

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NPR AFFILIATE INTERVIEWS
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF
PSYCHOLOGY AT UAH

Dr. Nathan Tenhundfeld,
Assistant Professor of Psychology,
was interviewed for the podcast and
NPR affiliate show, “The Measure of
Every Day Life,” which broadcast
locally in the North Carolina research
triangle area.

LocAL MEDIA OUTLET FEATURES
UAH ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF
COMMUNICATION ARTS

Dr. Pavica Sheldon, Chair and
Associate Professor of Communi-
cation Arts, was interviewed by
WHNT News 19 about the impor-
tance of social media breaks during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

UAH COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND
THE BOEING COMPANY AWARD
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Boeing Company and the
College of Business gathered on
WebEx for the virtual final round of
the Boeing New Business Challenge.
In this entrepreneurial-based compe-
tition, student teams from across
campus pitched their business ideas
to Boeing professionals and College of
Business faculty members. Teams
were judged on their business’s
concept, opportunity, strategy, plan
execution, and written business plan.
This year, more than $15,000 in
scholarship prizes were awarded to
student teams.

UAH COLLEGE OF BUSINESS HOLDS
VIRTUAL HONORS WEEK

The College of Business
celebrated the extraordinary aca-
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demic achievements of its students
and awarded faculty members
“Student Choice” awards to honor
their outstanding teaching and
service. Short videos of Dr. Jason
Greene, Dean of the College of
Business, were posted each day on
the college’s YouTube Channel,
Facebook, and IGTV accounts. Each
day the college successfully
celebrated with students, family
members, and faculty through
comments, likes and shares. Award
winners were shipped a package
containing their new award, along
with a few additional elements to
keep the celebration going.

UAH COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
DEAN SERVES ON LOCAL PANDEMIC
RESPONSE TEAM

Dr. Beth Quick, Dean of the
College of Education, contributed to
local pandemic response efforts by
serving on the COVID-19 Assistance
Fund Task Force for Uniled Way ol
Madison County.

UAH ENGINEERING DOCTORAL
STUDENT WINS THE RESEARCH
COMPETITION

Reetu Hooda won the Three
Minute Thesis and Dissertation
Competition hosted by the Graduate
School at UAH this spring. She later
represented UAH in March to present
her research at the Conference of
Southern Graduate Deans. Her
dissertation research on image
compression was delivered in
layman’s terms and titled “How I
Saved All of My Vacation Pictures.”
The competition cultivates students’
presentation skills and increases their
capacity to effectively explain their



research in three minutes in a
language appropriate to a non-
specialist audience. The regional
competition also serves as a
networking research opportunity
with other fellow graduate students
and faculty.

UAH STUDENT RESEARCHER
PLACES IN WERNER VON BRAUN
MEMORIAL SYMPOSIUM STUDENT
POSTER COMPETITION

Graduate Research Assistant
Dennis Nikitaev, a doctoral student
in the Mechanical and Aerospace
Engineering  Department, = won
second place in the graduate
engineering category for his poster
titled “Seeded Hydrogen in Nuclear
Thermal Propulsion (NTP) Engines.”
His research showed that noble
gasses, argon in particular, can be
blended with hydrogen to improve
performance of a NTP rocket engine
for a Mars Transportation Vehicle.

Dennis is advised in his
research by Dr. Dale Thomas,
Eminent Scholar and Professor of
Systems Engineering.

UA CELEBRATES SPECIAL
CONNECTION WITH SPRING 2020
CLass

The 6,500 spring graduates at
UA did not walk across the stage as
planned, but they received special
recognition of their accomplishments
in a unique way. Each received a
custom message that included a
touching tribute video. The message
and video were a way to acknowledge
the special achievements of this class
as the campus community looks
forward to celebrating them in person
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at this summer’s commencement
ceremonies.

UA HELPED FABRICATE
PROTECTION FOR HEALTH CARE
WORKERS

The UA community came
together to help provide 3D-printed
personal protective equipment, or
PPE, for health care workers locally
and in the region. Two groups across
three colleges on campus produced
face shields for health care pro-
fessionals at University Medical
Center, DCH Health System in
Tuscaloosa and UAB Hospital. PPE
such as masks, gloves and gowns are
in short supply across the country
during the pandemic of the novel
coronavirus, COVID-19.

