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PREFACE

One of the important movements in Latin America today is

the growth of Protestantism. With its emphasis on religious free­

dom, separation of church and state, and education for all citizens

so that they might read the Bible, its principles have been much

the same as those of the liberals in Latin American countries.

The purpose of this dissertation is to trace the history of the

early years of the Protestant movement in Cuba, especially empha­

sizing the history of Southern Baptists on the island.
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under whom this work was undertaken, for his inspiration, encourage­

ment, and aid in writing this dissertation, and to Dr. Lewis W.

Wetzler and Dr. Hugh A. Ragsdale who also served as readers. I

also wish to thank other members of the Department of History at

the University of Alabama under whose tutelage I have gained insight

into history.

The librarians at the University of Alabama were most help­

ful, especially Miss Peggy Duckworth. I wish to express my appreci­

ation to Miss Isabel Morales, librarian of the Baptist Theological

Seminary of Western Cuba, for sending me material, and to Dr.

Herbert Caudill, Superintendent of Southern Baptist work in Cuba,

for his correspondence.
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The Southern Baptist Home Mission Board in Atlanta was

most generous and helpful in making records completely accessible

to me. Miss Kate Ellen Gruver, Book Editor of the Board, was

especially helpful. I also wish to thank Dr. John J. Hurt, Jr.,

editor of the Christian Index, for allowing me the use of old

editions of this paper.
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CHAPTER I

PROTESTANT ORIGINS IN CUBA

From the time of Spain’s conquest of Cuba by Diego de

Velasquez in 1511^ Roman Catholic Christianity was nominally the

religion of the overwhelming majority. The island, however, had

never been as well supplied with churches as some of the other

parts of Latin America such as Mexico. In the growth of a move­

ment for political independence the Roman Catholic Church suffered.

.As the stronghold of those who held to the older order it alienated

the liberals. Since it did not fully supply its own clergy and

nuns, drawing many of them from Spain, it was in part, an alien

institution. Into this religious vacuum came such movements as

theosophy and spiritualism. In the rural districts the cruder

forms of spiritualism were popular. Among the Negroes cults

flourished of which at least one, nAnigos, was in part a survival

of African fetishmen with an admixture of Christian ceremonies and

phrases. Protestant Christianity was introduced into this atmos-

phere by the major Protestant dencninations of the United States.

•^Alfred Barnaby Thomas, Latin America, A History (New York.
1956), 50-51.

2
Kenneth Scott Latourette, Advance through Storm, Vol. VII s-

A History of the Expansion of Christianity (New York, 191|5), 175-176

1
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In the early 1880’a an Episcopal colporteur, Pedro Duarte,

was sent to Cuba frcm the United States. On August 5, 1883, he

began holding evening services. He was arrested for this, however,

and after being released decided to study for Holy Orders in
3

Philadelphia. In the meantime Juan B» Baez, priest of the Cuban

Episcopal Church at Key West,^ had gone to Cuba. He organized a

large number of people into several different congregations includ­

ing those at Havana and Matanzas. The Rev. John Freeman Young,

Episcopal Bishop of Florida, made several trips to Cuba to survey

and encourage the work. There were several candidates for Holy

Orders and some were appointed lay readers. Personal disagree­

ments, however, resulted in a good many desertions•* ’

Bishop Young died in 1885 and when no further aid came

from Florida, Baez returned to Key West, terminating the Episcopal
work for a time.^ Subsequently Duarte returned to Cuba and with

7
ups and downs the Episcopal work continued. Jos4 R. Pena, an

Episcopal layman, carried on services in Havana throughout the

^Arthur R. Grqy, The New World (New York, ca. 1916), 138-
llll. Gray was Latin American Secretary of the Board of Missions
of the Episcopal Church, 1911-1933•

Jefferson B. Browne, Key West, the Old and the New (St.
Augustine, 1912), 31• ~

'’Gray, The New World, HjO-lli2.
^J. V. Cova, ’’Biogrephy of Cova,w Christian Index, LXVI

(March 28, 1889), 2. “

?Gray, The New World, lhO-lh3»
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entire War of Independence even though he was imprisoned twice and
Q

compelled to hold his meetings near midnight in an upper room*

After the war the Episcopal work was enlarged and by 1899

there were three workers in Cuba, one of these being Duarte. In

1901i the Rev. Albion W. Knight was elected Bishop of Cuba and there

began a sure and steady growth of the mission. During Knight’s

ten years of service the work grew from six to thirty-seven congre­

gations and the communicant list from two hundred to more than

1,700.9 10 * * In 1911; nineteen of these congregations were organized

churches.^ The Rev. H. R. Hulse went to succeed Knight as bishop

in 1915*  Episcopal work was developed among United States immigrants

in Cuba., Negroes who had come to Cuba from the British West Indies,
11and the native Cuban population.

Methodist work in Cuba dates back to beginnings anong Cubans

in Florida. In 1881 the Rev. Henry B. Someillan, pastor of the

Cuban Methodist Church in Key West, visited Cuba upon invitation
12from a group of young people there. The result of this visit

was the sending of the Rev. Aurelio Silvera as a missionary in

Qpowel Mills Dawley, The Episcopal Church and Its Work
Greenwich, 1955), 19h. Reference here is to the independence
struggle beginning in 1895*

^Gray, The New World, 11;3-11;7*  Greene, head of the
Presbyterian work in CubaJ gives the number of members in 1911; as
1,677*  See J. Milton Greene, "Fifteen Years in Cuba," Missionary
Review of the World, XXXVIII (March, 1915)*  181. . ~~~~

10Greene, "Fifteen Years in Cuba," Missionary Review of
the World, XXXVIII (March, 1915), 181.

■^Gr^r, The New World, ll;0-ll;9.

X4,Barbara Lewis (ed.), Methodist Overseas Missions
(New York, I960), 3O9-3U.



188U*  Silvera developed considerable interest, conducting his work 

in a room of the Saratoga Hotel in Havana. By 1890 the Methodists

had day schools and Sunday school work.^ After the Spanish-American

War ended in 1898 the Rev. George N. MacDonell was sent as a mis­

sionary to Havana where he organized a church May 7, 1899. Work

was also begun in Matanzas, Cienfuegos, Santiago, and Santa Clarao

Dr. D. W. Carter, missionary in Mexico for seventeen years, was
made superinterdent of the work.^ A chapel erected at Matanzas

was the first Methodist church on the island.^

The Methodist work progressed and in 1901i there were thir­

teen congregations with 968 members. Five years later the Methodists
had grown to forty-four congregations and three thousand members.^

The Methodist work continued to make gains, listing 3,686 members

in 19111.13 * * * 17

Evaristo Collazo, a Cuban layman, was the founder of

Presbyterian work in Cuba. Collazo probably received his first

impressions of the Presbyterian Church in Tampa or some other place <•

in southern Florida. Collazo began to preach and teach in Cuba in

188U and in 1890 wrote a letter to the Presbyterian Church U.S.,

the Southern Presbyterian Church, requesting that this denomination 

13James Cannon, III, History of Southern Methodist Missions
(Nashville, 1926), 221j. .

“^Havana Post, May 6, 1900, 1.

“-’Lewis, Methodist Overseas Missions, 3H»
^Cannon, History of Southern Methodist Missions, 22h.

17'Greene, “Fifteen Years in Cuba," Missionary Review of the
World, XXXVIII (March, 1915), 181. ' ~
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come and observe the work being done with a view to giving aid*

The letter stated that there were three places in Cuba where the

Lord was worshipped according to the practices of the Presbyterian

Church, with about 118 taking part in these services. There was

also a young ladies’ school meeting in Collazo’s house under the

direction of his wife, and numbering twenty-six pupils, most of

whom were daughters of Presbyterians. The tuition in this school

was entirely free. Collazo had to s upport his wife and mother and

could not give as much time as he would like working with the mission. °

At approximately the same time that Collazo’s letter was

received the Rev. H. B. Pratt, a Presbyterian missionary in Mexico,

requested that the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian

Church U.S. initiate work in Cuba. The reason for Pratt’s request

was a conversation with a Cuban general stationed at the Mexican

capital in which the general remarked that the people of Cuba—

especially the more intelligent classes—would welcome evangelistic

work. Pratt suggested that one of the missionaries in Mexico go to
19Cuba to study the situation.

As a result of these two requests the Rev. Anthony T. Graybill,

founder of Presbyterian work in Mexico, went to Cuba. He arrived in

Havana June li, 1890, and Collazo and his group received him cordially.

Graybi11 reported that Collazo had three congregations but had

abandoned one temporarily because of smallpox. One of the congregations

1 R
Edward A. Odell, It Came to Pass (New York, 19^2), 79-80.

19Ibid., 80-81.



6

met in Collazo’s house in the central part of Havana and had one

hundred persons present. In a later letter Graybill described the

work further. He had received twenty-three members on professions

of faith since he began working with Collazo. Graybill felt material

was already there for elders and deacons. The Presbyterians held

preaching almost every night with three services on Sunday in three

different places. During his stay, Graybill gave Collazo instruc­

tion in theology and church history. Graybill declared that Collazo

had studied his Bible and was a forceful speaker, able to instruct

his people, who loved him and accepted him as pastor. He supported

himself by working in a cigar factory at a salary of one to two

dollars a day.

While the Rev. Graybill was in Cuba he brought into an

organized church the group Collazo had inspired by his preaching

and teaching. At the same time Graybill ordained Collazo as a
21missionary of the Presbyterian Church.

In January, 18?1, the Rev. John Gillespie Hall arrived

in Cuba to cooperate with Collazo and continue the work begun by

Graybill. At this time the Presbyterian Board of Missions voted

to support Collazo from missionary funds in order that he might

devote his full time to missionary work. Collazo and Hall organized

work in Santa Clara, Sagua la Grande, Camajuani, and Caibarien.

20Ibid., 81. Graybill’s work in Mexico is described in
William H. Allen, Jr., "A History of the Mexico Mission of the
Presbyterian Church in the United States” (unpublished Master’s
thesis, Department of History, University of Alabama, 1965),
21-26.

