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Ambrose, Daniel Leib.  History of the Seventh Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, From Its 

First Muster into the U.S. Service, April 25, 1861, to Its Final Muster Out, July 9, 1865.  

Springfield, Ill.:  Illinois Journal Co., 1868. 

 

CHAPTER I. 1-10  

 

The Storm that for years had been brewing; Lincoln's Election; The Inauguration ; The wild 

frenzy of the South ; The Fall of Fort Sumpter ; The Corame nee -  

ment of the War : First call for troops ; First muster-in of the Seventh ; Three  

Month's service ; Re-enlistment.  

 

CHAPTER II. 11-24  

The commencement of the three years', service ; Roster of Officers ; Camp at Mound City, 

Illinois ; Camp at Cairo, Illinois ; Leaving Cairo ; Ascending the Mississippi ; Landing at 

Sulphur Springs ; Camp at Ironton ; Pilot Knob ; Expedition through Missouri ; Camp at Cape 

Girardeau ; Descending the Mississippi ; Landing at Fort Holt ; March to Elliott's Mills ; Battle 

of Belmont ; Return to Fort Holt ; Expedition to Blandville and Elliott's Mills ; Preparation to 

leave Fort Holt.  

 

CHAPTER III. 25-29  

Leaving Fort Holt ; Ascending the Ohio and the Tennessee ; Landing before Fort Henry ; Match 

to the rear ; The mud ; Fall of Fort Henry ; Accident met with by Company I ; Camp at Fort 

Henry.  

 

CHAPTER IV. 30-48  

March to Fort Donelson; Battle of Fort Donelson ; Surrender; Losses; Camp at Clarksville ; Trip 

up the Cumberland to Nashville ; Return to Clarksville ; Descending the Cumberland ; 

Ascending the Tennessee; The Fleet; Landing at Pittsbnrg Landing ; Our Camp there ; Rumors 

of the Enemy's Advance.  

 

CHAPTER V. .49-65  

Battle of Shiloh ; First day ; The attack ; First position of the Seventh ; Advanced position of tbe 

Seventh ; Their danger ; Their retreat ; Their new line ; Fearful tempest ; The lull ; Grant's last 

line Sunday evening ; Victors of that last great line ; Arrival of Buell ; The night ; The rain ; 

Silent sleepers ; The second day ; Two armies fighting hand to hand : Enemy's retreat ; Falling of 

the curtain ; Seventh's camp upon the field ; The fallen ; List of casualties ; The record ; 

Seventh's wounded ; The living ; Burying the dead ; Camp at Shiloh after the battle ; Marching 

orders.  

 

CHAPTER VI. 66-90  

Leaving Shiloh ; The roads ; Joining Sherman at Monterey ; Siege of Corinth Evacuation ; 

Joining Pope ; March into Mississippi ; Warm weather ; Scarcity of water ; Return to Corinth ; 

Camp near the Mobile and Ohio Railroad ; Sixth Division Camp ; Camp on Purdy road ; Camp 

in Jack-oak Thicket ; Battle of Iuka ; Iowa boys our brothers ; Ordered to our old camp near 

Mobile and Ohio Railroad ; Second Division concentrating ; Rumors of Price's advance upon  

Corinth.  
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CHAPTER VII. 91-121  

Battle of Corinth, first day ; Orders to move ; Rumor of Price and Van Dorn advancing ; 

Marched to the outer works ; Seventh's position in the works ; Contest on the hill ; Flanking of 

the Seventh ; Its safe retreat ; Charge of the Second Division ; Second Division fighting the 

whole rebel army ; Ordered into camp for the night near the college ; Movements during the 

night ; Second day Position in the morning ; Early filing from a rebel battery ; Regiment's 

position behind the temporary works ; The attack ; The Fierceness of the battle ; Falling back of 

the troops ; The re-action ; The victory ; The casualties ; Camp on the field ; The pursuit ; Camp 

at Rookerville, Mississippi ; March back to Corinth"; Camp at Corinth ; Second Division , 

Cincinnati Commercial's Correspondent , Captain Holden's resignation  

 

CHAPTER VIII. 122-145  

March into West Tennessee ; Arrival at Purdy ; Arrival at Lexington ; Arrival at Pinch : Rebels 

withdraw from Jackson ; March to Henderson ; Take the cars for Corinth ; Our line of 

communications cut ; Foraging ; Close of 1862 ; New Year ; Lincoln's proclamation : Railroad 

still cut : Arrival of the mail by Pony express ; Rations running short ; Troops compelled to 

subsist on corn ; Communication open ; Full rations ; Conversation of two sentries ; Non-arrival 

of mails : Cold weather ; Comments of the soldiers on modern democracy ; Arrival of the mails ; 

Soldier's letters ; Their welcome ; Game Cocks ; Trip to Hamburg landing ; Heavy duty of the 

regiment ; Corinth a Gibraltar ; Meeting of Illinois officers in Music Hall, Corinth ; Passing of 

resolutions relative to the vigorous prosecution of the war ; Office of Chaplain ; Trip to 

Davenport Mills ; Resignation of Colonel Babcock ; Celebration of the first anniversary of the  

battle of Shiloh.  