UMC OFFERS FREE
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES TO
HEALTH AND SAFETY WORKERS

In an effort to assist those in
Tuscaloosa working on the front
lines of the COVID-19 pandemic,
University Medical Center, which is
operated by the College of
Community Health Sciences, has
offered free mental health services to
first responders and health care
providers. The mental health services
for health care workers and first
responders are conducted via tele-
health so patients can adhere to social
distancing guidelines. Short appoint-
ments are also available for patients
who don’t have a lot of time, but
need to process their thoughts and
emotions. The services include
individual and group therapy options.
Video resources on topics that include
anxiety and depression are also
available.



UA GREEK LIFE DONATED FOOD
TO LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS

After classes unexpectedly
moved online due to COVID-19, and
students left campus for the
remainder of the semester, many of
UA’s fraternity and sorority houses
were left stocked with food and
supplies. To ensure the food and
supplies went to good use during this
time of crisis, the Office of Fraternity
and Sorority Life, in conjunction with
the University’s Center for Service
and Leadership, arranged for the
perishable and non-perishable food,
paper products, toiletries and clean-
ing supplies from several Greek
houses to be donated to local
organizations. Donations were made
to the West Alabama Food Bank,
city and county boards of education
and the City of Tuscaloosa Fire
Department.

UA HELD VIRTUAL TAPPING
ON THE MOUND CEREMONY

For the first time, the long-
cherished traditional ceremony called
Tapping on the Mound was held
virtually. In lieu of the in-person
Honors Day event, UA’s Office of
Student Involvement, Coordinating
Council for Honor Societies and
Division of Student Life hosted a live
virtual ceremony via Facebook. The
Tapping on the Mound has been a UA
tradition since the early 1900s.
University honor groups Omicron
Delta Kappa, Mortar Board, Blue Key
National Honor Society and
Anderson Society inducted members.
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UA PROGRAM HELPED
SMALL BUSINESSES IMPACTED
BY COVID-19

The Alabama Small Business
Development Center Network, based
at UA’s Office for Research and
Economic Development, has pro-
vided direct assistance to small
businesses in Alabama in the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic. In colla-
boration with outreach partners
across Alabama, the SBDC’s capital
access team worked to help small
businesses prepare to apply for the
Small Business Administration’s
Economic Injury Disaster Loan
Program, which enables impacted
firms to apply for up to $2 million
in working capital. Over 2,000 small
businesses in Alabama have parti-
cipated in the SBDC’s training
programs, organized with several
statewide and local partners,
designed to help businesses apply
for the disaster loan.

UA ACCESS SUPPORT CENTER
OFFERED FREE ONLINE COURSES
TO GRADES 7-12

The UA ACCESS Support
Center, in collaboration with the
Alabama State Department of
Education, has offered free online
courses through its Franchise Model
to all students in grades 7-12 in the
state of Alabama. The center, part of
the College of Continuing Studies,
designs more than 120 courses for
grades 7-12.



UA MUSEUMS WENT ONLINE
TO PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL
CONTENT

University of  Alabama
Museums began livestreaming
educational content starting March
27. The videos were on the Face-
book pages of the Alabama Museum
of Natural History, Gorgas House
Museum, Mildred Westervelt Warner
Transportation Museum and Mound-
ville Archaeological Park. While UA
museums closed because of COVID-
19, each museum continued to
provide educational outreach through
daily programming featuring experts
in various fields, offering Q&A time
for those watching at home.

UA STUDENTS PARTNERED WITH
SCHOOLS FOR TUTORING

UA students provided free
online tutoring and academic engage-
ment sessions for the remainder of
the school year in a partnership with
Birmingham City Schools and the
Tuscaloosa County School System.

For Birmingham, UA students,
along with a representative from the
school system, conducted video-
conferencing or telephone conver-
sations. In Tuscaloosa, UA students
created a series of video tutorials on
YouTube designed for students at
Holt Elementary.
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RETIREMENTS/DEATHS
UAH
Retirements:

Keith Crowe, Research Scientist VI, Step 4, Systems Management and Production Center

Mitra Chakraborty, Principal Research Scientist I1, Step 4, Systems Management and
Production Center

Anita Deer, Senior Program Assistant, Office of International Engagement

James Lawrence, Research Scientist 11, Systems Management and Production Center

David Robie (Deferred Retirement), Research Scientist V, Step 3, Systems Management
and Production Center