^Odell, It Came to Pass, 82.
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22The work brought a warm response*  At Santa Clara the city govern­

ment gave the Presbyterians a piece of ground on which they estab-
23lished a cemetery*

In 189h the third North American Presbyterian missionary

arrived in Cuba, the Rev*  H. B. Pratt, who had written to the Board

of Missions about Cuba from his work in Mexico earlier. Pratt

worked in Santa Clara, though briefly, as the missionaries had to

leave when the War of Independence began*  Collazo volunteered

for service in the army of liberation and served until the end of
the war in 1898*̂

After the war, the Presbyterian Church U.S. voted to reopen

tha Cuban work and again sent Dr. Hall to Cuba on March lh, 1899*

He went to the city of Cardenas where he organized a church

February 11, 1900, with twenty members, two elders, and two deacons*

Hall was soon joined by other missionaries and intensive work was

begun*  The work grew and was carried on by other workers after
25Dr. Hall’s death in 1903®

The Presbyterian Church U.S.A*,  Northern Presbyterian

Church, sent its first representative to Cuba in 1899*  He was

Pedro Rioseco, a Cuban who had lived in the United States most

of his life and had been educated there*  Rioseco was an ordained

2^a. J. Diaz to I. T*  Tichenor, July 15, 1891, Our Home
Field, III (August, 1891), 7*

2^0dell, It Came to Pass, 83*

2^Ibid • , 8I1—86 •
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minister and began services in Havana April 2, 1899• Rioseco met

Collazo and put him in charge of a mission in Havana. Since the

Presbyterian Church U.S. had no work in Havana after the war, they

had conferred with the mission board of the Presbyterian Church

U.S.A, about Collazo. Therefore Collazo became a missionaxy under

the mission board of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.

In 1901 the Presbyterian Church U.S.A, transferred Dr.

J. Milton Greene, who had also worked in Mexico, from Puerto Rico,

and appointed him superintendent of the work in Cuba. Earning the

respect of the Cubans, he was able to bring into a wellknit organiza­

tion the results of evangelistic efforts beginning before the revolu­

tion. In 1917 Dr. Greene retired and the mission board appointed
27Edward A. Odell to succeed him.

The Presbyterian Church U.S.A, developed its work in Havana

and in places accessible to it along the railroad, extending west

through the province of Pinar del Rio and east as far as Camaguey,
28more than halfway to Santiago at the other end of the island.

The work of the Presbyterian Church U.S. readied a string of cities

along the northern coast of Cuba and slightly inland from Cdrdenas

on the west to Caibarien on the east and including Camajuani,

Remedies, San Jos£ de los Ramos, and Placetas—a segment about
29one-fifth the length of the island.

26Ibid., 89-90.

^Ibid., 90, 97.

28^°Ibid., 91-92.

29Ibid., 86.
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The Presbyterian work progressed in Cuba and in 1907 the

Presbyterian Church U.S.A*  had twenty-nine organized churches with
on

a total membership of seven hundred.They received an addition

in 1909 when the Congregational Church, which had begun work in

Cuba soon after the ending of the Spanish-American War, decided to

withdraw*  The Congregational work had been carried on at San

Antonio de los Banos, Guanabacoa, Matanzas, Cienfuegos, and Guanajay*

These mission projects were turned over to the Presbyterian Church

U.S.A*  There was no property transfer involved as their work had

been carried on in rented buildings without ownership of local real
. . 31estate.

In 191h the Presbyterian Church U.S.A*  had 1,108 members in

twenty organized churches while the Presbyterian Church U.S. had six
32hundred members in nine organised churches. By 1917 the Presbyterian

Church U.S.A*  gave up work in some areas that were far fran other

centers, or where other denominations were strong. In some areas

their work was united with the Methodist Church. They soon gained

more areas and work, however, for in 1918 the Disciples of Christ

and the Presbyterian Church U.S. both proposed that their work be

amalgamated with the work of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., and

that they withdraw from Cuba in order to invest their funds and

personnel in other missionary areas. The Disciples of Christ had

30"Presbyterian Success in Cuba," Missionary Review of the
World, XXX (September, 1907), 715• " ~

^Odell, It Came to Pass, 97*

32Greene, "Fifteen Years in Cuba," Missionary Review of the
World, XXXVIII (March, 1915), 181* "
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begun work in Cuba soon after the Spanish-American War and at this

time turned over their three churches with one ordained minister

to the Presbyterians. This minister, the Rev. Julio Fuetes, had

great ability and eventually became head of the Presbyterian work

in Cuba. The Board cf Home Missions of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A*

purchased buildings from both these denominations and assumed respon­

sibility for their budgets. By the terms of transfer, the Board in

1919 paid to the Board of the Disciples of Christ eighteen thousand

dollars and to the Presbyterian Church U.S*  $16,500 for the properties

transferred at this time. Fusion was effected without a dissenting

voice, and the work continued without interruption under a single
33admim s trati on•

Three Baptist groups had carried on work in Cuba. When the

Jamaican Baptists sent a representative to the Baptist Church at

Key West in 1886 seeking someone to send to Cuba as a missionary,

the pastor William F*  Wood decided to go*  He had earlier helped
3hestablish Southern Baptist work in Cuba*  Having been appointed

as missionary by the Jamaican Baptists, Wood arrived in Cienfuegoe
3$November 22, 1886*  He soon reported that the people were express­

ing a warm interest and a willingness to hear his message. Many

were especially interested in the Bible. Wood stated:

^Odell, It Came to Pass, 97-98*

A/illiam F. Wood to Christian Index, Cienfuegos, July 15,
1888, Christian Index, LXV (August 2,1888), 2.

35̂Diaz to Tucker, Havana, December 2, 1886, Christian Index,
LKIV (December 16, 1886), li*  Dr*  Tucker was editor of the Christian
Index* ~
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A woman visited us on Sunday, who had never seen a Bible,
and was anxious to see one. When one was put into her
hand she looked at it, turning over the leaves with such
expressions of astonishment as would have been amusing,
if not for her lamentable ignorance. In every thing
else but the existence of the Bible she was very intelli-
gent. One woman came to us three times to obtain a Bible•

A few months later Wood testified that he had given away all his

Testaments and religious tracts but had many inquirers for more 

such material. He needed Christian literature in Spanish. Wood

was beginning to baptize some of the converts^ but he was having

trouble holding services, as it was necessary to meet behind closed

shutters and barred doors for fear of violence. One Sunday night

during the service a mob had made hideous noises with drums, pans,

yells and curses, and in vain had tried to break up the service.

Despite this interference Wood stated that a large congregation,

which the paper reported as five hundred, "with breathless interest

listened to the Word, and strong men bowed their heads and wept.”

At the close, Wood baptized sixteen men. The converts were then
37spreading the Word.

Wood reported in 1888 that of the 1,100 Baptists in Cuba

he had baptized two hundred. The Baptists in Cienfuegos were hold­

ing a boys’ orphan school which had seventy-five scholars. Four

colporteurs were working in the area, two on the plantations and

two in the towns. Through their work men had been converted and

Wood to Christian Index, Cienfuegos, December 1£, 1886,
Christian Index, LXV (January 6, 1887), 3*

37Wood to Christian Index, Cienfuegos, March 27, 1887,
Christian Index, LKV (April 7, 1887),
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come fifty miles to be baptized*  After working in Cuba two years,

Wood returned to his pastorate at Key West.^^ The work of the

Jamaican Baptists at Cienfuegos, however, continued until the War
for Independence.^

The American Baptists began work in Cuba in 1899.The

Rev. H» R. Moseley, a former Mexican missionary, arrived in Santiago

in that year to superintend the work of the American Baptists.^2

In November, 1899, representatives of the .American Baptist Home

Mission Society and the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist

Convention met in Wadiington, D.C., to consider the relations of

the two bodies in carrying out the work in Cuba and Puerto Rico.

It was decided that the American Baptists would work in the island

of Puerto Rico and the two eastern provinces of Cuba, while Southern

Baptists would carry on their work in the remaining four provinces

of Cuba.43 The two eastern provinces delegated as the field of

American Baptists were Orients and Camaguey. The first American

Baptist Church was organized in Santiago in 1899.^ By 1900 the

3^Wood to Christian Index, Cienfuegos, July 15, 1888,
Christian Index, LXV (August 2, 1888), 2.

^Browne, Key West, the Old and the New, lit*
^Dlaz to Tichenor, July 15, 1891, Our Home Field, III

(August, 1891), 7, and J. T. Gracey, "Cuba,11 Missionary Review of
the World, XVII (March, 189h), 218.

^American Baptist Home Mission Society, American Baptist
Missionaries Report from Latin America (New York, 1957), 1. Here-
inafter cited as American Baptist Missionaries Report.

^2W. 0. Powell, "Fran Havana," Christian Index, LXXIX
(February 9, 1899), 5*

nplans for Cuba and Puerto Rico," Missionary Review of
the World, XXII (January, 1899), 53* ~

^Herbert Caudill, Our Cuban Mission Field (Atlanta, n.d.), 2
(A pamphlet issued by the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.)
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church at Santiago had 150 members and property in the middle of the

city worth tan thousand dollars. Work had also been established at

Manzanillo and Guantanamo. The American Baptists had grown to

thirty-seven organized churches with a membership of 1,537 in 191ii.^

The third group, Southern Baptists, will be discussed later.

The Society of Friends began work in Cuba when the island

got its independence from Spain. By 1900 they had two meetings
I

on the island. 4 In 191h the Friends had grown to seven organized
118churches with lj67 members.

The Havana Post commented editorially on these Protestant

groups moving into Cuba:

It is a hopeful sign of the times that Christian
missions supported by the great Protestant churches of
the United States are increasing fast in Cuba ....
This fact presages the cultivation of fraternity, the
broadening of religious spirit, the building up of a
more practical religious life, less dependence on
theories and forms, and the founding of schools and
colleges that shall lay the foundation of free Christian
thought. Every lover of independent thought and free­
dom of conscience hails the appearance of Protestant
missions with joy.

