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ABSTRACT

My project shares the story of Nellie Bly, a true writer who appliecthergies to
accomplish more in her writing than most women of her time ever dreamed possibiey the
Progressive Era (1890-1920), Bly fervently sought to define herself atea agishe
simultaneously negated the socially-constructed parameters that oftgn soshield her from
certain topics, those issues which were not considered appropriate for a woman’s pe
negotiate. What sets Nellie Bly apart from the largely silenced crowdwien attempting to
write in her era is that she knew how to present stories as well as, if notlmatteany man. Bly
should be recognized as a writer in the annals of history and within the rHetarioa.

Little scholarly work exists on Nellie Bly’s contribution to women’s vaggi or the ways
in which women were allowed to express their views during the Progressive Em@fofé, my
dissertation specifically addresses the following aims:

1. To show the need for historical work on texts written by females in theeBsogr

Era.

2. To propose the texts of Nellie Bly as one locus of this historical work.

3. To provide a theoretical framework and research methodology to investigatesfemi

contributions to enlarge and enhance the rhetorical tradition of women and their

writing.



Building on the methodology of rhetorical sequencing devised by Richard Enos, my
dissertation contributes to a greater understanding of the rhetorical canon bg éogaclude
another contributor. My study describes how Bly voiced her concerns in rhespacas where
women were theretofore mostly absent, and thus she disrupted rhetorical modeshby w
women were largely silenced. My major objective is to add to the history of women’s
contributions to rhetoric by placing Nellie Bly and her work in that historyreBtoring voice to
Bly, who wrote when women were largely silenced, | add to discussions surrotimelimged to

further recognize feminist rhetorical contributions within the field of rinetond composition.
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CHAPTER 1/ INTRODUCTION:

MAPPING HER STORY

| will begin with a humble confession: Although | have intently studied English as
discipline for the past eight years and have written innumerable essays, Meayeavoided
defining myself as a writer. The avoidance of this descriptor has been whaksdhéthought
of writers with great reverence, as those capable of easily producingwimetexts, for their
own purposes. Placing writers on this illusionary pedestal, | consideretf mysot fitting into
this idealized notion because | differed from what | thought a real wridetcsbe. My initial
avoidance of being a writer occurred during the first three years of myguadeate career, as |
sought the path of the M.D. instead of the Ph.D., studying calculus, physics, cheanibtry,
biology as a belligerent pre-med major. | use the tegligerentin describing myself because |
find it most applicable to the war-like student | was, waging battle aganstriting self which
| then associated more with the periodic table and graphing calculatorsithgounals and
pens.

My freshman composition teacher, who later also became my Britishuresurvey
professor, publicly denounced my intent of pursuing a biology degree when | introducédid myse
as a “biology major” on the first day of that survey course. She rathenddgiasserted to a

class of sophomores, “Her major should be English.” (Earlier, my high school Eeglcstet



had told me as much, but what high schooler actually listens to anyone?) In Weatisgjt of a
pre-med student’s armor, | ignored these teachers spurring me in thiodicéthe career path
that would eventually bring me the most joy and liberation, that of writing and cbs€eBneir
assertions went unheeded as | continued to balance equations and set reagernits on fir
chemistry labs.

In my third year of undergraduate science study, | became increasimgtgrested in
learning the amino acids in an advanced biology course, while | grew all thenwioas of
those English majors who were reading Dickinson and the Brontes instead oé sei¢hooks.
My career aspiration as a pre-med student was to enter medical school with thefhopes
becoming a dermatologist, but the thoughts of preparing for the MCAT and beginrdiggime
school became unappealing to me. Thus, | changed my major to English during myganior y
By turning from the sciences to the humanities, | stripped myself of thereemaf the
science/math student and donned the mask of the English/literature scholgujsedisore
comfortable to me but still the visage of an imposter. At that point in my acaderear,
perhaps because of my idealistic view of real writers, | still failednforace the termnwriter in
defining myself In my English undergraduate classes, | primarily wrote about topics that |
thought might please my teachers, those ideas that would earn me a top grade tloetbese
that mirrored the ever-present politics of those classes. My writing in Semse was not my
own, but a reflection of that which | thought the professors desired in their studdnidgding
scholars, in aspiring but not “true” writers. As | formulated theses, drpétedrs, and completed
assignments, | thought the essays wrote themselves as | sought to shieltidageption with
that mask of confidence. | became just the bearer of the message, théeaonsthe data, or

the mediator between proof and claim. And although every paper was returned taintetbea



letter A, the often scarlet letter symbolizing the adultery of my own voice, dneaisthat | could
share relevant information to persuade my professor to give me the desiredgtadsll did
not believe that | was\ariter.

During my master’s degree program, | was confronted with what | perceisthe
truth of my situation: I indeed could not write; | had been found out. | was enrolled in the “boot
camp” of the M. A. curriculum, the bibliography and research class. Aftel whtten my
thirty-page draft of the required paper, | swapped it with a classmate to engaygdiist peer
editing session as a graduate student. | proffered the longest essay of nograw®orin academia
to my peer as the primary example of my proficiency as a master’'s dgdeat. As a result of
my peer editing session, those suspicions of my inability to write were roaafiwhen my peer
editor returned my essay and noted that the paper lacked a thesis, communicdécmnioare
convincing points to defend said unknown thesis, and ultimately left him completely befuddled
as a reader. Finally, a peer had uncovered my guise; he had taken off the athsloirhsince
| changed my major in my junior year. He had exposed my ruse as a so-calisd Eegching
Assistant to reveal that my attempts were not up to his standards. The witimgléad been
unsatisfactory to my peer reviewer, and thus, graduate school seemed likedhfinststemester
to me. In my dismay at having been “found out,” | set up a conference with my biphygad
research professor to share the daunting results of my peer review sessionoams tim terms
with my fears that a graduate program was not the place for me.

My professor listened politely to my harrowing but humbling tale, and then in one
declarative sentence, he shared the response that | will never forget: “¢éoueypewer is
operating from a different theoretical school than you are; no need to worrgeh &hack, |

was certain that my professor would have echoed the sentiments of my peer editat, Wwat



only a nightmare that | had been conceiving as | wore the mask. My professadnt thomgjd
write, and though he had not even read my essay, he bolstered my confidence ancsktome b
the path to becoming a writer and staying in a graduate program. Although mya@rtiedsto
convince me that | was indeed a writer, albeit one operating within a difteesetical school,
and accordingly gave me an A on my first essay in graduate school, | stillasigdivorced
myself from believing | was a writer.

Finishing my master’s degree was an experiment in hasty writing: | cted@ehesis of
nearly one hundred pages following approximately six weeks of intense writingn But
completing this substantial essay, | reasoned that my expedient approasmuotaséw true
writers operate. | assumed that true writers, whoever they may be, takertbeagflecting
carefully on every word, every sentence, every salient idea, building thre$algacrafted
paragraphs that grow into pages, pages that develop into chapters, chapters that end in a
convincing thesis that captivates readers. Obviously, | did not take the carevatidndehat |
thought a true writer would take. My pseudo-magnum opus of a thesis was generated im a mont
and a half. | was not a writer; | was only a student of English eager tcatgaduAugust and
consequently move on to a Ph.D. program.

Entering the hallowed yellow-brick edifice of Morgan Hall at the Uniesf Alabama,
| anticipated that | would experience the University of Alabama aEmmgrald City during my
doctoral degree, a place where | would come ever closer to defining ng/selirdger and
nearing the realization that indeed “there’s no place like home.” As a schdlar tht
Emerald City, | would soon be exposing that Wizard or man behind the curtain, the one who
would help me to acknowledge that | alone possess the power to “go home.” By “going home,” |

thought that | would come to understand that | was a writer by embracing the tcibrafoine



ability to write provides to a person as a teacher, researcher, and raeto¥iiting would
usher me into that home that no other place is like.

As class after class of doctoral degree course work sped by in tloat-ipeick building,
the papers again miraculously wrote themselves as | sat at an illuncoat@uter screen; but a
writer | was not, even though the words across the screen were my own. Andhalttenught
sixteen sections of freshman composition during my time of graduate stlidyg, seidents what
makes “good” writing, how they should write, and so forth, teaching writing did not malke m
writer.

Surprisingly, after | completed all my course work and was nearing thagvf my
dissertation, | finally began to think of myself as a writer. After myriage, when my identity
simultaneously shifted from being defined as a single woman to being definedchasea mne, |
divorced myself at last from what had been my ever-present denial of bentgra \n
marrying, | began to realize that | was also in love with words, language htspagd texts, and
this love was something that | had always had. It was not the product of ambpesourse of
study, but was something | could have cultivated without the rigors of acad®saiizing that
being a writer had always been within my power, | now embraced that negieisteess of
writing that | had kept locked in the attic of my life, the madwoman, if you walmd groom
and | rode on a train through the Canadian Rockies, | realizedaired vriter, and the words of
Glinda, The Wizard of Og Good Witch of the North, suddenly rang true in my ears: “My dear,
you don't need to be helped any longer. You've always had the power.” At this monadfat of s
discovery, | did not want to lose those sentences that | was hearing on thahtse moments
of interaction that spawned so much joy and emotion from me. | had indeed been writing al

day, having purchased a journal in which to write about our trip. | was a writdrwamted to



declare it from the top of the Canadian Rockies, not with my voice, but with my tebd.nhy
husband that he was partly the cause for my revelation.

This acceptance of my destiny as a writer was further confirmediadd in a darkened
railway car on the next night of our trip. With only the faint light of the glowistgdelow me,
| wrote, not being able to see the pad of paper in my hands, but knowing that | had shaped the
letters into words which | could return to, read, and use to craft narratives otiaugy.

Writing without the aid of much light as the train lapped the miles, | was remindee wbtds

of my creative writing teacher: “Maybe you could write quickly like @dtée Bronte’s lines
crossing because she wrote with her eyes closed.” | thought that comehéeligy and depth,
but at first | found the reference nebulous. However, unable to see what | wrobgated my
inner Charlotte Bronte, and | knew that writing was not a choice for me but sitecés we
enjoyed our tour of the Canadian landscape, | furiously scribbled on my pad of paper, and my
husband asserted, with slight chortle to those curious about my tendency to fill fiapeonds,
“Oh, my wife, she’s a writer.” After | heard that statement numerous tinmekshed its

veracity, knowing its truth.

Beginning my dissertation with this narrative of personal discoveryagaet not only to
who | am as a writer, scholar, and woman writing a dissertation, but this yprakigo
congruent with the aim of my project. | believe that my inability to defineethgs a writer
stems largely from my having been reared as a white Southern woman, a gelyteet |
necessarily of the upper-class but nonetheless caught in the cogs ofrahtsigstem in which
men are writers, woman are silent; men are providers, women are recigientare doers,
women are givers. In defining myself as a writer, | was also irtyidaerating myself from the

confines of patriarchal domination that can often define a marital exéstenmany married



women. Realizing that my voice, my text, my writing could possibly provide nteaydb, an
income, and an audience, | relished the writer within me that provided meushithndinite
possibilities.

As a doctoral candidate writing a dissertation, | acknowledge my fonagiity to
define myself as a writer, but | now pair that incapability with my prteseed to connect with
and appreciate what being a writer means. My former disavowal but preseatembbeing a
writer is similar to the change wrought in Elizabeth Jane Cochran, who would beconre know
during her writing career as Nellie Bly. In attempting to define lfeasea writer of newspaper
articles in 1887, Nellie Bly encountered more daunting and formidable bdroigrsvithin
society and within her gender role that | am to face. To be sure, these oftelding
limitations placed on a woman writing in the Progressive Era (1880-1920) were rorsshthvan
any blocking me as a woman writing in 2010. However, when Bly took up her pen, she was
holding a device that would determine the power of her rhetorical ethos, not onlyglb&nas
a writer but as a woman writing.

To be a woman writing posed a much more delicate challenge to Bly than it has to me
almost one hundred and twenty-five years later. Entrenched in societal consghigbteften
rendered her voice paralyzed by patriarchal pre-determinism, Bly posib@é iof her most
important of all sentences, “Energy rightly applied can accomplish anyt{gtdy’in Kroeger
85). Concentrating on this accomplished woman, my dissertation shares thd attyoeo
writer, one who applied her energies to accomplish more in her writing than moshwbthat
time ever dreamed possible. Bly fervently sought to define herself as nasrébe
simultaneously negated the socially-constructed parameters that oftgn toshield her from

certain topics, those issues which were not considered appropriate for a wparatos



negotiate. What sets Nellie Bly apart from the largely silenced crowdmew attempting to
write in her era is that she knew how to present stories as well as any nwrndtter. Bly was
determined, and she should be recognized as a writer in the annals of historyhanthevit
rhetorical canon.
To understand Bly's absence from the current rhetorical canon, the rediteaodience
of a strictly traditional canon of history and literature must recognizehtamap of canonicity
and history is not a complete rendering because of who it omits and who did the omittieg. In h
text Rhetoric RetoldCheryl Glenn uses the metaphor of a map to illustrate the often-barren
landscape of a rhetorical history that silences the voices of the numetbess" while
acknowledging the voices of the powerful few. Glenn argues:
Rhetoric always inscribes the relation of language and power at a particular
moment (including who may speak, who may listen or who will agree to listen,
and what can be said); therefore, canonical rhetorical history has repcee
experience of males, powerful males, with no provision or allowance for females.
In short, rhetorical history has replicated the power politics of gendermeithin
the highest cultural role and social rank. And our view of rhetoric has remained a
gendered landscape, with no female rhetoricians (theoreticiandy atesight.
(1-2)
Glenn calls for a regendering of this rhetorical landscape. In answeriroglh | conceptualize
and embrace, as Glenn suggests, a rhetorical topography marked and forgechbgl memen
alike. If men and women can write alongside one another in a rhetorical spaee tkss like a

battleground and more like an equal playing field, then they can occupy acdidtordscape of



equality, a place where both genders can generate ideas to achievewalidarder that they
can mutually appreciate each others’ contributions in turn (Glenn 2).

Although many underrepresented groups and individuals remain unheard, the map
changes more frequently now as voices are discovered, reconfiguring thejpendkdhetorical
activity. To regender the landscape of rhetoric, those writings that have fau®eeartherwise
been removed need revisiting. However, the reconfiguration of the map is not done without
some negotiation. To be sure, a singular perspective has long unified the rhietodezape:
that of the white, Anglo-Saxon male, the maker of the map, the creator of the canomalghis
has long plotted the points of interest on the map of rhetorical history, theory, atckpead
thus has perpetuated and solidified his supremacy and sovereignty. Either throarghireg or
colonizing, his control over society, language, and even conceptualizations of sdlfisitates
the historical and theoretical underpinnings of culture that largely remain estahby another
race, ethnicity, sex, or nationality. The male enterprise of mapping praxdesce of the
groundonly he has covered. Thus, this mapping of territory illustrates the male propensity
toward establishing physical boundaries and also elucidates the scarcityehis involvement
in the process of mapping. The male role of mapmaker serves to justify his obiitel
rhetorical landscape, but the time has come when the maker of the map should yeldehis
others who have made contributions that can similarly shape rhetorical hiséamy, tand
practice. Canonical cartography merits a more comprehensive and desceaptering of
society and culture if the direction is to be accurate. The urgency is to présgogaphy of
rhetoric or of a canon as rich and diverse as the voices that cry out to be heard.

This study focuses on one such voice, the voice of Nellie Bly, a noteworthy Progressive

Era journalist and reformer. The twofold goal of this project is first, to expleliee Bly's



legacy as “The Best Reporter in America,” a title conferred upon her pastisiynbyThe New

York Evening Journadn the occasion of her death in 1922; and second, to share the story of a
woman who disrupted the typical contemporary expectations and conventions of womanhood, a
disruption she accomplished through her writing by aligning herself with thepatiler than

the domestic sphere. | will pursue this twofold goal through a critical agaliy8ily’s

groundbreaking work as an investigative reporter writing during a tine@ fémale voices were
overwhelmingly silenced. By challenging current understandings/undargsof canonical

writing and the power politics/conventional ideologies that shape histemasentations, | will
argue that Bly's work is worthy of an audience and that hers is a stooy fiitef telling, a

narrative destined to help regender the map of rhetorical practice, thesbhistory.

Current research in the field of rhetoric and composition has extended beyond the study
of pedagogy in the writing classroom to include an examination of the rhetoricat@saand
rhetorical spaces of many others engaged in writing and literacy. My aiggmtive is to add to
the history of women'’s contributions to rhetoric by placing Nellie Bly and loek w that
history. A more thorough and representative account of rhetoric’s history can beedaméy
when the voices of the marginalized and silenced also become heard, or when “tleensubalt
speaks,” to use the clause coined by Gayatri Spivak (24). By restoring voice whBlwrote
when women were largely silenced, | will add to discussions surrounding theorfaettiér
recognize feminist rhetorical contributions within the field of rhetoric amdposition. In the
remaining portion of this chapter, | provide the map that will work to illustratehtrternical
ethos of Nellie Bly as a particular female contributor to the rhetoradition and as a figure of

interest within the landscape of rhetoric.
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Little scholarly work exists on Nellie Bly’s contribution to women’s vaggi or the ways
in which women were allowed to express their views during the Progressive Em@fofé, my
dissertation will specifically address the following

1. To show the need for historical work on texts written by females in theeBsogr
Era.

2. To propose the texts of Nellie Bly as one locus of this historical work.

3. To provide a theoretical framework and research methodology to investigatesfemi
contributions to enlarge and enhance the rhetorical tradition of women and their
writing.

As one who wishes to contribute to the recent resurgence of rhetorical stiidiegive
field and as one who plans to be a map contributor herself, | acknowledge thatahkistocy
does not simply discover new rhetorical activities, but is rather the resultgriothveng
acknowledgement of existing rhetorical activities that have been eithertésrgotignored.
This growing recognition is based on a newfound ability among scholars anainessaf
rhetoric, both male and female, to exhibit and embrace a willingness to digiegvtously
untold stories. With recent interest focused on an examination of historitsaltteese stories are
now being shared within rhetorical scholarship. Scholars such as Cheryl Glenrrignd Ka
Kohrs Campbell have begun to examine the political forces that have shaped thealhetodn
to renegotiate and explore how “canonical writing” is defined. My dissertatibeantribute to
a greater understanding of the rhetorical canon by arguing to include anothdrutontriMy
study will describe how Bly voiced her concerns in rhetorical spaces wioenen had been
mostly absent, and thus how she disrupted rhetorical modes by which women vedye larg

silenced.
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Nellie Bly as a Locus for Historical Inquiry: Reviving a Feminist Rhetorcal Tradition

Born May 5, 1864, Elizabeth Jane Cochran (she later addetbdrer last name) would
become known as Nellie Bly during her career as a journalist. Buildingoumrealistic
tradition made famous by male reporters such as Stephen Crane, Jacob Riishard Ri
Harding Davis, Bly introduced the role of the “stunt reporter,” a femalertepsharing
eyewitness accounts often observed under the guise of “deep cover.” This formlef fema
investigative reporting was usually discouraged by (mostly maleyre@dihd was even
considered inappropriate for women writers due to the challenges that thaseftgfmeies may
have presented for a woman'’s reputation. During her career as a journalistriogies$tve Era,
Bly faced rejection in this male-dominated realm where women were usdeailyd discussion
of topics such as politics and economics. Although some female journalists (swedsis B
Bramble and Ida Tarbell) were successful and had a readership prigistpdpularity, these
journalists focused only on topics of seeming interest to women, as they were hirgd to w
solely for and about women. Considered “women’s interest news,” these topics inclimiea, fas
gardening, cooking, sewing, and the arts.

Cast as the appropriate content for the few women who had already establisbeslinar
journalism, the women'’s interest news story was not appealing to Bly. Howas\@iy
biographer Brooke Kroeger has noted, “In those days, it was almost unthinkadldaran on
the staff of a mainstream newspaper—half severed appendage in the bes$-eftodse
covering anything else” but women’s news (48). This seeming rhetoaahdid not stop Bly
from challenging the conventions of her day and pursuing topics outside theoféalomen’s
interest news.” As a “stunt reporter,” Bly made contributions to journaistinsocietal reform

that should be noted by scholars in rhetoric and composition.
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Bly’'s journalist career began to flourish when Bly proposed an unconventionébidea
one of the leading newspaper editors of her day. John A. Cockerill, editor-in-cthefNgw
York World refused Bly’s initial plan to travel to Europe and return by steerage olesysart
the firsthand experiences of an immigrant; however, Bly was later able toncer@@ockerill that
she could handle a local story: investigating an asylum whose harrowing icephtat made it a
topic of town gossip. Bly was determined to overcome gender discrimination and wanted to
make the most out this, her first serious assignment TioenNew York WorldBy feigning
insanity, Bly gained entrance into the notorious Blackwell’s Island Asylum i tyderite an
exposé of the dire conditions for women within this mental institution. This story prowedat
success, earning her other similar assignments. Her provocative investigatisterg made
Nellie Bly a household name, as her pseudonym was regularly featured belowdseafilhe
New York WorldThe retelling of her experience while in the madhouse inaugurated the
performative, investigative slant that would become her trademark repdytiegesstyle that
other female reporters such as Elizabeth Bisland and Anna Laurie begani¢co mim

As an investigative reporter, Bly not only increased the sales of newspapers, but her
depictions of less than favorable environments also prompted societal refornusitictédls the
power of her rhetorical ethos. Her style was unconventional for a woman of hehelayrote
with an unabashed bluntness and a quick instinct for the “scoop.” As a woman writing in the
Progressive Era and supposedly confined to speak only of what gender scholainiézm J
refers to as the “domestic sphere as [woman’s] proper rhetorical spagceydsled talk of
hearth and home by grappling with topics such as factory worker conditions andlaete s
trading, topics that no woman had formerly discussed (Johnson 6). Thrusting hersk# into t

public arena, Bly regaled her avid readership with provocative interviews, jalhous
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confessionals, and riveting exposés. The strength of her personality evinceelttwecal ethos
as she wrote with boldness free from apology.

Bly employed a rhetorical confidence not formerly projected by women, anaitiag
helped to create a space for women on journalism’s main stage, well beyondnhégtacir
sideshow of the women'’s interest story. Thus, her writing offers a ricbfsiiquiry. Bly
employed an authorial ethos which gained her popularity in her day, but unfortunatelg she ha
long since been mostly forgotten. Her writing played an important role in ttugiclaé tradition
by extending her influence to the public interests rather than matters of tke Bigia writing
is a site for exploration of a largely unilluminated rhetorical space foremommiters, which
makes Bly’s work all the more relevant to rhetoric and composition.

Answering the Call for Including More Female Representation in tle Rhetorical Tradition

If rhetoric and composition as a field is to offer a more inclusive account of wontlea |
rhetorical tradition, then the previously male-influenced methodological afpy@®aad popular
perspectives on historical research need to be renegotiated and improved. To beaiceal his
research remains a weighty subject; history tends to be the recollectiorrtodtibrécal practices
of those in power, those with voice, and those who stabilize the status quo. Historical
documentation often reveals and reaffirms societal expectations and insciapty@msler, race,
and class, rather than disrupting those ideologies that have kept certaindhaterieoked and
largely absent from historical discussion. When examining historical tectsrahival
resources, the researcher seeking a more inclusive history must worlatoldesa version of
history that accounts only for the stories of the privileged, powerful, and/carphsi.

In this regard, the more inclusive researcher of historical traditions nmainrenindful

of the complexity of negotiating the complicated relationship between wimaldeson has
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identified as “rhetorical practices and the inscription of cultural powhitiwhave often forged
the power politics of historiography (1). As Johnson argues, rhetorical thandeketorical
practices operate as cultural sites that illustrate “the interdepesdé codes of rhetorical
performance and the construction of conventional identities, particularly butchosierly
gender identities.” Johnson goes on to say that reading rhetorical theonyliasad site allows
the historian to locate a “nexus where cultural capital and rhetorical parioe have become
one” and to expose the history of rhetoric “as a revealing narrative about hovntomye
rhetorical expectations, and the lines of cultural power converge” (Johnson Xanimmg the
work of Nellie Bly as a cultural site, | seek to prove how Bly utilized culeapital through
rhetorical performance to disrupt the contemporary conventions of womanhood and divorce
herself from the sphere of domesticity.

Rhetoric has typically been cast as a public practice within the public splieeuisive
tradition aligned with masculine thought and aims. Moreover, Johnson notes that “att thie sta
the nineteenth century, the arts of rhetoric were the undisputed province of theofedsional
classes” (3). Thus, rhetoric has largely been conceptualized as a masadIltien rather than a
feminine or even a feminist one. Nan Johnson has argued that women’s rhetoricgherefor
aligned itself with private, female practices within the domestic sph#&@men were confined
to this sphere in order to maintain a space to exercise their proper rhetonicddutions in the
forms of letters, recipes, elocution manuals, and guides to etiquette, whigaffalhred
behaviors and mannerisms deemed appropriate for women. These forms of rhetorital a
transcribed behaviors to reinforce a woman’s identity as angel of the housegleedren what
Barbara Welter defines as “the cult of true womanhood” (1). Moreover, men peestirat

women take on the roles of domestic angels and submissive wives, as men estalgisshed t
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gender conventions to secure their own positions as strong, rational providerstsSunza
examined these conceptualizations of womanhood to describe the male-dominatedtaleolog
milieu of the nineteenth century and to elucidate the kinds of barriers that womeicidnetor
faced within the cult of domesticity (Welter; Kerber; Donawerth; ¥yéllountford; McClish).
More recently, scholars have challenged this distinction that confined womgntsdles
domestic realm (Campbell; Enos; Glenn; Jarratt). Nellie Bly walkeciggng these binaries
(public/domestic, masculine/feminine, rhetoric/women’s interest newbspwer a hundred

years ago, but no one seems to have remembered.

In order for Nellie Bly’s works to be recognized, archival research isseane
Furthermore, archival inquiry is a rich source of scholarship, one often overlookedfield.
However, some scholars have begun to examine archival resources to offer a npbegéecom
rhetorical perspective focusing on female subjects taking part in lifgeateces. For example,
Jane Donawerth examines the archival texts of Lydia Sigourney, Jennie Wahohd/lary
Augusta Jordan in her article, “Nineteenth-Century United States Conduct BetiriR by
Women.” Other scholars pursuing similar research interests include Mékssa, who
discusses the abolitionist rhetoric of Lydia Maria Child; and Susanna Eedjipers, who
considers the reformative rhetoric of Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Other veigiaring similar
scholarly subjects include Karyn L. Hollis, who examines the writing of workimgen; Susan
Kates, who focuses on activist rhetoric in American higher education; Gloh#allgit, who
analyzes the rhetorical strategies of Jane Addams; and Paula J. Giddingsnsgiters the
rhetorical ethos of Ida B. Wells during her anti-lynching campaign, amithegs. Whereas

some of these archival scholars such as Kates and Hollis offer implicatiomgpforing
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pedagogy, others simply offer new ways to theorize feminist contributionsttmyhiThese
efforts in archival research constitute only a start in such a rich field of ynquir

Considering the goals of this project, | place myself among the above aresieaichers
as a scholar seeking to reintroduce a voice that has long been neglected in ordekimomake
an addition to the historical rhetorical tradition shared among women. Moreovevaanequiry
provides a provocative means of investigating, understanding, theorizing, andipgetbe
voices of those women who have formerly not been included, and Nellie Bly is worthghof su
inclusion. Nellie Bly's writing helps to provide for a renegotiation and recoraida of female
contributions to rhetoric.

Several scholars argue that investigating women'’s rhetorical lwatndns through
archival inquiry is a burgeoning area of academic pursuit (Johnson; Bizzell, Eatsigly;
Donawerth; Jarratt; Lunsford; Glenn). In order to achieve what Cheryl Gdéams to as
“remapping the history of rhetoric,” these researchers agree thalltheihg concerns need to
be addressed if women are to receive a proper place within the rhetoricariradit

1. The catalyst for rhetorical inquiry must surpass mere civic, agodisticurse to

include alternative modes of expression used by women rhetors.

2. Scholarly investigation to discover primary sources and evidence must intensif

increase the availability of a more representative body of texts.

3. This increased corpus of evidence must include non-traditional sources that provide

insight to the oral and literate practices of women.

4. Historians of rhetoric must create methods of research and analysiglthaiwde a

more sensitive accounting of primary material than current historical metlevds

designed to yield (Enos 65).
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To further emphasize the urgency and relevance of this scholarship, CarogMatbncurs

with those who argue for the relevance of women writing within the rhetorachdion:
My work with nineteenth-century primary texts has convinced me that more time
to explore extant texts can alleviate many of the apprehensions assaiiated
this new research. Further time to recover, evaluate, and make meaning from
additional information will allow for a more complete picture of women's
rhetorical history. In addition, a greater breadth of knowledge will allow us not
only to add figures to a more inclusive tradition, but also to redefine what counts
as evidence in evaluating rhetoric and rhetoricians. In this way we mag area
more complete, honest, and interesting picture of the rhetorical tradition.
(“Telling” 99)

Although Nan Johnson argues that pedagogical materials for rhetoricaldsiatited
American women to the domestic sphere as their proper rhetorical spateaBlexception
because her investigative reporting dismisses domesticity to embedtes formerly
inaccessible or inappropriate for middle class women to discuss. Thus, By wresents
space for a rhetorical investigation, and this investigation of a heret@&fglected rhetorical
space makes Bly’'s work all the more relevant to rhetoric and compositiodisatantled the
pervasive cultural mindset of what was “acceptable” for women to discuss astthteshnew
topics for writing women, sparking a new journalistic movement.

Scholars such as Richard Enos, Carol Mattingly, Cheryl Glenn, and Nan Johnsohatgree t
the study of the rhetoric of historical women is necessary for our fieldstiderMason
Sutherland also posits that future research projects should include the study abtteathe

theories of historical women (109). Furthermore, selections of Bly's sacti@ist rhetorical
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texts do not appear in Patricia Bizzell and Bruce Herzberg's second edifibe &hetorical
Tradition, nor does the work of many other female rhetoricians. But as Patricia Banelhg
others, has suggested, new methodologies must be derived from the rhetorticagpoac
marginalized rhetors to expand what constitutes the rhetorical canon (195).
Discussion of the Theoretical/Methodological Framework

Richard Enos provides a succinct and applicable methodology that allows women to
achieve authorial ethos and to gain recognition within the field. He calls thesdoédgy
“rhetorical sequencing” that operates as a heuristic “to facilitaterital research on women in
the rhetorical tradition” (65). According to Enos’s sequencing method, which he bases on a
archaeological motif, the following steps must be completed in order to reeagformerly
overlooked feminist historical contribution:

1. Discovery: Uncovering or excavating extant/archival materialstfmty and analysis.

2. Reconstruction: Understanding and reconfiguring the meaning of the texdfartifa

within its social and historical milieu, i.e. unearthing its “rhetoricalagion.”
3. Analysis: Examining the actual discourse as it was presented.
4. Display: Sharing and exhibiting the artifact/text through its reconsttycesence and
analysis in order to make the text relevant to a present-day audience (74-76).

