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INTRODUCTION

Ona of the Islands discovered by Columbus on his first
voyage to the New World in lh92 was Cuba. In 1511 Diego de
Velasquez began the colonization of Cuba for Spain. Accompany­
ing Velasquez as a representative of the Roman Catholic Church
was Bartoloma de las Casas, who began a crusade to save the
Indians after seeing their suffering in the Spanish conquest* * 2

Thus Spain made Cuba one of her New World colonies and a field
for her Roman Catholic religion. Spain controlled Cuba until
the Spanish American War ended in 18?8. The Roman Catholics,
however, did not maintain a monopoly on religion. The revised
Spanish Constitution of 188h granted freedom of worship in Cuba.
Nevertheless, this freedom of worship was not complete, for an
official interpretation of the article on religious liberty
gave the governmental and civic officers as well as the Roman
clergy powers by which it became easy to hinder and harass
those who tried to take advantage of this new legislation.
Because of this interpretation, application of the law guaran­
teeing religious freedom was difficult. Protestant missionaries

^Alfred Barnaby Thomas, Latin America, A History (New
fork, 1956), p. 35* --------

2Ibid., pp. 50-51.
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found themselves subject to irritating restrictions and objects
of suspicion and distrust* ’

Native Cubans began Protestant work in Cuba prior to the
Constitution of 188h*  After 188h they could be more open with
their work and missionaries could come in to aid them*  Thus
most of the major Protestant denominations in the United States
began work in Cuba before she received her independence from

Spain*
Methodist work in Cuba dates back to beginnings among

Cubans in Florida*  In 1881 the Rev*  Henry B*  Someillan, pastor

of the Cuban Methodist Church in Key West, visited Cuba upon
invitation from a group of young people there*̂  His visit

resulted in sending the Rev*  Aurelio Silvera as a missionary
in I88I4. Silvera developed considerable interest, conducting
his work in a room of the Saratoga Hotel in Havana*  By 1890
the Methodists had day schools and Sunday school work*- ’

Evaristo Collazo, a Cuban layman, was the founder of
Presbyterian work in Cuba*  It is believed Collazo received
his first impressions of the Presbyterian Church in Tampa or
some other place in southern Florida*  With a deep conviction
and a great deal of knowledge of both the Scriptures and Church,
Collazo began to preach and teach in Cuba in 1884*  Collazo wrote

' ’George Lester, "Cuba Under Spain and Under the United
States,” Missionary Review of the World, XEH (March, 1900), 200.

^Barbara H*  Lewis (ed*)>  Methodist Overseas Missions
(New York, I960), pp.,309-311.

5James Cannon, III, History of Southern Methodists
(Nashville, 1926), p*  221j.
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a letter to the Presbyterian Church U*  S., i.e», the Southern

Presbyterian Church, in 1890 requesting this denomination to

come and observe the work being done and see if they could

give aid*  The letter stated that there were three places in

Cuba where the Lord was worshipped according to the usages or

practices of the Presbyterian Church, with about 118 taking

part in these services*  Collazo also pointed out that ha had

in his house a young ladies' school under the direction of his

wife, numbering twenty-six pupils, most of whom were daughters

of their Presbyterian brethren*  The tuition in this school

was entirely free*  Collazo had to support his wife and mother

and could not give as much time as he desired to working with
the mission*®

At about this time the Bev*  H« B*  Pratt, a Presbyterian

missionary in Mexico, requested that the Board of Foreign

Missions of the Presbyterian Church U*  S*  initiate work in

Cuba*  The reason for Pratt's request arose from a conversa­

tion with a Cuban general stationed at the Mexican capital*

This general remarked that the people of Cuba—especially

the more intelligent classes—would welcome evangelistic work*

Pratt suggested that one of the missionaries in Mexico go to
Cuba to study the situation* 7

As a result of these two requests the Rev*  A*  T*

Graybill, founder of Presbyterian work in Mexico, went to

^Edward A*  Odell, It Came to Pass (New York, 19f>2),
pp. 79-80.

7Ibid*,  pp*  80-81*
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Cuba on June h, 1890. On his arrival in Havana, Mr. Collazo

and his group received him cordially. Graybill reported that
Collazo had three congregations but had abandoned one tempor­
arily because of smallpox. One of the congregations met in
Collazo's house in the central part of Havana and had one hun­
dred persons present. Mr. Graybill felt there was important
work to be done here. In a later letter Graybill described

the work further. He had received twenty-three members on pro­
fession of faith since he began working with Collazo. Graybill

felt material was already there for elders and deacons. The

Presbyterians held preaching almost every night with three ser­
vices on Sunday in three different locations. During his stay,
Rev. Graybill gave Collazo instruction in theology, church his­

tory, and sacraments. Graybill declared that Collazo had studied

his Bible and was a forceful speaker. Collazo was able to
instruct his people, who loved him and accepted him as pastor.
He supported himself by working in a cigar factory at a salary
of one to two dollars a day.8

While Rev. Graybill was in Cuba he brought into an

organized church the group Mr. Collazo had inspired by his
preaching and teaching. At the same time Graybill ordained
Collazo as a missionary of the Presbyterian church.°

In January, 1891, the Rev. John Gillespie Hall arrived

in Cuba to cooperate with Mr. Collazo and continue the work done

8Ibid., p. 81.
^Ibid., p. 82.
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by Graybill*  At this time the Presbyterian Board of Missions
voted to support Mr. Collazo from missionary funds in order
that he might devote his full time to missionary work*  Collazo
and Hall organized work in Santa Clara, Sagua la Grande, Cama-
juani, and Caibarien*  The work brought a warm response*-^

In 18?h the third North American Presbyterian missionary

arrived in Cuba, Rev. H*  B. Pratt who had earlier written to the
Board of Missions about Cuba from Mexico*  Rev*  Pratt worked in
Santa Clara but his work there was brief, for the missionaries
had to leave when the War of Independence started*  Mr*  Collazo
volunteered for service in the army of liberation and served
until tiie end of the war in 18?8*̂*

Episcopal work in Cuba began while Spain was still in
control*  Jose R*  Pena, an Episcopal layman, carried on services
in Havana throughout the entire War of Independence * * in I89I4

another group, the Jamaican Baptist Missionary Society, was
carrying on work in Cienfuegos, Cuba*̂

The main Protestant group doing work in Cuba before
1898 was the Southern Baptist Convention*  It is the purpose
of this thesis to give a history of early Baptist work in Cuba*

10Ibid*
^•Ibid*,  p*  83*

■^"Christian Missions in our New Possessions," Missionary
Review of the World, XXIII (March, 1900), 206-207*

13 J. T*  Gracey, "Cuba,*  Missionary Review of the World,
XVII (March, 18?U), 218.



CHAPTER I
BACKGROUND AND INITIATION OF THE CUBAN MISSION WORK, TO 1888

In 18?U the Fales family of Cuba came to the United

States and settled at Biloxi, Mississippi. Marie Aneta and
Adela Fales attended a Baptist Sunday school and worship ser­
vices with their mother. The children learned to speak and
read English. Airing their second year of residence at Biloxi,

the mother and older daughter, Marie Aneta, joined the Baptist
church and were baptized. Adela asked to join the church at
the same time and be baptized with her mother and sister, but

the membership considered her too young, being only seven years
old.^

The Fales Family remained in Biloxi two years and then
returned to Cuba when Adela was nine years old. Adela regret­
fully left behind the Sundqy school she had enjoyed, bub carried
her New Testament and copies of the Sunday school literature,
"Kind Words," with her to Cuba. She read to her Cuban play­
mates from the Baptist literature and told them of the Sunday
school she had attended and how happy she had been there. Often
Adela begged her parents to return to the United States, so

•^H. M. King, "Origin of the Cuban Work," Our Home Field,
I (March, 1889), p. 6.

6
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she could again attend Sunday school and secure more copies of
"Kind Words.

After living in Cuba seven years, the Fales family did

return to the United States and settled in Key West, Florida.
Adela immediately began searching for a Sunday school, supposing
that all Sunday schools in the United States were like the one
she had attended. She found a Sunday school in the Episcopal

church with New Testaments, but lacking the publication, "Kind

Words.” She did join this school and went to work in the class
in which they placed her.^

The Baptist church in Key West had been closed and was

without a pastor. Soon after the Fales family moved there, Rev.

W. F. Wood went to Key West as Baptist missionary pastor and

began an afternoon Sunday school. When Mr. Wood began distribut­

ing copies of ttKind Words” at one of these afternoon sessions,
a Cuban girl in the back of the room sprang to her feet and with

joy in her face kissed the paper and wept over it. Mr. Wood's

interested inquiries brought out the whole story of her child­

hood teaching, her love for the Bible and the paper that had
meant much to her young life.^ The church received Adela for

baptism, and her mother and sister brought their letters.^

2Ibid»
3Ibid.
^Una Roberts Lawrence, Cuba for Christ (Atlanta. 1926).

p. 11j3*
-’King, loc. cit., p. 6.
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The impression this young Cuban girl made upon Mr*  Wood grew
even deeper when in a cemetery he found engraved upon the tomb­
stone of a Methodist minister these words, "Don’t give up Cuba."”

When the Florida Baptist Convention met in Orlando in
late 1884, Mr. Wood brought to it a resolution calling for action
in sending the Gospel to Cuba. The Convention instructed its
Board of Missions to employ Adela Fales as teacher and interpreter

for Mr. Wood in his work among Cubans in Key West. Wood began
the work at once, preaching to the Cubans with Adela interpret­
ing for him.? There were nearly five thousand Cubans in Key
West,® about one-third of the total population.? This was the
beginning of what became known as the "Baby Mission."^

By March of 1885 Mr. Wood and Adela Fales had organized

a Cuban Baptist Sunday school, a Cuban Baptist Aid Society, and

a Cuban Baptist Choir. Miss Fales visited the poor, the sick

and others who were willing to receive her. She read from the
Bible and gave them canfort and encouragement as well as material

aid. Each afternoon from one to four o'clock she would teach the

^Lawrence, op. cit., p. 11|4.

'King, loc. cit., p. 6.
®"Fortieth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"

Appendix A, Proceedings, Thirtieth Session, Fortieth Year, of
the Southern Baptist Convention (Atlanta. Georgia, 1885), p. x.
Hereinafter cited as Proceedings, followed by the year.

?King, loc. cit., p. 6.
■^Lawrence, op. cit., p. 144.
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poorer Cuban children in a rented school room*  On Sunday nights
after the regular church service Miss Fales would read a trans­
lation of Mr*  Wood’s sermon to the Cuban congregation*  The main
problem at the time was a lack of funds to support the work but
the expenses were not great*  The Baptists rented a room for the
school and society purposes and furnished it with lamps and seats*
The American Baptist Publication Society of Philadelphia had fur­
nished the “Baby Mission" tracts, hymnbooks, and New Testaments*̂*

In July, 1885, Wood reported that the mission had sixteen members,
12eleven men and five women*

Some converts of the "Baby Mission" moved back to Cuba
and wanted Wood to come and establish a mission there*  £ngel

Godenas, a convert at Key West, had been licensed by that church
on June 10, 1885, and had gone to Cuba to preach, distribute
Bibles and do colporteur work*  1

The converts in Cuba sent back letters telling of a man
named D^az who was preaching Baptist doctrines in Havana*  The

priests could not stop him, and many people were believing in

his teaching*  Wood sent a member of the Key West church to

■^Letter, William F*  Wood, Key West, March 2h» 1885,
Christian Index, LXIII (April 9, 1885), p*  3*

l^Wbod to I*  T*  Tichenor, Key West, July 22, 1885,
Christian Index, LXIII (August 6, 1885), p*  5»

^Excerpt from letter of Wood in report by Tichenor,
Christian Index, LXIII (July 9, 1885), p. 5*

■^Letter, Wood, Key West, August 16, 1886, Christian
Index, LUV (September 2, 1886), p*  2*
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learn the facts*  This messenger reported that he found the man
Diaz on Sunday morning preaching to a large congregation, and

that he preached Baptist doctrines. These facts were reported
to the Florida State Board of Missions. At its meeting in July,
1885, this Board borrowed one hundred dollars from one of its

members, and instructed Wood to go to Havana and confer with and
encourage the lone missionary. Ke made the trip to Cuba in
September .1-*

Mr. Wood met Alberto J. Diaz in Cuba. Diaz was born in

1853 at the city of Guanabacoa near Havana. His father was a

druggist and supported Diaz during twelve years*  study at the

Institute and University of Havana*  from whose medical depart**

ment he graduated at the age of eighteen. Soon after his gradu­
ation, Diaz joined his fellow Cubans in their fight for indepen­

dence from Spain in the Ten Year's War, which lasted from 1868

to 1878. He became a captain in the Cuban army. In fighting
near the coast, Diaz and some of his men were surrounded by

Spanish soldiers. Under cover of darkness, he and three com­
panions pushed out to sea holding to a large plank and having
hopes that they would be able to return to shore in more friendly

territory. The Gulf Stream, however, carried them further out

instead of letting them swim back to shore. After twenty-four
hours in the water a steamship bound for the United States
picked them up and landed them in New York where Diaz found

l^King, loc. cit.
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lodging in a boarding-house in the Spanish quarter.^-

Diaz joined some Cuban exiles who were working in one
of the cigar factories, and for a time acted as "reader" while
they worked*  Later he entered a Mew fork medical college for
further study in his profession, especially in the treatment of

the eye and ear*  Not being accustomed to the cold climate,
Diaz was soon stricken with pneumonia*  during his illness a

Christian woman, Miss Alice Tucker, came to see him and read

from her Bible and prayed*  Diaz became interested and obtained
a New Testament in Spanish from the American Bible Society*

Because of his interest in diseases of the eye, the story of

Jesus' healing Blind Bartimeus drew his particular attention*
While studying it, he was converted*̂?  Diaz was twenty-five

years old at the time of his conversion*̂ ”

On February 10, 1878, the Treaty of El Zanj6n ended the
Ten Tear's War, granting a general amnesty to the Cubans*  ?

When the amnesty was proclaimed, Diaz returned to Cuba with

his New Testament*  He met bitter opposition from his family

^"W. M. S*  Cuban Catechism," Christian Index, LXVTII
(January 1$,' 1891), p* Diaz's autobiography as he told it at
the Southern Baptist Convention, Montgomery, Alabama, May, 1886*

^J*  William Jones, "Sketch of Rev. A*  J*  Diaz, 'The
Apostle of Cuba'," The Seminary Magazine, IX (April, 1896), 3f>0*

^"Biography of Diaz," Christian Index, LXVI (December
19, 1889), P*  6*  From a report given by Diaz at the North Caro­
lina state convention*

^Thomas, op* cit*,  p*
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who looked upon him as a heretic*̂  Diaz talked to some of the

doctors and his friends about his religion and a few of them
accepted his religious teaching*?^  He did some effective work

among the students of the University of Havana, and gathered a
company in the parlor of the Passage Hotel where he read from
the Bible and expounded the way of salvation*  * Diaz soon had

one hundred to 150 who met with him regularly*  Becoming alarmed

over this, the priests began to persecute him by telling the
people he was a heretic, a Jew, and a Protestant and that if

Diaz put his hands cm them they would die. This ended Diaz's
career as a doctor and stopped his source of income so he de­
cided to return to New York.

Another crisis in the affairs of Cuba sent the entire
Diaz fanily to New York to better their condition*  There
Alberto and his older sister attended the Willoughby Avenue
Baptist Church*  Alberto attracted the attention of the pastor,
Dr*  R*  B*  Montgomery, and received instruction in Bible doc­
trine and interpretation*̂  In October of 1882, Dr*  Montgomery

baptized Miss Minnie Diaz, Alberto's older sister, and on

onJones, loc* cit*
^•Alberto J*  Diaz, "The Cuban Mission," Missionary Review

of the World, XV (March, 18?2), 188-18?.
22jones, loc* cit*
^Alberto J*  Diaz, "The Cuban Mission," Missionary Review

of the World, XV (March, 1892), 188-189*
^Lawrence, op* cit*,  p*  Uj6.
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November 26 he baptized Alberto J. Diaz.25 During this time in

New York, Diaz was naturalized, and obtained American citizen­

ship which was of much value to him in his work in Cuba*

Diaz desired to return to Cuba to preach and gladly
accepted the offer of the American Bible Society to serve as their
colporteur in Cuba*  He returned to Cuba in the spring of 1883,

supported by a society of Christian women in Philadelphia, who

had been for some time looking for a suitable man*  Among his

early converts was his brother, who also became a colporteur of
the American Bible Society* 27

Things were not easy, for Diaz met opposition from the

beginning*  His boxes of books looked very dangerous to the

Spanish authorities who suspected them of containing dynamite,

and he spent a short time in prison until it was learned that

they were really books*  But these books were anathema to the

Catholic priests, so they watched him, thwarted his plans, and
hampered his work in every way possible*  He again began preach­

ing in a hotel lobby to a small group of men whose interest he
had attracted*  These young men rented a hall at Prado 115 in

order to have regular meetings undisturbed by the curious public*

The minds of the Cuban men were easily attracted by anything

25jjQtter, R. B. Montgomery, Brooklyn, February 23, 1893,
Our Home Field, V (March, 1893), P*  5*

’ 2°I. t. Tichenor, "Cuba,**  Our Home Field, I (August,
1888), p. 2.

27lbid.
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that promised rebellion against the established authority, and

this hall was often crowded with a curious throng caning to hear

the preacher who dared to read from the Bible and denounce the

Catholic Church*  Some of these men accepted the Gospel that was
proclaimed* 2$ This group decided to organize itself into a

church*  Diaz wrote to New Tork for the constitution and by­

laws of a Baptist church but received the reply that the only

guide should be the Naw Testament*  The resulting church was

the one organized on the principles of the New Testament that
29Mr*  Wood found when he came to Cuba*  z

Mr*  Wood wrote the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board

in Atlanta, Georgia, about his findings in Cuba*  He reported

several hundred as being among those who composed unbaptized

organizations banded together for the worship of God*  They

were without anyone to administer ordinances or to properly
organize churches*3®  The Home Mission Board directed its

Corresponding Secretary to forward Wood's letter to the Foreign

Mission Board for their consideration with a request that they

either occupy the field or consent to the Home Board arranging
for its occupancy* 31 The Foreign Mission Board at this time

AO*°Lawrence, op* cit*,  pp*  Ili6-llt7*
29Tichenor, "Cuba,**  Our Home Field, I (August, 1888), p.2
3Q"Forty-First Annual Report of the Home Mission Board, •

Proceedings, 1886, p. ix*
^Minutes, September 10, 1885, Home Mission Board of the

Southern Baptist Convention, Atlanta, Georgia (MS in files of
the Board). Hereinafter cited as Minutes, followed by the date*
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was unable to go into Cuba, but did not consent to the Heme

Mission Board occupying the field until it was able to do so*

The Florida Baptist Convention also appealed to the Foreign

Mission Board, but finding the Foreign Board could not answer

their call at the time, decided to carry out the work until the

Southern Baptist Convention could come to their relief*  The

Florida Baptists were hardly able to support such a work, as

they were depending on the Heme Mission Board for the support of

much of their own work*  Florida Baptists accepted the challenge,

however, and gave sacrificially for the support of the Cuban mis­
sion work*32

The Florida Baptist Convention met in Jacksonville,

Florida, in November, 1885, and instructed its Mission Board to
inaugurate a mission in Cuba*  Accordingly, Alberto DdCaz met at

Key West a council of nine Florida Baptist preachers and two dea­
cons, 33 and was ordained on Sunday, December 13, 1885, in the First

Baptist Church of Key West*3^  Minnie Diaz, the sister of Alberto,

was hired as a missionary to organize a Sunday school and also to

teach a day school*  Alberto and Minnie Diaz thus began work as
missionaries of Southern Baptists in Cuba*̂

^Proceedings, 1886, p*  x*

^King, loc* cit*,  p*  6.