In Havana are missions of the religious bodies known
as Presbyterian, Episcopal, Baptist, Methodist Episcopal
South, Churches of Christ or Disciples of Christ,
Congregaticnalist, Friends, and probably otters. The
enterprise of these missions is becoming more and more
evident every week ever the city. They all stand for a

^"Christian Missions in Our New Possessions," Missionary
Review of the World, XXIII (March, 1900), 206. ' ‘  “

^Greene, "Fifteen Years in Cuba," Missionary Review of
the World, XXXVIII (March, 1915), 181. ~

)i7 . • •

"Christian Missions in Our New Possessions," Missionary
Review of the World, XXIII (March, 1900), 207. , '

^Greene, "Fifteen Years in Cuba, “ Mis sionary Review of
the World, XXXVIII (March, 1915), 181.



national school system, in Cuba that shall afford for
every child an education, yea, that shall make it com­
pulsory that every child under a certain age shall learn
the primary elements of intelligent citizenship•

In February of 1902 the first general Protestant conference
ever held in Cuba met at Cienfuegos.^ The meeting was to discuss

the ways and means of spreading the gospel as preached by Protestants.^

The meeting had a number of speakers including representatives of

the WCTU and the American Bible Society. Committees were appointed

for different purposes, including a committee to represent the

interests of the evangelical work before the authorities of the

island. The group resolved as individual Christian workers they

would not commence work in any town of six thousand or less when

the field was occupied by another denomination; they would not

enter a town of fifteen thousand or less where two denominations

were already at work; they would not enter a town of twenty-five

thousand where already three denominations had work. They also

resolved not to encourage the transfer of ministers or members
^2from one denomination to another for trivial causes.

The report on Protestant work at this meeting showed

twenty-eight towns having been occupied, forty-one churches organized

and fifty-one outstations served by seventy pastors and preachers

and sixty-seven other helpers. The church buildings owned were

^Havana Post, October 21, 1900, 2.

^Havana Post, February 13, 1902, 1.

•^Havana Post, November 15, 1901, 1.

52Havana Post, February 26, 1902, h.
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valued at $153,500. There were 2,347 members and 551 candidates
53for membership with seventeen candidates preparing for the ministry*

By 1907 the Protestant membership in Cuba had grown to 7,800 with

two thousand candidates for membership. There were 230 stations,

ninety-six pastors, and sixty-seven native helpers and twenty-seven

students for the ministry. The island boasted fifty-eight church

edifices valued at $168,412 and twenty-five parsonages valued at
$46,500. There were two newspapers.^4 In 1914 the Protestants

had in Cuba 290 missions and 149 organized churches with 10,975

members. There were 170 ordained clergy and the total average
annual expenditures of the Protestants in Cuba was $221,429.^

The work of the Protestant denominations in Cuba was sup­

ported by the sponsoring mission boards and by contributions of

the members. A spirit of cooperation among the Cubans became evi­

dent in the construction and upkeep of church buildings. One Cuban,

Aurelio Garcia, permitted a Presbyterian group to use a small house

on his lot. When the services became too large for the house,

Garcia, a stone mason, with seme fellow workers, constructed a

church in his front yard. Another Christian man built a church,

charging only half the usual price. The women did their part

cleaning and scrubbing to save janitor’s pay. Even the children

^3Ibid.

54>H,’Gospel Progress in Cuba, " Our Home Field, XVIII (May,
1907), 10*- .

55J. Milton Greene, "Fifteen Years in Cuba,” Missionary
Review of the World, XXXVIII (March, 1915), 181. ,
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c'6cooperated by making money to give to the church. At times special

gifts were contributed by interested individuals. An American gentle­

man resident in Cuba gave twenty thousand dollars to the Methodists

for the purchase and improvement of property in Santiago and
<7

Camaguey.

The ministry of the Sunday school was very important in

the work of the Cuban Protestants. Almost every Protestant group

had a Sunday school from the beginnir^ of its work. As early as

1890 both the Presbyterians'’ and the Methodists^ were holding

Sunday schools in Cuba. The Protestants had eighty-five Sunday
schools with four thousand pupils in 1903*̂  In 1914 there were

234 Sunday schools teaching 10,633 pupils.^ A national Sunday

/ school convention was formed in 1907 and at its 1913 meeting there

were 169 delegates from nearly all the Protestant churches on the

island. In their three-day meeting they had reports on the Sunday
62school work and discussed plans for improving it.

^6Odell, It Came to Pass, 101-102, 113.

George Eayrs, W. J. Townsend, and H. B. Workman (eds.),
A New History of Methodism (Nashville, n.d.), II, 413.

^80dell, It Came to Pass, 79•

59
Cannon, History of Southern Methodist Missions, 223.

60”Evangelization of Cuba,” Missionary Review of the "World,
XXVI (December, 1903), 947.

^Greene, ’’Fifteen Years in Cuba,” Missionary Review of
the World, XXXVIII (March, 1915), 181.

62 ’•National Sunday-school Convention in Cuba,” Missionary
Review of the World, XXXVII (February, 1914), 157.
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The aim and mission of Methodism in Cuba was described

thus: **to  give the Cuban people a pure gospel, to establish a

self-sustaining Church with a trained body of preachers, teachers,
and workers called from the sons and daughters of the country."^

The ministry of most Protestant groups in Cuba had a similar goal*

In its ministry, the Cuban Protestant church stressed

evangelism. A report of the Presbyterian mission work stated:

Evangelism continued to be the most important phase of
the mission work in the West Indies. Every pastor con­
siders himself an evangelist and devotes the greater
part of his time to ths presentation of the claims of
Christ either by public address or through personal
work. Many of the pastors preach in different parts
of the city or community where they live five nights
out of every seven. Each of the Presbyteries has set
aside one of its most effective men to devote the
greater part of. his time and energies to the promotion
of evangelism.

In 1904-1905 systematic revival work was begun in Cuba by

the Methodists. The Cubans were responsive to the Christian mes­

sage presented in this way aid 1x90 converts were added to the
65Methodist Church ty this campaign.

The Protestant groups also held evangelical meetings in

the homes of the Cuban people. The old-fashioned homes had parlors

with plenty of seats which were used when holding services in the

homes. The missionary was usually accompanied by wanen and girls

from the church to assist with the singing and to help keep order

■’Cannon, History of Southern Methodist Missions, 223.
^Clifford Merrill Drury, One Hundred and Fifty Years of

National Missions History, Presbyterian Panorama (PhiladelphiaT”
1952), SYli*  Hereinafter cited as Drury, Missions History.

^Eayrs, et al., A New History of Methodism, II li!3.
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in the home services. This was necessary for the people at first

did not know they were not to interrupt a service. An example of

this problem was described thus:

In the chapel when Mr. Hall first began to preach, three
little girls got up right in the middle of his sermon,
filed solemnly down the aisle to where he stood behind
the table and asked him to please excuse them but they
had to go home. All shook hands with him and decorously zz
departed, having shown how well they had been brought up* 00

Music was a valuable part of the Protestant church program.

The singing of hymns, the development of organized choir work, and

the publication of music were of the greatest importance in the

work of the church in Cuba. In one church the members told what

major influence brought them to the church. Seventy-five per cent

of those present said they had been drawn to the church by music.

Many had stood in the streets and listened to the music long before

they had come inside aid learned the hymns. English hymns were

adapted for the use of Spanish congregations. Many of the Cubans
67were very talented in music.

Some of the Cubans were reached by Protestants at the time

of a death in the f anily. The Catholic priests were not usually

seen by the bedside of the dying or at funerals unless paid to

carry out rites on those occasions. When the Cubans observed the

Protestant ministers at the home of a dying church member and con­

ducting funerals without charge, many asked the Protestant ministers

to perform services for their dead loved ones. In this way the

Odell, It Came to Pass, 8?«

67Ibid., 137.
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Protestants had a chance to witness to many Cuban families.

Protestants also reached the people by getting Bibles to

them. One layman in the Presbyterian Church sold more than twelve

thousand Bibles or portions of the Gospel in a period of four years

The effect of getting the Bible in the hands of the people was seen

in this report from the .American Baptists:

Several months ago a Haitian Christian on a plantation
north of Cristo was driven fran the farm by the owner
who accused him of being a witch, having in his posses­
sion a black book that evidently had come from the devil.
A neighboring farmer gave the Haitian employment and
asked to see the book, which turned out to be a Bible.
As a result of reading this book the farmer, a Spaniard,
was converted. The Haitian and his white employer began
work together as evangelists.

As a result of these two men’s work the American Baptist Superin­

tendent was called to help organize a new church in the community.
71The whole community found a new interest in religion.

There was not a race question in the Cuban Protestant church.

Black and white, Spaniard and Cuban, Mexican and Chinese met and

mingled.7^ However, some denominations had special work with

different race and language groups. Presbyterians began work with
73the Chinese in 1918. The Negro was another special group the

zo
”A Protestant Mass in Cuba,11 Missionary Review of the

World, WV (July, 1911), ~ “
6?0dell, It Came to Pass, 86.

70Coe Hsyne, ’’Some Peacemakers of Cuba,” Missionary Review
of the World, LVTII (July, 1935), 351»

71Ibid.

72"when Cuba ’Fell Anong Thieves’,tt Missionary Review of
the World, LIV (June, 1931), h22.

7^0dell, It Came to Pass, 12h.
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Protestants worked among. The Negro laborer came from the British

West Indies where many were members of the Episcopal or Church of

England. The Episcopal Church in Cuba worked among these groups.

In 19114 regular services for the black Jamaicans were held at

Guantanamo by the Episcopal Church. A beautiful church building

and a resident priest were located there. Services were regularly

maintained also at Santiago, Ensehada de Mora, Banes, Preston,

Felton, and Havana for the large black, English-speaking element.

The Presbyterians appointed a special missionary to work among
7^Negroes from Haiti and Jamaica and the American Baptists worked

76among the Haitian immigrants.'

Special work was done among Americans and other English-

speaking groups. In 1911i the English services in the Episcopal

Cathedral in Havana were the main service in that church. The

Episcopal Church also conducted services for Americans at La Gloria,

an American colony, Bartie on the Isle of Pines, Guantdnamo City

and Guantanamo Naval Station, at the mining camps of Firmeza,

Felton, Paso Estancia, and the sugar estates of Constancia, Preston,
77Banes, and Ensenada de Mora. The Methodists, Baptists and

7)
Albion W. Knight, ’’The Episcopal Church Mission in Cuba,”

Missionary Review of the World, XXXVII (March, I9II4), 196.
7^
'^’’Material and Religious Progress in Cuba,” Missionary

Review of the World, VL (March, 1922), 171-172.

' American Baptist Home Mission Society. ’’The American
Baptist Home Mission Societies in Cuba’’ (newsletter, New York,
1959), !• Hereinafter cited as ’’American Baptists in Cuba."

