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CHAPTER I
THE GEOGRAPHY AND WILD LIFE OF CENTRE RIDGE

Location, Appearance, snd Soil of Centre Ridge

Centre Ridge 1s located in the southern part of Déllas County,
Alabams. From its southern end the Ridge runs in a northwesterly di-
rection, A little over two thirds of it is in township thirteen, North,
and the remainder of it is in township fourteen, North, in range ten
Fast, St. Stephens Meridian., In length, it measures from five to six
miles depending upon the pointe measured, while its greatest width is
a little over one mile,

Centre Ridge is s flst-topped platesu, something like a min-
iature Lookoutb Mountain.l It is an outcropping on the broad expanse
of the Black Belt. The Ridge ils about two hundred feet above the
nearby Alsbame River and the creeks in the adjacent lewlands.

There are two or three similar platesus in southern Dallsasg
County, 211 having sn elevation of probasbly two hundred feet above the
Alabame River.

"Nothing quite like ther is known elsewhere in the

state, They may represgent very old river terraceg, but

they differ from typical terraces in belng higher than

the country sll around them, instead of abutting against

hille on the side away from the Alsbame River, ss_some

otherwise gimilar plgteaus in Autauga County do."

Without naming it, Dr. Fugene A. Smith, lste State Ceclo-

gist, describes the Centre Ridge ares asg follows:

1. Harper, Roland M., Notes on Netural Features of Centre Ridge, Dai;as

County, Alebame, p. 1.
2. Ibid., p.l.

3, Ibid., p.dl.




"Carlowville and Richmond ere situsted upon a high level
pletesu four or five hundred feet sbove tide level. This
plateau, like so many others, has & capping of red loam
underlaid by pebbles of the Lafayette formstion, while

the limestone ledges and calcarecus sands of the Ripley
are exposed at all points where erosion has cut through
the underlying beds., Among the Ripley strata thus exposed
and especially about Fichmond, is a bed of phogphatic
greensand which has been used to some extent by Dr. Kyser
and perhaps others,

"Of the leter formations in Dallasg, the Lafayette 1s by
far the most important, since it makes the surfece of the
very greet proporition of the high uplands, £s well as

of the level terrace of the river sbove the Second Bottom
plein...ce.e The red loam soil upon the high dividing
platesus are almost ell good farming lands and all in
cultivation., While not so productive as the black prairie
soilg of the Selma chalk, and the red lime goils of the
Ripley, they ere yet sufficiently fertile, end are sus-
ceptible of indefinite improvement., They lie well, and the
plains upon which they are found are particulerly free from
malaria,.

"Hhere.......sufficiently large areas.......are covered by
the sands end pebbles of our Lafayette,_there is no lack
of water and of the very best quality.“l

The surface materiel of the Centre Ridge pletesu was formerly

congidered to be the Lafayette formation, but this identification has

2

been changed., It has been found thst some of the materisl thus

clagsified ig merely a westhered product of older formetions, and some

represents old river terraces of various ages.

Where the surfsce is level it is usually a pale sendy loam,

underleid by a reddish cley or reddish sandy clay. This reddish clsy

is exposed on most slopes, Some of the farming land now has a light red

appearance, this having come about through deep plowing which mixed the

1, Smith, Eugene A., and others. Report on the Geology of the Coagte
Plein of Alebame (Spe. Rep. 6, Geol. Survey of Alsbama,1894)
pp. 586-588,

2. Interview with R.M, Harper,



soil with the underlying reddish clay.

On the Department of Agriculture soil map of Dallas County,
published in 1905, the soil on Centre Ridge is clessified as Orangeburg

1
fine sendy lcam. This classification was made becauce of the supposed
gimilarity of the Centre Ridge soil to some soils found in Orangeburg
County in South Carolina. A re-survey made in 1931-32, but not yet pub-~
lished, divided it more minutely into series: namely, Norfolk, Orange-
burg, and Ruston, the distinctions between which depend, mainly, on the
2

color of the subsoil.

Nearly everywhere on Centre Ridge beds of gravel can be

g

found at & depth of & few feet under the surfsce., Where these beds
cone to the top or very clese to the top, they are a debriment to agri-
culture, On the other hand, these gravel beds in recent years have
been of enormous usefulness in making good roeds in the southern part
of Dallas County.

At & depth of sbout fifty feet below the summit of the pla-
teau a Cretaceous marl is encountered. According to Dr. R.M. Harper,

"The underlying formation of Centre Ridge is Ripley

(uppernost Cretacecus), while the other similar pla-~

teaus in the same county are on the next older forms-

tion, the Selma Chalk, which characterizes the bleck

belt proper. Centre Ridge, therefore, is just outside

of the black belt, geologically speaking, but in soil

and topography, as well as in civilization, it differs

in no essential particular from the other plateaus of

southern Dallas,"?

This underlying merl, referred to by Dr. Harper, comes to

the surface all around Cenitre Ridge, and makes very fertile soil.

1. Carr, E.P., and others, Soil Survey of Dallss County, Alsbams,
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Bulletin, 1905,

2. Interview with Dr. R.M. Harper.

g, Harper, cp. ecit., p. %.

4, Ibid.,p.2.




Few white people live upon it, however, partly on account of the vile-
tasting water which comes out of wells dug in the marl. White set-
tlers in this area have generally preferred to build their homes on
Centre Ridge, for welle can be dug on its summit deep enough to get
water without penetrating the marl. Free-stone water is the rule, but
there 1s one exception. |

At one time there were scme mineral springs on the western
slope of Centre Ridge, back of the Community Cemetery.l There were
at least six of these, five of which were predominately of different
minerals. Iron and sulphur are known to have been the main mineral
in twe of them.

These springs were developed in the early forties.2 Farly
settlers scooped out holeg for the water and lined the sides of these
holes with wood curbing., Seats were Euilt around the springs and a
pavilion alsc was constructed nearby.u Prior to the war the springs
were a favorite spot for picnies and frolice, People also came just
to drink the water or to carry it away in Jjugs. It was supposedly
efficacious in the treatment of certain minor disorders.4

During Reconstruction the curbing of the springs rotted
awey and the whole spot was neglected.5 As lete as 1880 the springs
were still used some, but shortly after this, sand clogged them up.

€
Some of the springs quit running, A dam formed across a stream

1, Interview with Maggie Alison.

2, Ibid.

3, Ibid.

4, Ibid.

5, Ibid. ,

8, This may have been due in part to the falling of the water level
cauged by an increassed use of Cenitre Ridge land for sgricultural
purpeses during and after Reconstruction,



nesrby which served as an outlet for the springs. This in turn backed
up the water and ruined the rest of the springs. Subsequently the
dam broke, but the springs were not repaired and the habit of partak-
ing of the mineral water was lost.l Todey only the iron spring TUns,
The whole gpot i1s a wilderness with nothing about it to suggest its
former usefulness and value, A few of the older residents of Centre
Ridge can remember the delapidated remains of the springs which they
visited when they were boys and girls.

The residents of Centre Ridge live high above the surround-
ing lowlands and in most years are free of malaria, In addition they
get the benefit of any breeze that may be blowing,

One drawbeck has been the soil, which is of only moderate
fertility and rather easily exhausted unless its nutriment is replen-
ished in some way.z The Centre Ridge soil is elso quick to erode un-
less checked by terracing or the growth of vegetation, In these days,
however, such handicaps have been minimized by scientific farming
practices. In olden days most of the planters depended largely upon
the surrounding lowlsnds for their livelihood.5 Then as now the
soil of Centre Ridge was easy to cultivate and the fertile marly soils
of the black belt were not far away. This combination of conditions

led to the early occupation of the Ridge by prosperous planters, whose

slaves worked partly on the uplands and partly on the lowlands.

The Climate

There is not a westher station on the Ridge, but records for

- 1. Interview with Maggie Alison.

2. Harper, op. gikt., p. 3.
3. Interview with S.A. Reynolds,



Selma, locatéd about twenty-five miles north, are representative
enough. Selma's average amnual temperature is 65.% degrees Fahrenheit
with monthly averagés ranging from 48.6 degreeg in January to 8l.4 de-
grees in July. But as Selmsa is down in a river valley, the’extremes
are probably e little greater there than on Centre Ridge. It would pro-
bably be accurate to say that temperatures on the Ridge would run from
about 50 degrees Fahrenhelt in January to 80 degrees Fahrenheit in
July;l Absolute extremes are much farther apart. Freezing tempersa-
tures and frost may occur any time during the winter months, while
temperatures of 1C0 degrees Fahrenheit come occasionslly, though not
every summer.z

The average ammual rainfall of Selma is 50,9 inches, March
being the month of heaviest precipitation, with 6.2 inch.es.5 April,
Mey, and June are drier, The fall is normally dry, with a minimum
for the year of 2,3 inches in October., Of course, there is consider-
able variation in different years, both as to the amount of rainfall
and as to the time of yesar when the heaviest rains occur. Some years
have nearly twice as much rain e&s Gthers.4 The climate of Centre
Ridge is normally almost ideal for cotton, for there is usually plenty
of molsture while the plants are growing and dry weather in the pick-

ing season,

Vegetation

As has been stated previously, the summit of Centre Ridge

1. Harper, op. cit., p.3.
2. Ibid., p. 3.
3. Ibid., p. 4.
4, Ibid., p. 4.



is fairly level and the soil easy to cultivate. This has resulted in
the loss of most of the original vegetation of the Ridge.l There 1s &
tradition, for example, that when the first settlers came to Centre
Ridge, they found the ground covered with wild strawberries.2 It is
difficult today to find the wild strawberry plant on the Ridge. Pro-
bably the most reliable indications of what the original vegetation
wag can be found where there are still some wooded areas, on the
slopes leading off of Centre Ridge to the lowlands, and in the ravines
which run down from it.5 The following teble of trees was compiled by
Dr. R.M. Harper of the Alabams Geological Survey. Harper lists these
trees in decreasing order of their probable original abundance and
does not include the marly lower slopes of the Ridge or the trees

4
found in ravines deep enough to cut into the marl,

Larger Trees Smaller Trees
Short leaf pine (two species) Dogwood
Sweet Gunm Ironwood
White Cak Sourwood
Poplar lberry
Black-jack Oak Chinquapin
Post Oak Willow
Red Qak Black Haw
Black Gum
White Bay
Red Elm
Black QOak
Long leaf pine
Hickery
Red Maple
Cedar (perhaps introduced)

Beech

1, Harper, op. eit., p. 4.

2. Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade.

Z2. These ravines were caused by the rapid fell of the streams starting
on Centre Ridge and running to the lowlands.

4. Harper, op. cit., p. 5.



Harper also has compiled a 1list of shrubs found on Centre
1

Ridge. They are as follows:

"01d field plum (Thought to have been introduced by
the Indians).
Alder
Red Buckeye
Seven~bark
French mulberry
Myrtle
Sparkleberry
Hydrangea"
2
The shrubs are found mostly in ravines. There are, of

course, many herbs and weeds, but it is unnecessary to mention them

hereo

Wild Life

Centre Ridge, when first found by white people, abounded in
wild life. Indiens had hunted upon the Ridge but had left plenty of
game for the earliest white settlers.5 The Centre Ridge pioneers found
it easier to get a start in their new home because of the abundant wild
life which existed here.4

The animal life of Centre Ridge at the time of its occupa-
tion by white men probably included deer, fox, opossum, squirrel,
wildecats, catamounts, skunks, rabbits, racoon, and other animals.s of
these, the deer, wildcat, and catamount have disappeared from the

Ridge itself at the present time, and the raccoon is very scarce, The

rabbit is the most common of the remeining animals, According to tra-

1. Harper, op. cit., p. 5.

2. Ibid., p. 5.

5, Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade.
4. Ibid.

5. Ibi-g *



dition, bears were found in the eérly days on Centre Ridge, but this
wag probably the case only when high wﬁter drove them out of the
swamps between Centre Ridge and the Alabama River,

The first white settler of Carlowville and probably the
first on Cent:e Ridge was a man named Carlow, a trapper and fur buyer
for whom Carlowville was named.l He bought the furs of animals other
than those already mentioned but he had more land from which to buy
than that of the Ridge itself,

Centre Ridge pioneers also got a portion of their food from
wild fowls.2 The most common ones were wild turkey, wild ducks, wild
geese, and wild pigeons. The wild pigeons were by far the most use-~
fvsl.;5 It is said that they came in droves so‘large and so thick that
people sometimes mistook them for a cloud, These pigeons were easy to
kill and were excellent food. Hogs caught them and got fat off them,
according to tradition. Sometimes they perched in trees, in such num-
bers that the branches broke under their weighrb.4 So much pigeon
meat and other wild meat was eaten that bacon became esteemed as a

5
delicacy by the early settlers.

+ Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade.
id
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CHAPTER TI

INDIANS AND THE EARLY WHITE SETTLERS

The Mound-builders and Indisns

The first people known to have lived on the land surrounding
Centre Ridge were the Mound-builders, whoever they may have been., Al-
though they built no mounds on Centre Ridge proper, it doubtless
formed a part of the Mound—builders'domain. There are four mounds
near Centre Ridge, one of which is located on what was known ag the
Hayne Boykin place, on Pine Barren Creek, This mound lies about nine
miles from the Ridge near the village of Tilden. It has been exca-
vated by W.¥W. Boykin and perhaps others.

Mr. Boykin describes his discoveries as follows:

"In this mound that I excavated, were bones and

rocks. The Indians were buried one on top of

the other, between layers of rock, I did not

.go to the bottom of the mound."t

The three other mourds lie nearer to the Ridge than does
the Pine Barren Mound. They are located about four miles from the
Ridge near the road leading from Richmond to Portland on the Alabama
River. They are close together and may have been constructed by the
Indiens., They are small as compared with the Pine Barren Mound, and
their significance unknown since they have not been excaveted.

fihen DeSoto explored Alabama in 1540, it is belleved that he

. R \
passed through Dallas County and probably near Centre Ridge.

1. Letter from W.VW. Boykin to the author, June 23, 1935.

2. Several Wilcox County citizens believe and are attempting to prove
that DeSoto fought a gory battle with the Indians on the east side
of the Alabama River near Camden, If this claim should be substan-
tiated, it would seem that DeSoto passed near Centre Ridge or pos-
sibly across it.
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Signs of Indian occupation abound to the west of Centre Ridge
and on slopes leading up to the Ridge ét gseveral points,l but so far
nothing has beén found to prove that the Indisnsg lived on the Ridge
itself., According to tradition, the Indians had a camping ground by a
spring which comes out of the southern slope of the Ridge.2 A number of
arrowheads have been found at this spot and an even larger number on
Patton Hill, the slope leading off the Ridge to the west at Richmond.z
Indian arrows and hatchets have also been found near Portlend. Tradi-
tion assigns two other places as Indian camping grounds, one, near
Ackerville, and another between Tilden and Portland.

Although the exact centers of Indian life in scuthern Dallas
remain obscure, there can be no doubt that Indians lived within its
present bounds., There is no conclusive evidence that Indians lived on
Centre Ridge itself. If they did not, as appears to be the case, it
was probably because of insufficient water., There is only one stream
on Centre Ridge which flows the year around, Little Jordan Creek, and
thig creek does not have figh in it large enowgh to eat and probsbly
did not have then, With locations availeble on streams abounding in
fish so close at hand, the Indisns probably preferred these to Centre
Ridge and uged the Ridge only for hunting purposes, if at all,

The Indiang who lived around Centre Ridge were either Oreeks
or some tribe subject to the Creeks.4 By the treaty of Fort Jackson in
1814, they were supposed to give up their lands now lying in Dallss |

5
County and those in many other Alabamas counties.

Interview with Dr., A.B, Moore,
Ibid.

®

1. Interview with B,L. Youngblood,
2, Ibid. ’
3. Ibid.

4

5

*
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They probebly did not leave at once, however., William Rumph,
according to his daughter, encountered bands of friendly Indiens when
he was & lad of about twelve, while going to or from a Camden Academy
on Mondays and Fridays during the 1820'5.l

| Another tradition represents the Creeks as lingering near
Portland until about 1850.2 They became drunk whenever possible on
the White man's firewater but were harmless and friendly. The Indians
who apparently remeined for several years in the section west of
Centre Ridge probably made their living by trading and trapping. Their
status, to say the least, was irregular and their presence unsanc-
tioned by existing treaties,

The Indians made no permanént imprint on white civilization
on Centre Ridge. None of the Indians stayed later than 1840, probably;
If there was intermafriage or interbreeding, the progeny did not re-
main.5

When most of the whites came, the Indians' land claims had
been extinguished.‘ They‘stayed a few years, powerless and harmless,

at the white man'sg pleasure and subject to his will. Centre Ridge

was not settled until the Indian's power wes broken.

1. Letter from Alice Rumph of Birmingham to Maggie Alison of Minter,
July 4, 1934,

2. On F, Lucas! map of 1822, Portland is represented . in fairly
large print, indicating that it was & settlement of some size,

Z. There is no tradition that any of the very earliest settlers
were Indian countrymen. ‘
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Farliest Settlers
’ Centre Ridge was divided into three parts. The northern

part was first called Centre-Port and later called Elm Bluff.l The
middle portion was first named Warrenton, this being later éhanged to
Richmond.2 The southern end was named Carlowville and still bears
that name, These artificial distinctions meant nothing to the trap-
pers and pioneers who first came. The earliest settlers are respon-
sible for naming their Ridge Centre Ridge, at some time prior to 18575
though their reeson for doing so is not definitely known. Probably it
was because the Ridge was near the center of Alebama.

The earliest settlers of Centre Ridge probably came between
1816 and 1820, Some of the first settlers moved on. Those who stey-
ed for the most part, kept no records and left no femily traditions
for they did not intermerry with the later settlers. The settlers who
were buried here left no clue over their final resting places, as
their graves were ummarked, Fairly accurate approximations can ususls
ly be made of the dates of the earliest settlers, however, for in
nearly every case they are thought to have preceded someone whose
dates are known.

One of the very first white settlers was one Carlow, who

settled in what is now Carlowville. He apparently settled prior to

1820 because Thomes Rumph coming in 1823 from South Carolina found him

1., Smith, Ellen, History of Centre Ridge Presbyteriesn Church, p.l.

2. Interviews with Mrs. B.L., Youngblood, Mrs. Alice Alison Lide,
Miss Hattie Ethridge, and others,

3. Reference on cover of "Register of Centre Ridge Baptist Church,"
This church started in 1837.
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l R
well established., From all accounts, Carlow was an ignorant trapper

and fur buyer of the typical pioneer type. As his business shrank, due

to the influx of planters, he attemplted for a time to stay on by re-
2
ceiving meil and by putting up travelers overnight in his two-room log
3
cabin, but he moved when the section became well settled. He moved

west between 1855-40, in search of better trapping land and was heard
from no more.

A contemporary of Carlow was one Pagent who lived a short
4
distance due west from Carlow., Pagent was a trapper and a hunter,
5 »
but became a small farmer when the land became settled. The Pagent

6
family stayed in Carlowville until after the War between the States.

About a mile northeast of Warrenton several families settled
prior to 1820.7 There were three Ethridge families, a Myrick family,
and a Ladd family.s Two of the Ethridge families soon moved away, as
did also the Myrick family. One of the Ethridge families and the Ladd
family remsined on the Ridge but changed their location there.9

Settlers located at Warrenton prior to 1820, but none of the
names of these are known, It is the closest point on the Ridge to
Portland, which was well settled prior to 1820, and it may be that

some of the Halls, Fl@urnoys, or other New England and Huguenot fami-

1, Based on interviews with S.A. Reynolds and Maggie Alison,
2, Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade.

3. Located where the Yates place now is.

4, Interview with B,L. Youngblood.

5, Ibid.

6, Ibid.

7. Interview with Hattie Ethridge.

8. Ibid.

9, Ibid.



15

lies then living at Portland ceme to live at*Richmond; Three other pio-
neering families which probably came prior to 1820 were the Christisns,
the Stouts, and the Brunsons,

From 1820 to 1830 the settlement of Centre Ridge proceeded
steadily but not rapidly. Population must have remained sparse until
after 1830, because of danger from the Indians,

The first of the prosperous planter type settlers to come to
Carlowville was Thomas Rumph,who moved from Colleton District, South
Carolina, in 1825.1 The George Bibb family moved to Carlowville prior
to 1830 and mey have preceded the Rumph family, but this is doubtful.
George Bibb probably was a second cousin of William Wyatt Bibb.2

In 1825, Dr. Joseph Patton moved to Warrenton from
Chillicothe, Ohic.5 Dr. Patton devoted most of his attention to the
practice of medicine and never became extensively engaged in agricul-
ture. The fact that he was able to do so indicates that Warrenton was
fairly well settled at the time. Unfortunately, few of the names of
its settlers havs been preserved, There was a land grant to a Bradley
Dear from the Cahaba land office in 1823, which embraced territory near
Warrenton, Littleburyyﬁhun received land from the Cahaba land office
in 1829.4 Dr. Patton found a Rives family, a Watts family, a Williams
family from Buckingham County, Virginia, a Barlow family, and possibly

a Todd family and a Houseman family. The Wade family from Georgia

1. Kyser, Halsa, Notes on the Alison Family, p. 1.

2. This is the consensus of opinicn of Centre Ridge people who have
been interviewed. Peter Brannon considers it likely thet George
Bibb was a son or a grandson of either William Wyatt Bibb or
Thomas Eibb. ,

3. Interview with Mrs. B.L. Youngblood.

4, The Dear land grant and the Chun land grant are both held by
Joe Kyser, of Richmond, Alabsama,
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' 1
settled near Warrenton at about the same time that Dr. Patton did,

There probably were other families at Warrenton before 1825,
Centre-Port was founded prior to 1830 and possibly as early
as 1820, The first permanent settlers here were the Crocheron family

and its kin, the La Tourette family, both families coming from Staten
2
Island, New York. Another branch of the Crocheron family settled at
3
Cahaba at an earlier date. It was probably from Cahaba that the pos-

sibilities of developing a profitable river port had been investigated,

John Crocheron, who never merried, had at least three sisters who came
' 4
with him., One married George Bibb, an early settler of Carlowville.