Nellie Bly’s texts have largely not been discovered, reconstructed, athadyme
displayed. However, some scholars are pursuing an interest in Bly’Stfelars who are
currently studying Bly include Brooke Kroeger and Jean Marie Lutes, teitdas been said
about Bly’'s contributions in terms of her relation to the rhetorical traditions inetldeof

rhetoric and composition. This is the gap that my research seeks to fill. Tagtiedoinclusion
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of archival work on Bly’s texts and her development of a purely feminist rhdtoraxde outside
of the realm of domesticity should prove beneficial to the field of rhetoric andasition.

As a locus for rhetorical inquiry, the work of Nellie Bly contributes gydatkhe
rhetorical landscape of the Progressive Era and of women writing durme avtien the closed
doors of opportunity far outnumbered those opened to them. Men, particularly white men,
dominated the rhetorical landscape, and women’s attempts to negotiate thigrsheid/upon
which their feet hesitantly trod left them often jarred by defeat, disgu$tliadain for their
attempt at the available means of persuasion. However, Nellie Bly dthpte shaky
grounds by planting her feet firmly in the rhetorical landscape, as she wrdife beldly upon
the pages of newspapers to a loyal audience of men and women alike.

To elucidate the trajectory of the project as a whole and to map Bly'sateite locus of
my work, | share the following chapter descriptions to forecast or diregassage or map of
my text. My second chapter consists of the first step of Richard Enos’s aprohetotical
sequencing by discovering the work of Nellie Bly. | provide the historicddraand to Nellie
Bly’s work and writing, including her pursuit of journalism as a career. Thi®seedso
delineates her achievements by providing evidence of the rich archival sexscef her
writings that prefaced the piece that truly made her a household name: “Teim Rdyiad-
house,” the story that introduced her stunt reporting approach to journalism and marked her
discovery as a woman in journalism.

The third chapter follows the second step of Enos’s approach to rhetorical sequgncing b
reconstructing Bly’'s contributions. This chapter provides evidence for theidaétmarriers and
prejudices that Bly sought to overcome, as this chapter securely placggHshyher historical

context as a woman writing in the Progressive Era. This chapter eludluatastorical
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tradition of male journalists, against whom Bly had both to define and distinguisk.Heals®
consider the journalistic achievements of those women who preceded Bly’'s world, @s we
those women writers who confined their writing tasks solely to the realm of tioitlyegas was
expected of them. By discussing the women writers of her time, | cast Blygamer
contemporaries to examine how she possessed a rhetorical ethos that was fitdfarenost of
them, thus marking her individual contribution to rhetoric.

The fourth chapter follows the third step of Enos’s approach to rhetorical sequbpcin
analyzing Bly’s contributions to the field of rhetoric and composition. This asalyibe done
with a consideration of her authorial ethos, her negotiation of self in her writing, and he
subsequent rhetorical achievements through her writings that helped promps$tvegeea
reform. This chapter will offer a close reading of Bly’'s major worksirtsegg primarily with
her investigative exposé of the mad-house, but also including her testimony followtnig her
around the world in seventy-two days, and ending with her reports from the front linesldf W
War |.

The concluding fifth chapter follows the final step of Enos’s approach to rtedtori
sequencing by displaying Bly’s contributions to the field of rhetoric and congusithis
display will be achieved by answering these questions:

1. Why are women’s Progressive Era texts mostly absent from discussibesoric

and composition when this period (and the writing/rhetorical modes of the period)
spurred such activism as the women'’s suffrage movement and civic reform?

2. Specifically, why has Nellie Bly not been mentioned alongside those Progress

reformers such as Jane Addams and Ida B. Wells in rhetoric and composition

scholarship?
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3. How can the recovery of Nellie Bly’s texts add to the female rhettrachiion and
historical research within rhetoric and composition?

The fifth chapter also makes Bly’s work relevant and applicable to a preseatidiance by
defending her position in the history of rhetorical practices. | also delineatBlig@w
contributions to rhetoric encouraged women’s empowerment as writers, pdstiaslar
journalists. | discuss how her work broke down barriers and opened up opportunities of
rhetorical inquiry formerly considered inaccessible to women. | concluderisydering that as
a result of Bly’s story and legacy as “The Best Reporter in Americar,g nvomen have found
voice and empowerment to negotiate rhetorical practices and rhetoricaed gp@e denied to

them.
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CHAPTER TWO:

DISCOVERING HER STORY

To discover something seems to be sheer happenstance at times, like a nomag traveli
along and stumbling upon a hidden treasure by bumping her foot on the riches buried beneath t
sand. However, the act of discovery can also be strategic and preconceived, ttkenaned
pirate seeking out a treasure, to which he and only he has the map marked with an X. For my
discovery of Nellie Bly, I fall into the first category of the one who stumbled upgmbte
initially realizing the hidden worth of the treasure buried beneath the sand.

| was not really stumbling in the desert when | first discovered NelliglBigs perched
comfortably on my sofa watchinpopardy a popular televised trivia game show that requires
contestants to show their quick recall of facts in different categories ofldaigev Contestants
are given answers for which they must provide acceptable formulatidms gli¢stions. Each
show ends with a “Final Jeopardy” round in which contestants wager their wirtaitigg point.
The Final Jeopardy category was “Notable Women,” a topic | would have felt cosrfigent
in, had | been a contestant, and | would have wagered a hefty sum. However, |basauna
come up with the right question. The correct question given by the winning contestant was
“Who was Nellie Bly?” Although the clues given by the host mentioned the @rgyduhich

Bly had lived and the fact that she had spent ten days in a mad-house, | unfortuiatelyena
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heard of this woman; or if | had, she had been quickly forgotten, so much so that during that
episode ofleopardy, was ignorant of her name, achievements, and contribution as a notable
woman. My ignorance would not remain for long, as | consciously shifted my act @fetigc
from stumbling nomad to determined pirate. | began to remove the cover from the story of
Nellie Bly to learn about this woman whose contributions should be duly noted, but seemingly
have not been, except as they were on that episalpérdy

In Richard Enos’ methodology of rhetorical sequencing, the act of discoubey/fisst
step in investigating a previously neglected subject. Enos casts the acbweédisas an ability
to “realize the social and cultural conditions [of the subject] by identifyfirgpolitical structure,
the social patterns, and the cultural hierarchies of values. All of theseeipilid understand the
mentalities in operation” (75). To discover Bly's texts by placing them nvithis heuristic of
rhetorical sequencing, | believe that an understanding of Bly’'s persoikgirbacd must first be
achieved to make the discovery of her texts both transparent and multivalent in mé#ering
childhood, adolescence, and early adulthood experiences prior to her fame asapeewsp
reporter arguably act as the motivating force for her later wsitiagd her formative
individuation further fuels her impetus to right injustice, the common theme that peheade
work on the national scene. As a young woman determined to make a way for herssltharne
optimal circumstances, Bly’s maturation and personal choices through herlijeuthgstrate
the cultural and social conditions that she was operating against. The oppressoz aod
power dynamics of her time similarly surface in her writing, as shght®a combat societal
problems through the power of her rhetorical ethos. Thus, her background forged herathetoric
ethos. | will rely on Brooke Kroeger’'s authoritative biography of Bly edr a brief view of

Bly’s life and times.
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Bly’s story begins in the Pennsylvania town of Cochran’s Mills, where on May 5, 1864,
Elizabeth Jane Cochran, who would become Nellie Bly, was born as the thirteenth chddeof J
Michael Cochran. Bearing the name of the town where they lived, the Cochranveasvell
respected within their community. In that small Pennsylvania town, JudgeéViicbehran’s
reputation as a hardworking man of integrity provided his family with a promineitibpos
However, this position was not so easily gained. When Michael Cochran was onlgdosir y
old, his father passed away in Apollo, Pennsylvania, the place they had called honefdoag b
Michael gained renown in his namesake of Cochran’s Mills. The son of earlgemtieicentury
Irish settlers, Michael Cochran found his own way after his father’s dedtér s widowed
mother indentured him to the service of a blacksmith and butcher, Cochran learned these trade
as an apprentice. At the age of nineteen, he set up his own shop on Main Street in Apollo, taking
on his own apprentices in order that they too could learn his trade (Kroeger 3).

Soon after establishing his own shop, Michael Cochran married Catherine Murphy, a
woman who bore him ten children before her death in 1857. During the time of his marriage to
Catherine, Cochran became active in county politics, winning the election for ibe pfghe
peace in 1840. His fervor for political position was not soon extinguished, as he later
campaigned for the Pennsylvania State Assembly, but lost his bid. In 1845, Cochraregurchas
property eight miles from his hometown of Apollo in a community known as Pitts’ Mills.
Establishing a general store and assuming proprietorship of a four-s&ingilriCochran
prospered in Pitts’ Mills. He further increased his fortune by way of restbespeculation, and
only five years after moving from Apollo to Pitts’ Mills, Cochran’s politiceluence was
further solidified when he won the election to serve in the revered position of asgmtiateof

Armstrong County. In 1855, at the end of his five-year term of office, the town’s namgeth
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to Cochran’s Mills to laud Michael Cochran’s political achievements. Withitaeging of the
name came the provision of a new name for Cochran himself as well: the tiildgef (Kroeger
3-4).

In 1857, Catherine passed away. Within a year after her death, Cochran rharried t
woman whom Nellie Bly would call mother, Mary Jane Cummings. During the begineamng y
of his marriage to Mary Jane, the storms of the Civil War were threatenoahra®, who was
fifty when the Civil War began, was too elderly to enlist, but two of his sons Inefa joined
the ranks in 1861; both returned home before Bly’s birth and the war’s end, having been
honorably discharged from service. When Mary Jane married Cochran, six of Catherine’s
children were placed under her care, including the two returned veterans; hdeslegan’s
three older daughters and eldest son, all by Catherine, had married to belbgs faf their own
by that time and were not placed within Mary Jane’s household (Kroeger 4).

While the battles of the Civil War still ensued, Cochran’s Mills remaingld@d haven
free from war’s pillaging. As the war waged in other states, Mary Jane @gs@ochran had
two boys before the birth of Nellie Bly. Overjoyed with the birth of her first dieargn 1864,
Mary Jane Cochran had her newborn girl christened Elizabeth Jane byriRlele®e Lemon at
the local Methodist Episcopal Church. The name, however, never really stuckrjodda’s
daughter. Whereas most mothers dressed their baby girls in a drab g@pichfown merino
fabrics, Mary Jane did not desire common attire for her daughter. Her daughter wauk w
stand-out pink dress coupled with white stockings. In her pink garb, Mary Janeiagirl
noticed, as the soft feminine color of her dress complemented her flushed apple ehewkg
this baby a name that did stick: Pink. Brooke Kroeger adds, “From the start, Margrbomed

her daughter to know how to attract attention and revel in it. The lessons would nestt be |
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(Kroger 4-5). Pink would attract the admiration of a crowd of onlookers and readery, and b
being Pink, she would also win their hearts.

Pink’s early childhood was one of seeming joy and comfort. Her father had amadsed re
estate holdings in the amount of $57,000 by 1870, which was a substantial sum, considering that
an acre of land in Cochran’s Mills sold for a mere $30. However, in 1869, the Judge, nearing his
sixtieth year, decided to move Mary Jane and her little ones back to Apollo, theelzae first
called home. Selling some of his real estate outside of Cochran’s Mills, Godgean
purchased three acres of land where he would build his new home in Apollo. Pink at the time
was five, and she moved into the new house occupied only by those brothers and sistears that he
own mother had birthed: by this time, Catherine’s children had all entered intageayr
securing families of their own, except for one of her sons who was killed in tH&\Givi
(Kroeger 6-8).

According Brooke Kroeger, Bly’s father, the Judge, was described as being-“broad
minded and high-principled, a gentleman, cultured and polished” (8). The familgtailsbd
understood that the Judge was a lawyer, even though he had never been educated as such. His
position as associate justice of Armstrong County had provided him with opportunities ® handl
minor court cases, such as appointing township officers, collecting bail, agsgyrardianship
for orphans, and approving indemnity, but an attorney, he was not. His family also credited hi
with appreciating education for its advantages, and with providing his childrgnpassible
academic opportunity. Kroeger marks these niceties as “at best, a lovingstmmaant, and at
worst, an attempt to fabricate a more sophisticated background for the Cocheattsegnc

determined this was an advantageous thing to do” (Kroeger 8-9).
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Although Michael Cochran valued education, not one of his fifteen sons or daughters
pursued academics. None of the Cochran children is recorded to have sought out law or
medicine as a vocational calling. However, many of them did espouse the e=uejpte
determination of their father, his daughter Pink becoming a prime example.rfatbetwo
recorded testaments to the Judge’s appreciation of education are evidensgqeensdmal library
of books and his 1848 contribution of $25 to Allegheny College in Meadville, Pennsylvania.
This collegial endorsement provided a perpetual scholarship to him as well asceisdmts,
which included free tuition to Allegheny if room and board were paid. However, nalreco
exists of any of the Cochrans ever attending this college (Kroeger 9).

The house in Apollo came to be a place of abandonment for Pink and her family, as her
childhood soon shifted from one of contentment and comfort to one marked by disillusionment
and distrust. Within a year of the family’'s move and just two months after Pink tuxnadrs
beloved father, whom Pink devotedly admired, experienced a debilitating, pathigds and
quickly died. His death was a crucial turning point for young Pink, as he provided nacspecif
provision of his estate to safeguard the security of his own wife or childremn tidtpassing of
her father, Pink gradually took it upon herself to assume responsibility for thetgtaioiier
family during her adolescent years. She later believed that she coulthegitong of her
situation, and she would consistently handle adversity with this same sense ¢Kfoegger 9).

Adversity fell upon Mary Jane Cochran’s children quickly after the passirngiof t
father. Less than seven weeks after Cochran’s death, Robert Scott Cochraeshisosl by
Catherine, petitioned the Armstrong County Orphans’ Court at Kittanning toenatmainquest
to divide the estate among the Judge’s many surviving family members. Sincaitbeoh#te

property rendered it impossible to divide, his holdings were instead to be appraisaie fat
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public action under the provision of the Pennsylvania state intestate law. Amongihepte
for bid were Mary Jane’s new home in Apollo and the many parcels of land that her husband ha
acquired (Kroeger 10).

Dividing the property of such a wealthy man among children of two different wives
presented a precarious situation, and appropriating an equal distribution of assets proved
daunting considering a possible rift that might occur between Mary Jankeliseahand
Cochran’s children by his first wife. All of Judge Michael Cochran’s proevtare sold off in
less than a year following his death, and the beautiful house that Mary Jaddealsvn in
Apollo went to the town banker, Colonel Samuel Jackson, and his brother James for a mere
$2,650. The selling of all the Judge’s real estate properties totaled nearly $20@8§e(KLO).

Mary Jane received a portion of the estate referred to as “the widow’s tsrdlie was
allotted a customary dower. This portion represented a stipend on the receiptsefestate,
providing her with the interest on a third of its total value, to be paid to her twice angg&er
death. With Mary Jane Cochran receiving this third, given in albeit smadhngeits amounting
to $400 to $500 annually, the rest of her husband’s heirs were allowed to divide up the principal.
As he had fourteen surviving children, the other two-thirds of the proceeds of his holdimgs w
first to his nine children by Catherine, who, as adults, were provided their portiaghQuri
modest sum of $1,000 each: The funds to be allotted to Mary Jane’s five minor childran still i
her care were placed under the provision of Colonel Samuel Johnson, the banker who was now
the owner of their former home in Apollo. Johnson would administer that portion to Mary Jane’s
children once they became of age (Kroeger 10-11).

The Cochrans, especially Mary Jane and her young children, were at agstartli

disadvantage economically following the Judge’s death. As a means of firmngiahl, Mary
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Jane claimed a yearly allowance from the allotment of funds that had beesndsefior her

children to receive from Johnson upon reaching the age of accountability. With thesiafunds
addition to her “widow’s third,” Mary Jane had a total income of roughly $16 a week lvdrile
children stayed in her household, but that amount would decrease to a little less than %10 a wee
once her children had grown and moved on. This amount equated to a bit more than the wage
earned by a well-paid factory worker at the time. Although this income coultenetderstood

as being an indigent situation for the widow Cochran, even by 1870s standards, this dramatic
shift from riches to seeming rags marked a pronounced decline for one of Apollo’slyorme

most affluent families. Their change in status was also evident when comparimguse that

the Judge built in Apollo to the house that Mary Jane purchased for $200 after the Apollo home
was sold; Mary Jane’s move from a 10,000 square foot home to a 1,000 square foot residence
unfortunately symbolized how her standard of living shifted dramatically folloténg

husband’s death (Kroeger 11-12).

Leaving her small new house and entering the schoolhouse in Apollo with classrooms
serving both primary and high school students, Pink studied only four months out of the year,
which was customary during the time. Pink did not excel as a scholar, and she ofte@ beca
noticed more for her riotous outbursts in the classroom and less for her acadeevieraehts.

The disruptive nature of her home life and the absence of a father figure could peagiole for
Pink to act out in school, but she was later to describe herself from her ownctenudlef
childhood as a studious child, always crafting stories that she wanted to share Witnte
(Kroeger 13-14).
In January of 1873, when Pink had reached the age of nine and her father had been dead

for two and a half years, she witnessed the marriage of her mother to a thaddukihn
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Jackson Ford, known as Jack. This marriage placed an indelible mark on Pink’s life, as she
learned from Ford’s deplorable behavior all that a father should not be. Mary Jafetywa
three at the time of this marriage, and considering her dire circumstsaasidowed woman
trying to raise five children on a paltry income, having a husband seemed morsipgahman
the circumstance of being alone. The vows were exchanged, and Mary Jane becadan®lar
Cummings Cochran Ford. Marrying a man who had served in the Civil War and had panned fo
gold in the 1850s, Mary Jane made a disastrous choice in selecting Ford, whoseassetis|
were worth only $400 (Kroeger 15).

Not only was Ford a belligerent man, but he was also an abusive alcoholic. Afyer Ma
Jane and Ford had been married for a difficult five years, she attendedlafdmgton at the
Methodist Episcopal Church against her husband’s wishes on New Year’'s Eve. Bent on
punishing her for disrespecting him, Ford arrived at the holiday celebratiopletely
inebriated, pointing a loaded pistol at Mary Jane. Announcing his intent to kill her, Ford wa
forcefully subdued by Mary Jane’s eldest son Albert and two other members of ginegadion
while Mary Jane fled to safety. Although Mary Jane and Ford reconciledadeks later, the
couple remained together for only nine more months. By the end of September 1878, Ford dined
with the family for the last time. An argument erupted during the dinner, and Ford belyagn hur
furniture and insults at Mary Jane and her children. His atrocious behavior contittugai
next day when he returned in a heated rage to point a loaded pistol again at Marynlaard P
her older brother Albert bravely stood between their mother and the loaded gun, bFarkiisg
advances while their mother escaped to safety out the front door of their home. Tles chitdr
closely behind, longing to escape from the man who for close to six years had beeq maithi

torment to their lives (Kroeger 18).
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After the family’s departure to safety, Ford confined himself to the housiegrell the
windows and doors shut, entering and exiting the house solely through an upper story window.
After a week following Ford’s bellicose antics, Mary Jane was findllg to enter the house to
remove some of her remaining belongings, finding that Ford had left her home in &rtaydis
After collecting her things, Mary Jane rented another house for her famdy-ord left town.

On October 14, 1878, Mary Jane bore the brunt of much town gossip in Apollo when she
resolved to sue Jack Ford for a divorce in the Armstrong Court of Common Pleas. May Jane
case was one of only fifteen divorce cases handled that year in Armstrong, avaitiuaty
population of 40,000. And of those fifteen cases, only five involved the plaintiff being the wife
To elucidate the sheer rarity of divorce, a mere eighty-four divorces warted in that court
over the ten-year period of the 1870s, which is, surprisingly, double the number of the previous
decade (Kroeger 19).

Mary Jane’s divorce hearing featured two of her five children as witnessed plathe
stand to testify to the horror of her marriage: the two providing testimony wereud Albert.
In addition to her children, eleven friends and neighbors voiced those injustices thaaMary J
had endured as they shared, under oath, descriptions of Ford’s malicious and threatening
behavior toward his wife. On June 3, 1879, Mary Jane’s divorce was finalized, and although
divorce would mar Mary Jane with a shameful societal stigma, her resolve theeve
connection to Ford is commendable. Embodying a resolute devotion to her mother, Pink, at age
fifteen, assumed the role of her protector and champion following the divorce, arfabtigkir
was a profound union which Mary Jane nurtured and cherished. The former situation of
domestic turmoil between Mary Jane and Ford taught Pink much about the necesdity of sel

reliance, proving to her that financial and emotional security are best foundilmoe’g own
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determination and intuition, not from the stability a man or marriage might provitdee T
husbands had not insured Pink’s beloved mother with emotional, personal, or financial safety;
therefore, as the fifteen-year-old daughter of a woman stigmatyzedrce, Pink determined

to support her mother as well as herself by entering into a career she vigwefitaisle. Pink
thought teaching seemed the fitting and reputable choice for a young girl, adchpsahool

was the next step to foster this new career path (Kroeger 19-21).

Before leaving Apollo to attend the boarding school only fifteen miles from heg,hom
Pink met with Colonel Samuel Jackson, the executor of the money allocated to her from her
father’'s estate. Tuition, room and board totaled $75 per term at the State Nchoall &

Indiana, and Pink knew that her divorced mother would be little help in covering this sum. In
meeting with Jackson, Pink wanted assurance from Jackson in knowing that her refuadsng

would be sufficient to cover the three-year stint that was required to complétatheng

curriculum. The total cost of her course of study until her graduation would roughly atfmount

over $400, but Jackson assured her that the funds would suffice. Signing her regisinatias f
guardian, Jackson urged Pink to attend this school, as he also happened to be an appointee to the
school’s board of trustees (Kroeger 22-23).

In the fall of 1879, Pink enrolled in the Indiana State Normal School as “Elizabeth J
Cochrane,” embracing this new environment with the hopes of redefining hexséléa
circumstances. She left behind what she viewed as her childish nickname Pigtnfore, she
added an additional vowel to the end of her name in the normal school’s ledger. By adding the
silente, Elizabeth may have coincidentally created intentional confusion by aligensg|f not
with the twice-widowed, now-divorced Mary Jane Cochran, but with one of the most affluent

families in Apollo, the Cochranes, a family of successful attorneys, bearimjation to the
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former Judge Michael Cochran or his descendants. But on paper with the addition diethat let
Elizabeth Jane Cochrane may have judiciously sought to erase her faariyés affiliation
with Jack Ford and the stigma of those divorce proceedings that occurred only six nedoits
Elizabeth’s admittance into school. Elizabeth’s two other brothers, Albert ang<;Hallowed
their sister’s lead in similarly changing the spelling of theirmashe as well, and Mary Jane was
to join suit in the years to follow (Kroeger 24-25).

As Elizabeth’s first term in school neared its end, she became concerned alstatethe
of her finances. She wrote to Jackson to inquire if he would provide her with some money from
her trust in order that she could return home to speak with him about her remaining funds.
Jackson had paid her first term schooling debts by removing funds directly frorasteand he
also provided her with a total of three $10 checks, also from her trust, for spending mémey
also sent her the money that she had requested in order to speak with him about the state of he
finances. Although Jackson had initially promised Elizabeth that her trust wofite $afcover
her schooling until graduation, upon her return, he reported that her funds had run out. hElizabet
was flabbergasted, feeling as if she had been swindled by a man who had hsstinat her
finances would not pose a problem. As a trustee of the school, as one of the weadthiast m
Apollo, and as her guardian, Jackson could have negotiated a means to allow Elizadteth to r
and complete her schooling, but he failed to do so, neither feeling inclined nor willisgjgb a
her in this way (Kroeger 24-25). This difficult experience provided Elizabdtharxstrong desire
to right an injustice she felt had befallen her as a result of Jackson’s imigd€hater,
Elizabeth Jane Cochrane sued Colonel Samuel Jackson for the misappropriation and
mismanagement of her funds. However, she decided to drop the case when she realized how

little she could actually gain from it.)
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Without the funds to continue her education, Elizabeth resolved not to complete any of
her first term final exams, and she withdrew from boarding school. The schoal feictirat
semester in 1879 reports no grades for Elizabeth J. Cochrane. Upon her withanavtbefr
school, her hopes of becoming a teacher were dashed, as was her experiencmalith f
education. She decided that she would seek employment through other means, and she
considered that Jackson’s mishandling of her finances was a situation thétt siheuld best
remain untold. Her mother knew the truth of the situation, as she commiserated with her
daughter concerning Jackson’s misappropriation of the trust, but having to explain the
misunderstanding between herself and Jackson, one of the wealthiest and most infieaenta
Apollo, to her other family members and friends seemed shameful and at best to be avoide

After Elizabeth Cochrane achieved fame under her pseudonym Nellie Blfeowszars
later, a newspaper account of her past schooling shared a much different pietigmet®from
the truth of the matter. The story explained that Miss Cochrane had spent ovearsvatyhe
Indiana Normal School, and nearing the completing of her teaching curriculunejIshevith a
heart condition. According to the article, her physician alleged, “One yead\s \wbuld
probably cost the girl her life” (qtd. in Kroeger 29). The article lauds Bhg&ntions of desiring
to continue her studies but notes that such efforts surely would not be worth her death.
Determining whether the writer of this article received his/her infoomdrom Bly herself or
from Mary Jane Cochrane is uncertain, but regardless of the source, the truth ofthetmshior
Indiana boarding school was intentionally withheld from her avid readership oncehghedc
fame. Casting Bly's removal from formal education as a health matteachet a financial one

added an element of sentimentalism with which readers were more likely patsyre.
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After Elizabeth’s return from boarding school, Mary Jane moved her family of five
children from Apollo to the town of Allegheny City, Pennsylvania’s third largéstroear
Pittsburgh. Specific reasons for Elizabeth’s inability to find work during éarsyin Allegheny
City cannot be known. Although indications are that she served sometimes as a tuyprmann
housekeeper, she was unable to secure steady, gainful employment betweendhsizigen
and twenty while in the Pittsburgh area. Elizabeth’s financial prospects wezdiaputed, and
considering the fate that marriage had brought her mother, she professedentodeairy.
However, her less-educated brothers were able to secure positions in whitgbslwith little
difficulty, and Elizabeth realized that her inability to find work was a salciejustice facing her
as a woman, an injustice that she felt might aauaytwoman looking for work in the male-
dominated public sphere of a rapidly-growing Pittsburgh (Kroeger 30-33).

As Elizabeth Cochrane bemoaned the state of the job market for women, the newspape
industry blossomed in the city of 60,000 that she now called home. Pittsburgh’s pratsesf
seven rival daily newspapers that remained in print for fifty years follothi@gnd of the Civil
War. One of Elizabeth’s favorites waike Pittsburg Dispatcfwhich spelled the city’s name
without theh during this time), whose pages held only one featured female columnist, Eizabe
Wilkinson Wade, whose pen name was Bessie Bramble. Bramble wrote womae'st inte
stories, but was also a strong advocate for women’s advancement. Her malgadusiiEne
Pittsburg Dispatctwas Erasmus Wilson, the author of prized editorials and one of the city’s
most renowned newspaper columnists. His “Quiet Observations” column illddtrateumble,
honest intellect and sympathetic slant, but his reputation among women began to emne wh
Wilson wrote sardonically concerning women’s increasing presendd®ofthe home

(Kroeger 34-35).
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Erasmus Wilson's articles addressing the “Woman QuestioRfiénPittsburg Dispatch
caused Elizabeth Cochrane to enter the field of newspaper journalism. Writifgcalbg on
the role of women in society in a crotchety diatribe, Wilson goaded every womahup ta
this sphere business” and think of “her home [as] a little paradise, . . . playing tbéagagel”
(gtd. in Kroeger 35). Relegating women solely to the home as their proper spheoa, Wdie
to assuage the plight of an “Anxious Father” desiring advice to help him manage figaiadm
daughters between the ages of eighteen and twenty-six, all still livinghotsehold. In
addressing the “Anxious Father,” Wilson failed to provide a concrete ansvesitify the
concern this worried parent expressed. He rather argued that a society shathie iiestability
of conditions in which parents fail to rear men who are honorable and industrious enough to
assume the role of provider (thus fit to take a wife). Likewise, society shcolthatent a
situation when parents similarly fall short in training women to be domestic, nyatyyges who
can take on the role of submissive nurturer (thus fit for a husband) (Kroeger 36).

Wilson posited that a woman who opted to live outside of her proper sphere was none

other than a “monstrosity” and “abnormity.” His conceptualization of the “fagner lsegrudged
a woman in breeches as representing not only a threat of emasculation but alsocrabhddit
danger to gender roles, as she sought to usurp certain duties that Wilson argued were
“bequeathed solely to him [or all men in general] by heaven” (gtd. in Kroeger 39). Wilson
further discounted women’s humanity by asserting as a tongue-in-cheeglexdrheir
expendability that female infants in China are killed or sold into slavery hyf#tleers “because
they can make no good use of them. Who knows but this country may have to resort to this

sometime” (qtd. in Kroeger 36). This testament roused much anger from fenaies iéehing
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to prove that Wilson’s views were not only wrong and unfair but also offensively so @€roeg
36-38).