Nancy Robinson, Accounting Technician, Contracts and Grants Accounting

Theodore Rogers, Research Scientist II, Step 2, Optics

Lisa Strickland, Executive Assistant, VP Finance and Administration

Deaths:

None Reported

UA
Retirements:

Joseph Almony, Staff, Building Maintenance
Martha Bace, Faculty, University Libraries

Chris Bryant, Staff, Strategic Communications
Burton E. Burns, Staff, Football

Juliet C. Clark, Staff, Housing Custodial

Denise Davidson, Staff, Assistant VP Enrollment
Betty Dickey, Staff, Religious Studies

Cathy Flanagan, Staff, SHC-Nursing

Thomas G. Gaddis, Staff, Enterprise Technology
Joyce Golightly, Staff, Action Card

Cynthia Hannah, Staff, UMC-Pediatrics

Michael Harris, Staff, Environmental Programs
Timothy Scott Hebson, Staff, Associate VP Student Life
Mary Grier Hensley, Staff, Purchasing Card Services
Mary Hood, Staff, Facility Custodial

Ted Lewis, Staff, Facility Custodial

John Albert Lucas, Staff, SHC-Physicians

Alice L. March, Faculty, Nursing
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Donna J. Martin, Staff, Religious Studies

Tammy McLemore, Staff, Alumni Affairs

Brenda G. Nix, Staff, Registration Services
Martha Reynolds, Staff, Brewer Porch Adolescent
Lisa M. Rhiney, Staff, Academic Affairs

Robin Rogers, Staff, Chemistry

Sharon G. Skipper, Staff, Theatre and Dance
June M. Vance, Staff, CCS Program Support
Steven G. Weems, Staff, Safe State

Deaths:

Dr. David Ford, Faculty, Management

Ida Guyton, Retired Staff, Custodial Services

Walid Kanso, Faculty, Engineering Student Services
Teri Kirkendoll, Staff, Anthropology

Ralph M. Reid, Retired Staff, Construction Engineering
Cheryl Sims, Retired Staff, Accounts Payable

Emurry Wilder, Retired Staff, Custodial

Dr. Vergil Williams, Retired Faculty

UAB
Retirements:

Ryan Alexander, CRNA-Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist, Anesthesia Services
La'Shella Arnold, Patient Care Technician, Women’s & Infants Services

Mary Atmore, Security Service Officer Supervisor, Security Police Services

Angel Bailey, Program Administrator I, Nursing Research & Scholarship

Kathy Bishop, RN, Resource Management Systems

Cindy Boone, Supervisor-Pharmacy Technician/IS, Pharmacy-Hospital

Teresa Bragg, Chief Risk & Compliance Officer, Compliance & Risk Assurance Office
Jeffrey Brown, RN, Endoscopy Services

Stanley Buchanan, General Mechanic, Campus Maintenance

Lisa Bufford, Facilities Coordinator I1, Bell-Wallace Gymnasium

Donna Burns, Supervisor-Radiologic Technologist, Radiology-Hospital

Debra Carroll, RN, Women’s & Infants Services

Samuel Cartner, Associate VP-Research Facilities & Infrastructure, Office of VP Research
Hixie Clark, Environmental Services Group Lead, Building Services