 

CHAPTER IX. 146-168  

Marching orders : Leaving Corinth : Column headed towards the Tuscumbia Valley : Camp at 

Burnsville : Iuka, Mississippi : Camp near Bear River : Our advance disputed : Crossing Bear 

river ; Skirmish with the enemy : Regiment falling back : Camp near Bear River : Colonel 

Rowett after the sheep : Plans for ambushing the rebels : The Failure : Arrival of re-inforcements 

: Foraging : Arrival of Colonel Straight : Some bold movement contemplated : Alabama cavalry 

and the Kansas Jayhawkers on the war-path ; Arrival at Tuscumbia, Alabama : The Springs ; 

Seventh ordered to South Florence, Tennessee river : Soldier's way-side dream: Flags of truce: 

Battle of Town Creek : Crossing Town Creek : Following the enemy: March back to Corinth : 

Destruction of property : Swimming Bear River : Arrival at Iuka : Arrival at Corinth : Receiving 

news concerning the fall of Richmond : The excitement .  

 

CHAPTER X. 169-199  

Move from Corinth . Camp at Bethel, Tennessee : Visit of Adjutant General Thomas : 

Evacuation of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad^: Return to Corinth : Cornyn's raid ; His laconic 

letter to Colonel Biffle, C. 8. A. : His conversation with the Alabama D. D, ; Seventh mounted : 

The mules ; Rowett's first raid : Camp on Horton's plantation : Camp at Cotton Ridge : Camp at 

Henderson : The charge into Montezuma : Camp at Fort Hooker : Return to Corinth : News  

from Vicksburg : Raid of the rebels on the Government corral : The pursuit : Return to Corinth : 

Another raid into West Tennessee ; Camp at Hamburg : Passing the old battle field of Shiloh: 

Camp on Gravel Hill: Return to Corinth : Execution of a deserter ; Prepararions for another 
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expedition : Leaving Corinth, Camp at Lexington : Arrival of Hatch and Phillips, Rowett and 

Hatch sweeping the country : Camp near Hunting ton : Little Girls at Huntington : Camp near  

Louisville and Memphis Railroad ; Arrival at Trenton ; Camp at Gibson : Camp at the Town 

mills : Grinding corn : Return to Corinth : Boldness of the guerrillas. Major Estabrook's raid : 

Passing through Adamsville : Jack Creek : Johnson's Mills : Guerrillas : Camp at Henderson : 

Attack of the guerrillas ; Return to Corinth ; Rowett's raid with the Seventh Illinois and Kansas 

Jayhawkers : Camp at Fort Hooker : Pass through Henderson : Camp at Mifflin : Killing of 

Sergeant Picket : At Jack Creek : Pursuing Colanel Newsom : Fight at Swallow's Bluff ;  

Returning to Corinth : Captain Clark attacked at Purdy : Return to Corinth . Leaving for 

Chewalla, Tennessee : Camp at Chewalla : Returning again to Corinth and going into our old 

quarters: Arrival and movement of troops; Indica" tions of an aggressive movement.  

 

CHAPTER XI. 200-218  

General Sherman's command : Marching orders : Camp at Jacinto : Camp at luka ; Payment of 

the regiment : On picket : Foraging : Troops leaving Iuka : Standing in the rain: March to 

Eastport : Crossing the Tennessee ; Camp on the hill side: The regiment divided into 

detatchments : Baily Springs : Sergeant Hackney whipped by a woman : Seventh on the left 

flank: Wild rocky country ; Arrival at Pulaski, Tennessee : Trip to Columbia, Tenn. : Return to 

Pulaski : Trip to Corinth after the division, camp and garrison equipage : Encountering Roddy  

and Johnson. Camp at Waterloo. Camp at Hamburg Landing. Companies sent to Corinth. 

Returning to Pulaski, Tenn. Fray at Waynesboro with the Fifth Tennessee Union Cavalry. 

Arrival at Pulaski. Lieutenant Robert's trip to Eastport. Tennessee river. His narrow escape, and 

safe return to Pulaski. Expedition to Lawrenceburg, Loyal ladles of the south . Veteran 

propositions. Pulse of the Seventh. Re-enlistment. Cry for the mustering officer. His arrival.  

The Regiment mustered as Veterans.  

 

CHAPTER XII. 221-224  

Leaving Pulaski on Veteran furlough. Arrival at Springfield. The reception. The regiment in the 

Representatives Chamber. Welcome speech of Governor Yates . General Cook and the Seventh's 

old flag. General Cook's speech. Hospitality of the people. Seventh at home.  

 

CHAPTER XIII. 225-243  

Rendezvous at Camp Butler. Southward bound, Arrival at Louisville. Arrival at Nashville. 

Zollicoffer House. Arrival at Pulaski, Tennessee. Marching orders. March to Florence, Alabama. 

Return to Pulaski, Tennessee. Marching orders. March to Waynesboro. March to Raw Hide. 