^Letter, Wood,' Key West, December 19, 1885, Christian
Index, LXIV (January 111, 1886), p*  li*

3^King, loc*  cit*,  p*  6*
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Mr. Wood arrived in Havana on Tuesday, January 19, 1886,

to help Diaz organize and carry on the Baptist work in Cuba. On

January 20, the first Baptist baptism took place. Wood described

it in this way:
On Wednesday night, with Brother Alberta £sicj ,

we went to meeting in Havana. At the close of the
service we went by twos, and very quietly wending
our way through the streets, we came to the sea,
and there, by the light of the moon, in an obscure
place, we baptized three believers, the first
fruits unto God of this mission in Havana, Cuba.
Then, scattering as we came, went to our homes.
God's holy name be praised for this beginning.3°

On Thursday night, after the service, two others were baptized

in the same manner.The law in Cuba did not tolerate any act

of worship outside a building, except to the Homan Catholic reli­
gion.^ These baptismals, therefore, had to be carried on in

secret. On Friday night when the Baptist group came near the
water, they found the police. After Alberto Diaz spoke to the

police, they permitted the Baptists to proceed saying, "Gentle­

men could do no wrong." Thus three others were baptized that
night.39 This group of baptized believers was organized into
the first Baptist church of Cuba on January 26, 1886.^®

^Letter, Wood, Havana, January 23, 1886, Christian Index,
DOT (February lb, 1886), p. b.

37 Ibid.

^Letter, Wood, Havana, January 26, 1886, Christian Index,
LKIV (February 25, 1886), p. b. . .

^Letter, Wood, Havana, January 23, 1886, Christian Index,
LHV (February lb, 1886), p. b. .

^0Jones, loc. cit., p. 351.
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Dxaz and Wood proceeded deliberately and quietly desir­

ing not to attract attention*  lest they rouse opposition and

persecution*  Wood described the people's reactions thus:
Brother u£az and myself are objects of much curi­

osity; as we walk the streets, many look at us, and
sometimes point towards us*  As I passed a place this
morning, a young man said to some others that I wasa 'Padre Bautista,' Baptist Father, meaning priest*̂

Following prayer meeting one night in his home in Jesus Del Monte,

Senor Narcisso Yzquierdo took Wood by the hand and said, "Her-
niano [sic] Wood, I loved the American people before, but now

I love them more, because they have sent the gospel to us, the

Evanjelio*Many  others expressed similar feelings*  Wood

praised the Cubans saying, "I find here, spiritually minded
people, and bless God for such a man as Brother Alberta [sic]

J*  Dxaz, who so faithfully warns, exhorts, and admonishes this

people, and with all bun»1 11 ty sets before them a good example*

He further stated that the Baptists in Cuba had "intelligence,

zeal, and spirituality*"  Every night the Baptists engaged in

mission work in some part of the city*  They helped the sick

and poor as far as possible and sought out and taught those in

any way interested in the Gospel*  Wood called them "Bible

Baptists" because of their constant use of the Bible*  The

Baptists taught their children the word of God, the hymns, and

^Letter, Wood, Havana, January 23, 1886, Christian Index,
LHV (February lh, 1886), p*  h*

k2Ibid*

^Ibid.
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to join family worship*  At prayer meeting at Jesus Del Monte,

Wood observed that almost every man read from the scriptures and

prayed*  Sunday schools were used to teach the Bible*  There were

one hundred members in the Sunday school in Havana and thirty mem­

bers in the one at Jesus Del Monte, these being the only two in
Cuba at that time*̂

The Cubans attended the meetings regularly*  Wood reported

sixty present at a prayer meeting in Jesus Del Monte on Tuesday

night and l£0 present in Havana on Thursday night*  On Friday

night at an out mission the "house was full*"  In Havana on Sun­

day sixty were present in Sunday school even though the weather

was bad*  That night 27J? attended despite rain*  Wood described

their worship thus: nIt seems to be a positive pleasure unto

them, a joy and delight to worship God.

Mr*  Wood employed Angel Godenas to work at Jesus Del
Monte, under the guidance and direction of Alberto Diaz*  Minnie

Diaz worked in Havana*  She had forty children in her day school
there* ^7 Jose'R*  O'Halloran, an Irish Cuban Baptist, and his

wife went to Key West upon the request of Wood to preach to the
Cubans there*̂®  By March, Diaz reported he had baptized forty-five

^Letter, Wood, Havana, January 26, 1886, Christian Index,
LHV (February 2£, 1886), p*  h*

^Ibid*

^Letter, Wood, Havana, January 23, 1886, Christian Index,
LHV (February lit, 1886), p*  h*  .

k^Diaz to Wood, Havana, March h, 1886, Christian Index,
LKIV (March 25, 1886), p. 5*

l»8Ibid.
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and the interest was increasing*  Among those he baptized were
his mother, father, and family*̂

During this early period when the Cuban work was still

under the direction of the Florida Baptist Mission Board, the

Cuban Baptists faced some persecution*  On Sunday night, January
21|, 1886, a number wanted to be baptized but the authorities had

the police placed at the seashore to prevent the Baptists from
baptizing again*̂  The rent for a hall in which to worship was

raised from thirty-eight dollars a month to fifty dollars a month

when the landlord learned that the occupants were Protestants*

This was more than the Cuban church could pay*  The Government
prevented Diaz from publishing a newspaper*-^  When it was found

that Maria Hernandez, an orphan girl living with her aunt, was

attending the Baptist services, she was placed in a convent by
her aunt.^2 Two months later Diaz received a note from Maria

asking that he, his wife, and others of the church meet her at

the church at four o'clock that afternoon*  She came to the church

and asked Diaz to baptize her*  After her baptism she went back

to the Sisters of Charity, who were waiting for her on the street*

When they inquired why she was wet, Maria told them of her baptism*

^"Biography of Diaz," Christian Index, LKVT (December 19,
1889), p. 6. ----------- ----

^Letter. Wood, Havana, January 26, 1886, Christian Index,
(February 2J>, I806), p*  U*

51Diaz to Wood, Havana, March h, 1886, Christian Index,
(March 25, 1886), p*  $•

£?Letter, Wood, Havana, January 23, 1886, Christian Index, LXT7
(February 111, 1886), p*  h* .  .
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The Catholic sisters reported this to the Mother Superior, who

declared, "No Baptist can stay in this convent I- After her
expulsion from the convent, Maria Hernandez lived in the Diaz
hone*  >3

On Tuesday morning, March 30, 1886, fire spread over

the city of Key West, Florida*  Almost in an hour's time the

Key West Baptist Church, Mr*  Wood's home, and the Cuban mission

house burned*  Wood wrote the next day:

My home and church are in ashes*  We have lost all
except ground on which to rebuild*  Sister Adela Fales'
Cuban Mission school was burned*  We must commence anew*
Our people suffered sorely*  Some have lost all*  How
to rebuild, or where the money is to come from, we do
not know, but God will provide*  This trial will workout better things for us*5u

In addition to setting back the work among the Cubans in Key

West, this fire affected the work in Cuba, for the Baptist
Church at Key West was one of the main supporters of the Cuban
work*̂

With the Cuban work in this condition, the Southern
Baptist Convention met in Montgomery, Alabama on May 7, 1886*

Alberto J*  Diaz and W*  F. Wood addressed the Convention in 

bphalf of the Cuban mission work*  Afterwards, the President of 

the Convention was directed to appoint a Committee on the Cuban

^A Cuban Story," Christian Index, LXV (June 16, 188?),
p. 6.

^^Proceedings, 1886, p*  x*

#Ibid.
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Mission*̂  This committee recommended that the Convention adopt

the work in Cuba as one of its missions and that this work be

entrusted to the Home Mission Board*  It also recommended that

the Board secure a fitting house of warship in Havana as soon as

possible and maintain close ties between the Cuban work and the
Florida Baptists who had supported it»5? This report was adopted

by the Convention and the Home Mission Board was placed in charge
of mission work in Cuba.^8 The people at the Convention gave

$1,259*73  toward the erection of a chapel for the Cuban mission
at Key West* ^9

After the Southern Baptist Convention placed the Baptist

mission work in Cuba under the Home Mission Board, Diaz went to

Atlanta, Georgia, the headquarters of the Board, to discuss the

work in Cuba*  Diaz attended the Board meeting of July 12, 1386,

and reported on the condition of the work in Cuba*  He declared

that the field was inviting because of dissatisfaction with

Catholicism and the distribution of Bibles which had started a

spirit of inquiry*  There was an unusual degree of intelligence

and education among the Cuban Baptists. The work commanded the

general respect and confidence of the English speaking residents

of Cuba*  There were five preaching stations in Havana besides

the principal one*  These met at private residences with about

^Ibid*,  p*  13*

57Ibid*,  p. 21.

58lbid*,  p. 29*

5?Ibid*,  p*  20.
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one hundred people attending each station*  Diaz felt the mission

needed a missionary to the English speaking residents of Havana,

preferably an .American preacher*  He believed that Protestants

generally would welcome and cooperate with him. He also felt

the need for a larger building in Havana, and that one seating

six hundred to eight hundred people would soon be filled*  There

was a need for a man to organize and preach to a church in the

suburbs of Havana*  So that the work might develop more rapidly,

the mission needed both church buildings and cemeteries*  At
this time the Board was paying Alberto J*  tttaz $1,200 per year

for pastaring and other duties and Minnie Diaz four hundred dollars

per year for work among the women*  For all the proposed new work,

about $3,700 annually would be needed*  At the July meeting, a

Committee on Cuba was appointed to investigate and recommend mea­

sures that might be necessary and practicable for the work in

Cuba*  This Committee consisted of Dr*  I*  T*  Tichenor, head of
the Board, Dr*  Henry McDonald, and Rev*  H*  D*  D*  Stratton*̂  At

the September 6 meeting, the Board appropriated six hundred dol­

lars for rent of a house of warship in Cuba, two hundred dollars
for a school room, and three hundred dollars for a cemetery*®^

By December 2, 1886, Diaz had a preparatory class for the
young ministers which met three times a week*̂^  Six young men

attended this class, all of whom had graduated from Havana

^Ofrlinutes, July 12, 1886*

61MLnutes, September 6, 1886*
°^Diaz to Tucker, Editor of Christian Index, Havana,

December 2, 1886, Christian Index, LKIV (Decamber 16, 1886), p.
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University *63  He conducted the classes at night, for the young

men worked during the day*  Diaz felt that three of them would
soon by ready for ordination*6h

The urgency to acquire a cemetery became more apparent

to Diaz when a Baptist from Kentucky died*  Diaz was unable to

obtain a permit for his burial in the "consecrated” ground of

the Roman Catholic cemetery as the priest declared him a "heretic*"

Through the assistance of the American consul, Diaz succeeded in

securing a permit to bury him in a sort of "potter's field" adja­

cent to the Catholic cemetery*  Hogs desecrated the grave and the

priest only made fun of Diaz's distress, saying "That is good
enough for a heretic Baptist*"^  J*  S*  Paine, head of a large

furniture establishment in Boston and deacon in a Baptist church

there who spent his winters in Cuba for the benefit of his invalid
wife's health,66 gave Dfaz two hundred dollars to buy ground for

a cemetery*  The Alabama Baptist Convention supplemented this with

a contribution of three hundred dollars*  With this five hundred
dollars, six acres of ground was bought for a cemetery, 67 on

January 23, 1887*6®

63?. T*  Eaton, "Our Mission Methods," Christian Index, 1X7
(October 13, 1887), p« 2*

6Hp£az to Tucker, Havana, December 2, 1886, Christian Index,
T.YTV (December 16, 1886), p*  U*

6^>’Cuba," Our Home Field, I (August, 1888), p*  3*

66?, T. Tichenor, "Our Havana Letter, " Christian Index,
LUX (April 21, 1892), p. ?•

67«Cuba," Our Home Field, I (August, 1888), p*  3*

68piaz to Home Mission Board, Havana, January 2h, 1887,
Third Quarterly Report of Mission in Cuba, Christian Index, LX7
(February 17, 1887), P*  3*
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The Bishop of Havana tried, to prevent the procuring of

a license for the cemetery on the ground that by the law only a

church could own a cemetery, but the Captain-General decided that

in the eyes of the law "the Baptist church of Havana was as much

a church as the Catholic church.The Bishop then sent an
emissary to try to buy Dfaz, offering him twenty thousand dollars

for the cemetery if he himself would leave Cuba. Diaz replied,
"You have not money enough in Cuba or in Rome to buy me."70

Diaz reported the progress of the work in Cuba to the

Home Mission Board on January 21|, 1887• The membership numbered

133 and the three Sunday schools had 2£7 members. Diaz opened

a new mission in Vedado in the outskirts of Havana with Francisco
P. Bueno, one of Diaz's ministerial students, in charge of the

work. Minnie Diaz's school in Havana contained one hundred pupils

and she had opened a second school in another district of Havana.

The mother of Alberto operated this school, which had fifty pupils,
with the assistance of one of the ladies of the Havana church.7^

By March, Diaz reported greater progress in Cuba. He stated in

his letter of March 1:

69"Cuba,n Our Home Field, I (August, 1888), p. 3*

70J. William Jones, "Our Cuban Cemetery, * Report by Assist­
ant Secretary of Home Mission Board, June 19, 1888, Christian
Index, LX7 (June 28, 1888), p. h.

7^Diaz to Home Mission Board, Havana, January 21j, 1887,
Third Quarterly Report of Mission in Cuba, Christian Index, LXV
(February 17, 1887), p. 3»
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I wrote you a letter, dated the 21st of January,
in which I told you I had baptised thirty-three the
last quarter; but since that time I have baptized
sixty-nine more making the total in fellowship two
hundred and two, and I have received for baptism one
hundred more*  We have now great excitement, and the
cry from every part of the Island is, 'We want the
gospel, * but we have not the means to support thelaborers on the field* 7‘

At the meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in
May, the Home Mission Board reported the membership in Cuba as

more than three hundred, over four hundred in the Sunday school,
and 150 in two day schools*  The Board further stated, "The won­

derful work in this field, considering the time and means expended

in its prosecution, has never been surpassed in the history of
modern missions*"73  The report listed as missionaries Alberto J*

Diaz and Miss Minnie Dfaz in Havana, Miguel Perez in Jesds Del

Monte, Francisco P*  Bueno in Vedado, Josd Porta in Regia, and
Alfredo V*  Dtfaz, Alberto's brother, in Matanzas*  The Board had
paid $2,258*90  to the missionaries in the past year*7^

In its meeting of June 15, 1887, the Board approved cer­

tain recommendations presented by the Committee on Cuba*  One
recommendation was thab Diaz's salary be increased to $1,500 a

year*  The Board made additional appropriations of $1,500 to

occupy the open and opening fields in Cuba*  The Board requested
that Diaz furnish it with what he regarded as the best points and

7^D^az to Tichenor, Havana, March 1, 1887, Christian Index,
LXV (March.2h, 1887), p. 2.

73nporty-Second Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Proceedings, 1887, p*  xxxviii.

7hlbid*>  p*  xxxii*
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persons to occupy the new fields in his letter of August 11,
1887, Diaz described the manner in which these recommendations

for expansion had been carried out*  Rev*  Miguel Perez was work­

ing at Nueva Paz and at the same time was preaching at Los Palos
and Las Vegas, nearby towns*  Alfredo V*  Diaz and his wife were
working at Matanzas, expecting to organize a church soon*  They

had organized a day school of fifty girls*  Jose O'Halloran had
begun a mission at Las Puentes and traveled there twice a week

from Havana*  The congregations at Vedado and Carmelo were increas­
ing rapidly under the supervision of Josd” P*  Bueno*  Rev*  Ingel

Godenas, recently returned to Cuba from Key West where he had

been because of ill health, began work in Guanabacoa, six miles

from Havana, and took over the work in Regia, across the bay
from Havana*  The Gethsemane Church in Havana had four preaching

stations with meetings being well attended*
In his letter of October 10, 1887, Diaz told of a small­

pox epidemic that had broken out in Havana*  He had forty-eight

cases of smallpox among his congregation, and in two months had
buried thirty-two members in the Baptist cemetery*  Diaz assisted

his members as a medical doctor as well as their pastor*  Havana

had 120 to two hundred cases daily, with eighty to ninety of them
dying*  Many of the doctors were afraid of the epidemic and left
the city, but Diaz, using the buggy that the Valley Baptist

T^Minutes, June 15, 1887*
7^uiaz to Tichenor, Havana, August 11, 1887, Christian

Index, LXV (August 25, 1887), p. 9.
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Association of Virginia gave him, attended the sick day and
night, ttfaz described the sacrificial vork of his church members

during this time thus:
you can't imagine how glad and pleased I am with

this Baptist Cubans; they are proving they has received
Christ in their hearts, and leave everything for him.
While the doctors, priest, high priest, lawyers and
wealthy family leave the city, escaping from the epi­
demic, my congregation are all beside me; learned where
is a new case of small-pox and as soon as they know it,
some of them go and pray with the sick person, and if
have not family, two brethren or sister remain there
all night, assist him or her until is well.

Here is a Lady Association, conducted by my mother,
and have about 120 ladies going house by house, carry­
ing medicines, clothes or foods; they are doing a noble
work in the name of our Saviour.'*

At the end of December Diaz reported that the epidemic

was over, with only one or two cases occurring daily, during

the epidemic Diaz lost by death thirty-five church members and

lj>0 of his congregation. These were all buried in the Baptist
cemetery.?” The sacrificial service of the Baptists during the

epidemic won maiy to them. At the beginning of the epidemic

the church in Havana numbered 3$0. By December the membership

totaled seven hundred. Personal witnessing accounted for much

of this growth, with two female missionaries reporting more than

1,600 religious conversations. By this time three other churches

had grown out of the church at Havana with a total of 2^0 members.
The four churches had seventeen regular preaching station s.??

??Diaz to Tichenor, Havana, October 10, 1887, Christian
Index, LXV (October 27, 1887), p. 5. ---------

‘78D£az to Tichenor. Havana, December 27, 1887, Christian
Index, LXV (January 19, 1888), p. 2.

7?I. T. Tichenor, "Cuba," Christian Index, LXV (January 19>
1888), p. 2. . 7 .
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The Home Mission Board appointed Its Corresponding

Secretary, Isaac Taylor Tichenor, and Treasurer, A*  D. Adair,

to visit Cuba and look after the interests of its mission work

there. Dr. Henry McDonald, a member of the Board, also accom­

panied them*  On January 19, 1888, they embarked from Tampa,

Florida, on the steaner "Olivette," and were greeted the next

morning in Havana by Diaz and a group from his church*  The cus­

toms officials treated them politely and the Cuban Baptists pro­
vided for their lodging at a Havana hotel*30

Tichenor and his companions visited several of the six

churches and twelve preaching stations in and around Havana*

The total membership of the churches was about one thousand with

the total membership of the Sunday school about two thousand and

that of their congregations about five thousand. The largest and
oldest Baptist church in Cuba was the Gethsemane Church in Havana
where Diaz was pastor*  Xngel Godenas pastored the church at

Regia*  Tichenor reported the church at Vedado "the neatest place

of prayer we saw in all Cuba*"  Francisco Bueno was pastor of

the church at Vedado, a suburban town near the seashore and a

summer resort for the people of Havana, where the membership was

composed of a better than average class of people*  The church

at Las Puentes where O'Halloran was pastor was very prosperous*

Nearly the whole population had deserted the Catholic church in

this town, so that the priest remarked, "that he had better lock

B^Tichenor, "Visit to Cuba," Christian Index, LKV (Feb­
ruary 9, 1888), pp. 2-3*
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up his place of worship and go to Havana to find something to do.*

There was also a church at Jesus Del Monte and one at the Baptist
cemetery*  The threesome also visited the Baptist church at Matanzas,

about eighty miles east of Havana. This was a small church with

a good day school and Sunday school*  , Alfredo V*  Diaz was pastor*

All of the congregations were crowded wherever the visitors went*

At times the doors and windows would be filled*  Dr. Tichenor

described the services in this way:

At all their services, at every station, the people
fill every available spot to hear the gospel*  What
struck us all was the deep, earnest opened-eye unflag­
ging attention paid by all to the preaching*  Their
singing, though not highly artistic, is spirited and
devotional*  You feel that they are wafting their
heart's deep devotion heavenward on the wings of song.

