
1 
 

Fisk, Wilbur.  Hard Marching Every Day:  The Civil War Letters of Private Wilbur Fisk, 1861-1865.  Edited 
by Emil and Ruth Rosenblatt.  Lawrence:  University Press of Kansas, 1992. 
 
2nd Vermont Infantry 
Clothing, 1 
Tents, stoves, 1-2 
Picket duty, 3-8 
Duty, roughs, vulgar men, 5 
Washington, 6, 15-16 
Wind, 8-9 
Food, 10-11 
Sword presentation to colonel, 11 
Tents, 12-14 
Marching, 12-13 
Peninsula campaign, 11ff 
Death of soldier, 22 
Battlefield, dead horses, 24 
Unburied dead soldiers, 25-26 
Union, slavery, abolition, 29-30 
Gambling, 31 
Emancipation, Governor Stanly, North Carolina, 33 
Chickahominy, 35 
Seven Days, 37ff 
Stonewall Jackson, death rumors, 41 
Second Bull Run, Franklin, Pope, 41-42 
Hospital, 43ff 
Women in hospitals, 46 
Convalescent camp, 48-53 
War’s impact on men in regiment, 53-54 
Morale, McClellan, Emancipation Proclamation, copperheads, 54-55 
Theft, 56-57 
Hooker, 58 
Anticipating spring campaign, 58-59 
Hooker, 59 
Snow, 60 
Idleness in camp, 61-62 
Shanty, 63 
Hard to take Richmond, Fredericksburg, Hooker, 63-64 
Lincoln, 64 
Devastation of war, Confederate traitors, 65-66 
Devastation of war, Virginia, 66-67 
Need to fight it out, secession is wrong, 67 
Conscription, 68 
Hatred of copperheads, 70 
Morale, confidence in government, 69-70 
Straggling, 70 
Morale, 71-72 
26th New Jersey, 72-73 
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Soldier pay, 73 
Hooker, 73 
Rape, 73-74 
Chancellorsville, 74ff 
Morale, 87 
Government food, 88 
Shanty, 90 
Fatigue party, Hooker headquarters, 91 
Food, 93 
Picket duty, officer, 93-94 
Cavalry raid, 94-95 
Confederate prisoner, 95 
Music, band, 96 
Camp amusement, 97 
Gettysburg campaign, 99ff 
Hooker, morale, 99 
Picket duty, fraternization, 103-4 
Marching, 104-6 
Gettysburg campaign 108ff 
Pursuit of Lee, marching, 115ff 
Food, 121-22 
Army of the Potomac in bad position against Army of Northern Virginia, 126 
Conscription, 127 
Food, tobacco, 127 
Church service, 127-28 
Camp life, amusements, 129 
Tents, 129-31 
Foraging lumber, 130-31 
Clothing, washing, 133 
Day of thanksgiving, 133-34 
Slavery, 134-35 
New York, stationed there after draft riots, 140ff 
Guard duty, 144ff 
Drill, 148-49 
Conscription, commutation, 149 
Review of troops, 155-56 
Rappahannock Station, 159-62 
Sedgwick, review of troops, 162-63 
Religious services, Christian Commission, 166-67 
Mine Run, 167-74 
Corduroy roads, 176 
Uncertain length of war, 178-79 
Deserter execution, 179-80 
Winter quarters, 181-82 
Reenlistment, 183 
Confederate deserters, 183 
Soldier death, burial, 183 
Furlough, 184 
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Reenlistment, bounty, 187 
Cold weather, 192-94 
Religious service, 200-1 
Snow, 201 
Confederate spy, 201-2 
Snowball fight, 204-5 
End war and slavery, 206 
Complaints about a war to free slaves, 207-8 
Deserters, 208-9 
Terms of service, reenlistment, 209-11, 235 
Bounty, 210 
Christian Commission, 211-14 
Overland campaign, 214ff 
Wilderness, 214ff 
Death of Sedgwick, 219 
Cold Harbor, 227 
Petersburg, 229ff 
Black troops, cruelty to Confederates, 230-31 
Black soldiers pay, 231-32 
Summer camp, 233-34 
Water. 234 
Sanitary Commission, 238 
Burials, 340 
Camp maintenance, 243-44 
Soldier pay, 244 
Water, 246-47 
1864 Valley campaign, 248ff 
Foraging, 250 
Winchester, 256 
Fisher’s Hill, 257-60 
Confederate deserters, prisoners, 261 
Election of 1864, Lincoln, McClellan, Confederates, 261, 264-66 
Sheridan, stragglers, 269 
Funeral for Confederate officer, 271 
Church service, 271-72 
Chaplain, 271-72 
Election of 1864, election day, army vote, 273, 276, 279 
Winter quarters, 278 
Picket duty, 279-80 
Sword, 280-82 
Thanksgiving, 283 
Sheridan review of troops, 285-86 
Cold weather, riding on trains, 288-92 
Review of regiment’s activities in 1864, 296-99 
Hospital, guards, 299ff 
Execution, deserter, 304 
Religious meetings, 315-16 
Evacuation of Richmond, 320ff 
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Lincoln visiting hospital at City Point, 322-23 
Lincoln assassination, 323-25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


