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Mbody.l Mr. Mellen was born February 7, 1821, at Pelham,
Massachusetts, and was a brother to Professor George F. Mel-
len who taught in Mount Sterling in 1853. He received his
early education at Wilﬁraham Academy, and then attended Wil-
liams College where he received a B. A. Degree in 1843, un-
der the presidency of Dr. Mark Hopkins. After his gradua-
tion he taught at Longstreet Academy, Twigg County, Georgia,
from 1843 to 1851; at Goodman Institute, Clarke County, Mis-
sissippi, 18855 to 1869; eand was induced to come to Mount
Sterling by ten men who guaranteed him one thousand dollars
for the first year with the understanding that the next

year it was to run on its own merits.? He began teaching

in Mount Sterling in September, 1869.

Mr., Mellen was five feet eleven inches in height, of
superb form, black hair, which curled slightly, Roman nose
and face, and large dark expressive eyes - altogether one
of the handsomest men of the time.s HQQWas qualified to
teach everything and in addition had good common sense.4
He was a talented speaker and it was said that he could

have made a brilliant success in any of the professions if

1. Note: Mr. Wash Taylor, a lawyer, taught or substituted

éor)Mr. Mellen some when he had to be away. (Bruister,
en

2. Note: He married Susan Huntington Bush, Aug. 24, 1848, of
Westfield, Mass,, who came South as a teacher in Fauns=-
dale, Ala., where Mr., Mellen met her in the hospitable
home of Cherles Walker. (Owen, T. M., Hist. of Ala.,
Vol. IV, p. 1188.

5. Massey, John, Reminiscences, p. 70.

4, Bruister, Ben, Interview with author, Aug. 29, 1930,
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his taste had led him in that direction. He was a member of
the Methodist Church, of the Masonic Lodge, of the Whig party
at first and later of the Democratic Party, yet he was modest
and did not like publicity. He was a teacher bscause he lov-
ed teaching better than any occupation; consequently his
teaching was full of inspiration.

Professor Mellen taught in the same building which
Professor Massey used, but he did not confine his teaching
to only the school=-room. He had several cottages built
around his own home, and these were used for sleeping quar=-
ters for boarding students who came from a distance. Several
of these cottages had two rooms and two fire pleces, and ac-
commodated four to eight boys. The boys used the large cen=-
tral hall in the Mellen home at night as a study hall. It
was here that Professor Mellen assisted the boys in preparing
their lessons for the next day. The boys who stayed in the
- cottages ate their meals in a big dining room in the Mellen
home, At times girls were invited to visit in the home and
then the boys and girls had a greai time, Some of the stu-
dents were Ben Bruister, Bill Curtis, Hardy Hopper, Gaston
Woodward (dead), Bill Woodward, John Woodward (in Oklashoma),
Sydney Prince, J. J. Altman, Julian Watters, Wash Taylor,
Tuck Goodmen, Ed. Gray, Leo Bryant, Joel C. DuBose, Frank
Keller, ivey Lewis (died at University of Alabama with
méasles), Jerry Brown, R. N. Moody, A. J. Wood, Verdie Green,

Lafayette Williams, Thad L, Mathers, El1i Thornton (died with



A
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typhoid fever) Alice DuBose, Marilou Armstrong, B. D. Gray,
(Pres. Georgetown College, in Kentucky) Reuben Gaines (Judge
Supreme Court of Texas), George F. Mellen, Junior, H. M.
H0pper.l

School begen at 8:00 o'clock in the morning and was
dismissed at 5:00 o'clock in the afternoon, with two fifteen
minute recesses and one hour noon. An average of gbout sev-
enty students attended this school, some of the boarding
students being from Mobile, Marengo, Sumter, Washington, and
Clarke Counties, and from the States of Mississippi and Ark-
ansas.2 Several students who lived at a distance rode to
school in buggies or on horseback, and still others came in
on Monday mornings and returned to their homes each week-end.
Most all the students brought lunches to school, and at
Junch time there was a great deal of pleasure in swapping
lunches, then sitting on the mossy banks under the trees

- and eating them.s

Friday afternoons were devoted to cbmpositions and
speeches from the younger classes and great thunderous ora-
tions from the older students who were about ready for col=-

lege. Often one could hear boys in the woods practicing

l. Bruister, Gray, Wilcox, Moody, R. N., O. Gray, Interviews
with eauthor, Aug. 29, 1930.

2. DuBose, J. C., History of Alsbama, pp. 164-173. )
3. Cory, Mrs. Chappell, nee, Marielou Armstrong, Letter to
author, Feb. 14, 1930.
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l
their orations for these occasions. Sessions ¢losed about

July with three days of public examinations and commencement

exercises which inecluded compositions, orations and a big
dinner for the publie.z For these occasions the Methodist
Church was sometime used as more people could be seated in
it than in the school building.3

Fach fall there was an anncuncement of the opening of

school. A typical announcement follows:

"Mount Sterling Academy:

Prof. S. S. Mellen will commence his fall
session on the third Monday in September. To
persons having children or wards to educate we
unhesitatingly recommend this as the best place
to send them that we know of., The society is
unexcelled and the discipline unsurpassed.
Board end tuition reasonable." 4

