The Twin Schools: From Equalization Schools to Desegregation in Monticello, Georgia
Coddy L. Carter
If one were to observe the gymnasiums of the former Washington Park School and Jasper
County Middle in Monticello, Georgia, the physical similarities are clear. Both schools started
operation as Jasper County Training School and Monticello High School, respectively, during
the 1956-57 school year. Jasper County Training School housed black students from grades one
through twelve while white students in secondary grades attended Monticello High School. The

structural connection between the two schools is no coincidence. Both schools were designed by

Macon-based architect, Bernard A. Webb, Jr.

Figure 1. The former Jasper County Training School. Image courtesy of Google Maps.

Figure 2. The former Monticello High School. Image courtesy of Google Maps.

The ninth line of the cornerstone marker at Washington Park School identified Webb as

its chief architect. Webb was responsible for a number of schools prior to mass desegregation in



Georgia (Georgia Historical Society, n.d.). Examination of Webb’s architectural credits directly
identified another Jasper County High School. A Jones County (GA) Historical Society marker
for Califf School in Gray, Georgia, 26 miles south of Monticello. Figures 3 and 4 show that

Webb applied the same principles of side-gabled roof gymnasiums to Califf High School and the

corresponding white school in the county, Jones County High School.
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Figure 3. The former Califf School.

Figure 4. The former Jones County High School.

The title of the present paper points to the physical similarities of schools in Jasper and
Jones counties. A more accurate nomenclature for the schools would be fraternal rather than

identical twins. Though they appear similar by outside appearance, racial distinctions were made



between them in Webb’s design credits. Schools were labeled by race, location, and grades
served. Though not observed in Figure 5, white schools were also identified such as the case of
Monticello White Grammar School. Figure 5 shows the four aforementioned schools with note
that Califf School and Jasper County Training School did not contain their names. Jasper
County High School would later become Monticello High School, and Jones County High
School would retain its name when it was established.

Schools designed for Black students

1683-211; Jaspar Co, Consolidated Negro School, Jaspear County, GA, 1954 Decambear 1;
1961 November 20

1683-308: Jonas Co. Consolidated Negre School, Jones County, GA, 1953 April 24
Schools designed for White students
1683-154 ..||1:1.F'||'1| {:nulll'_.' |[il:_||'| Schoal, Monticello, GA, 1962 March 21

1683-305: Jones Counly High School, Jones Counly, GA_ 1953 Aprl 24; 1962 August 15

Figure 5. Select design credits for Bernard A. Webb, Jr. (Courtesy of Georgia Historical Society)

County Training Schools and the Development of Black Public Education

The cornerstone marker at Washington Park School still bares its original name, Jasper
County Training School. The term county training school has a history itself that reaches beyond
Jasper County and extends throughout the South. County training schools were established in
rural areas throughout the South as places where African American students would be “trained”
to occupy their spaces in society (Anderson, 1988). To the wealthy white businessmen who
supported the schools, that meant that the children of illiterate mill workers and sharecroppers to
become literate mill workers and sharecroppers; maybe a few would go to college. Robert C.
Ogden, an early supporter of black schools, once stated, “Our great problem is to attach the
Negro to the soil and prevent his exodus from the country to the city” (Anderson, 1988, p. 89).
Ogden went further to say that the black man’s labor was key to the economic prosperity of the

South (Anderson, 1988).



At the time when Jasper County Training School was built in 1921, there were no public
high schools for African Americans in Georgia. Ballard Normal School in Macon, Knox
Institute in Athens, Allen Industrial School in Thomasville, and other private institutions in
Atlanta, Augusta, and Savannah were the only places where students could pursue secondary
education (Atkinson et. al, n.d.; Pitts, 2003; Harris, 2012). Georgia’s first black public high
school, E.A. Ware High School in Augusta had been closed in 1897 to instead house elementary
grades. The initial closing had also been the result of Richmond County School Commissioner
Lawton Evans’ change of attitude toward black education (Patton, 1978). Evans openly
espoused the belief that African Americans were born to do manual labor and the classical
curriculum taught at Ware High School was making them “anxious to pursue some profession
and obtain financial, social, and political equality with the white race” (Patton, 1978, p. 53).
Cumming v. Board of Education of Richmond County (1899) was the final blow to public high
schools in the state of Georgia. The court ruled that secondary schools for either black or white
children was a responsibility of the state. The maintenance of high schools would be left to
private organizations, which resulted in the continued operation of the county’s respective boys’
and girls’ high schools with black students seeking secondary education choosing from three
private schools in the area. For African Americans still hobbling out of slavery, there was no
money to build another public high school and little money for tuition at the private institutions.
The Cumming decision ultimately created a racially disparate educational climate for African
Americans in the city of Augusta and throughout Georgia that would not change until the 1920s.