The day schools they visited also pleased Tichenor and

his companions*  They reported, "We were delighted with the

attainment of the pupils in their knowledge of the Scriptures,

with their singing, and above all, with the prayer offered by

the little girl who had cone to the ship to welcome us.*
The Board members visited the Baptist cemetery located

about three miles from the heart of Havana. The cemetery contained

six acres and was part-i ally enclosed*  One-third of the city of

Havana was burying its dead in the Baptist cemetery*  There were

several funerals there the day the group visited the cemetery*

One was that of a lady of wealth and position who was a stranger
to the Baptists but requested that she be buried in their cemetery*̂

81Ibid*
82lbid*
83lbid*,  p. 2.
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The Baptist women of Cuba impressed Dr. Tichenor’s group.
They especially mentioned Mrs. Diaz, Alberto’s mother, Minnie
Diaz for her teaching, Maria Hernandez, the girl who had been

placed in a convent for her Baptist beliefs, and the woman who

taught at Matanzas.

Tichenor gave a description of some of the Baptist men

of Cuba. Diaz was the recognized leader of the whole movement.

Alfredo V. Diaz, his brother, was a man of ability but not as

fascinating a preacher as Alberto. Angel Godenas was a man

"of great sprightliness ani enthusiasm in his wark.R Francisco
Bueno was na good preacher, not so magnetic a speaker as Diaz

or Godenas, but entertaining and instructive in his addresses.1*

Mr. Hernandez, though lacking culture and oratorical powers,

showed consecration to his work and possessed a zeal and devo­
tion to his calling. He first came to Diaz’s church one night

half drunk, received a New Testament and later was converted.
Jose^ Porta, a man about forty years of age, who lived a rough

life before his conversion, .was untutored and in common conversa­

tion spoke Spanish poorly. However, Tichenor reported that when

he preached, his language was good, he was "impassioned, forceful,

magnetic.

Dr. Tichenor felt that many of the Cuban people were dis­

satisfied with Catholicism and ready for the Gospel. He described

the religious condition of Cuba thus:

8^Ibid.

8$Ibid.
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The present condition of things in Cuba demonstrates
that its people have lost all sympathy for and attach­
ment to the Catholic Church*  They have not yet become
infidel*  In their blindness they are feeling after
something better than they have ever found in the
teachings of the Church of Rome*  ^he whole island
is open to the gospel*  There is not a town or city in
Cuba where a congregation might not be speedily gathered
and a church established*  With the men for this work,
the whole island might soon be made the recipients ofour faith and practice*®®

Following their visit, Tichenor, Adair, and McDonald

felt the work in Cuba had certain important needs*  They needed

a better literature for their Sunday schools, books, a system

of theology for their preachers, a newspaper to "advocate their

principles and propagate their faith," and help in building houses

of worship to accommodate their increasing congregations*  The

Cuban Baptists especially needed a house of worship in Havana

to seat between one thousand five hundred and two thousand people*

The cemetery in Havana needed additional land*  In Hatanzas the

Baptists also needed a house of warship and a cemetery*
Diaz came to the United States in March, 1888, to help

secure funds needed for a church building in Havana*®®  While

he was in the United States, he received good reports of the

work in Cuba, but also news of some persecution*  Mr*  J*  S*  Paine,

the Boston deacon, wrote Diaz from Havana:

®6Ibid*,  p. 3.
87ibid*

®®I*  T*  Tichenor, "A House of Worship in Havana," The
Christian Index,. I*CV  (March 29, 1888), p*  $» . .
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I attended the meeting in your Chapel on Thursday
evening, and I must confess I never was more surprised,
than when we came in sight of the door and found not
only the room completely filled, but the door-way and
side walks in front, so that passers by were obliged
to step out into the street to pass*  • • • sermon
was listened to with great attention and interest*
Friday—next evening—we went early, but found the
room again filled, many standing, and not a. seat to
be had, except one of the desk chairs, which was
brought out for Mrs. Paine. The subject of the ser­
mon was 'The words of Jesus on the Cross.' I have
seldom seen an audience so intent and eager to catch
every word of the preacher. I was touched to see so
large a number present at a religious meeting in the
middle of the week—the evening hot and close—when
on the public square within hearing distance was a
band of fine music and thousands of people dressed,
as for the opera, were promenading. As the pastor of
the church was away, I went expecting to find not more
than two hundred present, but when I saw such a crowd
I thought this people I know dearly.love their pastor,but they do not stay away because he is absent*®°

The work at Las Puentes was so successful the priest appointed

a committee to gather all the images of saints that the men and
women had thrown from their hones into the public streets. Several

priests, including the Bishop, went to see the Captain-General

and asked that he stop the Baptist work. They told him that the

Baptists were dangerous, imnoral people because they baptized

the women before the congregation. The Captain-General said

that he would give attention to their demands and help them.

At Las Puentes also someone tried to poison the pastor, Mr*

0* Halloran. Mr. Francisco P. Bueno of Vedado, having been stoned,

was quite ill and confined to his bed for several dqys. The

priests brought several criminal actions against the Baptist

°<DtLaz to Tichenor, Nashville, April 12, 1888, upon receiv
ing letters from Cuba, Christian Index, LXV (April 19, 1888), p.
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cemetery to establish its illegality*  In the face of this perse­

cution, the Cubans sided with the Bsptists*90

The Home Mission Board summed up its Cuban work of the

past year in its annual report to the Southern Baptist Convention,

May 11, 1888, at Richmond, Virginia*  There were 1,100 church

members, seventeen missionaries, nine of them native preachers,
l,£00 pupils in Sunday schools, l£0 pupils in day schools, six

churches, reporting eight hundred baptisms, and nineteen preach­

ing stations • The Cuban people had contributed $h,610 for the

support of the missions and the income from the cemetery had been

$1,763*  One-half the population of Havana were in sympathy with

the Baptist people and nearly one-half the dead were buried in

the Baptist cemetery*  Eight thousand persons had applied for

membership in the Baptist churches but many of these were ignorant

of the true qualifications for church membership and desired only
to exchange the Catholic Church for one which they preferred*̂

^Ibid* (The actual wording of Sr*  Diaz's letter is as
follows: "Several criminal trials have been presented to the
court-house last week by the priest*  They say that our cemetery
is illegal.")

91«0ur Mission Board," Abstract of the Forty-Third Annual
Report, 1888, Christian Index, LXV (May 10, 1888), p*  5} "Report
of the Home Mission Board,w Proceedings, 1888, pp. i, vi* .



CHAPTER II
PERSECUTION AND GROWTH, 1883-1890

While Alberto J. Dfaz was attending the Southern Baptist

Convention meeting in Richmond, Virginia, in May, 1888, the
Bishop of Havana attacked Diaz and his Baptist cemetery*  The
Bishop denounced Diaz from the pulpit of the Cathedral in Havana
and burned his photograph****  He also excommunicated all the

Baptists of the city*̂  The Bishop had brought suit against the

Baptists over the burying of a child in the Baptist cemetery*

This child had smallpox and the father asked the priest to come

and baptize it*  Priests usually charged three dollars to bap­

tize a child under seven years of age and seven dollars there­

after, but because he feared smallpox, the priest would not bap­

tize the child for less than twenty-five dollars*  The father,

unable to pay this price, buried the child in the Baptist ceme­

tery*  The priest brought suit against the Baptists charging they
had prevented him from making this money*3  Having failed to dis­

continue the use of the Baptist cemetery by these actions, the

<J*  William Jones, "Our Cuban Cemetery, * Report of Assist­
ant Secretary of the Home Mission Board, June 19, 1888, Christian
Index, IXV (June 28, 1888), p*  h*

; 2' ' "Glimpses and Glances," Christian Index, LXV (June 7.
1888), p*.  9*  .......“ ~—

3i»0ur Cuban Cemetery," Christian Index, LXV (June 7.
1888), p. 1*
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Bishop of Havana, Doctor Senor Manuel Santander Fruto, issued the
following appeal in the papers and in circulars:

The church of Christ is a true mother of all
Christian people*  When we are born she sanctifies
us with baptism; she guides us in our life, and
teaches us the doctrine of salvation*  If you sin
she pardons you, and if you fall she comforts you*
She blesses you when you are married, and is with
you when you are sick*  When you die she never for-
gets you; she offers sacrifices for your soul, and
provides consecrated ground where she buries your
bodies*  The remains of a Christian man are for our
church a sacred thing*  That flesh has been sanctified;
by the water in baptism and by the holy Eucharist*
That body has been the temple of the Holy Jpirit, and
sometime will rise glorious if the man dies in the
grace of the church*

Now, then, why do you mix in the same place with
the Baptist heretic~the apostate and the suicide
with' the true Roman that has received the holy sacra­
ment, and dies in the Catholic faith? Is it because
the church asks of you a few dollars to sustain the
priests and cemeteries? I wish you all to hear my
voice to-day: Do not bury your dead in these heretic
places, for if you do that you communicate with here­
tics in spiritual things, which is not allowed by
our church, and we will also ex-communicate you*  Do
not send the dead of your families to the heretic ceme­
teries, for you show thereby that you are indifferent
to our religion, and indifferentism and apostacy are
the same*  '

My sons, your fathers all were Catholics, and they
all sleep in Catholic cemeteries, and you all must
have your bodies deposited in the same place*

Another thing: Do you remember that we prepared
those cemeteries, and that they are very expensive
to us? And now you prefer the Baptist cemetery?
You forget the contract made between you and our
ecclesiastical authority, and you put us in such
condition that we must abandon these holy places
because we have not the means of supporting them*

The Baptist cemetery may be a good, nice, beauti­
ful, and secure place; but remember that it has not
been consecrated; and the heretic Baptist, the sui­
cide, and harlot, are the ones who can be buried there*

01 my sons, you are Catholics, and can not be
buried beside those who are enemies of your mother
church*  The sons of light can not be confounded with
the sons of the devil*  Hear my voice: I am your
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pastor; and in proof that I love you all, I bless
you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. .

—Manuel, Bishop of Havana.

Diaz saw this document in the Havana papers while he

was in Richmond and wrote the Bishop thanking him for the adver­

tisement he gave the Baptist work. He also proposed on his
return to discuss these matters with the Bishop.^

When Diaz returned to Havana he found the Bishop had
obstructed the only road to the Baptist cemetery The court

had approved the use of this road for the cemetery, but although
it had been a public road for twenty years, a portion of it ran
through the Bishop's property and he had obstructed it.? Diaz

took the American Consul-General to see the barriers which con­

sisted of iron bars backed by a deep ditch. The Consul did not

act. It was Dr. Tichenor's opinion that the Consul was not
wi 111 ng to do anything "that would disturb the cordial social

relations existing between him and the dignitaries of Church
and State in Cuba.*  D^az had another road built to the cemetery

oin a few days at the expense of one hundred dollars.

h«Qur Cuban Cemetery,” Christian Index, LXV (June 7, 1888),
p. 1.

5j. wi111 am Jones, "Our Cuban Cemetery,” Report of Assist­
ant Secretary of the Home Mission Board, June 19, 1888, Christian
Index, LXV (June 28, 1888), p. k* '

6l. T. Tichenor, "A Second Visit to Cuba,” Our Home Field,
I (December, 1888), pp. 6-7• . , .

?M. M. Welch to A. C. Graves, April 27, 1896, "Copies of
Letters of M. M. Welch, January 1895—January 22, 1897," pp. 21i0-
21:2. (A bound volumn of typewritten letters in the files of the
Home Mission Board, Atlanta, Georgia.)

8l. T. Tichenor, "A Second Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field,
I (December, 1888), pp. 6-7*
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Diaz wrote in a letter dated June h, 1888, of further

developments in his dispute with the Bishop*  The work was in

better condition than ever*  The Havana papers were sending
reporters to Diaz's church and publishing all his sermons*  The

Bishop had said nothing about the Baptists since Diaz's return
to Cuba*  The newspapers announced Ddfaz's text on Sunday, May 27,

and at 6:30 there was no more room for the people in the Baptist

Church so Diaz rented a large theatre near the church*  Four
thousand people attended that night, and an offering of $12$ was
collected*  The service lasted three hours with Diaz preaching
two and a quarter hours*  In his sermon, Diaz explained that a

"heretic” was a church with men's doctrines in it*  Then he pre­

sented what he felt the pure Church of Christ was, as taught in

the Bible*  He compared with this the Baptist Church and Roman

Catholic Church and asked the people to decide whether the

heretics were the Baptists or the Catholics*  The people replied,

"the Catholic church* " Diaz's sermon was interrupted at times

by the people saying "you are right.

Diaz continued to answer the Bishop concerning the
cemetery*  On Bunday night, June 10, Diaz held another meeting

at the theatre where every space was occupied by a crowd number­

ing over four thousand*  There were 190 lawyers and doctors pre­

sent*  Diaz's subject was "Which Cemetery Has Been Blessed of

God?" The people applauded and had to be called to order a number

^Diaz to Tichenor, June h, 1888, "Our Cuban Cemetery,"
Christian Index, LXV (June 28, 1888), p*  h*



38

of times*  After Diaz had preached for two hours, the congrega­

tion came around and embraced him*  He was physically exhausted*

The people carried him on their shoulders to his home about a

mile away*10

The Bishop did not want to debate these matters, but
Diaz continued, just as if the Bishop had agreed to the discussion

Diaz planned five special sermons to be delivered in the next ten

days*  One sermon, to be preached in the courthouse, would answer

the Catholic charge of the "immorality*  of Baptist immersion of
women in church services*  Diaz also planned to speak in Las

Puentes in answer to the priest who had attacked the Baptists
there*̂  On July 2, Diaz wrote Tichenor that he had concluded

the series of sermons in reply to the Bishop*  He believed that

the Bishop was afraid, for many of the people were in sympathy
with the Baptists, and Diaz continued to have large audiences*̂?

Trouble soon erupted at Las Puentes where the priest inter*

fered with the burial of Baptists*  On July 1, a group of Baptists

were bringing the bo<V of a member in a funeral procession to the
Baptist cemetery*  The priest with the aiderman and twenty sol­

diers interrupted the procession, saying that the deceased was

a member of the Catholic church, and it was not right to take

IQDiaz to Tichenor, June 11, 1888, "Our Cuban Cemetery,"
Christian Index, LXV (June 28, 1888), p*  h*.

Hjbid*

l^Diaz to Tichenor, Havana, July 2, 1888, "Cuba," Our
Home Field, I (August, 1888), p*  6* . .
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the remains to the Baptist cemetery. The fifteen persons or so
who accompanied the corpse surrendered it to the priest and offi­

cials who took it into the church. This news soon spread over
the town and the Baptists and their friends assembled to retake

the remains. Finding the doors of the church closed, they deter­
mined to burn everything. There were over 1,500 in the crowd,

most of whom were not members of the Baptist church at Las

Puentes, which had only sixty members, but men who sympathized

with the Baptists and were enraged against the priest for seizing

by force a body which friends wished to bury in the Baptist ceme­

tery. Mr. O'Halloran, the pastor at Las Puentes, went to tell

Diaz of this trouble. Diaz immediately came to the scene and

found the situation grave, with the crowd wanting to burn the

bull ng there and kill the priest. The police could do nothing

with the people but had sent to Havana for five thousand cavalry

soldiers. Diaz was able to get the attention of the mob and

supplicated them to do no harm to the church and priest, pro­

mising that he would attempt to present the case in the court­

house. The people agreed and the threat of violence ended.

Another incident at Las Puentes soon followed. On July 23,

Miss Mercedes Sanchez Rivero, daughter of Baptist parents, died

in the city. The priest, judge, justice of the peace, chief of

police, were opposed to the burial of the remains in the Baptist

cemetery. They brought police and soldiers from Hariano and

13Ibid.
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placed two soldiers before the door where the dead child lay,

as a guard to prevent the Baptists from taking the corpse away.

A little later the priest, with some soldiers who were at his

disposal, went into the house and planned to take the body by

force, but the missionary O'Halloran prevented him. The priest

became angry and began to insult the Baptist people. A committee

of the church at Las Puentes, afraid of some terrible consequence

because the Baptist people were determined that by no means would

they allow the priest to take the dead child, went to present the

case to the civil government. The civil authorities said nothing

could be done in the matter, because the Captain-General had

given an order against these funerals. At 9:30 that night Mr*

O'Halloran went with another member of the church to tell Dxaz

that the people were united and determined and he could control

them no longer. He feared there would be bloodshed for the Bap­

tist women in the room with the dead child had said: "We will

lose our lives here, rather than that the priest shall take this

little one, the daughter of a Baptist woman." Their husbands
were also determined. At ten o'clock Diaz went with O'Halloran

and Mr. Valdes to telephone the Captain-General. Diaz told him

of the conflict in Las Puentes. The Captain-General told Diaz

to instruct the justice of peace to bury the remains and he would

pay the priest the expenses. At eleven o'clock the justice of 

peace at Las Puentes received a telegram from the Captain-General

which stated: "Solve the trouble. Bury Catholic girl. Pay

expenses to the priest, and charge to my account.*  The Baptists 



felt the telegram was favorable toward the priest and that there

was no remedy for the conflict*  But the justice of peace and

the priest thought the Captain-General had ordered them in the

telegram to give up the remains and so they did*  Diaz felt

there might have been great trouble if that mistake had not
been made*̂

Diaz wrote a letter to the American Consul-General in

Cuba to inform him of this trouble at Las Puentes*  The Consul-

General did not officially consult the authorities about this,
nor ask Diaz far proof*  He went to an old friend who was a

Roman Catholic and who told the Consul that only thirty members

of the Baptist Church were displeased about what the priest
had done; the Consul did nothing*̂  Through Senator Joseph E*

Brown and the Honorable John David Stewart, Congressman and

President of the Home Mission Board, the Board brought these

persecutions to the attention of the State Department in Washington

The Secretary of State, Mr*  Thomas Bayard, showed every courtesy

to the Board and did all he could properly do to secure justice
for the Baptists in Cuba*̂  The situation was much better in

September when Diaz reported that the Baptists opened a new mis­

sion in Marianao on September 12, but the Aiderman and troops

■^Letter, Diaz, n.d., "Persecution in Cuba," Christian
Index, LXV. (August 23, 1888), p*  b»

^Diaz to Tichenor, Havana, September lb, 1888, "Corres­
pondence from Havana," Christian Index, WJ (October 11, 1888),
p. 2. .