Professor Mellen sometime kept boys in at recess as
punishment, and at times he would catch one of the boys by
his hair end sheke his head.’ Occasionally he sent a boy
for a switch to be used in punishing someone, and this was
sometimes "ringed".6 However, the boys respected Professor

Mellen, and his name will live in the affectionate memories

1. Note: On one of these occasions, Sem Armstrong, a small
boy, gave an oration in the political parlance and
style of that day which literally "brought down the
house™, The speech was written by his father in his
wittiest and most telling style and was a sort of "take
off" on his great friends and associates, George Wash-
ington Taylor and J. J. Altman, and other political
speakers in the limelight. Some of these gentlemen
had many a laugh over it afterwards. (Mrs.Chappell Cory)

2. DuBose, J. C., Alabama History, p. 172.

3. Bruister, Ben, Interview with author, Aug. 29, 1930,

4, Choctaw Hersld, Butler, Alabama, Sept. 6, 1875.

5. Sherrard, Mrs. Alice DuBose, Letter to author,0ct.29,1930.

6. Wilcox, W. D., Interview with author,aug. 28, 1930.
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of hundreds of his pupils. "He made no loud professions
but his works will follow him in the betterment of mankind."
Sueh games as cat, town ball, bull pen, jumping the
rope, wrestling, and foot races were participated in by the
students. Inter-school athletics was not known to them.
Professor Mellen was superintendent of education of
the county 1872-1880, while he was teaching in Mount Ster-
ling. FHe did not go out over the county very much, but
people from the county came to him for advice. He was nom-
inated also by acclamation as the candidate of the Democrat-
ic and Conservative Party for the Board of Education of the
Fourth Congressional Distriect at a meeting of delegates of
the counties in the Fourth Congressionsl District at Selma,

Algbama, July 31, 1874.2 The following are instructions to

trustees of free public schools while Dr. Mellen was super-

intendent of education of Choctaw County:

"No school can be begun or continued with less
than an average of fifteen pupils. No teach-
er shall receive more than forty dollars per
month for teaching a school of twenty pupils

and not more than ten dollars for each addition-
al ten pupils and no teacher shall receive more
than sixty dollars per month."™ 3 2

Professor Mellen went to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, in 1880
where he was co-principal with Mr. Alonzo Hill for three
years in the Tuscaloosa Female Academy.Q In 1883 to 1887

l. Messey, John, Reminiscences, p. 70.

2, Choctaw Herald, Butler, Alabama, Sept. 23, 1874.
3. 1D1d., FebDe 25 1874,

4, ffeITen, Fred, Letter to author, Dec. 11, 1930.




he was co~principal of the Boys Military School in Livings-

ton, Alebama, 1885 to 1892, superintendent of education of
Sumter County; after which time he retired. In 1883 he:

received the honorary degree of LL. D. from the University

of Alabame.
Dr. Mellen died May 30, 1893, and was buried at Liv-

ingston, Alabams. His memory is enshrined in the hearts of

the people who placed this tribute on his tombstone:

"A beloved husband and father,

A faithful friend,

A consistent Christian.

HEe served well his day and generation
And sleeps the sleep of the Just." 1

l. Read by author.
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CHAPTER 1V
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

It is hardly possible to include in this history
some thing about all the noted people who either lived at
Mount Sterling or attended school there. Yet, to pass
o#er all of these without mentioning a few who have played
such an important role in the history of the litile town
would leave the story incomplete. The purpose of this
chapter is to give bilographical sketches of a few charac-
ters who have not entered into the story thus far. These
sketches are arranged alphabeticelly rather than chrono-

logically or according to prominence.

George Hays Carnestham, the son of William George and

 Theresa E. (Mayberry) Carnathan, was born on July 9, 1858,
near Butler, Choctaw County, Alabama.l His father was born
near Eutaw, Greene County, Alabama, lived near Butler, and
volunteered in Compaeny F, Fortieth Alabema Regiment, of the
Confederate States armye.

He received his early education at Mount Sterling, and
was greduated with the LL. B. Degree from the Law Department

2
of the University of Alabama in 1878,

1. Owen, T. M.,Dictionary of Ala. Biography,Vol.lll, p. 301,
2. Palmer, T, W.,Register of Univ. of Ala., 1831-1901, p.44.
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He engaged in farming and in the practice of law in
Butler, Alabama, and served as solicitor of Choctaw County
from 1880 to 1886. He served as general sdministrator of
that county from 1&90 to 1904, and was a Democratic delegate
to the constitutional convention in 1901,

He was a member of the Masonic Lodge and of the Wood-
man of the World, and was enthusiastic in the work of these
organizations.

Mr. Carnathan married Hester Anna Brewster of Butler,
November 16, 1880, and the following children were born to
them: Dr., Williem George, who married, September 6, 1906,
Mery Harriet Craig of Macon, Mississippi, and lives at But-
ler, Alabama; Benjamin Gilmer, phermacist, Mobile, Alabama;
Margaret Amelia, who is a school teacher and lives in But-
ler; Helen Brewster, who married Frank E. White of Womack
Hill, Alabama; Wilkes Coleman, who lives in Butler; and
- Alle Velma, of Butler,

Wiley John Carnathan wes born on December 18, 1836.