Another married Anthony Stoutenborough, who came to Centre-Port from
5
Monmouth County, New York, He probably had slready married Croche-

rou's sister before he came to Alabama and may also have‘traveled with
Crocheron to this state. A third sister married John La Tourette,Sr.6
As both La Tourette and John Crocheron came from Staten Island, it is
possible that La Tourette also came with John Crocheron and had merried
Crocheron's sister before moviﬁg.

1
John La Tourette was a map meker and made some of the earliest

7
known maps of Alasbama, It was probably through his brother-in-law,
George Bibb, cousin of William Wyatt Bibb and Thomas Bibb, that he re-

ceived his commission to map the state. When at home from trips, he

1. Interview with Mrs. B.L. Youngblood.

2. Owen:, Thomas M., History of Alabama and Dictionary of Alabema
Biegraphy, Vol. III, p. 437.

3., Ibid., p. 437.

4. Interview with S.,A. Reynolds,

5, Information on Tombstone of Stoutenborough at Elm Bluff,

8. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

7. La Tourette maps are held by the Alabams Archives of History.
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stayed with John Crocheron. Jacob Morgan also came to Centre-Port at
about the same time that Crocheron did. He was from Staten Island,

New York,lthough his connections with others from the same place are not
knowm, |

Crocheron bought about five thousand acres ofqland around a
bluff which is the second highest on the Alabama River.& The
La Tourettes stayed with him, while Stoutenborough bought over a thou-
sand ascres of land to the northeast of Crocheron's holdings.5

Another contemporary of John Crocheron at Centre-Port was a
Coleman family from North Carolina, which owned the estate now owned
by Mae Kyser.4 The Colemans probably came a little later than
Crocheron did,

The story of the coming of the South Carolinians to the
Carlowville settlement is known in more detail than is the setilement
of the rest of the Ridge. As has been noted previously, Thomas Rumph
had already made the journey from eastern South Carolina and settled at
Carlowville in 1823, The next of the prosperous and educated South
Carolinians who settled at Centre Ridge was Dr., Hugh Lee Alison and his
family. Either he was’in communication with Thomas Rumph or else he
sent out a scout who saw Rumph, At any rate, Dr. Alison knew where his
land was and had made arrangements with 3umph for the building of a

e

house, Rumph invited him to live with him until his house was built,

1. Information on Morgan's tombstone located in the Presbyterian
cemetery at Elm Bluff.

2. The highest bluff on the Alabams River is said to be at Claiborne.

3. The Stoutenborough home was on the Ridge and is now owned by the
Good Shephard Organlzation of Negroes.

4. Interview with Alice Alison Lide.
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l R
but Alison declined. Dr. Alison purchased a medium size piece of

land on the southeastern part of Centre Ridge and & larger one in adja-
cent lowlands. .

Dr. Alison proceeded to settle up his land with his kin.&
He gave a ten-acre plot immediately across the road from his house to
his son-in-law, Dr. Lockwood, and donated other home lots to Colonel
Francis Lee, Dr. Joseph Dill Alison, Reverend Francis Beekman Lee,
Jacob Alison, and Mrs. Samuel Lide.5 A1l of these plots were home

4
sites. The plantations were in the lowlands surrounding the Ridge.

Dr. Alison not only helped a number of his kin to get settled
at Carlowville, but wrote many letters to other relatives and friends
which resulted in their moving.s For instance, he wrote to the Lides,
who dwelt on the south bank of the Pea River in South Carolina, urging
them to come and pointing oubt the virtues of the new land. One of his
letters is said to have contained the following hyperbole:

"The Fet locks of a horse drip red with the

juice of the wild strawberry, and the 6
task stakes of the slaves bear ears of corn."
For three consecubive years the Pea River had overflowed its

7
bank and flooded the Lide's crop. On Dr. Alison's advice, four fami-

1. The house was not built when he arrived, so Dr. Alison found it

necessary to live in tents until he could construct a house accord-
ing to Mrs. Halsa Kyser in her "Notes on the Alison Family," p.n.

2. Interview with S.,A. Reynolds.

3. Ibid.

4, Ibid.

5. Ibid.

6. Kyser, Halsa, Notes on the Alison Familv, p.l, unpublished. This
gquotation refers to a custom in South Caroclina of putting out task
stakes for the slaves to work tO. Dr, Alison had corn planted in
the cotton for stakes.

7. 1bid., p. 1.
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lies of Lides moved to Centre Ridge in the tmrties, Eli Lide and fam-
ily, Robert Lide and family, Samuel Lide and family, and James Lide and
family.l

It was also on Dr. Hugh Alison's advice that the Reynolds
family came to Carlowville., The first to come was Captain Benjamin
Reynolds with his family and his brother, State Reynolds. They came
from John's Island, South Carolina, in 1838, A few years later
Dr. William Reynolds and Bernard Adams Reynolds came to Carlowville.5
There were others whom Dr, Alison induced to come to Carlowville. He
desired to plant a bit of South Carolina in the heart of Alabama,

Other families made their homes on Centre Ridge, coming dur-
ing the late thirties and the forties, independently of Dr. Alison.
There were the Dawsons, the Peakes, the McIvers, the Bisells, the
Pouncies, the Carvills, the Swinks, the Lees, the Coxes, the Merediths,
the Townsends, the Nobles, the Dudleys, and the Hales.4

Warrenton during these same years (1830-1845) was filling up
even more rapidly than Carlowville, so fast in fact, that during the
fifties it became a town. The most affluent and politically prominent
of the settlers who came during these years was Judge James W,
Calhoun, nephew of John C, Calhoun, Calhoun came to Céntre Ridge in
about 1840, coging from South Carolina by way of Selma where he had

settled first. He bought a large tract of land extending from the

l. The first Lide came in 1835,

2. Reynolds, Benjamin, Table of Descent.

3. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

4. Interview with Maggie Alison, ;

5. James Calhoun was a judge at Cahaba while he lived in Selme. He con-
tinued to hold this office for a few years after he came to Centre
Ridge., Iunterview with A.P. Calhoum,
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: 1
southern part of Warrenton to Carlowville, His selection of H.S, Yates

as overseer for this plantation accounts for the coming of the first of
the Yates family to Centre Ridge.2 The Calhoun land holding was pro--
bably the largest one on the Ridge proper and the second largest held
by a Centre Ridge citizen.s

Other families settling in or around Warrenton from 1830 to
1845 were the Dennises, the Hasselvanders, the Logans, the Smiths, the
Goodmans, the Ashes, the Warrs, the Clevelands, the Kenans, the
Howards, the Hearsts, the Mayos, the MecKellars, and the Dills.4 A 1it-
tle later the Kysers and the Englishes settled in Warrenton. A consid-
erable number of names of the early families are unknown on account of
the transient nature of much of Warrenton's early population., Tradi-
tion assigns Virginians s prominent place in the settlements of War-
renton, but only two families are known definitely to have come from
the 01d Dominion,

One cannot say with certainty why this section was called
Warrenton or when it was first so designated, It may have been be-
cause 1t was the home of the Warr family, the earliest known member be-
ing Evans Wilson Warr.

Centre-Port changed little in its population (from 1830 to

1845) on account of the early preemption of most of the land there by

1, This was the estate on which he lived. He also had plantations in
Wilcox and Clarke counties according to his grandson, A.P. Calhoum.

2. Of North Carolina extraction.

5, John Crocheron's estate was supposed to have been much larger than
Judge Calhoun's estate, but much of it lay off the Ridge. -

4, Based on examination of cemeteries at Carlowville and Flm Bluff,
and a perusal of Centre Ridge church records.
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Crocheron, Stoutenborough, and Coleman, There were probably several
men who helped Crocheron operate his port on the river, but the names

of them are unknown.

Extraction of the Centre Ridg=s People

A major portion, but by no means all, of the Centre Ridge set-
tlers moved from other southern states., Northern states and at least
two foreipgn countries were represented.

A large majority of the early settlers of Carlowville came
from South Carclina, especislly from the section around Charleston.l
John Peake, said to have been a British general,2 was an immigrant from
England,

In Warrenton, North Carolinians predominzted among those whose
original honme is known.s Virginia, Georgia, and South Carolina were
represem;ed.4 Dr. Patton came from Ohio, The first Hassalvander emi-
grated from Alsace~Lorraine.5

At Centre-Port, New Yorkers were first in influence and per-
haps in numbers as well, though Centre-Port was not thickly settled by
whites.6

How the Settlers Came

The early settlers came to Centre Ridge by land and by water,

1. Based on an examination of cemeteries and a study of family tradi-
tion,

2, There is no verification for the tradition thai Peake was a genersl.

3, Based on an examination of cemeteries at Carlowville and Flm Bluff,

4, Ibid. ’

5, Interview with Mrs. Alison Reynolds Wade,

6. This was due to the early preemption of most of the Centre-Pori
land by Crocheron, Stoutenborough, and Coleman,
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Those who came by water, traveled ﬁp the‘Alabama River from Mobile,

The land routeé varied somewhat, but most, if not all of those coming
by land, traveled through Georgia and passed through what was later to
became.gﬂbntgomery, along the old ?ederal Road;1 Sometimas’when a fam-
ily came by land, their belongings, or at least the bulkier part of
them, were shipped by water.2 The New Yorkers of Centre-~Port came by
ocean to lMobile and by river from Mobile to Centre Ridge as did some

of the Carlowville peaple.s Peske and Townsend came this way.4 No
data are available as to how the Warrenton settlers came, but probably
some of them came by water.

Taking the Ridge as a whole, however, there is little doubt
that a large majority came by land., lMost of the Ridge settlers came
either from North or South Carolina, and found it both convenient and
desirable to come by land. Nearly all of the Carlowville settlers came
this way, according to the traditibn of the descendents who have re-
mained on Centre Ridge. While information is scarce conerning the
Warrentonlang, it is reasonable to believe that they, too, came mostly
by land.

Their method of coming can best be described as trekking,

In his "Table of Uescent," Captain Benjamin Reynolds gives a graphic

and perhaps representative account of the journey to Carlowville by

land.

1. Interviews with S.A. Reynolds and others,
2. Ibid.

3, Ibid.

4. Interview with Maggie Alison,
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"Captain Benjamin Reynolds born March 26, 1806, ‘
married Hephziaksh Townsend Jenkins, January 19, 1832,
They moved from John Island, South Carolina in 1835, with
their son Benjamin, brother States, and their negro
slaves, in wagons reaching Carlowville Dallas Co.

Alabama in March, 1836. On the trip they occupied

tents, camping eech pnight. They narrowly escaped
measacre, by the Indiens, being the lest emigrants

to crogs the Chattehoochie River in Georgisa be{ore

the Indians revolted and murdered all movers,”

Pew, if any, of the emigrants to Centre Ridge casme so near &
clash.

When trekking to Centre Ridge, the piloneer families were
joined for a part of the way by other pioneers bound for other desti-
netions. Sometimes these groups were, for at least a part of the way,
of congiderable size.2 A pioneer whe appeared honest and respectable
wag welcomed by other pioneers., There was & good reason for this
banding. Prior to 1836, there was & possiblity of Indian attacks, of
course, but the principal motive both before and after 1836 seems to
have been to control the salves bett»er.é Many of the slaves had never
gseen a hill and were terrified by hills, especislly the red hills of .

Georgie, Slaves also feared Indians end dark spirits in the forest.

Guards were stationed over the camps at night to prevent the

1. Reynolds, Benjemin, Table of Degcentsg, 18435, unpublished. This
manuecript is held by Mrs., Alison Reynolds Wade,

2. Interview with Alison Reynolds Vade,

2. Ibid.

4, Ibid.

5. Kyser, Halsa, Notegs on the Aliscn Family, unpublished, p.3.

8, In order to ward off these evil spirits of the forest, the slaves
chewed sweebt gum and carried it about on their persons. This at-
taching of magic qualities to sweet gum prevails among coclored
folk of Centre Ridge even today.
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slaves from escaping, Even in the day, some member of the trekking
group rode at the rear of the party in’order to prevent egcape.z These
safeguards were not provided solely for the security of an investments;
they were algc deone ag a protection to the slaves for few of those who
escaped ever got back to their old home, MNost of those who escaped
would get lost and die of stagvation, or else be caught and re-enslaved
by Indians or other settlers.b

Most of the movers by land had one or more covered wagons
drawn by oxea.4 Slaves walked along beside these wagons., If the mag-
ter owned a cerrisge, his wife and children rode in it; otherwise, the
covered wagon wag used for this purpose. Family belongings ususlly
were btransported in the covered wagon. The gentlemen rode horseback as
a rule, a portion of whom rode at the front and a portion at the rear
of the entire group. Tents were used while enroute for shelter and were
useful as a first home when these ploneers reached thelr destinatiam.s

Motives for Coming

Both socisl and economic moblves impelled the coming of ear-
ly sebtlers to Centre Ridge., These motives might be either general or
personel in character. In all cases there were gither genersl or per—

sonal economic reasons for coming. In many cages, and probably most

cases if the full truth could be discovered, there were also social res-

1. Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade.

2. Ibid.

3. Ibid.

4. Ibid.

5. This, at least, was true for the Alison and Eeynolds families
and is said to have been the case for other families as well,
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sons for moving. These sociel reasons might be intensgely personal and
affecting only one individual or family,

Thoge who came for economic reasons wished greater wealth and
security. Land further east was wearing out and they did nét know very
well how to maintaiﬁ fertility. With settlers all around, they could
not get the additional land necessary to keep their families, which were
usually large, intact. Public lends on and around Centre Ridge were
relatively cheap and large tracts could be purchased., ©Some saw oppor-
tupity for profitable commercial ventures,

The Lides came because the Pe&?giver of South Carclina over-
flowed its benks and ruined their crops for three consecutive years.l
In some way or other thege pioneers hoped to better their worldly lot.

Sometimes powerful personal reasens spurred the pioneerg on
to Centre Ridge. The cases of Colonel Paul H., Bubson Lee, Adam
Hagssalvander, and of Dr. Hugh Lee Alison are examples of casges in
which the personal resson seems to have been predominant.

}Colonel Lee had lived in Charleston on such a lavish scale
thet he had become hopelessly involved in debt.z Soon, he was jail-
bound,gand a portion of his properiy made subject to atbachment. Lee
merried Linch Van Eyne, theédaughter of & wealthy and successful
milliner of Alsatian birth.. While this marriasge alleviaied his finan-

cial difficulties, his social troubles were only beginning. The elite

1. Interview with Aliscon Reynolds Wade.

R. Ibid. .

3, One who was jailbound was not imprisoned, but was not permitted to
go more than a specified distance from the jail,

4, Interview with Alison Reynolds Vade.
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of Charleston would not receive his wife which was because of the fact
1
that her mother was 2 milliner. As a consequence, Colonel Lee moved to

Carlowville. It should be noted at this peint, that for several years
she failed to receive a cordial reception at her new home, despite the
fact that she waes a lady of unimpeachable character and a good wife
and mo*ther.2

As he wanted his new home to conform to the elegance to which
he was eccustomed, Lee went back to Charleston after being at Centre
Ridge for two or three years, to select some materiels for sz permanent
home, not locally available.5 While walking down the streets of
Charleston a man asked him for work.4 Colenel Lee was able to tell

by the stranger's accent that he came from Alsace-Lorraine, as it was

similar to that of his wife. The foreigner was Adam Hasselvander, a
[

T

skilled carpenter and a former goldier of Napoleon, Lee invited
Hesselvander to assist him in the selection of materisls and to come
with him back to Carlowville., Lee employed Hassalvander to build his
new home for him. The Hasselvander family settled at Werrenton and
their descendents have resided there continuously since that time.e
Although Dr. Hugh Lee Alison's objects in coming to Centre
Ridge were varied, among them seems to have been a desire to escape
from the evil influences in his home town, Aiken, South Carolina, for

7
the sake of his children, Even by 1830, Aiken was a winter play- .

1, Milliners were not deemed respectable folk in Charleston at that
time, according to Alison Reynolds Wade,

2. Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade.

4

(4]
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é}‘g
&

id.
6. Ibid.
7. Kyser, Halsa, Notes of the Alison Family, unpublished, p.l.
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ground frequented by ribald gentry from the North, and as a conseguence
its moral tone was low.l Dr. Alison possessed a large family, 2 part
of which was of an impressionable age, and he feared the possible ef-
fects of Aiken's loose life upon thelr character, He is said to have
cnce protested against the northern vacationistss %They have more
money than morals,.and when they are in their cups, they forget they
are the sons of gentlemen."2

As Dr, Alison gave up a lucrative medical practice to come 1o
Carlowville, it is reasconable to believe that a desire to escape the
environment of Aiken was the determining factor in his coming. He was
also a scientific agriculturist and horticulturist and desired more

land to give vent to these avocations. A further object of Dr. Alison's

seems to have been a desire to get land enough to settle his immediate
4

W

kin so that they would not be scattered sbout,

Other movers doubtless had some personal reason for leaving
their old home, One reason that was a determining factor in the se-
lection of Centre Ridge for a new home rather than some other location,
once the decision to move had been made, was, in numerous cages, a de-
sire to be near bleood relatives who had already moved there. This cer-
tainly was true in Carlowville, and to a lesser extent at Centre-Port,

Warrenton may have had its family cliques also.

The Reasons Why Some Did Not Stay
It must not be supposed that all who moved to Centre Ridge

stayed there. Some probably found the land to which the government

1. Iﬁterview with Alison Reynolds Wade.
2. KySGI', .QQ.' Ci’t., p'o lo
3, Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade.
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grants entitled them, unsuited to agriculture. Some, doubtless found
pioneering life too arduous. Carlow, the trapper, and perhaps others
were crushed out by the coming of agriculture. After Texas became a
part of the Union, some left for Texas.l To escape from crime or
from the effects of poltroonery, some found it safer and more desgir-
able to go elsewhere, Others returned to their old homes, Those who
left Centre Ridge during these formative years did so for varied, and
in some cases, interesting reasons.

John Crocheron La Tourette, a son of John La Tourette, the
map maker, and nephew of the wealthy John Crocheron, became sick with
malarisl fever, His fever grew worse, causing delirium.2 A slave
who was assigned to watch him, inadvertently went to his cabin for a
few minutes during an apparent lull in the malady.5 When he returned
his ward was gone and could not be found, for the night was dark.

La Tourette made his way to the home of T.L. Blsell whe lived over four
miles down the road in Carlowville.4 He broke in Bisell's home and
Bisell ordered him to stop. La Tourette advanced and Bisell, not know-
ing who he was or the state he was in, shot him and killed him.5

Bigsell was exonerated of all blame in the matter, both by the
law and by his neighbors, Nevertheless, the affair preyed on his mind

and was particularly acute on account of La Tourette being a very pro-

mising young man of only twenty-five. Finally, after long brooding,

1. Seme of the Rumphs, Fountains, Dennises and perhaps others moved to
Texas.

2. Interview with Maggie Alison,

5. Ibid.

4, Ibid.

5. Ibid.
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Bisell sold his valuable properties and returned to South Carolina,
where, according to tradition, he became one of the largest rice grow-
ers in the United States.

Herman Warfield and his neighbor, one Fowler, didrnot get on
well. One day Fowler drew up a bucket of water from his well and
found in it a one-pound packege of arsenic with Warfield's name at-
t&ched.2 As soon as the news spread, Warfield left forzother parts,
not detaining himself to save any of his stock of goods.v As this oc-
curred in 1850, it was thought that Warfield joined the gold rush to
California.

Seversl families moved to Texas during the fifties., The
Fountain femily did this as did also the Rumph family. The Rumph fam-
ily moved back to Centre Ridge after the head of the house, Willisem
Rumph, and several of the slaves died of @holera on the way to Texa.s.4
The Mclvers moved to Louisiana.s Benjamin Reynolds moved t¢ Snow Hill
in 1853, and farmed the land which is now the caméus of the large Snow

5]
Hill Institute for Negroes. Dr. William Reynolds moved back to

7
Charleston, South Caroclina., These are but a few specific cases of the
change in the Centre Ridge population,
As some retired, others came forward. New setilers not only

filled the gaps left by those who moved, but increased the population

as well, The population of Centre Ridge increased fairiy rapidly every

1. Interview with Maggie Alison.
2. Interview with S.A. Reynolds,

3. Ibid.
4, Interview with Maggie Alison,

S, Ibid.