Wilson’s almost laughable and caustic dialogue with “Anxious Father” gexerzany
heated replies that were mailed to Bispatchfrom his offended female readership. Among
these was a letter addressed to Wilson signed by one who had no such father to wothgabout
state of her affairs, a young woman whose plight Wilson had dismissed atodetnely
Orphan Girl” had dashed off a hastily written rebuttal to contradict whatashes Wilson’s
myopic views on womanhood. This letter was Elizabeth Cochrane’s first piemd tf tross
the desk of a newspaper editor. George Madden, newly hired to the position of madaging e
of The Pittsburg Dispatclfelt the letter expressed a sincerity of tone and a genuineness of spirit
that impressed him, and he surmised that this writer would be able to learn tlo¢ meafspaper
writing quickly with a bit of proper training. Madden shared this document with Wilsonhand t
two men agreed that this “Lonely Orphan Girl” with her candor and unique slant pnogtet
advantageous to the Sunday edition of their publication. On Saturday, January 17, 1885, an
announcement appeared in igpatch’sletters to the editor column asking the “Lonely Orphan
Girl” to come forward. The very next day, an excited Elizabeth Cochrane, wiraahed fr
climbing four flights of stairs to reach the newsroom, entétexlDispatchio embark on a
career that would render her a legend (Kroeger 38-39).

Only a short week after Cochrane entereddlspatchnewsroom to declare her identity
as the “Lonely Orphan Girl,” her first piece was published on page 11 of the Sunday paper.
Madden had decided not to print Cochrane’s letter to Wilson that initially had daske
intrigue; furthermore, he reasoned that having Cochrane draft her own tarcolietinue

Wilson’s ignited discussion of “the woman’s sphere” would prove better suited for the
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readership. Cochrane entitled her first contribution “The Girl Puzzle,” whicheska fitting
title, having been written by a woman viewing herself as an orphan girl. édsimo this
position considered outside of the woman’s sphere by sheer chance or providen@meCochr
found herself having to negotiate a complex girl puzzle in her writing: comptaxube she
knew that her response to the woman question could either secure her employness berer
name from the newspaper’s bylines (Kroeger 41).

In her thoughtful article, Cochrane’s text harkens back to the primary questiahljyose
“Anxious Father” concerning what he should do to secure provision for his many unmarried
daughters. Cochrane addresses the question through her situated, persondhnireanthe
coaxes her readers not to consider the “Anxious Father’s” situation in light ofpiinteged
women who have security in affluent families or through wealthy husbands, but ¢ ireftead
on those “underprivileged” women without financial means, personal attractivensssyant
workplace skills. Those are the women who would most fit the pieces of what Cochsane wa
exploring as the girl puzzle. Those are the women without the possibility of wankuivihe
hope of marriage, and without the means to do anything personally to rectify teesitaitions.
Those are the women for whom Cochrane wrote and would continue to write throughout her
career, viewing herself as also being one of them, the orphaned, abandoned, amgghdistrau
(Kroeger 41).

In addressing those disenfranchised women, “The Girl Puzzle” provides aadietor
space for Cochrane to illustrate the scarcity of work for young women ahdreowhat had
been her own dismay for the four years she sought employment in AlleghgnysGe
describes schools, factories, and stores as being overrun with those womegisgdoeeany

form of employment and often finding every position already filled by malbe.diScusses
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those idled girls whose ailing and aging parents depend upon them to help with Expiiases
but find their daughters without any available means to provide. Arguing that younmgw
should be provided with the same opportunities as young men, Cochrane explains that young
women could serve as messengers and “office boys” equally as well, andslogestons why
women were not already serving as conductors on Pullman cars. She furthsesltlastrich for
ignoring the quandary of the female destitute while the wealthy spend mdreiopets in a day
than a struggling female worker may manage to make in a week. Cochrane paiakspechlee
to answer the “Anxious Father’s” question, but she does so as the voice of expesiemee, a
who has stood in the lines being turned away from every opportunity (Kroeger 41-42). This
experiential form of writing would soon become her trademark style, but it wouldutaker
shape under the guise of stunt reporting, as she would later undergo great riplesiemee

what would become the news.

Madden personally edited Cochrane’s first article, which she signed d@@hl”; he
gave her money for her work and asked that she write another piece for hinecétet piece
focused on a topic with which Cochrane also had some unfortunate familiarity:edivorc
Cochrane’s viewpoints on divorce were as equally spirited as her thoughts on the workplac
doldrums and economic dead ends women faced. Cochrane reasons in her articleMatitled “
Marriages” that marriage and divorce laws should be amended; Cochrane twwadattiliar
with the circumstances that her mother faced in securing her divorce from Jdckriebshe
wrote with an impassioned fervor to establish safeguards to prevent what happlesechother
from happening to other women (Kroger 42-43).

In speaking on this highly stigmatized topic of divorce, Cochrane calls for thopkes

engaged to be married to disclose all relevant information that may make thatahlago be
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wed to their betrothed before their matrimony. For example, she encourages gr@aimst it if
they are addicted to alcohol or other vices, prone to violent tendencies, or unablegeo se
dependable work; likewise for women, Cochrane urges that the women expréssyitafe not
adept at household tasks or not angelic in demeanor. Although these assertionsRligslose
naiveté, her belief that engaged couples might actually reveal theseefimehhnd, the article
urges couples to fully disclose their weaknesses or shortcomings publicly hefonarriage.
This disclosure would either discourage the couples from marrying in the fest(blecause of
the revelation of their true inadequacies) or encourage the couples foaddterdivorce when
their vices were revealed (because they could accuse each other of Hengstls Cochrane
also contends that it should be made a crime for those betrothed to share falséianf@inoat
their personal history. Furthermore, Cochrane reasons that if an engagedicuipses every
possible vice and personal flaw before they are married, then after thageaneither of them
would be prevented from pleading that they were ignorant of their spouse’s true irtdegqua
thus facilitating a divorce. In sharing the worst of their natures befoecthal wedding, a
husband and wife would then know what to anticipate “until death do they part” (Kroeger 42).
Scaffolding her argument with prevailing gender stereotypes in this secmhe ar
Cochrane cast man as the provider and woman as the domestic angel. Cochrane positioned m
and women in these traditional roles to reflect how men and women were defined iniurat cul
milieu, but “Mad Marriage” poses a paradox to today’s reader when compdheldenfirst
piece, “The Girl Puzzle.” When positioning the two articles in dialogue, é\ethat Cochrane
was completely opposed to marriage as an institution at this point in her lifeehdistically
challenging men and women to provide all evidences of personal deficit beforageashe

wishes to dissuade them from becoming involved in a union in the first place. If men want
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women to be angels and women need men to be providers, then Cochrane seems to reason that
when these roles are not defined as such in a marriage, then divorce is more likelerHmwve

her first article, she encourages young girls to take on the roles of ggemgo be industrious

in finding work by usurping those positions formerly held by men. If women are takiregg thes
positions in the workforce, as Cochrane suggests in her first article to helprtkiets Father”

with his daughters, then these workingwomen will not be mastering the skills ofesrtadoer

and thus will be unable to find a husband, especially if the service of homemaking is #mg prim
necessity that a man is desirous of in a wife at that historical moment.

Cochrane’s article on divorce sparked controversy, which Madden relished, but more
importantly, her second piece landed her a permanent position on the $tadfRittsburg
Dispatch Her starting salary was five dollars a week, which was a bit more thaactheyfgirls
of the time were making. Before “Mad Marriages” rolled off the preddadden figured that
“Orphan Girl” needed a more fitting byline as the greenest member daffis Blizabeth
Cochrane would not do, as it was custom of the time that women writing on newspaper staff
were to keep their true identities private by using a pseudonym instead. diitey €ochrane’s
piece on divorce, Madden asked for suggestions for Cochrane’s new name byhyeliemuest
out to the newsroom floor. Other writers and staff provided many possibilitiedie'Bg}”
being among those offered. Madden made his decision, and Nellie Bly was chosen agethe na
by which Elizabeth Jane “Pink” Cochrane would be known in print. The spelling differad fr
the “Nelly Bly” of the song that Stephen Collins Foster, one of Pittsburgh’s own, il ma
famous thirty-five years earlier. Both Nelly Bly, the song, and NBIl\e the writer, originated
from Pittsburgh inspirations; other than their dual “birthplace,” the two bear nocoieection

(Kroeger 43-44).
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Before moving forward in detailing Bly’s career, | would like to return to &srsng
disparity between Bly’s negotiation and representation of conventionalrgeheiein her first
two articles. | think the disparity was deliberate, and can be explained bgihg newly
appointed to the staff athe DispatcHollowing the publication of her first piece and by her
recognizing that securing employment would prove more important to her future thergvoi
her true convictionsArguing to defend the plight of workingwomen, Bly, in her first article,
offers a more progressive agenda, spurring young women to assume the rolesnofiraen i
workforce, an article she signed with an epithet of anonymity as “Orphhah Gnis revision of
gender roles for women in her first piece may be consistent with the understanaing of
orphaned young lady seeking employment, but when figuring out how to represeritriotras|
“Orphan Girl” but as “Nellie Bly,” her views of marriages and divorces aveemonsistent with
the prevailing and normalized gender roles of her day. Thus, in her second piece, B
paradoxical representation of women'’s roles assumes a slant that she theugtdded to
impress her editors, secure her position, and maintain the status quo.

As part of George Madden'’s staff, Elizabeth Cochrane, now assuming her newspaper
pseudonym, returned in her third article to the topic that she had raised in hérdigisition
of underprivileged, destitute working women. In this third piece, entitled “Peiflatlss,”
however, she negotiated the topic from a different angle, an angle more fittidgllie Bly to
elucidate rather than “Orphan Girl.” Rather than describing the toil or ins asdfdbese
women’s monotonous work, Bly decided to write about how they would spend their time when
their work was done. Focusing on life “after-hours,” Bly explains how these poor
workingwomen engage in a practice known as “catching a mash.” This “mashing” inaolved

workingwoman who would casually meet a man, maybe even a stranger, on tharstreatisy
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Pittsburgh street. After meeting, they go to a bar together, both becoonipietely inebriated.

In their drunken stupor, the two would sometimes, to use the euphemism or sexual idiom of the

day, “fall” (Kroeger 45). To be sure, this practice disrupted the conventiodsatfiwvomanhood
and the possibilities for these women to find husbands. The hazards of this practicelent in
the testimony of a young woman whom Bly interviewed for her article [(RerPaths, ” as the
woman’s story illustrates that she views her life as inconsequential bémausgutation is
tainted.

With a knack for asking just the right question, Bly elicited a response frauray
woman for her article that would truly elucidate the life that workingwomenl fas¢hey sought
to escape from the doldrums of work by becoming “man-mashers.” Bly askg,d@Wou risk
your reputation in such a way?” In Bly's account, the young woman replies:

“Risk my reputation! . . . . I don’t think I ever had one to risk. | work hard all
day, week after week, for a mere pittance. | go home at night tired of ladbor a
longing for something new, anything good or bad to break the monotony of my

existence. | have no pleasure, no books to read. | cannot go to places of

amusement for want of clothes and money, and no one cares what becomes of

me.” (gtd. in Kroeger 45)
This woman’s statement illustrates Bly’s ability to articulatessourceful question without
compunction, then use the answer to craft a provocative story that drew a readess iftke
candor of this testimony also speaks to Bly’s ability to elicit a sindemacanny or indecent,

response from those she interviewed. Her ability to spark genuine dialogsdirstenBly’s

desire to converse with her sources, not from a place of judgment or condemnation, but from a

position of empathy and understanding. Even from the beginning of her careewiBiyg
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drew in readers, and her ability to captivate an audience worked in her favaskdear
inadequacies in reasoning or diction (Kroeger 44-45).

Now that Bly had written on the hapless fate of the “men-mashers,” shedlezide
assume the role of a factory working girl herself. She asked Madden if sddaromstigate the
working conditions by seeking employment in the factories for her next 84agcen approved,
even allowing his newest female reporter to bring an illustrator along wito karicature her
experiences. In this series of articles entitled “Our Workshop Girls, détgg the ranks of the
factory girls, writing a total of eight articles to share the minutidnefworkday as part of the
city’s growing female workforce. Although many of the juvenile biograpfeaturing Bly’'s
stint as a factory worker cast this series as her attempt to unveil thiel spvalonments of the
factories, her factory worker stories held no such report. Bly’s eigbieartauded the factories
for cleanliness, efficiency, congenial supervisors, and reasonably enjoydiele (Kroeger 46).
The appeal of these articles was not to reproach factory owners for prgyading/orking
conditions, but to cast factories as places where women were safe, whepaititegdinful
employment, and where they enjoyed going to work.

These articles mirrored the drive of newspaper reporters at the timeoto fodir
editors’ mandates and report faithfully only that which they had experienstdhfd.
However, Bly had not yet honed that skeptical, critical mindset that would mature ¢eaga
writer. To be sure, newspapers at this moment in history had not yet become bent on
investigation and exposé, as would be their favored approaches in a few years.t@abme
through her stint in the factories, Bly came to realize that a “man-mawsiiggnt share juicy
snippets at the boarding house where she resided with little fear of id¢iotifjdaut when she

was asked questions in front of her factory manager on recofthéolPittsburg Dispatclha tight
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lip would be the only response. For Bly to become known as “The Best Reporter in America
she needed to craft a different journalistic slant to uncover the most rivetiograis (Kroeger
48).

Once Bly’s two-month factory worker series had ended, Madden decided tctééire
columns to address the female readership more specifically; she vpsedsbie women'’s
interest news story, which included topics such as fashion, society, gardening, ansl. tie
these columns, Bly discussed numerous issues that Madden suggested she follow, but she
detested writing on these subjects. Occasionally, she could convince Maddenntavigehe
something of more general interest, for example, an interview with a veteradagadis
service in the Civil War; or with a doctor concerning the new malady of hay, faMeMadden
was prone to give Bly stories that stifled her spunk and left her using bogetplatsuage her
disgust. At the end of January in 1886, Bly had had as much as she could take of the women'’s
interest story. Leaving Pittsburgh with her mother, the two departed on a jotaheyotld
allow Bly to write forThe Dispatclon location. She had decided to shift her approach and write
from her experiences as a freelance journalist. Madden reluctgnégd to her idea to write
abroad because Bly was resolute in her determination and refused to accept “naissen
On February 21, 1886, a new headline appeared on the pagke &ittsburdgDispatch “Nellie
In Mexico” (Kroeger 56)

Bly’s tour of Mexico lasted six months, and during that time she presented Iersaif
column as an American woman in an un-American place. Her writing, however, sodggel
the stereotypes that she thought unjustly characterized the Mexican culturepled $be
represented the country in a factual manner, sharing narratives about thés gedpte, values,

customs, and politics. Bly’s tour of Mexico proved advantageous to her understandirig of sel
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censorship, as she learned to emphasize the positive aspects of a culture wimilenst with
candor, remaining mindful to avoid sharing anything that might result in her béewygaher
being expelled from the country because of her text (Kroeger 62-63).

At the behest of George Madden, her colleague and mentor, Bly returfiee Bispatch
after her stay in Mexico to become their theater and arts reporter. Jigisrasnt was not the
type of story that Bly believed she deserved after her stint on foreign soil, ladce#ed the
task nonetheless. As the reluctant lead culture writer, she did not find satisfaevriting that
bore such similarities to the women'’s interest stories that had motivated hpatbfoem
Madden’s newsroom in the first place. Her return, however, was not to be a longessehdn
three months following her return from Mexico, Bly, bored by her assignmentt® her last
selection fofThe Pittsburg Dispatclpublished on March 20, 1887. Bly resolutely decided not
to come in for work anymore. She left a note addressed to the man who had in some respect
inspired her writing and who also had coincidentally prompted her journalist.cdieetetter
was addressed to the “Quiet Observer,” Erasmus Wilson, and simply statedofi for New
York. Look out for me. —Bly” (qtd. in Kroeger 75).

New York City was the place where Bly truly found her niche. This place af gre
opportunity provided her with the means of becoming “The Best Reporter in Amerigth” W
her first story forThe New York Wor|Bly gained the fame she had been longing for; she was
discovered for the genuine talent that she was. And there her story as agoanashs a “stunt
reporter” truly began. Thus, New York marks the place where the next step of rthetorica
sequencing should occur: reconstruction. Now that Bly’s past has been excavated and
discovered, the reconstructionkairos, or the defining of the nuances of her rhetorical situation

as a writer coming into her own, can be re-conceptualized within her spetidiatmilieu.
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CHAPTER THREE:

RECONSTRUCTING HER STORY

As time progresses, things that are neglected, lost, or simply forgottendalisrepair.
Though once prized, these items may lose their value through years of abandohment. |
building lay in ruin, then the edifice would need either to be razed or reconstructed tke provi
space for a future site that could serve as a dwelling or business. Raziogdtmaation would
render it completely unrecognizable, a heap of rubble bearing no simidaitisyformer image.
However, reconstructing would require rebuilding what had already beerstarea, aiming to
return the structure to its original worth or aesthetic. Reconstruction wouwddmeecur if the
building project were to re-establish the integrity of the structure assiintended to exist, but
razing would only destroy the construction with no intent of returning the struotitseférmer
state.

Reconstruction acknowledges that what currently exists, be it a building or even a
history, is no longer structurally sound. The entrance may be marred with gitadfiti;
foundation may be shifting, or the dilapidated edifice may need extensive remodelmgler
for reconstruction to occur, the builder must investigate the existing stryctinether they are
political, physical, or psychological, that may have caused the building or Histdepreciate or

decline. Reconstruction involves understanding how these political, physical, ahdlpgigal
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underpinnings function as remnants that elucidate the presence of fornesrtf@atcmay have
contributed to its depreciation. For reconstruction to occur, the builder must be willing t
understand and negotiate what forces have been present, so that rebuilding is. pRsgiiolg
would promote only the complete loss and total destruction of the building or history, thus
removing its memory from the landscape.

If Nellie Bly’s writing is akin to the aforementioned building or history thags fallen
into disrepair, then the apparent deterioration has resulted not from her writing havin
depreciated in value, but rather from the product of her work having been forgotten and
neglected. The apparent need for reconstruction of Bly’s writing is the praftines neglect,
compounded by a history in which women'’s rhetoric was more often razed than re¢edstruc
making Bly’s work worthy of the sort of remapping and regendering of theryist rhetoric
called for by Cheryl Glenn (Glenn 2). To regender rhetorical history wishtaih to Bly's
contribution, reconstruction of her writing and her impetus to write should occur.

As | have earlier explained, the act of reconstruction is the second stehand_Enos’s
methodology of rhetorical sequencing. To achieve this step, Enos argues, “Our tadkshoul
re-co-create the meaning of what is uttered or written as weleaptetemology that is
generating such discourse” (70). By rearticulating the meaning at thteopaiterance, the
researcher can produce what Enos casts as the act of reconstruction, achidgllogvihg:

We must model or recreate what Lloyd Bitzer calls the “rhetoritcetsn” or
what James Kinneavy termkdiros” That is, we must reconstruct the conditions
that induce and explain why rhetoric and composition were brought into

existence. By isolating the exigencies, audience and constraints (iriBitzer
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terms), we will be able to reconstruct the context within the social dynanics

culture. (75)
Reconstructing Bly's historical context requires excavating the alituitieu that defined her
exigency as a woman writer. Enos posits that “to engage in rhetorical agyheesé must
reconstruct not only the discourse and the cultural context but also the meritaditiare
indigenous to the period” (70). By investigating the rhetorical situatiGaiors that
surrounded Bly, | hope to reconstruct her contribution as a writer and stunt reporter. T
reconstruct Bly’s legacy as a rhetorician, | will examine thoseiegipblitical, physical, and
psychological structures within her society that provide evidence of the dadtmairriers and
prejudices that Bly sought to overcome through her writing. This reconstroctting societal
opposition surrounding Bly securely places her within the historical context @manavriting
in the Progressive Era.

To describe the historical tradition of male journalists, against whom Bljpdih to
define and distinguish herself, | will examine the conventions of the male-di & of
journalism during the Progressive Era by considering the popular work of JacoBt&ulsen
Crane, and Richard Harding Davis. | will explore the contributions of these thfee m
journalists because their work is highly representative of the period and is adrtgrthee type
of journalistic story that Bly also sought to write. To regender the roleegbtirnalist, | will
also consider the journalistic achievements of those women journalists whoepr&g¢'d work
as well as those women writers who confined their writing tasks solely tedime of
domesticity, as was expected of them. By discussing the leading womes wfriber time, |
will cast Bly among her contemporaries to examine how she possessedeamdifietorical

ethos from those leading women writers and popular male journalists, thuagraeki
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individual contribution to rhetoric. | will rely on Elizabeth Burt’'s authoritativedny of the
Progressive Era as | offer a brief view of those cultural occurrenagsug®ly’s life and times.
Exploring Bly’s Cultural Milieu: Social Dynamics of Progressive Era Cuture

The Progressive Era marked a period in our nation’s history fueled by a spirit of
optimism. Shared among some politicians, intellectuals, and artists, thisrsasguit sparked
reform among those considered “progressives,” a group that historians tightwith a
common social demographic comprised primarily of well-educated, white, nulddie- native-
born Anglo-Saxon Protestants. The reform efforts of the progressivegdé@dsefyments of the
United States socially, politically, and economically, as the ProgeeEsa was a social climate
conducive to reform initiatives. During the years between 1890 and 1920, the nation’s
population, industries, technologies, and transportation increased at an exponentiasrat
industrial landscapes increasingly replaced agrarian ones, the standartgabke for some but
declined for others. During this time, immigrants experienced increasesitatiph alongside
the poor as well as ethnic and racial minorities; however, the misforturgtéspf these groups
often ignited the concern of those progressives who fought to improve the voéifiaee
destitute and downtrodden (Burt 1-2).

As the Progressive Era bolstered a national sense of fortitude, followinggni@lhant
post-Civil War developments as increased industrialization, completion oftoeasast
expansion, subduing of Native American resistance, and victorious participatiorSpathish-
American War and World War I, the atmosphere of optimism was often coupled wit
consciousness of anxiety and doubt among those without the means to initiate chandge. Despi
the strong penchant among progressives to engage in reform, the societal tenisioigsfiaam

economic panic, labor unrest, and immigration problems proved that the optimism ofethe tim
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was not without its distresses. However, those with the means to initiate redoenumited in
their belief that they possessed the wherewithal to transform society, wdmscsharply
contrasted to the earlier nineteenth-century passive viewpoint that progeeastamatic and
independent of direct human agency (Burt 1-2).

Nellie Bly was among those progressives who believed that reforntiv@sidnad
transformative power within society, and many of her newspaper artloksated her desire to
improve the situations of others through reform. Bly paid attention to the various Issues t
infused the atmosphere defining the Progressive Era. She often depicted thestfigtilers in
her writing, and her awareness of and sympathy for many Progressive Egensdmelped forge
her rhetorical ethos. Several pervasive economic and social issues, manghofveta strongly
linked to the nation’s growth and urbanization, characterized the culturalelinztled to the
Progressive Era and captured Bly’s attention as a writer. Bly wasyparty attuned to the
struggle that many encountered when seeking employment, and she wrags afsaticles
depicting the toils of poor working women in factories, and she also investigatieeatmeent of
women, whom she referred to as “while slaves,” working in paper box manufacturing.

In addition to the troubles women experienced in attempting to find work, the immigrant
population encountered a similar difficulty. Although Bly did not write spedlfiedout the
immigrant experience, she was curious about the situations they faced.sImiBBl interview
with John Cockerill, as she sought employmentreNew York Worldshe inquired if she could
sail to England, then write a story based on her return to America, posing as graimiaiboard
a ship from England. She wanted to share the journey of one coming to America to elhenicl
difficulties and challenges an immigrant had to overcome. Unfortunately, @bKeised to

let her cover what he considered to be a story too dangerous for a young woman (8sheger
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Bly’s interest in this story, however, shows her knowledge of the growing immigopulation
in America and her desire to understand their plight.

Immigrants settling in industrializing Eastern cities hoped to secureogmeht in this
nation of possibility, but because of their lack of skills (most were illgggatisants from
Eastern and Southern Europe), those who came to the Atlantic coastal regiorsnodieead
unemployed. Unfortunately, they entered a pool of laborers alongside other uresnplay
and women where the number of unskilled workers far exceeded the number of available
positions. Unable to find work, those immigrants often faced dire circumstancesuntay
that had seemingly promised them opportunities for a better life (Burt 3).

This dearth of work for many created societal troubles such as vagrancyypdsease,
and crime; and these issues were most often associated with those who had to ligiyits the
slums and who were unable to find work. Bly reported on these issues with a desferfor r
In August of 1894, she wrote about the gambling houses of Saratoga, New Yorkgea stile
considered to be “the most wicked in the country” (Kroeger 243). She described the horse
betting and gaming rooms, arguing, “crime is holding a convention there . . . and viayisgnj
a festival such as it never dared approach before” (qtd. in Kroeger 243). Elermadved
instrumental in initiating reform for that community. The follow-up report #ppeared after
her Saratoga story said, “Bly’s exposure of the evils of Saratoga hais¢doits decent citizens
with a hope for reform” (Kroeger 243). Bly sparked her readers’ desirefton, as she
determined to expose criminal activity and thereby decrease its influence

As a result of societal problems such as crime, poverty, disease, and vag@anuy,egh
established of the national citizenry reacted by supporting governmentiaticest on

immigration. For example, white workingmen along the Western seaboard unitethtthe
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Workingman'’s Party of California as a result of their fear that the Chineglel\monopolize the
job market, thus leaving the white workers facing unemployment. In 1877, the Woskiisy
Party lobbied Congress to enact legislation prohibiting Chinese immigr&esponding to the
pressure of this group as well as the concerns of those fearing the probleagsaoty, crime,
and disease that were rampant among places with a growing immigrant populatiaes€ong
passed the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882, which was the first immigration lawttorieni
nationality from entering the country: the Chinese (Burt 3, 42). Such anti-iaioigtaws came
to be seen by many as being inconsistent with American ideals and consequairtlyTimbe
sure, some viewed the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 as impeding progressivism, but this
attempt at population control illustrates how multiple issues of that era weswiotly aligned
with progressive ideologies.

In documenting her 1890 travel stunt for her béo&und the World in Seventy-Two
Days,Bly espoused a similar view of the Chinese that matched the prevailing Amattitades
of the time. When passing through China, Bly described the Chinese people amfbithge,
and generally unpleasant. Staying in China for a short time on her hurried journepnBly sl
her view with a negative depiction of the Chinese to match the prevailing pesgudld by her
American readers at the time. Bly remained a conscious observer andeugbploer readers’
views, relating to both the sympathies and intolerances held by her audience. fidstawe e
writer, she often tapped into and bolstered her audience’s prejudicial views $akthef a good
read.

Issues of the Progressive Era were often presented from seemipglsatkssides, and
Brooke Kroeger does not report on the extent to which Bly supported or opposed various of these

issues. Progressives were often prone to disagreeing among themselveal @osoeins of the
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day. For example, some rallied in favor of prohibition as a means of improving thiéyraord
lifestyles of the lower and middle classes, but others viewed prohibitioreasiation of
individual rights, arguing that if the manufacturing, selling, and purchasing of alvehel
allowed, then each person should be able to exercise his or her own discretion in its consumpti
(Burt 2). Bly’s view of prohibition, although not stated outright, is discernible in pertre
based on her visit to a homeless women'’s shelter. In describing the womenéshtdaie with
sympathy-inducing pathos, Bly quotes one homeless woman: “There’s no use lying about
Whiskey is our curse. It robs us of everything . . . then we drink to forget our migtetyin(
Kroger 286). Bly includes this quote to illustrate the dangers of a life dewtin} the reckless
abuse of alcohol, and with it, she suggests to her readers that the excessivécabelgiraves
detrimental to those in society without the control to exercise discretion.

In addition to the controversies concerning prohibition and immigration, Westward
expansion created social concerns, as the Oklahoma Indian Territory, known theflas t
frontier,” drew white settlers during the land rush of 1889. Many whites found hojpggsett
these territories, but many Native Americans found only desolation. During tlad pé
national growth, the plight of the Native American population illustrated the grinegoesce
of a nation bent on expanding its borders with little regard for those standing in its way
American military forces decimated Native American groups. Mylilasurgence, harsh living
conditions, and food shortages sped the eradication of Native American tribes. In 1886, Apache
Chief Geronimo surrendered to American forces, ending his fifteen years dbrelsid Sioux
Chief Sitting Bull was killed shortly prior to the Massacre at Wounded Knee in 1890. The
remaining Native American populations soon found themselves sequesteredviaticeser

where the federal government determined the fate of their daily mees(Burt 3).
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With the American territories spanning as far as the Pacific Ocean jafigrarand
expansionism remained part of the national agenda. Although the Monroe Doctrine of 1823 had
limited European colonization within the Western Hemisphere, the 1840s U. S. policy of
Manifest Destiny encouraged the further widening of America’s bordérsawenewed fervor.

The Hawaiian Islands came under the control of the United States in 1898, aftewthmfia
ruler was deposed and the American government gained sovereignty ovemitie istaerto
Rico and the Philippines were also annexed by the United States followingoty wicthe
Spanish-American War (Burt 3).

The American trend toward accumulating territories led to brief Americhtany
interventions in the following nations: Samoa, Panama, Nicaragua, Haiti, Santodopamd
Mexico. Such expansionism was met with much opposition among progressives. Quogenizat
were formed such as the Anti-Imperialist League, which was esdtatllin 1899. Believing that
expansionism violated both moral and practical concerns, the League considgmedtibe of
colonization to be antithetical to democracy. As the government assumed economidt@atl pol
control over lands, the League feared that this colonization would result in semanusdi
liability for the country. However, proponents of expansionism justified the edayi arguing
that gaining additional territories would create alliances for Ararriusiness ventures,
improving the living conditions of the natives and liberating them from oppressiveust unj
governmental control (Burt 3-4).

As the nation expanded, new technological advances improved the living conditions of
Progressive Era Americans. Electricity created lighting fiyrstreets and buildings, allowing
employees to work nights, thus extending the workday for many. Workers commuted to their

jobs on the elevated railways, which increased the growth of suburbs outside of indestsial ar
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Advances in communication, such as the invention of the telephone, made conversations across
distances possible through instant interaction. Automobiles replaced horse-dnaagesand
much pedestrian activity, as the motorcar increased in popularity anéretfiqiBurt 4).

As a result of the growth in the automobile industry, the construction of roads and bridges
produced national economic concerns, and public initiatives to provide adequate roadways
created substantial governmental construction projects. Gas and oil productiasad¢iges
consumers needed those resources to run the growing number of automobiles on the ndwly pave
roads. Entrepreneurs and businessmen started companies to allocate dbesesresa
demanding public. Intercontinental travel improved; a growing number of stgesmsovided
transport for immigrants or recreational travelers at lower fares, thkiagriatercontinental
transport more frequent. Despite the great benefits of these advancetsdlergated
innumerable hazards that cost the lives of many. Following imprecise navigaptaine
inadvertently drove steamships into icebergs. Automobiles collided with each othetinses
resulting in the deaths of one or more passengers. Electricity illumindeeélened street or
business, but it could also electrocute those who did not understand the danger it posed (Burt 4).