A large portion of county training schools built in rural communities throughout the
South roughly between 1912 and 1932 could be credited to the Rosenwald Fund. Julius

Rosenwald, the namesake for the fund, had actually been spurred to start the fund by Booker T.



Washington. Rosenwald gave $25,000 to Tuskegee Institute and an additional $12,000 to build
local elementary and secondary schools that would serve as pipelines to the institution.
Washington encouraged Rosenwald to expand his support beyond Tuskegee to provide a feeder
system for other black institutions of higher education throughout the region.

Rosenwald had two stipulations before supporting a school: the local black community
had to match his contribution and build the school themselves (Allen, 2013; Zinsmeister, n.d.).
Jasper County’s black citizens raised the bulk of the money to build Jasper County Training
School. At a total cost of $8,000, blacks provided the bulk of the funds at $4,200, while $2,200
came from taxes, and Rosenwald Fund provided $1,600 (Fisk University, 2001). They not only
matched the contribution of the Rosenwald Fund but almost tripled it. Whereas the state average
for black community fundraising across the state of Georgia was 18 percent, the collective of
black people in Jasper County put up 54 percent of the building fund (Anderson, 1988). With
the money attained from fundraising, taxes, and the help of Rosenwald, local African American
carpenters built the original Jasper County Training School with the remains of the Monticello
Academy/High School (Thomas Persons Hall, n.d.).

Equalization Period

In 1949, Georgia governor Herman Talmadge drafted the Minimum Foundation Program
for Education, an initiative that would seek to close racial, class, and geographic barriers to
quality education (Moffson, 2010). The intended goal would be accomplished by building large
modern, International-style schools to replace small wooden rural schools. Though the manifest
goal was equalizing education for rural blacks and poor whites, the plan also had a latent goal of
evading desegregation. Schools built during this period would come to be known as

“equalization schools” as Georgia was seeking to make good on the promise of ‘separate but



equal’ schools 50 plus years after Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) called for separate but equal public
accommodations. Additionally, desegregation had already been occurring in other public
sectors. In 1948, President Harry Truman had desegregated the Armed Forces with Executive
Order 9981 and the University of Arkansas desegregated. Moreover, black students were
entering formerly white law schools by 1950 with the help of court orders in McLaurin v.
Oklahoma Board of Regents (1950) and Sweatt v. Painter (1950). It seemed that elementary and
secondary schools in the South would follow, and the segregationist Talmadge along with a host
of other Southern leaders would do whatever necessary to keep schools racially separate (Prat,
2002).

For black students, this entailed the replacement of Rosenwald schools built decades
earlier. The plan called for at least one black high school to be built in each of Georgia’s 159
counties (Moffson, 2010). Schools built would include elementary, high, and combination
schools. In urban areas, it was more common for freestanding high schools to be built whereas
combination schools that housed all grades one through twelve were more frequent in rural towns. For
example, Peter G. Appling High School in Macon housed only secondary grades, while schools such as
Jasper County Training School and Eatonton’s Butler-Baker School served all school-age students.
Additionally, rural districts would have elementary schools in outlying towns that eventually feed into
combination schools located in county seats. In Jasper County, black students from the community of
Shady Dale would attend Carrie Taylor Elementary and matriculate to Jasper County Training School in
the county seat upon reaching ninth grade. Similarly, in neighboring Jones County, elementary schools in
Wayside and Haddock would feed into the combination school for the county, Califf High School. Figure