6. This branch of the Reynolds femily subsequently moved back to Centre
Ridge. .

7. Ibid.
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decade up to 1860, and the gain from 1850 to 1860 was perhaps the largest
1

of ell, While no population is static, there ig a relatively high

rate of change in new settlements and Centre Ridge was no exception

to this rule,

1. Based on an exsmination of Baptist and Presbyterian church records.
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CHAPTER III
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT OF
CENTRE RIDGE PRIOR TO 1861

The Problems and Labor of the First Settlers

The first problemg which confronted the new settler on his
arrival were economic ones. He needed to start a crop and erect a
dwelling place., During the first year only a small crop could be
planted and only the crudest shelter could be devised, but nearly all
settlers made some beginning during their first year toward founding a
new home in the wilderness.

Tentg had been used in most cases for shelter while én route
for the new land. When the pioneer arrived he would continue to use
tents until a temporsry home of logs could be built. vThe case of
Benjémin Reynolds is a good example of this. OSpeasking of himself and
his wife, he says

"On their arrival in Carlowville they continued

using tents.... until their first Alabsma residence,

a one-room of 18 x 20 ft. was built. Cut of hewn

timbers ... the frame after being put up was enclosed

by sticks, Mud and Moss cut in small pieces, all

Mixed together, there from the Walls. Making a com-

fortable.,., adobe house.mt

Sometimes the settler continued to use his log hut for sev—
eral years, but as soon as he could, he began the construction of a
permanent home. This he might complete shortly, or the process might
teke several years. Sometimes he completely gave up his log hut, using

2
it only for a barn or a slave cabin., In other cases he covered over

!

1. Reynolds, Benjamin, Teble of Descent, unpublighed.
2. Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade.
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the walls of his log hut and added to it.

The settler had his cheice of two locally available materi-
als for the construction of his permanent home, wood and brick., Wood
was the more common of the two, Heart long-leaf yellow piné was the
lumber used by nearly all builders.l

Lunmber was manufactured by at least two sewmills on Centre
Ridge before or shortly after 1840, One Mallet owned the first mill
set up for sawing lumber.z From all accounts Mallet's mill must have
been a very crude affeir with perpendicular saws. The next sawmill set
up on the Ridge belonged to the mercantile firm of Bisell and Carvill?
It also was crude but was an improvement over the Mallet mill, Both
mills sawed only the best materials available, for some of their lumber
now ninety years old is still in good condi‘bion.4

| Shingles were ususlly made of heart long-leaf yellow pine, as
were also the materisls in the remainder of the house. Ordinarily they
were made on the plantation by a slave artisan., The procedure in mak-
ing them consisted of cutting the log into the desired length and then
splitting the shingles to the desired size, Finally they were smoothed

off with a drawing knife., Some of these roofs are said to have lasted
[

W

as long as forty years.

When the walls of the permanent home were to be of brick, the
6
bricks were generslly mamufactured locally. Most bricks for chimmey,

. Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade.
. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.
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foundation, and other purposes were made at home as well., When

Dr. Hugh Lee Alison built his second permanent home,l he baked his own
bricks from cley on his own place and they are in fairly good coﬁdi~
tion today.2 Other bricks manufactured earlier than these énd a lit-
tle later are alsoc in good condition. The brick-making process used
on Centre Ridge consisted of first sun-drying the bricks and then
fire-burning them after they were hard enough to be handled without
breaking.5 Prior to the War Between the States, the finest homes on
the Ridge were made from brick, either wholly or in part.4 Not all
of the brick homes were made from local bricks, however., John
Crocheron's home was made from bricks shipped from England to Mobile
as ballast.5 Stoutenborough, whe also built his home of brick, pro-
bably got his bricks in this way through Mobile also,

During the settler's first year on Centre Ridge, he usually
attempted not only to build a log hut but also to clear and plant some
of his land. In most cases, sleves were used for this as well as for
the heavier work in building a first house. It was seldom, if ever,
possible for the earliest settlers to get all of thelr suiteble agricul-
tural land cleered during their first year. They cleared some land e~
round their home site and patches here»and there in their plantetion

€
land, It is safe to stete that the Centre Ridge pioneer attempted to

1., His first one burned. He built his second one of brick in 1843, ~

2. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

3, Ibid.

4, Several homes had the first story made from brick and the second
from lumber, The James M, Calhoun home and the Paul L. Hutson Lee
home were examples of this type of architecture.

§. Intertyiew with S.A. Reynolds.

6. Ibid.
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raise his food-stuff during his first year and usually succeeded. Some
few were able to plant & little cotton as well. The process of convert-
ing the wilderness or the hard-turfed black belt into cotton planta-

tions extended over several years.

Home Industries

Enterprising citizens of Centre Ridge during the thirties and
forties set up several small industries for the purpose of manufactur-
ing useful products for home consumption., As has been mentioned pre~
viously, Mallet and the firm of Bisell and Carvill owned sawmills,
Brick-making industries were less regular, being set up on & particular
residence to supply a particular demend, In addition to these build-
ing supply industries, Centre Ridge came to have a tannery, several
cotton gins, and four grist mills.

In addition the furniture for the slaves and much of the
furpiture for whites was constructed by slave artisans on various
plantations.l

Slaves also spun and wove their clothing for the most part.2

The tennery was located in a ravine back of the present
Carlowville school building.5 Josephus Smith and R.J., Lide owned it
and one Crow operated it.4 Huge wooden vats held the tennic acid which
was made by grinding oak bark fine. Water was tuwrned inte the vats
from a nearby spring and last of all the hides were dumped in. Smith

5
and Lide ran a cobbler shop in connection with their temmery. 1In it

1. Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade,
2, Ibid.

3. Interview with Dr. S.B. Alison,:

4, Ibid.

5, Ibid.



38

they made mosgt of the shoes used locally out of some of the hides which
they tanned, The remainder of the hides which the Smith and Lide {&n-
nery processed were marketed elsewhere. The tannery sold its shoe out-
put at retail and people came from all around to buy them.l’ Stores

seen not to have been a factor in the distribution of shoes prior to

1870 except that they sometimes took foot measurements and ordersd
2

G

custom-nade sghoes for their customers.

Several but not all of the Centre Ridge plantations owned
and operated cotton gins. These gins were crude affairs pulled by
mules and horses with a two-bale per day capacity as a general thing.s
Most of them were bullt over sgtreams in order that the cottonseed,
then deemed a nulsance, could be easily disposed of. The press which
packed the cotton as well as the screw which carried down the block was
asually nade of Wood.4

Judge James UM, Calhoun seems to have had a monopoly of the
grinding business of Centre Ridgg. He owned three mills for grinding
meal and one forrgrinding flour. Water propelled all of Judge

)

Calhoun's mills., They are said to have produced a far better gquality

of meal than igs at present ground by gasoline powersd grist mills.

Transportation Facilities
There were three general modes of transportation used by

Centre Ridge people in ante-bellum days, First, there were the convey-

1. Interview with Dr. S.B. Alison.

2, The finer grades of dress shoes had to be ordered from Mobile.
3, Interview with S.A. Reynelds, |

4, Ibid,

5., Interview with A,P, Calhoun,

6, lIbid.
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ances used on land for hauling freight such as wagons and carts.
Second, there were the boats, Third, there were several means of pas-
senger travel by land such as the use of various kinds of carriages and
horseback travel.

When Centre Ridge was first settled, the major portion of the
hauling of goods probably was done by wagons and carts. Most of the
settlers had moved in them and for a few years they apparently were
used even for long distance hauling, By 1840 wagons and carts were sup-
planted by the river boats for long hauling of heavy goods, but nothing
could take their place for transporting goods to and from the river or
for general hauling of supplies to and from the plantations.

From 1840 to 1860 the river traffic must have increased rap-
idly. John Crocheron developed Centre-Port and made of it one of the
most useful and convenient poris on the Alabama River. Centre-Port had
a modest beginning sometime in the twenties.l Portland, a few miles
- south of Centre-Port on the river, received most of the traffic at
first, bubt yellow fever and malaria killed or drove away most of its peo-
ple., As Portland declined, Centre-Port prospsred, but it must not be
supposed that Centre-Port's gain came altogether at the expense of
Portland, Centre-Port got most of the Centre Ridge traffic after the
first few years, This river port lay on a hi%h bluff which is on about
the same level as the remainder of the Ridge.N This location made un~-

necessary a long up-hill pull with heavily laden wagons.

As Crocheron prospered, he eguipped his port in such a way as

1. Provided Crocheron started his port soon after his arrival,
2. Based on observation of the port site.
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to give superior service to his customers. As he expanded and im-
proved his port, he drew patronage from points off the Ridge. By 1860
Centre~Port came to be the river port for western Lowndes, eastern

1 .

Wilcox, and a portion of Butler County. According to tradition most
2

-

of the Greenville river traffic gravitated to CentrenPort.‘ Southern
Dallas used Centre-Port widely also.

As the bluff at Centre-Port rises abruptly from the waters of
the river, Crocheron found it necessary to construct an elevator to
1ift goods from the boats to the top of the bluff, The elevator car ran
on a wooden track and was connected by a thick cable with a drum located
at the top of the bluff.5 Mules pulled the drum round and round which
in turning shortened the cable. In this way the elevator car finally
reached the top. Steep steps for the use of passengers and port work-
ers ran beside the tracks.

If the plsnter had not come to get his goods by the time they
arrived, these goods were stored in a warehouse.4 Crocheron's ware-
houge was one hundred feet long by sixby feet wide, There was a fee
for the use of the warehouse and also a fee for elevator service, If
the planter arrived ahead of the landing of his goods, as was often the
case, Crocheron made such a plenter his guest and put up his driver or

drivers in a nearby camphouse. Crocheron never charged for this service

even if the planter and his drivers stayed a week or more. He kept per-

1. Interview with Alice Alison Lide,
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
4, Ibid.
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1
petual open-house in his pslatial twenty-two room mansion, It is pro-

bable that much of the good will felt for Centre-Port was built up in
this way.

Although goods were hauled in wagons or boats, people them—
selves traveled mostly in carriages or on horssback. When Centre
Ridge people wished to travel long distances, they‘did so by water if
such wag possible,zbut even so, they had only occasional need to ride on
the boats; carriages, and horses vitally affected their everyday life,
The quality of the carriages used by Centre Ridge planters varied |
somewhat according to their means., Some were ornate and luxurious,
while others were more simple and inexpensive.s Most gentlemen owned
at least one saddle horse which was usually of good blood. Horses were
used more for every day business affairs than were carriages; while the
latter were generally for ladies! uge and for riding to church.4

Commercial Life

Commerce had its real beginning on Centre Ridge shortly after
the coming of the first big wave of settlers during the 1830-1840 dec-
ade, Prior to that time, stores may have been started in Warrenton,
but this is by no means certain, Commercialylife in Warrenton depended
to a considerable extent on the river traffic at Centre-Port and Centre-
Port was fairly well developed by 1840, At Centre-Port there was not

a single store for many years. During the late forties or early £ife

ties, Zebulon Hearst established one there but the heavy spending by

1, Interview with Alice Alison Lide,

2, Ibid.

3. Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade,
4, Ibid.
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1
both planters and teamsters was done at Warrenton,

By 1840 Carlowville was served by four stores. The first

2

ran, was the one owned and operated by the firm of Bisell and Carvill.

store established there and easily the most important as long as it

Bisell and Carvill were brothers-in-law. Bisell, the senior partner,

made trips to Mobile and to England on which occasions he purchased
3
goods to stock the store and also sold the cotton of his customers,

On these trips, Bisell also brought spesecial orders of fine goods for
his customers, goods which he did not carry in his regular stock,such
as silverware, fine silks and laces, expensive furniture, and custom-
made boots and shoes.4 Carvill stayed at Carlowville and managed the
everyday affairs of the firm, Bisell and Carvill closed out their stock
of goods and returned to South Carolina by 1850.5

The other stores in Carlowville were smaller than the Bisell
and Carvill store., One was run by a German Jew named Bookman and was
located across the road and slightly south of Carlow's former home.6
Another store was run by one Warfield,who hurriedly left for parts un-
known after an altercation with a man named Fowler.7 This store stood
on a plot of ground adjacent to the Community Cemetery. In addition to
these three general merchandise stores, J, Alison Lee ran a drug store
near the Episcopal Ghurch.8 The Carlowville stores did not get much of

the transient trade which passed through going or coming from Centre-

1. Interview with Alice Alison Lide.
2. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

3, Ibid.

4, Ibid.

5, Ibid.

6. Inid.

7. Ibid.

8. Ibid.,
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Port, Its trade throughout the years was largely of a local character,
Warrenton on the other hand catered to, and succeeded in
building up, a flourishing trade with the people coming from Centre-
Port. The store at Centre-Port and the four stores at Carlowville
combined probebly did only a small part of the business of Centre
Ridge, Warrenton got most of the Centre Ridge business. As the river
traffic at Centre-Port increased, the commercial life of Warrenton
expanded, During the fall and winter, mule teams passed through
bearing cotton from Furman, Snow Hill, Farmersville, Braggs, Fort X

Deposit, Acguaville, Pleasant Hill, Pineapple, and even Greenville,

These argosies of commerce were gaily bedecked in bright colors while

2
P

around the necks of the mules, tinkling bells were strung. The wagons
sometimes were pulled by as many as eight mules and horses,

During cétton shipping time as many as two boats a day
landed at Centre-—?ort.5 During the remainder of the year bi-weekly
service was all that could be counted on. When the planter had seen to
the loading of his cotton at Centre-Port, or to its storage until it
could be loaded, he returned by way of Warrenton. Here he might pur-
chase many of his supplies for the next year and also buy some of the
luxuries which most rural stores did not stock.4 At Warrenton the re-
turning planter might amuse himsgelf with a game of billiards or seek

surcease from his cares in the flowing bowl of the bar-room, If he de-

1. Interview with Alice Alison Lide,
2. Ibid.
3, Interviews with S.A, Reynolds and Alice Alison Lide,

4, Ibid.
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sired to spend the night, a tavern was glad to accommodate him,
Warrenton tried to give the returning planter whatever ﬁe desired and
welcomed him with open arms.l

Warrenton by 1850 came to be built upOSOIidly for‘about a
mile with business establishments and churches.w There were several
general merchandise stores, a few blacksmith shops, a carriage shop,
some saloons, a billiard parlor, a tavern, and other business enter-
prises.5 Warrenton was Jaid off in streets4 and became something more
than a village, though it never got to be what would at present be

classified as a small towm.

Churches

Once the Centre Ridge people had become settled on the land,
they proceeded with dispatch to organize the soclal institutions which
had given them satisfaction and benefitted them in their old homes.
As soon as it was possible, tuney started building churches and schools.

Probably the first church which ministered to the spiritual
needs of Centre Ridge people was the Providence Church near Molette's
Bend, West refers to this small church as follows:

"Providence, a small Socieby, with a log house,

about two miles west of what was once called

Warrenton, in Dallas County, was one of the preaching

places, in early time in the Cedar Creek Circuit." S

This Cedar Creek Circuit lay in the Cahawba district. The

Providence Church was built prior to 1825 and was situated on land be-

1. Interviews with Alice Alison Lide and others.
2. Ibid,
3. Ibid.
4, Ibid,
5, West, Anson, A History of Methodism in Alabama, p. 212.

‘
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longing to the branch of the Molette family which lived on the east
' 1
bank of the Alabama River,
The first church built on Centre Ridge proper was a'new 1ight”

Presbyterian Church known as the Old Canaan Cumberland Presbyterian

2

Church. It evidently was constituted before 1837 for in that year the
Baptists on Centre Ridge were using the building of this Presbyterian
group for services.5 The 0ld Canaan Church building probably was con-—
structed by 1830, but the exact date is unknown, Neither is it known
who organized the church but it doubtless was done by part of its
earliest known membership which included the McKellars, the Howards,
the Brumsons, and the Ladd families.4 While the 0ld Canaan Church
meintained a cemetery adjacent to the church building, none of the
graves were marked. It is thought that the 0ld Canaan Church, while
small in membership, ministered to numbers of people of other faiths
who, pending the organization of their own sects, preferred it to no
spiritual guidance at all. While it soon passed away, the 0ld Canaan
Church served a useful function in the life of Centre Ridge.

The first two permanent churches which were organized on
Centre Ridge were the Episcopal Church and the Baptist Church. As to
which came first in point of time depends upon the use of terms, Ap~-

parently there was some kind of a parish organization among the

Episcopalians of Carlowville as early as 1836 but there was no congre-

1. West, Anson, A History of Methodism in Alabama, p. 212,
2. Interview with Hattie Etheridge.

3. Records of the Centre Ridge Baptist Church.

4, Interview with Hattie Etheridge,
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gational organization, no church building, and no services held until
1
1839. The Centre Ridge Baptist Church was organized February 4,
2

1837, and held its first meeting in April of the same year.w

The Centre Ridge Baptist Church used the Canaan Church build-
- ing for its organizetion meeling in February of 1837 and continned to
use this bullding for services until August, when it became necessary

3
to find asnother house of worship, For a short time David Lide's

store was used.4 Then the congregation decided to build a shed with
an extension bush-arbour until a permenent house of worship could be
erected. OSufficient funds were subscribed by the end of 1837 to enable
the ngtists to begin to construct their church., It was completed in
1838,

The names of the founders of the Centre Ridge Baptist Church
were as follows: Jesse Hartwell, James Lide, Maria Lide, Calvin
Kirven, Eli Lide, Robert Lide, Thomas Williams, Mary Lide, Jane Lide,
Marthe Lide, Francis Lide, Mary Williams, and Harriet Kirven.6 Jegse
Hartwell was elected pastor and Calvin Kirven was elécted Church
Clerk.7 The organization meeting of February 1837 alsc selected the
name Centre gidg$ Baptist Church to distin%uish this new spiritual

institution.

The Centre Ridge Baptist Church was particularly fortunate in

1. Lide, Alice Alison, History of St. Paul's Parish, Carlowville,pp.4-5,

2."Records of the Centre Ridge Baptist Church."

3. Ibid.

4, Ibid.

5, Ibid.

6. Ibid.

7. Ibid.

8. At present this church is usually called the Carlowville Baptist
Church yet there has been no official change of title.
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having for its first pastor the Reverend Jesse Hartwell, D.D. from
1
Furmen University. In 1842 Dr. Hartwell was elected president of

the Association and in 1843 he was elected professor of the Chair of
2 .
theology at Howard College. Dr. Hartwell's assistance in founding

the Centre Ridge Baptist Church and his able ministry to it during its
infancy, was a real and lasting service for which Centre Ridge people
should be grateful.

During the month of August of 1838, a subscription was cir-
culated for the purpose of erecting a Protestant Episcopal ggurch at
Carlowville.5 T.L., Bisell and G.W, Carvill donated a lot, while a
building committee consisting of Dr. H.L. Alison, John feake, F.J. Lee,
G.W, Carvill, and Edward Lovell, obtained subscriptions of #1016, On

4
Easter Monday 1839 the church was organized, F.J. Lee, H.L. Alison,

John Peake, W.C, Clifton, and John Simpson were elected vestrymen,
5
while G.¥W. Carvill and Edward Lovell were élected wardens., Reverend
‘i

(o]
¥.B. Lee was officially called as rector.

Mrs. Lide says:

"Although there was no church building as yet,
services were regularly performed from this time
forth,...."

The church building for St. Paul's Parish was
completed in 1839 and in that year the first person
was buried in the Churchyard." 7

Mrs. Lide considers Anne Lee Beakman to have been the moving

1. Riley, B.F., History of the Baptists of Alabama, p. 117,
2. Riley, op. cit., pp. 14l-142,

3. Lide, op. cit., p. 4.

4, Ibid., p. S.

5, Ibid., p. 5.

6, Ibid., p. S.

7. Ibid., pe 5.
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spirit in the organization of St. Paul's Church.

Miith one of the first little bands that set out

with its caravan of carriages, covered wagons, house-
hold possessions, and slaves, came that indomitable
mother in the church, Anne Lee Beakman, She and her
two daughters, Anne and Mary Catherine, wives respec-
tively of Francis Joseph Lee and Hugh Lee Alison, are
credited with being leaders in the Movement toward
forming that first Episcopal congregation of
Carlowville,"d

After receiving his diaconate in 1829 at Charleston, the Rev-
erend Francis Beakman Lee, came to Carlowville to shepherd the Saint
Paul Parish flock., Prior to assuming this responsibility, Les pre-
pared himself for the ministry at the General Theological Seminary of
the Episcopal Church of America in New York City. To his training and
to his native ability,ALee brought the gift of tact and humaness which
endeared him to his people, For fifty-seven yearg he served St.Paulls
faithfully and well, Even today he is affectionately remembered as
"Pargon! Lee, Centre Ridge abounds in anecdotes and legends about
this beloved character.

