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North Alabama, Marshall County, near Guntersville 

Schoolgirl’s diary, Washington, September 1869—February 1860, 19-90 

Reports on her lessons, various rules, religion,  

John Brown, Harpers Ferry, 37, 45 

Abolitionists, execution of John Brown, 50 

John H. Reagan, speech on fugitive slave law, 57 

Pemberton Mill collapse, Lawrence, Massachusetts, 60 

Stockton preaching, chaplain of House, 75 

Senator Doolittle, 75-76 

Supreme Court, 76-77 

Japanese embassy, 83-84 

Buchanan, Harriet Lane, 84 

Mount Vernon, tomb of Washington, 88-89 

Lookout Mountain, 90 

Alabama, 91ff 

Presidential election, Breckinridge, 91 

Women take interest in politics, 91-92 

Stephen A. Douglas in Huntsville, 92 

Lincoln elected, secession, 92ff 

William L. Yancey, 93 

Alabama secession, 93-94 

Montgomery convention, Confederate States, 94 

Fort Sumter, 95 

Virginia secession, 95 

Military company organized in Guntersville, 95 

Fort Pickens, 95-96 

Baltimore riot, 96-97 

Congress, rumor of Davis resignation, 96 

Barbecue for the volunteers, 97 

Arkansas secession, 98 

Possible European recognition, 98 

North Carolina and Tennessee secession, 98 

God with the Confederacy, 98 

Departure of troops, 99 

Alexandria, Virginia, 99 

Phillipi, 99 

Big Bethel, 99-100 

Expects hard fighting, 100 

Missouri, 100 

July 4, 100 

Lincoln message, troops and money, 101 

Battle of Carthage, 101 

Rich Mountain, death of Garnett, 101 
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Beauregard, Johnston, Bull Run, 101-102 

Wilson’s Creek, Lyon, McCullough, Hardee, 102 

Department of troops, women and flag presentation, 102 

Fears trouble in Kentucky, 102-3 

Missouri secession, represented in Confederate Congress, 103 

Columbus, Kentucky, Cheatham, 103 

Port Royal, 103 

Fasting, humiliation, and prayer, providence and victory, Confederate has joined family of 

nations, 103-4 

Scott, McClellan, Halleck, 104 

Fort Pickens, 104-5 

Unionists vs. Confederate in East Tennessee, 105 

Trent affair, Mason and Slidell, recognition, short war, 105-7 

Rowlett’s Station, Terry’s Texas Rangers, 105-6 

Cheat Mountain, Milroy, 106 

Dranesville, 107 

Mill Springs, Zollicoffer, 108-9 

Deaths in army in Virginia, 108 

Fighting at Prestonburg, Kentucky, 108 

Stonewall Jackson, Romney, 109 

Death of John Tyler, 109 

Gloom for Confederacy, England has turned against the South, 109 

Gunboats, Tuscumbia, Florence, 109 

Fort Donelson, evacuation of Nashville, public dissatisfaction, 110 

Roanoke Island, 110 

Hampton Roads, Monitor and Merrimac, 111 

Pea Ridge, Price, McCullough, 111 

Confederate army retreated from Manassas, 111 

People in Tennessee burning cotton, 111 

Union occupation of Huntsville, 111 

Corinth, Shiloh, Albert Sidney Johnston, 111-12 

Huntsville refugees, 112 

Yankees mistreat blacks in Huntsville, 112 

Yankees and Guntersville, 112-13 

Rumors, unreliable news, 113 

Corinth, 113 

Skirmishes at Camden and Bridgeport, 113-14 

Yankee behavior in Huntsville, 114 

Fall of New Orleans, 114 

Fighting at Plain Rock River, prisoners, 114-15 

Island No. 10, 115 

Corinth, 115 

Staunton, Virginia, 115 

Peninsula campaign, 115ff 

Yorktown evacuated, 115 

Confederate bonds, 116 
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Williamsburg battle, 116 