Mary Comeaux, Advanced Practice Provider-Lead, Surgery—Transplantation

Letha Daniel, Manager, Wallace/Bell PE Complex, Bell-Wallace Gymnasium

Lavern Davis, Security Officer Team Leader, Security Police Services

Georg Deutsch, Professor, Radiology Chair Office

Winifred Dill, RN II, Women’s & Infants Services
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Scarlett Estes, RN II, Cardiovascular Services
Amy Evans, Executive Director, Administrative Operations, College of Arts and Sciences
Charles Falany, Professor Pharmacology, Pharmacology/Toxicology Chair's Office
Betty Farley, Administrative Director-CIPES, Office of Interprofessional Simulation
for Innovative Clinical Practice
Susan Farmer, Associate Director, Animal Resource Services, Animal Resources Program
Jeanette Feeney, Administrative Associate, Perioperative Services
Corita Fincher, Office Associate II, Nursing Family, Community & Health Systems
Stuart Frank, Professor, Department of Medicine Chair Office
James Gladney, Administrative Support Specialist, Urology Chair Office
Brenda Glover, Environmental Services Specialist-Campus, Building Services
Suresh Grandhi, Data Base Administrator-SOM Radiology, Radiology-Hospital
Audra Greathouse, Patient Care Technician, Resource Management Systems
Clinton Grubbs, Professor Surgery, Surgery-Chemoprevention Research Section
Wendy Gunther-Canada, Professor, Political Science and Public Administration
Kiran Gupta, Scientist I, Microbiology
Barbara Hannemann-Frey, Nurse Coordinator, OB/GYN-Maternal & Fetal Medicine
Elizabeth Harris, Environmental Services Specialist-Hospital, Environmental Services
Cynesta Herron, Executive Housekeeper, Building Services Woodward House
Luisa Hernandez, Interpreter, Guest Services (Est 05)
Antoinette Hood, Patient Care Technician, Center for Psychiatric Medicine
Tamika Huntington, Patient Care Technician, Resource Management Systems
Arthurene James, Administrative Associate, Health System Information Services
Scelelar Jefferson, Clinic Coordinator, Optometry Clinical Services
Loretta Johnson, Patient Care Technician, Neurology-Hospital
Michael T.oop, Associate Professor, Vision Sciences, Department of Optometry &
Vision Science
Barbara Love, RN, Women’s & Infants Services
Betsy Lucas, Physical Therapist Assistant, Rehabilitation Services
Clare Mallette, Program Manager-SOM Programs, Pediatrics Chair Office
Peter Mannon, Professor, Medicine MD, Medicine-Gastroenterology
Barbara Mathews, Pharmacist, Pharmacy-Hospital
Beverly Matlock, Accountant Specialist, Controller's Office
Stephanie McDaniel, RN, Cardiovascular Services
Tommy McFarland, Security Officer-Psychiatry, Psychiatry-Substance Abuse
Amie McLain, Professor/Chairman, Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Michelle McNamara, Associate Professor, Radiology Chair Office
Melissa Mullins, Instructor Nursing, Nursing Family, Community & Health Systems
James Norsworthy, Electrician, Hospital Maintenance
Celeste Odiakachi, Grants & Contracts Officer, Office of Sponsored Programs
Marsha Olds, RN, Nursing Services-Highlands
John Owen, Professor OB/GYN MD, OB/GYN-Maternal & Fetal Medicine
Jacqueline Owens, Guest Services Representative, Guest Services (Est 05)
Maureen Pezzementi, Associate Professor, General Dentistry
Janice Phillips, Program Administrator II, Neurobiology
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Janice Phillips, Program Manager-SOM Programs, Medicine-Preventive Medicine
Kathleen Randall, Cytotechnologist, Labs-Hospital
Sharon Reid, RN, Endoscopy Services
Andrew Rucks, Professor/Associate Dean, School of Public Health Dean’s Office
Muriel Sanders, Unit Secretary, Nursing Services-Highlands
Timothy Sullivan, Manager-Facilities Support Services, Campus Services
Cheryl Taylor, Pharmacy Technician, Pharmacy-Hospital
Alexandra Vyazovkina, Research Assistant, Nutrition Sciences Research
Tonya Webb, Crime Prevention Specialist, University Police
Nancy West, RN-Comprehensive Vascular Access, Cardiovascular Services
Parathetta Westmoreland, Enrollment Services Assistant Senior, Enrollment Operations
Robert Wilson, Research Interviewer, Psychiatry-Public Sector
Jiongru Wu, Researcher V, Medicine-Gastroenterology
Latonya Young, Environmental Services Specialist-Hospital, Environmental Services

Deaths:

Aysha Bey, Credentialed Course Instructor, English

Frank Daniel, Pre-Oracle

Margaret Hubka, Conversion Job, Conversion Org (Org Ret)
Harriet Ingram, Guest/Voluntary Services (Org Ret)

Nancy Johnson, Pre-Oracle

Mona Jones, Pre-Oracle

Delceta Manley, Unit Secretary, Cardiovascular Services
Lucille Meeks, Pre-Oracle

Laura Robinson, Pre-Oracle

Brenda Smith, Pre-Oracle

Ann Smith, Pre-Oracle

Jeffery Steele, Pre-Oracle

Letitia Stribbling, Patient Care Technician, Women’s & Infants Services
Robert Taylor, Supervisor-Lab Services, Labs-Hospital
Brenda Vance, Medical Technologist Lead, Labs-Hospital
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