ot the Senate, 1871-1872. ------



"Jteport ot the Au41tor ot the ltate ot Ala'Bua 
tor the tiaoal 7e&I' endin1 leptealter 30, 
1871 to the Governor, "* Ala'buia State 
Jocn11Mnts, 1871. 

naeport ot the aeoe1vers ot the Ala'baaa and 
Chattanooga B. B.,tt 1873, lxbi'bit J>., 
i'leport ot the General Superintendent. 
Nioretila copy ot a pamphlet in the 
Library or Conar•••· 

nieport of the Speci.al Bouae Committee Ap­
pointed to Investigate Railroad Rattera, 11 

Journ.al ot the Houa<1, 1811-1872. ___ ......._ - -- ....,_,.....,_. 

Hfteport of the Special Senate Committee ln­
veat1gat1ng the Operation ot the A• C 
bf the state or Alabama, Januar7 26, 
1871, '' .Jot1rnal ot the Senate, 1871· 1872. .. . .,.. _.... ...... . 

United ltatea: 

Alabama va. Burr., 115 y. !· B•2orta, pp. 413-
429:-

••11ort• ot the Committee ot .tb• Holla♦ ot 
· le2ri•iiit•tl ve•, Report nmaier !4 ;-3s,tn 
foJ!are. <··. ea, Ina'. aeaa1on, Vollime IV, . 
1866-1867. 

naeporta on the Condition et attaira in the 
Late lnaureotionary Statea," Ala.boa 
T••.· tiraony, Yol•• 1. Senate. ••,orta, 
42nd Congreaa, 2nd Seaaion, 1Br-!BT2. 

?4anuacripta: 

Clark., lames Harold, "History ot the North East and. 
aoutb West Alallama Railroad. to 1872, t:, an un­
pu.1>11.thed master'• tbeais, lniveraity or 
Alabama, 1911,9. 



Dannelly, Berao1ne, f*'fbe L1te and Tim•• or Robert 
Jem1aon, Jr. During the Civil War and B.econ­
ati-uoticm, n an 1mpubl1ahed 11aater•1 tl\es1a, 
Vn1vera1ty or Alabama, 1949. 

Jemiaon Papers, Alabama Collection., Univera1ty or 
Alabama. The Jemison Papers consist or letter­
book11, toldera, ledgera, and record books con­
cerning the personal, public, and bu.sine•• 
lite of Robert Jemison, Jr. (tor a brier 
sketch or Jemison•• lite••• tootnote number 
6). 

Mieoellaneou• Pu'b11al\ed Rateriala: 

"'Proapeetua and Pirat Annual Report ot the Directors 
ot the Ala'bama and Chattanooga la1lroad Com­
pany to the ltockholdera, tl Jaru.tary, 1867. 
Wright and Potter, Beaton, 1869. Rierot1lm 
copy or a pamphlet in the Bureau ot Railway 
lconom1ca, Washington., D. c. 

Smith, Ouitord T., '1Report or the Rineral Reaourcea 
or the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad 
pany, n W. H. Young and Blake, Troy, •• Y., 
1871 .. A microfilm copy or a pamphlet 1n the 
Bureau of ila1lw&J Bconoa1cs, Washington, D. C. 

riTbe Great Railroad Route to the Pae1t1c and Its 
Conneot1ona Showing the llelat1ona of the Ala­
buia and Chattanooga Railroad to the hopoaed 
Southern Line to the Pacific," Alfred Mudge 
and Ions, Boston, 1870. Ni.erotilm or a 
paaphlet 1n the L.1brary ot Congr•••• 

Personal Interviews: 

Whitman, Jlarcus, School or Commerce., University 
Alaluuaa., JJovember 18. 1950. 