16"Cuba," Christian Index, LKV (September 13, 1888), p. 9*
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had prevented it from continuing. Diaz presented a petition to

the Captain-General asking him to instruct the Aldennan to recog­

nize their right to open places of worship where they pleased in
conformity to the law. Diaz also asked the Captain-General to

instruct him that the Baptists had the right to worship without

molestation, and the Aiderman was to protect their congregations
from acts of violence. ?

Dr. Tichenor visited Cuba early in November, 1888. He

reported that all efforts to dose the Baptist cemetery had failed;

however, in order to conform strictly to the law, the government

had required improvements such as the building of a cement wall
around the cemetery.!® The civil government accorded Baptists

the right to bury their dead children in unconsecrated ground,

though previously baptized by Catholic priests and therefore

claimed as Catholics. Non-Baptists were also buried in the

Baptist cemetery.The civil government instructed them to
protect the Baptists in their right of worship.20 The civil

authority accorded the Baptists the right to open mission sta-
ontions in any part of the island.

l?Dxaz to Tichenor, September Ih, 1888, "Correspondence
from Havana," Christian Index, LXV (October 11, 1888), p. 2.

18I.*T.  Tichenor, "A Second Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field,
I (December, 1888), p. 6. .

1^1. T. Tichenor, "Cuba," Christian Index, LXV (November 22,
1888), p. 9. •

20I. T. Tichenor, "A Second Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field,
I (December, 1888), p. 6. .

21i. t. Tichenor, "Cuba,*  Christian Index, LXV (November 22,
1888), p. .
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The last resort of the Bishop of Havana was to order

every priest in Havana to read from his pulpit a scurrilous attack

upon the Baptists, accompanied by a threat of excommunication

against anyone who buried any member of his family in the Baptist

cemetery. The lawyer of the Baptists in Havana advised Diaz and

Dr. Tichenor that this was illegal. They therefore had the lawyer

arraign every priest in Havana who obeyed that order. Diaz and

Tichenor also had the lawyer institute proceedings to open the

road to the Baptist cemetery previously closed by the Bishop and
to claim damages for interference with the business of the cemetery.22

Dr. Tichenor felt this opposition had strengthened the

Baptists and their position in Havana. He stated:

... the effect of the opposition of the Catholics,
legal and illegal, has been, not only to strengthen
the faith of the adherents of Baptist faith, but it
has stimulated their zeal and extended among the people
a more full and correct information, in regard to the
gospel, and to Baptist work, than would, otherwise,
have been the case.23

Dr. Tichenor discussed the reasons for the Baptist progress

and the Bishop's strong opposition. The priesthood of Havana

had as a class lost the confidence and respect of the great mass

of the people. They were not allowed to enter the houses of many

of the best citizens because of their licentiousness and immorality.

Pictures representing their corruption and depravity were publicly

exposed for sale in the streets of Havana. A second reason was the

22I. T. Tichenor, "A Second Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field,
X (December, 1888), p. 6. .

T. Tichenor, "Cuba,11 Christian Index, LXV (November 22,
1888), p. ?• .



strength of the liberal Party in Cuba. The liberal Party was

opposed to the present government and to the Catholic Church

which they knew was allied with it in all its acts of oppres­
sion.^ it was in thorough sympathy with the Baptist work and

principles •The Liberal Party was composed of all the native

Cubans and a significant number of Spaniards. A Spanish gentle­

man said to Dr. Tichenor, nI would give half I an worth if Cuba

could be annexed to the United States, and with the other half

I would become richer in five years than I ever can hope to be

under the present government•” The enormous taxes were driving

the Spaniards into the Liberal Party. A third reason was the

position of the press of Havana. The newspapers vigorously op­

posed the existing ecclesiastical and political government of

the island and largely and strongly sympathized with the Baptist

work. Diaz felt three-fourths of the daily papers were friendly

to his cause and would publish anything to promote it that he
desired. 26

Knowing these facts, the Bishop had to try to get rid of

the Baptists. He knew the best way to do this was to have the

Baptist cemetery closed, leaving them nowhere except a potter’s

field in which to bury their loved ones. This would discourage

2hj. T. Tichenor, rtA Second Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field,
I (December, 1888), p. 6. •

25l. T. Tichenor, *1Cuba, w Christian Index, LTV (November 22,
1888), p. 9. • -

26 T. Tichenor, Second Visit to Cuba, Our Home Field,
I ( December,. 1888), p. 6. -



anyone from becoming a Baptist*  One of the priests of Havana

was reported to have said to the Bishop, "If you do not close

up that Baptist cemetery and they succeed in their efforts to

get a good house of worship, we might as well gather together our

effects and return to Spain*  That will be the end of the Catholic
Church in Cuba* 1,27

Having failed to get the cemetery closed through the

authorities in Havana, the Bishop applied to the Spanish govern­

ment for an order closing it*  The answer to this application

came from the colonial ministry in Madrid on February 17, 1889,

to the Governor General of the Island of Cuba, Manuel Salamanca*

It stated:
In view of the Official letter dated August hth,

which your Excellency sent here with a communication
from the Right Rev*  Bishop of that island, addressed
to this Ministry, asking for an order to close the
Baptist cemetery established there*  Considering that
this cemetery was opened under the law of religious
toleration which the Constitution of the State has
established, it will make this law of no value if we
do not consent to the churches and cemetery, where
the dissenters from the Catholic religion worship
according to their faith, and bury their dead*  If
we do not authorize this it will be the same as pre­
venting them from exercising a right established by
the fundamental law of the state, and considering
that the Royal Order given on the 6th day of August,
1881*,  and put in force in that island by the other
Royal Order of Oct. 23, 1876, giving rules for better
understanding article 11th of the Constitution, and
in conformity with it the construction of cemeteries
for the dissenting sects and the interment of those
who thus believe, is perfectly legal, without any
other rule but to give notice to the authority forty­
eight hours before they are open to the public*

27Ibid.
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His Majesty the King (by the grace of God), and in
his name the Queen Regent of the Kingdom, have decided
not to accept the requests and suggestions of the Senor
Bishop of Havana with regard to closing the Baptist
cemetery of that city*

By Royal Order I say this to your Excellency foryour knowledge and other things concerning this matter*  28

The Governor General put the law mentioned in this communication

into effect on March 13, 1889*  He sent the Bishop a copy of

this communication on March 15 and word that it would be enforced*

In commenting on this royal order the Bishop spoke of Dfaz as

"the petted favorite of the government* ” He issued the follow­

ing statement: "The Excellency Rt*  Rev*  the Bishop, believing the

Catholic Church has been injured in some way by the unwise Royal

Order, has determined to establish a demand against the Queen of
Spain before the Supreme Court of the State* "29 Word of this

royal order was communicated to Dr*  Tichenor by Alvey A*  Adee,
Second Assistant D*  S*  Secretary of State* ’®

After his visit to Cuba in the Spring of 1389, Tichenor

pointed out that the Catholic opposition was decreasing and the

authorities were treating the Baptists with more consideration*

The courts were protecting the Baptists’ rights and inflicting

punishment for infringing upon them*  The Mayor of Marianao, who

broke up the Baptist meetings in his city, was tried, convicted,

Cuba—Refusal of the Spanish Government to Close the
Baptist Cemetery,” Our Home Field, I (August, 1889), p*  2*  The
date 1876 above is probably a miscopy, and should read 1886*

29Ibid*
3®Alvey A*  Adee to Tichenor, n*d*,  Christian Index, IXVI

(March 21, 1889), p*  9»
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deprived of his office, and was seeking passage to Spain to

avoid other consequences of his unlawful acts*  Spanish authori­

ties had removed the Captain-General who gave his influence to
the Bishop in his efforts to crush the Baptists*31  The court

sternly reprimanded a man who violated the Baptist cemetery*

He had entered the cemetery and demanded money of the inspector

on pretext that he had contributed three dollars at one of the

Baptist meetings supposing it was a Catholic assembly*  Upon

being threatened, the inspector gave the man the money but re­
ported it to the authorities*  The man was arrested and brought

before the court*  According to Spanish law it required two wit­

nesses to convict him of the offense*  As there was but one,

the judge said to the prisoner:

I cannot convict you under the testimony adduced of
the offense with which you are charged*  But you have
profaned the Baptist cemetery*  That is a sacred place,
and for that offense I will fine you forty dollars,
and if you are ever caught in that cemetery again Iwill put you in jail for three months*32

Disturbances over the cemetery ceased and burials averaged three
a day*  3^

The Spanish law confined the toleration extended to

Protestant worship to narrow limits*  The law declared the Roman * 3

3^1. T*  Tichenor, "What of Cuba?,*  Christian Index, LXVI
(March 7, 1889), p*  h* - . . ...

32I. T*  Tichenor, "Another Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field,
I (March, 1889),-p*

33j. T*  Tichenor, "What of Cuba?," Christian Index, LXVI
(March 7, 1889), p*  U* ...
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Catholic religion as the religion of Spain and her colonies and

while the law allowed its subjects to worship according to other

forms, it required that such worship should be held in secret*

The theory of the law was, that while Protestants might enjoy

the right to worship according to their own consciences, they

were not to exercise this right under such condition as to

attract the attention of others*  They could do nothing to

entice others to their assemblages*  Hence the law forbade all

"public manifestations•" There could be nothing to designate

a house as a Protestant place of worship*  During services the

doors and windows were to remain closed so that persons passing

by could not see within*  The law allowed no public processions

or religious acts*  Baptisms out of doors, even at night, were

violations of the law*  Public opinion, however, broadened the

narrow 1 imit.« of the Spanish law in toleration of Protestants*

The Baptists could do with impunity what they could not have

done a year before*  There was not the same careful attention

to closing of doors and windows during worship*  They found

means of giving the public information with regard to times and

places of holding meetings*  The newspapers willingly made an­

nouncements for the Baptists*  The pupils of one of the Baptist

day schools assembled every Sunday afternoon at the school room

and in company with the teachers marched four blocks to the

Sunday school*  The Baptist work had found sympathy with the

people and helped mould public opinion in Havana*  The Cuban



people welcomed anything which broadened their liberties, and
relaxed the grasp of Spanish power.3h

As a regular meeting place for his church, Diaz rented

a store which he converted into a hall*  It seated 350, but five
hundred sometimes crowded inside*  Diaz placed 350 additional
seats in a court which ran along the side of the hall.35 This

building stood on the Prado, the large and popular thoroughfare
of Havana*̂  On some occasions, such as during his dispute with

the Bishop, Diaz rented the large theatre near the hall to accom­

modate the large crowds which attended. The Home Mission Board

and Diaz felt the Baptist work in Havana would benefit from a
house of worship with a capacity of at least 2,300 to three
thousand*̂'

In its meeting of September 1, 1888, the Home Mission

Board appointed a committee to make plans for the erection of a
house of worship in Havana.38 Diaz wrote on September lh that

he had found a good lot for sale on which a church could be
built*39  "When Dr*  Tichenor visited Cuba in November to consider

3ui, t, Tichenor, “Another Visit to Cuba,” Our Home Field,
I (March, 1889),.p*  $• ..

35"Cuba,“ Our Home Field, I (August, 1888), p*  6*
3®T. D. Crawford to J*  S*  Hardaway, Havana, January 16,

1889, Our Home Field, I (March, 1889), pp*  5-6*  (Hardaway was
pastor of a Georgia church of which Crawford was a member*)

37lbid*,  p*  7*
3@Minutes, September 1, 1888.
3?Diaz to Tichenor, Havana, September Hi, 1888, "Corres­

pondence from Havana," Christian Index, LXV (October 11, .1888),
p. 2. . .
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sites for the new church, he found the Jane Theatre was for sale*̂

This was the theatre where Diaz had preached during the dispute

with the Bishop*  Mr*  Jane had built it in i860 at a cost of

It had not been a successful business venture, so

he desired to sell it*  Dr*  Tichenor could not come to terms

with Mr*  Jane and planned to depart*  He missed his boat, however,

and while awaiting another boat, Mr*  Jane offered Dr*  Tichenor

such a good price that he accepted on condition that the Board
agreed*  ^2 in its meeting of November 23, the Board voted to buy

the Jane Theatre*̂  The Board made Tichenor Attorney in Fact of

the Board to purchase this property*̂*  At the April meeting Dr*

Tichenor reported he had purchased the Jane Theatre for $65,000,

paying $20,000 cash and agreeing to make two deferred payments of
§22,500 each*̂  These deferred payments were to be made in March

of 1890 and in March of 1891*̂

The Jane Theatre was located on Dragones Street between

Zulueta Street and the Prado, the finest street in Havana*  It

^Lansing Burrows, "The Havana Church," Christian Index,
LXIX (March 31, 1892), p. 6.

^•"House of' Vforship in Havana," Christian Index, LXV
(November 29, 1888), p*  9*

42Burrows> loc* cit*,  p*  6*
^Minutes, November 23, 1888*

Ubziinutes, January 23, 1889*
^Minutes, April 9, 1889*

"Forty-Fourth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Proceedings, 1889$ p*  xlvii*
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place of worship without waiting two years to build one •-’I

Ownership of the building gave confidence to the people of

Havana in the stability and permanence of the Baptist work,

lifted it to a higher level, and attracted larger numbers of the
better classes.-^ It was impossible to obtain another location

as desirable, and the erection of a building half its capacity
would have cost more than the price paid for the theatre*̂

A*  D. Adair, Treasurer of the Board, examined the theatre care**

fni ly and stated that it would be worth in Atlanta $100,000.

The three dwellings and two stores yielded an annual incane of

$2,500 in gold which could be used with the profits of the ceme­

tery to build houses of worship and open cemeteries in Cuba where-
ever the need arose.^5

During the Convention year ending May, 1889, three workers

joined the Baptists from other denominations. They were Rus de

Molino, a Catholic priest; J. V. Cova, an Episcopal lay minister;
and Evaristo P. Collazo, a lay reader in the Episcopal Church.^

Sljbid.

>2"Forty-Fourth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board, "
Proceedings, 1889, p. xlvii.

^1. T. Tichenor, "House of Worship in Havana," Christian
Index, IXV. (December 6, 1888), p. 3*

ph«»House of Worship in Havana," Christian Index, LXV
(November 29, 1888), p. 9*

^I. T. Tichenor, "House of Worship in Havana, " Christian
Index, LXV.(December 6, 1888), p. 3* ■ '

5&Diaz to A. D. Adair, Havana, May 28, 1889, Our Hone
Field, II (September, 1889), p. h*
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Molino was later revealed as a spy of the Bishop, while Cova

became a leader of the Baptist movement in Cuba*

The Bishop sent Molino, who was chief priest in the

cathedral and professor in the theological seminary, to hear
Diaz in order to refute his "heresy." He talked with Diaz, Dr*

Tichenor, and other members of the Home Mission Board while they

were visiting in Cuba*  He said that he wanted to follow Christ

and join the Baptist Church*  They thought Molino was sincere*

He made a public profession of faith on July $, 1888, and re­
nounced the Catholic Church*̂  On August 23, Diaz baptized

Dr*  Rus de Molino into the Baptist Church.^ Molino began to

work in the Baptist church and wrote in September to Dr*  Tichenor
offering to help found a seminary*' ’? By November, Molino had

lost the confidence of the Baptist people. The prevalent opinion

among the members of the Baptist church was that he was a spy

sent over to destroy the Baptists. When Molino became a Baptist

he received no attention from the Bishop of Havana. The Bishop

did not excommunicate him or even put him under ban*  After his

expulsion from the Baptist church, the Bishop appointed the Jesuit

Fathers to receive his confession, and placed him in a better posi­
tion than he had held before he became a Baptist*̂®

"Cuba," Our Home Field, I (August, 1888), pp*  6-7*
^®"Cuba," Christian Index, LXV (September 13, 1888), p. 9*
^?Rus de Molino to Tichenor, Havana. September 2, 1888,

Christiaui Index, LXV (October h, 1888), p.
60l. T, Tichenor, "Another Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field,

I (March, 1889),.p*
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On August 26, 1888, Diaz baptized a former Episcopal

minister, J*  V. Cava, who became one of the outstanding Baptist
leaders of Cuba*̂  He was bom in Havana, March 19, 1855*  His

parents provided him with a good education*  At the age of six

he was able to read and his parents placed him in one of Cuba18

best colleges*  Later Cova attended a college directed by Catholic

priests*  Cova protested against the rituals to which he was obliged

to submit there, and ether practices of the Catholic church*  He

said, HI considered the sumptuous luxury with which the images

were decorated, the splendid festivals at their honor, and the

idea of a 'God all spirit, who in spirit must be worshipped,'

and I revolted in my young thought against those practices**

Upon his persistent requests, Cova's parents agreed to take him

out of the school and sent him to a private college*  As Cova

progressed in his studies he increased in his rebellion against

Catholicism*  He studied both Latin and Greek and upon comparison

of the ancient gods with the "revered idols of modem Rome,"

Cova was unable to reconcile the "idolatry of the present times"

with his own scriptural deductions*

Cova's father sent him to study in a college in New York

City*  Because he was associating only with Cuban students and

not learning to speak English, his father transferred him to a

college in Portland, Maine*  After being invited to an Episcopal

Church, he attended regularly*  Cova returned to Cuba when he

ol"News from the Field of the Home Board," Christian Index,
LKV (October 1», 1888), p. h* .



was seventeen years old and graduated from Havana University.