Homespun, 116 

Jackson, Front Royal, 117 

Federals burning in Jackson county, General Mitchel, 117 

Butler’s woman order, 117 

Men fire on Yankee boat, 118 

Corinth, Beauregard, Halleck, 118 

Yankees arrived, 118-19 

Victory at Chattanooga, 119 

Death of Turner Ashby, 119 

Federal deserters in Huntsville, 119-20 

Yankees burning cotton, making women take the oath, 120 

Losses in Seven Days, 120 

Rumor of French recognition, 120 

Exchange of prisoner relative, 121 

Man killed in local skirmish, 121 

Buell, oath, 121 

Seven Day, McClellan, Lee, burial of the dead, Wilcox’s brigade, 9th Alabama, 122-23 

Holly Springs, 122 

Wounded relative, 123 

Bragg’s Kentucky campaign, Morgan, 123 

Fight in Madison County, McCook, 123, 125 

Ram Arkansas, Breckinridge, Baton Rouge, 123-24 

Shelling of Guntersville, death of a woman, 124 

Federals have left Huntsville, took several hundred blacks with them, 125 

Jackson, Second Bull Run, 125-27 

Talk of raising the black flag, 125 

Morgan, Forrest, Gallatin, Tennessee, 125-26 

Fighting at Stevenson and Bridgeport, 126 

Antietam, 127 

Fasting, humiliation, and prayer, 127 

Yankee view of Pope, McDowell, and McClellan, 127 

Scott’s cavalry, Frankfort, Kentucky, 128 

Confidence in Confederacy, people in occupied territory rushing to arms, 128 

Jackson and Harpers Ferry, 129 

Price, Van Dorn, Corinth, 129 

Antietam, Stuart, 129 

Bragg, Perryville, 129-30 

Salt, 130 

Reviews battles fought between Antietam and spring 1863, 131 

Charleston, 132 

Forrest and Union raiders, 132 

Scarcity and prices, 132 

Chancellorsville, Van Dorn, Winchester, 132-33 

Vicksburg, Port Hudson, Jackson, 133 

Huntsville, refugees, 133 



4 

 

Vicksburg, Pemberton, low morale, Port Hudson, 133-34 

Gettysburg, 134 

Rumor of Lee burning Washington, 134 

Yankees left Huntsville, people there think North will win, 134-35 

Cousin killed at Port Hudson, 135 

Yankees in Huntsville, Bushwhackers, 135 

Morgan captured, 135 

Fasting, humiliation, and prayer, 136 

Yankees at the river, firing, Confederate troops here, 136 

Yankees advancing on Gadsden, 137 

Death of baby, 137 

Chickamauga, 137-38 

Wheeler’s cavalry, damage, 138-39 

Christmas, 139 

Yankees tried to hang a couple men, 139 

Slaves and Yankees, 140 

Missionary Ridge, 159 

Yankees firing across river, at fleeing blacks, 160 

Yankees in the neighborhood, 160 

Longstreet and Burnside in East Tennessee, 160 

Yankees and gunboats, Yankee actions in neighborhood, two brothers captured, 161-69 

Clanton’s Cavalry, 165ff 

Rumor that brother had been shot by an Alabama Tory, 170 

Sherman, but no papers to get the news, 170 

General Lyons, Confederate along the river, 171 

Suffering, 172 

Blair, Stephens, Washington, possible peace, 172 

Relatives at Johnson’s Island, Camp Douglas, 172 

Prisoners coming in each day, 173 

Reports of surrenders of Johnston and Richard Taylor, 173 

Lincoln assassination, killing of Booth, 173, 175 

Rumors of French, Spanish, and Russian recognition, 174 

Submission now necessary, 174 

Meeting of Yankees and blacks, slavery gone, glad of it, 174-75 

Confederate prisoners, oath, Trans-Mississippi, 175 

Capture of Jefferson Davis, 175 

Kirby Smith surrender, 176 

Prisoners home, 176 

Making uniforms for volunteers, flag presentation, woman’s speech, 193-95 

Willie Fennell Civil War Diary, 197ff 

Memoirs of Caius Grattan Fennell, 205ff 

His friends were young slaves, 205 

Excitement caused by Lincoln’s election, 205 

Volunteers, 205-6 

Gunboats, irregular cavalry, 207 

Freedom of slaves, 208 
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Northern teachers, 208-9 

Black troops, garrison, 209 

Wounded soldier comes to house, 210 

1863 troops fire at blacks fieldhands, 211 

General Lyons, Deposit ferry, General Palmer and the Federals, 211-13 

Brothers in northern prisons, 213-14 

Postwar life, 214-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