In 1839, the Methodists of Centre Ridge formed a churc% or=

ganization and made arrangements to build a church at Warrenton. Sep-

tember 16, 1839, William P, Molette deeded a2 lot of his in Warrenton
’ 2
L)
for a Methodist Episcopal Church to be built upon., This lot lay in
4

front of the present day Hassalvander home, A church was subse-

guently built upon the lot and Abner M, Coleman, Abner T, Howell,
5
Samuel Mays, Fdward Dudley and A.C. Ramsey served as trustees., The

1. Lide, op. cit., p. 3.

2. West, Anson, A History of Methodism in Alabama, p. 536,
3, Ibid., p. 536.

4, Interview with Hattie Etheridge.

5, West, 9p. cik., p. 536,
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Warrenton Methodist Church, while neither as large nor as influential
as the other churches of Centre Ridge, proved to be an asset to the
religioug life of the Ridge,

Presbyterian settlers came to Centre Ridge who had religious
conceptions differing from their cousins the Cumberland Fresbyterians.
As there were churches already at Carlowville and Warrenton, and as a
major portisn of orthodox Presbyterians lived in the northern half of
the Ridge, the founders of the Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church de-
’cided to build their house of worship at Centre«?ort.l It was felt
further, that a location at Centre-~Port might draw Presbyterians liv-
ing across Cedar Ureek. John Crocheron, while not a Presbyterian, do-
nated a two-acre lot and headed the subscripiion list with a donstion
of @800.2 With this contribution and that of many others, a fund
was soon gathered which was used to erect a neat brick buildifg cap-
able of accommodating about two hundred and fifty worshipers.d

The new church wag opened for divine service in December of
1843 by the first pastor, Reverend William McKelvey Smythe, licen-
ciate of the Philadelphia, Pennsylvenia Presbytery,4 On the eleventh
of May 1844 the church was officially constituted and organized as &
part of the South Alabama Presbytery.5 At this important meebing
Williem S, gmith and James E, Todd were elected and ordained s rul-

ing elders, The first membership consisted of seventeen white and

ten coleored communicants,

1. Smith, Fllen, & History of Centre Ridge Presbyterisn Church, pole
2., Ibid., p. 1.
3, Ibid., p. 1.
4. Ibid., p. 1.
5., Ibid., p. 1.

6. Ibid., p. 1.
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The Episcopal, Baptist, and Orthodox Presgbyterian churches
all witnessed satisfactory incresses in membership up to 1880, Possi-

bly the Methodist Church gained also but by 1860 the Old Cansan Pres-
3‘ N
byterian Church was dead, In 1860 St. Pauwl listed eighty-three
2
cormmicants, The Baptist Church experienced equally satisfactory

gains while membership in the Presbyterian Church increased from
=

A

sixty-five in 1850 to eighty-nine in 1860,

Not only did the Centre Ridge churches increased in member-
ghip during their ante-bellum period; they also emhanced their pres-
tige in state denominational affeirs, DBeing free of all debt, the

Episcopal church wes consecrated by Bishop Cobb in 1845, and in the
4
following year a State Episcopal Convention was held in it. Not to

be outdone the Centre Ridge Baptist Church invited the Baptist State
Convention to meet at Carlowville in 1849, and this invitation was
sccepted, According to Riley,

"The Baptist State Convention for 1849 met with

the Centre Ridge Church, Carlowville, Dallas County.
At that time Centre Ridge wes one of the wealthiest and
most progressive churches in Alsbama. Reverend Thomas
Chilton was again made president of the convention
and Reverend Pleti Stout, the pastor of Centre Ridge
Church was e¢lected secretary. The annual sermon was
delivered by Reverend Basil Menly, Jr. A movement

was begun at Carlowville during the session of the
convention, for the first time in the history of the
state, to provide a fund for aged and destitute
Baptist preachers in Alabams,®

It is unususl that at the Episcopal State Convention, 2lso,

1. Interview with Hattie Etheridge.

Fon Lide, Q_Ec .Q.iﬁ" po 70

3. Based on examination of Baptist and Presbyterian church records.
4, Lide, op. gdt., pp. &-9. ‘ ‘

5, Riley, B.R., History of the Baptists in Alsbame, p. 191,
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2 movement for providing relief for disabled and superannuate clergy
in Alsbsma was inaugurated.

Aﬁ the closing of the ante-bellum period, the Centre Ridge
churches, with the exception of the 0ld Canaan Church which had been
abandoned, were firmly entrenched in the lives and sentiment of most
Centre Ridge people, both white and black. The control which they
held upon the Centre Ridge people is shown by the authority which
they exercisged in cases of improper, unethical, or immoral conduct.
None of the Centre Ridge denominations hesitated to Ychurch" or dis-
cipline its members when it seemed neéessary to do so.l

While variztions existed as to manner of handling discip-
linarypcases, there wes a mede of procedure which was usually fol-
lowed.é First, & sin was reported or an investigation of an alleged
sin asked., Second, a commitiee was appointed to investigate the
facts and also to get the accused party to be present st the next
neeting of the church., Third, the report of the committee was made,
and the facts congidered and weighed. Fourth, action was taken. This
might be & reprimsend or it might be expulsion from church membership.
If the church excluded a member he could be immedistely returned to
church membership by humble repentance before the congregation. Sonme-
times in order to prevent going through the full process of accusa-
tion and trial or else to still the pain of a guilty conscience, a
member would confessg his sing before the congregation and ask for for-

k™

giveness from the congregation and mercy from God, While the pro-

1. Based on examination of church records.

2., Ibid.; Interview with lMrs, B.L, Youngblood,

3, Several cases of this type are recorded in the Records of the
Centre Ridge Baptist Church,
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cegs of church discipline brought out much that was best in the church
life of the time, it alsc brought out much that was worst. The intol-
erance of the time is shown by the custom of turning people out of the
church, after and because of affiliation with another denomination.
This petty denominationalism tended to destroy good will among the va-
rious brethren. The most common causes of church discipline were
drunkenness, immorality (especizlly smong the ble@K§, failure to at-
tend church, fighting, and swearing.l Drunkenness was by far the
most common charge,but not infrequently a member was accused of more
then one offense, For example, in the Baptist Church record ig found
of the case of a man who got on sprees and when so inebriated was given
to swearing terrible oaths and offering to fight one and all., In or-
der to prevent church action on his case, he failed to attend church
for several months.z Finally the church took action in his absence.
In disciplinary cases, Negroes were summarily dealt with.,
In two months as a rule their cases were éischarged. With white cases
they were longer drawn out, due in part to the failure of the accused
to come te church, As the churches disliked to congider a man's case
in his absence, cases were often delayed for several monthe in this
way. 4n the end, whether white or black, a guilty member would be
tried and his repentance accepted after which he would be put back on

the church roles. Some few, following exclusion, joined other denom-

inations.,

1, Based on exemination of church records,
2. Records of the Centre Ridge Baptist Church.



Educational Facilities

Centre Ridge was served from almost the first by schools
but by present day standards and by those of the 1850's, these first
schools appear inadequate. The first four schools built on Centre
Ridge were one-teacher affairs and at least two were one-rocm log
structures,

The 0ld Cenasn Cumberland Church in addition to furnishing
religious organization, alsoc supplied the Ridge with its first
school, The Old Canasn scheoel stood a few yards from the church
and was spounscored and at leasgt partially supported by‘it.z The
first school at Carlowville and perhaps the second scheolzon the
Ridge stood where Andrew Calhoun's water tank now stands.u One
Rockaway ran it. The second school at Warrenton and one which was
built at epproximately the same time that the Rockaway school was
built stood across the road and north from the present day Powe home%
It was a two-story plenk affeir with a Masonic hall occupying the top
floor. It is thought that the Masons of Centre Ridge sponsored this
school, although it is by no means certain that they did so. The
name of this choel is not known. Parson Lee bullt and ran a fourth
school at Carlowville after Rockaway abandoned his school in the late
forties. The Lee school stooed on the campus of the present Carlow-
ville High School,

Prior to 1850, no schoel on Centre Ridge with the possible

exception of the school in the Masonic hall attempted to give second-

1. Interview with Hattie Etheridge,
2. .l::tza:-é..

3., Interview with S.A. Reynoclds,

« Interview with Hattie Etheridge.

N
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ary instruction. The student preparing for college could go to the
Valley Creek Acadenmy, the Camden Female Cbllege, the Dalles Academy
in Selma, or the Compromise Academy located between Braggs and
Farmersville in Lowndes County.l After 1850 Centre Ridge did not
have to send its sons and daughters away in order to give them a
secondary education, for in this year Thomas John Dill moved to
Centre Ridge from Edisto Island, South Ca:colina,”;2 and established a
splendid academy between Carlowville and Werrenton., Until he moved
to Marion in 1863, to head the department of clessic languages of
Howard College, Dill devoted his energy to the enlightenment of
Centre Ridge studenﬁs.s From all accounts Dill meintained high
scholestic standards in his academy and adequately prepared his stu-
dents for college work as well as for their everyday needs. Centre
Ridge people speak fondly and respectfully of Dill's Academy to this
day., The acadeéy died when Dill moved away in 1869, and the building
was razed,

Until the cataclysm of Reconstruction carried all before it,
o. number of Centre Ridge students were able to attend college. More
of the young men of the time seem to have attended the University of
Alsbama than any other institution of higher learning. In all, six-

4
teen took work at the "Capstone" prior to 1868,

1. The trustees of this Academy were Col, W,T. Minter, S.D. Crum,
F. Dudley, Wm., Cox, and others.

2. Owen:, Thomas M., History of Alabams and Bictionery of Alabame
Biography, Vol. IV, p. 491,

3, While in Carlowville, Nr. Dill married a daughter of Jacob Alison,
Their son, Joseph Mason, was the first president of Troy Normal
Schoel., '

4, Palmer, Thomas Waverly, £ Register of the Officers and Students of
the University of Alebsma, 1831-1901. (students from the Ridge
picked cut by the writer.) ‘
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1
Dr. Joseph D. Alison and Nathaniel Henry Rhodes Dawson at-

tended Spring Hill College at Mobile in about 1850, It is thought
that some of the Centre Ridge Baptists attended Howard and Judson.
Posgibly a few of the Ridge people matriculated at out of the state
institutions. College training to say the least was fairly wide~
spread on Centre Ridge in the ante-bellum days. Culture and polish
as well as knowledge were highly prized by Centre Ridge people from

the very start.

Politics

When Centre Ridge was first occupied, the early settlers
are gaid to have given a hearty measure of support to Andrew Jackson
and felt a keen admiration for him. It is probably true that the
Centre Ridge people sympathized with and supported his nationalis-
tic sentiments. With the passing of the géars, however, Centre
Ridge became increasingly addicted to the states! rights conception
of government., This typical Alabama development was accentuated by
the fact that on Centre Ridge resided a statestrights leader of Ala-
bama, Judge James M, Calhoun, nephew of John C. Calhoun.

Soon after Judge Calhoun's coming ﬁo Alsbsma, Dallas
County sent him to the lower house of the legislature. Here he served

2 ,
from 1834 to 1836, In 1837 Dallas County sent Calhoun to the Ala-
Z

*7

bampa Senate where he served till 1838, In 1842, he returned to thé

1. Mr. Dawson was U.S. Commissioner of Education under Cleveland.
Dawson, Alaska, is thought to have been named for him. He married
a Todd, a sister of Abreham Lincoln's wife. Owen:, op. cit.,
Vol. III, p. 471.

2., Owen., op. cit., Vol., I, p. 451.

3. Ibid., p. 451.
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lower house and served another term. In 1857, Juige Calhcun was elec-
ted to the Senate again and served there till 1860.2 It is probably
not inaccurate to say that in ante-bellum days, Centre Ridge enjoyed
a fer greater éolitical influence than the size of its population
would lead one to expect. Judge Calhoun was one of the committee sent
to Texas to urge its secession from the union.5 Judge Calhoun kept
in contact with his illustrioué uncle and derived much of his politi-

4
cal philosophy from that source, Unfortunately, thgiff correspondence
3
has been lost or destroyed and one can only speculate as to how the

oracle of states! rights instructed his kinsman,

Life on Centre Ridge

On Centre Ridge the plaﬁtation system in contrast to the
small farm system came to be predominant, Of course, there were some
farms but most of the land holdings were large, To thet extent agri-
cultural life in the three divisions of the Ridge was similar, but be-
yond this general similarity, the contrasts are more stiiking than
the likenesses. Recreational habits, morals, and life attitudes dif-
fered widely in Carlowville, Warrenton, and Centre-Port,

Life in Warrenton prior to 1860 reéembled in many ways the
life in a western town during the last two decades of the nineteenth

century. The men of Warrenton held small regard and felt little pa-

l. Owen}, @. Qi;_t«_‘., VQl. I’ Pe 451.

2, ibid., pp.451-452.

3, Interview with A,P. Calhoun., This ig ironical in view of the fact
that John C, Calhoun played so conspictious a part in getting
Texas annexed to the union, ,

4, Interview with Mrs. T.L. Wade,

5. lbi @
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1
tience for ordinary law processes. Grievances were apt to be set-

tled on the spot where they occurred or inside of a few hours. Duel-
ing of an informal type was practiced in Warrenton until Civil War
days.2 The dueling ground existed on the lawn of what was the
Brunson home,5 One combatant would stand in front of a Pauleﬂawig‘
tree4 and the other combatant would stand a specified disgtance away.
At a given signal both principals would fire, The duel as fought in \
Warrenton differed from the gentlemen's duel in that the former was
fought as socon as possible after the difficulty arose and algo in
that no definite seconding procedure prevailed.s Sometimes people
did not even go to this much trouble in settling altercetions., It of-
ten happened that they would go after each otherwith . shotguns, pis-
tols, and knives and fight until one of the combatants fell.6

It was largely because of the cheapness in which human life
was held that Warrenton derived its reputation for being wild and law-
less, but it earned it in other ways &s well., Warrentonians deemed it
great sport to ride through the streets shooting a pistol hot.7 This
was done on Saturday nights, election days, and holidays especially.
Life on such occasions was not safe for women and children. Gander
pulling was another favorite sport in Warrgnton.8 The gander was tied
to a pole about the height of a horse and had his head greased. A

horsemsn rode by at full speed and attempted to pull the gander's head

1. Interview with Alice Alison Lide,

2. Iblg;‘ » B
3. Now known as the J,D. Alison home.
4, This Paulog@& tree still stends. It is marked by scars made by

bullets which hit it rather than the dueling principals.
5, Interview with Alice Alison Lide.
6. Ibid.
7. Ibid.

8. Ib g.
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off without slacking his pace. Other fowls were sometimes used when
ganders got scarce. Warrentonians were also addicted to horse racing
and liked to make huge Wagers.l The race track occupied & pilece of
land back of the present day home of Hatiie Ftheridge. Warrentonians
imbibed incomputable quantities of hard liquors.? In a day when
drinking was commen, they had a reputation for lack of sobriety and
restraint, Although the rowdyism of Warrenton was probably confined
t0 a small part of its totel population, the name of the whole town
suffered on account of the expleoits of its worst element,

While a lack of restraint'w£s one of the chief characteris—
tics of Warrenton, the very opposite was true in Carlowville. A cit-
izen of Carlowville in ante-bellum days deplored excesses just as he
does today. He loved pleasures but was moderate in their uses, He
drenk but was apt to be temperate in his drinking and in addition
drank gartially of milder liquors such as wine, brandy, and cham-
pagne.U He cultivated good taste and searched for the golden mean,
eschewing exhibitionism in all its forms. He was not a.Buritan,
neither was he unchariteble, but he had scant patience with the love
of display then manifest at Warrenten.

It was not accidental, then, that Carlowvilliang and War-
rentonians got on poorly together and shunned rather than sought each
other!s company.4 Though near in distance, Carlowville and Warren-

ton were far away in spirit. Carlowville considered Warrenton to be

crude, boorish, vulgar, shallow, unrestrained, drunkenly, and im-

1. Interview with Alice Alison Lide,

2. 1bid.

3., Dr. H.L.. Alison made champagne in his home.
4, Interview with Alison Reynolds Wade,
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pious. Warrenton considered Carlowville to be snobbish, austere,
clannish, uncharitsable, effete, and Pufitanical.z Centre-Port people
with the exception of the Crocherons and the Colemans were deemed by
Carlowville people to be on a par with Warrentonians, especially the
hangers-on around Crocheron's port.5 On the other hand, most of the
Centre-Port people held the Carlowville people in slight regard. This
social isolation of the three areas of Centre Ridge was by no meang
complete, however. Men like Judge Calhoun, John Crocheron,
Dr. Patton, Abner Coleman, and others stood well in Carlowville, while
some Carlowville people cultivated the friendship of people living
at Warrenton and at Centre~Port.4 A certain amount of contzct was al-
ways meintained through the agencies of church and school. While the
villages of Centre Ridge did not care for each other, they did not

hate each other. There was little, if any, blood ever shed as a re-

sult of this estrangement.

Summary of Ante-~bellum Development
By the coming of the War Between the States Centre Ridge had
changed from a pioneer society to a planter society. The land had
been cleared end comfortable permanent houses had been constructed,
Several local industries had been developed to supply some of the man-
ufactured goods needed. A functioning commerciszl system had sprung up.
Facilities for transportation which were apparently adequate for the

time, came into being, Churches and schools were establighed. Polit-

1. Interview with Alison Raynolds Wade,
2. Ibid. ‘

3, Ibid.

4, Ibid.

-




ical institutions came to be well developed,

Centre Ridge citizens collectively could take pride in what
they had done in the wilderness. From log cabins in the forest sone
had changed to two-story mansions with stately gardens and walks,
Others lived in comfortable one-story buildings. Culture was coming
to be widespread before the war catastrophe.

In 1880, Centre Ridge knew that when it spoke in the coun-
cils of state and county affairs ite veice was heard., If things be-
came a bit wild and unrestrained, life at least was interesting and
not very hard., It is eagy to see ﬁhy Centre Ridge people look on

ante-bellum days as the "good old days."
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CHAPTER IV

WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION

The Growth of War Sentiment

It is difficult to say with any degree of certainty just when
the people of Centre Ridge became mentslly and emotionally prepared
for secession and its probable outgrowth, war. When the first perms-
- nent settlers came in goodly numbers during the thirties, a certain
amount of anti-Northern senbtiment is said to have been felt in the
settlement on the Ridge;l bub, if such was the case, it could hardly
be considered as being of a serious and uncompromising naturse., The
Centre Ridge setilers apparently were irked by the protective tariff
policy and by the spousors of this tariff; but until the forties there
seems not to have been any great fear of loss of the slaves, On the
issue of states'! rights, Centre Ridge probably was as stern and un-
bending as the man whom 11t helped again and again to a geat in the
Alabama Legislature, Judge James M. Calhoum,

Apparently the reaction of Centre Ridge on the great prob-
lems of tariff, slavery, states! rights, and secession paralleled in
a general way the reaction toward those same problems in other areas
in which a planter aristocracy was predominant in influence., If there
was an essential difference in the way in which Centre Ridge respond-
ed to the great problems of ante-bellum days, it lay in the fact that
there may have been less personal rancor toward Northerners and
Northern institutions. Several Northerners helped +to settle lentre

Ridge. The close personal and bugsiness contact between former

1. Interview with S.A, Reymolds.
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Northerners and the remainder of the Centre Ridge folk probably msde
for an absence of personal prejudice against Noftherﬁers. As it hap-
pened, the Crocherons, Stoutenboroughe -, and the Pattons became con-
verted to the Southern cause, but their presence at Centre Ridge pro-
bably contributed to a more tolerant attitude toward Northerners
generally.l

The experience of Dr, Patton with his family givesosome key
to the increasing tenseness between the North and the South.”
Dr. Patton, who came to Warrenton in 1825 from Chillicothe, Ohio, dem
pended largely on his medical practice for his 1ivelihood.5 As a
consequence, he needed only a few servants to do his work in the
house and about his estate, Dr. Patton purchased slaves to do this
work. His family probably did not favor the ownerghip of slaves from
the first, but failed to take any definite action until the middle
fifties, when they made him the definite ultimatum of giving up his
slaveg or being disinherited.4 Degpite the affluence of his family,
Dr., Patton chose the iatter alternative and lost his interest in a val-
uable sstate thereby.S Needless to say his decision met the approval
of his neighbors.

There were at least two different ways in which Centre Ridge
people viewed secession. William Rumph's view was typical of one group
which was opposed to secession, feared a war would come, and felt that

6
the South would be wrecked should it decide to secede, Rumph loyally

l. Interview with Mrs. B.L. Youngblood,

2. Ibid.

3, Ibid.

4, Ibid.