He was not active in church after he left Portland*  Cova stated:

"God was ever to me the fearful Unknown, the darksome Being, who

thundered dreadfully at Sinai, the One who threatened with the

implacable hell." During Lent of 18?2 Cova took a religious

book from his mother's table*  A passage marked in the thirteenth

chapter of John drew his attention*  Cova described his experience

thus:

I read that piece of the gospel through*  I felt my
eyes wet and my tanpies beat with violence*  The God
of the Calvary began to reign in my heart; the heavenly
type of Jesus Christ enraptured me; the Love ye one
another, .the farewells to His apostles, the sadness
of the garden, the slap in the tribunal, the march to
the Golgotha, and the rending cry of the cross, over­
turned my mind, moving it painfully*  The wooden Christ
of the Roman altars fell to the ground in my thought
before the Christ traced by St. John*  From that hour
I knew my Redeemer and became sincerely a Christian*
The ancient God of fear was now the God of mercies *®*

A short time after Cova's experience, Rev*  Baez, a minis­

ter of the Episcopal Church, established work in Cuba*  One of

Cova's friends in the United States had told Baez that Cova had

attended the Episcopal Church in Portland*  When Rev*  Baez came

to Cova and proposed that he aid him in his work, Cova accepted

joyfully in the belief that he aided his country by putting it

from under the religious servitude of the Church of Rome. Cova

then lived at Guanabaooa, six miles from Havana, and by his efforts

and acquaintances, the second Episcopal chapel in the island was

erected there, the first being in Havana*  Four missions were

°2j. V. Cova, "Biography of Cova," Christian Index, LXVI
(March 28, .188?), p*  2. . . . .
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also established at Matanzas, Santiago, and Regia*  The Bishop

of Florida, J*  Freeman Young, came to visit the missions, and

authorized Cava to preach and to perform morning and evening

prayer as a lay-reader, and recommended Cova for holy orders of

his church*  Cova spent a year in theological studies and while
he was preparing for a journey to Florida to be ordained in 1885,

Bishop Young died*  This was a mortal blow for the Episcopal

work in Cuba*  After the Bishop's death no aid cane from Florida

to support the mission and Mr*  Baez, in straits, set out for Key

West, leaving the work under Cova's care until further instruc­

tions arrived*  These never came and the exasperated people

believed themselves abandoned and closed the Episcopal chapels*
Cova then resorted to teaching to support his family*̂

A few months later, Cova saw Rev*  Diaz who had been a
friend and schoolmate of his*  They had a long talk about the
Baptist church and Diaz invited Cova to help him in his labors*

Cova was not well acquainted with the teachings of the Baptist

church and spent time in studying them and their Biblical basis*

Cova described his experience in this way:

As I read over the Scriptures with this object, rays
of light shone for me, and the Christian baptism by
immersion only granted to those who have a knowledge
of what they do, appeared to me by the first time as
the only one consistent with the evangelical prescrip­
tion • • • • By little and little all this easy and
beautiful development of our Baptist fiath showed it­
self clear ani distinct, and I comprised what was so
repugnant to me in the episcopal Church, that the
infants' baptism, the robes of the priests, the formulas

63Ibid*
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and rituals, and the hierarchies of bishops were
merely human aberrations; and I noticed I was at
last at the presence of the true Christ's Church*

When these heavenly truths had roots in my soul,
I went to be received a member of the Havana Baptist
Church, and I was baptized in November of the sameyear.61*

Soon afterwards Cova resolved to become a Baptist minister*

Dr*  Tichenor was in Havana at the time and presided over the

council which examined Cova and declared him apt for the min­
istry of Christ*  His ordination followed*̂  Cova became pastor

of the church at Regia,and was in charge of three other sta­
tions in Havana*  7 He wrote to Tichenor on March h, 188?, that

he was having congregations of five hundred in his tent on Sun­

day night*  Thus Cova became an important wrker in the Baptist
zomovement in Cuba and remained so until his death* 00

In his work in Cuba, Diaz used an American buggy which
the Virginia Baptists gave him,^ and a tent supplied him by the

Home Mission Board, capable of accommodating one thousand persons*
He often distributed Bibles when he held services *70  The Baptists

6^Ibid*

6^Ibid*

66«News from the Field of the Home Board,” Christian
Index, IXV.(October b, 1888), p. b*

°^Cova, loc* cit*
68Cova to Tichenor, Havana, March b, 1889, Christian

Index, LXVI (March 28, 188?), p. 2.
69 • •I. D*  Crawford to J*  S. Hardaway, Havana, January 16,

188?, Our Home Field, I (March, .1889)> pp*  f>-6*
70«cuba, ” Christian Index, IZV (September 13, 1888), p*9*
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had a Christinas party for the children in the Sunday schools
again in 1888, with 2,91h Sunday school children and one hundred

teachers attending the party in the Jane Theatre*  This was 1,1466

more pupils than has attended the year before*

Only a small percentage of the Baptists failed to remain

faithful*  The church maintained a rigid discipline*  When a

member neglected his duty or failed to attend the public wor­

ship services, the church appealed to him to reform*  If the

member failed to reform, expulsion followed*  In the Havana

church of approximately 1,100 members, there had been only five

expulsions*  In Las Puentes there had been but one, and in Vedado

none*  Regia had excluded fifteen, most of them for neglect of

duty in attending church, but this was because they were without
a pastor at the time*?2

In the fall of 1888 a cyclone lasting six hours hit

Cuba*  The storm killed over nine hundred and caused great

misery on the island*  Over twenty-five families among the

Baptist church members were without provisions for two weeks*

A strike of the cigar makers about the same time brought addi­

tional problems to the people, as cigar making was the principal

trade there*  To help alleviate their problems, Diaz took thirty-

7^-Diaz to Tichenor, Havana, December 26, 1888, Christian
Index, LXVI (January 10, 1889), p*  $»

^I*  T*  Tichenor, "What of Cuba, ■ Christian Index, LXVT
(March 7, 1889), p*  h*
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four dollars from the cemetery fund to distribute provisions
among the Baptist families in need*?3

During this time the Baptists in Cuba seemed to be

reaching more people from the upper classes*  A visitor in Cuba

described the audience in Diaz's church on Sunday night as "well-
dressed, intelligent looking people* "7^ Tichenor was in Cuba

for three weeks in the spring of 1889 and said of his stay,

"While in Havana, I conversed freely with many in high social

positions; lawyers, physicians, bankers, merchants, editors—

maqy of whom did not hesitate to confess their sympathy with

our cause, and their readiness to give it their active coopera-*
tion* “75 The members of some of the best fanilies were visiting

the Baptist places of worship*  A Marquis of Spain was attending

the Baptist worship*  He read his Bible and his daughters learned

the hymns used in the churches*  They expressed their intention
of being regular members of the Baptist congregation*?"  Another

visitor to Cuba described the audience in a Baptist tent one
night as being a variety of colors, ages, and sizes*??

?3pfaz to Tichenor, Havana, September 111, 1888, "Corres­
pondence from Havana," Christian Index, LXV (October 11, 1888), p. 2*

^TT*  D*  Crawford to J*  S. Hardaway, Havana, January 16,
1889, Our Home Field, I (March, 1889), pp*  5-6*  •

?<C*  T. Tichenor, "Another Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field,
I (March, 1889), p  $• . .*

7^1*  T. Tichenor, "What of Cuba," Christian Index, LXVI
(March 7, 1889), p*  h* ...

??Letter, Mrs. Sallie Rochester Ford, Havana, n.d*,  "Cuba,"
Our Home Field, I (April, 1889), p*  6*
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In its annual report to the Southern Baptist Convention

in May, 1889, the Horae Mission Board reported remarkable progress
in Cuba during the past year.?® There were twenty missionaries

in Cuba who maintained seven churches and twenty other stations

with a total membership of 1,h93« There had been three hundred

baptisms*  A total of twenty-six Sunday schools were in operation
with 2,228 teachers and pupils. The people gave $2,2^.70.79

The Cuban cemeteries had taken in $6,hll.J?0 but had spent
$6,3h£»31 for improvements and maintenance.®®

In the Convention year, May, 1889, to May, 1890, there

was only one example of attempted persecution, as compared with
many difficulties the year before.®^ A tramp kidnapped Diaz's

child, but Diaz was able to catch him before he got away. After

taking the man to the police station, Diaz learned that the

tramp had been sent by a priest to steal the child and send it

to Europe. He was then to write Diaz that if he would leave
Cuba he could have his child.®?

The cemetery remained open and many were buried there.

When the family of a man of importance buried him there, five

7®Proceedings, 1889, p. xlii.

79pbid., p. xliii.

®®Ibid., pp. liv—lv.

®^Report of the Southern Baptist Convention, Ft. Worth,
May 9, 1890, in Christian Index, LXVII (May 22, 1890), p. 1.

®?A. J. Diaz, Report given at North Carolina State Bap­
tist Convention, Christian Index, LXVI (November 28, 1889), p. 8.
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thousand people attended the funeral*  The reception the Baptists

gave these predominantly Catholic visitors pleased them, and the
papers spoke highly of the Baptist cemetery* * 8^

The Baptists organized seven central missions in Havana,

one in each of the city's seven districts, in an effort to reach

its 250,000 residents*  The missions held a general meeting each

month and presented records of those baptized*  They also had a

common treasury for the deposit of funds to help each mission as
needed* 8^

. Rev*  O'Halloran opened a new mission in Cerro and on
August 29, 1889, he baptized twenty-two candidates and received

ten more*  Interest and enthusiasm prevailed in this new mission*

The converts there demonstrated zeal, ardor, a thirst for spiritual

food and advancement in their Christian lives*  They rejoiced in
the new life they had found and attended services regularly*  8->

The Baptists of Cuba started their first country church

in San Miguel*  San Miguel was the old home of Rev*  Bueno, one

of the Baptist missionaries. A man living there asked Bueno to

visit his old home and preach to the people*  He did so, and re­

ceived a second invitation*  This time almost the entire town

came out to hear him*  When the people asked him to stay, Bueno

agreed*  He rented a house and in it had a school of about fifty

8^Diaz to J. William Jones, Havana, September ?, 1889,
Christian Index, LXV1 (October 10, 1889), p*  h*

8^Ibid*

8^ibid.
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students, He and his wife also taught two night schools, one for

the women and one for the men*  A crowd of one hundred gathered

to hear Dr*  Tichenor preach in San Miguel on a week-day at four
ozo'clock in the afternoon* 00 The church in San Miguel received

donations of two portions of land, one for a church and another

for a cemetery*  A new candidate for baptism gave the land for
the cemetery.®?

The Baptists built a new church for their Neptune Street
Mission in Havana*  The cost of this building was between five

and six hundred dollars*  The church was unpretentious, but com­

fortable and pretty*  It was nine yards wide by eighteen yards

long, with two -«?n al 1. rooms on each side of the baptistry, which

was located in the center of one end of the church*  The church

had a secure roof but no sides, making it cool in the summer*

It had sailcloth curtains to let down for windy or rainy weather*

At the dedication seven hundred people gathered inside and another
two hundred outside*  Rev. Perez brought the dedication sermon*®®

Near the close of 1889 examinations were given the Sunday

school pupils to ascertain the advancement of the children during

the year*  The churches gave the children medals and bands according

8^1. T*  Tichenor, "In Cuba," Our Home Field, II (March,
1890), pp*. 1-2. .

87 ✓'Letter, Diaz, Havana, February 6, 1890, Christian Index,
LXVII (March 6, 1890), p*  13*
* • • 88°Dxaz to J*  Wi Hi am Jones, Havana, September 13, 1889,
Our Home *ield,  H (November, 1889), p*  2*
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to their advancement.®^ On Christmas Jay the annual party was

held for the Sunday school children with refreshments, presents,
and a Christmas tree*  About 3, bOO people were present.90

Rev*  J*  V*  Cova, interested in improving Cuban Sunday

schools, asked for the Kind Words Series of literature, printed

by the Home Mission Board for use in Baptist Sunday schools*  He
wanted to translate them for the use of the Cuban children*̂

The Baptists continued their day schools in Cuba*  Mr*
J*  C*  McMichael, business manager of the Christian Index, attended

a public examination of the pupils of these schools*  The best

pupils from the classes were selected, and given their examina­

tions before a crowded room*  The teachers and pupils were dressed

in white*  The teachers asked the pupils about the island of Cuba,

and its history*  There were exercises in grammar, writing, elocu­

tion, geography, arithmetic, geometry. The pupils answered ques­

tions on religion, repeated passages of the Bible, described the

books—telling why the different books were written and to whom

they were addressed—and giving them in order from Genesis to
92Revelations. AH the pupils sang "Come to Jesus," in English.z

^Letter, Diaz, Havana, February 6, 1890, Christian Index,
LXVII (March 6, 1890), p. 13*

^Diaz to J*  Wi 11i am Jones, Havana, January 1, 1890, Our
Home Field, II (February, 1890), p. 2*

^Cova to Tichenor, Havana, August 1$, 1889, Our Home Field,
II (October, 1889), p  2* *

92J. C. McMichael, "A Jaunt to Cuba," Christian Index,
LKVII (May 1, 1890), p. 6. .
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While in Cuba, Mr. McMichael observed that Diaz was a

family physician to his people as well as their pastor.93 Diaz

reported that he was attending his church members, as they were

too destitute to procure medical aid*  He had also assisted several

who only attended his church and by that means was able to talk to

them about salvation and thus some were converted*  Diaz desired
to open a Baptist hospital in Havana*?**

Rev*  Mr*  Ransom, a Methodist Missionary in Havana, wrote

to the Standard Methodist, the Methodist paper of Illinois, charg­

ing that Diaz was guilty of trying to proselyte the Methodists of

Cuba*  Diaz answered this charge, statipg that he only knew two

Methodists in Cuba, Mr*  Ransom and Moya*  Diaz also declared:

I am a Baptist by choice and conviction, consequently
it is impossible for me to recognize as true any other
-religion in this world except Baptists, as we under­
stand it, because we go according to the Bible*  The
Holy Scripture mentions only 'one Lord, one Faith, one
Baptism' (by immersion), and as I have a mission from
my Master, and those being my convictions, I consider
it my duty to proselyte every person not belonging to
the Baptist church, whether Methodist, Episcopal, orany other sect*?^

In its annual report to the Southern Baptist Convention

in May, 1890, the Home Mission Board stated: "The religious

interest in this island continues unabated. There were

?3Ibid*
?hoiaz to J. William Jones, Havana, March 17, 1890, Our

Home Field, II (May, 1890), p*  1*
^Letter, Diaz to editor, August 9, 1889. "Brother Diaz on

Proselyting'," Our Home Field, II (Septanber, 1889), p*  !>•
"Forty-Fifth Annual Report of the Heme Mission Board,"

Proceedings, 1890, p. iv»
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twenty-one missionaries working in Cuba and a total membership

of more than 1,700. The average attendance in the daily schools

was seven hundred. There were more than two thousand in Sunday

schools. Twenty young men were preparing for the ministry and

it had become necessary to organize a school for their instruc­

tion. It was felt that the needs of the work included a high
school for girls and a printing press.^7 The Cubans had given

$2,200.20 and received from their cemeteries at Havana, Regia,
and Neptune Church $h,l?1.36. The missionaries received $6,663*55
in salaries.98

97Ibid.
^Ibid., pp. xiv-xvi.



CHAPTER III

EXPANSION AND OPPOSITION, 1890-1892

On Wednesday night, June 2J?, 1890, Rev. Alberto J. Diaz

went with Rev. Angel Godenas to ths services of the Baptist church

in Guanabacoa which met in the home of the pastor, the Rev. Nr.
Desiderio Herrera. The Baptists had held services there since
November 20, 1889.^ Diaz preached to a congregation of about

four hundred persons. At the conclusion of his sermon the police

interrupted the service and arrested Diaz in the name of the mayor

Six police and three wardens conducted Diaz, Godenas, and Herrera
to the courthouse, ^he mayor accused Diaz of disobeying his

authority by holding the meeting. Diaz pointed out that he had

not broken the law for the building had been granted legal status

as a. chapel. The mayor expressed surprise and stated that no

one had a notice of opening the chapel. Nr. Herrera, owner of

the house and missionary in charge of the chapel, said that on

November 20, 1889, he had placed a notice in the hands of the

judge of the district, Mr. Andres Valenzuela. The recorder and

inspector of the municipality told the mayor that he saw the

notice when it was presented. Then Mr. Canales, secretary of

that ward, stated that he received the notice and recorded it in

^Diaz to Tichenor, n.d«, Christian Index, LXVII (July 10.
1890), p. 8. 
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the registry of that ward, then referred it to the municipality*

The mayor ordered that the notice by located in the registry,

but it was not found under the date specified*  The mayor then

had the police put the three preachers in the public prison at
two o'clock a.m.2

One thousand people surrounded the prison determined to

have the Baptist ministers released*  The officers had Diaz appear

on the balcony to pacify the people*  Diaz felt that he could have

had a revolution from that moment had he desired*  Nineteen hours
after the imprisonment the officials found the original notice*

in the records of the courthouse filed under the date of February 19,

1890, instead of the date Herrera had presented the notice*  The

notice read as follows:

BAPTIST CHURCH

With this date services of this Church begin in
Bertematy St*  38, which I have the honor of giving
notice according to law*

P. Desfderio Herrera
20 of Nov., 18894

After twenty-six hours of imprisonment the authorities

notified the Baptists of their formal imprisonment based on the

plea that Mr*  Herrera had not mentioned who was pastor, rector,

or person in charge, not understanding that the "P" preceding

^Dxaz to Consul-General Williams, Havana, June 27, 1890,
"The Recent Imprisonment of our Missionaries in Guanabacoa,"
Our Home Field, III (September, 1890), pp*  1-2*

•Tiaz to Tichenor, n«d», Christian Index, LXVII (July 10,
1890), p. 8. ---------“

^Diaz to Williams, Havana, June 27, 1890, "The Recent
Imprisonment of our Missionaries in Guanabacoa," Our Home Field,
III (September, 1890), pp  1-2* *
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the name stood for pastor*  The three Baptist preachers stayed

in jail fifty hours until someone paid their bail of four hundred
dollars each.^

Many of the Havana newspapers, such as Tribune, Discussion,

and La Lucha, reported the arrest of the missionaries at Guanabacoa

The Tribune stated:
The town is indignant with the conduct of the mayor! 1

of the liberal partyin
And we ask, what crime may these missionaries have

committed to have employed such disgraceful means with
them? After having paraded them back and forth from
the mayor's office to the judge's until two o'clock
A*  M», when they were thrown into prison.

May it be the influence of the Monks of the con­
vent of San Francisco?

Do they fear lest they take away the income they
have?®

La Lucha pointed out:

It seems that the clerical element in Guanabacoa
desires to perpetuate the impossible, as if it were
possible to close heaven with one finger.

It is scarcely credible that the authorities
should uphold what this element dictates, without
regarding the fundamental laws of the country, which
grant liberty of conscience to the citizens.'

The paper continued, criticizing the mayor for breaking up the

Baptist meeting:

Now, what reason had Mr. Goixy, mayor of the liberal
party, of Guanabacoa for dispersing such a peaceable
meeting? Did he not know, as it officially appears
from the proceedings, that the house, No. 38 Bertimati
street, is a regular Baptist temple since Nov. 20, 1889,
that the registry folio 53 states that on Nov. 20, 1889,

^Ibid.

®"The Havana Press on the Arrest of our Missionaries,1*
Our Home Field, II (August, 1890), pp. 2-3.

7Ibid.
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that notice was sent to the office of the municipality,
that Mr. Herrera had established the Baptist Church in
his house for the purpose of holding religious meetings*

If the house at 38 Bertimati street has already been
dedicated as a temple for some sect, it is difficult
to comprehend how Mr*  Goiry could forget it, and occa­
sion the commotion that occurred last night in Guanabacoa,
placing us in a very ridiculous light in the eyes of
strangers, and that caused by a Mayor of the liberal
party*  The most intolerant retrograde mayor would not
have done any worse* ”

La Lucha also told of how Mr*  Goiry suspended a meeting at the

Workmens' Club and prevented Mr*  Francisco Arriaga from preach­

ing, even though they had complied with the requirements of the

law in regard to public meetings Arriaga was a converted priest
who became a Baptist*̂  The Guanabacoa paper La Bat alia also pro­

tested the action of the mayor in relation to the Baptists

Upon learning of the arrest and imprisonment of the three

Baptist missionaries the officers of the Home Mission Board imme­

diately telegraphed Mr*  James G*  Blaine of the U. S. State Depart­

ment. Governor Joseph E*  Brown of Georgia also sent an urgent

dispatch to the State Department*  The Senate asked for all the

papers in regard to the case*  Consul-General Ramon 0*  Williams

sent a dispatch that stated that the missionaries were arrested

for non-compliance with the law governing public meetings*  The

8Ibid*

9Ibid*

lOn^he Recent Imprisonment of our Missionaries in Guanabacoa,n
Our Home Field, III (September, 1890), pp*  1-3*

^•Letter, Cova, Havana, July 26, 1890, Our Home Field, IH
(September, 1890), p*  3» 
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Home Mission Board was disturbed because the Consul had accepted

the Cuban government's explanation without conferring with Diaz,

an American citizen, to hear his statement*  The reply sent to

the Consul by Alvey A. Adee, Acting Secretary of State, follows:

Department of State
Washington, July 12, 1890

Sir—A letter has been received at the Department fron
Rev*  A*  J*  Diaz, dated July 1st, in regard to his impri­
sonment, and Mr*  Diaz reports that a similar letter has
been addressed to you*  The letter sets forth facts,
which, if confirmed, tend to show that Mr*  Diaz, as
well as the other two missionaries, has suffered need­
less arrest and imprisonment, since steps had been
taken in good faith to legalize the services*  You willplease use every effort to elicit the exact facts*1?