He is the son of George M. Carnathan of Eutaw, and Penelope
(Coleman) Carnaethan, the former came from Irelandl and was
& nephew of George Hays, who settled in Greene County, also
of Jacob and Mary (Coleman) Mayberry of German descent, who
lived at Centerville in Bibb County. |

He attended the University of 4dlsbema from 1857 to

1858. When the war between the States began he served as

l. Owen, Thomas M., Dictionary of Biography, Vol. 111, p.501.
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a private in the Confederate States Army. After the war he

returned to Mount Sterling where he became a planter and a

tembstone agent.

He was married to Mattie Creig of Daleville, Mississ=-

ippi.l

Marielou Armstrong Cory was born in Greensboro, Ala=-

bame, and is the daughter of Thomas and Martha Louise (du-
Bois) Armstrong; the former, a noted educator, ﬁethodist
Minister, and editor; later taught and served churches in
Alabama and in Louisisna, became editor of the Alabama

Christian Advocate, and a member of North Alabama Confer-

ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church South.

Mrs. Cory is noted for her beauty, talent and charm.
She comes of a long line of distinguished ancestors from the
French Huguenots of South Carolina and Virginia. She is the
great, great granddaughter of Peter duBois and Anne (Clark-
son) Carne, descendant of Sir Edward Carne and Mary, daughter
of Henry Earl of Worcester. She is the granddaughter of
Harvel and Mary White (King) Armstrong and of John and Louise
(Williams) duBois.

She received her early educestion under the distinguish-
ed educator, Dr. Seth Smith Mellen, at Mount Sterling, Ala=-
bama, and was later graduated with the degree of Master of

Arts from Mansfield Woman's College, Louisiana.

l. Palmer, T. W., Register of Univ. of Als.,1831-1901, p.l1l3l.
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She taught music and art in the public schools of
Decatur, Alasbama, and Birmingham, and was organist for
churches in her father's ministerial charges.

She has been one of the foremost soeiety and club
women of Alaebama, identified with the State's most benefi=-
cial ectivities and interesting movements, and has been
very active in sociological legislation. She was instru-
mental in saving from defeat at the last moment, Mrs. R. D.
Johnston's bill establishing the Alabama Boys Industrial
School at East Lake., She 1is one of the founders of the Ala-
bama Industrial School for Girls; and a member of the Board
of Control of Alabama Girls Vocational School. She was vice
president and a member of the legislative committee of the
Alabama Federation of Women's Clubs end assisted in the for-
mation of the Alabama bivision of the United Daughters of
the Confederacy, April 8, 1897, of which division she was
president from 1911 to 1914. She is one of the organizers
of the First White House of the Confederacy Association,
eand is now, and for twenty years has been, Regent of this
Association.

During Mrs. Cory's administration as president of the
Alabame Division of the U. D. C. she insugurated, in 1911,
the movement to place Confederate markers at the University
of Alabama. The boulder on the campus and the beautiful
symbolic Tiffany window in the library, memorials to the
boy=-soldiers who defended the city of Tuscaloosa on the



night of Croxton's raid and to other students of the Con-
federate Army who went out from the University halls, are
the result of her 1ong struggle for this recognition of the
University students who beceame Confederate soldiers in the
early "sixties".

Mrs. Cory is clever with brush and chisel. She is an
accomplished musician, and a gifted speaker and writer. She
is a member of the Birmingham Writers' Club and her book,

The History of the Memorial Associastion of Montgomery with

Notes and Sketches, is of literary and historic interest.

| As Miss Armstrong she was married in Gadsden on No-
vember 26, 1890 to Chappell Cory, Managing Editor of the
Birmingham Age Herald, ahd to this couple have been born
the following children:?t (1) Cheppell Cory, Junior, who is
now a lawyer in New York City. During the World War he
served as Lieutenant with artillery corps. He is married
' to Elesnor Martin, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Seth K. Martin
of Tennessee; (2) Armstrong Cory, who served as Lieutenant
in the Eighty-second Division during the World War and was
wounded in action in France. He is studying at the Sarbonne
in Paris for his Doctor of Philosophy Degree. He recently
married in Paris, Madamoiselle Dina Gambara, of Bucarest,

Parma, Italy; (3) Theresa Cory, who married Hudson Strode,

l. Owen, T. M., Dictionary of Ala. Biography, Vol. 111, p.
404; Moore, A. B., History of Ala. and Her Peopls,
Vol. 111, p. 600; Eory,~§rs. Cheppell, Letter to
author, Feb. 14, 1931,
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writer, critic and professor of English at the University

of Alabama.
This charming woman, who has meant so much to the

history of our state, now lives in her beautiful home at

Roebuck Springs, Birmingham, Alabama.

Andrew Jackson Curtis, the son of Robert LaFayette and

Elizabeth (Dyer) Curtis, was born on December 20, 1829, in
Dinwiddie County, Virginia. His father was born in Peters-
burg, Virginia, end moved to Alabama in 1836, where he set-
tled near the forks of the Warrior and Tombigbee Rivers.

He obtained his early education in the country schools
and entered college at Knoxville, Tennessee, After his
graduation in 1849 he read medicine under his brother, Dr.
Fenton Curtis, at Panola, Mississippi, and completed his
medical stﬁdies at Pennsylvania Medical University, Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, graduating with honors in 18%51.