77Knight, ’’The Episcopal Church Mission in Cuba, ” Missionary
Review of the World, XXXVII (March, 191h), 196.
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Presbyterians had weekly preaching services in English in Havana in

1917.78

The native ministry was alwsys of utmost importance in

Cuba. Most of the Protestant groups tried to establish an indigenous

church*  In 1906 the two Episcopal clergymen resident in the island
79of Cuba were natives. From the beginning of Preshyterian work

special attention was given to the training of a native ministry*

J. Milton Greene was the only American minister in the Presbytery

of Havana in 1913. His fifteen ordained associates were all Cubans,
8owho labored under his superintendency*

From the beginning an important phase of Protestant work

in Cuba was the development of schools. In 1902 the Protestants

had fifty-one day schools with eighty-three teachers and 1,880

pupils, and in 191h fifty dqy schools and boarding schools, having
, 82

3,u39 pupils. There was a great need for these schools^ and they

were warmly accepted. In 1911i the Cuban public schools were inade-
On

quate and the teachers lacked education. The school census

^"Cooperation in Cuba,” Missionary Review of the World, XL
(February, 1917), 136. - ' ~~~

"^Knight, "The Episcopal Church Mission in Cuba,” Missionary
Review of the World, XXXVII (March, 191h), 198.

On

”The Presbyterian Church, " Missionary Review of the
World, XXXVI (March, 1913), 222. - -- —

^Havana Post, Februaiy 28, 1902, h.
O p
° Greene, “Fifteen Years in Cuba," Missionary Review of

the World, XXXVIII (March, 191$), 181. .

Q^”Low Ideals in Cuba," Missionary Review of the World,
XL (August, 191U), 638. ’
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listed 75>O,OOO children as school age in 1923*  The Secretary of

Public Instruction stated that only 176,000 actually attended

classes. Only one high school was provided by the government for
O 1

each of the six provinces. ** There was great enthusiasm for educa­

tion in Cuba. Everyone wanted to learn English in order to travel

and to be able to read publications in that language. Young Cubans

were interested in science^ and in order to become engineers and
fit?

doctors eagerly sought this knowledge.05

Schools conducted by American missionaries were very popular,

especially when the missionaries became known and identified with

the people in the community. The idea of a private school had

great appeal because for generations the people had been deprived
86

of an adequate public school system. When an older son or daughter

had been educated in one of the mission schools they wanted their

brothers, sisters, and friends to have the same privilege. ' A

Catholic commentary regarding the Protestant colleges in Cuba

listed the following characteristics: (1) a well prepared teaching

personnel conscious of its duties; (2) emphasis on the English

language; (3) prominence given to sports; (h) moral discipline;

(5) financial generosity that insured good salaries to professors

and numerous scholarships for students; (6) solicitude in placing

Oj

"Cuba’s Educational Needs," Missionary Review of the
World, XLVI (July, 1923), 57h.

S^Odell, It Came to Pass, 135*

86Ibid., 88.

87"Low Ideals in Cuba," Missionary Review of the World,
XL (August, 191b), 638.
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of graduates, either in careers in the United States or in remunera-
, . . . ,, , , , 88tive posts in the homeland.

The Presbyterians had a strong school program in Cuba that
89started as early as 1890 in the home of the Rev. Evaristo Collazo.

Two of their most important schools were the college La Progressiva

at C&rdenas and the high school at Sancti Spiritus. In the fall of

1900 Dr. Robert L. Wharton, who had been a school teacher in North

Carolina, opened a mission school in C&rdenas. This mission school
90became the great Presbyterian college, La Progresiva. The school

had a great influence in Cuba through the activities of its students

and its graduates. The students visited orphanages, hospitals, the

home of the aged, conducted meetings and parties and distributed

food and clothing. Open air meetings were held in a destitute

section of Cdrdenas with music provided by La Progresiva’s choir,

and a talk by a candidate for the ministry. These studants also

provided lunches for the poor children of the mission and went out

to help with Sunday school and church. Graduates of La Progresiva

remained in Cuba as ministers, teachers, doctors, lawyers, business­

men, and farmers. They became outstanding citizens in public affairs

who were trusted above all for their honesty and interest in others.

When the college celebrated its fiftieth anniversary, the Minister

of Education of Cuba wrote to the college director:

88°John J. Considine, New Horizons in Latin America (New
York, 1958), 272. ’

Q^Odell, It Came to Pass, 80.

^Ibid., 86-87.



The fifty years of the life of the college, La Progresiva,
coincide very happily with the fiftieth anniversary of
the organization of the public schools in Cuba . . • •
The thousands of students who have passed through the
classrooms of this college have taken into the streets
and the community where they live the teaching in civics,
discipline, and work which they absorbed as students,
so that the influence of the college has passed beyond
its walls and the city of Cardenas and has reached the
shoreline of Cuba • • • • The people of Cuba, and
indeed the people of every civilized society, should
be grateful for their centers of learning. These are
the central nerves of a nation. They are the means
of assuring the preparation of the future citizen and g-.
therefore of the well-being of all Cubans of tomorrow. x

In 1903 a school was opened in connection with the Presby­

terian Church in Sancti Spiritus which became a very outstanding

high school. The Bible was the most popular subject in this school

The school was incorporated with the provincial institute ard the

state professors visited it annually to examine the pupils and
92award degrees. The Missionary Review of the World reported the

visit of the government examiners in 1925:

The school has won a great achievement in scholastic
annals. In the past course, when the government
examiners came to hold their yearly examinations,
there was not a single failure and many of the pupils
were awarded the highest grade that is given. After
finishing the examinations the examiners pronounced
the pupils the best prepared of the entire province.

This school was recognized in many ways by the provincial govern­

ment. The weather bureau maintained its official center there,

and a member of the faculty was the technician in charge of the

station. Graduates were admitted to the provincial institute at

91Ibid., 127-128.

92 "Sancti Spiritus," Missionary Review of the World, XT.TT
(September, 1926), 722.

93 "Mission Students Win Honors," Missionary Review of the
World, XLVTII (June, 1925), l>90. _ _ —. . ............
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Santa Clara, the next step in the public school system. The faculty
9hwas entirely Cuban.

The Methodists had established d^y schools in Cuba by 189Q,^

and continued their school program after the war. One of the out­

standing schools of the Methodists was the Colegio Pinson founded

in 1903*  It grew to include an eight year elementary course, a

three year commercial high school, the official Institute of
96Secondary Education, and a small English-speaking school. Later

the Methodists established Candler University, the first Protestant
97university in a Spanish-American country.

Soon after the American Baptists arrived in Cuba they began
98a school program. In addition to the schools operated by the

denomination some local churches set up educational work in areas

where it was needed. The church at Banes became interested in the

children of the plantation laborers. The Christian young people

went out to four communities and opened schools in unused buildings.

The administrator of the sugar company contributed the use of these

buildings and four dollars a month for each school. This was almost
99the sole income for the teachers. American Baptists established

^Odell, It Came to Pass, 108.

95Cannon, History of Southern Methodi st Missions, 223.
96Lewis, Methodist Overseas Missions, 3H-312.

97Ibid., 313.

98z ’’Christian Missions in Our New Possessions,” Missionarv
Review of the World, XXIII (March, 1900), 206. ~

QQz'Hayne, ’’Some Peacemakers of Cuba,” Missionary Review of
the World, LVIII (July, 1935), 351* ' “~ “
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100the Col6gios Internacionales in Cristo in 1907*  By 1917 this

school had 123 boarders and many were being turned away from lack

of accommodations«* 101 102 This school became coeducational with both

day and boarding students. It included a grade and high school with

commercial and music departments. The campus was extensive with

three large two-story buildings, and about fifteen smaller ones,

two baseball fields, and a small school farm. The school was incor­

porated with the government schools, followed their curriculum and

received official recognition; but it went beyond that with emphasis

on its religious program. The students came from both evangelical

and nominally Catholic homes, and each year some made a profession

of faith in Jesus Christ. This college gave the country hundreds

of its leaders in all walks of life. Among the graduates were

prominent doctors, lawyers, men and women in different professions;

but more especially in the field of education and religion the
102graduates made outstanding coribributions through the years.

Schools have been an important part of the Episcopal and

Quaker prrograms in Cuba also. In 19111 the Episcopal church had

five day schools with 669 pupils and the Quakers five schools with

353 pupils.103

^^Kathleen A. Rounds, ”Col6gios Internacionales” (newsletter
The American Baptist Home Mission Society, New York, 1959), 1.

101"A Crowded School in Cuba,” Missionary Review of the
World, XL (January, 1917), 71.

102Rounds, "Col^gios Internacionales," 1*

10^Greene, "Fifteen Years in Cuba,” Missionaiy Review of
the World, XXXVIII (March, 1915), 181.
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The Presbyterians and Episcopalians established orphanages

in Cuba. As early as 1900 the Episcopalians had an orphanage at

Matanzas that cared for IhO children."^1 The Presbyterians organized

an orphanage at Cardenas.

Many different types of people were reached by the Protestants

in Cuba. The Episcopalians reported in 191h that most of the Spanish­

speaking people they were reaching were from the lower and poorer
106classes. Dr. J. Milton Greene, head of the Presbyterian work,

in 1913 wrote, ’’The Protestant outlook in Cuba is very encouraging

among the middle and lower classes. The upper classes seem to be

still firmly attached to the Catholic Church for social reasons,
107eltho [sic] they give no sign of any real religious faith.” '

It was reported in 1919 that one of the converts in Caibarien was

the wealthiest citizen of the town and that many in the political

and business circles were becaning believers or sympathizers•

Dr. Odell, superintendent of Presbyterian work in Cuba from 1917

until 19h9, told of visiting the church at Cabaiguan on Sunday

morning during an election and finding all four candidates for

lOkt’christian Missions in Our New Possessions,” Missionary
Review of the World, XXXVIII (March, 1900), 207. —

105̂Odell, It Came to Pass, 93•
106

Knight, "The Episcopal Church Mission in Cuba,” Mis si onary
Review of the World, XXVII (March, 191h), 198. , ----------------

107t’The Presbyterian Church,’’ Missionary Review of the
World, XXXVI (March, 1913), 222. .

"Progress in Cuba,” Missionary Review of the World,
XT.TT (January, 1919), 66.
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109mayor were in the Bible class. The first American Baptist at

Yara was the municipal judge, who became an outstanding preacher.