5 shows the approved school centers for African Americans under the MFPE.
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Figure 5. Approved School Centers for Minimum Foundation Program for Education.
Purchasing Land

The location of rural combination in county seats was an important fact. Figure 6 shows

an approximation of African American neighborhoods in Monticello, the county seat of Jasper
County. The largest swath of land out of the four pictured within the city limits is the
Washington Park neighborhood, the eventual location of the rendition Jasper County Training

School built under the equalization plan. It had also been the site of the first Jasper County



Training School and Monticello’s first educational institution for African American pupils,
Cargile Institute. Booker T. Washington was the namesake for the neighborhood once called
“Colored Folks Hill” and later shortened to “The Hill” (Funderburg, 2008).

Sources indicate that the Washington Park neighborhood began its formation in 1908
when groups of African Americans began purchasing lots through Farmers National Bank
(Edwards, 1997; Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 2003). It was intended for mill and
agricultural workers with its central location in proximity to both mills and farms. Though the
official naming of the area was identified as 1908, some homes were built as early as 1901 along
the streets that were later renamed Funderburg Drive and Martin Luther King, Jr. Driven (Jasper
County Tax Assessors, n.d.). The early dates coincided with the founding of Cargile Institute in
1902, the aforementioned semi-private institution for African Americans. Jasper County

Training School came 13 years after the neighborhood was officially chartered.
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Figure 6. De jure African American neighborhoods approximation. Map developed in
Google MyMaps®.



A historical marker in Jones County, Georgia commemorating Califf School states that
23.5 acres was purchased to build the school (Jones County History and Heritage, n.d.). It is not
likely that the Jones County Board of Education paid very much to secure the land for Califf
School. This is because states funds appropriated under the MFPE were dedicated to the
building of schools rather than site acquisition, and sites for black equalization were often land
with little value such as lots adjacent to cemeteries, railroad lines, or industrial plants (Moffson,
2010). Moffson (2010) also asserted that it was more common for land to be donated rather than
purchased. This assertion was supported in deed records from Jasper County, Georgia on land
that would house the new Jasper County Training School. On September 25, 1952, C.C.
Catchings, Nannie Lee Jordan, and Lex Sanders each deeded land to the Jasper County Board of
Education for “ten dollars and other valuable consideration.” Catchings donated the lion’s share
of the land at 12 acres, while Jordan and Sanders donated 2 acres each. In many counties, new
white schools were built to correspond to black equalization schools. Whereas land for black
schools had to be donated, land for white schools was purchased from landowners by local
boards of education. Almost seven months later on April 18, 1953, the Jasper County Board of
Education purchased 45 acres of land from Ester Wilburn Barnes for $8,500 with the agreement
from the Board that the new gymnasium be named for the Wilburn family. On May 23, 1955,
property for both planned schools was turned over to the Georgia State School Building
Authority for the construction to proceed (Jasper County Magistrate Court, n.d.).

Massive Resistance to Brown Decision

In response to the first Brown v. Board (1954) ruling, Georgia governor Herman
Talmadge stated, “Georgia is going to resist mixing the races if it is the sole state to do so”
(Klarman, 2005, p.21). Five months after the Brown decision, Georgia residents voted an

amendment to the state constitution in November 1954 that would close public school districts



that attempted integration (Azarian & Fesshazion, 2000). This amendment also granted vouchers
for students to attended private schools while withholding state funding from any school that
attempted desegregation efforts.