He went to Cuba to practice medicine and to observe
the yellow fever epidemic which was raging on that island.
He returned to the United States in 1853 and settled in
Choctaw County, Alabama, where he practiced in partnership
with Dr. Coleman. He travelled through the Northwestern
end Western States prospecting, and in 18357 was a corres-
pondent of the Mobile Mercury end other newspapers and pe-
riodicals. Later he bought a plantation near Mount Ster-
ling, Aleabama, and engaged in ferming.

He was a member of the Secession Convention in 1861,



and was appointed surgeon of a compeny in the Confederate
States Army under the command of Captain Wilkes Coleman, but
was forced to resign this position on account of ill health.
He sold his farm in 1870 and moved to Meridien, Mississippi,
where he practiced medicine until his death,October 25,1872.

He was a Democrat, a Mason and a Presbyterian.

He married Olivia Octavia Chaney, the daughter of
George B. and Caroline (Ainsworth) Chaney of Sumter County,

1l
October 19, 1854, at Mount Sterling.

Charles Belts DuBose, son of Clem and Esther Martha

(Barnette) DuBose of Mount Sterling, was born March 9, 1840.
FHe studied medicine while a young man and was an aid to sur-
geons in the Confederate States Army. After the war closed,
he returned to his home in Mount Sterling and studied at
the Male Academy under Dr. John Massey. He helped to cre-
ate a loyal spirit in the school and occasionelly assisted
Dr. Massey with the teaching., At this time he was prepar-
ing for the ministry, and joined the Methodist Episcopal
Church South Conference in 1867 and was a faithful preacher
and teacher for several years.

He teught a school at Isney, Alabama, and while there
married Sue Dozier., In 1879 he took charge of a church in
Pensacola, Florida, and was the first minister to remain for

four years.2 His pastorate was distinguished in 1880 by the
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1. Owen, T. M.,Dictionar¥ of Ala.Bio§§a§hz, Vol. 111,p.446.
2. Hoskins, F, W., e story of Methodlism in Pensecola,

Fla., p. 78,
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session of the Alsbamea Conference which was presided over by
Bishop H. M. McTyne.l When the yellow fever eplidemic came,
he sent his family away, but showed his heroic spirit by de-
liberately refusing to leave his afflicted people, most of
whom were obliged to remain in the city. He and a Catholice
priest were the only pastors left to minister to the sick and
to bury the dead. He remained at his post of duty until he
went down to death October 12, 1882, with this pestilence,
end was buried in St., HMichael cemetery on the shore of Pensa=-
cola Bay, "whose waves will sing his requiem until the morn-

ing of the Resurrection.”a

Joel Campbell DuBose was born on December 18, 1855 at

Gaston, Sumter County, Alabema. He was the son of Benjamin
Eusebius and Sarah Elizabeth (Horn) DuBose, the former a na-
tive of Darlington, South Carolina, who lived at Mount Ster-
ling and was a school teacher and planter. He was the grand=-
son of Benjemin and Susanna (Campbell) buBose of Darlington,
and of Isaac and Martha (Vines) Horn of Kinterbish, Choctaw
County. His paternal ancestors were, on the one side, French
Huguencts who came to South Carolina in 1685, and on the oth-
er side, Scoteh. His mother's people came from North Caro-
lina.®

He received his early education at Gaston end later at

1. "Condensed Version of Methodism in Pensacola™, Christian
Advocate, Sept. 25, 1930. Note: On Sat. night during
e conference a disastrous fire visited the city,
burned many homes, and caused the death of two people.
2, Massey, John, Reminiscences, p. 219.
3. Owen, T. M., Dic. of Ala, Hist. Biograsphy, Vol. 111, p.510.
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Mount Sterling under the noted educator, Professor S. S.
Mellen. Later he matriculated at the University of Alabama
and was graduated with en A. B. Degree in 1878, and an
M. A. Degree in 1882.1
He was principal of the Pushmataha High School from

1878 to 1883; of the school at Snow Hill from 1883 to 1886;
at Livingston, 1886;1888; at South Highlands, Birminghem,
Alabema, 1888=-1898; in charge of private classes and 1it-
erary work, Washington, D. C., 1898-1899; conducted a pri-
vate‘school at Knoxville, Tennessee, 1899-1900; and was
principal of "DuBose School for Boys" in Birmingham for
meny years.

- He was elected to the State Legislature from Jeffer-
son County in 1903 and served in that body until 1907.
While Prof. DuBose was a member of the Legislature he was
appointed to fill a new and most important chair created at
- the University of Alsbama - that of professor of secondary
education. Through the influence of Dr. John W. Abercrom-
bie, at that time president of the University of Alabama,
the General Education Board of New York City was induced
to provide for the salary and expenses of this executive
whose duty it Would’be to create a sentiment over the en-
tire State for the establishment, support and improvement

of high schools. When Prof. DuBose was given this new chair,

he stumped the State in advocacy of a law establishing Coun-

1. Palmer, T, W., Register of Univ. of Ala., 1831-1901,
p. 2440
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ty High Schools, "His eloquent appeals, emanating out of a
rich faith, proved by his works in the education of boys and

1 In Aug-

girls, bore fruit when the next legislature met.,"
ust, 1907, the legislature passed an act providing for a
county high school in each county, upon the conditions that
the people of the county give fifty acres of lend, construct
and equip a bﬁilding worth $5000.00 end deed this property
to the State, Thirty-one county high schools were estab-
lished during the first year.

