Bartelson, Frederick A. Letters from Libby Prison. Edited by Margaret W. Peele. New York:
Greenwich Book Publishers, 1956.

Colonel, 100th Illinois Infantry

Opportunities of prison life, 15

Prisoner escape, 16-19

Punishment for insulting a guard, 17-18

Letters, 20

Escaped prisoner captured, 21

Rumor of prisoner exchange, 21

Prison food, 21

Breckinridge, Butler, prisoner exchange, black troops, paroles, 21-31
Suffering of prisoner, retaliation, 26-27

Rations, food for prisoners, 26

Artillery, 31

Bad shooting, little target practice in the army, 31-32
Rumor of exchange, 32

Cannot trust the appearance of faces, 32-33

Boxes, 33

Need for gradual reform, and no imposition of opinion, 33-34
Large escape of prisoners, 34ff

Boxes, 35-36

Family affections in America and Europe, 36
Discipline and manners, impact of the war, 37

Butler and prisoner exchange, 41-42

Letters, 42

Sabbath and battles, 43

Fort Donelson, 43-44

United States and European nations, Russia, 44-45
Food, Catholic priest, 45

Louis Wigfall, 47

Boxes, 47

Confederate cause, God, religion, slavery, 48-49
Boxes, 49

Deserters, 49-50

Prison roll call, 51

South Bishop Lynch, sermon, 52

Searching prisoners for weapons, 52-53

Low character of politics, especially in cities, 53-54
Miscegenation, 54

Escape of prisoners, 56-57

Box, 57

Augusta, 58

Music, 60

Little difference between Union and Confederate soldiers, 60-61
Longstreet, Bragg, western Confederate troops versus eastern Confederate troops, 65



Atlanta, 65-66

Chaplain, sermons, recreation, Bishop of Richmond, 69
Hospitals, 70

Differential treatment of prisoners, 70-71

Boxes, 71

Falsehoods in newspapers, 74-75

Dahlgren’s raid on Richmond, 76-78

Rumor of prisoner exchange, 78-79

Washington, 80ff

Brutal treatment of prisoners, eating a dog, 82-83
July 4 in Libby Prison, 84-88

Death and funeral of Bartelson, 89-95