5, Ibid,

6., Letter from Alice Rumph, Birmingham, Alabama, to Maggie Alison,
Minter, Alabama, July 4, 1934,
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supported the Confeéeracy when war arose, but he did not want war.,
Another group of Centre Ridge people, while not desirous of war, felt
that the South had to secfde to maintain its rights even if secession
came at the cost of an unequal war and of great‘h&rdships. Judge
Calhoun held this view,l and possibly a mejority of the adult white
population of Centrs Ridge as well, Perhaps there was a third group
which was unalterably opposed to the war and did not support it until

forced to do so. If such a group existed, it apparently was small and

inarticulate,

Centre Ridge in the War Between the States

When secession came and the call for arms sounded forth,
Centre Ridge responded with enthusiasm. The most striking community
effort made by Centre Ridge in behalf of the War Between the States
was the organizing and training of Crocheron'’s Light Dragoons. John
Crocheron, not only a convert to the Southern cause, but also a public
spirited man wha gave liberally of his wealth to worthy causes, was
the moving spirit in the organization of Crocheron's Light Dragoons.h
He outfitted this entire Company out of his own pocket and equipped it
with horses., As a counsequence, the Company réceiveﬁ ite designation
in his honor,

Crocheron's Light Dragoonsg was composed solely of Dallas
Countians, most of whom came from southern Dallas, but it was not com-
posed solely of Centre Ridge youths as has frequently been supposed.

For example, the Captain of Crocheron's Light Dragoons was an Edwin

1. Interviews with Andrew Calhoun énd Martin Calhoun.
2., Owens, op. ¢it., Vol. III, p. 427.



Holloway, who was not a Centre Ridge citizen, but was a Dallas Coun-
1
tian. Since the Company was recruited, eguipped, and drilled at

Centre Ridge, and menned by several youths of that area, Crocheron's
Light Dragoons seems to be the most distinctive and most important

single effort made by Centre Ridge during the war, The personnel of
2
Crocheron's Light Dragoons coming from Centre Ridge included:

James Smyley, First Lieutenant; Benjamin D, Crum, Third Lieutenant;
3
Benjamin Reynolds, First Sergeant; William Wade, Third Corporal; and

the following privates: George W, Kyser; Fdwin Lide; ? _ Dennis;
‘ 4
Ed. Youngblood; Tobe McIver; and J.D, Alison.

Other members of this Company came from Tilden, Pleasant
Hill, and other points near the Ridge.

Crocheron's Light Dragoons received preliminary training
5
on the village green at Carlowville, Afterwards it went to Pensa-

cola for final training and whilethere, General Bragg asked it to be-
6
come his escort, Every man in the Company is said to have volun-
7
teered for this assignment when General Bragg's wish was made known.

Crocheron's Light Dragoong proceeded with General Bragg to Shiloh.

While at Chattanooga, George Kyser, then partially trained in medi-
3
cine, was transferred to do chemistry work for the Confederate States,

Subsequently, Crocheron's Light Dragoons was turned over to General
9
Hood for his escori,. Crocheron's Light Dragoons Company is said to

1. Interview with Peter Branmnon,

2. Muster Roll of Crocheron's Light Dragoons, as of May, 1882,
3, Later a First Lieutenant.

4, Later transferred to the Medical Corps.

5, Interview with Mrs. B.L. Youngblood,

6. Ibid. ‘

7. Ibid.

8. MO

9, Interview with Peter Brannon,
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have been striking and correct in appearance and highly suitable as a
military escort for the two generals whom it served.

Another Confederate Cavalry Company which several Centre
Ridge youths joined was Company I, of the Third Regiment of Alabama
Cavalry, Company I was first called Boykins' Company, but later it
was known as Lenoirs! Company.l This Company coniained William
Julian Lee, Second Sergeant; and the following privatess Isaac
Youngblood; John Wetts; William G, Curry; W.J. Rumph; Joseph Lide;
Bernard Reynolds; Charles Warr; Peter Youngblood; and Joseph
Reynolds.w

Company I served as an escort first to General Withers and
later to General Hindman,

The Third Alabama Cavalry Regiment, of which Company I was
a part, fought at Murfreesboro, Shelbyville, Chickamauga, and Knox-
ville.5 It suffered much during Longstreet?s winter campaign.4 In the
Atlanta Campaign it fought well but with heavy losses. Reduced to a
skeleton, the Third Alsbama Cavalry Regiment surrendered in North
Carolina at the close of the War.e

Company D, a part of the Third Alabams Cavalry, Commanded by
Samuel Pegues, contained Samuel D, Kyser, Robert Dennis, and James

7
Barner, all of Warrenton.

A number of Centre Ridge youths belonged to Company I in the

1, Interview with Peter Brannon,

2. Muster Roll of Company I, Third Alabama Cavalry, as of May,1865
3. Interview with Peter Brannon,
4, Ibid,

5., Ibid.

6. Ibid.

7, Muster Roll of Compsny D, Third Alabama Cavalry, as of October,

1864,

‘
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Second Alabama Cavalry Regiment. These men were A, McIver, First Lieu-
tenant; L.B, McIver, Fourth Corporal; and the following privatess
W.H. Bolton, B.F. Bolton, Thomas Etheridge, T. Scriven Lee, James
Lide, Manly Rumph, Thomas Rumph, Henry Sﬂmner, Peter Ulmer, Molette
Ulner, and Jim Ulme?.l

| A Muster Roll of this same Company taken in July, 1884, re~
veals that N.H.R. Dawson had joined it and assumed command. Three
other Centre Ridge men, Benjamin R, Townsend, Andrew Calhoun, and Joe
Pouncie had also joined Company I by July, 1884,

In addition to the regularly organized regiments, Centre
Ridge youths also served in at least two independent commands. The
so-called McKellar Company, organized at Warrenton in 1862, by
Ds. McKellar, was attached to White's Cavalry Regiment, an independent
command.2 It was composed of the following men from Centre Ridge:s
D. McKellar, Captain; L.A. Powe, First Lieutenant; and Privstes
R.H. Coleman; J.C. McKellar; and N, Coleman,

A number of Centre Ridge men joined the Jeff Davis Company
of Artillery, which apparently was an independent Company. Seventeen
Centre Ridge men belonged to the Jeff Davis Artillery Company but none
were officers. These men were: Augustus Patton; W.T. Dennis; Adam
Hassalvander; Calvin Kervin; W.F. Wade; W.R. Etheridge; M.N. Etheridge;
James Fountain; A.X., Hale; J. Hassalvander; I.N. Kyser; James M.
Kyser; Joseph Swink; Cornelius Lide; John Minter; W.H. Cravy; and

5.T. Ingram.

1. Muster Roll of Company I, Second Alabama Cavalry, as of May,1862,
2, Interview with Peter Brannon,
3, WMuster Roll of D, McKellar Company, December, 1862,
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William Page Molette belonged to Company F, Third Alabama
Cavalry while his brother, Charles, joined Company E of this same
regiment. Two other Centre Ridge men are known to have participated
in the VWar whose Company affilications are not known, Their names

do not appear on the Muster Rolls of the Companies to which most
1
Centre Ridge soldiers belonged. These men are Samuel Dennis,

and Frank Lockwood.
Four Centre Ridge physicians served in the Confederate
Army, probably in the Medical Corps. They were Dr. Joseph Dill
3

Alison, Dr. John Drish Molette, Dr. Paul Cornelius Lee, and
4
Dr., Thomas Fishburne Lee,

Dr. Alison began his military career as a member of

Crocheron's Light Drsgoons. He wes trained as a cavalryman at
5
Pensacola. When the Dragoons marched north as Bragg's escort,

Dr, Alison was transferred to the Medical Corps when this Company
6
reached Montgomery on its way to Chattanooga. Ordered to report

to Corinth, Dr, Alison took charge of eighty sick men there and also
7

organized & hospital. Not long after, Dr, Alison was sent to
; 8
Vicksburg, where he was captured when Vicksburg fell.

Little is known about Dr, Paul Lee except that he gradua-

1. Possibly Samuel Dennis was in Crocheron's Light Dragoons. A Dennis
without a Christisn name marked is listed on one of the Muster Rolls.

2. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

3, Diary of Dr. J.D. Alison,

4, Palmer, op. cit., pp.158, 119 and 121,

5. Alison, op. cit.

8. Ibid.

7. Ibid.

8. Ibid.
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ted from the University of Alabama in 1858, and received his medical
1
degree at the University of Pennsylvania in 1858, Several Centre

Ridge people think that Dr. Lee was killed or died during the War,

S TN s NI | TR WS P

but A Register of the Officers and Students of the University of
Alabama, 18311901 represents his death as occurring in 1875. It ap-
pears probable that the community tradition is correct as so vital

a matter as death would hafdly be mistaken.

Dr. John Drish Molette graduated at the Universizy of Ala-
bama in the class of 1862, and stulied medicine at Tulane.N He en-
tered the War as a private, but was transferred to Halonguist's
staff.s The latter assigunment is thought to have involved medical
duties.

Dr. Thomas Fishburne Lee received his preliminary college
training at the University of Alabama, and studied medicine at the
University of Pennsylvania, where he received his M.D. Degree in 1866%
He served in the Confederate Army and probably in the Medical Corps.
At least, his name appears on none of the Muster Rolls of the regular

Companies organized in Central Alabama, Dr. Lee died in Mobile in
5

1865, probably in a federal prison.

1. Palmer, op. cit., p. 119,
2, Ibid., p. 188,
3, Ibid., p. 158,
4, Ibid., p. 121,
5, Ibid., p. 121
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Centre Ridge Casualiies in The War Between the States
Death came to at least five Centre Ridge men in the War Be-
tween the States. These casualties were W,T. Dennis, Samuel Dennis,
Dr. Thomas Fishburne Lee, William Julian'Lee, and Charles Caldwell
Molette. As has been noted, Dr., Paul Cornelius Lee also may have been
a victim of the War, |

W.T. Dennis was killed in action while fighting with this
1
Company, the Jeff Davis Artillery, at Fredericksburg, Virginia,

Samuel Dennis, a graduste of the University of Alabama and trained in

law at Princeton, was captured at the Battle of Stone River, Missou-
2

£

ri, in 1864, and died in a federal prison at St, Louis,.
3
Dr. Thomas Fishburne Lee died in Mobile in 1885, William

Julian Lee came to his end during this same year while serving as a
Leiutenant in Company I of the Third Regiment of Alabams Cavalry.4
Charles Caldwell Molette died of wounds received insa skirmish near
McNut's Mill in eastern Tennessee in April of 1864.d As has been
noted, Dr, Paul Cornelius Lee is also thought to have perished in the
War,

In addition to the casualties, Frank Lockwood was Severely
wounded in the arm and could never use it well,6 Others who were

imprisoned were permanently weakened by this experience. Neverthe-

less, the casualties and injuries of Centre Ridge soldiers must have.

1. Interview with Mrs. B.L. Youngblood.
2' Palm@r, ‘9‘20 _C_i_&" p'o 1200

3, Ibid., p. 121.

4, Ibid., p. 123,

5, Ibid., p. 158.

6. Interview with S,A. Reynolds,



been much less proportionally than was the case in most southern com-
munities., Not over seven or eight per cent lost their lives while
most of the remainder passed through the War unscathed. Centre Ridge
was not as fortunate, however, as would seem.

A1l of the sgix possibls War fatalities were college men.
The two Dennis boys held law degrees from Princeton, as well as A.B.
Degrees from the University of Alabama, while Drs. Thomas Fishburne
Lee and Paul Cornelius Lee both held M,D. Degrees from Pennsylvania
and A.B. Degrees from the University of Alabama.l William Julian
Lee was a graduate of the Class of 1858, at the University of Ala-
bama, Of the six, only Charles Caldwell Molette had not graduated.
Molette left college in 1862 to join the army, It can be easily seen
that while the war casualties were not large in number, the victims
were some of the most promising youths of Centre Ridge.

The way the losses fell was particularly tragic.
W.J. Dennis and Samuel Dennis were brothers as were also gilliam

éulian Lee, Thomas Fishburne Lee, and Paul Cornelius Lee., Three

homes sustained all the losses.

Economic Effects of the War and Redonstruction
The War Between the States left Centre Ridge in the exhaus-

ted condition that characterized most Southern communities, While

67

not touched by actual invasion, most of the liquid wealth of the Ridée*

3
had been destroyed and property had been neglected.  Poverty pre-

1. Palmer, op. cit., pp. 119-158,
2. Interview with Mrs, B.L. Youngblood,
3, Interview with S.A. Reynolds and others.,
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véiled almost everywhere, One of the greateét property losses, of
course, was the loss of the slaves, The loss of the slaves and the
general poverty necessitated fundamental ad justments in living,

Before the War, the standard of living among Centre Ridge
whites had been high. The ownership of slaves had made it unnecessary
for white people to do heavy work., Even the abnormal conditions which
existed during the War were not sufficiently hard to prepare the peo-
ple for the economic difficulties that were ushered in by Reconstruc-
tion, From an economic standpoint, Reconstruction was far more
dreadful than the War itself,

With Recounstruction came a gystematic exploitation of such
property of the Centre Ridge people as could be eagily liquidated or
c0nsumed.l Cotton, for example, was confiscated in a thorough and
business-like manner, while in a more irreguler way, cattle and other
livestock were stolen and driven away.g Even foodstuffs were téken.g
In short, the War impoverighed the people, the loss of livestock
made agricultural recovery difficult, while the theft of food often
reduced the people to the verge of starvation., Somewhat better condi-
tions prevailed on certain more fortunste VWarrenton estates,4 but a
marked decline in living standards existed everywhere on Centre Ridge.
The customary difficulties with a politically excited and unenlight-
ened Negro population inclined to petty lérceny, did not simplify
matters any. Clearly, order had to be brought out of chaos. A new w

economic system embracing the whites and the blacks, and in which the

1, Interview with S.A. Reynolds and others.
2. Interview with Mrs. B.L. Youngblood.

3. Interview with S,A. Reynolds,

4, Interview with Mrs. B.L. Youngblood,
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latter were free men, had to be established,

The New FEconomic Systenm

The first attempt which the Centre Ridge peopie made to put
the Negro back to work ended in failure., According to this new sys-
tem, the lendlord furnished land, livestock, and a house, while the
tenant gave hisg labor. Landlord and tenant shared equally in the
returns.l Thig plan was reasonably successful in putting the Hegro
to work, but it did not prove profitable, nor were good crops pro-
duced while it was qsed.g With uwnrest rife among the Negroes, pro-
bably no plan would have worked, After two or three years it was
abandoned,

Centre Ridge plantefs next tried a cotton rental plan, This
plan called for & certain number of pounds of cotton for each acre
rented.5 The cotton rental plan worked better than the share-crop
plan, but was not an ungualified success, Graduslly, it was aban-
doned in favor of a cash rental plan,4 but during the last six years
of the Reconstructlon period on Centre Ridge, a cotton rental system
existed. TFor several years after Reconstruction ended, cotton rental
continued to be the most common form of 1and‘rental.5

The Coming of the Railroad

In 1871, a development occurred which was destined to have

as lasting and as far-reaching an effect on the economic 1life of

1. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

2, Ibid.

2, Interview with Mrs. Alice A, Lide.
4, Interview with S.A. Reynolds,

5. Ibid.
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Centre Ridge as the War and Reconstruction, Rail transportation was

afforded the Ridge when the Selma and Gulf Reilroad Company completed
1
a line from Selma to Pineapple in May of 1871, This line had been
2 ,
organized in 1858, with the assistance of several Centre Ridge men

and was capitelized at $1,000,000, William Rumph, F.A. Lee, D.C,
Sreyley, James M, Calhoun, and Colonel William Minter are known to
have been financislly interested in the road, while Minter gerved

K]
a8 its president at one time, The grading of the road was slmost

4
completed when the War broke out end development stcpped,p With the
state govermment endorsing the bonds of the road during Recongtruc-
tion days, work proceeded slawly.5 It wag completed to Pineapple
in the early part of 1871, despite the fact that a legislative invest-
igation in that year had revealed that unbridled cérruption had ex—
isted in the construction of the road and that laws regarding the is-
suing of bondg had been Violated.e

The presence of this line, which ran only tw§ mileg from the

Ridge,affected the life of the people in several ways. It meant less

reliance on the river traffic, which shrunk graduvally until by 1900

1. Owen, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 1238,

2. Report of the Reilway Commission of Alabame for the Year Ending
Jupne 50, 1886,

3, Interview with J.A. Minter,

4, Owen, op. eit., Vol, IT, p. 1239,

5., Ibid., p. 1239,

6., Ibid., p. 1239,
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it had practically disappeared. As a congegquence, the populstion
around Elm Bluff gteadily declined. Quicker, surer, and more conven-
ient shipping resulted from the widespread use of rail facilities, 014
l .
stores were moved to Minter, the station built to serve the Centre
Ridge people. New‘enterprises were established there. Bisghop Melvin,
Benjamin Reynolds, Oliver Vhatley, G.VW. Culverhousé, and C.C, Cox set
up stores very soon after the road was completed while at a later date

™

Isaac Youngblood, Smith and Lemsr, Alison Brothers, Francis Lee, snd
2

the VWade Brothers entered the retailing field at Minter,

Z
bal

Minter was mapped oulb and plotted. Many felt that Minter
wes destined to become a great commercial center, Bishop Melvin once
4
bosgted that it would run & race with Birminghem, Disapoointed

when his prophecy proved fallzcious, Melvin returned to Selme to enter

the warehouse busginess there,

The Negroeg' New Status

The first reaction of the Centre Ridge Negro to his new
5

£

found freedom seems to have been tears and sorrow, This wasg socon fol-
lowed by a vast bewilderment often expressed in idleness and curiésm
ity. After this came some kind of orientatién which was either a
willingnegs to go back to work or s new basis or a desire to eke out &
precarious livelihood by stealing and politics. Fortunately, the ex-

ploiting group of Negroes composed only a small minority of the Centre-

1, Named for Ceclonel William Minter, Casuslty of the Bsttle of Selma
and one time president of the Selms and Gulf Railroad,

» Interview with S.A. Beynolds.

o Ihid.

. Ibid. ’

. Interview with Emily Lee,

SRR S S S
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Ridge black population and might not have existed at all had it not
been for outside agitators, but it was’sufficiently large to cause some
anxiety and eventually brought forth a white organization to control it.

The organization which sprang up in the latter part of Recon-
struction days apparently was the Ku Klux Klah.l This new organization
overlapped in membership the ante-bellum County Court and also the
Home Guard2 to some extent, but its most active members were the vet-
erans.5

No authentic information is available as to the extent of un-
rest which agitators succeeded in causing or who the agitators were.
Older citizens of the Ridge have intiﬁated that two or three of these
agitators were slain. One by one these trouble-makers were removed.
Bloodless measures were used wherever possible but the agitators were
removed, nevertheless, when their activities became highly objection-
able,

An incident durigg the Reconstruction period which might eas-
ily have resulted in wholesale bloodshed, occurred on the village green
at Carlowville.4 A mass meeting of Negroes had been called by a

carpet-bagger, and was supposed to have been kept strictly secret, but

1. Interviews with Dr. S.B. Alison end B.L. Youngblood. The Knights
of the White Camelia was the leading secret society in most of
Dellas County, according to Prof, Charles Summersell of the Univer-
sity of Alabema.

2. Men too old to fight who stayed at home and stabilized social con-
ditions during the War,

3. Interview with Dr. S.B. Alison.

4, The following incident has been related to the author by a Centre
Ridge citizen who requested that his name be withheld. His father
led the band which dispersed the assembled Negroes. While.no ac-
count of this or other Reconstruction disorders on Centre Ridge is
given in the so-called Xu Klux Conspiracy, the author is convinced
that the incident as related to him was at least as serious as
represented.
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the secret was discovered. DNo one knowsg what the purpose of the meet-
ing was but it was feared that the burning of certein homes was con-—
templated., As the meeting might prove to be a large one, the Ku Klux
Klan in nearby villages were called on for reenforcements., When the
Negroes assembled, the leading white men for several mileg around
were in a nearby ravine waiting for them. Vhen the agitator's speech
had barely begun, the whites charged out of the ravine., Some fired
over the heads of the assembled Negroes while others withheld fire in
case the Negroes should meke a stand. Fortunately, all of the Negores
hurriedly dispersed and 1ittle bloodshed resulted from a potentially
nagty situation,

It should not be supposed that Reconstruction on Centre
Ridge wasg a constant turmoil., Many Negroes followed their new bosses
as blindly as they had followed their old masterﬁ.l Most of those who
did cause worry were largely excited and bewildered, not vicious.

Such defense measures as Centre Ridge whites undertcck were
largely of a preventive nature and were directed primerily at the out-
giders who attemplted to mislead the negroes.z For the most part,
peace and confidence prevailed, Most Negroes did not expect too much
and most whiteg realized that an improved social status for the Ne-
groes was clearly indicated,

This mutual desire to be helpful is clearly shown by the

gradusl instead of abrupt separation of the races in their common

1. Interview with Emily Lee,
2. Interview with S.A. Reynolds,
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1
churches. Prior to the War Between the States, there were no churches

strictly for negroes on the Ridge. The slaves were members of the reg-
wlar white churches and usually belonged to the churchesg of their mas-
ters. In the Centre Ridge Baptist Church, as well as in Saint Paul's
Episcopal Church, special galleries were built for seating‘the slaves.
The original Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church building and the
Warrenton Methodist Church building may have supplied special facili-
ties for its black members, although this is not certain as these
buildings have long been destroyed. In addition, the Centre Ridge
Baptist Church had sometimes permitted separate Negro servicesg and
perhaps the other churches had alsc done this., Apparently this mixed
membership had worked well enough, for with the freeing of the slaves
there was no immediate asgitation on the part of either race for church
divigion, The first step toward church separation came between 1887
and 1870 in the various Centre Ridge churches when the colored mem-
bers asked for dismissal. The colored members of the Cengre Ridge
Baptist Church asked to be dismissed on December €, 1868.9 This peti-
tion was granted., One Negro, Robert Nelson, asked to remain and wes
granted permission to do so.4 At this same historic meeting the
white members helped the Negfces to organize their new church, and a
pastor, a board of deacons, a clerk, and a committee to select a name
for the new church, were chosen,

Complete separation did not come for several yesrs, however,

ags the Negro Baptists did not finish a church building guickly and

1. Based on examination of Centre Ridge church records.
2. Records of the Centre Ridge Baptist Church.

3, Ibid.