Mr. DuBose was a gentleman of high moral character

and of more than ordinasry literary attainments.z He is the

author of Sketches of ﬁlabama History, Notable Men of Ala-

bama, Alabama History, “Aeschylus snd the Seven sgainst

Thebes“,s and the "Story of Alabama“.4 He was business

manager and one of the proprietors of the Gulf States His-

torical magazine, Montgomery, Alabame; and a contributor to

other periodicals.5
He wes married August 8, 1883, to Alice Vivian, daugh-

ter of Williem T. and Elizebeth J. Horn, of Pushmataha, Ala=-

bama. To this couple were born the following children: (1)

Benjamin Willism, who married Mary Rowens Brust and li#es

in Memphis, Tennessee; (2) Alice Vivian, who is a teacher

in Memphis; (3) Martha Mortimore, who married Reverend R.

l. Moore, A. B., History of Alabema and Her People, Vol. 1,
p. 8l2.

2. The Courier,Butler, Ala., Jen. 20, 1883,

5. Methodist Review, September-Cctober, 1899.

4, Pearson's WMagazine, June, 1902.

5. Alumnae News, Univ. of Ala., Sept., 1917.
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M. Howell and lives in Birmingham; (4) Rosa Florence, who

married Jack Mills and 1lives in Mount Sterling; (5) Fred-

erick Mellen, who died May 15, 1891; (6) Joel Campbell, who
died September 26, 1886.

Prof. DuBose died Februery 6, 1917, at his home in

Roebuck Springs, Birmingham, and is buried in Birmingham.

Reuben Reid Gaines was born on October 30, 1836, at

Williams Cross Roeds, Choctaw County. He was the son of
Joab and Lucinda (McDavid) Gaines. He received his prepara-
tory training in private schoola and at Mount Sterling and
was graduated with an A. B. Degree from the University of
Alabams in 1855.1 He studied law at Cumberland University
at Lebanon, Tennessee, and was graduated with an LI. Be.
Degree in 1857,

He practiced law at Selme until 1862, when he enlist-
ed in the Confederate States Army and served as Adjutant
of the Third Alabama Cavalry, 1862«1863; Assistant Adjutant
in General Morgan's Brigade, and Allen's Division, 1863~
1864; Assistant Adjutant Genersl in Allen's Division of
Cavalry 1864~1865, After the wer he resumed his law prac-
tice in Clarksville, Texas, in partnership with Colonel
B. H. Epperson. He was elected judge of the Sixth Judicial
Distriet of Texas in 1877; served as Associate Justice of

- the Supreme Court of Texas, 1885-1894; and as Chief Justice

1. Palmer, T. W., Register of Univ. of Ala., 1831-1901,
Pe 1l4.
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of the Supreme Count of Texas from 1894 to January 5, 1911,
when he retired on account of feiling health.

He was a Democrat, an Episcopaslian, a member of the
Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity, and an 04dd Fellow.

He married, Merch 1859, Louisa, daughter of Hon.
George D. and Elizabeth (King) Shortridge, who lived at
Montevaello, Shelby County, Alabama. Their only child is
Lelia Shortridge, Galveston, Texas. His last residencé was

Austin, Texas, at which place he died on October 13, 1914.l

- Vivien Pendleton Gaines was borm on September 21,
1852, at Mount Stefling. He was the son of George VWashing-
ton and Eliza V. (Earle) Gaines, who were engaged in farming
and the warehouse business at Tuscahoma Landing.

He received his early education in Mount Sterling, at-
tended Centenary Institute at Summerfield, graduated from
the Medical Department of the University of Alsbama in 1872,
and from the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York,
in 18?5.2

He practiced medicine at Mount Sterling 1873 to 1886,
and then moved to Mobile where he practiced and served as a
clinical lecturer on obstetries in the Medical Department
of the University of Alabama. |

He was @ member of the State Medical Association,

State Boerd of Health, State Medical Examining Board, and

l. Owen, T. M., Dictionary of Alabama Biography, Vol. 111,
p 3 6 28‘
2. Pelmer, T, W., Register of Univ., of Ala.
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of Mobile County Medical Association.

He was a Democrat, a Methodist, an 0dd Fellow, Knight
of Pythias, and Mason, and the author of "Central America
and Penama Canal™, 1913.

He married March 7, 1879, at Summerfield, Margaret
Caroline, daughter of Netherland and Caroline Porter (Chil-
ders) Tate, both natives of Georgia. They have the follow-
ing children: (1) Lila Earle who married Warner Clifford
Clisby, and lives in Birmingham, Alabama; (2) Carrie Tate,
who married Richard Raymond Callen and lives in Birminghem;
(3) Helen May; (4) Maggle Bell, who is dead; and (5) Henry

1
L.

Dr. Gaines dropped dead November 27, 1923, while in

Mount Sterling on a hunting trip. He was buried in Magno-

lia Cemetery, Mobile, Alabama, November 28, 1925.2

James Edward Gray was born in 1860 at De Sotoville,

Alabama, He was the son of Captain Alanson Jefferson and
Elizabeth Jene (Nethery) Gray.> The former died April 27,
1883, and was buried at Mount Sterling, Alabama.