One of the effective Methodist preachers came from S£>ain in the

d^ys of General Weyler and was converted at Santiago.’^’

At first the opposition to both educational and evangeli­

cal work by the Protestants was well organized and at times very

annoying and even threatening. The more successful the church or

the school, the better organized the opposition. Missionaries

had to work constantly under the handicap of being misinterpreted

and misrepresented. One missionary after he had announced a service

and made provision for a large turnout found only one person, his
112wife, in the congregation. However, soon the fine services

rendered by churches, schools, clinics, and community centers won
113

for the Protestants a wholesome respect from all classes of society. J

Dr. Greene reported in 1915 that scarcely a day passed that they

were not invited to open work in new centers. Many sympathizers

would say that they might be counted on for moral support, although

for personal and domestic reasons they could not yet openly affiliate

with the Protestants. This often meant that the wives, mothers, or

109Odell, It Came to Pass, 111*

HOnayne, nSome Peacemakers of Cuba, ” Missionary Review of
the World, LVIII (July, 1935), 350. .

Soanish Colporteur in Cuba," Missionary Review of the
World, mni (March, 191h), 227.

■LL20dell, It Came to Pass, 88.
113

Drury, Missions History, 275*
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sweethearts opposed their joining the Protestant church»J“U|

The Protestants usually had good relations with the govern­

ment. A Presbyterian minister in Union de Reyes was asked by the

town authorities to become a member of the municipal civic committee

and given the job of cleaning up the town.^^ A senator living in

Cardenas gave $2,500 for the construction of a small dormitory in

the Preslgyterian school there. The same man, when he learned that

the school might have to close because a building could not be

rented large enough to accommodate it, volunteered to sell the

Presbyterians a building in the center of the city for about half

its value. When he heard there was no money for the purchase of

this property, the senator replied, "You can pay for it at any time

within the next twenty-five years, without a mortgage and without
interest.1’ The deed was delivered on these conditions.''’^

According to reports from Protestant sources, Protestantism

had definite effects on Cuba. Dr. Greene gave this opinion:

The quickening of intellectual life, purification of
domestic conditions, the inclination of industry as
a religious virtue, the condemnation of the lottery
and other forms of gambling, all these and other similar
influences have created an atmosphere which we are wont
to consider the indirect result of Protestantism.11*

^■^Greene, ’’Fifteen Years in Cuba," Missionary Review of
the World, XXXVIII (March, 1915), 181.

115 ’’A Social Worker in Cuba," Missionary Review of the
World, XLII (April, 1919), 316.

116Cdoll, It Came to Pass, 87-88.

•^Greene, "Fifteen Years in Cuba," Missionary Review of
the World, XXXVIII (March, 1915), 181.
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The creation of a purer civic atmosphere was one result of

the Protestant work in Cuba. According to the Missionary Review

of the World some of the fruits of this work were self control,

civic integrity, truthfulness and honesty in business, implanta­

tion of moral convictions in the children, who, trained in Christian

ideals, grew up into a new generation desiring pure politics.

The Protestant converts were more interested in civic affairs.

A movement to s ecure a library for the community of Antilia, Cuba,

was begun in the local Methodist Church.^^ Another result was

the improvement in hygiene and sanitation. The missionary gave

needed instruction in hygiene, taught the need of sanitation,
120and imparted a knowledge of the laws of health.

Protestantism resulted in increased marriages in Cuba.

At the end of the Spanish-American War it was estimated that 168

thousand Cubans were living in concubinage. The Protestant clergy

performed marriages without charge, thus lifting from the people

the heavy yoke formerly imposed upon them in the excessive marriage

fees demanded by the priests. More and more of the masses turned

to the Protestants for marriages. In the Southern Judicial District

of Havana the number of matrimonial inscriptions from 1910-1913

T “1 Q
’’By-products of Christian Missions in Cuba, ” Missionary

Review of the Wbrld, XXXV (January, 1912), 66.
119

"A Revival in Cuba,” Missionary Review of the World,
XLV (May, 1922), hl 2.

120 "By-products of Christian Missions m Cuba,” Missionary
Review of the World, XXX/ (January, 1912), 66. “ “ 
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reached, a total of l,f>79» Of these 982 were Protestant, hl8 were
121Roman Catholic, and 179 were civil.

Protestants, Dr. Greene felt, had affected Roman Catholicism

in Cuba. The Protestant example, he stated, had stimulated the

priests to a higher moral and evangelical tone in their pulpit

utterances. He commented further about the priests, "They have

also been stirred up to repair their dingy church edifices and to

furnish them with pews instead of leaving the faithful, as formerly,
122to stand, kneel or sit upon the cold stone floors.” The Missionary

Review of the World pointed out that the Protestant missionaries’

consecrated lives became object lessons. The priests began to pay

more attention to their sermons and do some expository preaching.

The Catholics had also begun the reading of the scriptures and
123singing of hymns in Spanish. J Sunday schools and young peoples’

societies were organized in the Roman Catholic churches.

121Greene, "Fifteen Years in Cuba,11 Missionary Review of
the World, XXXVIII (March, 1915), 181. “ " •

122Ibid., 177.

123 ’’By-products of Christian Missions in Cuba,” Missionary
Review of the World, XXXV (January, 1912), 66.

l2^”Children in Cuba,” Missionary Review of the World,
LIV (June, 1931), h73.



CHAPTER II

THE PRE-WAR YEARS, 1884-1896: A SUMMARY* 1

The initial missionaiy efforts of the Southern Baptist

Convention in Cuba resulted from the leadership of the Rev. William F.

Wood, missionary pastor in Key West, Florida. In 1884, soon after

Wood went to Key West as missionaiy pastor of the Baptist church

there, three members of the Fales family of Cuba joined his church.

Mrs. Fales and her two daughters, Adela and Marie Aneta, had first

attended a Baptist church nine years earlier in Biloxi, Mississippi.

Adela Fales*  unusual interest spurred Wood’s desire to do mission

work among the Cubans in Key West and to send the gospel to Cuba."

Wood introduced a resolution at the Florida Baptist Conven­

tion of 1884 urging that it begin work among the Cubans. Accordingly,

the convention instructed its Board of Missions to employ Adela

Fales as teacher and interpreter for Wood in his work among the

almost five thousand Cubans at Key West. By July, 1885, Wood

reported that the Cuban mission had sixteen members, eleven men

■^This chapter is based on Harold Edward Greer, Jr., "A
History of Southern Baptist Mission Work in Cuba from Its Beginnings
to 1896” (unpublished Master’s thesis, Department of History,
University of Alabama, 1963).

^H. M. King, ’’Origin of the Cuban Work,**  Our Home Field,
I (March, 1889), 6.

^Ibid.
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and five women. Some converts of this mission moved back to Cuba

and urged Wood to come and establish a mission there.One con­

vert of the Key West mission, Angel Godenas, went to Cuba to
preach and distribute Bibles in the summer of 1885.^ When these

converts in Cuba sent back word of a man named Alberto J. Diaz

preaching Baptist doctrines to large congregations in Havana,
7the Florida Board of Missions instructed Wood to investigate.

In Cuba, Wood met Diaz, future leader of Baptist mission

work in the island. Diaz, born in Guanabacoa, 1853, won at eighteen

a medical degree from the University of Havana. Soon after gradua­

tion he joined the Cuban fight for independence from Spain in the

Ten Years’ War, 1868-1878. Spanish soldiers surrounded Diaz and

some companions near the coast. Under cover of darkness, the

Cubans pushed out to sea holding to a large plank. Twenty-four

hours later a United States steamer picked them up and carried
o

them to New York. Diaz joined some fellow Cuban exiles working

in a cigar factory for a time, and later entered a New York medical

^William F. Wood to Tichenor, Key West, July 22, 1885,
Christian Index, LXIII (April 9, 1885), 3*

^Excerpt from letter of Wood in report by Tichenor, Christian
Index, LXIII (July 9, 1885), 5.

^Letter, Wood, Key West, August 16, 1886, Christian Index,
T.XTV (September 2, 1886), 2.

?King, "Origin of the Cuban Work," Our Home Field, I
(March, 1889), 6.

o
"W. M. S. Cuban Catechism,” Christian Index, LX.VI1I

(January 15, 1891), 5. Diaz’s autobiography as he gave it. at the
Southern Baptist Convention, Montgomery, Alabama, May, 1886.
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college for further study in his profession, particularly the treat­

ment of the eye and ear. Unaccustomed to the cold climate, Dfaz

was stricken with pneumonia. During his illness he became interested

in the New Testament read to him by a Christian visitor, a Miss

Alice Tucker. The story of Jesus’ healing of Blind Bartimeus drew
9his particular attention and while studying it, Dfaz was converted.

After the Treaty of El Zanj<5n ended the Ten Tears’ War in
1878,^0 Dfaz returned to Cuba. He gathered a group of over a

hundred who regularly met and listened to him explain the Bible.

However, when accusations by the Catholic priests cost him his

medical practice, he returned to New YorkH and during his stay

12was naturalized as a United States citizen. Dr. R. B. Montgomery,

pastor of the Willoughby Avenue Baptist Church, baptized Dfaz on

November 26, 1882, and gave him instruction in Bible doctrine and
13interpretation. J In the spring of 1883, Dfaz returned to Cuba as

a colporteur of the American Bible Society sponsored by a society

of Christian women in Philadelphia.

^J. Willi am Jones, "Sketch of Rev. A. J. Dfaz, ’The
Apostle of Cuba',” The Seminaiy Magazine, IX (April,. I896), 3h9-353*

10Alfred Barnaby Thomas, Latin America, A History (New
York, 1956), 536.

11 Alberto J. Dfaz, "The Cuban Mission,” Missionary Review
of the World, XV (March, 1892), 188-189. .

12I. T. Tichenor, ’’Cuba, ” Our Home Field, I (August, 1888), 2<
13Letter, R. B. Montgomery, Brooklyn, February 23, 1893,

Our Home Field, V (March, 1893), 5*
l^Tichenor, ’’Cuba," Our Home Field, I (August, 1888), 2.
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Diaz rented a hall at Prado 11$, the main street in Havana,

where a curious throng came to hear the preacher who dared to read

from the Bible and denounce the Catholic Church. Anything that

promised rebellion against the established authority easily attracted

the minds of the Cuban men. Some of them accepted the gospel that

Diaz preached and decided to organize a church. When Diaz wrote

to New York for the constitution and by-laws of a Baptist church,

he received the reply that the only guide should be the New Testament.