The economic climate of the Progressive Era continued to widen the gap bdteveeh t
and the poor. In 1890, just one percent of the population owned over half of the nation’s wealth,
and the problem only escalated as the nation’s capital continued to be controlledeoy fewe
By 1900, ten percent of the population owned more than ninety percent of the nation’s capital
(Burt 5). During this time, the nation’s wealth was concentrated among thedastral elite,
and their control of capital and resources left many others poverty-strickiiding African

Americans, Native Americans, and recent immigrants. Despite the seetnibgdf their
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situations, those living in abject poverty sought to demand higher wages and the megroet
their working conditions (Burt 5).

Efforts to organize workers unions, strikes, and walk-outs encouraged a spirit of
determination among those struggling to make ends meet, but when protests broke out among
workers, factory owners were quick to involve outside authorities such as the Pinkartons
private detective agency), the National Guard, or the United States Armynvbheement of
these outside forces brought the conflicts quickly to an end, an end that often resuked in t
union leader’s arrest and the strikers’ defeat (Burt 5). Bly becameaealved in one such
strike: The 1894 Pullman Strike among railroad workers. The Pullman strike grew oait of th
atmosphere of a severe economic recession that caused George M. Pullmarf tealagpfofis
workforce, while decreasing the hourly wages of his remaining emplojreessponse to the
lay offs, the union ultimately determined that no union member would work on any Pullman car
on any railroad line. With a possible paralysis of rail transport looming, Pnésiteveland
sent thousands of federal troops to intervene. Bly reported on the circumstatheestoke in
Chicago, recounting the embittered situation “to produce what would later benbared as
some of the best reporting of her career” (Kroeger 229-31).

Whereas underpaid factory workers sought justice by organizing unions or, sitflers
engaged in political activism to present their agendas on a national platformxafgle, two
political parties, the People’s Party (or Populists), founded in 1890, and the S&adlst
founded in 1901, brought issues of relevance for their parties to the forefront duramghati
conventions and Presidential debates. However, neither party succeeded teyzonigh
support that might have allowed them to disrupt the already well-established iBapainid

Democrat two-party system (Burt 5). Bly often filed newspaper repantsiioay on both
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political conventions and presidential elections; early in her career, shectwerdection of
1888; and later on in her career, she attended both the Democratic and Republican conventions
of 1912. Following the 1912 convention season, she also covered the inauguration of Woodrow
Wilson, who won the Democratic nomination and the election (Kroeger 368).

Reformers held the two-party system and political activity, in generaly sndginy.
For example, some reformers proposed that elections on the municipal level be madesaonpar
to decrease party interests. Others supported electing professional mandgehsiaistrators
in citywide elections to replace mayors and aldermen, who were electistrimt vote. As
progressives sought to reform the political process, reformers advocated magectea
provide voters with a greater say in electoral outcomes. Through initiativesfarehdums,
voters could voice their views by voting on specific concerns. Through recalls votdd take
unsatisfactory or corrupt officials out of office. The secret ballot was edoptl888, and it
decreased intimidation at the polls; by 1910, all states had opted to use this imprawgd voti
method. The Progressive Era marked a time when political trends were reMarttpe hopes
of promoting improvements in the electoral process (Burt 5-6).

Although trends to reform the political process promoted increased voter representat
the hard truth of the matter was that voter participation plummeted during the BinegEas.
Many white men who had the power to cast their votes lacked the motivation to becomedinvolve
in the electoral process. Restrictions placed on African Americans, Matiggcans, and
women left these large portions of the population unable to cast their ballottBatrab).
Although women could not vote until the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920, Bly
was involved in reporting women'’s suffragist efforts long before they resgtémeright to vote.

In 1896, Bly covered the National Woman Suffrage Convention in Washington, interviewing
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Susan B. Anthony and depicting the proceedings in such vivid details that her reladsrg fe
they were delegates attending the convention themselves (Kroger 282-88rofhessive Era
was a time of activism for women'’s suffrage, and women ultimately won the votepmegc
entrenched obstacles once hindering them from obtaining this right (Burt 6).

With the ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment in 1870, African American men had
won the right to vote, but they were largely deprived of exercising this rightic®ldhjustice
resulting from required literacy tests, poll taxes, and harsh intimidation frotesyparticularly
in the South, kept these men from exercising their right to vote. The Progressiva$a time
marked by unjust discrimination and pervasive racism for the African Amercamanity in
the South as well as the North. African Americans who remained in the South often found
themselves living as impoverished sharecroppers or tenant farmers. Those \@ld tefiee
to the North faced intense competition on the job market, vying against a growiigy amim
population also seeking employment. Jim Crow laws fostered a climate of ibgqsbschools,
buildings, and modes of transportation were designated as either being for whiteeat color
persons. Furthermore, in 1896, the Plessy versus Ferguson Supreme Court caseetegititin
promoted the segregation of the races as long as accommodations were corsegparade’ but
equal.” This segregation fueled a spirit of divisionism between the racesah# Vast for
decades to follow (Burt 6).

Dangers such as lynching and brutalization characterized the difficulg @frican
American experience during this time. Some white reformers suchtas Merk Twain and
settlement-house founder Lillian Wald attempted to improve the bleak situatiofrifcanA
Americans, but the most fervent of advocates were the blacks themselvesvofkey to

promote equality even at the risk of their own lives. Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. Du Bois,
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and lda B. Wells-Barnett were among those Progressive Era Africani@dem reformers who,
although sharply divided on how to implement reform, endorsed the advancement and equality
of their people. Despite the attempts of these reformers, the Progressire gt little
improvement in terms of race relations, but the instances of racial stripeatiide much

evidence that a race problem existed that would need to be remedied (Burt 6-7).

In addition to the race question, another societal concern during the ProgreasnasEr
what came to be called “the woman question.” In her Einist Ferment: “The Woman
Question” in the USA and England, 1870-19@0yistine Bolt discusses the woman question as
being analogous to the “root cause of feminism” defined by the societal beliéittmen and
men are physically and mentally different, and that their innate and digiaetyioned
differences warrant the enforcement of separate spheres for the $3xé8’oman and men
both reacted to this woman question with hopes of understanding and dealing with those women
who sought to disrupt conventional gender roles.

This issue of “the woman question” persisted during the first half of the twengieting
as industrialization further marked the disparate realms of the home and werkidlawever,
women, usually of the lower classes, began seeking employment, and this emjagé¢inee
male domain of the public sphere prompted an increase in sermons and advice manuals give
and written by men that cast women as being fit solely for the domestie splteese homilies
and didactic tracts argued that a woman’s proper place was in the home, wiveoellshse
positioned to ensure that her children would attain Christian values, personal mebftmagial
comfort, in spite of the tumultuous challenges of modern life. As women kept the home, me
were to rule over all intellectual and economic enterprises, as they negidtiatpublic sphere

of politics, industry, and opportunity (Bolt 8-9).
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Despite the societal trend of confining women solely to the domestic sphere, some
women of the Progressive Era did much to proclaim their answer to this womawomuesti
hopes of escaping their subordination. They argued that the separate public and pevase sph
were simply man-made conceptualizations, not natural divisions, and thus should be open to
renegotiation and redefinition. While revering the responsibilities of motherhootetakks
of domesticity, women simultaneously discounted the idea that their single purpiésevas
the result of their biological function. Instead they argued that women wellectual persons,
capable of independent agency, who should be provided with the same unalienable rights and
prospects for self-discovery and self-promotion as men. Women also were apt to pdiat out t
correlation between their plight and the former institution of slaveryngtttat they, like
slaves, had been denied personal autonomy, and if married, no longer possessed a iggal ident
as a result of her nuptials, a married woman relinquished to her husband controf tiall
property that she may have brought into the marriage or accrued after it, and she heldrno pow
to take part in legal transactions (Bolt 9-11).

The married woman’s renunciation of her identity was consistent with her didasfowa
rhetorical power as well, and the woman question had as much to do with a woman’siaegotiat
of rhetorical space as with her acceptance of conventional gender rolesthéf@vil War,
regulation of women'’s rhetorical behaviors increased rather than ldssememen sought to
advance their educations, gain the right to vote, increase their propetsy aigth assert greater
visibility in public life. By the 1880s, women had gained some representation on theahati
scene, voicing their concerns on issues such as abolition, temperance, and thghtvas ri
women. Among these reformist voices were Susan B. Anthony, Frances Willarat@&harl

Perkins Gilman, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. However, Nan Johnson argues, “Theathetori
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space these women occupied in the shaping of political and cultural life was viethed a
exception rather than the rule” (49). Although a few women gained accessdalthef public
discourse, the issue of women’s lives becoming public attracted much scraotnglanson
posits, “In this historical moment of uneasiness, the icon of the quiet woman, ... seemed to
erase the complexity of the woman question and return the American woman to the hoene wher
she belonged” (49). Thus, the woman question achieved an answer in the Progrestiee Era:
answer being a silenced woman whose rhetorical practices wesecsafelated only to her
family and held within her home.
The Power of the Presses: The Growth of the Progressive Era Newspapedustry

During the Progressive Era, the newspaper industry grew rapidly as therrmimbe
American daily papers written in English increased from 850 in 1880 (with dailylatiion
totaling 3.1 million copies) to over 2,200 newspapers in 1910 (with daily circulation at 22.4
million) (Burt 7). Business flourished as newspapers were circulated rigtionade possible
by more efficient printing presses, increased advertising revenue, and egliranodern
transportation. Not only were dailies increasing in numbers, but the weekieseklies, and
semiweekly newspapers also became profitable businesses themsakesiumbers grew to
about 14,000 in 1910, most of them written in English, but with some written in foreign
languages such as German, Polish, Russian, Italian, and Yiddish. As the publictareigof
language papers increased, the growing immigrant population found a liteats to express
their views in their own languages (Burt 7).

Newspaper owners sought to interest the widest range of readers possildeievV® a

this goal, newspapers often followed the prevailing trend of segmenting tkamewarious

types. To engage the masses, editors assigned reporters to wradyspages, featuring
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sections focused on sports, economy, women, entertainment, and society. The newspapers’
publications of Sunday editions also became more prevalent as the industry triedasenc

sales. Increased sales resulted from the newspapers’ ability toaa@mgeting audience of

middle class consumers as well as working class readers who had mordilesag a result of
technological advances. In 1890, only 250 of the dailies had a Sunday edition, but this number
would increase to over 500 in only a decade (Burt 7).

As the number of dailies and weeklies continued to rise during the Progressige Hid
the prevalence of newspapers, often referred to as “alternative prédssewere solely focused
on specific interests. Some of these newspapers targeted specifigebhpE such as African
Americans, German Americans, or many additional specific immigrant pmmdatOthers
communicated platforms or interests of the political parties, like the &baaPopulist Parties.
A number of other causes rallied supporters by publishing newspapers that endorsedntsove
such as woman’s suffrage, anti-suffrage, and prohibition. Many of these nevespegezd
publication after their group’s mission was accomplished; for example, th&Alatdbn League’s
American Issuand the National American Woman Suffrage Associatigvidsnan’s Journal
both ended their publication once their reform agenda had been realized. However, other
“alternative presses” that began in the Progressive Era continued to be publishedestllls
exist in print today, such as the NAACRsisis and the Catholic ChurchBoston Pilot(Burt
9).

Newspapers grew tremendously during the Progressive Era astaféisalrevenues
that advertising generated. By 1890, advertising was the primary way to pr@irated-name
product on the national level. To generate consumer interests, department storesggurcha

entire pages of the newspaper to advertise certain items or to encouraige spnas. First
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established in the late 1860s, advertising agencies became more productiveapptioach by

not only buying and re-selling bulk newspaper space for ads, but also designing the ads
themselves to attract the interests of specific consumers. By the 18808sedveplaced

sales and subscription revenue as the top earner for the newspaper industry. By 19tén66 per
of the newspaper industry’s revenue was generated by ads, and that newspageséemed a
permanent addition despite the interests of critics who wished to curb advestisfhgince on
journalism (Burt 9).

Not only did sales of advertisements promote unprecedented growth for the pewspa
industry, but developments in printing technologies also facilitated advancamprtsluction.
Since the early nineteenth century, printing presses had continued to improve in thiein func
and efficiency. By 1890, a steam-powered press could create 72,000 eight-page@apers
hour (the average size for daily newspapers during that time was eight pagies)pr€sses
soon made their way into mainstream printing, and newspaper owners reasonednbhitsioa
of color for comic strips and supplementary materials would attract thesitsteifethe poor as
well as the immigrant populations. Half-tone photographs were also introduced. Botse
presenting a more realistic visual portrayal of events that the newsowasng. The use of
linotype also increased the efficiency of arranging lines of text ibeed. While sitting at a
typewriter-like device, the linotype operator could set lines of type, dgthad formerly
required five people to accomplish in the same amount of time. These advances promoted
improved efficiency and allowed the newspaper industry to grow rapidly dinengrogressive
Era (Burt 9-10).

The newspaper industry also grew as a result of advances in communicédtraidgies

and transportation. In 1885, the American Telephone and Telegraph Company (AT&T)
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constructed telephone lines to connect New York City to other states and taiescga
telecommunications to span the United States. The advances in telecomomsilwagan to
affect the ways reporters gathered their facts and drafted ttielesar With telephones in hand
and deadlines looming, reporters completed their stories on location, using the telepiadne t
in and share their scoop with an amanuensis, referred to as “a deskman,” who wrotgthe
and prepared it for print. As telephone lines went up across the country, so did ek#igted r
changing the way reporters gathered their information from various lodalesidition to
elevated rails, underground subway stations in metropolitan areas, such as Kemd/or
Boston, alleviated some street congestion, allowing reporters to travel asdyeamd quickly
within a metropolis. Reporters in rural areas, though, depended on automobiles, and as the
motorcar, first introduced in the 1890s, increased in production, the speed at whichgeporter
covered ground via automobile increased. As a growing number of gasoline-poweksd tr
made newspaper distributions throughout cities and suburbs, deliveries and sedesethes
more readers received the news (Burt 10).

During the Progressive Era, businesses often engaged in consolidation gr8ctiteess
leaders of the day created monopolies and chains of companies, and the newspapewaasliustr
not immune from the influence of these big business dealings. Acquiring multiplpapess,
publishers such as E. W. Scripps and William Randolph Hearst worked to control theandrket
consolidate their own wealth, and their successes were often met with uhesfail those less
powerful newspaper owners, who found themselves without the means to sustain thesrgress
to escape bankruptcy (Burt 11).

The fierce competition that newspapers faced only compounded the economic hardships

of smaller newspaper outfits. Chicago and Boston each had eight dailies in 1900, a¥idrklew
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had nine, and the sheer number of newspapers in each major city prompted circalegion w
Each paper vied to gain a greater readership and more advertising. Newspagpkeesubtited
to lower their prices, but that method of bolstering sales proved unsatisfactoryeoeaus
competitors would simply lower their prices as well. Since dropping pricedtteddi influence
overall sales in the long run, newspapers instead focused on encouraging their com¢sponde
write stories that would gain interest. Many of these stories were cruzadgsstigations that
allowed newspapers to take up causes of interest to their audiences (Burt 11-12).

Although some of these investigative reports were thoroughly researched arateqaccur
other stories gained popularity only as a result of the entertainment vahegrafrtproven
claims, lurid details, and hyperbolic assertions. Promotional tactics f@teeradizing the news
made newspapers and their writers more susceptible to rebuke, and mangrgiscsthat the
news industry should be required to present all events with credibility and valldigy
newspaper industry replied to these rebukes and challenges by initiating a nuottzergsfs.
For example, in 1901, Joseph Pulitzer created an internal Bureau of Accurbieyfafork
World, known as the leader in investigative reporting. Established to verify claims arshpubl
corrections of any inaccurate information, the Bureau offered an example dhéavdustry
sought to make improvements within the system. Other press associationgtdheexfforts
of those intent on reforming newspapers, encouraging their reporters to correct any
misstatements and to provide readers with a space to voice complaints throughusihenimodl
editorial pages (Burt 12).

To be sure, the Progressive Era marked the heyday of the American newspapst. indus
With circulations on the rise and competition at its peak, newspapers became @antmpor

national symbol, illustrative of the power of literacy as it interfaced withriological
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advancements and national interests. Newspapers shaped Americansiqgreroéphe world,
providing a means for immigrants to assimilate into a culture formerly unknowertg but
seemingly made known to them through newspaper pages. Newspaper amitdesecemiddle
class lifestyles and values, and advertisements allowed businesses to pnemeteducts,
instigating a climate of consumerism unparalleled in the nation’s hisRolticians used the

power of the presses to voice their campaign goals and increase voter suppodvetakr

issues found their way onto the front pages of newspapers, as this popular print venue took on
the function of both moderator and participant in debate (Burt 13). It was within #ug he
newspaper atmosphere that Nellie Bly came to find her own Progressive Era voic

Casting Bly Among Her Male Contemporaries: Riis, Crane, and Davis

When Bly left the comforts of Pittsburgh to negotiate the bustling city of Nefk,¥he
initially thought that the newspaper office would be a welcoming haven, a plpoespict for
what she believed to be her promising career in the field of journalism. Howeveloors that
she imagined would be opened to her were closed. The newspaper industry of Newsrark wa
male domain. To understand the competition Bly faced, it is useful to examine the ciomisibut
of the three best-known journalists of the era: Jacob Riis, Stephen Crane, and Rariang
Davis.

Jacob Riis’s work for the newspaper industry focused primarily on exposing the dire
living conditions of immigrants and the destitute who were housed in the slums of New York
City. With striking verisimilitude, his stories shared the problems of the inamigxistence in
the slums; and coupled with his photographs, his depictions of the squalid living conditions
provided striking evidence of the plight of the poor. While working folNBe York Tribune

and thenThe New York Sun the 1870s and 188(Riis gained fame for his ability to shed light
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on the situation of the impoverished, drawing the attention of reformers and gaditeghom he
thought had the influence to help improve the living conditions of poor people. Riis used his
writing as a platform to incite change, and he fought for sanitation improvenssr@s)ent
regulations, and support for orphans and widows. In 1887, he secured an appointment to the
Tenement House Commission. Between 1888 and 1890, hekvnwatéhe Other Half Lives

his best-selling book exposed the devastating images and harrowing expefemcasit was

like to live in the city’s tenements (Burt 17).

Riis’s start in the newspaper industry was not an easy one. As a Danish impRges
reception in the United States was marked by poverty. He did not find employnaent as
newspaper reporter until 1873, when he began working for the New York News Association (h
had already been in America for three years). Working seven days a w@diefrin the
morning until midnight, Riis made a small income of $10 a week as a newspaper rdporter.
May of 1874, he resigned from the New York News Association and went to wdskdicn
Brooklyn News In this position, he wrote all four pages of the paper and was soon promoted to
editor, making a substantial $25 a week. Proud of his accomplishment, Riis wrote inrfak jour
“I think that | must have a flair for journalism, at least I'm successfavarything | do. | have
my own office and, all in all, life is great” (qtd. in Buk-Swienty 103). RIiis’s sssc®ntinued
as his reports ignited reform movements and improved the living conditions of poviekgrst
immigrants and working class citizens housed in the New York City’s terterflBuk-Swienty
100-03).

Nellie Bly was sympathetic with Riis’s arguments and his work in the extgrhents; she
thought that she could cover such stories just as well as he did. In 1898, only fourtgedns af

publication of Riis’s texHow the Other Half LivesBly went into the tenements herself to write

69



a story similar to the one Riis had shared, but from her own experience and perspduot

World rented her an apartment for a two-day stay in New York City’s largest doutkerde

tenement on 222 Second Street. According to Bly’s count, the tenement housed one hundred and
seventeen occupants; they crowded into just sixteen three-room flats. Itdhersre

described the persistent noises, the repulsive odors from the street below, fandrdieof a
tenement-dweller who was survived by his wife and eleven children with no availedtes rof

financial support. Bly's decision to write about the tenements displays thiahdlmonfidence

in her own ability to cover the story as well as any man (Kroeger 242).

Stephen Crane was another male contemporary of Bly’s who sought to correct the
injustices that he perceived among the working class and the poor, but he did so bytlséiaring
stories without casting blame or prompting his reader to draw particulausmmd. Although
Crane is best known for his noviehe Red Badge of Courgdas career as a writer began when
he took up newspaper reporting at the age of seventeen. Working for his brother at the New
Jersey Coast News Bureau, Crane focused his journalistic interests on thefd\lewnsYork.
Another of Crane’s novel§/aggie: A Girl of the Streetd|ustrates the bleak situations of those
then living in the city’s slums. His fictionalized account resonated with hisrazedees he
produced a realistic portrayal of the conditions of the slums, an effect thdtibeeacsimilarly
in many of his newspaper pieces. Adrian Hunter, a Crane scholar and litérerargues that
Crane’s “newspaper pieces are the distilled essence of Crane’s gedidemonstrate all the
virtues” of his writing (22). Crane’s career as a journalist wasumgntal in providing him
with numerous opportunities to discuss a wide range of topics, but what set Craneaagast

ability to present innumerable issues without providing any evaluative comgentareal his
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personal subjectivity (Hunter 11, 21-22). Crane proved very successful asraoiiittion,
but he continued to work for newspapers during his writing career.

In April 1894, Crane wrote what became his best-known newspaper sketch, an article
entitled “An Experiment in Misery,” fofhe New York Presd~or this report, Crane dressed up
like as a homeless man to experience the fate of destitution and homelessthesxlfi It seems
plausible to credit Crane’s approach for this article to Nellie Bly, the worharhad made this
type of experimental, investigative reporting part of mainstream n@espaiting since the
publication of her muckraking asylum exposé in 1887. She had inaugurated this technique, and
Crane had her to thank for paving the way for him (Robertson 95).

Richard Harding Davis, the son of writers L. Clarke Davis and Rebecca Hé&raung,
had a privileged upbringing in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Although his family wias opper
middle class, the Davises were not considered “Old Philadelphians,” and Ridenttdesome
of this more elite group in Philadelphia for not allowing him into their innermost ¢@dborn
and Phillips 19). Davis’s career in print began in 1886 when he was hired as cub repdreer for t
Recordin Philadelphia, but after failing to meet his deadlines, he soon lost that position afte
only three months of employment. His astonishment at having been fired causetb Deales
his responsibilities more seriously, and he secured a position at the PhilaBegdsiavhere he
worked for three years to improve his skills as a reporter. In 1887, Davis'sti@paisa
promising journalist in Philadelphia was solidified when, donning a costume appramiiater
one who might frequent disreputable haunts, he managed to infiltrate a group oalkeasbre
who ran criminal operations out of a Philadelphia salon. Following his success witpttrat r
Davis moved to New York in 1889 to pursue a more ambitious career in journalism. He found

employment at the New Yoikvening Sunreporting on crime and trial cases. In a manner
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much like Stephen Crane, Davis turned to writing fiction while also writing for thepegvers.
Dauvis felt that newspaper reportage served as a practical traioungdgior an aspiring novelist.
By the end of 1890, Davis had left his position atEkening Suno secure employment as the
managing editor dflarper’'s Weekly During the next five years, in addition to his work at
Harper’s, Davis wrote nine books, mostly travelogues. Davis continued to write prolifically
until his death in April of 1916. His fame as a writer and journalist did not endure longiafte
death. Most of his works appeared inconsequential after his death when compared toighat of
contemporaries like Stephen Crane and Jack London (Harrison 15-20).

Although these three men by no means represent all of the male reportersined def
the field of journalism during the Progressive Era, they do illustrate thraengaged in the
news took up a similar bent toward righting injustice, as was common among thespiogg.
Both Riis and Crane had their rhetorical ethos formulated in the kind of trying ecoswoanic
social conditions that Bly had similarly faced; however, they had one major adwamsa@ly
did not have: they were men. Men experienced a greater upward mobility in tHeiswudr as
Davis’s gaining the position of managing editor; women did not have the same op@stionit
advancement and were often not afforded the space to negotiate public venues of disttourse
the same ease and acceptance as men. Nellie Bly sought to engage in maobirsali®
advance her position and career as a journalist, and she succeeded in balancisgrieerper
print, her subject matter, and her audience’s perceptions in a way that set harathetor
achievements apart from most women. Bly is linked with Riis, Crane, and Dasisskeshe
shared their sympathy for reform, and she too was capable of writingstbadncite change.

She differed from them because of her gender and only her gender.
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Casting Bly Among her Female Contemporaries: Rhetorical Practices of éhHome
As | have already mentioned, women in the newspaper industry at the tima were

minority. Although they were considered a necessary part of a newspstpéi’'a paper

generally hired only one woman whose role was predetermined: she wrotsatelygor and

about women'’s interests. During the Progressive Era, newspaper ownestagtitre

importance of casting their appeal to the widest range of consumers and, r@adi¢ne female

audience was one that they hoped to gain with reports focused on gardening, fashiomethe

child-rearing, and society life. Whereas a select few women were f@atsireewspaper

reporters, most women writers wrote fiction and poetry during the Progréss.

The rhetorical practices of women engaged in writing and literacy ofterefibtiisir

discourses on issues relevant to the sphere of domesticity. Women were thengwdirithe

home, and within that dominion, they took part in literate practices that were not oftehttbbug

as being rhetorical in nature. Rhetoric was cast solely as a male ieetaapd it provided its

wielder with “the surest route to political, economic, and cultural status,” aimageessible to

women (Johnson 2). Nan Johnson argues that if feminist historians are to reconsbiictatet

a female enterprise, then they must gain a more thorough understanding anfvewtion

operates to define rhetorical power:
By rereading the history of rhetoric as a drama about how convention is inscribed
and redefined within rhetorical space, we better prepare ourselves to identify
where and how circles of rhetorical power are constructed in our own times and to
better understand who is drawing those circles, who stands within them, and who

remains outside. (2)
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If women were outside of the circles of rhetorical power, their positioningstaraiing from
those circles was the result of their historical and cultural placemdmihe household and
outside of the public sphere.

During the Progressive Era, many popular publications further reflected ¢hedldie
publicly that “the powerful speakers and writers who shaped the fabric of Aaméifec ought to
be distinguished, white men” (Johnson 14). The idea that white men wielded all rhetorica
power was similarly advanced through the parlor-rhetoric movement, a mowshwsd texts,
such as elocution manuals and rhetoric speakers (books featuring pieces torbeedertad, or
acted out by women in the home), positioned women as wives and mothers, as those needing
rhetorical skills only to fulfill their purposes within the home. According to Nan Johrigsn, t
movement “was an institutional agent that defined relatively separate éindtilisly unequal
rhetorical spheres for men and women” (15). The woman’s proper sphere was the home, and he
rhetorical activities limited her almost exclusively to that domain, wh#eman’s sphere was a
wide as the world itself.
Negotiating a Male Domain: Bly’s Initiation into New York’s Newspaper Industry

When Nellie Bly left Pittsburgh in May of 1887 to advance her journalistic caréésw
York, her reputation as a plucky young reporterTioe PittsburgDispatchfailed to open those
doors of opportunity that Bly thought awaited her. As in Pittsburgh, the newspaper redhewa
domain of men, and in New York she had to confront that grim reality again. As one month
stretched into three, Bly continued to find herself without stable employmewtwnividrk. To
gain some income, Bly began writing again Thie PittsburgDispatchas a New York

correspondent. Under the direction of her editor, Bly focused her pieces on tba ta#dkew
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York’s social elite. Regretfully, Bly found herself writing on those topics thahad left
Pittsburgh to avoid (Kroeger 81).

By August, Bly had developed a new lead for bepatcharticles. She told her
readership that a young woman had sent her a letter to inquire if New YorkaSity good
place for a woman hoping to start a career as a newspaper journalisad bfsé@swering this
guestion outright based on her first four failed months in New York as a struggpiogar, Bly
opted to address the concern by interviewing those men whom she thought might provide a
better answer than her own. Thus, Bly addressed the question to all of New York’s most
influential journalistic personalities, the men whom she referred to aséthgpaper gods of
Gotham” (gtd. in Kroeger 82). She interviewed six of the most prominent men in New York’s
newspaper industry, as she visidte Sun, The Herald, The World, The Mail and Express, The
Telegram, and The Timéalhether Bly’s lead prompting these interviews was an actual letter or
a fictional pretext that Bly used to set up her own investigation, it remains unkhowever,
Brooke Kroeger argues, “Whatever the circumstances that led to Bly's lstomequesting the
interviews on behalf of her old Pittsburgh paper was a slick and enterprisingveatieough
the phalanx of bodyguards and bouncers who had blocked her entrance on Newspaper Row all
spring and summer” (83).

When Bly spoke with Charles A. DanaTtie Sunhe denied that he personally
possessed any prejudice against women journalists. Although he prided himself on not being
prejudicial in his views, Dana was obliged to tell Bly that women writers \meteregarded
with editorial favor in New York” (gtd. in Kroeger 82). He further described womemadsitp
to be less reliable in handling matters accurately, and to Dana, a jourmaést'sisset should be

his or her accuracy. Thus, in her interview, Bly was able to expose Dana’s owngiakpieiv
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of women: his belief being that a woman was not able to depict a story with thacsaum&cy as
a man (Kroeger 82). This interview prompted Bly to realize that in order fdo Iseicceed as a
writer in New York, she would need to be above reproach concerning the accuracy of her
depictions.

Rather than approaching Dr. George H. Hepworthh& Suras a correspondent fohe
Dispatch(as she had done with Dana), Bly decided to enter his office under the guise of a job
applicant, a technique soon to become synonymous with Bly’s approach to stunt reporting
When Hepworth asked Bly what she could do, her answer was “anything,” sharedrusiudle
confident candor. Although Hepworth noted that he was not opposed to women being newspaper
correspondents, he failed to believe that this applicant before him, being a womdrmactie
type of reporting that was in vogue at the time. Hepworth argued that he would nobflream
having a woman report from the criminal trials, as he figured that courtatgfieould provide
her with no testimony, or would offer her “as little information as they could tacyet her”

(gtd. in Kroeger 82). Considering the societal penchant for sensationalized stanes)
Hepworth further placed women outside the realm of news reporting, statingptlenggn could
not in delicacy ask a woman to have anything to do with that class of news” (qtd. geK8as.
From this interview, Bly ascertained that if she were going to succemagamen, then she
would have to prove that a woman could handle hard-hitting news just as informatively and
accurately as a man.