He received his early education at De Sotoville, and
for five years was a student of the noted Professor Seth

S. Mellen at Mount Sterling., After his graduation from

1. Owen, T. M,, Dictionary of Ala. Biogrephy,Vol. 111,p.629.

2. Mobile Register, Nov, 28, 1923,
3. Palmer, T. Ve, Register of University of Ala., pe. 291
Moore, A. B., éistory of Ala, and Her People, Vol. 11,

PP 601"6020




the University of Alsbame with an A. B. Degree in 1878 he
taught school for two years in Sumter County. Two years
later he returned to the University and received his LL.B.
Degree in the spring of 1882. He was admitted to the bar
in the fall of 1882, Just after this admission to the Ala=-

bama bar he contracted typhoid fever and died February 19,

1883.1

Charles Howard Mellen was born in 1861 at Plerce's

Springs, Mississippi, and is the son of Professor Seth S.

and Susan H. (Bush) Mellen. BHe received his early educa=-

tion under his father at Pierce's Springs, Mississippi, and

at Mount Sterling, Algbama. In 1878 he entered the Junior

class at the University of Alabama and graduated with an

A+ Bes Degree from the College of Arts and Science in 1880.
He was principal of the high school at Summerfield

in 1881 and 1882, but his services were ended by his death

- in Tuscaloosa, December 27, 1882¢2

George Frederick Mellen was born on June 27, 1809 at

Pierce's Springs, Clarke County, Mississippi. He was the
son of Prof. Seth Smith and Susan Huntington (Bush) Mellen,
received his early education at Goodman Institute and at
Mount Sterling, and was prepared for college by his father
and Judge George Washington Taylor. He entered the Univer-

l. The Courier, Butler, Ala., Feb. 24, 1883,
2. Pelmer, T. W., Register of U, of A., 1831-1901, p. 259.




78

sity of Alabama in 1877 and was graduated with an M. A,
Degree in 1879, He specialized in Latin, Greek and Math-
ematies, and received the first prize offered by the Early
English Text Society of Great Britain for the best examina=~
tion in Anglo-Saxon, and also received the first prize which
was offered by the New Shakespeare Society of Great Britain
for the best examination in Shakespeare.

He did graduate work in the University of Leipsie,
Germany, wrote his dissertation on "Monograph on Some Popu~-
lar Errors in Education in the United States end Their Rem~-
edy", and received his Ph. D. Degree October 30, 1890.

He returned to the United States and taught school
in the Gainesville Academy, 1879-1882; with his father in
the Boy's Military School at Livingston, 1882-1885; and in
Demopolis 1887-1891., He was professor of Greek and French

in the University of Tennessee 1891-1898; and of Greek and
| history 1898~1900; but on account of ill health resigned
this position end retired to private life on his farm.

He was a Democratic member of the Tennessee Legis-
lature 1905-1907.

He collaborated with William Rule in 4 History of

Knoxville, 1900; with Henry N. Ingersol in a Memorial Vol-

ume which contains a sketch and choicest writings of Joshe

ua W. Caldwell., He prepared three chapters for Volume V11l
in The South in the Building of the Nation; was a contribu-
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tor to Southern Humorists, Southern Editors; Knoxville Senti-

nel, Chattanooga News; New England Maegazine, Methodist Review

Nashville Tennessean, Sewanee Review, and other dally and

weekly newspaperss

He was married July 7, 1885, to Mary Briscoe, daughter
of Cyrus Briscoe and Eliza J. (Van de Graff) Baldwin, of
Houston, Mississippi.l Their children are: (1) Seth Baldwin,
(2) Helen Van de Graff, (3) George Frederick,Junibr, and (4)
Cornelia Daniel.

~His last days were peacefully spent on his farm near

' 2
Knoxville, Temnessee, He died in Knoxville, June 4, 1927,

Charles Edward McCall was born on November 21, 1867,

at De Sotoville, Choctaw County, Alabama. He was the son
of Dr. Daniel and Nancy Elizabeth (Thompson) McCall and the
grandson of John and Mary (Campbell) McCell; and of Benjamin
~and Sarah Menifee (Davis) Thompson. John McCall was a native
of Scotland who emigrated to South Carolina then moved to
Florida and on to Alabama where he died. Benjamin Thompson -
lived in Hele, Autauga and Choctaw Counties in Alabama.

Mr. McCall received part of his early education in
Prof., Seth S. Mellen's school at Mount Sterling, and then
continued his higher education in the Cooper Institute at
Deleville, Mississippi, and in the University of Alabamsa.

He graduated fram the latter with an A. B. Degree in 1885.2

l. Mellen, Henry L., Letter to author, Dec. 11, 1930.
2. Palmer, T. W., Register of ﬂniv, of Ala.,1831~-1901,p.292.
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He taught for ten years as principal of high schools
and academies. He was the founder and editor of the Choctaw
Advocate, Butler, Alabama, 1890-92, and established this
weekly newspaper so securely that it still has a large num-
ber of subscribers.

He became probate judge of Choctaw County in 1898
and held this office until he was admitted to the bar in
1908. He spent the next two years as assistant examiner
of public accounts of Alabama, until April 1, 1911, he was
appointed chief examiner of public accounts in which capac-
ity he has served under the appointments of six governors,
and was recently eppointed assistant State examiner of this
department.l '

He is a Methodist, Royel Arch-Mason, past Chancellor
of Knights of Pythias, Woodman of the World, a member of the
Fraternel Order of Eagles, and of the Sigma Nu Fraternity.