The resulting church, organized on the principles of the New Testament,

Wood found when he went to Cuba at the request of the Florida Board

of Missions.^

Wood reported his findings to the Home Mission Board, who

sent them to the Foreign Mission Board.Though the Foreign Board

was unable to go into Cuba at that time, they did not consent to
17the Home Mission Board occupying the field. Thereupon, the

Florida Baptist Convention in November, 1885, instructed its Board
1 o

of Missions to inaugurate a mission in Cuba. Accordingly, after

a council of pastors and deacons ordained Alberto J. Diaz on

December 13, 1885, in the First Baptist Church of Key West, the

^Ibid.

l^Minutes, September 10, 1885, Home Mission Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention (MS in files of the Board, Atlanta).
Hereinafter cited as Minutes, followed by the date.

17’»Forty-First Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Proceedings, Thirty-First Session, Forty-First Year, of the
Southern Baptist Convention (Atlanta, 1886), x. Hereinafter cited
as Proceedings, followed by the year.

l^King, ’’Origin of the Cuban Work, “ Our Home Field, I
(March, 1889), 6.



Florida Board of Missions employed him and his sister Minnia Dfaz

as the first missionaries of Southern Baptists in Cuba."1"9

Wood went to Havana to help Diaz organize the Baptist work*

He gave the following description of the first Baptist baptism in

Cuba, which occurred on January 20, 1886:

On Wednesday night, with Brother Alberta [Alberto],
we went to meeting in Havana. At the close of the
service we went by twos, and very quietly wending our
way through the streets, we came to the sea, and there,
by the light of the moon, in an obscure place, we bap­
tized three believers, the first fruits unto God of
this mission in Havana, Cuba. Then, scattering as we
came, went to our homes. God’s holy name be praised
for this beginning. u

Other baptisms followed, all carried on in secret, as the law did

not tolerate any act of worship outside a building, except to the
21Roman Catholic religion. On January 26, 1886, this group of

baptized believers organized themselves into the first Baptist
22church in Cuba, the Gethsemane Baptist Church.

The new mission grew, both in numbers and in its ministry.

A mission point was established at Jesus del Monte and a day school

was added to the Havana mission. By March, 1886, Diaz reported

that he had baptized forty-five persons, and that interest was

19Ibid.

^Letter, Wood, Havana, January 23, 1886, Christian Index,
LXIV (February lh, 1886), h.

PTLetter, Wood, Havana, January 26, 1886, Christian Index,
LXIV (February 2$, 1886), h. " “ ~~

22jones, "Sketch of Rev. A. J. Diaz, ’The Apostle of
Cuba’," The Seminary Magazine, IX (April, 1896), 3h?-3i>3»
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increasing. Both Diaz and Wood addressed the Southern Baptist

Convention meeting in Montgomery, Alabama, May 7, 1886, in behalf

of the Cuban work. The convention voted to adopt the work in Cuba

and entrusted it to the care of the Home Mission Board.On

January 21i, 1887, a year after the organization of the first church,

Diaz reported the Baptist membership in Cuba as 133, with 257
25members in three Sunday schools. Diaz was teaching a preparatory

class for ministers attended by six young men, all graduates of
^6Havana University.

One of the urgent needs arising during this first year

was for a cemetery, since the Catholics, who owned the cemeteries,

did not allow Baptists to be buried there. Contributions made

by J. S. Paine, a Baptist businessman from Boston who spent his

winters in Cuba, and the Alabama Baptist Convention made possible
27the purchase of six acres of ground for a cemetery on January 23,

1885. ° When the Bishop of Havana contested the procuring of a 

23̂Harold Edward Greer, Jr., "History of Southern Baptist
Mission Work in Cuba from Its Beginnings to 1896" (unpublished
Master’s thesis, Department of History, University of Alabama,
1963), 18-19.

^Proceedings, 1886, 13, 21, 29.

25Diaz to Home Mission Board, Havana, Januaiy 21j, 1887,
Third Quarterly Report of Mission in Cuba, Christian Index, LXV
(February 17, 1887), 3*

pZ
°Dlaz to Tucker, Havana, December 2, 1886, Christian

Index, LXIV.,(December 16, 1886), h.

2?"Cuba," Our Home Field, I (August, 1888), 3*

28Diaz to Home Mission Board, Havana, January 21i, 1887,
Third Quarterly Report of Mission in Cuba, Christian Index, LXV
(February 17, 1887), 3* ...
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license, on the basis of the law that only a church could, own a

cemetery, the Captain-General decided that in the eyes of the law

’’the Baptist church of Havana was as much a church as the Catholic
29church." The Bishop then futilely offered Dfaz $20,000 to sell

30the cemetery and leave Cuba.

The Home Mission Board reported to the Southern Baptist

Convention in May, 1887, that the membership in Cuba had grown to

three hundred with over four hundred in the Sunday schools and

l£0 in the two day schools. Six missionaries worked in five mission

points and the Board had expended $2,2^8.90 in the support of the

mission in the past year. The Board further stated, "The wonder­

ful work in this field, considering the time and means expended in

its prosecution, has never been surpassed in the history of modern
t»31missions.

When a smallpox epidemic broke out in Havana in the fall

of 1887, Diaz, assisted by his congregation, served his members

and others as a doctor as well as a minister, for many doctors,
32priests, and the wealthy fled the city. Thirty-five members

died during the epidemic. This sacrificial service won many con­

verts, for at the beginning of the epidemic the membership had

2?'«cuba," Our Home Field, I (August, 1888), 3®

William Jones, "Our Cuban Cemetery," June 19, 1888,
Christian Index, LXV (June 28, 1888), h. A report written by
J. William Jones, Assistant Secretary of the Home Mission Board.

^"Forty-Second Annual Report of the Home Mission Board, ”
Proceedings, 1887, xxxii, xxxviii.

to Tichenor, Havana, October 10, 1887, Christian
Index, LXV (October 27, 1887), 3. ~
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numbered 3^0; by December when it ended the membership totaled

seven hundred.^

Dr. Isaac Taylor Tichenor, Corresponding Secretary of the

Home Mission Board, and two other Board members inspected the

Cuban mission field in January, 1888. They visited several of

the six churches and twelve preaching stations in and around

Havana. Dr. Tichenor described the services in this way:

At all their services, at every station, the people
fill every available spot to hear the gospel, what
struck us all was the deep, earnest opened-eyed unflag­
ging attention paid by all to the preaching. Their
singing, though not highly artistic, is spirited and
devotional. You feel that they are wafting their .
heart’s deep devotion heavenward on the wings of song.

Tichenor felt that many of the Cuban people were dissatisfied with

Catholicism and ready for the gospel.

In its annual report, 1888, the Home Mission Board listed

1,100 church members, seventeen missionaries, l,f>00 Sunday school

pupils and h5>0 day school pupils, six churches reporting eight

hundred baptisms and nineteen stations for preaching. One-half

the dead were being buried in the Baptist cemetery. Eight thousand

persons had applied for membership in the Baptist churches but

many of these were ignorant of the true qualifications for church 

^Dfaz to Tichenor, Havana, December 27, 1387, Christian
Index, LXV (January 19, 1888), 2.

^1. T. Tichenor, "Visit to Cuba," Christian Index, LXV
(February 9, 1888), 2-3*  .

^Ibid.
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membership and desired only to exchange the Catholic Church for

one which they preferred.

In the spring of 1888 the Bishop of Havana attacked Diaz

and the Baptist cemetery from the pulpit of the Cathedral in
37Havana. He burned his photograph, excommunicated all the Baptists

Q O

in the city,-5 and issued an appeal in the papers and circulars
39for the Cuban people not to use the Baptist cemetery. He also

obstructed the only road to the Baptist cemetery.In the dis­

pute that followed, the Havana papers published all Diaz’s sermons

and announced ahead of time his sermon topics, such as "Which are

the Heretics, Catholics or Baptists?" and "Which Cemetery Has Been

Blessed of God?" So many people came that it was necessary to

rent a theatre nearby to accommodate them. Diaz estimated that

four thousand people attended some of these meetings.* 4^

There followed in July two disturbances over the burying

of Baptists in nearly Las Puentes. On July 1 the priest and

twenty soldiers interrupted a Baptist funeral procession and took

^6"Forty-Third Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Proceedings, 1888, i, vi#

37J. William Jones, "Our Cuban Cemetery," June 19, 1888,
Christian Index, LXV (June 28, 1888), h. * 3

3®"Glimpses and Glances," Christian Index, LXV (June 7,
1888), 9.

3^"Our Cuban Cemetery," Christian Index, LXV (June 7,
1888), 1.

^®I. T. Tichenor, "A Second Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field,
I (December, 1888), 6-7»

^Diaz to Tichenor, June h and 11, 1888, "Our Cuban Cemetery,"
Christian Index, LXV (June 28, 1888), U.
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the body to the Catholic church. A crowd of lf>00 enraged sympathizers

threatened to burn the church and kill the priest, but Diaz calmed

them by promising court action.On July 23 when a child of Baptist

parents died the priests placed soldiers before the door to pre­

vent the burial of the child in the Baptist cemetery. A misunder­

stood order from the Captain-General permitted the Baptists to
1 Q

bury the child.

When the Home Mission Board appealed to the State Depart­

ment, Secretary Thomas Bayard made an effort to secure justice for
the Baptists in Cuba.^ The Baptist cemetery remained open and

the civil government accorded the Baptists the right to bury their

dead children, though previously baptized by Catholic priests, in

their own cemeteries. Non-Baptists were also being buried in the
Baptist cemetery.^ The civil government promised protection for

the Baptists in their right of worship,^ and guaranteed them the
1 o

right to open mission stations in any part of the island.

Tichenor advanced three reasons for Baptist progress and

Catholic opposition in Cuba. One he stressed was corruption and

^Dfaz to Tichenor, July 2, 1888, “Cuba, ” Our Home Field,
I (August, 1888), 6. .

^Letter, Diaz, n.d., “Persecution in Cuba,” Christian
Index, LXV (August 23, 1888), h.