4, Ibid.

5, Ibid.
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continued to use the old building. The Hegroes did not seem to have
been in & hurry to get away to themselves and the whites apparently
did not rush them, Quite possibly, the continued church contacts may
have served to moderate wnrest during the Reconstruction period., The
process of separation in the Centre Ridge Baptist Church was gradual
and apparently devoid of strife.l It was closely‘paralleled by sim-
ilar developments in the other Ridge churches. In no case does there
seem to have been abruptness or ill will manifested.z

Local Significance of Reconstruction

The general significance of Reconstruction on Centre Ridge
probably was little different from its significance elsewhere. Cer-
tain local espects need specisl comment, especizlly the forming of
lesting racial attitudes. In ante-bellum days Negroes were looked
upon and trested as children.5 A tolerant paternalistic attitude
prevailed.4 The possibility of social eguality was so remote as to be
unconsidered,

In Reconstruction days this mellow attitude wes replaced by
something far more grim and alért. A determination sprang up that at
all cost social separation must be m&intaine&.s Centre Ridge folk al-
so wished to prevent scars that would never heal and did so at the

price of constant vigilance, Ridge folk felt that the Negro must be

respectful at all times, that he must work, and that the local race W

1. Records of the Centre Ridge Baptist Church,

2. Based on examination of the records of the Centre Ridge Baptist
Church and Presbyterian churches.

2, Interviews with S.A. Rgynolds, Mrs. B.L. Youngblood, Alison
Reynolds Wade, and others,

4., Interviews with Dr. S.B. Alison, B.L. Youngblood and S,A. Reynolds.

5, Ibid.
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1
problem must be settled at home,

With the restoration of normal conditions, the grim and alert
attitudes fostered by Reconstruction gradually relaxed, but have never
entirely disappeared. Such attitudes are a cu}tural heritage, ab-
sorbed, but not taught and seldom even spoken.é The ante-bellum atti-
tude has largely returned and is far more agparent and articulste, but
it is modified by a subconscious alertness.{

The refusal of Centre Ridge men to let conditions get out of
hand during Reconstruction has paid the richest dividends. Lynching
has been unknown as have also the general causes of lynching.5 Respect

as well as good will runs too deep.

1, Based on twelve years of obgervation by the author.

2. Ibid.

3, The oldest residents of the Ridge can recall no cases of lynching
since Reconstruction.
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CHAPTER V
ECONOMIC TRENDS AND DEVELOPMENTS OF CENTRE RIDGE

FROM 1876 TO 1936

Feonomic Readjustments Following Reconstruction

Only after the disorganizing influences of Reconstructicn
had past, could Centre Ridge fully cope with the new economic prob-—
lemg and make permanent readjustments. Many of the economic changes
made on the Ridge from 1876 to 1825 grew out of the problem of put-
ting the Negro to work on a new basis but other changes were caused by
the coming of the Selma and Gulf Railroad Company. The general pover-
ty of the time and especially the impoverishment of the planter class
were also conducive to fundamentai economic readjustments.

Before the War Between the States, little farming was done
on Centre Ridge itself, People lived there and had their plantations
in the rich bottomg and lowiands Jjust off the Ridge. Garden truck,
fruit trees, and some cotton was planted on the Ridge it is true, but
the vast bulk of the cotton and corn was raised off the Ridge. Some
of the Negroes lived about the home sites while others lived on the
plantations.

Reconstruction disrupted this old system. Livestock and
farming equipment became scarce and the labor supply umreliable. As
living on the Ridge and farming elsewhere became more difficult, moré
and more of the Ridge land was cleared and planted\in staple crops.l

This land was much thinner than the surrounding Black Belt soil. Be-

1. Interview with Mrs. Alice A, Lide.
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fore the War the patches about the home sites could easily be kept
rich by use of the barn's manure but oﬁviously thig practice could not
be relied upon to nourish wide-scale plantings of cotton and corn, As
commercial fertilizer was scarce and practically unknown at the time,
the land became poorer and poorer and the crops increasingly less sat-
isfactory‘l Corn crops were especially lacking, As a reiult, Centre
Ridge received the!ingﬂ?i&ble nickname of "nubbin ridge."&

It must not be supposed that the large old plantations just
off the Ridge were left idle. Portions of these holdingsmay have lain
fallow for a while but with the return of normal conditions after Re-
construction, a new system of utilizing them was developed, When the
reilrcoad came to Minter in 1871, a number of business enterprises
started there. The proprietors of these business esteblishments owned
some of the large lowlend plantations when they set up their business-
es at Minter and in thi years following 1871 they rapidly acculred
other old plan.tations.u The Minter merchants,é in addition to sell-
ing goods, rented the land which they owned or controlled to Negro
tenants to whom they generally advanced supplies, While risky, the ad-
vancing business was ususlly profitable and sometimes‘remarkably 80, In
the quarter of a century following Reconstruction, the Minter merchantg
became the most affluent citizens of Carlowville, They supplanted the

planters to a considerable extent as the men of prestige end means in

the neighborhood.

1. Interview with Mrs. Alice A, Lide.

2. Ibid.

3, Interview with S,A. Reynolds.,

4, Most of them lived at Carlowville and commuted daily, Their suc-—
cegsors still do. :

t
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The Richmond steores which still ran during the last guarter
of the nineteenth century did some advancirg business also.l The J.Z.
Hearst store, later bought by J.D. Alison and the J.D. Whitington
stores were the main ones to engage in an advancing business, but other
merchandizing firms which operated at Richmond from time to time, found
it expedient to advance supplies.2 The system of advancing coupled with
the cash rental system of land tenaniry alsc prevailed at Flm Bluff.

Centre Ridge planters, while impoverished by the Civil War
and Reconstruction, were, nevertheless, more fortunate in one resgpect
than planters in many Alabama neighborhoods. Throughout its history,
Centre Ridge had to a congiderazble extent "lived at home." That is to
say, it had produced most of its foodstuffs and some of its manufsc-
tured preducts as well,

When the hard times of the post-Reconstruction pericd set-
tled on the land, the practice of partial self-sufficiency was re-
enforced. OSweet potatoes were raised and consumed in huge quanti-
ties.5 Most of the corn was raised locally and ground into high qual-
ity meal by two watermills in Carlowville and one at Richmond.4 Many
peas and beans were planted. Much fruit was raised, a portion of which
was either dried or preserved., Most of the families owned cows, chick-
ens, and pigs in adequate numbers. This asgricultural self-sufficien-
cy made it unnecessary to buy many things at the local stores; in- )
deed, the people could not have done so had they desired, for they had‘

very little money.

1, Interview with Mrs. Alice A, Lide,
2. Ibid. 4

3, Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

4, Interview with A.P. Celhoun.
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"Living at home" went farther than agriculture, Nearly all
of the shoes were made locally just as in ante-bellum days.l The local
merchants let out cloth to the ladies of the section, who made it inte
shirts, pants, and even suits, and put these articles of clﬁthing back
in the stores on consignment.2 Wine was made and sold to citizens of
the Ridge and to others who came from a distance to buy it.5

While the process of Yliving at home" mede it possible for
the Ridge people to live much better than would otherwise have been
possible, it should not be supposed that they were prosperous.4 Flour
was used once or twice a week; sugar went to the table a little often~
er; but coffee, whieh was highly prized not only for its scarcity, bit
also for the memory of happy days that it revived, was rare, indeeé.y
Hard times prevailed for most families until afiter the panic of 1883,
The years from the beginning of the white regime until 1895 must be
considered ag lean and trying yeers. While the Ridge folk were able to
live without real suffering after 187G, they were nevertheless unable
to acquire surplus cepital which they could risk in any experimenta-
tion which might lead to prosperity and ante-bellum affluence., From
1878 to 1895, Centre Ridge stayed in a rut of poverty and humdrum exig-

tence, for the most part.

1. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

2. Ibid,

3. Interview with Mrs, Alison Reynolds Wade., Wine could be sold without
license in those days. At first Centre Ridge wine was sold in
barrels, then in gallon jars.

4, Many white families learned to be their own servants.

5, Interview with S.A. Reynoldse.
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Despite the economic difficulties experienced by Centre Ridge
people from 1876 to 1895, there was little tendency on the Ridge to
fall in line with the Gra nger and Populist movements. At Richmond,
Nat Etheridge is said to have sympathized with Populism but the Ridge
ag a whole evidentiy staunchly adhered to old line Democracy.l In a
speech to the 1929 graduating class of the Carlowville High School,
Judge Walter B, Jones referred gratefully to the political support

2
which Ridge people gave to his father, Thomas Jones., Ostes fared

4
[

equally well with Centre Ridge people in his gubernatorial rsce,

The Story of the Railrcad, 1871 - 1200

The Selma and Gulf Railroed Company completed its line from
Selma to Pineapple in>1871. With only one terminus of substantial
size, with a top-heavy financial structure and competing in a period
of economic depression, the 1line found it hard to carry on with its
old capitalization, In 1876, the road went into receivership but
continued to operate under a temporary management unbtil 1879, at which
time it was sold under foreclosure.4 Interests connected with the
Louisville and Naghville Railrosd Company purchased it and re-named it
the Pengacola and Selma Railroad Company.s For all intents and pur-
poses it became a part of the Louisville and Naghville gystem at once.
Despite its new name and affiliation, the road apparently failed to
make money. The line was allowed to deteriorate and the road-bed to

6
get in a deplorable condition., Despite these facts, a new depot was

1. Interview with Dr. S.B, Alisonm,

2, Speech heard by the author,

3, Interview with Dr, S.B. Alison,

4, Owens, op. cit., p. 1840,

5. Ibid., p. 1240,

6. Report of the Railway Commigsion of Alabams for Year FTnding June
30, 1888, ». 18,
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built at Minter in 1886.

Another line, the Southern Alabama Railroad Company,apparent-
1y had the same connection with the Loulgville and Ndshvzlﬁe which the
Pensacola and Selma Railroad Company had., ALl of the time from 1879
to 1900, the Pensacola and Selma Railroad Company failed to add to its
line but the Southern Alabama had not been idle, By 1839, the South-

ern Alabama had built its line north to Repton, which was forty-four
2

§o

snd one-half miles from Pineapple.

In 1900 the Southern Alabama Railrocad Company closed this
remaining gap, andropened traffic from Selma to Pensacola on March
19th of that year.é At this time this line technically became an in-
tegral part of the Louisville and Naghville System. The completion of

tha line from Selma to Pensacola gave (entre Ridge direct railway con-

nection with the Gulf.

Agricultural Experimentation

In the late nineties Centre Ridge farmers bestirred them—
selves strenuously to get out of the doldrums. This attempt was large-
ly centered around a series of efforts to get away from cotton plant-
ing as the sole cash producing activity. Some individuals would have
1liked to have done away with it entirely, feeling it to be a primary
cause of stagnation.

The Louisville and Nashville Railroad Company was back of

the first effort to change the agriculture of (Centrs Ridge and the

30, 1886, p. 18.
2. Owsn, op. cit., Vol, II, p. 906
t); Ibld.., Pe 906'
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agents of this company worked in a fertile field when they began to ad-
vocate the planting of strawberries in the late nineties.l The rail-
road company felt that a different type of agriculture would bring in
new revenues as well as affect a desirable change in farming. In ad-
dition to strawberfies, the road also advised increased planting of
peaches.2

Centre Ridge people coonerated with the railroad by planting
both strawberries and peaches. The Ridge folk held high hope of par-
tizlly breaking away from cotton and beginning a new period of prog-
perity. Peaches and strawberries were both easy to raise on the
Ridge. The grade of these products may have been inferior but the
chief difficulty lay in the marketing.g Wholesale dealers to whom
the berries and peaches were shipped would claim that shipments ar-
rived in damaged condition and refuse to pay in full.4 Sometimes the
Centre Hidge planters could not collect at all and the Loulsville and
Nashville furnished them no protection against this. On the other
hend, slow transit on the line may have caused some valid claims of
spoiling. At any rate, very little was made out of the whole attempt
to plant peaches and strawberries, It is said that such profits as
were made came from express shipments of strawberries.6 In a few years,
practically everyone on Centre Ridge abandoned the raising of peaches

and strawberries on a commercial scale., The chief historical value in

this experiment lies in the fact that the planters had attempted to de-

1. Interview with WMrs. B.L. Youngblood,
2, Ibid.

%, Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

4, Ibid,

5, Ibid.

6, Ibid.



throne King Cotton.
Other experiments followed the ill-fated peach and strawber—
1
ries venture, A few Centre Ridge people next tried radishes. The

radish boom never reached the proportions of the preceding experi-

2

ment and soon played out for similar reasons. In this same period
(the early twentieth century) Dr, George W, Kyser started a dairy farm
at Richmond.5 While Dr, Kyser's dairy caused widespread imterest, he
soon discovered that he lived too far from a suitable market and de-
cided to sell nis cows,

In 19305, the United States Deparitment of Agriculture made a
soil survey of Dallasg County and mapped most of Centre Ridge as
"Oprangebury fine sandy loam." It was concluded that the Ridge soil
was unusually suitable for the production of cigar tobacco, both wrap-—

per and filler, Soon the Deparitment of Agriculiture sent its Yexperts"

down to talk to the Ridge planters. These agents>found ready listen-
5

ers and when markets were gusranteed for three years, dozens joined
in production of tobacco., The Depsritment of Agriculture sent one of

its agents to Centre Ridge to supervise the planters and to check re-
8
sults. Under the guidance of the agricultural supervisor tobacco

houses were built and the other necessary egquipment procured, while to-
7
bacco, both shaded and unshaded was produced in large amounts.

1. Interview with S.,A. Reynolds,

2., Ibid.

3, Interview with Mrs. B.L., Youngblood,

4, Carr, E.,P., and others, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Survey
of Dellas County, Alabama. Based on examination of soil mep in
this pamphlet,

5. This merely protected the planter against loss,.

6. Interview with Dr. S.B. Alison,

7. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.
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For two years tobacco was planted and sold at a fair profit.
In the last year of the experiment tobacco buyers protested at the poor
and uneven burn effect of the tobacco.l When the tobacco expert left
the community, the experiment was sbandoned. All who had been associa-
ted with it, had made reasonable re‘turns2 and one year's partial fail-
ure probably should not have deterred them. The tobacco houses were
easlly converted into barns and outbuildings.

Another experimental effort, coming about 1910, apvarently
had ittle connection with the general desire to break away from cotton
as the sole cash produeing activity. About 1910, silos becams the fad
on Centre Ridge. The construction of these silog was due to the over-
zealous activities of a county agent who obviously did not realize the
difficulties involved 1in meking ensilage this far South., Nevertheless,
most Centre Ridge people feel that failure of the project was due in
part to faulty handling of the gilog, Ab any rate, ensilage spoiled
and the idea was given up after a few years., Four silos are still in
existenca.s Commonly referred to as "thousand doller monuments," their
cost was actually about half of this, Attempts to improve the techs=.
nigue of meking ensilage have not been revived because of the introduc-
tion of winter cover crops which furnish better winter food at lower
cost,

The period from 1895 to 1914 is notable for its bold but

fruitless efforts to dethrone King Cotton. Though the efforts failed

1. Interviews with Dr. S$.B. Alison and with S.A. Reynolds.

2. Ibid.

3. They are on these homesteads: 8.B., Alison, B,L, Youngblood,
Mrs., T.L., Wade, and Joe Kyser,



86

and were in some instaunces costly, the people of Centre Ridge were still
in a mood to try again. This period is also notable for the better
times which it brought to the communities of the Ridge., As yet, how-
ever, an economic level egual to that reached by 1860 had nét returned.,
The Ridge was still in a mood for more trial amd error method in her
agricultural pursuits. ©Some of these experiments attempted after 1914

were crowned with success.

Lumbering Since Reconstruction

After the War Between the States and Reconstruction, the lum-
bering industry on Centre Ridge continued to be small and largely local
in character.l As the need for lumber for local consumption was never
large, the cut probably never exceeded the growth for any substantial
period of time, At any rate, the Ridge entered the World War period
with.a large and valuable stand of timber,

During the War, lumbering interests of Tuscaloosa and
Birmingham bought up most of the timber available at the time and
started three planing mills at Minter which in turn had subsidiary
sawmills on and around the Ridge and on the east of Minter, Lockwood
Brothers set up the first mill at Minter after their purchase of the
Kyser‘f’imber.2 The Fitts-Turner Lumber Company of Tuscaloosa set up
the Minter Lumber Company at Minter with Robert Jones as manager? and

proceeded to cut millions of feet of good lumber, The other mill set

up at Minter during the World War period was owned by the Rumley-

1. Mills were owned by J.N. Hassalvander, G.W., Kyser, J.H. Alison and
others prior to 1914, These mills were small,

2. Interview with S.A. Reynolds,

3. Ibid.
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1
Allison Lumber Compsny, also from Tuscaloosa. Later this mill sold

out to J.W. Hassan.

The lumber cut by these mills and by their subsidiaries be-
longed originally in almost every case to someone in Carlowville,
Eichmond, or Elm Bluff. The people of the Ridge were doubly benefit-
ted by the cutting of their timber. Ridge folk received the purchase
price for the timber; the stores in Minter were owned by them and the
pay rolls of the mills gravitated to them also in this way. As a con-
sequence, a most welcome prosperity set in. Unfortumately, timber was
cut far beyond its normal rate of growth and capital was thus eaten
up. One by one the planing mills and sawmills left after the War was
over. The last planer closed its doors during the present depres-

2}
&

sion., Only two sawmills remain, the largest of which ls operated by
3
Harvey Rowell of Carlowville, Centre Ridge is agriculturally dependent

'again.

Changes in Farming from 1914 to 19%85,

The World War brought great prosperity to Centre Ridge farm-
ers as it brought good times to the rest of the farming areas of our
country. At Centre Ridge, the War era was aiso replete with fundamen-
tal agricultural changes., The first farming innovation tried during
the Wai period failed, however, to effect any laéting change.

4 .
In 1918, Judge s.F. Hobbs organized a county-wide coopera-

1. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

2, This was the Hassan Mill, formerly owned and operated by Rumley-
Allison Lumber Company.

3. The rough boards made by these mills are trucked to Selma and
planed there,

4, Present (1938) incumbent of the fourth Congressional District.
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!

tive sweet potato enterprise., This potate company issued stock to all

those who wished to grow potatoes, obtain curing servide, and have the
1 .

potatoes marketed. Centre Ridge people became interested in Hobbs!

scheme and purchased sufficient stock to finance the building of a

potato house in Minter and to bear a full share in the expenses coin-
2

L

cident with the first marketing. Carlowville and’Richmbnd began ear-
nestly to raise potatoes on & large scale, Good potatoes were raised
and properly cured, but soon the company got into financial difficul-
ties, caused largely by the marketing of the potatoes. TFor a few
years profits were large and the enterprise imdeed promising,

The failure of the potato venture was more than offget, how-
ever, by a splendid success eventually achieved in cattle raising. This
agriculitural innovation came toward the end of the World War., The
state experiment station at Unlontown had demonstrated the feasibil-
ity of cattle raising in the Black Belt.g Even so, Centre Ridge might
not have turned to cattle raising in a big way had not labor become
scarce during the War., Cattle, reguiring little attention and bring-
ing in good profits, seemed ideal for the situation. Before the War,
there had been several small herds of inferior cattle on the edge of
Centre Ridge and in the valleys around.4 During the War, fine bulls
of Hereford and Angus strains were purchased and bred to the scrub

cows native to the Ridge. The resulting half-breed calves commanded

a moderate price and brought very satisfactory profits. Since that

. Interview with B.R. Alisomn.

Ibid.

. Moore, A.,B., History of Algbama and Her People, p. 848,
» Interview with S.A. Reynolds,

#5(303\3%-‘
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time, profits have become smaller but are consistent, Something is
made each year as the cost of production is exceedingly low,

Herds are being constantly improved at the present time by
the introduction of more pure-bred stock and by the saving of some of
the best half-breed calves for breeding purposes. After crops are
laid by, and during the winter months, pastures are cleared by cutting
down the brush and small trees. Better pastures and better cattle
have together brought better profits to the Centre Ridge cattle rais-
ers., FEven the face of the Black Belt is being changed by this cattle
invasion. Cattle raising is furnishing the Ridge planters another
money crop, one which has probably been more reliable since 1920 than
cotbon as a profit producer.