Bly’s recounting of these interviews irhe Pittsburg Dispatchlustrated that these
“gotham gods” were ignorant concerning the increasing number of newswomen veho we
successfully negotiating their way into newsrooms, albeit as writersroew's interest news.

As a result of the disparity between what these prominent newspapermen hddsbamhat
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was actually happening in newspaper rooms, Bly’s article was reprintesvepapers in New
York and Boston.The Journalista trade magazine, also covered her article, thus allowing her
report on the fate of women journalists to reach a large number of the nationis.redde
piece not only provided her with these invaluable one-on-one experiences with Bigeh of
York’s most powerful newspapermen, but it also allowed her to determine whaskkigould
need to hone if she were to find employment as a newspaper writer in New York.

Soon after she interviewed those newspaper giants, Nellie Bly finally foundymgait
in the newspaper rooms of New York City, as she convinced John Cockerill that she guuld fei
insanity to gain entrance into the infamous asylum for women on BlackwedliigdIlsSThe New
York World hired her to write this story, and the first installment of her report wasspeldlion
October 9, 1887. Her promise as an up-and-coming reporter was realized in her gsgttym re
and this text is among those that merit close analysis. Now that NellerBiyeu has been
reconstructed to account for its physical, psychological, and political curtastsiie to

analyze her work itself to provide further evidence of her rhetorical contnisut
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CHAPTER FOUR:

ANALYZING HER STORY

Analysis requires attention to detail, looking carefully at the distinct gaatsnake up
the whole. Analysis is a process similar to dissection, a method by which the qfi@ceobject
or text are scrutinized and interpreted, so that an understanding can be admeeedicg their
relationship to the object or document from which the pieces were taken. An analsiBeof
Bly’s work requires a close reading of some of her texts to understand not onlgéholaiins
work independently of each other but also how they work together to forge her rhethosa

In Richard Enos’ methodology of rhetorical sequencing, the act of analyisestisrd
step in investigating a previously neglected subject. To achieve this step rgunesthat it
“requires that we examine the actual discourse” (75). Using Cheryl Glammk inRhetoric
Retoldto illustrate this third step, Enos describes how Glenn focuses her inquiry on a woma
engaged in rhetorical activity. He posits that Glenn selects this womansasfext because
the woman'’s text provides some “response to a problematic situation that caatitggor
social or cultural issue” (75). Enos further provides that the analysis of l#esesewoman’s
writing considers “rhetorical practices [that] will be different frdme prevailing rhetorical
practices of the period, often because the activities of the period were pgatHoymmales and

later studied by historians who concentrated on male-dominated events” (75-76)SEs0s
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Glenn’s text to illustrate that “the discourse practices of this womarfieth be characterized
as unconventional by contemporaries and viewed by historians as such an abertdtimth tha
subject and topic are dismissed from serious study” (76). These factors contrithe@eed for
more careful analysis that Enos argues presents “a ‘space’ [that] idonaatesider the
discourse practices . . . in a way that is accurate, thorough, and represer{ié@iveFostering a
more accurate, thorough, and representative analysis is the primary goalstd third step of
rhetorical sequencing.

In this chapter, | follow the third step of Enos’s approach to rhetorical seqgdnc
analyzing Bly’s contributions to the field of rhetoric and composition. This asatgsisiders
Bly’s authorial ethos, her negotiation of self in her writing, and her subsequenitaalet
achievements through her writings that helped to prompt Progressive Era r@foisrchapter
explores a close reading of Bly’s major works, focusing most intently omVestigative
exposé of the mad-house but also including her testimony following her trip aroumdrittién
seventy-two days and her reports from the front lines of World War I. | hawtesethese three
pieces because they best exemplify Bly's disruption of convention, as shedfoousgpics
outside of the realm of what women as newspaper journalists were typit@algdto discuss
or report. An analysis of these texts also describes those works as wridéenbgle and
therefore deemed unconventional and viewed as aberrations by historians; tetsmsel
follow those recommendations that Enos posits for choosing texts applicable jsisanal

Analysis requires that a methodological theory be applied to texts. Toldcaif
analytical approach, Enos argues, “There are several rhetorical shibati@rovide schemes for
analysis, but the most appropriate one will have to be determined by how senwstteelie

context” (75-76). The analytical lens sensitive to the context of Bly’'sngrttiat | wish to use
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is one that Charles Bazerman formulates in his text, “Theories of the Middg RaHistorical
Studies of Writing Practice.” Bazerman outlines a methodology derived fromtRddeon, a
sociologist, who developed theories that he refers to as being of “the middie’ rivigyton
describes theories of the middle range as providing “empirically resbégtenomena,
relations, and mechanisms” (Bazerman 300). These theories support a method ofhiagjuiry t
extends beyond compiling information to include what Bazerman describes as follows:

a search for order and systematicity—in the historically produced systems

contemporary practice; in the processes by which practices, formsxgnd te

emerge, evolve, and decline; in the actual responses individuals and groups make

within socially organized situations; and in the ways texts mediate actidns a

social relations. (300)
Bly’'s texts are particularly suited for this approach: She wrotelgesituated articles that
through their public presence allowed her words to present a different rhedthizsifor women
writers and to mediate social actions for reform. Furthermore, Bazesxmdores Merton’s
heuristic as being applicable to inquiry into historical writing becauseoMéatdvocated
theories of the middle range to identify empirically researchable sg@alomena and processes
that, as they become confirmed and elaborated, might emerge into theoriegwhabharger
sweep, but still well-grounded empirically” (300). A researcher can dravwusoos from an
analysis of Bly’'s texts to understand how her contemporaries achieved sacead§ as they
revised their approach to match Bly’s style of investigative reporting. ThygfiRlenced a
wider range of audience members, allowing her texts to generate teatdeteep.

With theories of the middle ground providing a foundation for inquiry, Bazerman

outlines a methodology for analysis that provides a focus for this chapter. libitgsicis
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analytical approach, Bazerman presents his methodology as working “tosaldolnethe texts
represented author, audience, and subject matter—the categories of the conmonunaagle
(that goes back to Aristotle but has had many instantiations since, up through KennethnBurke
James Kinneavy)” (313). In focusing on the three areas of the rhetaaoglé, | can elucidate
Bly’s text from a more systematic approach, similar to the one employBdzgyman.
Looking at Bly: Considering Her Representations of Author, Audience, and Caent

Nellie Bly left Pittsburgh in 1887 to escape the doldrums of writing women'esite
stories, and she embarked on a journey to become the New York City journalist that sthe longe
to be. After many months of unemployment in New York, &mwvinced John Cockerill, the
editor of The New York Worldhat she could report on the conditions of those institutionalized
women at the asylum on Blackwell’s Island. She developed a strategy totasssiee could
not only get herself admitted, but she could also get herself released (Kro&jgr 84

To secure entrance into the asylum, Bly rehearsed in front of her noirfoodrs,
contorting her face to achieve what she imagined to be the convincing appearahosatt.a
Mastering faraway gazes, Bly gained confidence in her ability to feignitgsand with this
confidence, she set her plan into action (Kroeger 89). To secure legal protectios for t
undertaking, Bly consulted Henry D. Macdona, the Assistant District Attarhigw York
City. Before providing her with legal assistance, Macdona initiallywe@Bly of the dangers of
her proposed stunt, but he ultimately “agreed to give her immunity from prosecutiba for t
ruse” (Kroeger 90). In addition to securing legal protection, Bly also needed to ensure he
release from the asylum. Cockerill determined that, using the newspape€s Boyis release

from the asylum was to occur a week after she had been hospitalized at Blad&laad. The
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World sent attorney Patrick A. Hendricks to secure her release on Tuesday, OctdtmeEgél
93).

After her discharge from the asylum, Bly recounted her experiences to hemaeuh
two illustrated newspaper installments that were published iWtrél's Sunday editions.
Released on October 9, 1887, her first asylum article was entitled “Behind Asghsiii &d
the second and final installment, published on October 16, was entitled “Inside the Mddhouse
The success of her articles caused such an outpouring of reader interdst tdoangiled her
newspaper reports into a book form. Entiflesh Days in a Mad-Hous&er book waseleased
only two months after her asylum stay. The book’s introduction illustrated the deondred f
story: “The [newspaper] edition containing my story long since ran out, and | hawe be
prevailed upon to allow it to be published in book form, to satisfy the hundreds who are yet
asking for copies” (BlyTen Day#t). In satisfying these hundreds of readers, Bly also discloses
her popularity and presence as a well-known reporter. Bly’s book recounts heemcgein
greater detail, describing the two days and nights she spent in Bellevue'srpforifihe insane
and the eight days and nights she spent on Blackwell’s Island. In this text, as@wspaper
articles, she outlines the unfavorable conditions of the women’s asylum by desthibi
inedible food, the unsuitable clothing that patients were forced to wear, and treatmsnt of
the patients by both staff and doctors. (For my analysis, | will use her passag the book-
length version of her report).

With the publication of asylum narrative in book form, Bly provided further explication
to her story than was provided in the newspaper account. She explained to her readésgtin her
that she had no prior experience with the insane. She notes, “What a difficult taskht thou

appear before a crowd of people and convince them that | was insane. | had never been near
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insane persons before in my life, and had not the faintest idea of what their aererike”
(Bly, Ten Days8). By noting that she had no former knowledge of the insane, Bly achieved
what her readers viewed as an extraordinary feat. By becoming like éine imsrself, Bly
developed a convincing guise that was all the more engaging for her rebudengenting her
depiction of insanity, Bly employed stereotypical notions of how insane people behaved, notions
that her readers probably shared. Bly’s ability to become like the insaneél®ugh she had no
prior experiences with them highlights Bly’s creativity and ingenuityrasttaristics that were
hallmarks of her approach as a female stunt reporter.
On September 24, 1887, Bly entered into the insane pavilion after successfully
negotiating a series of challenges in which she presented herself as anferhéhte authorities.
Bly first masqueraded as one who was insane when she decided to check into ida&on |
Stanard’s Temporary Home for Women on Friday, September 23. Bly determinedsthat thi
boardinghouse for working-class women was the place for her performance to gaptre
attention of authorities who would surely send her off to Blackwell’'s Island. Apgeasane at
this boardinghouse, Bly convinced both the assistant matron and the boarders that shet was ma
Following the advice of her editor John Cockerill, Bly used the name NelligrBi@
name consistent with her initials, when checking into the boardinghouse and from theshan, as
revealed her false identity to those questioning her. Bly spent only one night at the
boardinghouse, and as she talked with and even harassed other boarders, she influenced them
into believing that she posed a danger to both herself as well as others. She aclsiévathi
saying that she viewed the women in the house to be crazy. To present hersatiea8igsa
continually raved at the boardinghouse, “They [the other boarders] look horrible tastiég

crazy women. | am so afraid of them” (Blygn Daysl5). Bly made these claims of paranoia
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and mistrust to ensure that her guise of insanity appeared genuine. Before,lzetHioe
boarder stated, “I'm afraid to stay with such a crazy being in the house T@tyDaysl7).
Another remarked, “She will murder us all before morning” (Blgm Daysl7). Both of these
comments illustrate Bly’s success at convincing others that she couldifesih@svere mad.
Some of these women later corroborated Bly’s story to verify her reports.

After spending that one night in the boardinghouse, Bly awoke the next morning to
threats from Mrs. Stanard, the assistant matron, who intended to have Bly removétefrom
premises. This insistence on Bly's removal after only one night shows the conviatting of
Bly’s performance as well as the lax ways of the period in judging antyicertwhat
constituted insane behavior. Bly extended her stay at the boardinghouse momaéoiaaixer,
by stating that her traveling trunks appeared to be missing. She preoccupifdniitérse
attempts to find them, arguing that she would not leave until she located her bedongiva
police officers arrived thereafter and took Bly (without her missing trunk&etpdlice station
for questioning (Bly.Ten Day22-24).

Although Bly’s text is entitled’en Days in a Mad-Hous8ly includes her experience in
the home for women for specific reasons. What is particularly noteworthgrcong the
chronicling of the events of the day prior to her entry into the madhouse is the rhetmpcse
of that chronicling. Bly details those events preceding her stay in the asybrmarit the reader
to the obstacles that she faced and to allow the reader to understand how commitgesitshe
her goal. Bly could have easily begun her text by stating that she enteereddhouse on
Saturday, September 24, but much of the relationship that she forged with her readegts t
those precursory events would have been lost. In those scenes, Bly voices hiecdatklence

in undertaking this project; but in expressing her lack of confidence, she also espousaia a fe
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sensibility, one in which success is not a given but is something that requiresiniien and
consistency, two characteristics that forged her rhetorical ethos.

After Bly traveled via police escort with Mrs. Stanard from the boardiugg, she
arrived at the police station where Mrs. Stanard convinced Captain McCullafgiytingeded
medical attention for insanity. McCullagh required that the police take Bhet&$sex Market
Court, and authorities escorted her to the courtroom of Judge Patrick G. Duffy. ADlifjge
guestioned Bly, he noted a distinct accent and asked if she were Cuban. Bly saidwlaat she
indeed of Cuban descent and that her name was Nellie Moreno (changing henéasi tiee
Spanish word for brown). Believing that this poor woman had been drugged, Judge Duffy
presumed that Bly was insane as a result of the drug’s effects. A doatoiner Bly at the
courthouse and determined that she “ha[d] been using belladonna,” a poison which caused
delirium and hallucinations, symptoms consistent with insanity (Bip, Days32). Judge Duffy
suggested that reporters be brought into the courtroom so that public information could be
released in the hopes of locating Moreno’s family (Kroeger 91).

Bly balked at the idea of summoning reporters. She says, “I got very ngiuiened at
this, for if there is any one who can ferret out a mystery it is a reportelt. thdt | would rather
face a mass of expert doctors, policemen, and detectives than two bright spe¢imgmsaft”
(Bly, Ten Days28). As Bly describes those of her craft as being able to “ferret out argyst
she foreshadows her own success at divulging the mystery of Blackisigiig. Although Bly
credits her colleagues—those male reporters—as being keen to exttagtithehe also
discredits them for their inability to find her out. Bly did her best to avoid the gazguestions
of reporters for fear that she be found out, The Sunreported the case in an article entitled

“Who Is This Insane Girl?” casting the story as the mystery of an unknowmrgywoman. The
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article explained the disoriented behavior of the woman, providing a description of her
appearance with specific mention of her clothing and accessories (Kroeger 91)

After Bly underwent her initial medical evaluation at the Essex M&kett, Judge
Duffy ordered that police accompany her to New York City’s Bellevue Hagpenter for a
more thorough medical examination. Bellevue is the oldest public hospital in thd Btates,
and during Bly’'s time, the hospital was well known for the addition of its then staite-@irt
insane pavilion. As Bly rode in an ambulance on her way to Bellevue, she recorded her
impressions of what she had accomplished thus far, later to be shared in her accodnt: “I ha
passed through successfully the ordeals at the home and at Essex MarkeE&aticand now
felt confident that | should not fail” (Blyfen Days33). At this point in her narrative, Bly's
confidence is bolstered based on her previous ability to achieve her aims witetérents. At
the Bellevue pavilion, medical experts detained Bly for examination, and one dodetbout
belladonna. Dr. William C. Braisted, the head of the insane pavilion at Bellevue] 8hgee
diagnosis withiThe New York HeraldShe never seems to be restless. Her dull apathetic
condition, the muscular twitching of her hands and arms and her loss of memory, ateindic
hysteria” (qtd. in Kroeger 91). During the weekend of September 24 and 25, Bly spent those
two nights at Bellevue as psychiatric doctors continued to question her to detérenseeerity
of her condition. Concluding that she was insane, Bly’s doctors determined that skiebghoul
hospitalized to receive further treatment on Blackwell’s Island.

After her two-day detainment at Bellevue, Bly traveled on smalilifeat to Blackwell's
Island. Bly faced a precarious fate, one she refers to as her “delisaterthin gaining
entrance into the asylu@en Daysb). The delicacy derives not only from the way in which Bly

presented her information but also the way in which she presented herself. Asrawrdmg,
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she remained mindful of proffering a presentation of self that would be consvitesanity
even while doctors described her as being “positively demented” (40). dtyscihat her
interactions and presentation of self were sane from the moment she entesstltheoa
Blackwell’s Island. She argues, “But here let me say one thing: Fromdiment | entered the
insane ward on the Island, | made no attempt to keep up the asmlenaidnsanity. | talked
and acted just as | do in ordinary lif@en Days8). She assumed the role of insanity only to get
into the asylum, not to ensure that she remained there. Her return to sanityhveitagylum
walls was necessary for the credibility of her writing.

By appearing sane after gaining entry into Blackwell’'s asylumaBly won the
confidence of the other female patients who entrusted her with their storiemnt$eiewed Bly
as someone in whom they could confide, as they shared the difficulties of theiositugh one
who understood their plight and empathized with them. To be sure, Bly could not continue to
act crazed or hysterical while interacting with the patients forthesr conversations would
appear irrational. In acting sane, Bly intentionally undermined the megitadilishment with
hopes of proving that their treatments were inappropriate. She further explagys made a
point of telling the doctors | was sane and asking them to be released, but theenuwaviored
to assure them of my sanity the more they doubtgd @h Days91). Although she acted sane
within the asylum and told the doctors she was quite well, the medical authoritiesiedro
deem her insane.

During her asylum stay, Bly endured situations that she argues would haw @ayse
sane woman to go mad, but she remained composed, a composure necessary for an author who
needed to share those seemingly incredible stories of the patients withdees.rda recounting

her experiences, Bly knew that the success of her writing depended upon hetcabditvince
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her audience that she wrote with veracity. Knowing that accuracy wasagcdly argues in
her first sentence ifien Days in a Mad-houstOn the 22¢ of September | was asked by the
Worldif | could have myself committed to one of the asylums for the insane in Néy Wit
the view to writing a plain and unvarnished narrative of the treatment of the p#irnais and
the methods of management” (5). By describing her text as “plain and unvarnislyestéBs

to establish a connection with her audience as a writer whom they can trudsdStiaians, “I
merely tell in common words, without exaggeration, of my life in a mad-house forygh da
(73). She presents only the facts, but this challenge was a demanding one conkaletieg t
women inside the asylum to whom she spoke may have suffered from delusions and mental
illnesses. However, in presenting herself as trustworthy to her reggédshshared the stories
from other asylum patients as being factual, not skewed by madness aahyateen Bly
reported a woman’s commentary as being sane, her audience was mypte dgree with Bly,
rather than the medical experts whom Bly cast as largely incompetentatddlgorroborated her
reports with other witnesses that added to her credibility as well.

Bly took on numerous responsibilities as part of this, her first serious assignment. Bl
describes her responsibilities as follows: “I was to chronicle faithfa#yexperiences |
underwent, and when once within the walls of the asylum to find out and describe its inside
workings which are always, so effectually hidden by white-capped nursesll @s Wy bolts
and bars, from the knowledge of the publitén Days$-6). She describes the knowledge that
she obtained as something “so effectually hidden” that she seemed to be dividgetgteeher
readers. Relying on readers’ desire to know the inside workings of the asyspaBed their
interest by declaring that her story presented information not formerlpsbsic Her approach

was novel, and in exposing the “effectually hidden,” Bly reproached the nursedingy tiai
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report the mistreatment of patients, possibly because Bly found the nurseslvieemsost
responsible for the abuse and neglect of the patients.

To contribute to her desire to make her readers think that she entered the adyltew wit
preconceived notions, Bly argues, “If | did get into the asylum, which | hardly hoped toatb, | h
no idea that my experiences would contain aught else than a simple tatdaroflif asylum”
(Ten Dayss). In anticipating “a simple tale of life in an asylum,” Bly posits thatdid not
consider the asylum to be a place where patients were abused: “That suchudioimstuld be
mismanaged, and that cruelties could exist ‘neath its roof, | did not deem po&)ble”
Indicating that she anticipated maltreatment to be unlikely, Bly expas#seté, as she leads
her reader to question how she did not expect the mistreatment that she witnessedivéatdis
however, serves a purpose for Bly. She initially discredited the idea thates aeld
mismanagement existed in the asylum to bolster her female rhetonsadikty. Bly considered
that no mistreatment was possible to express her hope in the goodness and chsingy that
expected of medical professionals. As a female, Bly sought to avoid adntititrahe knew
that she was entering a situation that could be injurious or threatening to her,edis $iee t
readers that she did not expect such abuse. As a lady, she initially avoided acaimovitesl
plausible threat of asylum life to make her desire for reform not her réasentering the
asylum, but her reason for leaving it: So that in leaving, she could share ahlmapexposed the
deplorable conditions that were grossly in need of reform.

Bly’s audience may have known that the doctors and nurses at Blackwell’s Isjdunt a
had reputations for treating patients poorly. Just months earlier in Adgpasijew York Times
ran a story describing how two nurses on Blackwell’s Island reportedly acousehysicians

of patient brutality and neglect. Thanesclaimed that the four involved were suspended from
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their duties. However, an editorial in response to the report questioned the vertdmty of
nurses’ accusations: “It would be as much a mistake to assume that there is natesg i
stories as to assume that they are literally true” (qtd. in Kroeger 87 nvAstigation was
necessary to determine the truth of the matter. Bly addressed the reputbtienasylum
workers by stating, “The many stories | had read of abuses in such iossitutiad regarded as
wildly exaggerated or else romances, yet there was a latent desire to kniovelgd$iren Days
6). Pointing out that she knew of these stories of alleged abuses, Bly questioneddity afer
these stories by sharing her aim “to know positively” what asylum lifeletta

Rather than assuming that these “romances” were factual depictigssught to
uncover the truth for herself as well as for her readers. Bly also itestrar rhetorical ethos
through this desire: By claiming the she did not anticipate the issues of mgemsed and
cruelty, Bly forged a connection with her readers by telling the storysrglte@envisioned it
based on the rumors of others, but as she experienced it herself based on her own involvement
Setting up a disparity between what she thought might unfold and what actuallyedccur
allowed Bly to increase the credibility of her narrative.

Another way Bly increased her credibility is by her own questioning of hetyabil
feign insanity. Bly discounts her ability to gain entrance into the asylumhenlouilds the
readers’ feelings of apprehension, as they naturally question if anyone carddsfulty feign
insanity. She posits, “I had little belief in my ability to deceive the insaxiperts, and | think
my editor had less” (6). However, in the beginning of her text, she confidently shgsl, Sbme
faith in my own ability as an actress and thought | could assume insanity long emough t
accomplish any mission intrusted [sic] to me. Could | pass a week in the insahatw

Blackwell’s Island? | said | could and would. And I did” (5). In first claengithat she believes
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in her own ability to feign insanity and then discounting that ability, Bly wafflesntionally to

build suspense in her narrative. Since she wrote this text after her releasieefeBsylum, she

knew that she had been successful in feigning insanity, yet she wanted hertocegdession

whether or not her stunt was possible, a question probably not unlike one that Bly had grappled
with before engaging in her investigation. Her inclusion of her sense of rmisthes own

abilities makes the actuation of her stunt more convincing and awe-inspiring.

Reflecting upon her ten-day stay in the asylum, Bly chronicles the dayto-da
experiences that she faced alongside those other women whom she met on Biatdtaadl.
She strives to present an even-handed assessment, presenting both the positiaiaad neg
implications of institutionalization. Throughout her narrative, Bly consciausgjptiates her
presentation of self to appeal to her audience. She works to maintain an ideahbzscipoir
womanhood consistent with the gender conventions of her day. Although she was entering the
public sphere with her writing, Bly was confined to a private sphere with her cosmtdmsr
writing focuses on the privatized world of the asylum. In order to negotiate the ppbére
successfully, while focusing on a private discourse, she needed to presenalsaadally
throughout her narrative. To be considered a lady, Bly’s sexual purity needed tocheildisc
because she was a young, unmarried woman.

Bly recognized the necessity of this portrayal of chastity. For pbeanvhen a doctor
guestioned her if she is “a woman of the town” or if she allows “men to provide for ffter] a
keep [her],” Bly reports: “I felt like slapping him in the face, but | had to maintaj
composure, so | simply stated, ‘I do not know what you are talking about. | have aedyest
home’ (40). Bly mentions her desire to slap the male doctor because of higartsedt

character, and this claim is a rhetorical move. She allows the reader toyoe prer thoughts
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in this instance, and her disclosure is intentional: Bly uses this instance tacbnest only her
reputation as a genteel lady, but she also avoids being defined as “a woman about town,” a
descriptor that would have offended her readership and tarnished her purity.

In maintaining her composure, Bly also enacted a stereotypical fearaibility by
remaining demure and unthreatening. By remarking that she did not know what then@dsctor
talking about, Bly was not being disingenuous; rather, she wanted her readers tanddeas
she turned a deaf ear to such unwarranted accusations. In dealing with éise Biyrsought to
present herself as a lady as well. As if sharing a secret, Blydesrtb her readers, “The other
nurses made several attempts to talk to me about lovers, and asked me if | wolkeltodidive
one. They did not find me very communicative on the—to them—popular subject” (84). By
remaining reticent on this point, Bly avoids the precarious situation that she wealthhad
had she admitted to lovers or engaged in further conversations on this topic likedgne ter
reputation and isolate her from her readership.

Throughout her text, Bly depicts the asylum on Blackwell’s Island as a plere wmany
enter but few leave. This depiction is another rhetorical move that positions Bly in the
journalistic field as a stunt reporter and builds her ethos. Securing her oowatéram the
asylum, prearranged by Cockerill and Werld’s attorney, allowed Bly to accomplish her stunt
with a sense of certainty concerning her escape. Once she arrived omttheislaoat, a man
escorted her to the ambulance that transported her to the asylum for women. Althougly know
quite well where she was, Bly asked the man, “What is this place?” To which ieel repl
“Blackwell’s Island, an insane place, where you'll never get out’odh(Days48). Bly
continually refers to this motif in her text—that the asylum is near ineseafmalbts patients—

to spark the readers’ interest and build suspense. She expounds upon this idea: “The insane
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asylum on Blackwell's Island is a human rat-trap. It is easy to get in, beitlo@e it is
impossible to get out{Ten Day<93). The readers understand that Bly was fortunate to have
been able to leave this institution where so many others have been held captias. aBiillful
writer, builds interest by describing harrowing conditions, causing retwetsnder how she
managed to escape. By harkening back to the motif that the asylum seemssoepalvie, Bly
further solidifies her achievement as a stunt reporter.

Another recurring theme in Bly’s text that builds her rhetorical ethberisognizance of
and sympathy for those women confined to the asylum, women who have little hopedse rel
As Bly nears the asylum after leaving the ambulance, she knows the stahesvaimen she is
with, for these are the same women with whom she had spoken at Bellevue’s insaoe. pavili
While Bly experiences a moment of victory and hope in finally achievingdedrof arriving at
the asylum, she is disheartened by the defeat and hopelessness of those women ar8ined her
declares, “As the wagon was rapidly driven through the beautiful lawns up to/hine asy
feelings of satisfaction at having attained the object of my work weatlygdampened by the
look of distress on the faces of my companigfii€n Days49). Bly’s benevolence marks her
rhetorical ethos, as she desires that these seemingly innocent women dvaidgush. She
further remarks, “Poor women, they had no hopes of a speedy delivery. They wgrdrban
to a prison, through no fault of their own, in all probability for life. In comparison, how much
easier would it be to walk to the gallows than to this tomb of living horr¢fei Days49). Bly
paints a bleak picture of the future of these women.

Bly uses the image of the gallows to represent a quick death that she det¢onbi@e
seemingly less tortuous than the fate that awaits these women. Blysdaoetee futures of

these women who “through no fault of their own” are forced into “the tomb of livingisgtro
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where they have little to no hope of freedom. Bly seems to view death as a fgeeglem than
life in the asylum, and she resolves to share a story that venerates these V& argues, “I
determined then and there that | would try by every means to make my missionfiftbeng
suffering sisters; that | would show how they are committed without anmdle(fen Day52).
Bly’s compassion toward those less fortunate than she is consistent throughext &edt
similarly draws the readers’ sympathies for the plight of those patidra were
institutionalized for seemingly illegitimate reasons.

Bly draws these sympathies with concrete details by proving thahtsatire considered
insane without proper medical examination or what Bly describes as an “amlpl€Ten Days
52). Bly provides evidence that the doctors within Blackwell’s Island Womematiou
Asylum misdiagnose women as insane as a result of their inadequate rethewvwomen’s
testimony. Bly shares the story of Mrs. Louise Schanz, a German woman kéroguestioned
by the doctor, could neither understand him nor provide him with answers to any of his
guestions, except in German. Although one of the nurses was from Germany and spoke Germa
she refused to serve as an interpreter. Viewing the nurse’s refusahgsualence and the
doctor’s dismissal as insolence, Bly asks, “Can such carelessness kaekausder, when it
IS SO easy to get an interprete(Pén Days2). Bly posits that Mrs. Schanz was “given no
chance to prove her sanity. Confined most probably for life behind asylum bars, without even
being told in her language the why and wherefore” (52). In viewing Schanz asreofict
improper care and provision, Bly makes a poignant analogy: “Compare this withirsatrwho
is given every chance to prove his innocence. Who would not rather be a murderer arel take th
chance for life than be declared insane, without hope of esc@pE?YDay$2-53). Bly argues

that at least the criminal has a chance of freedom if he is proven innocent, ati¢hés at the
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Blackwell’s Island are deemed guilty of insanity without even being ghvehance to defend
their own cases.

Bly faced a delicate situation as she sought to question the authority of tltalmedi
community whom she casts as largely incompetent. To be sure, male physicians wiadetbmi
the medical field at the time often lacked professional training and wene agasition to offer
expertise about the female body, an entity about which they possessed little knowlddige
discussing the destructive “rest cure” treatment that Silas WethMitprescribed to Charlotte
Perkins Gilman and that Gilman used as her basis for writing “The Yellowpafzer” in 1892,
Suzanne Poirier argues, “The combination of [men’s] honest medical ignorance cottipled w
[men’s] cultural biases served to give women little latitude in their indiVideeds and even
less voice in assessing the health care they received” (16). Bly Birattempted to convince
her audience that the male doctors’ assessments of the patients withinuhevasyé less astute
than her own. Bly tells of women whom she deduced were as sane as she but weyeathpris
despite their pleas for release and declarations of sanity: “I leti4hae ward with pleasure and
regret—pleasure that | was once more able to enjoy the free breath of hegvetrthat | could
not have brought with me some of the unfortunate women who lived and suffered with me, and
who, | am convinced, are just as sane as | was and am now myself” (8). These versenahlev
to carry on intelligent and rational conversations with Bly, and Bly was abseéotain that the
placement of these women within the asylum was unjust and unwarranted.