The votes were solidified at the 1956 session of the Georgia General Assembly. By this
time, Brown II, which declared that school systems would be desegregated “with all deliberate
speed”, had been decided. The second Brown ruling left the responsibility of school
desegregation to lower courts, and legislators in Georgia mobilize in attempt to stay one step
ahead of African Americans that would be seeking suits in state courts. At the March 1956
meeting, the Georgia legislature issued a series of five senate bills and a house resolution aimed
at thwarting the possibility of school desegregation. Senate Bill 1 allowed the governor power to
determine when schools were deemed to be unfit for state funds. The bill held that each child
attending a public school that was closed would be entitled to funding to attend a private school.
Senate Bill 3 gave local school boards the authority to lease school property to private entities for
operation of public schools if Senate Bill 1 was enacted. Senate Bill 4 enabled school boards to
be able to sublease any properties from the State School Building Authority. At the time, the
State School Building Authority owned all school properties where equalization schools built
through the MFPE would be built. Senate Bill 6 allowed teachers from public schools to
continue to be vested in the state employee retirement system under the condition that they
taught in nonsectarian private schools. Senate Bill 8 ensured that safety hazards for private
schools would meet the standard of public facilities. Finally, House Resolution 185 stated that
the decision of Brown v. Board of Education in 1954 and 1955 and other Supreme Court
decisions regarding school desegregation are “null, void, and of no force or effect” (Azarian &

Fesshazion, 2000, p. 14).



Moving toward Desegregation: The 1960s

In the same election that saw a vote for private schools, Marvin Griffin was elected to
succeed Herman Talmadge as the governor of Georgia. Griffin, a political protégé of Talmadge
who had served as lieutenant governor, would serve as the executive arm that continued to
champion Georgia’s dominant social practice of racial separation. Governor Marvin Griffin was
such a staunch segregationist that he once threatened to bar Georgia Tech from participating in
the 1956 Sugar Bowl because their opponent, Pittsburgh, had a black player (Pratt, 2002). In
response, students burned Griffin in effigy. Griffin eventually buckled under pressure from
Georgia Tech school officials and state legislators to allow them to play in the game.

Years later, students at the University of Georgia would another individual in effigy, this
time in an effort against desegregation. Days after the Holmes v. Danner (1961) decision which
would allow Hamilton Holmes and Charlayne Hunter to enter the University of Georgia, students
gathered near the institution’s storied arches to burn Hamilton Holmes in effigy. The event
turned into a riot. The juxtaposition between the University of Georgia and Georgia Tech is
crucial to the story of desegregation. Hamilton Holmes and Charlayne Hunter would become
the first African American students to enter a previously all-white public institution at any level
in Georgia. The school had been strategically chosen by the Atlanta Committee for Cooperative
Action (ACCA) to be an ideal site for desegregation over Georgia Tech and Georgia State
because of its centrality to the state (Pratt, 2002; Trillin, 1991). First, its status as the flagship
university ensured that it would not be closed under the collective acts of the 1956 Georgia
General Assembly. The University of Georgia’s 1785 founding made it the first state university
in the United States (Pitts, 2003). Georgia Tech was founded a century later in 1885, and

Georgia State was founded almost three decades after that in 1913 (“History and Traditions-



Georgia Tech”, n.d.; “History of Georgia State University”, 2006). Second, most of the top
legislators were associated with the school. The governor at the time in 1961, Ernest Vandiver,
had received both his undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Georgia. His
lieutenant governor, Garland T. Byrd, had also received his Bachelor’s degree there. Previous
governors Ellis Arnall, Eugene Talmadge, and Herman Talmadge had all received degrees from
the University of Georgia Law School. It was the preeminent training ground for Georgia

politicians and the ideal site for change (Pratt, 2002; Trillin, 1991).

The legal setting would become rife with cases where selective integration would be
preferable to mass desegregation. The desegregation plan in Atlanta, as described in Calhoun v.
Latimer (1963) was that an African American seeking transfer to a white school would have to
score at the average or higher than students in the same age at the school on a scholastic aptitude
battery. The practice was discriminatory, but it supported the efforts of groups such as the
ACCA choosing the most qualified students for desegregation efforts. In Stell v. Savannah-
Chatham County Board of Education (1964), Savannah had also been attempting of system of
token integration for only the top African American students the court ruled that selective
integration of only the top students was injurious to both the individual and collective black
students at one’s home school. For the individual, lack of cultural understanding in the
classroom would stunt his or her academic growth and ultimately create a sense of inferiority in
other black students who could not pass the gradient to receive a transfer. Token integration
would nullify the intended benefits of desegregation: academic resources and opportunity for

social mobility. By the 1960s, school desegregation was becoming what many whites feared



about black public education at the turn of the 20" century: that it would be an opportunity to
gain some semblance of equality.
The Civil Rights Act and the Last Days of Rural Black High Schools

Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlined that students could not be denied entry into
schools with regard to race, color, religion, or national origin. Rural school districts enacted “freedom-of-
choice” plans in compliance with the act. The common result of freedom-of-choice was that a few black
students would choose to enter white schools while no white students chose to attend majority black
schools. The common result was token integration, the scenario that the court ruled to be injurious to the
African American community in Stell v. Savannah-Chatham (1964).
Coinciding with “freedom-of-choice,” some rural districts began to adopt school names that were not
racially identifiable. Two schools, Butler-Baker in Eatonton and D.F. Douglass in Montezuma, dropped
the respective names of Eatonton Colored School and Macon County Training School as early as the mid-
1950s (GHSBP, n.d.). In Washington, Georgia, the black high school’s name had been changed from
Wilkes County Training School to Washington Central School when the black citizens deemed the
distinction of a training school to be derogatory (Mason, 1999). With the exception of Wilkes County, it
was not clear of the reasoning for name changes. McDuffie County Training School became R.L. Norris
School in 1963, and Westside-Lincolnton was renamed from Lincoln County Training School in 1966
(GHSFHA, n.d.). The name change trend would reach Monticello in 1968 when Jasper County Training
School became Washington Park Elementary-High School in 1968. The name change was monumental
as the school’s name denoted the community that had been the site of the city’s first public school for
black students. High schools in Crawford, Fayette, Oglethorpe, and Houston Counties retained the name
of training schools through mass desegregation in 1970 (GHSBP, n.d.).

Days would be numbered for the newly named black schools as the movement toward integration
came in full force. Though the Brown v. Board rulings set the foundation of questioning the

constitutionality of segregated schools, Green v. County School Board of New Kent (1968) was actually



the catalyst for desegregation of rural school districts. The decision in Green v. County School Board
held that freedom-of-choice was inadequate for achieving desegregation, and segregated schools were
economic burdens for rural school districts. In the three years of the freedom-of-choice program in New
Kent County, Virginia, 115 black students had started attending white schools while no white students
opted to attend the consolidated black schools. Additionally, buses for black and white schools travelled
overlapping routes, and students often travelled farther from home to attend a segregated school.

A year later in 1969, United States District Court for the Northern District of Georgia
filed a lawsuit against 81 Georgia school districts that included Jasper, Jones, Putnam, Morgan,
Butts, Monroe, and Walton counties. United States v. State of Georgia (1969) held that federal
funds would be withheld from districts that did not make an effort to desegregate its schools.
Each district would desegregate its schools by the 1970-71 school year, a quick turnaround as the
case was filed in December of 1969. The irony of rural desegregation was that equalization
schools had been built in the mid-1950s to prevent black and white students from attending
schools together actually aided in integration by 1970. Georgia’s equalization movement made
integration more feasible because most black schools were relatively new. Jasper County had an
updated black consolidated school in Washington Elementary-High School due to the
aforementioned movement for equalization schools. In these cases, these schools could be
“integrated” into a new, unitary school system.

Loss of Culture and Cultural Retentions at Monticello High School
Process of Integration

Integration did not often equate with consolidation at of black and white high schools.

The usual process of integration was mass groups of African American students leaving formerly

all-black high schools entering predominantly white high schools. Former principal of E.E.



Butler High School Ulysses Byars questioned integration in Gainesville, Georgia with the
following statement in an interview with Winfred Pitts (2003):
When you put the Tigers and Elephants together, you ought
not come out with a damn elephant. You ought to come out with
something else.... That violates the rules of genetics. (p. 143).

Byars’ satirical quote touched a larger issue with integration that held true in Gainesville and
smaller Georgia cities such as Monticello. Residential segregation was not as marked in less populous
cities, a fact that made it much easier send African American high school students to previously white
high schools and convert black high schools to junior high or elementary schools. Those African
American students, many of whom were student-athletes or participants in other extracurricular activities
left those mascots and school cultures behind when they entered new schools after integration.