March to Florence. March to Baily Springs. March to Blue Water. Companies H and K at Raw  

Hide. Company F at Cheatam's Landing, Headquarters at Baily Springs. Companies H and K at 

Jackson's plantation. Arrival of Company F at Jackson's plantation. Colonel Rowett's return to 

the regiment. Captain Ring's detachment ordered to Center Star. Camp at Douglass. .Camp at 

Taylors. Camp at Williams. Arrival of the supply train. Attack at Shoal creek, Crossing of 

Roddy. Fight at Florence. Rowett driven. Captain Ring falling back across Elk River. Forming 

Junction at Florence. Tennessee. Return to Florence. March to Athens. Lieutenants Sullivan and 

Rowett sent to Florence under flag of truce to negotiate an exchange, Bad Faith of the rebel 

Colonel Johnson. Regiment dismounted.  
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CHAPTER XIV. 244-250  

Leave Athens for Chattanooga. Arrival at Chattanooga. Lookout Mountain. Seventh boys on its 

summit. Leaving Chattanooga. Camp on Chickamauga. Moving down the Railroad. Camp at 

Tunnel Hill. Camp at Tilton, Leaving Tilton for Rome. Camp on he Elwood river. Building 

barracks. Attack by the guerrillas on foragers. Scout of the Seventh and Fiftieth Illinois in the  

direction of Kingston,  

 

CHAPTER XV. 251-272  

The situation. Hood's retrograde movement. Gen. Corse ordered from Rome to the Allatoona 

Pass. Arrival in the evening. Finding the garrison surrounded . Preparations for battle. Battle of 

the Allatoona Pass. Companies E and H deployed on skirmish line. Demand for surrender. 

Skirmish line ordered back. Rowett's command in the outer works. Captain Smith holding at bay 

one rebel regiment. Desperation of the rebels. Retreat to the fort. Fearful sacrifice. First charge. 

Genera Corse wounded. Colonel Rowett assumes command. First rebel charge repulsed. 

Rowett's first order. Attempt by the rebels to burn the two million rations. Second charge. 

Second repulse. Third charge. Sherman on Kenesaw Mountain. Sherman's dispatch to General 

Corse. Third repulse. Fourth charge. Colonel Rowett's fort at Slaughter-pen. Rebels compelled to 

give way in despair. Colonel Rowett wounded; Captain Rattrey assumes command. Sevemth 

with their sixteen-shooters. Close of the battle. Dead and wounded in Rowett's fort. Companies 

E, H and K on picket. The rain. List of casualties. Honorable mention. Burying the dead. Caring 

for the wounded. Return to Rome. Death of the Seventh's drummer boy, Hood contriving to 

move northward. General Sherman. Indications of some gigantic movement .  

 

CHAPTER XVI. 273-287  

General Sherman. Army in the vicinity of Rome and Kingston. Hood moving northward. 

Leaving Rome. Camp on the Allatoona battle field. Camp at the base of Kennesaw. Passing 

through Marietta. At Atlanta. Arrival of the last mail. New commissions. Army launched forth 

upon the perilous march. Camp three miles from Atlanta. Burning of Atlanta. Army moving on 

four different roads. Camp near Cotton river. Crossing the Ocmulgce River. Orders to  

mount the Seventh. Passing through Clinton. Gordon. Irvington. Army subsisting on the country. 

Third brigade on the Savannah and Macon Railroad. Their work. General Corse lost in the 

pineries. Troops on half rations. The devastation. Obstructions. Seventh on the Ogeeche. 

Standing picket. Skirmishing. Running on to a rebel fort. Before Savannah. Quarter rations. Fall  

of Fort McAllister. Captain E. R. Roberts escapes and returns to the regiment. His sufferings and 

trials. Troops subsisting upon corn and rice. Savannah evacuated. Entering the fallen city.  

 

CHAPTER XVII. 288-302  

Major Johnson on the flanks of the army, Stopping all night with an old planter. Lieutenant 

Flint's poem. Camp at Savannah. Fort Brown. Bonniventure. Wounded men ordered to 

PocotaUgo. Leaving Savannah. Crossing the Savannah River. Entering South Carolina. Crossing 

the swamps. Joining t he Fifteenth Corps at Midway, Crossing the Edisto, Crossing the 

Congaree. In front of Columbia. Crossing the Soluda River. Surrender of Columbia. Burning of  

the city, March to Cheraw. Crossing the Pedee River. At Fayetteville, North Carolina. Crossing 

the Cape Fear River. March to Bentonville. Battle of Bentonville. March to Goldsboro. Camp at 

Goldsboro, Arrival of new companies . Consolidation.  
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CHAPTER XVIII. 303-315  

Leaving Goldsboro, News of Lee's surrender. Arrival at Raleigh, North Carolina. March to 

Morrisville. Entire regiment to be mounted. Assassination of Abraham Lincoln, Effect of the 

news upon Sherman's army. March .back towards Raleigh. Camp on Crab Creek. March to 

Petersburg. March to Richmond, Arrival at Alexandria. Grand Review. Camp near Washington. 

Leaving "Washington. Arrival at Louisville, Kentucky. Camp near Louisville, Camp in the city . 

Mustered out. Returning to peaceful life.  

 

ROSTER OF THE REGIMENT. - 319-391  

 

 

 