After she had fooled two medical examiners at the Bellevue pavilion ingviogjithat
she was insane, Bly argues, “l began to have a smaller regard for thecdhibtstors than |
ever had before, and a greater one for myself. | felt sure now that no doctor tauhetteer

people were insane or not, so long as the case was not vidlentDays40). Bly's confidence
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in the medical community greatly plummeted as a result of her involvement withatinet her

further interaction with the other patients. In her report, Bly questions thity abihe

psychiatric medical community in order to bolster her rhetorical ethos and tygtositother

area of necessary reform: that regulations be imposed on the doctors to enshedrtha

diagnoses are correct and that innocent women are not placed into asylumsguititbcause.

Whereas Bly depicts many patients who are housed within the asylum withourcevide

of their insanity, Bly similarly describes those patients within thetuigin who experience

hallucinations, hysteria, and madness, women whom Bly deemed should be instiagtbnali

With approximately 1,600 female patients confined to Blackwell’s Island, onegsoigh, whom

Bly refers to as “unfortunates,” are those women “from the Lodge,” thae phat houses the

group of women considered most violent. Bly encountered some of these women during one of

the patients’ supervised walks on the grounds, and she provides a vivid account of themt appare

madness: “Some were yelling, some were cursing, others were singirayorg or preaching,

as the fancy struck them, and they made up the most miserable collection of huitnadigver

seen” (69). Bly witnessed their incoherent mumblings and chaotic screams, amolsin

these sights and sounds were truly unforgettable. She also describes madhessews its

indelible mark on some patients:
What a mysterious thing madness is. | have watched patients whose lips are
forever sealed in a perpetual silence. They live, they breathe, eat; the louman f
is there, but that something, which the body can live without, but which cannot
exist without the body, was missing. | have wondered if behind those sealed lips

there were dreams we ken not of, or if all was blank? (88)
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Even though Bly’s representation of madness here is bleak, it does attest taogigy¢bat she
possesses concerning the connection between the mind and the body. She conjectures that
without thissomethinghat she mentions, be it the mind, the soul, or the spirit, madness results.
Bly thought that women who showed symptoms such as these needed to be placed within the
asylum walls, but they did not deserve the harsh treatment that they faced atthefithe
nurses and physicians.
Bly argues that the living conditions that patients had to endure at the asylam wer
conducive to insanity. Bly explains that the patients’ daily routines conttibuteir insanity,
and she indicts the medical community for their mistreatment of the patientswrgties that an
unraveling of the patients’ psyches was often the result of their institusatiah within the
asylum, not a prior condition that brought them there. She finds the motto on the exterior of the
asylum to be farcical: It reads, “While | live | hope” (70). Based on her iexuess, Bly cast
another phrase that she viewed as being more fitting: “He would enters here leaveth hope
behind” (70). She presents the following challenge to “the expert physicaaitisistrate how
their treatment of the patients only worsens their conditions, leaving thénittAet hope for
recovery:
Take a perfectly sane and healthy woman, shut her up and make her sit from
6 A. M. to 8 P. M. on straight-back benches, do not allow her to talk or move
during these hours, give her no reading and let her know nothing of the world or
its doings, give her bad food and harsh treatment, and see how long it will take to
make her insane. Two months would make her a mental and physical Wiertk. (

Days72)
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Bly observed these mental and physical wrecks engaged in monotonous activities¢hat
compounded by the harsh living conditions they faced. Bly casts their plights as beanf no f
of their own, but the result of their mistreatment and mismanagement withirythe as

In describing the treatment of the patients at the asylum, Bly faitledbyunts what she
experienced when forced to consume the repulsive food provided to the patients. Despite her
strong hunger, she was unable to eat the bowl of pinkish-colored liquid (that the atliedits
tea) and the buttered bread due to the terrible taste of both. Miss Neville, ano#mvgadim
Bly befriended, told Bly, “You must force the food down . . . else you will be sick, and who
knows but what, with these surroundings, you may go crazy. To have a good brain the stomach
must be cared for'{Ten Day$8-59). Others, who faced the same deplorable conditions, later
substantiated these reports. Despite Miss Neville’s advice, Bly could neoincerise food, and
she shares that she “ate nothing that night,” the first of the eight nighshéhstayed in the
asylum on Blackwell’'s Island (59). With minimal nourishment, the patients, edvaghunger,
often fought during mealtime, stealing bread from one another. However, Bhjbésshe
meals provided for the staff to create a sharp contrast with what the pateretgiven. The
nurses and doctors were given “melons and grapes and all kinds of fruits, beautéwnead
and nice meat” (72); whereas Bly, finding a spider in her bread, thought it nfeestldid
consume anything that the hospital kitchen provided to her and the other patients.

In addition to describing the nearly inedible meals, Bly also discusses thleatiomand
horror that she experienced during the administering of the weekly baths. Blyaéuel
rhetorical ethos with the inclusion of the bath, as she describes how the womeatackwith
little regard for the personal privacy or personal decency. Bly destiabeshe was ordered to

undress. When she refused, she was forced to remove all of her clothing, while adraahg
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of patients stood within viewing distance. Bly quickly “jumped into the bathtub with more

energy than grace” to evade their glances, and she requested that the onloaitezd tielaave

to no avail Ten Days50). Bly describes the dirty bathwater as being “ice-cold” and the rdgs tha

were being used by the attendant as being “discolored” (59-60). Bly noted thait¢inésvnot

changed, as all women are bathed in the same dirty water, and the “samseatevusied on all

the women, those with eruptions [sores] or those with@wth Days84). The bath scene

presents a stark reality where Bly verges on insanity herself as aofabidtdeplorable

conditions she faced. She paints a vivid picture of her harrowing experience in time: asyl
My teeth chattered and my limbs were goose-fleshed and blue with cold.
Suddenly I got, one after the other, three buckets of water over my head—dce-col
water, too—into my eyes, my ears, my nose and my mouth. | think | experienced
some of the sensations of a drowning person as they dragged me, gasping,
shivering and quaking, from the tub. For once | did look insane. | caught a
glance of the indescribable look on the faces of my companions, who had
witnessed my fate and knew theirs was surely following. (60)

Bly depicts the horrors and humiliation of her bath to allow her readers to concephaoatizhe

staff treated the women within the asylum with little regard or respegtmahtions that she

“did look insane” as an additional rhetorical move to illustrate that even a sanewould

appear to be insane if her personal autonomy is stripped away and she is treateddlyhuma

On September 26, during Bly’s first night in the asylum, the staff placed héyakesl
room. Unable to sleep, Bly contemplated the horrific fate that the patientd faoalif the

building caught fire. Bly illustrates her concern for fire safety:
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Every door is locked separately and the windows are heavily barred, so that
escape is impossible. In the one building alone, | think Dr. Ingram told me, [are]
some three hundred women. They are locked, one to ten to a room. Itis
impossible to get out unless these doors are unlocked. A fire is not improbable,
but one of the most likely occurrences. Should the building burn, the jailers or
nurses would never think of releasing their crazy patients. This | can prove to y
later when | come to tell of their cruel treatment of the poor things intr{sitg
to their care. As | say, in case of fire, not a dozen women could escape. All
would roast to deathTén Days3)
In describing the asylum as a likely inferno, a place where hundreds of véd e lost if the
building caught fire, Bly argues that the “jailers” or nurses would do nothing¢otlsa patients;
in saying this, Bly pulls the heartstrings of her audience, and she points oud af r@ferm that
must be realized to ensure patient safety in the future. Bly argues, “lthdesss a change
there will some day be a tale of horror never equalédh Day$3). The momentum driving
Bly’s rhetorical ethos is her demand for reform, and before her releas¢hfechospital, she
spoke with Dr. Ingram, one of the few staff who showed her kindness in the asylum, about the
possibility of using locks that could be released by the turn of a crank at the end of.the hall
Using technology of this nature (as Bly knew existed in prisons) would allow théostaflock
numerous doors at once, making the possibility of the patients’ escape duringnadirenore
likely (Ten Days4). Bly’s concern with patient safety became increasingly realized s¥ee
entered the asylum and spoke with numerous patients, and once released, she sought to secure

fire safety as a top priority for reform at the institution.
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In addition to the issue of fire safety, Bly found the nurses’ use of asylum patgent
housekeepers appalling and in need of reform. Bly describes how the nurses usedrntsetpati
clean the facilities:
A number of women were ordered to make the beds, and some of the patients
were put to scrubbing and others given different duties which covered all the
work in the hall. It is not the attendants who keep the institution so nice for the
poor patients, as | had always thought, but the patients, who do it all themselves—
even to cleaning the nurses’ bedrooms and caring for their clothing. (67)

Rather than receiving the medical care that they needed, asylum patledtsitan

environment that they should not have been responsible for maintaining. Bly félttaatan

injustice to force the patients to complete these housekeeping tasks; thd htispidants who

are paid for such work should take care of these duties.

In the care of a staff that Bly characterized as abusive, demanding, ansidiecate, the
patients found it futile to defy the nurses, for the patients feared tremi{ays$7). During a
routine visit from Superintendent Dent, he asked many of the patients how thefgelieig
None of them replied, and Bly found this behavior disconcerting considering that the sam
patients were more than willing to speak with her concerning their poor plighthdlght that
if the patients confided in the superintendent, telling him about their inadequéatag;labld
baths, insufficient food, and forced labor that surely improvements would be made. However,
the patients argued that “the nurses would beat them if they T@d’Days/1). Fearful of the
nurses, patients faced deplorable circumstances and engaged in housekeepint tisles w

chance of evading such unwarranted responsibilities or undesirable living conditions.
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To avoid the sensationalism that often characterizes tales of abuse, Bly honed her
rhetorical ethos to elicit honest accounts from those patients whom she inéelcemcerning
how the nurses treated them. She gained specific details to chronicle thatmestteand
neglect that the patients endured at the hands of the nurses. Bly recounts howallys®a&
of the most abusive nurses, beat an insane woman and gave her a black eye, attesytitthget
her by force. Bly describes the nurses as gossips with foul mouths who spokeusigli@bout
the doctors and other nursd@®( Days84). Based on specific testimony, Bly further explains
how nurses scratched, pinched, choked, and taunted patients, treating them more like animal
than human beingd én Days80-81). Bly mentions a woman who described how the nurses
pulled out her hair, and to provide concrete evidence for her audience, Bly reports how she
personally viewed the women’s bald patch to confirm that the accusations veerélowever,
Bly does mention the kindness of one nurse who serves as a foil to the other attendeamts: “I
to say that the night nurse, Burns, in hall 6, seemed very kind and patient to the poor, afflicted
people” (84). Burns, however, seems the rare exception.
The kindness of this nurse serves as a sharp contrast to the multiple descriptiBlys tha

gives of nurses engaging in deplorable behavior. Bridget McGuinness, omg watlevas
housed at the Retreat and later at the Lodge, where the most violent of patideist.gorovides
Bly with her horrific experience:

The beatings | got [at the Retreat] were something dreadful. | wad podend

by the hair, held under the water until | strangled, and | was choked and kicked.

The nurses would always keep a quiet patient stationed at the window to tell them

when any of the doctors were approaching. It was hopeless to complain to the

doctors, for they always said it was the imagination of our diseased brains, a
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besides we would get another beating for telling. They would hold patients under
the water and threaten to leave them to die there if they did not promise not to tell
the doctors. We would all promise, because we knew the doctors would not help
us, and we would do anything to escape the punishment. (qtd. TreBlpays
86-87)
Although the Lodge and the Retreat by their names sounded like pleasant ahtiaestis,
these were the facilities on the island where the insane women werd twgatéhe most
disrespect and abuse. Bly includes testimonies from women who were forcedthe Sk@treat
and the Lodge to provide examples to illustrate that reform is necessamyrtwve the
inexcusable treatment that patients were forced to endure at these$adliy explores but then
retracts her desire to be housed at these facilities for the most violent tdsnthaad intended
to have myself committed to the violent wards, the Lodge and the Retreat, butgdten |
testimony of two sane women and could give [their testimonies], | decided &Kk toy
health—and hair—so | did not get violent” (93-94). Showing her benevolence for the patients
and communicating her desire to improve their situations, Bly included testimsudh as
these, given by the women who stayed in the violent wards, to forge her rhettisal €hese
testimonies also saved her from having to endure the mistreatment that she wotéa édbvad
she gone to the Retreat or the Lodge.

After ten days of experiencing asylum life, Bly was released when ReHendricks, a
lawyer fromThe New York Wor|ccame and explained to the medical authorities that Bly should
be allowed to leave because her friends wanted to take charge of her. Althoufgrénsecto
her friends more than likely referred to Bly’'s mother and her family, thenaftarsed this

excuse to convince the asylum’s physicians that upon her release, Bly would bsafetbare
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of loved ones. In her account, Bly reflects on her experience among the womenrsyiuhe a
“For ten days | had been one of them. Foolishly enough, it seemed intensely cdfeslet
them to their sufferings. | felt a Quixotic desire to help them by symaaiti presencegTen
Days94).

After her release, Bly appeared before a grand jury of “twenty-tugest presences” to
share her story and make suggestions for reform. She argues, “I longed to hef God's
most unfortunate children whom | had left prisoners behind me. If | could not bringlthem
boon of all boons, liberty, | hoped to least influence others to make life more beardab&nid
(Ten Day®95). The all-male jury, yet another example of the unempowered status of women at
the time, asked that Bly accompany them to the asylum, and just two weeks following her
release, Bly returned to the island with the group of male jurors. Dr. Dent, the sermirtt
spoke with the jury once they arrived at Blackwell’s Island, sharing tieah&d no means by
which to tell positively that the bath was cold and of the number of women put into the sam
water. He knew the food was not what it should be, but said it was due to lack of funds” (94).
The jury continued to question Dent concerning the complaints that Bly had voiced about the
institution.

Dent said that he had no way of knowing whether or not the nurses were being cruel, but
he did assent to the incompetent nature of the doctors, which resulted from “the lackhsftone
secure good medical men” (qtd. in Bly 94). Dent thanked Bly for conducting her inviestigat
and he applauded her for her efforts: “I am glad you did this now, and had | known your purpose
| would have aided you. We have no means of learning the way things are goipigt@xiceas
you did” (qtd. in Bly 94). Dent lauded Bly’'s approach, and his approval of her intentions as a

stunt reporter spoke to the efficacy of her investigation and her appealfofor.re
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The jurors also asked that Mrs. Anne Neville be brought in for questioning. Neville
initially arrived on the island with Bly, and Bly suggested that Neville betgues! to
corroborate Bly’s report. Neville discloses the following to show the sharpasbb&tween
what happened when she arrived with Nellie Brown and the changes brought aboundpilavi
publication of Bly’'s newspaper reports:

When Miss Brown and | were brought here the nurses were cruel and the food
was too bad to eat. We did not have enough clothing, and Miss Brown asked for
more all the time. | thought she was very kind, for when a doctor promised her
some clothing she said she would give it to me. Strange to say, ever since Miss
Brown has been taken away everything is different. The nurses are very kind and
we are given plenty to wear. The doctors come to see us often and the food is
greatly improved. (qtd. in BlyTen Days96-97)
The evidence from Miss Neville showed that many changes had occuringd tivé asylum, and
those improvements pleased Bly and the jury members. Many of the patients of whom Bly
spoke of in her reports, who might have also been questioned to corroborate her findings, had
either been released from the asylum or were moved to other buildings on theTisiaixhys
97-98).

Bly concludes her text with mention of how she achieved the reform that she sbught: *
hardly expected the grand jury to sustain me, after they saw everythingrmififem what it had
been while | was there. Yet they did, and their report to the court advises &latigees made
that | had proposedTen Day<98). Bly was uncertain if the court believed her case considering
that the environment of the asylum upon their investigation differed greatly fromrepbe she

gave, but upon Miss Neville’s testimony, the jurors realized that word o$ Béyort and their
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impeding visit to the asylum were adequate reasons for the asylum to placehsmmes into
effect. Bly further argues, “I have one consolation for my work—on the strehgty story the
committee of appropriation provides $1,000,000 more than was ever before given, for tite benefi
of the insane” (98). Bly ends h&en Days in a Mad-houseith this idea, and by doing so, she
lends power to her rhetorical ethos, as she seeks to prove that her text accongibsimeand
improved the plight of those women within the asylum. Bly realized her goal of helpirg thos
women, and by aiding them, she helped herself to gain an audience and a careealiarfour
This investigative report landed her the dream jobhat New York WorldIn this two-part

series of articles based on her stay in the Women’s Lunatic Asylum, Becf@dja presentation
of self that clearly marked her rhetorical ethos, setting her apart frooohemporaries, both in
journalistic approach and in content.

In a forthcoming book by Michael L. Keene and Katherine H. Adams, enfitled
“Frenzy of the Visible”: Women Depicted, 1880-1920 and Bey8ihds work is cast as a
contributor to this “frenzy of the visible,” a phrase coined by film historian-leais Comolli.

(I will be using excerpts from their to-be-published book based on the partial mantsaript

was provided, following the pagination from that manuscript for parenthetiaibos). Keene

and Adams use the description to define the period of 1880 to 1920, a period that “witnessed the
development of the first national visual culture, appearing as a result of avedwflinvention,
reproduction, and distribution” of visual images (Keene and Adams 3-4). Keene and Adams
argue that the increased circulation of information promoted the “nationaltmgr&éa visual

culture,” and in this thriving visual culture, “one especially important ingnéavas women,
especially young and beautiful ones, ubiquitously selling themselves and otheoditiest

(Keene and Adams 3-4). By tracing “the first national marketing of vaitiguess’ or ‘brands’
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of women,” Keene and Adams include Bly among those examples, demonstrating how wome
became a profitable visual representation of American culture (3-4).
Bly exhibited a particular “brand” of women as a stunt reporter. Her daring
achievements as a workingwoman created this “type” of fearless feKedee and Adams
posit, “Newspapers at the end of the nineteenth century created nationally knaamafict
characters, called ‘stunt girls,” who were just as artistically det@teas characters in plays or
films. These journalists took on a specific part—as the risk-taker—providing gwessas well
as titillation and shock” (6). By becoming nationally “visible,” women like Rilgiaved a status
that secured their positions not only as writers of the news but also as makasweélk, as
characters in their own provocative stories. Keene and Adams illustrateaBiltg to achieve
this goal:
Although many women worked on the women's pages at newspapers, only these
“stunt girls” secured public attention, with their looks and their choice of placing
their bodies in danger constantly featured. Newspapers featured picturespf t
often in scanty clothing, along with their investigative news articles. $mtost
visible and even shocking work role, women appeared as individuals on the loose
in a dangerous world without a support system or colleagues, without any
training, assuming risks as they took on corrupt institutions. With assumed names,
often from songs or fiction, they became well-known characters in their own
papers and through syndication across the nation. (6)
Keene and Adams argue that Bly’s rhetorical ethos was not only forgest myords, but also
through the visual representation of her bodily image alongside those words. Kkt Reoré

Page Girls: Women Journalist in American Culture and Fiction, 1880-1988h Marie Lutes
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posits a similar claim. She argues, “Female reporters offered tcheasecertainty and
alienation of urban life by using their bodies as conduits for the news, projdaingelves into
their stories and thus into their readers’ lives” (Lutes 6). The embodied ex@eakthe female
stunt reporter made her news story personally relevant as she used her Ingegoie and
negotiate the news.

Bly’s next big story also involved her “stunt girl” willingness to makeljty a
“conduit” for the news. Bly determined that she would attempt to beat trenfttirecord” set
by Phileas Fogg, the main character in Jules Verne’s popular Aauetd the World in Eighty
Days. To beat the “record” set by Verne’s protagonist, Bly knew that her speed ofiayelf
paramount importance, but she also realized the need to offer enough details abswaac
customs while on her journey, at least to assure her readers that she did, indebd,plesies
along her itinerary. Bly succeeded in balancing her need for speed and ibetabdpture
vivid, convincing details by immersing herself into the locales where she lan@edf &éer stay
was relatively short. She lingered in some places long enough to file detpideid mbout the
people, customs, and places, reports that required some time. (The quotationdlthaé Ifrom
Around the World in Seventy-Two Days taken from the electronic copy of the book, which
does not provide pagination. In quoting Bly’'s sentences, | will maintain all ofdrerwse, but
for the sake of clarity and convenience, | have modernized some of Bly’s punttnegi few of
her quotes.)

When Bly asked Cockerill, hétew York Worladitor, if he supported her idea to
traverse the globe, he said that a report of that nature was better sugteddier journalist.
Cockerill said, “It is impossible for you to do it. . . . In the first place you areraam and would

need a protector, and even if it were possible for you to travel alone you would neeg so carr
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much baggage that it would detain you in making rapid changes . . . no one but a man can do
this” (qtd. in Bly,Aroundn. pag.). With her resolve not to let a man take this story away from
her, she quickly retorted, “Start the man, and I'll start the same day for someentispaper

and beat him”Aroundn. pag.). Knowing that Bly would accomplish this feat with or without
his approval, Cockerill consented to let Bly do the story.

On November 14, 1889, Bly left on her journey, approximately a year after she pitched
the idea to Cockerill. While on her trip, Bly sent brief, periodic messagdsettNew York World
that were published as she traveled so that her readership could track her wheigaleading
these episodic reports. These reports, usually nothing more than a quickly affisiadde or a
delayed letter, lefVorld editors scrambling for copy to sustain readers’ interest in the story. To
keep the story going for the nearly two and a half months that Bly was gones ealigdy let a
day pass in which the newspaper did not mention something concerning her travetsamtis i
of itself was a feat, considering that days with no first- or even secondipaontsieom Bly far
outnumbered the days when news from her or from a foreign correspondents did arrive. To
sustain the story’s momentuifihe New York Worlduoted excerpts from other out-of-town
newspapers lauding Bly’s achievements (Kroeger 150). They printed minitragelty
highlight points of interest along her itinerary, where she may or may not haeé&et. They
also included speculation pieces written by travel experts, attempting te lgaughances of
success to achieve her feat in less than eighty days (Kroeger 161-62).

The most productive means of sustaining audience interest in Bly’s journegaddsoin
the editors’ idea to create a contest for the readers. The contestegneader involvement by
allowing them to try to guess her exact time of travel. The reader who cantests to

guessing Bly’s total travel time would win a free trip to Europe. For the mohtbecember
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1889 and January 1890, every issu&lod Worldincluded a ballot on which readers could cast
their projection for the “Nellie Bly Guessing Match” (Kroeger 150-51). OreDuxer 2, 1889,
the day after readers had first received their ballots, an astonishing 100,0€ipg@gisent in
their guesses. Th&orld no longer remained at a loss for what to print; the ballots from
contestants provided fodder to fuel further copy for weeks (Kroeger 150).

As she traveled around the world, Bly documented her personal experiences for her
readers so that she could provide a more detailed account of her journey upon her return. When
she returned from her tourhe New York Worldrinted the first four chapters of her travelogue
in the Sunday edition on February 2, 1890. They continued to print the remaining instaliments
three additional Sunday editions, running on February 9, February 16, and the last one on
February 23 (Kroeger 178). She later compiled her newspaper selectionsrilgh f
explication into a book-length manuscript that was published in 1890, the same year that she
returned from her journey.

To highlight Bly’s attractive appearandéie Worldprovided a photograph image of Bly
in her traveling garb next to her articles. Bly opted to carry only one piecggdidms and she
noted that readers often asked her what she packed for such a journey. She describes
contents of her luggage:

One never knows the capacity of an ordinary hand-satchel until dire necessity
compels the exercise of all one's ingenuity to reduce every thing to tHestmal
possible compass. In mine | was able to pack two traveling caps, three veits, a pa
of slippers, a complete oultfit of toilet articles, ink-stand, pens, pencils, and copy
paper, pins, needles and thread, a dressing gown, a tennis blazer, a small flask and

a drinking cup, several complete changes of underwear, a liberal supply of
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handkerchiefs and fresh ruchings [a decorative pleat or frill of fabric] antd mos

bulky and uncompromising of all, a jar of cold cream to keep my face from

chapping in the varied climates | should encounter. (®lgundn. pag.)
Bly listed the contents of her luggage to prove that a woman could travel light, exen for
journey that might last over two months. She argues, “It will be seen that if caeakng
simply for the sake of traveling and not for the purpose of impressing one's pelésengers,
the problem of baggage becomes a very simple gxr@udn. pag.). With this statement, Bly
addresses two female stereotypes: the tendency women have to carry tooggagk,land the
desire women have to impress others with their clothing and appearance duritrgubksr
Although Bly intentionally traveled light, she may have done so simply to provehthabsld;
when she pitched the idea of her journey to Cockerill, he posited that he did not think it possible
for a woman to travel with few parcels, but Bly managed to travel with only octeesé&d prove
him wrong. Bly was able to disrupt that stereotype, but she remained conscious of he
appearance and had a beautiful, all-weather travel garment made sihetiiiche purpose of
her journey.

Although someone suggested that Bly carry a revolver with her to insure her persona
safety during her travels, Bly disagreed with the recommendation: “I had strcing belief in
the world’s greeting me as | greeted it, that | refused to arm myideiew if my conduct was
proper | should always find men ready to protect me, let them be AmericanshERgisch,
German, or anything elseAfoundn. pag.). Bly’s refusal to carry a gun illustrates her belief
that the world would receive her as she received it. She believed that if shéec spese
whom she encountered, they would embrace her with kindness and hospitality as ve&dreher

Bly felt a gun was unnecessary. She argues that men of many differentlitegsowauld offer
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her protection if she needed it, and in making this argument, Bly places a grégroosnin and
dependence on others to insure her safety, a confidence that similarly dhiatraiveté in her
blind trust of seeming strangers.

By confessing her reliance upon foreign men to offer her protection, Bly also digplay
important aspect of her persona, a “weapon” that proved more valuable to her thewoarey:
her beauty. Bly knew that men found her attractive, and with this assumption that mén woul
protect her, she discloses that she thinks her sex appeal made it easietofgeheren to grant
what she wanted. Bly’s delicate utilization of her persona required that skatgresself as
affable and alluring, as a lady who welcomed the protection of a man, not\ere®ased on
her attractiveness and likeability, Bly believed that foreign men would coimer taid if she
needed assistance. Much of Bly's success derived from her ability to penseiade help her
accomplish her goals. Whether she was being protected or promoted, Bly ofterensed she
honed a persona that provided her with opportunities for her personal gain, opportunities grante
to her by men.

In her account, as Bly departs for her journey, she acknowledges a sense ofdrepidat
concerning her trip around the world and the possible dangers she might encouaeoff...
and shall | ever get back? Intense heat, bitter cold, terrible storms, stkpweyers, all such
agreeable topics had been drummed into me until | felt much as | imagine one e@bifighut
in a cave of midnight darkness and told that all sorts of horrors were waiting to gobhlg’ one
(Bly, Aroundn. pag.). While considering the many possibly threatening situations that others
warned her about, she sarcastically describes them as “agreeablayesnwbice to her fears to

increase the feeling of suspense for her readers. She shares hersatoxiktigtrate the
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innumerable “sorts of horrors” that might await her and to highlight her own courags®usne
being willing to face uncertainty as an invincible female.

Although Bly initially shares her fears by questioning her safety, e resolves to
suppress her self-doubt, as she exhibits a great confidence in her own abiliiEsetron this
journey. As she departs on tAagusta Victoriathefirst ship of her tour, Bly argues, “Silently |
marveled at my boldness to attempt such a feat wholly unused, as | was, toaggsvdtill |
did not entertain one doubt as to the res#itbundn. pag.). Bly considered her trek a bold
undertaking, but she similarly removes all doubt from her mind concerning the finatneuod
her travels. Despite a bout of seasickness—what Bly referred to atiséase of the wave™—
that kept her in the bed from seven p.m. on the first day of her journey to four p.m. on the second
day, she remained assured that she would complete her task.

As Bly began her journey by crossing the Atlantic aboard\tiguista Victoriashe
mentions her curiosity about and interest in the other passengers. As ifraflengécret to her
readers, she confides, “I think it is only natural for travelers to take an innoeastif@ in
studying the peculiarities of their fellow companion&fdundn. pag.). Bly’s strong penchant to
“study the peculiarities” is a source of constant amusement for her re@dertlls of a man
who “counted his pulse after every meal” and another who “counted the number of steps he took
every day” Aroundn. pag.). Both of these men sparked her curiosity, but her interest was soon
diverted to a woman who apparently claimed that she “had not undressed since shédafteher
in New York” (Aroundn. pag.). This woman reasoned that any minute the ship could sink, and
she “determined to go down dressed®tqundn. pag.). Bly describes people with their personal
idiosyncrasies, illustrating that she easily found material to write abeoem aboard a ship at

sea.
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When writing for her readers, Bly presents her persona as an interestimng agitful
writer to shape her audience’s perception of her. She wants to appear smarij¢ealls
observant, reliable, entertaining, and eminently likeable. To achieve this personan&s her
ability to make herself as well as the various other travelers take onsalgeamic characters.

She peppers her stories with humor and tragedy, as she reveals compellingoh$eegisrsona
while unveiling the lives of other pilgrims and pedestrians whom she met along thé&/\ilg
striving to achieve this great challenge of circling the globe in record Bipesucceeds at
securing the appreciation and trust of her readers, an accomplishmeatubatas a tribute to
her skill as a rhetorician who just happens to be a woman.

Before Bly reaches her first port of call, she records a conversation atmghérs’
knowledge of the United States that she had with Captain Albers and others abdaiglidta
Victoria. To her surprise, she notes, “Many were the discussions about the erroneous impression
entertained by most foreigners about Americans and America. Some one [siia@nhat the
majority of people in foreign lands were not able to tell where the UniteelsSsdt Aroundn.
pag.). Captain Albers, whose experiences at sea had provided contact with nuarergunesrs,
stated, “There are plenty of people who think that the United States is onslatti@, iwith a few
houses on it” Aroundn. pag.). Bly provides no personal commentary to explain her viewpoint
on this topic, but she includes this exchange to show the supposed ignorance amongdoreigne
concerning their understanding of America as a developed nation. Bly also may nslhduack
her opinion because she did not know how foreigners viewed her homeland. Her trip, however,
provided her with that opportunity.