The Consul-General still did nothing*  How the Home Mission Board

felt about government help in matters of this kind was stated in 

its magazine:

We will only add that the Board proposes to push this
case and that we desire the help of our friends, and
the friends of justice everywhere in bringing such
influence to bear on the State Department as will
secure the establishment of the principle that our
missionaries, who are doing business in Cuba for a
corporation representing a million and a half of
American citizens are entitled to just as much pro­
tection as other American citizens engaged in the
business of buying sugar or making cigars—that as
long as they keep within the pale of the law they
shall be exempt from the outrages that have been
heaped upon them—and that this great AmericanRepublic will see that this principle is enforced. ’

l^Henry McDonald, editorial, Christian Index, LXVII
(September. 1, 1890), p*  9» ....

13nrhe Recent Imprisonment of our Missionaries in
Guanabacoa*  !*  Our Home Field, III (September, 1890), pp. 1-3*
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In the early spring of 1891 the Cuban courts withdrew

the charges against the three Baptist missionaries*  The court

stated that the charges had been sufficiently investigated to

show that the missionaries were not guilty*  On request of the
Attorney General the court suspended the case unconditionally*̂

The persecution had strengthened the appeal of the Baptists

in Cuba*  Dxaz wrote in July:

Our church does not suffer in the least from our
persecutions and disgraceful treatment; on the contrary
it seems to take a fresh impulse*  It impresses the
public in our favor and had attracted much attention
towards us that is proving beneficial as all are indig­
nant with the treatment we have received*  which is
universally considered both unjust and criminal*

Even this week a Catholic paper has been thrown
from door to door insulting the protestants and abusing
them most shamefully*  to injure us*  and the consequence
is that people flock in to our meetings to see the
Baptists*  the cause of so much disturbance*  excite­ment and scandal*  5

Dr*  Tichenor said of the persecution after his trip to Cuba in

November*  1890;

The heavy trials through which they are passing
serve but to confirm their faith and make them more
devoted to the Master's cause*  When I expressed to
Bro*  Godenas*  who was imprisoned with Bro*  Diaz*  my
sympathy with him in his suffering he replied*  'I
never was so happy as when in prison*  It confirmed
my faith and brought me nearer the Savior than I had
ever been before*  I sometimes wish myself back, in
jail that I might enjoy the reviving influences thatI felt while there*•16

^■^"The Latest from Cuba," Our Home Field, III (April*
1891), p. h*

l^Diaz to Tichenor*  Havana*  July 22*  1890, Our Home
Field*  III (September*  1890), p*  2*

^°I*  t. Tichenor*  "Work in Cuba," Christian Index*
LXVII (November 13*  1890), .p*  12.
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The government, however, began a more strict regulation

of Baptist places of worship* * A permanent inspector was appointed

to examine all Baptist churches and places where the Baptists

worshipped*  If a room was large enough for only twenty persons

and the inspector found twenty-four, he could stop the meeting;

he could likewise stop a meeting if there was not good ventilation,

Cova gave notification to the Civil Governor of Havana of the

opening of a weekly service in a suburb*  The government ordered

Cova not to admit more than fifty persons, because the admission

of more would be contrary to the law of public hygiene*  Cova

said of this order:

That is a mere pretense, founded on a petty law;
the hall in question is of one hundred persons
capacity, but they are so in ability to stop our
services there, if they find I accept more than
fifty persons in*  That is the result of the hiddenwork of the priests to stop our progress*!®

An officer went to see Cova and assured him that he might be

careless about the prohibition for he would be the only officer

who would state the number of attendants, and he would not care

about it*  At the same time this man's wife expressed a desire
to attend a service of the Baptist church.!?

Francisco Arriaga, the converted Catholic priest, becane

important in the Baptist ministry in Cuba. He was a man of fine

!Tot£az to Tichenor, Havana, July 26, 1890, Our Home Field,
IH (September, 1890), pp*  2-3*
• - • -J Q

xoLetter, Cova, Havana, December 22, 1890, Christian
Index, LXVTII (January 1£, 1891), p*  2*

!?Ibid.

17
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scholarship and an eloquent speaker*  His greatest power lay

in the facile use of his pen*  Possessing the use of the liberal

press for his writings, an intimate acquaintance with all the

errors and corruptions of the Catholic church, a "love of the

truth that has made him free," he poured upon the ecclesiastical

hierarchy "the most scathing denunciations of its crimes against

humanity and the most fearless exposure of its soul-destroying

errors•" The only way the hierarchy could deal with him was to
ask the civil authority to come to their aid*  On October 28,

1890, the civil authorities arrested Arriaga on the charge of

having defamed the Bishop of Puerto Hico*  This charge, Tichenor

felt, had no foundation and the authorities only wanted a pre­

text for his arrest*  Tichenor feared he would be found guilty

and banished from the island*

While Arriaga was in prison Spanish soldiers guarded

him* The first night he was there the lieutenant commanding the

guard said to him; "I sleep in this room adjoining yours*  If

you need anything tonight call me*  I will gladly serve you*

I am a Baptist as you are*  Pastor Diaz baptized me*"  This

astonished Arriaga and made him suspicious*  He feared the man

was seeking to win his confidence and take advantage of him*

After questioning the lieutenant, Arriaga concluded he was sin­

cere*  The next day the officer told the stoiy of his conversion:

A friend of mine said he lost a member of his family.
They were very poor, too poor to pay the heavy funeral

2^1*  T. Tichenor, "Work in Cuba," Christian Index, LXVII
(November 13, 1890), p*  12*
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expenses*  So two or three of us who felt interested
in them, collected a small amount of money for this
purpose*  With this we went to the priest of the
parish*  We found him at his church preaching a sermon
on charity*  We thought we had come at the very time
to secure our object*  When he finished his services
we approached him, told the sad story of the helpless
condition of the mourning family, offered him the money
we had collected and asked him to accept it in payment
of the funeral expenses*  As it was not the full amount
usually charged he refused*  We were indignant and dis­
gusted with a man who could preach charity but would
not practice it*  As we walked away one of our number
said, ‘Let us go and see these Baptist people*  They
say that they are good people and they may help us* 1
So we found one of these Baptist fathers and told him
our story*  'How much have you collected?' said he*
'About ten dollars,' we replied*  'Keep that and give
it to the family to buy something they may need, I
will attend to the funeral,' said the Baptist father*

The next morning I went to the house. I found
everything had been done*  A nice coffin and all the
preparation for a genteel funeral*  These Baptists
must be a good people, I said to myself*  I will go
and hear this Baptist Father preach*  So I went*  I
liked his words*  ‘ I liked his worship*  I went again
and again until I felt in my heart the truth he spoke
and I was forgiven my sins and trusted in Christ as
my Savior*  i'hen Bro*  Diaz baptized me*  So I am a
Baptist as you are—we are brothers.21

The Bishop of Havana made a trip to Madrid to have the

Baptist cemeteries closed and put an end to the Baptist services*

The Spanish government answered him that it was not possible to

deprive the people of the religious beliefs they preferred and

that the Baptist cemetery was legally granted by the supreme
law of the State*  The colonial minister added: "Well, I think

you have in your hand the suppression of the Baptist cemetexy*

Announce burials in your own burying place free for the people,

and everybody will run to it; but it is not in the mind of the

21^. ,Tbid*
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Government to violate any of the religious liberties enjoyed by
the people* ” The Bishop returned from Spain disappointed and
enraged*  22

After a visit to Cuba in November, Dr*  Tichenor gave a

description of some of the missionaries and an evaluation of their

work*  .Brother Perez was in charge of the Neptune Street congrega­

tion. He was most scholarly and perhaps least magnetic of the

preachers*  His congregation was not as large as some others, but

he was doing good work*  Brother O'Halloran was at Las Puentes

where he had a congregation of nearly one hundred members, a

good school and Sunday school*  He was earnest and untiring in

his efforts, and a majority of the people of that city were in

sympathy with the cause he advocated*  Brother Bueno was making

progress at San Miguel*  The church there had a cemetery and
was building a house of worship*  The Catholic priest had aban­

doned the Catholic church and had espoused the Baptist cause*

Brother Godenas in Regia had good congregations at three sta­

tions but complained that the people did not profess faith fast

enough to meet his earnest desires*  The work at Guanabacoa had

suffered some because of the persecutions to which the people

there had been subjected*  The congregation was in a formative

state when the imprisonment of the missionaries had occurred*

The want of a good place to worship and of a settled pastor had

prevented the Baptists from taking full advantage of the public

sympathy which the arrests of the missionaries had created*

22Letter, Cova, Havana, December 22, 1890, Christian
Index, LXVIII (January 15, 1891), p*  2*
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The Baptists had planned for Arriaga to take this post but he

possibly would be banished*  Brother Cova in the Pilar district

was doing admirable work*  His congregations were large and his
efforts were being blessed*̂  Cova had reported in September

that he was baptizing at the rate of three to four every week

and his congregation numbered about one hundred*The  con­

gregations at Gethsemane Baptist Church were always good and
sometimes when Diaz preached on some controverted point or
had some extraordinary attraction they were very large* 25

While Dr*  Tichenor was in Cuba, he had a visit from the

Bev*  Mr*  McKim, a Presbyterian minister who was the agent of the

American Bible Society for Cuba*  Mr*  Me Kim had been in Cuba

six years and had traveled all over the island*  He spoke in

highest terms of Bro*  Diaz and of the Baptist work in Cuba and

unsolicited gave Dr*  Tichenor "the most gratifying assurances

of the great good" which the Cuban Baptists were accomplishing*

He felt the purchase of the house of worship in Havana was of
. . 26great importance*
The Havana church was dedicated Februaiy 15, 18?1*̂

231. T. Tichenor, "Work in Cuba," Christian Index, LXVII
(November 13, 1890), p. 12*

Z^Cova to Jones, Havana, September 9, 1890, Our Herne Field
III (October, 1890), p. 2.

25 „I*  T*  Tichenor, "Work in Cuba, ■ Christian Index, LXVII
(November 13, 1890), p*  12*

26Ibid*

27"Forty-Sixth Annual Report of the Heme Mission Board,"
Proceedings, 1891, p*  xxxvi*
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The purchase of the theatre made an excellent impression on the

people of Cuba and gave impetus to the work in Havana. The

enemies of the Baptists had spread the word that they were in­

truders and adventurers without money and strength. The buying

of the theatre served as a complete disavowal of their sayings. °

A Methodist businessman attended the dedication and praised the

buying of this theatre. He felt the missions of his own denomina­
tion needed their own houses of worship. ??

There were several universities and schools in Cuba for

those who could pay, but the education of the poorer classes was
neglected.30 Many from the poorer classes attended the Baptist

schools. Cova told of these pupils coming to his school at Pilar,

many barefooted, or covered with extravagant clothes of grown

persons, too long for them, and some girls wore men's shoes and
garments of their mothers.^ But Cova, because he could not

afford to pay more teachers, had to refuse admission to some
poor children who sought to attend the free Baptist school.32

^^Letter, Cova, Havana, December 22, 1890, Christian
Index, LXVIII (January 15, 1891), p. 2.

29 • •Letter, G. W. Argabrite, n.d., Religious Herald,
reprinted in Our Home Field, III (April, 1891), p. 2.

30,rW. M. S. Cuban Catechism," Christian Index, LXVTH
(January 15, 1891), p. 5*

3-kjova to Jones, Havana, September 9, 1890, Our Home
Field, III (October, 1890), p. 2.

^Letter, Cova, Havana, n.d., Christian Index, LXVII
(May 22, 1890), p. 12.
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In its annual report to the Southern Baptist Convention in May,
1891, the Home Mission Board reported an average attendance of
626 in the daily schools of Cuba.33 At the convention the com­

mittee on Cuban work reported the need for a girls*  school for

the high school age daughters of Baptists and others as well to

be properly educated without being compelled to attend the convents

Arrangements were being perfected to rent a suitable building and

the Southern Baptist women were providing for the support of the
girls. The rents from the stores and residences connected with
the theatre were to be used to provide for the other expenses»3h

In its annual report to the Convention, the Board gave a
summary of the past year's work in Cuba, There were six churches

and seventeen other mission stations supplied with twenty-two
missionaries, The total membership was 1,917 with 210 baptisms

reported in the past year. The Cuban Baptists gave offerings

of two thousand dollars. There were three church buildings and

three cemeteries, one each at San Miguel, Guanabacoa, and Havana,
with h,139 buried in these cemeteries.35

In the convention year 1891-1892, the Cuban Baptists

faced more trouble from the Catholics regarding the Baptist

cemetery. The priests obtained the names of families that had

relatives buried in the Baptist cemetery and went to see them.

^^proceedings, 1891, p. xxvii.

3^Ibid., p. 28.

35jbid., pp. xxxiii, xxxvii.
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They were able to frighten over eighty families into transfer­

ring the remains of their dead relatives from the Baptist cemeteiy
to the Catholic one*  The priests then announced through the

pulpit and press that the Baptist cemetery would be closed and

as proof in a few days relatives would transfer eighty remains
to the Catholic cemetery*  Diaz received seventy-five petitions

at once to have the remains tr a referred to the Catholic cemetery*
He refused to allow the removal*  The priests protested to the

government and consulted with the royal administration, which
ruled that the bodies could be exhumed from the Baptist cemeteiy*

When in the Senate in Madrid Senator Senor Candido Nocedal asked

the colonial minister, Senor Fabie, if the government tolerated
the burial of Catholic people in the Baptist cemetery, he replied

that he was not sure but would investigate and if it was occur­
ring would give orders for it to end immediately*  Diaz felt

this had all been planned by the Bishop beforehand*  He desired

an American Consul who would protect the rights of American
citizens*36

A man who was a member of Cova's church died, and his

wife gave Cova charge of the funeral arrangements*  A priest
went to the man1 s house and tried to take him away. Cova called

witnesses who professed that the man was a Baptist and the priest

left in a storm, going to the police station to file a complaint.

The burial took place without further incident*  Four days later

^^Diaz to Tichenor, July lh, 1891, Our Home Field, IV
(September, 1891), p*  3*
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the district court called Cova, along with members of the dead

man’s family, and charged them with usurpation of rights and
falsehood*  ^he priest and his lawyer were also at the court*

After hearing the testimony of both sides, the court ruled:

(1) that the priest had no right to claim the dead man who was

a Baptist; (2) the priest had no proof that the man was a mem­

ber of his church; (3) that the priest was guilty of coercion,

having tried to take the corpse against the will of the family;
(4) the priest was guilty also of having menaced the Baptist

pastor and the dead man’s family*  The court pronounced the
priest guilty and fined him fifty dollars plus expenses*̂?

Cova pointed out that the Catholics were preaching

against the Protestants*  The Catholics preached that Protes­

tants did not believe in God, hated and despised the Holy Mother

of God, did not believe in books written by men referring to the
Bible, and that all sprang from the Catholic church* 3° The

Catholics also sent old persons from house to house to discredit

the Baptists, and sent children to cry out during Baptist ser­
vices and to throw stones at the departing congregations*39

Cova stated that despite this persecution, many Cubans
preferred the Baptist churches, for they considered the Catholic

3?Letter, Cova, Havana, October 16, 1891, Our Home Field,
TV (November, 1891), p*  1*

30Cova to Editor, August 6, 1891, Our Home Field, IV
(September, 1891), p*  3*

^Letter, Cova, Havana, June 28, 1892, Our Home Field,
IV (August, 1892), p. 1*
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church as a great political body, powerful for its alliance with

the Spanish government, but not as a religion*  The Catholic
church was to them a spiritual oppressor and Catholicism the

religion of their conquerors. Many of the Cubans called it the
"Spanish Church. ”^0 According to Cova the Catholics imported

most of their priests from Spain, the great majority of whom

were so ignorant they could hardly write and never preached*
Their whole religious service was to repeat or sing the Latin
mass, which the people did not understand*̂  Cova asserted that

the priests had bad reputations and were synonyms of hypocrisy
and grasping.^2 They had caused many scandals by grasping large

sums of money at the bedside of dying persons, and by sensual

impurities, drunkenness and other vices*  The Cubans, Cova

pointed out, liked the simplicity of the Baptist meetings.
Moreover, Baptists had a reputation of being noble and honest
people that required no money to administer ordinances and did
not pretend to abuse the people, but rather did them good. “3

A number of towns outside Havana requested that Baptist

work be established*  Trinidad, a town in the central part of

^Cova to Editor, January 12, 1892, Christian Index, LXIX
(January 28, 1892), p*  2*

^•Letter, Cova, n.d., Christian Index, LXIX (December 8,
1892), p. $•

k^cova to Editor, Havana, January 12, 1892, Christian
Index, LX1X (January 28, 1892), p. 2.

h3Letter, Cova, n.d., Christian Index, LXIX (December 8,
1892), p*
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the island surrounded by sugar plantations, had read of the

Baptists in the newspapers and desired Baptist work be opened

there*  Puerto Principe and Santiago de Cuba, towns with many

well educated people and people who had visited the United States,

asked Diaz to establish work there*  Also Santa Domingo, Bermeja,

Union de Reyes, Colon, Jovellanos, Cardenas, and ^acagua requested
work be established*̂

There were other needs in the work in Havana also*  Cova

reported the need of a chapel with a seating capacity of three

hundred and two rooms for the school*  His present meeting place

seated l£0 persons but there was a low roof and on the hot days

the audience almost suffocated*  Many were afraid to cane because
of ventilation, so important in that climate, being so poor*  1*5

Miss Gertrude Joerg, an American lady who lived in Havana and

attended the Baptist church, also spoke of the need for better

places cf worship*  All the meeting places besides the theatre

accommodating the Gethsemane Church were not cool, comfortable,

or large enough*  Congregations met in small, out of the way

places in portions of the city where there was no shade or pro­

tection from the sun*  The law required them to keep the doors

closed or place screens before them lest the people be tempted to

^Diaz to Tichenor, Havana, July 1$, 1891, Our Home Field,
III (August, 1891), p*  7.

hpcova to Editor, Havana, January 12, 1892, Christian
Index, LXIX (January 28, 1892), p. 2.
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look in and perhaps became interested in what they saw and
heard*  1*6

In his letter of April 23, 1892, Diaz reported having

larger crowds in his church*  For the last three months the
attendance had averaged a thousand*  When he delivered lec­

tures with his "magic lantern" he sometimes had more than two

thousand in attendance*  He expressed the need for more workers,
missionaries, and money to carry out the work*  He desired two
American missionaries who could speak Spanish*̂?

In the Convention year 1891-1892, the Baptists opened

a girls' school in Havana*  The school had ninety-two pupils
with ten of them being boarders*  The cost to the boarders was
twelve dollars a month*  ^he school occupied one-fourth of the

theatre*  Diaz, his wife, his mother, his sister Minnie, and
Miss Julia Lozano taught in the school* '48 in 1892 another

sister, Coltilde Diaz, began working in the girls' school*

She had attended school in La Grange, Georgia, while living

with a professor Cox and his wife there*The  school curri­

culum included reading, writing, spelling, geography, arithmetic,

^Gertrude Joerg, "The Cuban Mission," Christian Index,
T.XDC (June 30, 1892), p*  $• Miss Joerg read this before the
annual meeting of the Woman's Missionary Union in Atlanta, May 6,
1892.

^7j)iaz to Tichenor, Havana, April 23, 1892, Christian
Index, LXIX (February 18, 1892), p*  13*

^®Diaz to Tichenor, Havana, January 20, 1892, Christian
Index, LXIX (February 18, 1892), p. 13*

^Letter, Diaz, Havana, July 25, 1892, Christian Index,
LXIX (December 1, 1892), p*  5*
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geometry, English, Spanish, Bible, music, sewing, and type­

writing. A man in Havana contributed five hundred dollars to
buy sewing machines for the school.^ Diaz requested an American
teacher to teach in the girls*  school and to manage the boarders.^

The report of the Cuban mission at the meeting of the

Southern Baptist Convention in May, 1892, showed there were 2,097

members of the Cuban Baptist churches. Baptisms had numbered
IdO during the past year and the Cubans had contributed $2,h00.