He married Mary Rebecca Collins, daughter of James
Madison aend Amande (Etheridge) Collins of COIIinsville,
Mississippi,z and they have the following children: (1)
Major Charlie Campbell MecCall, former Attorney General and
now assistant Attorney General of Alabama; (2) Honorable
Willard MeCall, former Assistant Attorney General of Ala-
bama, and now with Fort, Beddow and Ray, Attorneys in Bir-

mingham; (3) Mrs. Mary Henderson of Montgomery.

l. McCall, Charlie C., Letter to author, March ¢, 1931.
2. Owen, T. M., History of Alsbama, Vol. 1V, p. 1087.
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Carroll T, Prince was born August 28, 1882, in

Mount Sterling, Alsbama. He is the son of Major Sydney T.
Prince and Helen (Rhodes) Prince, who moved to Mobile when
Carroll was five years old.

He attended the public schools of lMobile County,
graduated at the University Military School of Mobile, and
from the Law Department of the University of Alabama in
1910,1 and for two years was private secretary to Con-
gressmen George Washington Taylow.

He began practicing law and was employed by the Mobile
and Ohio Railroad Company, first as Law Agent, then as Per=-
sonal Injury Attorney, end later as Attorney of the entire
System, and is now Solicitor of the System, with headquarters
in Mobile.z

He has been rather active in State and County political

affairs, but has never run for an office., He married, April

1, 1924, Miss Jean Welch of New York and they have one son.

Sydney Trotter Prince was born May 20, 1847, at Bladon

Springs, Alabama. He was the son of Thomas McCarroll and
Lucy Anthony (Trotter) Prince.

He was a member of the cadet corps at the University
of Alebama and left the institution in order to join the

Confederate States Army. With two other cadets, he organized

l.Prince, Carroll T., Letter to author, March,ll, 1931;
Register, Unive. Oof Als.
2. Prince, C, T., Letter to author, March 11, 1931.
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a company of cavalry from military cadets, end was slected
second lieutenant of the cémpany. He commanded this company
under General Forest, during Wilson's raid through Alabama,
as his captain was absent at this time, He later received
the rank of brevet major.

At the close of the war he went to Mount Sterling and
entered the mercantile business. He spent his spare moments
studying law and was admitted to the bar in Choctaw County
in 1875 and practiced law in Butler until 1880, from which
place he moved to Mobile and entered a partnership with
Harry T. Toulmin and George W. Taylor, under the firm neme
of Toulmin-Taylor and Prince., This firm dissolved in 1887
and Mr. Prince continued his practice alone.

He represented the Twenty-seventh Senatorial District
composed of Choctaw, Washington and Clarke Counties, in the
State Legislature in 1875 and was member of the Constitu-
tional Convention of 1875, at which time he introduced some
of the most important measures considered in the cénvention.z
He served as a Democratic presidential elector on the Tilden
ticket in 1876, and on the Cleveland ticket in 1884,

He was an Episcopalian and took an acetive pert in re-
ligious services, and was also a Mason.

He married May 20, 1873, Helen Maria Rhodes, daughter

l. Owen, T.lm., Dictionary of Alabama Biography, Vol. 1V,
pPe 13591.
2. Choctaw Herald, Butler, Alasbema, October 4, 1875.
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of Jemes and Maria Edna (Kornegay) Rhodes, who moved from
Goldsboro, North Carolina to Bladon Springs, Alabama. The
following children were born to this couple: (1) Annie, who
married Dr. Eugene DuBose Bondurant, Mobile, Alabama; (2)
Sydney Rhodes, of Mobile; Carroll Thomes, of Mobile, and
(5) Mary Kate, who married William Norman Hunter of Mobile.

Mrs. Prince died April, 1887, and Mr. Prince died at
Mobile, January 7, 1910.

Thomas McCarroll Prince was born in 1807 in North

Carolina. He was graduated from the University of North
Carolina at Chepel Hill in 1827, and moved to Mobile, Ala-
bama, where he was a merchant in the commission house of
Prince and Garrett.

"He spent two years in Liverpool, Englangd,

as a member of a large commercial house there
for the trensaction of Americen business, pur-
suant to the recommendations of a convention
of Southern planters which was held in Macon,
Georgis, in 1839, so as to obtain advances on
the cotton erop through the agency of post
notes, and to secure good prices for the
cot=ton by holding the stock until it was de=-
manded for immediate consumption by spinners,
Among the agencies in Europe for the sale of
American cotton, znd for the carrying out of
the plan agreed upon, was the House of Fon-
taine, Prince and Company." 1

He was elected to the State Legislature from Mobile
County in 1840 and reelected in 1845. He then moved to
Choctaw County end in 18955 defeated Hon. William Woodward

1. Owen, T. M., Dictionary of Alae., Biography, Vol.1lV,p.1391.
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to represent Sumter, Choctaw and Washington Counties in the

State Senate., He was a Whig.

Thomas McCarroll Pringce, Junior, was born July 28,

1842, and is the son of Thomas McCarroll and Lucy Anthony
(Trotter) Prince of Choctaw County, Alabama.