^“Cuba," Christian Index, LXV (September 13, 1888), 9.

^1. T. Tichenor, “Cuba,” Christian Index, LXV (November 22,
1888), 9- • • -

^Tichenor, WA Second Visit to Cuba, ” Our Home Field, I
(December, 1888), 6.,

^Tichenor, "Cuba," Christian Index, LXV (November 22,
1888), 9. ■ - - . -
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immorality among the priests, which had lost for them the confidence

and respect of the great mass of the people. Another reason was

the strength of the Liberal Party in Cuba which opoosed the exist­

ing government with which the Catholic Cnurch was allied in all

its acts of oppression. This Party, composed of all native Cabans

and a significant number of Spaniards, was in thorough sympathy

with the Baptist work and principles. A third reason was the

liberal position of the Havana press, which strongly opposed the

existing ecclesiastical and political government and sympathized

with the Baptist work. Knowing these facts, the Bishop tried to

drive out the Baptists, and he thought closing the cemetery the

best way.

By the spring of 1889 Catholic opposition was decreasing

and authorities were treating the Baptists with more consideration.

Even though Spanish law required that Protestant worship he held

in secret, the attitude of the civil authorities enabled the Baptists

frequently to open their doors and windows during worship. News­

papers willingly made announcements of Baptist meetings. The Cuban

people welcomed anything which broadened their liberties and re­

laxed the grasp of Spanish power. The Baptist work had found
ho

sympathy among them and helped to mold public opinion in Havana.

The Gethsemane Baptist Church under the leadership of Diaz

soon outgrew its rented hall, in November, 1338, Tichanor visitsd

^Tichenor, "A Second Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field, I
(December, 1868), 6-7.

r. Tichenor, "Another Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field,
I (March, 1339)» 5*
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Cuba to consider a site for a new church and found for sale the Jand

Theatre, where Dfaz had preached during his debate with the Bishop.^

On the recommendation of Tichenor, the Home Mission Board at its

November meeting voted to buy for $65,000 the theatre^ which had

originally cost $11*0,000  in 1880.^^ The theatre stood on a corner

in the finest part of Havana, on Dragones Street, between Zulueta

Street and the Prado, and covered a lot 120 feet by 150 feet.^3

It was a stone structure capable of seating three thousand people

in its auditorium, an amphitheatre covered by an iron dome eighty

feet above. The building was handsomely furnished, well lighted

and ventilated, and had fine acoustic properties. Three apart­

ments and two stores were part of the building. Its purchase

gave the Cuban Baptists immediate possession of a fine house of

worship, still in use, and gave confidence to the people of Havana
5b

in the stability and permanence of the Baptist work.

In 188? J. V. Cova, a former Episcopal lay minister partially

educated in the United States, joined the Baptist church after

50Lansing Burrows, "The Havana Church,” Christian Index,
LXIX (March 31, 1892), 6.

•^Minutes, November 23, 1888.

52’’House of Worship in Havana, ” Christian Index, LXV
(November 29, 1888), 9. ...

^’’The Havana Building Bought by the Home Board,” Christian
Index, LXVI (July 25, 1889), 6. .

^1. T. Tichenor, ’’House of Worship in Havana,” Christian
Index, LXV. (December 6, 1888), 3, and Burrows, "The Havana Church,"
Christian Index, LXIX (March 31, 1892), 6.



hh

studying Baptist doctrine and its Biblical basis. He described

his experience in this way:

As I read over the Scriptures with this object, rays
of light shone for me, and the Christian baptism by
immersion only granted to those who have a knowledge
of what they do, appeared to me by the first time as
the only one consistent with the evangelical prescrip­
tion • • • • I went to be received a member of the
Havana Baptist Church, and I was baptized in November
of the same year.55

After ordination, Cova became one of the outstanding Baptist leaders

in Cuba.^6

In June, 1890, Baptists again suffered persecution. In

Guanabacoa, the police interrupted services the night of June 2$,

arrested Dfaz, Godenas, and the pastor, Desiderio Herrera, for

disobeying the mayor’s authority by holding the meeting. Diaz

insisted that the government had granted the building legal status

as a chapel arri fferrera had filed the proper notice. When the

officials failed to find the notice, the ministers were imprisoned#

Later the mayor found the notice but because Herrera had not indi­

cated clearly that he was pastor, the three preachers stayed in

jail fifty hours, until someone paid their bail of four hundred

dollars each.-^' * 5

^J. V. Cova, ’’Biography of Cova,” Christian Index, LXVI
(March 28, 1889), 2.

56Ibid.

-^Diaz to Tichenor, n.d., Christian Index, LXVII (July 10,
1890),  8; Diaz to Consul-General Ramon 0. Williams, Havana, July 27,
1890, ’’The Recent Imprisonment of Our Missionaries in Guanabacoa,*
Our Home Field, III (September, 1890), 1-2#
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Public opinion was again with the Baptists. One thousand

persons surrounded the prison;^ Havana newspapers protested their

arrest as unlawful and criticized the liberal mayor for submitting
59to Catholic influence. Both the Home Mission Board and Governor

Joseph E. Brown of Georgia protested to the State Department.^0

Early in 1891 the courts declared the three missionaries not guilty

and dismissed the case.^ This persecution strengthened the Baptist

work end attracted new visitors to the churches, but the govern­

ment thereafter more strictly regulated the Baptist places of
, . 62worship*

The following year the priests obtained the names of the

fanilies with relatives buried in the Baptist cemetery and were

able to frighten some into moving the bodies to the Catholic

cemetery. They then announced the Baptist cemetery was closing
and used this removal as evidence*̂  Cova reported that the

Catholics had degraded Protestants from their pulpits,sent

-^Diaz to Tichenor, n.d., Christian Index, LXVII (July 10,
1890), 8. ..

-^"The Havana Press on the Arrest of Our Missionaries,”
Our Home Field, II (August, 1890), 2-3.

6°Christian Index, LXVH (September 4, 1890), 9*

6^"The Latest from Cuba,” Our Home Field, III (April,
1891),  4. ..

^Diaz to Tichenor, Havana, July 26, 1890, Our Home Field,
III (September, 1890), 2-3*

^^Dfaz to Tichenor, July 14, 1891, Our Home Field, IV
(September,. .1891),3*

6^Cova to Editor, August 6, 1891, Our Home Field, IV
(September, 1891), 3*
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elderly persons from house to house to discredit the Baptists, and

sent children during Baptist services to cry out in vulgar words

and to throw stones at the people leaving the church.

Despite this persecution, many Cubans preferred the Baptist

churches, for they looked upon the Catholic Church as a spiritual

oppressor and Catholicism as the religion of their conquerors.
Many called it the "Spanish Church,”^ for the Catholics imported

most of their priests from Spain, the great majority of whom,

according to Cova, were so ignorant they could hardly write and

never preached. The Cubans liked the simplicity of the Baptist

meetings. Moreover, Baptists had a reputation of being noble and

honest people, requiring no money to administer ordinances, and
67not pretending to abuse the people, but rather doing them good. '

No schools were provided for the poorer classes in Cuba,
68and therefore the Baptist day schools met a great need.0 The

annual report of 1891 listed 626 in attendance in the daily schools
69of Cuba. In 1891-92 the Baptists opened the first girls’ school

in Havana. The curriculum included reading, writing, spelling,

geography, arithmetic, geometry, English, Spanish, Bible, music,

^Letter, Cova, Havana, June 28, 1892, Our Home Field, IV
(August, 1892), 1.

^Cova to Editor, Havana, January 12, 1892, Christian Index,
LXIX (January 28, 1892), 2.

^Letter, Cova, n.d., Christian Index, LXIX (December 8,
1892),  5  -*

68ffty,^f.s. Cuban Catechism," Christian Index, LXVIH
(January 15, 1891), 5*

^^"Forty-Sixth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Proceedings, 1891, xxvii
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sewing, and typewriting. The school had ninety-two pupils, ten of

them boarders, and five teachers.^

When Tichenor visited Cuba in December, 1892, he found

more people of the upper classes in the services. He also found

that the persecution had almost ceased and the Baptist church

property was entirely released from taxation, just as was the property

of the Catholic church. The liberals supported the Baptist work and

the leading paper in Havana, the organ of the Liberal Party, spoke

highly of Diaz and the Baptist mission. A distinguished Havana

lawyer and leader in the liberal Party called on Tichenor and told

him that the separation of church and state was a plank in the

liberal platform. He felt that the Baptist church was a practical
71illustration of their doctrines and an object lesson to their people.

In a letter dated Decenber, 1892, Miss Gertrude Joerg,

an American living in Havana, observed that the independence of

thought and action stressed in the Baptist churches was proving

attractive to the Cubans. This fact was evidenced by the larger

numbers attending Baptist meetings. Miss Joerg continued:

?°Dlaz to Tichenor, Havana, January 20, 189 2, Christian
Index, LKIX (February 18, 1892), 13.

7^1. T. Tichenor, “Matters in Cuba," Christian Index, LXX
(January 12, 1893), 7®

^Miss Gertrude Joerg was one of three unmarried sisters
who lived with their widowed mother in the home of Dr. Edward
Belot, Mrs. Joerg’s brother. All were members of the Baptist
church in Havana. M. N. McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba
(Atlanta, 19b2), 10-11®
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What has surprised us is to see so many men in
attendance upon our meetings. Another noticeable
feature is that the better class of people come in
whole families now. Heretofore only the poor and
most ignorant, only those who would lose nothing by
coming to our meetings attended our services.^^

News from Madrid in 18?2 that the new Liberal Party then

in power was defending the right of Protestants to build churches

brought a note of optimism from Cova, for generally those things

allowed in Spain were also permitted in Cuba. He felt it was

significant that in a communication from the capital in Spain

the word "liberty" had replaced "tolerance" in reference to

religion.

Tichenor discussed six reasons why the Baptist work in

Cuba was making such progress and receiving the sympathy of the

best citizens. (1) The truths taught from the pulpits, the

simplicity of the worship and the voluntary character of every

religious act and offering appealed to the people. (2) The

practical results of these teachings were exemplified in the lives

of the members of the Baptist churches. (3) The outstanding

native workers in Cuba—Diaz, Cova, Jos6 R. 0’Halloran, Porta,

Francisco P. Bueno, and Gaspar de Cardenas—were having great

influence, (h) The purchase of the large house of worship in

Havana impressed the Cubans with the power and permanency of this

religious movement, for they were accustomed to fine cathedrals

73joerg to Jones, Havana, December 28, 1892, Our Home Field,
V (March, 1893), 6.