Another agriculturasl change which was as important in remak-
ing the economic system of Centre Ridge as the introduction of catile,
came when winter legumes began to be planted for soil building purposes, -
Prior to the War Between the States, the Reverend Francis Beekman Lee
had planted vetch as an ornament in his flower garden.l In 1903,
T.L. Vade and S,A. Heynolds jointly planted it with oats as hay.N None
of these men knew of its soil building proverties as this knowledge
only came during the World War period,

Andrew P, Calhoun made the first planting of vetch &s a win-
ter cover crop for soil improving purposes on Centre Ridge. He found

that vetch was very effective as a soill builder and that fertilizer

bills could be radically reduced when vetch was planted during the win-

1. Some of it washed away into a nearby gulley and has been coming up
ever since,
2. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.
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1
ter, Other planters readily saw its value. At the present time some

winter cover crop is planted on nearly all of the cultivated land on
Centre Ridge which is personally looked after by the white planters,
Even gardens are planted with winter legumes. Some of the tenants are
following the example set by progressive planters and are sowing it,.
4 few years ago, an effort was made to substitute Austrian peas for
vetch because of the superior grazing qualitises of the former, Unfopr-
tunately, it was found that the winter peas blighted when planted gre~
quently on the same land, so vetch is still relied on @rincipally.h
Veteh on Centre Ridge seems to have no enemies and is hardy enough to
withstand the most severe winters easily.5

The clay subsoil of Centre Ridge seems especially able to
hold the nitrogen stored by winter legumes and prevent it from leach-
ing., Winter cover crops have so enriched the Ridge soll that it has
been years since anyone thought of calling it "nubbin ridge." Land
which formerly produced one bale of cotton to ten acres is now growing
a bale to an acre with small fertilization beside winter legumes.4
Other lands which are sowed in winter cover crops are producing from
three-fourths of a bale of cotton an acre to a bale an acre in good
years., Corn and other crops planted behind winter legumes have also
made spectacular improvement.

It would hardly be an exaggeration to say that winter cover

crops have been the agricultural salvation of Centre Ridge. These crops

1. Interview with A.P. Calhoun.
2. Ibid.

3, Ibid.

4, Land on the A.P, Calhoun farm,
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have so lowered the cost of production that even from 1930 to the ad-

vent of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration, small profits were
usually made by Southern Dallas farmers. Winter cover crops apparent-
1y have come to Centre Ridge to stay.

The agricultural changes ushered in by the New Deal have,
for the most part, been welcome to Ridge planters‘and have also proved
profitable, All engaged in agriculture directly or indirectly were
hard hit by the depression beginning in 1929. Those who advanced sup-
plies apparently were harder hit proportionately than others, though
none escaped the devasting effects of the economic cataclysm. Ridge
planters have coopersted snd are cooperating loyally and almost one
hundred per cent with the Nationsl Govermment in its asgricultural re-
covery efforts. Ridge folk Jove and have faith in Franklin D,
Roosevelt, especially in his farm policy. Little dissent ig heard
concerning this portion of the New De&l;

The depression has not proved as desgtructive to Centre
Ridge as it has to many Southern communities. Throughout its his-
tory, the Ridge has deemed no home complete without fruit, vegetables,
poultry, milk, cows, and porkers. In short, it has for the most part
fed itself. TWhen the depression came, cash became scarcer, but not
food; at least, this was the case among the whites,

Some Negroes have suffered. The efforts of the Carlowville
branch of the King's Daughtersl in the early stages of the depression,

the distribution of Red Cross supplies, and relief financed by the

1. A& charity organization.



Pederal Government have reduced suffering among Centre Ridge Negroes
to a minimum, Little unrest has followed in the wake of the 1929
crisis.

Centre Ridge, like the rest of the nation, longs for the
upturn to materialize further, In the future it cannot count on re-
turns from trees for ite swupport. TFirst and last; it is an agricul-
tural communiby. With the new national policy of promoting agricul-
ture, however, it apparently has nothing to fear if it continues in

the line of progressive agricultural method and technique.



CHAPTER VI

S0CIAL CONDITIONS SINCE 1878

Uentre Ridge Schools 1878-1924

The War Between the States and Reconstruction proved destruc-
tive to education on Centre Ridge. During the decade 1850-60, educa-
tional facilities had been expanded and improved., In 1850, Dr. Thomas
Dill established his well-known academy at Warrenton. This school was
well attended and apparently gave instruction on & secondary as well as
a primary level, as did the Carlowville School established at Carlow-
ville in 1855, Either in the latter part of the VWar or in the esrly
part of Reconstruction, the Carlowville School was abandoned.l Dili's
Academy continued until 1869,2 but its last years were characterized
by reduced matriculation and inadequate support. Both schools were
private and found it difficult to collect sufficient fees during Recon-
struction, When in 1869, Dr. Dill was ofgered the chair of Classic
languages at Howard College, he accepted. His Academy was never re-
opened after his departure.

It should not be supposed that the Ridge people were willing
for their children to grow up in ignorance, 'Many determined that edu~
cation should continue whether fees could be paid or not. In Carlow-
ville, Dr. Joseph D, Alison established & small school which his sis-
ter Annie L. Alison taught.4 Dr. Alison's primsry purpose was to pfb~

vide instruction for his family of twelve but his sister slsge taught

1., Interview with Dr. S.Be. Alison,
2. Owens, op. cit., p. 491,

3. Ibid., p. 491.

4, Interview with Dr. S.B. Alison.
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several of the Reynolds, Lee, Rumph, and Fountain children and perhaps
1
others. At times, Annie Alison was assisted by Sallie MNcIver, Some-

times Sallie McIver taught a separate school for the McIver’family and
others.2 Miss Alison taught several years in a school building near
the abandoned Carlowville School on the villege green.5 Later, she
gave her instruction in a building to the rear of £he present Alison
¥ade home,

About 1882 Annie Alison quit teaching and one McArthur took
her place.4 He taught one year in the village green school and for
several years after in the second Carlowviile School building, com=-
pleted in 1885.5 The second Carlowville School building was et first
a one-story, two-room wood structure.

The second Carlowville School building stood essentially un-
changed until 1907, in which year s group of public spirited Centre
Ridge men spongored a movement to enlarge and improve it.6 They suc-
ceeded in collecting $800. end with this they added & wing and a sec~-
ond story. The wing gave the building another classroom while the
second floor wes an auditorium which also might be used as a class—
room. In this improved form the second Carlowville school served
Carlowvillie and Richmond7 until 1824, A list of the principals of this

school from McArthur to the opening of the present Carlowville School

1, Interview with S,A. Reynolds,

2. Ibid,

3. Interview with Dr. S.B. Alison.

4, Ibid.

5. Ibid. ;

6, Interview with S.A. Reyholds.

7. Warrenton beat was divided into Richmond and Flm Bluff in 1878,
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: 1
is as follows: a Mr. McLure, a Miss Motes, a Mr. Cox, W.B. Riley, a

Miss Penic, a Mr. Myrick, a Mr. Glenn, H,M. Summerville, Georgia
Kyser, Alan Kyser, a Miss Hobdy, Christine Nicholgon, Mase Kyser,
Milton Carothers,2 H.D. Beldridge, W.J. Jones,5 and a Mrs. Waters.,
On the whole, a very able and well trained group taught and managed

the second Carlowville School.

Schools at Richmond and Elm Bluff

VWhen Dillts Academy at Warrenton closéd its doors in 1869,
the Warrenton people were no more willing than the Carlowville people
for their children to grow up in ignorance. Both places faced a sim-
ilar problem and sclved it in a similar way. Mary Patton organized a
school at Warrenton very much like the one taught by Annie Alison &t
Carlowville, Mary Patton's school was private but was less a family
school than Annie plison's was. Mary Patton got fees wherever possi-
ble but turned none out for inability to pay.4

Mary Patton continued her school until 1888, at which time
Mary and Nettie McKellar took it over, The McKellar sisters kept
the school only three years. After 1891, four young college gra-
duates, James Kyser, Herbert Kyser, Hattie Harper, and Eliza Wade,
taught the schcol until it closed its doors ih 1896.5 The school wes
located in front of the present‘day Hassalvander home in Richmond, but

6
has long been torn down. The good work of the school is attested by

1. Present Superintendent of Macon County.
2. Present Superintendent of Tampa, Florida.
3, Present Superintendent of Wilcox County.
4, Interview with Mrs. B.L. Youngblood,

5. Ibid.

6. Ibid.
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the fact that Kenneth Douglas McKellar, present United States Sena-
tor from Tennessee, the Harper boys, and the Kyser boys received all
their education prior to college here.l Dr. George Kyser and Nat
Etheridge were its trustees.

Another school quite similer in most respects to the Ali-
son and Patton schools operated in Elm Bluff, probably from about
1880 to 1900, Ina Powers ran it.z It is supposed to have had few-
er students even than the Alison and Patton schools,

When the Patton school closed in 1896, some of the stu-
dents may have gone to Miss Powers but a mejor portion came to
Carlowville. The crowding of the second Carlowville school thereby
led to its enlargment in 1907,5 by which time it was the only school
which functioned on the Ridge. This consclidation of students event-
ually produced a united school patronage enlightened enough and

wealthy enough to construct the third and present Carlowville School.

School Terms and Support
In the latter part of Reconstruction or shortly afterward,
a weak and ineffectual public support was granted the Centre Ridge
schools, Carlowville, Richmond, and a part of Tilden are in the
fourth school district of Dallas County.4 The first public support
consisted of four month's pay to one teacher in the whole district,

but as there were always at least three scheools until 1890 in this

district, two schools did without public pay each year. No regulsr

1, Interview with Mrs. B.L. Youngblood.
R. Ibid. «
3, At present used as a dwelling by the Vaughn family of Carlowville,

4, Interview with Dr. S.B. Alison.
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rotation plan preveiled. Nat Etheridge dispensed the fund each year
as he had charge of its disposal in the fourth district.l School
terms in Carlowville and Richmond ran nine months each year.2 Thus,
for at least five months and possibly nine months, the Centre Ridge
schools had to depend on fees. Thes: ran at variocus times from three
to four dollars per pupil per month.w Some poor’but deserving stu-
dents paid less or even nothing. The chief aim of the teachers was
to educate., Reward was a secondary consideration,

As time went on and the Ridge recovered from the War and
Reconstruction, property evaluation increased and tax receipts rose.
By 1885, it was possible to give all the district schools some public
support each year, By 1901, six months of free school and three
nonths with tuition prevailed over the whole Ridge.4 When in 1901
the new constitution was adopted which provided a three mill state-
wide tax for education, it was possible for th; Carlowville School to

offer a full nine month's term free of charge. This was & new and

most welcome development.

The Third Carlowville School
llost Centre Ridge people made monéy during the World War.
After the VWar and after the short-lived panic of 1921 had subsided,
good times continued. Farmers received good prices for their pro-
ducts as did the lumbermen, while the Minter merchants, perhaps,

prospered most of all, The good times of the early nineteen-twen-

1, Interview with Dr. 8.B. Alison. Etheridge probably was on the
Dallas Comnty Board of Education.

2. Interview with Maggie Alisen.

3, Interview with Dr, S.B. Alison,

4, Ibid.

5. Ibid.
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ties encouraged the Centre Ridge people to undertske the most ambi-
tious educstional effort ever made on Centre Ridge.

Perhaps by 1920, Centre Ridge folk begen to desire an ede-
quate educational plant which could be developed into an accredited
school, On the Ridge lived several young people who would soon have
to be sent elsewhere if they were to receive the preparatory work
needed for college entrance. Centre Ridge parents felt it would be
sbout as cheap and far more desirable to build an adequate and ac-
credited school as it would be to send their sons and daughters off
to board.l Active agitation for a modern brick building which could
meet state requirements for accredited standing, started in 1922.2
Citizens held a mass meeting andvdecided to undertake the building.

A large committee was selected to solicit funds while
another was named to manage the actual construction, buy materisals,
and pay bills contracted. B.L. Youngblood headed this building com-
mittee and bought all materials used at wholesale prices. .

No contrazct was let for the Carlowville School building.b
A contractor, one W.E, Ward, was paid one thousand dollars to super-
vige actual construction. One of the better state-aid architectural
plans was followed. This plan usually called for an expenditure of
more than $30,000, according to a State Department of Education in-

4
spector who was assigned to inspect the Carlowville building., Fig-

1. Interview with B.L. Youngblood,
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid,.
4, Ibid.
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1
ures as high as $57,0QO had been reported. When the Carlowville
building was completed, it cost less than %20,000.2
Despite the economy with which the building was construc-
ted, it was not easy to fimance it. Eight thousand dollars was sub-
scribed locally.5 Three thousand dollars of state aid was obtained,
while a similar sum was granted by the Dallas County Board of Educe-

4
tion. A district school tex of three mills wes voted for five

years to retire the remaining six thousand dollars.5 At the end of
this five year period, the Carlowville School was free of all debt.

For several years prior to the construction of the third
Carlowville School, the trustees were Dr. S.B. Alison and Henry
Yates. These men continued to serve as trustees after 1924, and to
this group B.L. Youngblood was added. All of these men have contin-
ued to serve since thet time except Henry Yates who died in 1926 and
was succeeded by A,P. Calhoun. All of these men have served with
fidelity and intelligence and much of the progress of the Carlowville
School is attributasble to their conscientious efforts.

The Carlowville trustees selected J.L. Moulder, then of
Plantersville, as the first principsl of the new school and four
assistants, two of whom were his wife and daughter, Evelyn. The
other two teachers chosen were Elsie Shuter and Mrs. Abmer Perrin.
Professor Moulder has continued as principal since that time, while

his wife has continued to serve as one of his assistants,

1. Interview with B.L. Youngblood.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid,
4‘ Ibid.
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The school opened its doors in September of 1924, During
the first year small effort was made to obtain accredited standing
for the school, but considerable money was raised which materially
helped to procure necessary equipment.l A determined drive to get
the school accredited began in September of 1925, During March of
1926 the State Department of Education officially designated the
Carlowville School as accredited and gave the first graduating class
of that spring full college entrance credit.2 Approximately one hun-
dred and fifty pupils have graduated from the Carlowville High
School since it was sccredited in 1926.5

The Carlowville School has steadily developed since 1924.
The faculty of five teachers has been expanded to nine. Enrollment
for all grades hag increased from less than a hundred to an aversge
of about one hundred and seventy during the last four years.4 As
more room was needed for this faculty and student increase, the near-
by town hall was taken over in 1927 and partitioned into two cless-
rooms.s Subsequently this building was remodeled with another room
being added, and at present serves strictly as an elementary school
building., After accreditment, busses from nearby neighborhoods be-
gan carrying high school students to the new Carlowville Schoel.6

First a bus from Pleasant Hill in Dsllas came., Then one from Furman

and Snow Hill in Wilcox began to operate. Next, another Dallas

1., Interview with J.L. Moulder,

2. From Principal's Permenent Records. Held by J.L. Moulder. The
1926 class consisted of John D, Culbreth, Martin Hassalvander,
Loyle Jones, Rose Woodruff, Eleanor Youngblood, and Isabelle
Youngblood. ,

3. From Principel's Permanent Records. Held by J.L. Moulder.

4, Interview with J.L. Moulder,

5. Ibid.

6. Ibid.
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County bus serving the Sardis and Central neighborhood was added., The
fourth bus to come was one from Lowndes County, which brings students
from the Braggs, Farmersville, and Fostoria neighborhoods.

About $8,000 has been spent for new space and for school
equipment.l The school library is surprisingly adequate for & school
so small.

The faculty of the Carlowville School has sponsored extra-
curricular activities of various types. Most of the time since 1926
the school has had a band. Active and enthusiastic Four-H Club work
has been done., Athletics, while receiving no undue emphasis, have
been on the whole successful. Numerousg cups and medals have been col-
lected by the school in commemoration of victories won.2 Plays and
entertainments have enlivened the school and community life.

No discussion of the new Cerlowville School would be com-
plete without mention of the school grounds. For seventy years or
more prior to the completion of the third Carlowville School, these
grounds were used for nothing except a public playground, and have
been known through the years as "the village green."5 Beautiful pines
and turf are the chief natural feature of the grounds, but since the
construction of the new building meny flowers and shrubs have been
planted.4 Foundation planting of good taste outlines both the ele-

mentary and high school buildings, To the north of the high school )

1. Interview with J.L. Moulder.

2. Ibid.

3, Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

4. Interview with Mrs. J.L. Moulder.
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building, a sunken garden of formal design increases in loveliness
every year., The excellent playgrounds of the school lie to the south.
They are level or gently rolling. In the fall and winter the grounds
serve as a gridiron and as basketball courts. In the spring they are
made over into a baseball diamond and other playing fields. The
blue~green Virgin pines behind the buildings and playing fields make
a background of majesty and grace.

¥While public education for Negroes is not neglected, the
Negro school located between Carlowville and HMinter does not compare
favorably with the Carlowville Consolidated School. The Negro public
school is characterized by inadequate equipment, poorly trained teach-
ers, and irregular attendance., The Manuel Brown School, a private
school at Richmond supported largely by Northern philanthropists, is
much better then the public Negro school near Minter. The curricu~
lum of the Manuel Brown School is said to resemble that of Tuskeegee

for similar grades.

Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church
During Reconstruction the Centre Ridge churches lost all of
1l
their colored members. The Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church, in ad-

dition, steadily lost white members as well. The following 9&}?‘ ,‘

1. Based on an examination of church records.
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1
compiled from annual reports, reveals this decline.

Fluetuations in membership of Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church,
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1. Records of the Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church. Accurate fig-
ures are not available for dates later than 1910,
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This decline in church membership is attributeble to a num-~
ber of causes, The white population of Warrenton, which until 1876

included what is now Richmond and Elm Bluff for census purposes, in
1850 was 419.1 By 1870 it had declined to 246 and has steadily de-
clined since that time.2 The 1930 census gave Elm Bluff only twelve
whites and only one hundred and thirteen to Richmond.5 From this de-

cline the Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church naturally suffered great-
ly.

Mrs, Fllen Smith, the last surviving member, who was pres-
ent at the organization of the Presbyterian Church in 1844, wrote a‘

brief account of its life from 1844 to 1889, In Mrs. Smith's The

History of Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church, Dallss County, Alabema,
the decline of the church is revealed.

"In 1868, we found that by death, removals, and
want of conveyances to attend the services st Centre
Ridge Church, that our congregation had become
quite small (the colored people having left us to
attend their own meetings),so we concluded best to
close our dear old house of worship, with its ceme-
tery adjoining, where many of our loved ones were
buried (although it made our hearts truly sad to
do so), and accept the kind offer of our Methodist
friends to have our services in their church at
Richmond where we would have much larger congrega-~
tions and better sabbath school,"4

The Presbyterians used the Methodist church until 1882 at
which time they had succeeded in constructing a church of their own

5 ;
at Richmond, This was possible partly by razing their then decrepit -

1. Harper, Roland M., Population Statistics of Centre Ridge Beats,
Dallag gg%&il él&b&ma’ P 1.
,I,_.b_iia, Pe 1.
5. Ibid., p. 1.
4. Smith, Ellen, The History of Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church,p.2.
5. Ibid.yp.3.
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brick church and selling perts of it and using other parts. The bal-
ance of the needed funds was donated.z The pastor, Reverend Peter
McGowan seems to have directed the drive for getting a new building.

Much of the time since 1895 the Centre Ridge Presbyterian
Church has been without a pastor.5 Ministers, for the most part, have
not remained long as the size of the congregation has excluded the
possibility of adequate remuneration. The longest and perhaps the
finest period of ministerial service which has been rendered at the
Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church is of recent origin., In 1921,
Dr. W.C. Henderson came to serve this little church during the twi-
light of his long and useful career.4 Dr. Henderson shepherded his
flock faithfully and well until within about a year of his death in
1933,

The Presbyterians of the Ridge tried to carry on for a
while after Dr. Henderson's passing but soon gave up. For over two
years, no services have been held. There is no movement on foot at

the present time (1936) to reopen eand re-organize the Centre Ridge

Presbyterian Church.

The Methodist and Chrisiian Churches
The same factors which caused a marked decline in the Centre
Ridge Presbyterian Church, brought death to the Methodist Church,
This church probably would have closed its doors during Reconstruc»w

tion had it not been for the Presbyterisns coming to hold worship

1. Smith, Fllen, The History of Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church,p.Z2.
20 ;m:, ppo 2"’50 . .
3. Records of the Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church.

4, Interview with Willis Henderson. The Interpretation of Dr. Hender-
son's service is the author's.
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there, The llethodists and Presbyterians held Sabbath School togeth~
er, attended each others services} and to some extent helped to pay
each other's ministers. The arrangement was mutually beneficial but
was terminated in 1882 when the new Centre Ridge Presbyterian Church
at Richmond was completed.2 Occasional services were held in the
Methodist Church until after 1885, The last surviving member of the
Centre Ridge Methodist Church now living on the Ridge is Hattie
Etheridge. No other Methodist Church has been established on the
Ridge. There is a small one at ﬁinter which has been built in re-
cent years.