He was a lieutenant Colonel of the Twenty-Second Reg-
iment of Alabama Volunteer Infantry in the Confederate
States Army;l and was slightly wounded by an accidental
explosion of an emmunition chest on April 8, 1863, at Bat~
tery Wagner, Morris Island, while there with the South Car~

&

olina Artillery which was commanded by Major C. K. Huger.
After the War of Secession, he became a planter at
Louisville, Kentueky.
He married Gertrude Ingersoll at Mobile in 1867, and
died in 1869.

Frank Singleton Stone was born October 3, 1839, at

Bladon Springs, Choctaw County, Alabama. He was the son of

Captain Sardine Graham Stone, who moved to Mobile in 1847.
He received his early education in Mobile and at the

age of twelve he entered the ship yerd of J. D. Howard, of

Jeffersonville, Indiana, for the purpose of learning the

shipyard business. A year later he went to Mississippi

where he completed his literary studies under Alexander

l. Owen, T. M., Dictionary of Ala.
2. War Reports, Series 1, Vol. X1
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Demitry.
In 1854 he returned to Mobile end worked as & shipping

clerk on the "Ben Lee"™ one of the Tombigbee River boats
which carried freight for St. Stephens, Tuscahoma, Gaines=-
ville and other landings aslong the river., In 1858 he was

on the "Eliza Battle" when it caught on fire. He saved sev=~
eral lives during this tragedy and was later comﬁended by
rescued persons and received a gold medal from the Masons

of the States« In 1864 he became captain of "The Admiral”
steamer, and later had command of a company of boats.

He retired to "Montrose", his home in Baldwin County
and became widely kuown as a scientific horticulturist.

He married September 4, 1862, Mary, daughter of Dr,
Augustus C. Hawkins, end they have the following children:
(1) Frank S. Junior, who was a student at the University of
Alabama from 1880 to 1883, received his LL.B at the Univer-
sity of Georgia in 1886; was clerk of the supreme court of
Georgia from 1887 to 1888; Solicitor of Baldwin Couhty,
1894 to 1899; tax commissioner of Baldwin County, 1889 to
1900; (2) Mary Stone, who is dead;(3) Robert 0. Stone, of

Baldwin County.l

George Washington Taylor was born in Montgomery County

Alabama. He was the son of Edward F. and Anne Sewell (Trez~-

evant) Taylor, both natives of Columbia, South Carolina.

1. Owen, T. M., Dicticnary of Ala. Biography,Vol. 1V,p.1628.
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He received his preparatory education in the best
private schools of Montgomery and Columbia, South Carolina,
eand was graduated in 1867 from South Carolina College at
Columbia. He taught school in Mobile, Algbama, during which
time he read law under Hon. Harry T. Toulmin and was admit-
ted to the bar November, 1871. He then practiced law in
Choctaw County and in Marengo Countye.

He was elected to the Alabama Legislature in 1878 and
for State solicitor for the First Judicial Circuit, Novem=
ber, 1880, in which place he served for six years and was
re=-clected. In November, 1896, he was elected to Congress
from the First District gnd was successfully re-elected
for nine terms, meking a total of eighteen years in the po-
sition,

He wrote the first primary elections regulations in
the Democratic party organization adopted in Alabama for
'party government in Choctaw County. He was Democratic
chairman of the Choctaw executive committee for several
years, and chairmen of the State Democratiec Convention which

called the constitutional convention in 190l.
| He entered the Confederate Ammy, November, 1864, as
a member of the South Carolina State troops and later served

until the end of the war in Company D, First South Carolina

1. Owen, T. M., Dictionary of Alesbama Biogrsphy, Vol, 1V,
Pe l@m.




Cavalry regimente.
He married Jenuary 13, 1881, Margarette V. T.,
daughter of E. H. and Mary Jane {(Bonner) Metcalf of Mont=-

gomerye

87
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CONCLUSION

A century hes passed away since white people began to
settle in Mount Sterling. During this time the Indians have
been removed; the great forests have been cleared for plan-
tations, some of which have reverted to woods while others
produce bountiful crops of corn, cotton, peas and other farm
products; the little town is more centralized, having only
one gin and two stores for the community rather than one for
each plantation; a garage occupies the place of the old
blacksmith shop; and & gravelled road takes the place .of
the 0ld Indian trail - post road between Tuscahoma and But-
ler.

The mighty Tombigbee flows on more dependable than in
former days because of locks which make it navigable all
the year for steamers. The remains of the old freight shute
and warehouse at Tuscahoma laending are still visible, but
with the exception of timber very few products are shipped
from this landing.

Many negroes live in and around Mount Sterling, but
these are peacable, and most of them either rent land from

the white people or work on shares with them,

" The original Baptist and Methodist Churches, as well



Present Mount Sterling School Building
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as many of the old colonial homes, are still standing; and
a small but more modern school building, which was con-
structed from the materials of the old academy, is located
on the same lot on which the academy stood.

The old "wash hole"™ of the S. 8. Mellen school boys,
better known as "Lassiter Mill Pond" is still in use as &
swimming pool and as & bgptismal place for the Mount Ster-
ling and Hopewell chnrches.l

Most of the people who live there are descendants of
the early families of Mount Sterling and own part of the
original femily property. In spite of the fact that some
of the inhabitants became prominent lawyers, doctors,
preachers, and business men, those who are living like to
spend their vacations around their old home places, hunting,
fishing, and enjoying the pleasant breezes, the good water,

eand the quietness of the community.

1., Choctaw Advocate, Butler, Alabama, Sept. 14, 1930.
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