On November 21, 1889, after Bly had been at sea for a week, someone aboard the ship

spotted land. Bly describes the excitement on board, “The way every one . . . rushed on deck
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was surely not surpassed by the companions of Columbus when they discovered Ancanca.
not give any good reason for it, but | know that | looked at the first point of bleak |lamdie
interest than | would have bestowed on the most beautiful bit of scenery in the Wooldid

n. pag.). Having spent so many days at sea, Bly relished the sight of land, aist steaslired
the possibilities that awaited her as she prepared to disembark for Londdarafiieg at
Southampton.

As Bly and several other passengers began to disembark, a man offergd as $#ly’'s
escort to London. In determining not to carry a revolver, Bly formerly reasoneté¢natvould
offer her protection if she needed it, and once an opportunity arose for her to gain dwditoprot
Bly does not neglect to mention in her account how willingly a man sought to assume that
responsibility. The gentleman who offered to escort her “thought as it wae sorleather so
early, that the London correspondent, who was to have met [Bly], would not put in an
appearance’Aroundn. pag.). However, the London correspondent arrived to assist Bly, and he
convinced her prospective escort that she was in safekeeping. Her fellowr tsaietléHe [the
correspondent] is all right. If he had not been so, | should have gone to London with you
anyway. | can rest satisfied now for he will take care of ydudndn. pag.). Bly reflects on
his withdrawn offer: “I went away with a warm feeling in my heart for the kimathn who
would have sacrificed his own comfort to insure the safety of an unprotecteddgmindn.
pag.). This narrative does more than simply illustrate Bly’'s willingreesassume the role of
“unprotected girl,” it also shows Bly’s dependence upon her attractiveness dnlitatia
secure the companionship of a man to ease the burden of her journey. She had such confidence in
her beauty and self-assurance; she believed men would respond protectivelyrid trexy aid.

Additionally, Bly’s willingness to accept this man’s protection perhaps evineenaiveté, as
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she very nearly placed her blind trust in someone who may have been no more than a stranger
Bly possibly became acquainted with this man on her journey, but her travel accoumbtdoes
disclose the development of their relationship.

Bly soon boarded a train; a passenger coach had been attached to a specah il
expedite the transit of those wanting to head to London without further delay. \Wimgeon
the train, she assessed her accommodations as being adequate: “I took a surEgbéia
railway compartment. The little square in which | sat looked like a hotel omnibusaarabaut
as comfortable. The two red leather seats in it run across the car, one Haelangine, the
other backing the rear of the trailRrpbundn. pag.). Bly attempts to show her readers how
English rail travel compares to American, and by doing so, she also voices argqoestierning
her safety. She asks, “How should we get out if the train ran the traidRindn. pag.). She
mentions these concerns because she did not care for “the idea of being locked ikeadox li
animal in a freight train”Aroundn. pag.). The answer she received was “trains never run off
the track in England”Aroundn. pag.). To which she playfully responded, “Too slow for that”
(Aroundn. pag.). Bly, whose thoughts were usually situated on reform, dropped the
conversation about the possibility of train derailment, using the interactiondtrate her
humor.

Upon her arrival in London, Bly needed to obtain her passport from the American
Legation office. When Mr. McCormick, the Secretary of Legation, asked Blgdeerhe said,
“There is one question all women dread to answer, and as very few will give altreghdy, |
will ask you to swear to the rest first and fill in the other question afteywaless you have no
hesitancy in telling me your ageAfoundn. pag.). Although Bly responds by stating, “I will tell

you my age, swear to it, too, and | am not afra&fondn. pag.), she never discloses her age in
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her account to her readers, as she writes about this exchange with McCormick. dofdesrc
reported age, however, could be found on her passport that bore May 5, 1867, as her birth date.
Although Bly was really twenty-five at this time, her passport indicdtatishe falsely claimed
to be twenty-two. To qualify Bly’s shaving “three years off redbiythe rest of her years,”
Kroeger argues, “Victorian women were forever lying about their ages.pfactice was a
widely accepted nod to vanity, not entirely out of vogue even yet. Bly, for herquked even
younger than twenty-two and had a great deal invested in being ‘that giuicksgporter™
(Kroeger 145). Bly desired that her true age remain unknown, as she wanted to appeag as
as her passport record allowed.
Following the receipt of her passport in London, Bly traveled first by trainsaedvia
boat to arrive in Boulogne, France. While in Boulogne, she boarded yet another train for
Amiens. In this railcar, Bly questioned the use of private compartments, andctmed that
if a young woman were placed alone in the car with a stranger, then theseretbspaces might
create a possibly threatening situation for an unaccompanied lady. Bly cedstaeerican
women to be at an advantage in that the open American railcars provided them with the
protection of other passengers:
Small wonder the American girl is fearless. She has not been used to do-calle
private compartments in English railway carriages, but to large crondig\vary
individual that helps to swell that crowd is her protector. When mothers teach
their daughters that there is safety in numbers, and that numbers are the body-
guard that shield all woman-kind, then chaperones will be a thing of the past, and

women will be nobler and betteAroundn. pag.)
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Bly illustrates that a woman is safe when she is surrounded by others whoansta! upon to
ensure her protection. Understanding the safety in numbers, Bly presents a gegadog by
sharing her description of private railcars: Had she accepted the protddtierman who was
her fellow traveler aboard theugusta Victoriashe may have found herself in a precarious and
potentially scandalous situation, placed alone in a private car with him. Haviagrigglen on
the English rails, Bly may not have anticipated the private accommodatiangeVvel, in

avoiding this situation, Bly circumvented a circumstance where her naivetérahtrimt in her
fellow man may have outweighed her usual intelligence.

Upon her arrival in Franc&he New York Worldrranged for Bly to meet with Jules
Verne, the man who inspired her journey. Arriving in Amiens with her escort, a London
correspondent foFhe World Bly spied Jules Verne, his wife, and a Paris journalist, waiting to
greet them at the train platform. As she departed from the train, Bly lahteentéravel-worn
appearance, regretting that she had no opportunity to freshen up before meeting dws graci
guests:

When | saw them | felt as any other woman would have done under the same

circumstances. | wondered if my face was travel-stained, and if my asir w

tossed. | thought regretfully, had | been traveling on an American trdiaulds

have been able to make my to#et route so that when | stepped off at Amiens

and faced the famous novelist and his charming wife, | would have been as trim

and tidy as | would had I been receiving them in my own hoAreufdn. pag.)
Although Bly expressed regret for not being able to appear more kempt, hdremsoa

subsided once she saw the Vernes: “There was little time for regret. Thegdvancing
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towards us, and in another second | had forgotten my untidiness in the cordial welgpme the
gave me” Aroundn. pag.).

After riding by coach to their house, Bly met with Verne and his wife onlg &ort
time, so as not to delay her trip. She asked him what inspired him toAwouad the World in
Eighty Days He shared that he had read a newspaper article that noted that a trip around the
world would be possible in that amount of time, and the possibility prompted him to write his
novel. Bly found Verne and his wife to be gracious as host and hostess, and she apgreriated t
hospitality almost immediately: “There were no stiff formalitiesreeze the kindness in all our
hearts, but a cordiality expressed with such charming grace that beémtddeen many minutes
in their company, they had won my everlasting respect and devofiomir{dn. pag.). Bly
recounted that her meeting with the Verne couple was the great highlighttophand she
considered that her time with them made her journey worth the while.

After she departed from the Verne home, Bly headed to Calais aboarml lntrain as
the Club train, heralded as “the pride of France.” She was impressed by thestaagée on the
train, and she enjoyed the coffee they served after the meal: “I thought thig mleser®ing
coffee a very pleasing one, quite an improvement on our system, and quite wodbptafra
(Aroundn. pag). Once she arrived in Calais, she waited two hours for the arrival ofithe ma
train, and then she boarded it with “one thousand bags of mail” and a few other passenge
heading to BrindisiAroundn. pag.).

In her report of her journey, Bly discusses how women are treated, egpsbiatl she
felt as though they are being treated unequally. While traveling via raagllypshe provides
evidence to how women receive different accommodations than men during their méals on t

train: “A dining car was attached in the evening, but | was informed bydhgen that it was not
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exactly the thing for us to eat in a public car with men, so we continued to be servedtat®u
rooms” @Aroundn. pag.). Bly does not mention if she viewed this segregation as an
inconvenience or an advantage, but her inclusion of this detail illustrates how wovedsrsra
were not afforded the same privileges as men.

While sailing on thé&/ictoria from Brindisi, Italy, to Port Said, Egypt, Bly spent her
cruise analyzing the peculiarities of her fellow passengers. Blytsefibhe passengers formed
two striking contrasts. There were some of the most refined and lovely meolpbard, and
there were some of the most ill-bred and uncouttnbgndn.pag.). Those whom she viewed as
“ill-bred and uncouth” disrupted her evening meal, joining her table without invitatidmdur
insults at her, and generally making her feel uncomfortable. Conversely, shieedeacefined
Englishman “who belongs to the Civil Service in Calcutta” as taking a perswaist in her
safety that she welcomed: “Learning that | was traveling alone, he denoi of his time
looking out for my comfort and pleasure&roundn. pag.). This statement seems a recurrent
theme of her travelogue: that men were willing to offer their friendshigestédction to her
along the journey. Bly shares that she easily acquires the favor of merst@ié her likeability
as well as her attractiveness.

Bly remained critical of the accommodations for the passengers aboafidttirea. She
informs her readers that thMctoria was not as luxurious as she thought it should be:
TheVictoria is said to be the finest boat on the P. and O. Line, still it could not be
more unsuited for the trip. Itis very badly planned, being built so that a great
number of cabins inside are absolutely cut off from light and air. Itis a
compliment to call them cabins as they are really nothing more than small, dark,

disagreeable, and unventilated boxestogndn. pag.)
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The accommodations displeased Bly, and she allows her readers to envision howetingepass
were confined to small sleeping quarters. Discussing the service of Whalwvard thé/ictoria,
Bly criticizes them for being intolerable and unacceptable to her. She dffinesmpudence
and rudeness of servants in America is a standing joke, but if the servantd/aritdha are a
sample of English servants, | am thankful to keep those we have, such as’tiiAycanedn.
pag.). Despite the contempt she may have felt for the crew, Bly revedlseyalid not ruin her
experience aboard théctoria: “Notwithstanding all annoying trifles it was a very happy life we
spent in those pleasant water&tqundn. pag).

With over three hundred passengers aboaritteria, Bly forged many relationships
upon this vessel, and she recounted not only her interest in the passengers, but aiserdiseir i
in her: “Most of the women, whose acquaintances | formed, were very desirous of knowing all
about American women, and frequently expressed their admiration for ¢h&nfrerican
woman, many going so far as to envy me, while admiring my unfettered hapiesgidn.
pag.). For her readers, Bly embodies the persona of the “free Americaamvianfettered by
constraints that may have entangled other Victorian women. Bly’s depictiba dssie
American woman” illustrates a part of her persona integral to her travel datainShe was
conscious not only of her presentation of self as a woman, but also as an AmericarhisWith t
consciousness, she delicately sought to maintain some of the American expectati
womanhood, such as apparent chastity, benevolence, and good manners. Howeveradige simil
determined to challenge other expectations of womanhood, by partaking in tHistwavend
seeking to prove that she could accomplish this feat as well as any man.

Bly acknowledges that, by chance, the passengers aboafttibiéa initially mistook

her identity: “I had not been on tMéctoria many days until some one who had become friendly
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with me, told me it was rumored on board that | was an eccentric Americarsheaesling
about with a hair brush and a bank book. | judged that some of the attention | was recasving w
due to the story of my wealthAfoundn. pag.). This misunderstanding, to be sure, flattered and
amused Bly, but she determined to correct the falsehood once a young man, looking “to find a
wife who would settle £1,000 a year on him,” set his sights orAteudn. pag.). Bly also
includes this misconception to contribute to her persona. Not only did the other passengers vi
her as an American, but they also considered her to be a wealthy heiress. Tdpsuetization
illustrates that Bly's physical appearance and presentation of sefssgat other passengers.
She dressed well; she spoke well. She projected the image of an upper-clasarhwaman,
and she embraced this image by including this story in her narrative.

Bly also embraced the image of being an independent woman, one willing to make her
own decisions. After departing from the Suez Canal in Egypt, Bly arnivaden, Yemen,
where those aboard tMectoria were “warned by the officers on board not to go ashore to Aden
because of the intense heaidundn. pag.). Despite those admonitions, Bly went ashore. The
people of Aden sparked Bly’s curiosity, and she wrote concerning their beaesitul tShe
described their teeth as being “the finest white teeth of any mortals,harals® detailed how
they achieved such pearly whitésdundn. pag.). Bly says, “They get tree branches of a soft,
fibrous wood which they cut into pieces three and four inches in length. With one end of this
stick, scraped free of the bark, they rub and polish their teeth until they aret petheir
whiteness” Aroundn. pag.). Bly purchased these brushes for her teeth while in Aden: “I bought
several sticks and found them the most efficient as well as pleasant tooth tadstvehtried. |

felt a regret that some enterprising firm had not thought of importing this tseddltimber to
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replace the tooth-destroying brush used in Ameridadndn. pag.). Bly’s interest in oral
hygiene was consistent with her focus on her image.
Bly also describes an additional feature on an Aden pier that she felt wbetgption

in America:
A large board occupied a prominent position on the pier. On it was marked the
prices that should be paid drivers, boatmen, and like people. It was, indeed, a
praiseworthy thoughtfulness that caused the erection of that board, for it
prevented tourists being robbed. | looked at it, and thought that even in that land
there was more precaution taken to protect helpless and ignorant strangers than in
New York City, where the usual custom of night hack-men is to demand
exorbitant prices, and if they are not forthcoming, to pull off their coats ght fi
for it. (Aroundn. pag.)

By displaying the expected wages for services, the message board ar fhreented visitors

from being swindled out of their money. Bly determined that employing a mattnilar to

this in New York City would help prevent those dishonest dealings that she understood to be

commonplace. With an eye for reform, Bly, even in her travel correspondence, teopigintt

out those practices in other countries that she felt were worthy of impuigtoa in America.

Although Bly wrote her travel documents for a difference rhetorical purgbsenas not

focused on reform as she had been in her mad-house exposé), she, however, included prospects

for reform when she noticed cultural practices that she felt would benefiidamgias well.

Returning to th&/ictoria, Bly continued her journey from Aden, Yemen, to Colombo,

Ceylon [now Sri Lanka]. Before arriving in Colombo, Bly and several other ppaseviewed
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a lantern slide show. While being entertained by the display, Bly reflectéw @&utopean

approval of the monarchy and her own disapproval of American governmentalsfficia
The loyalty of the English to their Queen on all occasions, and at all times, had
won my admiration. Though born and bred a staunch American, with the belief
that a man is what he makes of himself, not what he was born, still | could not
help admiring the undying respect the English have for their royal fainiyng
the lantern slide exhibition, the Queen's picture was thrown on the white sheet,
and evoked warmer applause than anything else that evening. We never had an
evening's amusement that did not end by everybody rising to their feet and
singing "God Save the Queen." | could not help but think how devoted that
woman, for she is only a woman after all, should be to the interests of such
faithful subjects. With that thought came to me a shamed feeling that thase | w
a free born American girl, the native of the grandest country on earth, forced to be
silent because | could not in honesty speak proudly of the rulers of my land,
unless | went back to those two kings of manhood, George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln.

Unable to “speak proudly” of President Benjamin Harrison, America’s highextedlofficial,

Bly exposes how she felt isolated from the electoral process as a woman.n\didmet

receive the right to vote until 1920, thirty years after Bly shared this repporthermore, Bly

posited that America’s leaders failed to incite the same reaction otiaddfaat the dignitaries

of Europe received from their countrymen or, at least, in England.

After a five-day delay in Colombo, Bly took the first opportunity to depart aboard the

Orientalto China, a ship that she found more accommodating tharidtogia, with better food
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service and a more pleasant crew. Although Bly tends to write about the peoplelvehom s
encounters or the picturesque landscapes that she viewed, she also includahataiie
humorous simply because they exhibit Bly’s personality. While aboadrtaetal, Bly's
sleeping quarters were located next to a family. Bly, who greatly agi@@the opportunity to
sleep late, grew increasingly annoyed by the loud exchanges that took plac@eneng in the
adjoining cabin. As Bly tried to sleep, the father returned from his breakfast gaud lbedly
asking his young child: “What does baby say to mamma? . . . What does Baby say to papa? . ..
What does the moo-moo cow say, my treasure; tell papa what the moo-moo covAsaysd (
n. pag.). Bly could tolerate this banter only for so long, and on the sixth consecutivegmornin
that she heard this conversation verbatim, Bly responded by shouting from her cabin: “For
heaven’s sake, baby, tell papa what the moo-moo cow says and let me go to Areeidif.
pag.). Bly admits, “The fond parents did not speak to me after #adtigdn. pag.). This
experience allows Bly to express her exasperation, but the narrative poavedic. Bly
concludes the tale with the dream that haunted her once she returned to sleep thgt rorni
her dream, a group of babies riding upon a herd of cattle chased her down a hilladls they
chanted moo, moo, moédioundn. pag.).
After sailing on thériental, Bly arrived in Singapore. The presence of the marking
system that identified the people of Singapore by caste intrigued Bly:
The people in Singapore have ranks as have people in other lands. There they do
not wait for one neighbor to tell another or for the newspapers to inform the
public as to their standing, but every man, woman, and child carries his mark in
gray powder on the forehead so that all the world may look and read and know his

caste. Aroundn. pag.).
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Bly omits whether she feels this marking system is advantageous or ddtifoe the people of
Singapore, but Bly knew that a marking system such as this one reflected prajudlicgid
social stratification. With her commentary, she indicates that newsgaparsed in her country
to inform people of others’ “standing.” The society pages of American newspajoensed a
literate American public about social castes that were also rigid, ofted bagamily, fortune,

or both. By depicting the American newspaper society pages as an indfcsdoral standing,
Bly may be positing that at least the clearly-marked social cast@ésga@®re were in some way
more direct or honest than the American social class “markers” displayeevepaper pages in
her country. Bly, who improved her social standing and achieved fame through thepewspa
pages herself, was not immune to newspaper attacks that could just as easibedseraocial
standing.

TheOriental brought Bly to China, and she arrived there only thirty-nine days after she
had left Hoboken, New Jersey. In China, she went to the Oriental and Occidemtad!Spe
Company to inquire when the next vessel departed for Japan, the next stop on her. ifireerary
Bly’s surprise, the attendant at the steamship company told her that he beliezenhpetitor
might arrive back to New York in less than the seventy-five days that Bly hatigdjwere
necessary to complete her itinerary. The other woman whom he referred thzabstk
Bisland, a reporter sent Iosmopolitarn a race against Bly heading in the opposition
direction, departing from San Francisco, having crossed the Pacific on tiegfio§ther
journey. According to the man with whom Bly spoke, Bisland left from China for Ceytea t
days earlier, gaining quite a lead on Bly. Upon hearing the news that sthe femapetitor, Bly
was taken aback; she was completely unaware that someone else had embarksanoa the

journey, leaving the same day she began her travels. In her account, she argues, faaimgnot
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with anyone. | would not race. If someone else wants to do the trip in less tims,theht
concern. If they take it upon themselves to r@gainstme, it is their lookout that they succeed. |
am not racing. | promised to do the trip in seventy-five days, and | will dantufdn. pag.).
Rather than becoming dismayed, Bly resolved to continue with her journey, raciragamgt
time and not paying any heed to another who might stand in her way. This spirit diytenaci
defined Bly’s ethos, as she presented a persona of determination and fervor inimgitivertt
would not be quashed.

Bly’s sponsorship witiThe New York Worltelped facilitate her travels. While she was
in Hong Kong, she describes meeting with both the purser and the captai©ottrac the
next ship she would board to travel from China to Japan and on to San Francisco. On the day
that she landed in Hong Kong, after she departed fro@tieatal, the purser of th®©ceanic
met with her to say: “We want to take good care of you now that you are in our cffngaid
n. pag.). Captain Smith of ti@ceani¢c whom Bly described as a “youthful, good-looking man
with the softest blue eyes that seemed to have caught a tinge of the blcegihtsalled upon
her, and they spent her second day in Hong Kong sightséeimgn@dn. pag.). Meetings of this
type were not afforded to just any passenger; therefore, it seems pricbsiideulate thathe
World arranged these meetings to expedite Bly’s journey, allowing her to charnethehmno
would be responsible for her safe passage to San Francisco.

While in Hong Kong and possibly reflecting on time spent with Captain Smith, Bly
argues that the East seems the place to find a husband:

At every port | touched | found so many bachelors, men of position, means and
good appearance, that | naturally began to wonder why women do not flock that

way. It was all very well some years ago to say, “Go West, young man”; but
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would say, “Girls, go East!” There are bachelors enough and to spare! And a most
happy time do these bachelors have in the East. They are handsome, jolly and
good natured. They have their own fine homes with no one but the servants to
look after them. Think of it, and let me whisper, "Girls, go East!"
In jest, Bly beckons young, unmarried girls to come to Hong Kong, where mevedable and
plentiful, as she lauds Eastern men for their attractiveness and wealth. Basedraf he
exposure to their culture, Bly’s estimations of these men as likely husbandsaaretmbe
humorous and entertaining for her readers. To be sure, the length of timeythpéei in Hong
Kong was not long enough for her to obtain factual evidence that these men proved nmaee suita
for marriage than American men. By inviting young women to travel abroad to fintbg Bly
makes a comedic appeal, laughable in its implausibility, but entertainitsgreiriforcement of
the independent spirit of the America woman. This lighthearted plea for youngniatortgo
East” provides an example of how charming and humorous Bly’'s persona was fodieecea
who understood her wit, and who also recognized her allusion to the then-familiar words of
Horace Greeley, the editor ®he New York Tribune
During her time in Hong Kong, Bly traveled to the nearby city of Canton, China. BI
visited the execution grounds in Canton. In her travel account, she details the methods of
punishment used to put criminals to death: “It was an ordinary thing for ten to twienityats
to be executed at one time. The average number per annum is something like 400. Theoguide als
told us that in one year, 1855, over 50,000 rebels were beheaded in this narrovAatienti(.
pag.). The guide tells Bly that women are “bound to wooden crosses and cut tbgneces
“men are beheaded with one stroke,” and Bly recounts the gruesome tales ofmhioalsrare

dismembered and tortured. Touring an execution ground seems an unlikely point of ioterest f
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young woman, but Bly seemed fascinated by the bloody history of the placegsharatcount
without the slightest restraint.

Returning from Canton to Hong Kong, Bly boarded@weeanicto sail for Yokohama,
Japan. Bly appreciated the accommodations of this ship, speaking most highly @farsdsta
services:

No expense is spared to make this ship comfortable for the passengers. The
catering would be hard to excel by even a first-class hotel. Passergers ar
accorded every liberty, and the officers do their utmost to make their gussis fe
home, so that in the Orient tReeanicis the favorite ship, and people wait for
months so as to travel on hekrgundn. pag.).
Bly’s mention that théceanicis such a superior vessel that passengers are willing to “wait for
months” before securing their passage causes readers to question hoas Blylevto board the
ship with such short notice. Although Bly’s estimations of the ship may simplydezbvlic,
her ability to board with little delay speaks to the influence that Bly had aedeaeforThe
World, seeking to accomplish her stunt in record time. Before she even boar@sx#mec,
she had spent a day sightseeing in Hong Kong with Captain Smith, a man who dulyathpress
upon her the graciousness of eeanic’sstaff; thus, it seems that Bly’s passage aboard the
Oceanicwas prearranged, as was her meeting with the captain.

In her text, Bly discloses few details concerning what she might haveopged & berth
on theOceanicor what was paid to cover the actual total expense of her trip: “It is not possible
to quote my fares and expenses as a criterion for prospective touristgsasdveling for a
newspaper, and what it costs is their sec#&td(ndn. pag.). In describing the tactics of

Elizabeth Bisland, her alleged competitor in the travel stunt, Bly reports thatasshaformed
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that Bisland could “pay any amount to get ships to leave in advance of their tineditde
offered one or two thousand dollars to the [Oriental and Occidental Steamship Corhfieayy] i
would have th®ceanicleave San Francisco two days ahead of tildedndn.pag.). Itis
quite plausible that Bly similarly used large sums of money to secure loenmocations,
especially considering that she is hesitant to disclose the amount that tpepavesctually paid
for her journey.
Bly enjoyed her stay in Japan, and in her travelogue, she compares the beauty and
cleanliness of Japanese to what she viewed as the “ugliness and filth” of Gleopke
The Japanese are the direct opposite to the Chinese. The Japanese are the
cleanliest people on earth, the Chinese are the filthiest; the Japanalseagee
happy and cheerful, the Chinese are always grumpy and morose; the Japanese
the most graceful of people, the Chinese the most awkward; the Japanese have
few vices, the Chinese have all the vices in the world; in short, the Japanese are
the most delightful of people, the Chinese the most disagreeabdengn. pag.)
Bly’s disapproval of the Chinese may have been based on her impressions frog thisit
country, but it may have also resulted from the xenophobic attitudes of Americand tbe
Chinese at that time, attitudes that promoted the adoption of the Chinese Exclusion Act i
America in 1882. Bly may have depicted the Chinese in an unfavorable light to mirror the
prejudices that she knew her readership held, slanting her story to ensure eagood r
Bly spent five days in Japan before she departed for San Francisco ab@cdahe
The captain of th®ceanicassured her that the journey would be a swift one, but Bly
experienced a few scares aboard the ship, such as a smallpox outbreak and thieddsb of

health, a document needed to enter a port of call, attesting that the passengeithalsbay
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were free of contagious diseases. Bly's fears subsided when the small pozaloutse
determined to be a rumor, and the ship’s doctor found the misplaced bill of Aealihdn.
pag.). Bly successfully returned to the United States, landing in San Faanmtiess time than
she anticipated; and she boarded a special train to hurry her on her way to $¢gwthierplace
where she initially departed. Many onlookers came to numerous brief stops aloogtédo
show their support: “They say no man or woman in America ever received ovatiothobke
given me during my flying trip across the continent. The Americans turned out to dott@mor
American girl who had been the first to make a record of a flying trimdrthe world, and |
rejoiced with them that it was an American girl who had donéitdndn. pag.). Returning to
America, Bly embraced her persona as an American girl, prideful of htexgeeand happy to
return home.

TheWorld capitalized on Bly’s image as an American woman returning home.
Furthermore, Bly’'s own response to press interviews from other newspapersbddisie
image, as she placed her confidence, hope, and pride in her American roots: “Téahe Mot
much for Americans to see in the foreign lands . . . We've got the best of everyttengée
lack in nothing; then when you go over there you must be robbed, you get nothing fit to eat and
you see nothing that America cannot improve upon wonderfully. There is a great de&b mor
see at home than abroad” (gtd. in Kroeger 168-69). As she neared New Jerd&yldhe
published an excerpt written by their male staff to celebrate her return famel vy as an
“American woman”:

Her grit has been more than masculine. Her perseverance has been more than ra
Ben Jonson ever counselled or Philosopher Ben Franklin ever practiced. She is

coming home to dear old America with the scalps of carpers and critiog sinu
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her slender girdle, and about her head a monster wreath of laurel and forget-me
nots, as a tribute to American pluck, American womanhood, and American
perseverance. (qtd. in Kroeger 163)
In describing Bly’s “grit” as being “more than masculine,” the mafgorter writing this piece
defines her courage and strength as exceeding that of “masculine” iseterphis assertion
lauds Bly for her achievements and focuses on her femininity, a femininitméhas the
daring-nature of her accomplishment all the more noteworthy. To be sure, in trarelimgl the
world as a woman on her own, Bly achieved a greater feat than if a man without a companion
had made the same journey. By depicting Bly as bearing “the scalppefscand critics
strung on her slender girdle,” the unnamed writer creates a vivid juxtapostgolatement of
scalps next to Bly's feminine waist. The depiction of scalps illustratasapleies of war,
proving that she succeeded in defeating her naysayers, and the image of heasthadisplays
a delicate female subjectivity that made her narratives all the moggetiorg. This startling
contrast between the scalps and her waist exemplifies the crux of Blyysichkéthos: that she
wrote with a figurative strength to slay her competitors but through a @eleratle presence
that one would not think her capable of such feats.

Crowned as the victor with her laurel wreath, Bly achieved national fanaeisecshe
epitomized the “American pluck, American womanhood, and American perseverance,” a
unlikely combination for a woman in 1890, but a combination that allowed Bly to achieve a
place on the front-page as a female newspaper journalist. Bly returned tevinkeidey shore
on January 25, 1890, completing her trip in only seventy-two days, six hours, eleven minutes,
and fourteen seconds—three days less than she had anticipated—and managing &feeturn b

Elizabeth Bisland, who arrived four days later (Kroeger 172). Throughout her jouiyey, B
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averaged a remarkable speed, excluding stops, of 22.47 miles peiTheuNorldheralded that
she “had broken every record for circumnavigation” (Kroeger 172).

By the time Bly wrote the account of her travels, she had already achievextiedaity
status, and her trip further solidified her national visibility. Her rhetodttas utilized in her
travel writing was based not on a call for reform but on her ability to point out qubkkrved
but interesting facets of life in other countries that enthralled her readess oVBly’s
commentary during her travels focuses on the peculiar customs of those people whom she
encountered. She peppered her text with vivid descriptions of the landscapes, the food, or the
interesting personalities with whom she came into contact. Whether shibetksering a play
at the Parsee Theater in Colombo, Sri Lanka [then Ceylon], or viewing theieragrotunds of
Canton, China, Bly shared her surroundings with engrossing detail, allowing tee teeéekl as
if he or she traveled with Bly to faraway destinations. Keene and AdamsthagueAround
the World in Seventy-Two DaygBly’s] prose holds the reader close, as one might a trusted
traveling companion, someone who is complicit in her slightly scandalous choaseting
along with her to share her adventures and to learn from her criticisms of faneiginus of
domestic institutions” (15). Bly wrote with an eye for detail, providing a fepeispective as
an independent, adventurous American woman who accomplished a feat that successfully
coupled speed with spectacle.

Bly successfully accomplished her travel stunt forNleev York Worldand Bly’s trip
made her “the best known and most widely talked-of woman on earth” (qtd. in Kroeger 181). As
“the best known woman,” she had generated increased revenue for both the newspaper and it

advertisers, and felt that her editors should provide her with the recompense thaughéethat
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she deserved; however, Bly viewed her homecoming as “an unjust and galling(iksadiger
185), and she lefthe Worldfor reasons that she did not disclose to her reading public.