Extracurricular activities played a prominent role in the story of desegregation as they were sites
for cultural transmission. Pitts (2003) highlighted the loss of culture as extending to Butler High School’s
yearbook, student newspaper, and pep rallies led by cheerleaders. Cheerleading was of particular
controversy since African American cheerleaders were not allowed to participate on the cheerleading
squads at Gainesville High School during the first year of integration, the 1960-70 academic year. In the
spring of 1970, students had a runoff election for the final of 18 spots on the team. Deeming the election
was futile at a majority white school, African American students staged a walkout.

Jasper County Training and Washington Park Sports Legacy

Monticello, Georgia, located in Georgia’s Black Belt, had starkly different racial demographics
from Gainesville. According to the 1970 U.S. Census, Jasper County was 49.01 percent African
American while the figure was approximately 10 percent in Hall County. The principal city of Jasper
County, Monticello, was 52 percent black and the outlying community of Shady Dale was 57 percent
black (Georgia DCA, 2007). Even with a more significant African American population, Monticello’s

black high school met the same fate as E.E. Butler High School. Though the Washington Park School



would still be in use as an elementary school, the culture of varsity athletics would be lost and only

retained by memory. The former Washington Park Indians would become Monticello Purple
Hurricanes by the fall of 1970. Basketball players moved from the Washington Park
Gymnatorium to Wilburn Gymnasium, and football players left Sanders Stadium for a new home
stadium, Rose Bowl Field. Young children who had grown up wanting to twirl batons in the
marching band, lead cheers at pep rallies, put on black and gold football helmets, or play varsity
basketball at the gymnatorium would not get a chance to do such.

Objectively, Monticello High School had a longer sports legacy than J.C.T.S/Washington
Park High School, but even that has to be examined with a critical eye. Monticello
Academy/High School, built in 1890, was established 30 years prior to Jasper County Training
School (Thomas Persons Hall, n.d.). If the development of black public schools trailed white
schools by 30 years in Jasper County, then sports behind lagged behind another two decades.
The Monticello Purple Hurricanes played their inaugural season of football in 1926; Jasper
County Training School played two recorded football games in 1932 and did not play again until
1960 (GHSFHA, n.d.). By that time, Monticello had won back-to-back state football
championships in 1955 and 1956 (GHSFHA, n.d.). Speaking to the relative inequality of the
time, girls’ and boys’ basketball teams at Jasper County Training School were still playing their
home games on a dirt court until the winter of 1956.

According to the 1956 Redskin, the official yearbook of Jasper County Training School,
basketball was the only organized sport. The 1955-56 school year was also the last year that
students attended the original school plant on Mason Street. The girls’ and boys’ teams finished
with records of 3-4 and 5-2, respectively. The girls posted two wins over Cousins High in
Covington and also defeated Madison’s Pearl High. The boys’ team was particularly impressive,

notching blowout wins of 25 points or more over Cousins, Pearl, and Butler-Baker. The boys’



only losses occurred in their last two games, an 11-point loss to Cousins and a four-point loss to
Califf High School. They had beaten Cousins 67-41 in their second game of the season, and
Califf, who beat them 52-48, was a non-district opponent. No classification or district alignment
information was available for the 1955-56 school year, but by the 1959-60 season, J.C.T.S. was
playing in Class A, District IV. District VI also included Butler-Baker, Pearl, Cousins, Wilkes
County Training School, McDuftie County Training School, L.S. Ingraham in Sparta, Fair Street
in Gainesville, and Blackwell Memorial School in Elberton. It was not documented in the
yearbook whether they played in the state tournament, and state tournament records were limited
to the listings of girls’ and boys’ state champions (GHSBP, n.d.).