In the early nineties a rather unexpected page in the re-
ligious life of Centre Ridge unfolded. With both population and
church membership declining, several Ridge people, nevertheless, be-
came interested in a new denomination, the Christian sect. The
Christian Church in Richmond was organized by one Reverend Moore.5
The leaders of the new church were J.Z, Hearst, J.D. Whittington,
John Rives, the Hassalvanders, the Stallworths, and the Goodmans.4
The Christian Church at Richmond declined as suddenly as it rose, By
1905, it was dead and not even occasional services were held after

5
1910,

l. Smith’ 220 _Qi&o, p.s.

2. Ibid.

3. Interview with Mrs. B.L, Youngblood,
4, Interview with Hattie Etheridge.

5. Ibid,
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The Centre Ridge Baptist Church

The history of the Centre Ridge Baptist Church since 1876
has not been spectacular, Since the heavy loss in mémbership during
Reconstruction, the Baptist denomination has not fluctuated greatly
in its number of cbmmunicanxs, but slowly declined until about 1200,
Preachers' salaries hsve been small, and monthly service the common
pfactice. A 1list of ministers since 1870 in order of succession is
as follows:l W.C. Cleveland, B,F., Riley, E.J. Forrester, John L.
West, W.G. Curry, J.E. Chambliss, Gay William, W.G. Curry, W.M,
Blackweeder, J.B. Powell, H,F, Crumpton, W.J. Ray, D.P. Lee, D.VW.
Ramsey, L.N. Brock, B.M, Pack, J.J. Justice, H.W. Francher, C.J,
Bentley, E.B. Farrar, L.A., Nall, J.G. Dobbin, E.C. Osburn,
2 McKay, J.P. Maxwell, _% _ Carter, H.W. Francher,

Periods of ministerial service have been short in the Centre
Ridge Baptist Church since Reconstruction. The longest tenure was
that held by W.G. Curry from 1882 to 188;.2 Three periods of service

of about a year's duration are recorded. The average tenure has

been about two years and three months.

Saint Paul's Episcopal Church
By the year 1880, the congregation of Saint Paul's Episco-
4
pal Church at Carlowville included eighty-three communicants. Some

of these were lost when colored members separated during Reconstruc-

1. Reports to the Association of the Centre Ridge Baptist Church.
2. Records of the Centre Ridge Baptist Church.

3. Ibid.

4, Lide, Alice Alison and Johansen, Margaret L.A., History of St.

Paul's Parish, Carlowville, p. 10,
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tion, but the loss was probably proportionstely less than the loss in
the other churches, as a larger percentage of St. Paul's membership
was white. The rector, the Reverend Francis Beekman Lee, included the
Prayer for the President of the United States in his services a few
months after the War ended, but "the congregation listened perforce,
but for many a long year they refused to ®Amen' such a petition.“l
In the twenty yeers following the close of the War the most interest-
ing activities of the church were the organization of a choir and the
repairing of the pipe organ.2

The success of St. Paul's Church as a spiritusl institution
in the lean years during and following Reconstruction is due in con-
siderable measure to the diligent and faithful labor of the beloved
YParson® Lee., In 1889 the church memorialized his fifty years of
service in the parish with a Jubilee Celebration.5 A recess chancel,
begun previously, with triple stained-glass windows behind the Altar
and with a Gothic arch above the Chancel with the words, "The Lord is
in His Holy Temple" carved in wood, was pushed to completion in time
for the Jubilee, William Rumph carved the ornament above the
Chancel., Ministers from all over the Diocese sped to Carlowville to
honor the Reverend Lee.s Gifts of all types were showered on the
aging rector, such as turkeys, cakes, dainties, silverware, money,

6
china, and quilts. Soon it was necessary to name a lay-reader to as-

ii Lifle, Alice Alison and Johansen, Margeret L,A.,, op. ¢it., p.ll.
2. Ibid., p‘ ll’
5‘ Ibid., pQ 12.
4, Ibid., p. 12.

5. Ibid., p. 13,
6. Ibid., p. 13.
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1
sist Mr. Lee, and J.D. Alison, Jr., was given this post. One of

the entries of the vestry record of 1895 reveals that the venerable
rector was too feeble to be present. On Christmas, 1895, he con-
ducted his last service.g His death océurred in April of the next
y'ear.5

In September of 1896, Saint Paul's procured the services
of Mortimer Garnett Cassell of Portsmouth, Virginia, Mrs. Lide re-
fers to his ministerial service as follows:

"The Reverend Mr., Cassell like his grand old

predecessor made the care of the Parish his

‘1ife work and died in harness. He served truly

and nobly for twenty-two Zears and was beloved

by the entire community."

From 1918 to 1921 the Parish was without a rector but the
church was kept intact by the service of the lay-reader, J.D. Alison,
and by occasional services by the Reverend Gamble, Rector of Selma.5
Saint Paul's third rector was Paul E., Engle, who stayed at Carlow-
ville from 1921 to 1926, Coming as only & lay-reader, Engle was
granted both the offices of Deacon and Priest while at Carlowville,

It was during Engle's ministry that a special Diocesan
Council assembled at Carlowville, July the fifth and sixth in 1922,
When it became known that St. Paul's invitatibn to be host to the
Council had been accepted, Carlowville began to groom itself to re-

ceive its guests. The church building and the town hall were set .

in order, while in the homes preparations were made to entertain

1. Lide, Alice Alison and Johansen, Margaret L.A., op. cit., p.1l.
2. Ibid., p. 11,
5. Ibid., p. 12.
4, Ibid., p. 12.
S. Ibid., p. 16,
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the visitors.

When preparations were well under way, some of the news-
papers of the state began to express opinions that Carlowville was too
small to entertain a Council.l Not only the communicants éf‘St. Paul's
felt offended at this unpleasant notoriety but also the non-Episco-
palians of Centre Ridge and in nearby villages.2 Loyal offers of all
kinds of help came from the whole nearby section.5 Only the offers
of Centre Ridge people however, were accepted as these proved ade-~
quate to entertain what was said tb have been the largest Diocesan
Council ever held in Alabama.4 Despite some crowding, every dele-
gate was housed and most lavishly fed.

The purpose of the Council was to elect a Bishop Coadjutor
to assist the ailing Bishop Beckwith, Following Algernon Blair's
nomination, William McDowell was elected to this ofi‘ice.5 His so-
briquet "William of Carlowville honors the place of his elevation.

Since 1926, the Reverend Justice Jones has served St.

Paul's ably and satisfactorily as its rector.

Social Trends Since 1878
Several soclal trends which have béen noticeable on the
Ridge since 1876 appear significant. For one thing, the average life

span has steadily lengthened, A table compiled by Dr. Roland Harper

1, Lide, Alice Alison and Johansen, Margaret, L.A., op. cit., p.17.
2. Ibid., p. 17.
3, Ibid., p. 17.
4, Ibid., p. 17.
5. Ibid., p. 18.
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of the Alabama Geological Survey reveals the increase in the life
span of Centre Ridge whites:
Average Longevity of White People on Centre Ridge,
Dallas County, Ala,

Based on three cemeteries, with 264 dated graves
(189 adults, 75 children). Averaged by decades.
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While the curve of the average age of Centre Ridge whites,
both for the all-sges group and for the adult group, has fluctuated
considerably, it is easy to see from Harper's graph that the general
tendency has been up., No figures are availasble for the average long-
evity of Centre Ridge Negroes, but it is safe to state that at present
the Ridge Negroes live longer on an average than formerly, owing to
improved conditions of living and the advance of medical science,

The figures for whites compare favorably with nationel sta-

tistics on the complete expectation of life., For example, the com-

1. By Roland M, Harper, 4
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plete expectation of life for white males at 1901 was 48.23 years,
while at the same time white females might expect to live 51,08 years.l
For the period 1929-31, these life expectations had increased to
59,31 years for white males2 and 62.83 for white females.5

One of the most striking social developments on the Ridge
since Reconstruction days has been the fusing of the three villages
into a common community.4 In ante-bellum days the three villages held
each other in suspicion and rivalry. Now, all Ridge folk are neigh-
bors, bound together with many common purposes, sentiments, memories,
and interests.

A number of causes have contributed to this development,
the most important single one being the spread of kinship. Through
inter-marriage the Ridge folk have become related. Another cause has
been the joint school patronage which started in 1907. Improved
transportation facilities which have brought more contacts and a
larger vision, have also helped to reduce friction and erase antip-
athies. Common war memories and joint Reconstruction effort have
made for unity. Time itself has brought forgetfulness of ancient

hurts and served to mellow one and all, Of late years, Minter has

increasingly been as one with Centre Ridge in community sentiment,

1. Dublin, Louis I. and Lotka, Alfred J., Length of Life, p. 68.

2. Ibid., p. 346.

3, Ibid., p. 354.

4, This interpretation of the social unification of the Ridge willa-
ges is based partly on the author's observation, and psrtly on
interviews with Alison Reynolds Wade, Mrs. B.L. Youngblood,

Alice Alison Lide and others.
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while citizens of other nearby villages and the Ridgé people are com-
ing in closer contact.

High living standards prevail on Centre Ridge. Almost every
white family has an automobile, while some have more than one.1 Radios
are also very common, Homes are for the most part spacious and are
usually surrounded by broad lawns and grounds. Most of the Ridge peo-
ple own the homes they live in and the land surrounding. One servant
or more can be found in or about most of the houses., Centre Ridge
whites are almost without exception well fed, well clothed, and well
housed. This is also true of most of rural Dallas.

More important, however, than the high living standards,
is the high cultural standard of Centre Ridge. In 1938, one of the
worst years of the depression, thirteen of Carlowville's one hundred
and thirty-six people, were matriculated in college, or approximately
ten per cent., At the time the national average had fallen to less
than one per cent. During the last ten years the percentage of
Carlowville youths in college has been at least five per cent or
about five times the national average. A substantially similar pro-
portion of Richmond youths matriculated in college. Most homes have
large libraries of both old and new books, while newspapers and maga-
zines are subscribed to in considerable number.

The lawms and flower gardens around the wealthier homes are

3
planted in the best of taste and are quite beautiful. The affluent

1. Count made recently by the author.

2. Census taken by Dr. Roland Harper and the author. ’

3. The grounds around the B,L. Youngblood home are particularly
charming.
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and poor alike delight in enhancing the home's charm with flowers,
shrubs, grasses, and trees. Despite the necessity of work, which none
entirely escapes, Centre Ridge people for the most part are able to
lead pleasant, cultivated lives. This helps to compensate for the
lean years after Reconstruction when the cultural level fell so
sharply. From 1870-1895, only six Centre Ridge youths matriculated
at the University of Alabama, while from 1840 to 1865, sixteen young
men from the Ridge took work at the "Capstone."l |

Another significant sociaX trend of recent years is the
fact that Centre Ridge is beginning to function as a social, recrea-
tional, and cultural center for s wide surrounding territory.z This
development is centered around the Carlowville School and its
grounds, and has resulted in part from the coming of school busses.
People from southern Dallas, western Lowndes, and eastern Wilcox come
to Carlowville for dances, plays, entertainments, and athletic con-
tests, as well as to school., The contacts engendered thereby have
been beneficial to Ridge folk as well as the visitors. They promote
understanding and make for a wider and more cosmopolitan viewpoint.

Another social trend which apparently set in only after Re-
construction has been the tendency of many of the ablest young men of
the Ridge to go elsewhere to work, Economic opportunities for over
fifty years have been unequal to the local demand for them. After pro-

curing an education, a considerable proportion of the young men and

women of Centre Ridge are forced to go awey for an opportunity to pur-

lo Palmer’ ‘_E. Cito,
2. Based on observation of the author.
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sue their professions. This tendency has been especially marked in the
last ten years for college trained youths., In this way, the Ridge

has lost and is losing some of its best talent and blood, Centre
Ridge's loss has been other communities! gain in most of these cases,
and Ridge folk take pride in the success of many of its former cit-

izens.

Recreation Since 1876

During the Civil War and Reconstruction, some of the ante-
bellum forms of recrgation disappeared such as horse racing and gan-
der pulling.1 When the railroad came through in 1870, Richmond be-
gan to decline as a business point and with this decline came the
end of its pool rooms and most of its saloons.2 The more ekpensive
and the commercialized forms of recreation tended to draw to a close
from 1860 to 1880, Cheaper and more wholesome pleasures superceded
the old amusement forms.

Some time between 1875 and 1879, some Centre Ridge men,
especially a few from Carlowville, decided that the Ridge needed a
town hall to function &s a recreational center. As Ridge folk at the
time were unable.to subscribe liberally to é fund to construct the
building, a scheme of raising the necessary money was hit upon.

Dr. Joseph D, Alison organized and directed a local theatrical trobgi.
These amateurs toured nearby towns and raised most of the cash re- v

4
gquired. 1In 1880, the hall was completed and was the scene of many

1. Interview with Alice Alison Lide.
2, Ibid. ,
3, Interview with S.A. Reynolds.

4, Ibid.
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good times in the years to come. The’most cormon use of the hall was
for dancing, but entertainment of other types and speakings have been
held in it. The town hall continued as a community center until
1927, when it was taken over by the Carlowville School and made into
elementary classréoms. The town hall was located on the village
green, Usually a local orchestra played for the dances held in the
hall.l The school auditorium now takes the place of the town hall
as a social center,

The village green, now a part of the campus of the Carlow-
ville School, surrounded the old town hall, Here athletics of a
wholesome kind have been practiced for a long time. From 1880 to
1920, baseball was by far the main sport engaged in, but occasional-
1y a tennis court was set up. It is difficult to set any particular
date for the beginning of Centre Ridge's deep and lasting interest in
baseball. In the years not long after Reconstruction teams were or-
ganized of local men which played the nearby villages. These games,
which were usually played on Saturday, were well attended and sup-
plied a much needed outlet to players and spectators alike,

0f course, after 1876 the Ridge people continued with the
old sports of hunting and fishing.2 Dances were sometimes held in the
homes but not on the lavish ante-bellum scale. Ridge people also
played cards for amusement, but probably not as extensively as at

present, The first score of years following Reconstruction were

1. Interview with S.A. Reynolds.
2. A favorite spot has been Pompey's sandbar, two miles up the river
from Centre-Port.
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years of economic scarcity but not always of humdrum existence.

At the present time none of the post-Reconstruction forms
of recreation have been abandoned but hew ones have been added., With
the coming of the accredited school, basketball (for both boys and
girls); and football have made thelr appeasrance. Ridge people enjoy
basketball about as much as they enjoy baseball, while football is
gaining in popularity. Swimming and tennis are perennial favorites,
as is also cards.l Travel, dancing, and picture shows in Selma (26
miles away) continue to be popular. Centre Ridge people also devote

a cousiderable part of their leisure time to reading.,

Distinguished Sons of the Ridge
Several sons of the Centre Ridge have succeeded eminently in
the outside world., The most notable of these are the three listed by

Who's Who in America 1932-1933, Kenneth Douglas McKellar, William D,

Kyser, and William Wade Harper, but to this list should be added the
names of two well kmown educators, John Caldwell Calhoun and Joseph
Mason Dill., Two other people known far beyond the confines of the
Ridge are Mrs. Alice Alison Lide, writer, and Samuel A, Reynolds,
present Sheriff of Dallas County. |

Kenneth Douglas MCKellgr was born at Richmond, January 29,
1869, the son of J.D.W. McKellar and Caroline Howard McKellar.2 He
received both his B.A, and his 4.4, degrees at the University of Ala~

bama in 1891, while during the following year, he procured the Bachelor

1. Pedro for men and Bridge for women are the favorites.
2. Marquis, Albert Nelson, Who's Who in America, 1932-1933, p.1438.
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1
of Laws degree at this same institution, McKellar removed to Memphis,

Tennessee, shortly after 1892, where he became sufficiently known by
€
1911 to be elected to the United States House of Representatives.

Here he stayed until 1917 when he successfully ran for United States
5 .

Senator. Senator McKellar has represented Tennessee in the Senate

continuously and satisfactorily since 1917 and is now a valuable ad-

ministration leader in the upper house.

William Wade Herper was born in Richmond, February &6,
4

-

1868, the son of William B, Harper and Georgia Wade Harper. He re-
ceived his A,B. degree at the University of Alabama in 1877 and his

5
A.M, in 1891, Harper studied medicine at Tulane and received his

M.D, degree at this school also in 1891.6 Dr. Harper practiced medi-
cine in Selma until our entry into the World War, at which time he
joined the Medical Corps, receiving the rank of Captain.7 Dr. Harper
is, at present, the chief surgeon of the Alabama Baptist Hospital in
Selma., He is a fellow in the American College of Surgeons.8
Dr. Harper is also a trustee of the Selms City Schools, a director of
the Selma Y.M.C.A., and was once president of the Alabama Medical Asso-
ciation,

William D, Kyser wags born at Richmond, Ju%y 17, 1882, the

son of Dr. George W, Kyser and Sellie Patton Kyser. He received the

B.A. degree at the University of Alabame in 1902 and the L.L.B., degree

1. Marquis, op. cit., p.l438.
2. Ibid., p. 1438.

3, Ibid., p. 1438,

4, Ibid., p. 1438.

5. Ibid., p. 966.

6. Ibid.o, po 9660

7. Ibid., p. 966,

8. Ibid., p. 966,

9. Ibid., p. 1243.
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at Cumberland in 1903, William Kyser began practicing law soon after-
ward and moved to Memphis in 1906 to practice there.z From 1914 to
1921 he served successively as Assistant United States Attorney of
the Western District of Tennessee and as United States Attorney of
this same district.5 Shortly before his death in 1933, William Kyser
became President and General Counsel of the. Memphis Power and Light
Company and Memphis Street Railway Compa;n;y.4

Probably the greatest scholar to come from Centre Ridge
was John Caldwell Calhoun, born December 4, 1850, between Warrenton
and Carlowville, the son of James Martin Calhoun and Susan Pickens
Calhoun, and great nephew of John C., Calhoun. He went to Washington
College, then under General Robert £, Lee, and graduated in 1872
with the C,E. and B.S. degrees.5 The following year he received the
M.A., degree and subsequently studied at Heidelberg;6 In 1877, John
Calhoun returned to America and obtained a position at the Univer-
site of Alabama, teaching Latin and Greek there.7 Later Calhoun
went to William and Mary College to teach modern languages and died
there about fifteen years ago,

While John C, Calhoun was probably the greatest scholar the
Ridge ever produced, Joseph Mason Dill seems to have been its great-
est contribution to the cause of general education., Joseph Dill was
born November 4, 1852, the son of Dr. Thomas John Dill and Jane Lee

8
Alison Dill, Prepared for college by his father, he studied at

1. Marquis, op. c¢it., p. 1243,

2. Ibid., p. 1243,

3. Ibid., p. 1243,

4, I‘bidg, Pa 12450 !
5, Owen:i, op. ¢it., Vol. III, p. 287.
6. Ibid., p. 287.

7. tbid., p. R87.

8. Ibid., p. 491,
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1
Howard College and received the A.B, degree there in 1874. Joseph

Pill returned to Howard in 1878 and earned an M.A. digree, after
which he taught at Tuscaloosa and at Howard College.é Next, he be-
came principal of the Tuscaloosa High School and then Superintendent
of the Troy Schools.5 His chief élaim to fame, however, is that he
became the first president of Troy Normal School in 188‘7.4 Subse~
quently, Joseph Dill was president of the South Alebame Female In-
stitute at Greenville and from 1901 to 1908, superintendent of the
Bessemer school system.5

Mrs. Alice Alison Lide is a post-war noteble of the Ridge
by virtue of the dozen or more books she has written, part of which
have been in collaboration with her sister Margsret Johansen, |

Mrs., Lide's books are both fiction and non-fiction and vary in type

<
within these classifications. Her lét%’book, a novel entitled Dark

Possesgion, attracted the attention of many literary critics. While
Mrs., Lide has never written a national best seller, she is growing
in her profession.

Samuel 4, Reynolds is mentioned as a Centre Ridge notable
chiefly on account of his assistance in obtaining a living wage and
satisfactory working conditions for the rural letter carriers of the
United States. For ten or fifteen years, prior to his retirement in
1933 ag a letter carrier himself, he was one of three or four men

who represented the Hural Letter Carrier's of America et the National

1

1. Owen., op. cit., p. 491.
2. Ibid., Vol. III, p. 491,
3. Ibid., p. 491,
4, Ibid., p. 491.
5. Ibid., p. 491,
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Capital. During his service as lobbyist, rural letter carriers ob-
tained better pay and better working conditioms.

At present, Samuel Reynolds is sheriff of Dallas County,
and is considered as being among the best that Dallas County has had,.

Centre Ridge is proud of her native people who have made
real contributions to the general civilization, bubt vast credit is
also due to those who quietly stayed at home and maintained worth-
while conditions of living there, The living pillars in church,
school, and political affairs are B.L. Youngblood, A.P. Calhoun,
Dr. S.B, Alison, and B.L. Alison. To this list of living leaders
should be added the names of the late lamented B,R. Alison and
Henry Yates. All of these men are or were depended upon by the
community at large for guidence. They have served their people

with fidelity and wisdom.
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