Her hasty departure caused her readers to question, Where is Nellie Blyalaad it
spurred her colleagues to inquire why she had left. Bly answered this question ill@ntiahf
letter to Frank G. Carpenter, a friend and colleague, who worked as a tragelbwdtcolumnist
in Washington. She consented to share with him the reason for her departure, but on the grounds
that he strictly refrain from quoting her. Her reason for leaVimg Worldwas that she never
received any acknowledgment of appreciation from her editors for all thatcleha, nor did
they offer her any salary increases or bonuses following her return. AlthosggbhJPulitzer,
the owner ofThe World sent his congratulations for her success, Bly never received the gift
from India that he said was also shipped in her honor. Bly no longer desired to work for a
publication that offered her less that she figured she rightfully deserveddé 185-86).

After Bly’s departure fronThe World she received a lucrative three-year contract to
write fiction to be released in weekly installments inlesv York Family Story PapeN. L.
Munro, her publisher, agreed to pay her a comfortable salary of $10,000 for thedfirahgle
$15,000 for each of the remaining two years of her contract (Kroeger 186). Thigifarom
Bly’s fiction contract was the same amount that Cockerill, Bly’s editdhatWorld made as
one of the top-earning editors in the nation (Kroeger 186). Bly wrote to her forrteagua and
confidant, Q. O. (Erasmus Wilson) in Pittsburgh, telling him that she swore nevarrtotee
journalism and that she wanted only to stay at home and become a novelist. During the three
years that Munro contracted Bly to write for him, her presence in the publicdsg tnd her
hopes of becoming as well known for her fiction as she was for her reporting waielit

dashed (Kroeger 188). According to Brooke Kroeger, “No copies of MuNes Y ork Family
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Story Papeffor the period Bly was under contract are known to have survived, nor does any
reference to the magazine [exist] during the time” (187). She possesseabiiity or acumen as
a novelist, and Munro possibly grew to regret his decision to employ Bly to writgeinra that
was not her forte (Kroeger 186).

Although Bly had sworn never to return to journalism, her unsuccessful threeigear st
as a novelist left her feeling depressed and unfulfilled. She longed for mdeptember of
1893,The New York Worldppointed Morrill Goddard as the new editor of the Sunday edition,
and Goddard'’s first executive decision was to try to employ Bly as part sftdfiis No longer
under contract with Munro, Bly heartily welcomed this opportunity, but upon her return, she
resolved that the negotiations for her employment be settled on her own terms and to her ow
advantage. Goddard agreed to appoint her as a columnist, the position she wanted, and she
received an undisclosed salary that she deemed suitable for her talent (R8ge

On September 17, 1893, Bly’'s provocative interview with alleged anarchist Emma
Goldman marked Bly’'s return, making its way to the front page with Bly's naaterésl
prominently in the headline, one that read: “Nellie Bly Again” (Kroeger 20Sgn&fter her
three-year hiatus from the newspaper, Bly and her longstanding reputation ashsjostill
afforded her a place of prominence on the front pagdefWorld(Kroeger 205). She
continued writing folThe New York Worldteadily for the next two years until her contract was
renegotiated in January of 1895. Although the actual terms of this new contract rema
unknown, Bly’s involvement witffhe New York Worltessened as her articles began to appear
with the tag line “Special tdhe World” a description generally indicating the contribution of a

reporter who was not employed as a member of the newspaper’s permdh@iiestger 251).
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By February of 1895, James W. Scott, ownethefTimes-Heraldf Chicago, presented
Bly with an employment offer that she could not refuse. Other reportemsatasd that Scott
had dismissed twelve members of his staff to be able to add Bly to his team. &hHeedprief
five-week stint with th&imes-Heraldwith an exposé of the Cook County Jail, and she ended
her Chicago career soon thereafter with an investigation of Bridewell Prisordeptature from
the Times-Heraldcoincided with an unanticipated merger for Bly. On April 5, 1895, to
everyone'’s surprise, Bly eloped. Staking her claim for a more stable kfenatried Robert
Livingston Seaman, a businessman from Catskill, New York, who reportedly hatirated
fortune of three million dollars. Seaman amassed his fortune as the ownermroht@éad
Manufacturing Company, which specialized in the manufacturing of milk contdores|
transport. At the time of their marriage, Bly was a month shy of her thistykithday, and
Seaman was seventy (Kroeger 258, 264).

As news of Bly’s nuptials spread, some thought that the elopement was yet ahother
Bly’s stunts; however, allegations of a supposed stunt ultimately proved false,csiple
remained together for nine years until Seaman’s death (Kroeger 302). Derintarriage, Bly
assumed operation of Seaman’s Iron Clad Business. As its acting presiderakdiner t
responsibilities very seriously. In 1899, she overhauled Iron Clad operations, introdoceng m
modern and efficient processes for production and devoting herself to elevenvis hoet
workdays at the Brooklyn plant. She prided herself on being able to operate all the ngachine
the factory. She also invented several new devices to facilitate and imprduetpity; in her
lifetime, Bly had twenty-five patents in her name for her industrial inventiogsl9B4, she is

reported to have quadrupled the company’s business, erasing their debt of over $300,000,
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increasing their sales to $1 million, and producing an annual profit for the company of $200,000
(Kroeger 306).

With productivity at an all-time high for Iron Clad, Bly lost her husband to heaasis
on March 11, 1904 (Kroeger 302). After her husband’s death, Bly succeeded for a time at
managing Iron Clad, and she also opened another company, the American Set€@apany.
The steel barrels were Bly’s own invention for which she held the patent, anc:stexide
enjoy the responsibilities of being a businesswoman in charge of two then-thrivipgriem
(Kroeger 308). By 1909, Bly's confidence in the financial management of her two mi@spa
began to wane, and she questioned Edward R. Gilman, the Iron’s Clad general manager,
concerning the state of the ledgers. He skirted her questions, reportirrgh@tad had accrued
some debts (Kroeger 319).

Bly had a mind for improving the product, but not for handling the finances. Bly’'s
apparent trust in Gilman proved misguided (Kroeger 323). Bly had been bamboozieah Gil
and two accountants swindled nearly $1.6 million dollars from Iron Clad (Kroeger 331, 336).
She admitted, “I cannot blame myself enough for not having learned banking methods and
commercial accounting when [ first went into the Iron Clad” (gtd. in Kroeger. ¥#28ly had
been more knowledgeable and involved in the financial operations of Iron Clad, then heaybe t
company’s bankruptcy could have been avoided.

Although she had lost the Iron Clad Manufacturing Business to bankruptcy, Bly Istill he
onto a hope for the financial viability of the American Steel Barrel CompdpyeB for Vienna
in August of 1914 to seek the assistance of Oscar Bondy, her wealthy Ausémal) &md to
discuss how he might support her in financing her steel barrel business (Kroe§é) 3&3tor

to her departure on July 28, 1914, Austria declared war on Serbia, and Germany invaded
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Belgium and Luxembourg. Although her reason for traveling to Vienna was pyirttasiecure
financial assistance, Bly’s motivations soon changed, as she was quickly led bat¢ktp By
found herself longing to be a war correspondent, as she grew less worried aladiatidsenith
the barrel company and more confident in her ability to gain access to the wéKfaeder
385, 393).

Bly’s resourcefulness as a writer was again evinced in her abilitgtmeseontacts that
allowed her to gain access to the war front. While Bly stayed at the HattlBnh Vienna, she
used the Hotel Imperial as her permanent address because the Imper@taoysee who was
anyone” (Kroeger 393). While retrieving her mail from the Hotel Impdsigl astutely
introduced herself to all those of importance with whom she came in contact in Austria
Moreover, her ability to forge connections with others in power proved instrumentaivimngj|
her to be not only one of the first foreigners to visit the war front, but also one ofsthedinen
to do so (Kroeger 393). These influential people whom Bly met included Princesséime
von Windischgrétz and Baron Franz von Schénaich, who both agreed to put in a good word for
her with Leopold Graf Berchtold, the Austro-Hungarian foreign minister @@o0893-94).

Bly’s fifteen-year acquaintance with Frederic C. Penfield, the U.S. aadhas®
Austria, also greatly increased her prospects of becoming a war correspoBty used this
connection to her advantage by persuading Penfield to assist her in gaining@tive $sont.
Penfield, who thought highly of Bly, agreed to write a letter on her behalf to Rtear von
Montlong, the head of the press department of the Austro-Hungarian ForeigtryMiiighen
Bly arrived at Penfield’s office to retrieve the letter, he graciopsbvided her with the
following words of encouragement and admonition: “You must promise me personalypuhat

will remain what you have been all along: an advocate of truth, an apostle ¢ prsti, last but
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not least, you must never forget that you are an American” (gtd. in Kroeger 394). She
appreciated his candor and advice, and in her actions and writing, Bly held hanafeg
America while demonstrating an adoring appreciation for Austrian peopleuincec

Bly succeeded in obtaining the necessary authorizations and arrangemevis! to the
Kriegspressequartier, the military press headquarters for the Adistrgarian army. On October
22,1914, Bly, along with three other foreign correspondents, gained permission from the
Austrian foreign ministry to travel to the war zone. One of the journalists wasi¢an William
G. Shepherd, and the other two were men working for Italian publications. Aftandethe
press office, Bly headed to the firing line that divided the Austrian foroesthie Russians. She
then departed for the Austro-Hungarian front where fighting ensued agerbst &roeger 395-
96).

Bly sent her war reports to tiNew York Evening Journalvhich published them under
the heading “Nellie Bly on the Firing Line.” After spending one month on the Bbnt,
provided enough copy for tl®urnalto release her accounts in twenty-one installments, printed
every three or four days for over two and a half months. Her descriptions of then Easter
were unlike anything else in the newspapers, and although the artickeseleaised usually
months after she had written the accounts, the newspaper “seemed delightednionige pri
almost every word she wrote” (Kroeger 397).

Bly’s persona as a war correspondent illustrated her consistent abbdyance
confidence, candor, and consciousness. Her ability to secure permission franstiinen
foreign ministry to report from the war illustrates her resourcefulnadsher war coverage
further exemplifies Bly’s drive as a fearless female “willing to eadamything for the sake of

the adventure and the chance to tell about it” (Kroeger 398). Bly’'s war correspermlidnot,
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however, provide a holistic view of war coverage; rather her accounts offeredtengghmpses
of human stories alongside her personal reactions to those things that she avithebse
reports, Bly vividly details the devastation of war, such as when she recounts meatiise
from the bedside of a dying Russian soldier. After being wounded in battle and speghling ei
days in an otherwise abandoned trench, he was brought to a Red Cross hospital in Budapest.
Bly illustrates the peril of his situation:
| shuddered. The clay-pallor of death. The ribs cutting the skin. Bones, bones,
no flesh anywhere. The head turned. Great, hollow black eyes looked into mine.
Transfixed | stood heartsick, soul-sad. Those great hollow eyes search mine.
They tried to question me. They spoke soul language to soul. The lips parted, a
moan, a groan or more than physical agony. He spoke. | could not understand.
His words were a sound my ears shall never forget. The appeal, the longing, the
knowledge!
“What does he say?” | cried, unable to stand it. “Can no one understand?
Can’t you find some one [sic] to speak to him?”
A nurse smoothed his forehead. An attendant held fast the pale, pale hands.
“The attendant understands,” the doctor said; and to him, “What does he say?”
“He is asking for his children,” was the low reply.
The hollow, black eyes turned again to search mine. | could not endure their
guestion. | had no answer to give.
“Let me go,” | said to the doctor.
The low moan seemed to call me back, but | walked steadfastly toward the

door and down the corridor.
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“Could Emperors and Czars and Kings look on this torturing slaughter and
ever sleep again? | asked the doctor.
“They do not look,” he said gently. (gtd. in Kroeger 406-07)
Although Bly’s allegiance and sympathies were to the Austrians, this Rusaia as he
breathed his last, affected Bly in a way that she was not soon to forget. Threpgimul
groans, the man called for his children, but Bly could no longer face him when shed ¢ladit
his dying wish to see his family could not be granted. Bly’'s ability to capiteragility of
human life in moments like this, the touching episode of a father longing only to besiear hi
children while taking his final breaths, drew her readers with a heasyfalpathy for the
casualties of war. Bly’s war reports illustrated a compassion for hunthattyouched her
readers as well.
Bly also wrote about the treatment and responsibilities of the Austroafangvomen
during the war: “Grand duchesses scrub the floors and perform the most memalcetder
the injured soldiers . . . . Peasant women, unsolicited, bring their last pillow asswiedir only
pillow. . . . Women are standing shoulder to shoulder with [men], dry-eyed and brave. There can
never again in this land be any question as to the equality of women” (qtd. in Kroeger 408). Bly
lauded the women for their exemplary service to the military men, and she addhaitthe
men “appreciate” all the efforts that the women partake in, treating théneguality and
respect. Bly’'s commentary provides a picture of Austrian men and women wodeagysi
side, both carrying the burden of war with equal grace and strength, and she pasiespbats
of war have promoted equality in respect to how women are treated.

In November 1914, Bly recounted her experience at the hospitals in Budapest:

141



| enter a ward where some 40 men with horrible wounds hover between life and
death. In the two end beds are two gypsies. There is only one face between them.
Each has half a face blown off by shrapnel. They cannot speak. They can only
grunt and make signs. Out of the bandages peer their black bulging eyes, half of a
disfigured nose and an upper distorted lip. By signs each conveys the information
to the nurses that the looks of the other disgusts him. When they grunt too
energetically, great chunks of blood gush from their mouths.

And yet when some one brought a fiddle into the ward, the one grabbed it as if
it were heaven. He played wild sweet refrains until the one beside him snatched it
away to play a wilder, sweeter one. And all faces not hidden by bandages beamed
and glowed. For the moment, the voice of the violin had stolen their pain away.
(gtd. in Kroeger 410)

Bly’s narrative illustrates a scene that a typical war correspondent watutetcessarily have
written about: two disfigured and near lifeless men silencing a crowd withvtbkir playing.
However, Bly’'s ability to choose just the right word, to select the most appephease,
provides this story and these characters with a touching moment of transcendence tha
overshadows the grotesque and highlights the beauty of the narrative. In givingiththgiol
voice that they no longer have, these men articulate their own hope in spite offficeities.
Bly beautifully characterizes the violin as the voice capable of steavag their pain and
illuminating their faces with joy. In the midst of war’s intense horiBhg captivates her
readership with this enthralling story. Just as the violin brings joy to thesenrtrenridire
conditions, Bly’s text ushers her readers to a place of understanding, astapeges the

welcome sound of the violin to the unwelcome ravages of the war.
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The United States officially remained neutral in the war conflict untill Apr1917.
Because Bly did not have access to news from the opposing forces, she wagyaofast that
America supported the Allied Powers (Kroeger 416, 426). When American forces joihed i
war effort, Bly was “the American darling of the Austrian regir(tefoeger 427). Although
America’s entry into the war changed Bly’s status in Austria to “enareg,” it did not prove to
be a source of adversity for her. Her resourcefulness in securing relatiomghiffge most
powerful in Austria made her practically immune from potential dangetréirag an alien
might have caused. She felt safe and expressed no desire to leave Austumtto America,
but as an enemy alien, Bly was most likely forbidden to report on the war. Inssnysha no
longer filed reports back to New York because she was not allowed to write érondlenemy
lines (Kroeger 427).

Bly’'s war coverage antedated the war reports of other American female war
correspondents such as Peggy Hull, who began writing about the war once Amexa bec
involved in 1917. Bly’'s reports influenced numerous war journalists, as she wasttfenfate
to have access to the Austro-Hungarian front. Bly sharpened her abilityctdodess/ents with
engaging detail and engrossing sympathy. After the United Statesdahiterear, Bly shifted
her interests, however, from war coverage to philanthropic duty, as she sought to trdp Aus
ease the human burdens that the war created. Philanthropic duty remainedhéyausjfor
the remaining years of her life.

Bly’'s madhouse exposé, her travelogue, and her war coverage illustrateshditityer
and resourcefulness as a writer. Bly gained access to the asylum bg&uigckesgning
insanity, investigating within its walls to accomplish reform. She traveleataoay

destinations for a newspaper stunt, completing her race against the claktimkthan she
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initially thought possible. To report on the front lines of World War |, she convincedakust
leaders to allow her, as an American woman, to go to their own war front, as sgywill
endangered her own life to inform her readers of the realities of war. Blg®pdsr the topics
that she covered enlivened her prose and motivated her purpose. Although Bly employed a
different rhetorical purpose in each of these three texts, Bly’s rhatetitos consistently
presented her as a competent, charismatic, and confident correspondent. Onagraireedet
that she wanted to cover a story, she persuaded those who thought it impossiblecthatshe
accomplish anything that she set her mind to do. Her success as a reforme, rexport
rhetorician is a tribute to her achievement, an achievement that merity displéinal step to

Richard Leo Enos’ model of rhetorical sequencing.
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CHAPTER FIVE / CONCLUSION:

DISPLAYING HER STORY

While touring the Greek and Roman Antiquities section of the British Museumardic
Enos noticed two water jugs bydriai and a small terra cotta statilrat similarly depicted
Athenian women reading from scrolls. These artifacts perplexed Enos whosaaraher of
Hellenic rhetoric, understood that the women of the fifth-century B.C. wereritelty
illiterate” (66). The information contained on these relics presented arggparadox between
the known history of women'’s rhetorical practices and the unquestionable evideseet @n
these pieces of pottery. Surely the crafters of the fifth-centu@y\Bases featured these women
reading not as an anomaly, but rather as a focal point to provide a glimpse icébAypenian
culture. This display of information did not agree with history, as Enos knew it; thus, Enos
guestioned the accuracy, not of the artists’ portrayal of these women on tretsatbidih of the
recording of the history of Hellenic rhetoric itself (66).

Upon making this discovery, Enos argues, “These small bits of archaebigd=nce .
. . unmistakably counter our stereotypes of ancient women and they should be taken as a prompt
that signals us that not only is our history of rhetoric constrained . . . but that our mentalit

toward the history of rhetoric itself is in need of revision” (66).
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By following the steps of Enos’ rhetorical sequencing in the preceding chapterve sought to
revise the history of Nellie Bly’s contribution to rhetoric by discoveringsh@ty, reconstructing
her history, and analyzing her contribution. In this chapter, | will conclude e ct&nos’
heuristic by displaying her achievements.

When an object is displayed, numerous people can view it. The object gains an audience,
and with this acknowledgement of an audience, the object achieves greatergoeanarhe
display that Enos viewed in the British Museum sheds light on a past that had long been
forgotten or largely ignored: Athenian women were engaged in literate psadiia history
erased this knowledge, replacing it with the erroneous concept that Athenian womesiocékla
rhetorical traditions were illiterate. Similarly, history has forgotiellie Bly, and my purpose
now is to display her work so that an audience can gain a greater understandiay@Erawho
disrupted contemporary gender conventions by placing herself in the public @teharw
writing.

As | have already mentioned, in Richard Enos’ methodology of rhetorical seuyehe
act of display is the final step in investigating a previously neglected sulipos casts the act
of display as “present[ing] our research in such a manner that we ‘displaybdufor all to see
and display it in a way that best explains its value and significance to the qublc”
Moreover, Enos defines display as the process by which “results are pdeiseatmanner by
which we ‘exhibit’ our artifact in a reconstructed context that will help nsagi@asp the
utterance at the momentkdiros,much as we do at a museum” (75). Bly’s work gains value
and significance thorough its display in this chapter, as it would in a museum, through an

audience being able to view and appreciate her contributions to rhetoric.
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To display Bly’'s contributions to the field of rhetoric and composition, | have inque
chapters considered the reasons why women’s Progressive Era textstyebsent from
discussions in rhetoric and composition, although this period and the writing/rHetwthes of
the period spurred such activism as the campaigns for women’s suffrage and otheemt®wém
civic reform. | have addressed why Nellie Bly has not been mentioned aloRgsglessive
Era reformers such as Jane Addams and Ida B. Wells, and | have discussed hcovéng o
Nellie Bly’s texts adds to the female rhetorical tradition, and theretle @all rhetorical
tradition.

This chapter completes the rhetorical sequencing task of making Blyksr@levant and
applicable to a present-day audience by defending her position in the histoeyooical
practices. Here | delineate how Bly’s contributions to rhetoric encourageems
empowerment as writers and particularly as journalists. | review howrligrg broke down
barriers and opened up opportunities of rhetorical inquiry formerly consideregsséde to
women. | display Bly’s legacy as “The Best Reporter in America,” ancfideshow through
Bly’s efforts more women have found voice and empowerment to negotiate rhetoritiakgrac
and rhetorical spaces once denied to them. | conclude with possibilities for her fegearch.

Although the Progressive Era was a period rich with writings that spurred ducsna
as women'’s suffrage and other movements of civic reform, research of this periowtesch
the level of critical inquiry that it deserves. The reason for this neglétati many of the extant,
primary texts have possibly not been—to use Richard Enos’s term—discovered, or have not bee
considered worthy of analysis, especially those texts written by womerprdygct has sought
to recover the work of Nellie Bly, but the works of numerous other female jousnthigst

defined this period with their rhetorical contributions remain to be analyzed.
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Rhetorical history is being revised to account for these omissions or deletiohs, but
would argue that the Progressive Era still remains a vast field of rlztogairy, just waiting
to be unearthed. With a burgeoning atmosphere of reform and the unprecedented growth of
literate practices of women, the Progressive Era defines a moment irtionisnaistory that
reflects the power of rhetorical momentum. During the Progressive Era,worae more than
ever before, and their words held greater power and significance. They gawied as
contributors to the public sphere; and they initiated change, becoming partiaipdretorical
activities, rather than just witnesses to them.
The Progressive Era was a time of activism for women. Their engagementiretvim
produced an atmosphere in which women challenged issues relevant to the homeraity to fa
life. According to Nancy S. Dye, co-editor of and contributor to theGexider, Class, Race,
and Reform in the Progressive Ethe Progressive Era atmosphere of reform piqued the
interests of women seeking to initiate change:
Most of the laws that comprised women'’s legislative agenda were measures
intended to improve the lives of women and children: minimum wage and
maximum hour states, mother’s pensions, juvenile justice codes, the prohibition
of child labor and industrial homework, and compulsory school attendance. (2)

These issues became applicable to the public domain as women sought to enactfoeterm e

that functioned in the Progressive Era as the foundation for the Americanevgsiéaem (Dye

2), and these efforts illustrate the atmosphere of reform that Bly nedaiadiecampaigned for

in her writings.

Through the efforts of women’s clubs, founded during the late nineteenth century, and

other activist groups for women rights, women earned the right to vote in 1920, as the
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Progressive Era came to a close. Reformers such as Jane Addams antfétla Became well
known for their personal campaigns. Jane Addams developed settlement houses, and Ida B
Wells engaged in anti-lynching campaigns. Both of these women have sigdaréd interest
from scholars, an interest that until the present study has not been garné&elliddsly’s

work.

Defending Bly’s Work: Displaying Her Contribution

Bly may have not generated the interest among scholars that Addams and Welsihave
during her career as a newspaper reporter, Bly’s work inspired a followfamafe journalists
who wanted to capitalize on her successes by becoming stunt reporters thenisitdvedly’s
madhouse expos&he New York Worldncouraged Fannie B. Merrill to engage in the type of
investigative, undercover reporting that Bly had inaugurated; Merrill, osteiggling reporter
in Boston, began to take on duties similar to those assigned to BlyNswh¥® orkWVorld.

Merrill went to do undercover work at cigarette factories, rolling tobacco, buesbented her
report from a third-person perspective that, unfortunately, lessened thégatrestslant that
made Bly’s first-person reports so engaging. Although Merrill had beemafbaistheWorld
longer than Bly, the headlines of her story were not accompanied with her sanereaBly’s
articles (Kroeger 101-02).

Fannie B. Merrill was not the only female reporter to follow in Bly's fo@steAnother
was Viola Roseboro, a writer whose rhetoric seemed largely shaped byrBlyénce.
Roseboro’s name, however, was placed at the end of her newspaper reports. dhdtentfir
investigation, Roseboro presented her story in a way similar to Bly's apprbavent begging.

| don’t mean | got contributions to buy red flannels for the wild Africans, or &Ndts for a
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benefit to be given in aid of the widows and orphans of deceased messenger boys| imanthat
begging on the street in rags” (gtd. in Kroeger 102).

Joseph Pulitzer, the ownerdfie New York Wor|chad a reputation for intentionally
pitting talent against talent. Based on the popularity of Bly’'s reports, &ulietermined that
having more female investigative journalists on his staff could only furtheaseids sales. In
encouraging women like Merrill and Roseboro to write in a manner similayt® &proach,
Pulitzer argued that he was not intentionally creating competition amongfhigwstich was the
obvious result), but that he was rather inciting each journalist to work harder, domgrher
best, for the benefit of the newspaper (Kroeger 105). Pulitzer added another womastatid his
shortly thereafter; she was Nell Nelson, who began her repoiffiéoNew York Worldy going
undercover as a workingwoman, utilizing the approach that “was already thedgtiptra
(Kroeger 120).

Bly’s success as a female investigative reporter created an atmeosptvdich
newspaper editors viewed women writers as sought-after additions to tfisjrather than
expendable appendages. By the 1880s some newspaperwomen had made names foisthemselve
like Bessie Bramble in Pittsburgh and Middy Morgan in New York City, who coverestdick
trade forThe New York TimesBut by the 1890s, the investigative work of the stunt girl reporter
secured the first separate space for women as permanent fixtures papemsaffs (Kroeger
127). Brooke Kroeger describes the duties, skills, and exceptionality of the nefsfepale
stunt reporters:

Unlike the duties women had generally been asked to perform on newspapers,
stunts did not appear on women’s pages. They also required daring,

resourcefulness, a strong news sense, quick turnaround, and cunning—all
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gualities of any good reporter. The work was often strong enough, as Bly had
proved, to be lifted out of the feature sections and onto the front pages, providing
women with their first collective opportunity to show editors they could perform
with the brains, dedication, and selfless abandon of the most able men. Stunt
girls, with Bly as the genre’s leader, formed the human chute down which the
next generation of women reporters plunged into journalism’s mainstream. There
would be issues and discriminations for years to come, but at least the way in had
finally been opened. (Kroeger 127)

Bly opened this door to provide a way in, allowing so many other women to find easyer entr

By proving that a woman could handle the news just as competently as a man, sh&ufyccess

negotiated and removed barriers for other female correspondents. Hgeawnes made

newspaper reporting more accessible to female reporters, specificatp$e women who

wanted to cover more than just the women'’s interest news. Bly’s pluck, determiniéotiol

to detail, resourcefulness, and versatility were all a tribute to hdrsiidas a reporter and

rhetorician. She influenced and entertained her audience and her colleagues reitbrimer

efforts, her stunts, and her war reports, as she paved the way for other fen@ee@sgrondents

such as Peggy Hull. Her words continued to incite reform even in her lattergmdushe

remained involved in humanitarian efforts, reporting to secure families forregichildren.

When Nellie Bly died in 1922 at the age of $e New York Evening Journdgscribed

her as “the best reporter in America” in her obituary. What is particulanipelling concerning

this description is that it defines Bly not as the bestalewriter or the best investigative

reporter, but as the best reporter. The assertion describes Bly's adnéewasnthe best writer of

the news, as one who enriched her craft through her writing, her determinationy bied HBy/
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becoming “the best,” Bly negotiated rhetorical spaces that were fgrmadcessible to women,
and she fulfilled her maxim: “Energy rightly applied can accomplish amytl{gtd. in Kroeger
85). She had accomplished much in her life, and the newspapers again illustrated her
exceptionality.

Thoughts on Further Research

Writing a dissertation is a project that opens up many additional avenues ofliesea
Focusing my interest on Nellie Bly has been an engaging opportunity fonthkeerlife and
writing bears so much more mention than | was able to cover within the span of these fpag
future study, | would like to develop this manuscript into a book which illustrates a more
comprehensive survey of Bly’'s writings. In this study, | have considered tfher most
representative texts: the madhouse exposé, the travelogue covering heittlagonndd
journey, and her war correspondence. Bly’'s body of writings, however, is much nensiext
and expansive. As a reporter, she accomplished many additional investigativg stlarts; she
interviewed numerous celebrities, politicians, and criminals; and she endeddeevaén
philanthropic pieces that communicated her desire to further humanitarias.efforta book-
length project, | would consider more of her texts to provide a more holistic view wfitiag.

In addition to including an analytical consideration of more of Bly’s texts, |dvalsb
like to provide more insights into how Bly specifically used her gender and sex apeal
rhetorical device. | have alluded in this dissertation to how Bly’'s atteatss gained her the
attention and approval of men, but | would like to expound upon that topic by paying more
particular attention to how Bly positioned herself as a female, honing herchk&thos with
her gender and sex appeal in mind. | would like to consider more specificallydvhatages

her beauty and intelligence might have afforded her, and how Bly may haviedeaeg such
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advantages in her writings. This approach merits an investigation not only of BitygJsut
also, as suggested by Keene and Adams, those images of her that often accompatigdser ar
that were available to her audience.

For future research, | would also like to explore the connection between Biyrgw
and her life. When she wrote she literally put herself on the line, and many opbeeeges as
a writer intrinsically informed the way she conceptualized her soanetyhee way she lived her
life. She absorbed herself so completely into her work that at times it begaomgmous with
her identity. Arguably, “Pink” Elizabeth Jane Cochran was not the identity thatsée out in
the newspaper pages or in the remaining years of her life after she ddamees Then she was
Nellie Bly, the reformer and humanitarian reporter. | would like to trace Hg'w Briting
offered her a means to renegotiate her identity in ways that both confirmed gpictatad her
gender role as a woman writing in the Progressive Era.

| would also like to consider the work of Bly’'s other female contemporariesddyzing
their writings as well. By looking more specifically at the work of N&Ison, Viola Roseboro,
Fannie B. Merrill, and Peggy Hull, | would like to trace how their reports raag been shaped
by Bly's influence as their predecessor. By comparing and contrastingigwes, | can further
illustrate that Bly’s texts motivated and encouraged others to produce ar shmetiorical style.

The present project has only further fueled my interest in Nellie 8ig@orter, reformer,
and revolutionary woman. Because she pioneered an approach to journalism that mafie a way
numerous women, Nellie Bly deserves more attention for the lasting legashéheft as “The
Best Reporter in America.” Her rhetorical achievements allowed otheewdo engage in
rhetorical practices once denied them, and her inclusion within the history ofchetoerited.

Bly herself would expect no less.
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