The report listed four reasons for the success of the mission
in Cuba. One was the ability and good work of Diaz. Another

was the consecration of the native Christians. A third was

the purchase of the Havana house of worship which had gained

for the Baptists the confidence of the people, for it made

them feel the Baptists had come to stay. The fourth reason
was the Statist cemetery.52 The Home Mission Board felt it

was time for an enlargement of the work in Cuba as the whole

island seemed to be open for the gospel. Tentative plans were

made to open a new mission outside Havana under the leadership

of a missionary from the United States within the next year.

The school for girls had strengthened the relations of the

-’<“>Diaz to Tichenor, Havana, January 20, 1892, Christian
Index, LXIX (February 18, 1892), p. 13.

^Diaz to Tichenor, Havana, april 23, 1892, Christian
Index, LXIX (May 5, 1892), p. 1.

^Proceedings, 1892, p. h3«
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Baptists with the better classes of Havana*  Many important

families were reluctant to place their daughters in the Catholic

schools, and they were highly gratified at the prospect of

having good educational advantages for them without sending them
abroad*  The school had one hundred pupils.53

£3 "Forty-Seventh Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Proceedings, 18?2, p. iii.



CHAPTER IV
REVOLUTION AND TEMPORARZ DECLINE, 1892-1896

On December 3, 1892, Dr*  Tichenor went to Cuba to make

the final payment on the Jane Theatre and to inspect the mission

work*  He visited the Neptine Street mission which had been

moved to other quarters neither as nice nor as large as its

first had been*  O'Halloran was working there at the time and
he and his wife also conducted a school and a Sunday school*

The work was going well in the Pilar district under the leader­

ship of Cova*  Good crowds attended the church on Sunday and one
hundred attended the weekly prayer services • There was an excel­

lent day school there and the Sunday school rivaled in numbers

and interest that of Diaz's church*  The facilities were too

small and larger ones were needed*  The missions at Las Puentes
and San Miguel had both day schools and Sunday schools A

Tichenor visited the Thursday night prayer meeting at
Diaz's church where three hundred were in attendance*  He felt

there were more people of the upper classes attending the ser­

vices. Miss Joerg told Dr. Tichenor that some of Cuba's impor-

tant families were attending the Baptist church* 4

^■I*  T. Tichenor, "Matters in Cuba," Christian Index, LUX
(December 22, 1892), p*  h*  Report by Tichenor on his December 3
trip to Cuba*

2lbid.
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Tichenor found that the persecutions of the Baptists

had almost entirely ceased and the authorities were treating

them with a consideration and respect which left them no grounds
for complaint*  The kinder feeling of the government toward the

Baptist work was shown by the fact that the Baptist church pro­

perty was entirely released from taxation, and thus put upon the
same basis as property belonging to the Catholic church.3

The liberals were supporting the Baptist work in Cuba*

The leading paper in Havana, the organ of the liberal Party,
published a "handsome" editorial notice of Dr*  Tichenor1 s going

to Havana to pay the last installment on the house of worship and
spoke in the highest tenns of Brother Diaz and the Baptist mission

in Cuba*  A distinguished lawyer in Havana and leader in the
Liberal Party called to see Tichenor in order to ascertain the

feeling of the people of the United States to the proposed arrange­

ment between England and Spain concerning Cuba, which was agitat­

ing the public mind in Havana. In the interview the lawyer told

Tichenor that the separation of Church and State was a plank in

their Liberal political platform, and that his party had watched

with deepest interest the progress of the Baptist mission work in
Cuba*  It was a practical illustration of their doctrine, and an

object lesson to their people. They had been greatly gratified

at its success, and the happy influence resulting from it*  They

saw its practical working in the betterment of the lives of its

3l*  T. Tichenor, "Matters in Cuba," Christian Index, LXX
(January 12,.1893), P« 7« .



88

members and in the spirit of helpfulness manifested in its

schools, and its attention to the sick and needy*  It was an

organization breathing a spirit of love to man, and a power

exerting itself in the moral and intellectual improvement of

the Cuban people.

A gentleman living in Havana gave Diaz one and a half

acres of land lying at the edge of the city on one of Havana's

best avenues, and immediately in front of the summer palace

of the Captain General, as a site for a hospital for women and
children*  The property was valued at ten thousand dollars*̂

Tichenor discussed six reasons why the Baptist work in

Cuba was making such progress and receiving the sympathy of the

best citizens*  One was the Baptist teaching and type of worship*

He felt the Baptist principles as preached to the people, the

gospel truths taught from the pulpits, the simplicity of the

worship, the voluntary character of every religious act and
every offering, and the way the Baptists administered the ordi­

nances of baptism and the Lord's supper appealed to the people*

Another reason was that the practical results of these teachings

were exemplified in the lives of the members of the Baptist

churches*  Tichenor felt their "consecration to the Master's work,"

and their "untiring efforts to promote it" made them "as a light

in dark places" and "everywhere a power." A third reason was the

outstanding workers in Cuba. Tichenor described Diaz as a man

klbid*

^ibid.
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"of great faith, of untiring zeal, of great physical strength,

capable of a vast amount of work, of remarkable tact, a born

leader of men, a fine physician looking after the poor and neg­

lected of his people, and a preacher of remarkable eloquence

and magnetic power." Cova, O'Halloran, Porta, Bueno, and Cardenas
were also fine workers as consecrated as Diaz. The women workers

were likewise having a great influence.® The Presbyterian col-

porter of the American Bible Society, Rev. McKim, described Cova

as a "very good preacher and laborious and careful student." He

also pointed out that O'Halloran and Porta had improved greatly.'

A fourth reason was the Baptist purchase of a large house of wor­

ship in Havana. The Cuban people were greatly influenced by

appearances for their religion had been one of show. They had

associated religion with temples, and cathedrals, and a mean

and shabby sanctuary in which to worship God was violative of

all their life training and shocked their sense of propriety.

This new house of warship impressed them and the better classes

were not ashamed to go there to worship. It was also a demon­

stration of the power and the permanency of the religious move­

ment which it represented. A fifth reason was the ownership of

the cemetery. It was necessary for success to have a decent

burial place for the people who joined the Baptist church. It

6Ibid.

^McKim to Tichenor, December 2, 1892, "Outside Testimony
as to our Work in Cuba," Christian Index, LU (January 12, 1893),
p. 7*
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also relieved the people of Havana of the "cruel exactions of
a conscienceless monopoly which controlled the only place where

their dead could be buried*"  Havana was grateful for this*  a

sixth reason was the influence the Baptists had tending to free**

dam from political oppression*  Tichenor pointed out:

Not a few among the leading men recognize the fact
that while we have nothing to do with politics, the
principles and practices of our people, the enlight-ment [sic] received from our pulpits and our schools,
is an influence tending to freedom from political
oppression, and fitting the people to understand and
enjoy the liberty which they hope will one day bethe heritage of Cuba* ”

Miss Joerg pointed out the influence the Baptists were having

in Cuba*  She stated:
Baptist thought and principle is doing much to

mould the minds of the people*
Independence of thought and action, in matters

of religion at least, is proving attractive to these
poor creatures who have been held in subjection so
long. This is plainly to be seen by the larger num**
bers who attend our meetings, and the close atten­
tion they give to all that is said*

In this country many heads of families never
enter the Catholic church*  We have heard them say
they believed in Christ and religion, but not in
the teachings of that church*

Some allow their wives and daughters to attend
the services, but not to go to confession*

What has surprised us is to see so many men in
attendance upon our meetings*  Another noticeable
feature is that the better class of people come in
whole families now*  Heretofore only the poor and
most ignorant, only those who would lose nothing bycoming to our meetings attended our services*?

®I. T*  Tichenor, "Matters in Cuba," Christian Index, LXX
(January.12, 1893), p*  7*

Joerg to Jones, Havana, December 28, 1892, Our Home Field,
V (March, 1893), p*  6. .



91

Dr. Tichenor had told Cova of his conversation with

Mr. Jabez L. M. Curry, the United States Minister in Spain, in
which Mr*  Curry said the Spanish Supreme Court had passed a reso­

lution not allowing Protestant churches opening in the streets*

This had caused an inconvenience in building a house of worship

for Cova’s church in the Pilar district. Cova reported on
December 27, 1892, that there had been a change of government
in Spain and the Liberal Party was in power, having overcome

the Conservative or Retrograde Party*  Senor Antonio Canovas del

Castillo, the old aristocratic royal and clerical minister of
the Spanish crown and leader of the Retrograde element, was de­
feated and Mr*  Praxedes Mateo Sagasta, the Democratic leader,
was the Prime Minister of the State*  Cova sent translations

of telegrams from Madrid printed in the Havana papers about the

new government's relations with Protestants:

It is announced from Madrid that notwithstanding
the.protests of the Nuncio from the Pope, Senor Sagasta
had conceded the necessary authorization that a Pro­
testant church may be built and dedicated in that
capital*

A committee of ladies from the Madrid aristocracy
addressed the chief of the government (Mr. Sagasta)
praying him to prohibit the opening of the new Pro­
testant church in this city*

Senor Sagasta answered the petitioners that it
was impossible for him to comply with such a request,
as it was contrary to the liberty of warship and con­
science*

Cova felt this was important for before this time the Spanish
government only mentioned the word tolerance, but now they said

liberty of worship, which meant that this new liberty was in the

program of the Liberal Party then in power*  It was a common regu­
lation that things allowed in Spain were permitted in Cuba and if
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Protestants were authorized to have a proper church building in

Madrid, by the same good reason they should be allowed to have
such ones in Havana*̂

In January, 1893, a large number of people from various

parts of the United States attended the celebration in Cuba of
the seventh anniversary of the organization of the first Baptist
church in Cuba*̂  They arrived in Havana on the morning of Jan­

uary 25 on the ship "Hascotte* • A special meeting was held at
the Jane building, Sunday, January 29*  Among those attending
were many American residents of Cuba, including Consul-General
Williams, the visitors from the United States, and many of the

Cuban Baptists*  Dr*  Tichenor presided over the services*  Dr*  R. B*
Montgomery, who had baptized D£az, told of Diaz's baptism, his

dedication to the ministry of the gospel, and his missionary suc­

cess*  Dr*  J*  William Jones of the Home Mission Board spoke on

the future hopes and outlook of the Cuban mission field. Dr. George
W*  Lasher of Cincinnati, editor of the Journal and Messenger, read

the scripture*  Governor William J. Northern of Georgia also spoke*

At 7:30 that night a Cuban service was held in Spanish with two
thousand present*̂  The pastors of the other Cuban churches, Cova,

CH Hal Inran, Bueno, and Porta, sat on the platform and made brief

addresses*  Mr*  Signor Chomat (or Charmat), an able lawyer and

lOCova to Tichenor, Havana, December 27, 1892, Our Home
Field, V (February, 1893), p*  h*

liberty-Eighth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,tt
Proceedings, 1893, P*  Ixiii.

121etter, Cova, January 31, 1893, Christian Index, LXX
(February 16, 18?3), P» !•
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Liberal leader, also sat on the platform and spoke briefly.^3

Chomat, a Catholic and grandson of the noted Irish patriot,
Daniel O'Connell, had been of great service to Diaz in his con­

troversies with the Spanish authorities, and especially with
the Bishop and the priests. He spoke of the superiority of the

Baptist Biblical doctrines and polity over those taught by the

priests, especially emphasizing the mercenary spirit of the

priesthood as contrasted with the generous and benevolent spirit
of the Baptists. He called attention to the results of the work

already put forth, and urged his Cuban hearers to stand by Diaz
and help him in his work.^-h

Mr. Jones described the changes Diaz had made in con­

verting the Jane Theatre into the Gethsemane Baptist Church.

The Dome was originally frescoed with scenes from the circus.
Diaz placed in each panel one letter of "Dios es Amor, * "God is

love." Just over the pulpit platform was beautifully painted

in illumi natad letters "Cuba para Cristo,* "Cuba for Christ."

Jones felt the baptistery was the most beautiful he had ever

seen. A section was cut out of the platform in the rear of the

pulpit, through which flowed a constant stream of water. The
rear wall of the baptistery was a rough rock in the crevices of

which beautiful ferns constantly grew, and in which were entwined

3>3j. William Jones, "Excursions to Cuba, and Our Work There,"
Our Home Field, V (February, .1893), p. 3.

IhQeorge W. Lasher, "Our Trip to Cuba, * Our Home Field, V
(March, 1893), p. 2..
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the royal palm. Over the water was suspended an emblematic

dove with outstretched wings. The businessmen felt the pur­

chase of the Jane Theatre was an admirable financial invest­
ment and that if the building burned the lot would sell for more
than the property cost. The American Consul Mr. Wiliams, never

considered friendly to the Baptist work and first attending their
services on January 29, felt the purchase of this property had

given the Baptists advantage and influence in Havana which no

other denomination could reach in years of work, and which would
lead to large results in the future.^

Mr. Jones described the services in the Baptist churches
in Cuba. No one ever refused when called on to lead in prayer.

Everybody joined heartily in the singing and the children espe­

cially seemed to delight in this part of the service. The congre­
gations sang familiar hymns in Spanish. Miss Minnie Diaz played
the organ in the Gethsemane church.^ Mr. Paine of Boston had

given it to that church.^ In Cova's church his daughter played

the organ given to the church by a children* s missionary society
of Bowling Green, Kentucky.^ The churches took collections at

^J. William Jones, "Excursions to Cuba, and Our Work There,"
Our Home Field, V (February, .1893), P*  3»

16Ibid.

^George W. Lasher, "Our Trip to Cuba," Our Home Field, V
(March, 1893), p. 2.

■T®J. William Jones, "Excursion to Cuba, and Our Work There,"
Our Home Field, V (Februaiy, ,1893), p. 3* . .
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all the services, and all the people, including the children,

contributed*  The attenders took their Bibles to church and
followed the scripture reading by the preacher*̂

At its February meeting the Home Mission Board appointed
the first American missionary to Cuba*  In compliance with Diaz's

request for assistance in Havana, the Home Mission Board appointed

Rev*  E*  Pendleton Jones as missionary to Cuba*  In another action,

the Board voted to urge upon Diaz to make the necessary detailed

reports of his work at least once a month, for he had been irregu­
lar in his reports*20

Two Cubans came to study in the United States during the
Convention year 1892-93*  Pura Cova, the daughter of Rev*  Cova,

came to study in Alabama, and Jose Felipe Molino to study in

Mississippi*  Both did well in their studies
In its annual report of May, 1893, the Home Mission Board

listed twenty missionaries in Cuba working in five churches and
seventeen stations*  The total membership was 2,261 and 169 had

been baptized in the past year*  The Cubans had contributed three
thousand dollars*̂

In June, 1893, Diaz opened a small women's and children's

hospital in some rear rooms of the Gethsemane Baptist Church*

^Ibid*

2QMinutes, February lh, 1893*
^"Cuban Work," Our Home Field, V (July, 1893)» P*  3*

^^Forty-Eighth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Proceedings, 1893, p*  Ixiii*
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He attended patients previously in his own hone. 23 Five other

doctors assisted Diaz, as this was the only women’s and children’s
hospital in Havana*  Diaz found it easy to witness to the patients
in the hospital*

In July, 1893, Cova told of good attendance at the Baptist

churches in Cuba and frequent additions*  The cities of Cardenas

and Remedios were asking that someone cane and preach to them but
the Baptists had no available preachers to send and the railroad
rates were too high for Cova to go back and forth*  The Baptists

did open a new mission at Managua, a town fifteen miles away but
accessible by daily omnibus from Havana*  The town had provided
a large hall for the services and the mayor was in full sympathy

with the cause*  Calejo was preaching there and Cova assisted

him at times*
In October Diaz received an invitation from Rev*  Montgomery

in New York to come and speak to the people in the north who were
interested in his mission* 26 Diaz made this trip in November, also

visiting in Boston, the home of Mr. Paine who had given much sup­
port to the mission in Cuba. On his return trip, Diaz visited the
Home Mission Board in Atlanta. Josd' Cruto, who had been a student

23p^az to Miss Annie W. Armstrong, November 22, 1893,
Christian Index, LXH (January 18, 189h), p. 3*

2hxtfaz to Tichenor, Havana, August 22, 1893, Our Home Field,
VI (October, 1893), P» !>•

25cova to Editor, Our Home Field, V (August, 1893), P» 2*
26j/az to Tichenor, Havana, October 20, 1893, Christian

Index, LXX (November 9, 1893), p. 2.
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in Greenville, South Carolina, for four years, returned to Cuba

with Diaz. E. Pendleton Jones and his wife were to have accom­
panied Diaz but sickness delayed Mr. Jones' leaving for a week.^7

Mr. Jones arrived in Cuba on November 29, 1893*  He and

his wife attended the prayer service at the Gethsemane Baptist

Church and presented their letters for membership. The Cubans

cordially received them into the church.

After his arrival in Cuba, Jones wrote his impressions
of the different phases of the Baptist work there. The hospital

housed in the Gethsemane church building consisted of a large
room with four or five cots for bed patients and smaller roans
for offices and consultation. Diaz was treating from twenty to

thirty patients daily. The girls' school conducted by Misses

Minnie and Clotilde Diaz had seventy-five to eighty students
daily. They hoped this would be the basis for a girls' high

school later. Nearly all the mission stations had day schools
connected with them .”9

Jones described the activities of the Gethsemane church.

He attended the prayer meeting at twelve noon on Sunday. At

12:30 p.m. the Sunday school, which lasted for an hour aid a
half, met. There were no Sunday school papers so a book of

27«Rev. A. J. D^az,” Our Home Field, VI (December, 1893),
p. !»•.. . •

Pendleton Jones to Tichenor, Our Home Field, VI
(January, 189 b), p. 2. . .

29e. Pendleton Jones to McConnell, December 1893, Havana,
Our Home Field, VI (February, 189b), p. 2. .
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the Bible was taken and a portion assigned for each Sunday until

that book was finished*  The teachers required each scholar to

memorize some portion of the scripture lesson*  In the Sunday

night services there was a congregation of about three hundred

and a floating congregation of one hundred to lj>0. The floating

congregation were those who passed by on the street and came in

the open doors for a while, then went out again*  Many were at­

tracted to the church in this way and cane back later as regular

attendants*  Jones reported between seventy-five and one hundred

present at the Thursday night prayer meeting*  The earnestness
with which all the congregation entered into the service was
amazing to him*30

One Saturday Jones, with O'Halloran and Cruto, attended

the Christmas tree at Bueno's school in San Miguel*  They received

a cordial welccme and 0'Halloran preached at eleven o'clock to an

attentive audience*  Sometimes the people in the congregation
wiped their eyes as they listened to the earnest words of O'Halloran

At three o'clock the yard was packed and the people enjoyed the

Christmas tree*  Bueno had a beautiful house of worship which he

had built himself*  The cemetery was neat and pretty*  San Miguel

was a country settlement or village surrounded by palm, guava,

and mango trees and having a population of seven or eight hundred

within a radius of three miles. Bueno was trying to get his mem­

bers and those who sympathized with the Baptists to buy land in

the immediate vicinity of the church, and hoped to have a colony

3°Ibid.