Football was revived at the new Jasper County Training School in 1960 with Lex Sanders
Stadium as the team’s home field. The 1960 Indians finished the season 0-3, losing to the
Hubbard Tigers of Forsyth and Hancock Central twice. Even after J.C.T.S. established a football
team that year, complete records only existed for the 1965, 1966, and 1969 seasons. In those
respective seasons, they posted winning records of 4-1-1, 6-2, and 4-3. In 1965, their only loss
was to the eventual district champion, R.L. Norris High School in Thomson (Georgia High
School Football Historians Association, n.d.). In 1966, they lost to Carver High in Monroe and
Bruce Street High (GHSFHA, n.d.). Carver, a team J.C.T.S. had beaten in 1965, would go on to
win the district championship three years in a row with a state championship in 1968 (GHSFHA,
n.d.). In their final season of play in 1969, two of their losses came to the co-district champions,
Washington Central and R. L. Norris (GHSFHA, n.d.). Another loss came to F. B. Henderson in
Jackson, a non-region opponent. During that same season, they posted blowout wins over
Westside-Lincolnton and Corry in Greensboro. Westside-Lincolnton, who they defeated 34-6,

would eventually consolidated with Lincolnton High School during integration to form the



powerhouse Lincoln County. During the same period, Monticello Hurricanes football team
amassed six region championships, including runs as state runner-ups in 1965 and 1966.
Compared to Monticello, the J.C.T.S./Washington Park football teams were impressive, but
never won any major championships.

Cultural Retentions at Monticello High School

In the years following integration, basketball would become the dominant sport at the
integrated Monticello High School as both boys’ and girls’ teams led the Hurricanes to the
playoffs for the first time in the school’s history (GHSBP, n.d.). The racial demographics of the
teams must be noted as each team was majority black or nearly all-black. In fact, the most
successful boys’ team was 92 percent black, and the winningest girls’ team was all-black
(Monticello High School, 1977; Stewart, 2012). Moreover, the head coach of the 1975 boys’
state championship had also been the varsity basketball coach at J.C.T.S./Washington Park from
1956 until 1970. The Lady Canes reached the playoffs in 1975, 1976, 1977, and 1979. They
were defeated in the first round in both 1975 and 1976, but reached with Final Four in 1977
where they lost to eventual state champion Miller County by seven points (GHSA, 1976; GHSA,
1977; GHSA, 1978). They ended the decade with another close loss to Miller County in the
second round, who would go on to win another state championship (GHSA, 1980). The boys’
team was defeated by Hogansville in the second round of the 1972 playoffs, missed the
championship in 1973 by two points to Bacon County in 1973, and lost by five points to
Waynesboro in 1974 (GHSA, 1974; GHSA, 1975). By 1975, they would finally attain the state
championship that had previously eluded them with a win over Montgomery County (GHSA,
1976). The 1976 squad lost by two points to Lyons in the first round, and the 1979 season also

saw a close loss when they lost by three points to Metter (GHSA, 1980).



Much like the J.C.T.S./Washington Park football teams of the 1960s, Monticello
Hurricane football teams of the 1970s would be essentially one win away from a region crown in
each of its winning seasons. In 1970, their only region loss was to Toccoa (GHSFHA, n.d.).
Toccoa would go on to be region-runner up in an 8-7 loss to Rabun County, a team Monticello
had defeated earlier in the season. In 1971, their only region loss would be to Oconee County,
who would go on to defeat Duluth for the region championship (GHSFHA, n.d.). In 1978, they
again had only one region loss, this time to Warren County, a team that would also go on to win
the region championship (GHSFHA, n.d.).

Despite not attaining substantial team honors, the Monticello Purple Hurricanes did have
their share of individual all-state selections. Though the awards paled in comparison to the
accomplishments of players from the peak of the program’s success in the 1950s and 1960s,
Monticello would not again produce as many all-state players in one decade until the 1990s. All-
state players from 1970 through 1979 included Doug Huff (1970), Joe Hipp (1971), Glenn Carter
(1972), Ulysses Norris (1974), Quintin Standifer (1977), Sherry Dudley (1978), Teddy Sauls
(1978), and Steve Battle (1978) with Huff, Carter, Norris, Standifer, and Sauls receiving first-
team recognition (GHSFHA, n.d.). Of the eight players who were all-state selections at
Monticello High School, six of them were black players who had started school in the
J.C.T.S./Washington Park system and two of them, Hipp and Carter, started their high school

playing careers as Washington Park Indians.
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