99

of believers who would form a small sized town*  He felt such a

group with like interests could exert a strong influence on the
surrounding country.31

Jones began holding services in English each Sunday. On
one Sunday he reported having between fifty and sixty present.32

In February he reported an average attendance of thirty in the
English services. Few tourists visiting Cuba attended the wor-

ship, preferring rather the bullfights, fancy balls, and the

theatre. Jones said of these tourists:

The class of excursionists who visited Cuba this
winter with a few exceptions, have not only disgraced
the country from which they came, but have hindered
our work, as the people point to them as coining from
a Christian land and say they don't want ary such
religion as they represent*33

In February Diaz wrote of a small-pox epidemic in Havana.

He was busy at the hospital vaccinating many of the people who

were unable to pay for this service. The hospital could accom­

modate twenty and Diaz reported that one-fourth of those confined

to the hospital had been led to Christ and nearly all attended

the services after they were released*  Five of the best surgeons

of Havana were working with Diaz and had performed many success­
ful operations.3U The doctors in Havana started a system of

3^E. Pendleton Jones to Tichenor, Havana, January 9, 189h,
Christian Index, LXXL’ (February 1, I89I1), p*  $•

32Ibid*

33g. Pendleton Jones to McConnell, February 20, 18?h, Our
Home Field, VI (April, 18?h), p. 6*

3^Diaz to Armstrong, Havana, February 6, I89I4, Christian
Index, LXXI (April 1894), p*  3.
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free education for young physicians*̂  They brought their stu­

dents to the Baptist hospital to learn surgery*  Thus Diaz felt

Baptists were having same influence on the young doctors in
Havana.36

In April Jones wrote of the hospital moving into new

quarters*  They had rented a large house capable of accommodat­

ing from seventy-five to one hundred patients. With the house

were eight acres of land with garden, fruit trees, and a stream

of running water at its back*  The Baptists had the option of

buying the house in the next ten years for ten thousand dollars

if they desired*  The hospital contained twenty-five cots and

six small beds for children*  Although there were many hospitals

in Havana for men, there was only one other for women and it
received mostly fever cases.37

In addition to the hospital work the Baptists had a

"Good Samaritan" society whose members paid one dollar per

month and were entitled to free medical treatment when they
were sick and also financial aid during their sickness*̂

In April, Jones described the condition of the school

work*  The Baptists had six schools connected with their work

in Cuba*  AH. enrolled both boys and girls except the girls1

3^e. Pendleton Jones to McConnell, February 20, 189h,
Our Home Field, VI (April, 189h), p*  6*

3&Diaz to Armstrong, Havana, February 6, 189h, Christian
Index, LXXI (April 5, 189b), p*  3*

3?E. Pendleton Jones to Armstrong, Havana, April 3, 189 b,
Christian Index, LXXI (August 9, 189b), p*  3»

38tbid
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school taught by Minnie and Clotilde Diaz*  There were 440 stu­

dents and thirteen teachers in all the schools*  In the girls'
school there were eighty-eight pupils enrolled, with an average

attendance of sixty*  Nine boarders in ths school were supported
by Baptist women in the United States*̂?

Jones reported two matters of dispute between the govern­

ment and the Catholic church*  The representative of the Bishop

had ordered the priests not to recognize civil marriages, and
the government had ordered his arrest*  Diaz took advantage of

this quarrel between the government and the Catholic church to

preach a sermon showing that the Bible does not oppose civil

marriages*  His sermon was well received*  The Havana papers

reported that the municipal mayor ordered that the funeral cars

carrying corpses to the cemeteries be disinfected*  The Baptist

cemetery and the Chinese cemetery complied with the ruling, but

the "Christopher Columbus" Catholic cemetery refused to comply
and was fined $140.^0

In its meeting in March, 1894, the Home Mission Board

voted to allow Rev. Jones to return home from Cuba on May 1*

His physicians in Cuba had recommended this because of his
health and the hot summer months which lay ahead*  He would
serve the Board while he was in the United States*̂

39ibid*

^Letter, E*  Pendleton Jones, n*d*,  Our Home Field, VI
(May, 1894)» P«

^Minutes, March 31, 1894•
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In his letter submitting his annual report in May, 189b,

Diaz stated that he felt the work was never more prosperous than

at that time*  The attendance was good and there was enthusiasm

among the members and missionaries*  He felt that Jones had done

a good job, especially among the English speaking people*  There

were twenty-four missionaries and five stations and churches*
There had been l$0 baptisms and the total membership was 2,582.

There were seven Sunday schools with one thousand pupils and
teachers*  They had distributed five hundred Bibles and Testa­
ments and twenty thousand tracts•*&

In his annual report Diaz told of an offer by the Havana

Medical School to give him three thousand dollars to build a

hospital ward and an appropriation of one thousand five hundred

dollar's each year to support the twenty beds in it*  An offer

of two thousand dollars annually for twenty beds had also come
from the Children's Association*̂

Cova sent word in December, 189b, of the death of Felipe

Diaz, A*  J*  Diaz's father*  He had been the last member of that

family to become a Baptist and was won by his daughter Clotilde*
For mary years he had been in charge of the Baptist cemetery in

Havana and kept the records there neatly and accurately*

1*2 "Forty-Ninth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Proceedings, 189b, pp*  lii, Ivi*

h3lbid*,  p*  Ivii.
l*l*Tichenor  to Christian Index, im (December 13, 189b),

P« 8.
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In March Cova reported that three revolutionary groups
in Cuba had risen in arms against the government but as yet they

were not of real importance and he did not feel they would inter­
fere with the Baptist worked Diaz wrote in April that there

was war in the eastern and central part of the island and the

government had begun to persecute all the secret societies and

evangelical churches. The governor of Matanzas had called the

Episcopal minister and ordered him to leave the city within

twenty-four hours, and he had done so. The governor at Santa

Clara called the Presbyterian minister and ordered him to leave

immediately, and he had complied. Diaz was in the office of

the governor of Havana when one of the governor's employees

told him the governor wished to see him. Diaz did not go in
and sent word by this employee that if the governor wished to
see him he should communicate with him by letter and he would

see him with his attorney. The jails, castles and military

headquarters were full of imprisoned Cubans*  The government

had closed all the Masonic lodges and no large gatherings were

allowed in Central Park. Most of the people stayed in their

houses but the Baptist people were attending the services as

usual, hhen they celebrated the anniversary of the organization

of the church over two thousand attended, as well as when Diaz

preached on the words of Christ on the cross. The members said

b^cova to editor, Christian Index, LUV (March lb, 1895)»
p. 1.
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if they were not allowed to meet in public they would meet in

private in groups of six or eight.

In its annual report to the Southern Baptist Convention
in May, 1895, the Home Mission Board pointed out that it had

called the existence of the Baptist mission in Cuba to the atten­

tion of the President of the United States and other high officials

The Board advised these officials that in case of any interference

with the work of the missionaries the Board would promptly notify

the government, and expect proper protection*  The report listed

twenty-four missionaries and five churches and stations. There
had been 118 baptisms in the past year and the total membership

of the churches was 2,698. There were seven Sunday schools with
one thousand pupils and teachers.^7

In spite of the war the Bqptist work continued. Cova
wrote in August: "We are preaching constantly at our established

missions and wherever opportunity is afforded, and we consider

it a poor meeting that at which only one raises up for uniting
our faith. "^8 Dxaz wrote in September: "Nevertheless the bad

condition of the Island on account of the war, our churches,

stations and schools are progressing. Our meetings are always
crowded and the same enthusiasm prevails."^ The work was still

k^Diaz to Tichenor, Havana, April 21i, 1895, Christian
Index, LXXV (May 2, 1895)*  P» !•

^7tipiftieth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,*
Proceedings, 1895, PP» Ixii, ixvi.

^Letter, Cova, n.d., Christian Index, LXXV (August 15.
1895), p. 6. .

^Diaz to Tichenor, September 12, 1895, Christian Index,
LXXV (October 3, 1895), P*  !• -------- "-----
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advancing in October, according to Cova, and had experienced

no great disturbances*  The meetings were well attended and

many were coming to Christ. Multitudes were fleeing the in­

terior where the war was raging and had lost all their property

and possessions. The churches were winning many of these, and

comforting them in their losses. The schools were continuing

with nearly nine hundred children in attendance. Cova further
declared: "All of our missionaries, Diaz, O'Halloran, Porta,
Cardenas, Bueno, Valdes, are stired fsicj up and enthusiastical

to fight for the salvation of souls and the kingdom of Christ.

Our members are faithful, patient and full of trusting in Him
from whom they hope all things.*̂  Cova described the recep­

tion that troubled Cuba was giving to their mission work:

Though the Island is bitterly suffering with the war
ravaging it, we feel a gracious Lord working for us
in these days of trouble. Our services and other
missionary work is going on with good effect and
without serious disturbances. The church meetings
are very well attended, and masses of people in
actual mourning for the misfortunes in our commu­
nity, apply for help and comfort, to hear the good
news of salvation through a suffering, lovingSavior.51

Diaz organized and located seven Red Cross Stations

throughout the center of Cuba where the fighting occurred and

where the Spanish government had about twenty thousand soldiers.

Each of these stations consisted of a native physician, selected

^Cova to Miss Mary E. Wright, Augusta, Georgia, Havana,
October 1, 1895, Christian Index, LXXV (October 25, 1895), p» 6.

£^Cova to Tichenor, Havana, September 30, 1895, The Mis­
sion Journal, XLVI (November, 1895), p. 33»
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from the locality where the stations were situated; two Baptist

women nurses, and usually about ten male helpers*  Each of these

stations was thoroughly equipped with medical supplies, appliances

and instruments for surgical use*  The plan of operation was to
move closely after the columns of troops, and when a battle

occurred the men connected with the hospital went immediately

onto the battleground and carried out the wounded from both

armies as quickly as possible to the hospital tent, where they

received immediately surgical or other necessary attention*

These stations had saved many lives which would otherwise have
been lost by the prompt attention rendered to the wounded*  The

soldiers of both armies greatly appreciated this work and the

government of Spain extended complimentary official recognition*

The entire system of railroads and steamboats in Cuba extended

the courtesy of free transportation to all men, women, and freight

connected with this work*  It was easy for the Baptist women to

witness to these soldiers and they used tracts, leaflets, and

Bibles*
On January 9, 1896, Diaz wrote to Tichenor requesting

that he come to Havana as quickly as possible*  Dias declared

that it was very important and that he would explain on Tichenor’s
arrival*  Tichenor departed for Cuba immediately*̂  General

Arsenio Martinez Campos had failed to put down the insurrection

^“Red Cross in Cuba,• The Mission Journal, XL7I (November,
189$), pp*. 27-28. . ---------- "

$3Minutes, January 11, 1896.
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and the Spanish government had appointed General Valeriano Weyler

to take his place as Captain-General of Cuba*  Tichenor arrived

in Cuba just before Weyler*  Diaz informed him that he had been

offered the position of commander-in-chief of the insurgent forces

in the province of Havana and that he had accepted the position*

Tichenor was shocked*  He thought of what might become of the

Baptist interests in Cuba if Diaz went into the insurgent arny*

The priests had already declared that the Baptist church was a

hot bed of rebel lion*  Then Tichenor remembered how he and some
of his brethren had done just as Diaz was doing*  (He probably

was referring to the Civil War in which he fought*)  Tichenor

also thought of the tyranny of the civil ecclesiastical powers

in Cuba that were ready to crush out the Baptist faith and he

could not blame Diaz for what he was about to do*  Tichenor told

Diaz that when he went into the army he must not leave his preachers

in Cuba*  Tichenor and Diaz could not explain the situation to

them, but Tichenor showed Diaz how they would surely be imprisoned

if he went into the array. They called the preachers together

and told them Weyler was coming and that he was reported guilty

of terrible deeds*  Tichenor urged the preachers to leave the
island at the first hint of danger.^ In that event, Cova was

to go to Tampa and O'Halloran to Key West where they were to con­

tinue the mission work among the thousands of Cubans to be found

-^1. T*  Tichenor, account given at the 76th Annual Session
of the Georgia Baptist State Convention, March 31, 1898, Christian
Index, IZmil (April 7, 18?8), p. b*
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in those cities 55 While in Havana, Tichenor arranged for Dr*

Edward Belot, a French citizen and physician living there, to

take charge of the mission property if anything should happen

to Diaz.Most of the Baptist congregations were very small

by now, for many of the members had either gone into the interior
or left the island.^? Tichenor told the Board what he had done,

but did not tell them of Diaz's position with the insurgents,

fearing that an incautious word might be dropped and be caught
up by a Spanish spy.5°

Soma of the missionaries left Cuba by .April 1.® Cova

was in Tampa, Florida, by that time.^O On Wednesday, April 15,

O'Halloran left Cuba. The Herne Mission Board received a telegram
from Porta on the afternoon of April 16 stating: "Diaz in Jail."61

The Spanish government had arrested Alberto and his brother

55"Fifty-First Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Proceedings, 1896, p. Ixv.

-’°I. T. Tichenor, speech made to hist session of the
Southern Baptist Convention, Chattanooga, May 8, 1896, Christian
Index, LXXVI (May 11», 1896), p. 8.

Proceedings, 1896, p. Ixv.
5°J. T. Tichenor, account given at the 76th Annual Ses­

sion of the Georgia Baptist State Convention, March 31, I898,
Christian index, LXXVIII (April 7, 1898), p.

Welch to McKinney, April 1, 18?6, Letters of M. M.
Welch (in files of Home Mission Board).

6®Welch to Mrs. .Dawson, April 1, 1896, Letters of M. M.
Welch.

61«D£az in Jail," The Mission Journal, ILVII (May, 1896),
pp. 19-21...



109

Alfredo .April 16 and charged them with forwarding rebel corres­
pondence .^2 Having earlier given the State Department in Wash­

ington full information about the condition of the Baptist work

in Cuba, Tichenor immediately sent word to the Secretary of State
that the Spanish authorities had arrested Diaz.^3 He also tele­

graphed President Grover Cleveland, Congressman Edward Junius
Black and Senator Hoke Smith, both of Georgia, and others.^

The story carried by the April 1? morning papers, datelined

Havana, Associated Press, declared that both Diaz and his brother

had been arrested and charged with having in their possession
communications which implicated them with the insurgents.^ On

April 18 the Home Mission Board passed a resolution urging all

Baptists and other people who sympathized with them to express

their desires to the Senators, Congressmen, and other public
off-j ni al« for the United States goverment to try to have Diaz
freed.66 Letters, petitions, resolutions came from every state.6?

After receiving a large number of these, both the Senate and the

O4U. S., Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the
United States (Washington, 1897), p. 7fi8.

o^Tichenor to Secretary of State, April 16, I896, Letters
of M. M. Welch.

6^1, T. Tichenor, account given at the 76th Annual Session
of the Georgia Baptist State Convention, March 31, I898, Christian
Index, LXXVIH (April 7, 1898), p. lj.

6£tfelch to Sheldon, J^>ril 17, 1896, Letters of M. M. Welch
^^Minutes, April 18, 1896.

^Proceedings, 1896, p. Ixv.
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House passed resolutions asking the Secretary of State to supply
them with all available information concerning the imprisonment.68

Resolutions rained in upon Secretary Richard Olney. Tichenor

was informed that Olney went to the Spanish minister and told

him if Diaz were not released, war between Spain and the United
States could not be avoided.®^ A cablegram reached the office

of the Home Mission Board Thursday morning, April 23, in which

Diaz told of his being freed the previous day at five. The Board
cabled him to come to Atlanta by the first steamer.?^

Diaz came to Atlanta and located his family there so that

he could visit churches, associations and conventions throughout
the South*  O'HaUoran?^ and Cale jo worked among the Cubans at
Key West.7*  Cova did mission work with the Cubans of Tanpa, and

Bueno labored in West Tampa.
Despite these disturbances in the work, the Home Mission

Board stated in its annual report of May, 1896, that the Baptists

S., Congressional Record, £hth Congress, 1st Session,
1896, XKVIH, Part 8, pp. fc21$-50, 4319.

69 j. T. Tichenor, account given at the 76th Annual Session
of the Georgia Baptist State Convention, March 31, 1898, Christian
Index, LXXVIII (April 7, 1898), p. 1*.

7®Minutes, April 23, 1896.

71«our Cuban Work," Christian Index, LXXVI (June 11, 1896),
p. 8.

72^feich to Armstrong, November 10, 1896, Letters of M. M.
Welch*

73f»our Cuban Work,w Christian Index, LXXVI (June 11, 1896),
p. 8. . ....
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in Cuba had baptized saventy-five in the past year and the member­
ship was listed as 2,775*̂^  Thus ended most of the formal Baptist

work in Cuba prior to the Spanish American War*  Cuban converts,

however, carried on the work*

^Proceedings, 1896, p. Ivi.



CONCLUSION

Baptist mission work in Cuba began through the efforts

of Cubans converted in the United States*  Cuban nationals car**

ried on all the mission work prior to 1896, except for a six-

month period when a missionary from the United States worked

in Cuba. Although the Baptists working there were Cubans,

Baptists in the United States provided most of the financial

support and frequently sent leaders from the United States to

aid and encourage the missionary work. Most of this early work

was done in Havana and the surrounding areas.

One of the first facilities necessary to the Baptist

work in Cuba was a cemetery. The Catholic church owned Cuba's

only cemeteries and refused to permit Baptist burials in them,

leaving those who became Baptists no decent place to bury their

deceased. The opening of a Baptist cemetery and its extensive

use by the Cubans aroused Catholic opposition, but their many

attempts to have it closed failed.

Attractive buildings were important, for the Cubans were

accustomed to beautiful churches. The Baptists purchased the

large Jane Theatre in Havana which they converted into a church

for the use of the Gethsemane congregation. This strengthened

the Baptist work by providing a pleasing place of worship and

112



113

impressing the Cubans with the importance and permanence of the

Baptist work*  Lack of adequate meeting places, however, was a

hindrance to most of the other congregations*

The Roman Catholic Church strongly opposed the Baptists

in Cuba*  They attempted to close the Baptist cemetery and to

prevent burials there*  They imprisoned Baptist missionaries,

denounced them from the pulpit, and attempted to disturb their

services*  Government officials often cooperated with the Catholics

in this opposition and at times strictly enforced the limitations

placed upon Protestants by law*  At times, however, the govern*

ment was more tolerant to the Protestants, especially when there

was a liberal prime minister in Madrid*  The Baptists received

some assistance from the United States government in the protec­

tion of their rights, but did not have the cooperation of the

American Consul in Havana*  The persecutions usually strengthened

the Baptists*

The Baptists were warmly received by most Cubans*  They

were displeased with the corruption in the Catholic church and

its practice of charging for all its services, such as burials

and marriages*  They also disliked its close association with

the "foreign1* Spanish government which ruled Cuba*  The simplicity

of the Baptist worship, their adninistering the ordinances with­

out charge, their exemplary lives appealed to many of the Cubans*

Their ministry through the Baptist schools and medical work won

much good feeling*  The Liberal Party in Cuba was sympathetic

to the Baptists*  Both believed in the separation of Church and
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State. The Liberal Party considered the Baptist church an

example of their doctrine and an influence toward freedom and

democracy*  The Havana press also supported the Baptist work*

Therefore the Baptists had remarkable results in Cuba, reaching

a membership of 2,77$ in a ten year period.

The War of Independence which began in 18?f> brought an

end to most of the formal Baptist mission work in Cuba. Most

of the Baptists either joined the insurgents in the interior

or fled to the United States. The Baptists continued to work

among the Cubans in Florida. This early work was the basis

for the re-entry of Baptists into Cuba following the Spanish

.American War.
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