7kgova to Tichenor, Havana, December 27, 1892, Our Home
Field, V (February, 1893), h; Greer, "A History of Southern Baptist
Mission Work in Cuba from Its Beginnings to 1896," 91-92.
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and churches. (5) The cemetery gave the Baptists a decent place of

burial and relieved other Cubans of the high prices of Catholic

burials. (6) The Baptists were having an influence toward freedom
✓

from political oppression. Tichenor pointed out:

Not a few among the leading men recognize the fact
that while we have nothing to do with politics, the
principles and practices of our people, the enlight-
ment [sic] received from our pulpits and our schools,
is an influence tending to freedom from political
oppression, and fitting the people to understand and
enjoy the liberty which they hope will one day be the
heritage of Cuba.'5

In January, 1893, many important people from the United

States attended the celebration in Cuba of the seventh anniversary

of the organization of the first Baptist church. .Among them were

Dr. Tichenor, Dr. Montgomery who had baptized Diaz, Dr. J. William

Jones of the Home Mission Board, Dr. George W. Lasher of Cincinnati

who edited the Journal and Messenger, and Governor Wi 11 -i am Je

Northern of Georgia. All spoke highly of the Bqjtist work in Cuba.^

In February, 1893, the Home Mission Board appointed its

first United States missionary to Cuba, Rev. E. Pendleton Jones,
7 Awho remained in Cuba frcm November 29' to May 1, 1891*,  when he

79returned home because of ill health. He held an English service

^Tichenor, "Matters in Cuba,® Christian Index, LXX (Jan­
uary 12, 1893), 7. ’

^Letter, Cova, January 31, 1893, Christian Index, LXX
(February 16, 1893), !•

^Minutes, February 11*,  1893*

^®E. Pendleton Jones to Tichenor, Our Home Field, VI
(January, 189b), 2.

^^Minutes, March 31, 189h»
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each Sunday and reported having an average of thirty in attendance.

However, most excursionists from the United States preferred the

places of amusement. Jones felt their conduct disgraced their
Rncountry and hindered the Baptist work.

In the spring of 1895 the revolutionary groups in Cuba
RTrose in arms against the government.0 The war had not disturbed

the churches in Havana, and they were able to reach many coming
O p

from the interior. Diaz organized Red Cross stations throughout

the center of Cuba to treat the injured of both armies. The soldiers

appreciated this work and the government of Spain extended compli­

mentary official recognition. The Baptist wanen working in these

stations witnessed to the soldiers and distributed tracts, leaflets,
o 

and Bibles. Despite the relative calm the Baptists were enjoy­

ing during the early revolutionary period, the Home Mission Board

made precautionary arrangements with the United States government
Ol

for the protection of its Cuban work.

In January, I896, just before General Weyler’s arrival in

Cuba, Tichenor went to Havana on the urgent request of Diaz. Diaz

RouJones to McConnell, February 2D, 18?lj, Our Home Field,
VI (April, 1894), 6.

R1xCova to Editor, n.d., Christian Index, LXXV (March 14,
1895), 1. -------------- .

S^Cova to Mary E. Wright, Havana, October 1, 1895, Christian
Index, LXXV (October 25, 1895), 6. Miss Wright was a resident of
Augusta, Georgia.

®^”Red Cross in Cuba,” The Mission Journal, XLVI (November,
1895), 27-28.

^Greer, "History of Southern Baptist Mission Work in Cuba
from Its Beginnings to 1896,” 104.
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informed him that he had accepted the position of commander-in-

chief of the insurgent underground forces in Havana Province.

Because of this, Tichenor and Diaz feared for the safety of the

other Baptist preachers and Tichenor instructed them to leave Cuba
at the first hint of danger.^ Tichenor also arranged for a French

citizen and physician, Dr. Edward Belot, to take charge of the mis-
oz

sion property if anything happened to Diaz. Tichenor told no

one of Diaz’s relation with the insurgents, fearing a Spanish spy

might hear of it.®? Most of the missionaries left Cuba early in
oo

April and came to Florida. O'Halloran00 and M. M. Calejo worked
89among the Cubans at Key West. Cova did mission work among the

90Cubans at Tampa, and Francisco P^rez Bueno labored in West Tampa.

On April 16, the Home Mission Board learned that Diaz was

in jail.^ Tichenor immediately informed Washington, already briefed

T. Tichenor, Address to 76th Annual Session of the
Georgia Baptist State Convention, March 31, 1898, Christian Index,
LXXVIII (April 7, 1893), li.

8^1. T. Tichenor, Address to hist Session of the Southern
Baptist Convention, Chattanooga, May 8, 1896, Christian Index,
LXXVT (May lh, 1896). 8. ' '....... ’

^Tichenor, Address to Georgia Baptist Convention, Christian
Index, LXXVIII (April 7, 1898), h.

88”Our Cuban Work,” Christian Index, LXXVI (June 11, 1896), 8<

8^m. M. Welch to Annie W. Armstrong, November 10, 1896,
"Copies of Letters of M. M. Welch, January 1895—January 22, 1897”
(A bound volume of typewritten letters in the files of the Home
Mission Board, Atlanta). Hereinafter cited as "Letters of M. M.
Welch.”

90"0ur Cuban Work," Christian Index, LXXVI (June 11, I896), 8.

91*»Diaz  in Jail," The Mission Journal, XLVII (May, I896),
19-21
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92on the condition of the mission work in Cuba. The Board passed

a resolution urging all Baptists and other interested people to

express their desire to have Diaz freed to their Senators, Congress­

men, and other public officials.Results were forthcoming.

Tichenor was informed that Secretary of State Richard Olney told

the Spanish minister if Diaz were not released, war between Spain

and the United States could not be avoided.On April 23 the

Home Mission Board learned that Diaz had been released.^ He
96and his family came to Atlanta.

Despite these disturbances in the work, the Home Mission

Board stated in its annual report of May, 1896, that the Baptists

in Cuba had baptized seventy-five during the past year and listed

the membership as 2,775*  Thus ended most of the formal Baptist

mission work in Cuba prior to the Spanish-American War. Cuban

converts, however, carried on the work.

^^Message, Tichenor to Secretary of State, April 16, 1896,
’’Letters of M. M. Welch.”

•^Minutes, April 18, I896.

^’’Tichenor, Address to Georgia Baptist Convention, Christian
Index, LXXVIII (April 7, 1898), h. ......

^Minutes, April 23, 1896.

96hqui. Cuban Work,” Christian Index, LXXVI (June 11, 1896), 8.

^^’’Fifty-First Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Proceedings, 1896, Ivi.



CHAPTER III

WAR, RE-ENTRY, PROBLEMS, 1896-1899

Most of the Baptist missionaries who fled war-torn Cuba

in the spring of 1896 continued their missionary efforts among

the Cubans living in the United States. One of these, J. V. Cova,

worked among the large number of Cubans living in Tampa, Florida.^

He reported about fifteen thousand Cubans in Tampa. Most of these

had been exiled from Cuba, had lost their property, and had sons,

husbands, and brothers in Cuba either fighting for liberty or

imprisoned. He stated:

This people live here merely in bo^r; their souls
and hearts are entirely at the struggling island
where life and liberty is anxiously expected from.
There is no interest, no talking, no-desire in
Tampa but for the events of the war.

New refugees arrived every Thursday and Sunday. Whenever an expedi­

tion departed for Cuba, everyone wanted to go. Cova’s initial efforts

in Tampa were directed toward visiting the Cuban families and invit­

ing them to attend the Baptist meetings. On his first Sunday there,

Cova announced an evening service and had about thirty persons

present in a roan which friends had procured. On the next Sunday

he was able to obtain the use of a chapel and had forty present.

l^Our Cuban Work," Christian Index, LXXVI (June 11, I896), 8.

^Letter, J. V. Cova, Tampa, June 13, I896, Christian Index.
LXXVI (June 18, 18?6), 8. “-------



Cova reported that these Cubans looked comforted and encouraged when

he prayed and preached but sane of them would say, "All that you say

is good, but we can’t promise to pardon the Spaniards."^

Cova also worked at Jacksonville, Florida. In May, 1897,

J. J. Parsons, pastor of the Jacksonville Baptist Church, wrote

to Dr. I. T. Tichenor, Corresponding Secretary of the Home Mission

Board, and informed him of the five hundred native Cubans in

Jacksonville. Most of these were exiles of the revolution. Among

this group were physicians, druggists, lawyers, merchants, business­

men and a few wealthy families. He declared that they had repudiated

the Roman Catholic religion and were favorable to the Baptist "plain

democratic form of worship and church government.1’ Parsons reported

that the Cubans believed that Romanism had much to do with the

oppressions which Cuba had suffered. The Baptist Church in Jacksonville

had arranged services for these Cubans presided over by one of their

members who spoke Spanish, J. L. Rodger*  Cova had been there in

April and had preached among the Cubans. Twelve adults and two boys

had professed faith in Christ and desired to be baptized. Parsons

requested that Cova come to Jacksonville and work anong the Cubans
using the Baptist church building*̂  As a result, Cova traveled from

Tampa to Jacksonville monthly to conduct this work. There were a

number of conversions resulting from these efforts.'’

3Ibid.

kj. J. Parsons to I. T. Tichenor, Jacksonville, Florida,
May 20, 1897, Christian Index, LXXVII (June 3, 1897), 1.

-’’’Home Mission Board," Christian Index, LKXVII (Aueust E>.
1897), 2.
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Francisco P6rez Bueno began work among the Cubans at West

Tampa, arriving there from Cuba in the spring of 1896.^ While

working there his wife became ill and died. Because of his own

health and that of his daughter, he moved to Key West where he di d
7 8mission work among the Cubans, along with Jos6 R. O’Halloran.

0’Halloran had organized a church and Sunday school there in May,

1896. The church began with fifteen members and twenty-nine in

the Sunday school, most of whom had been Baptists in Cuba. 0’Halloran

held the church meetings in the local Baptist church, as well as in
9

his own home. By August he reported the church membership had

grown to twenty-nine and there were thirty-three in the Sunday

school.^ In 1897 O'Halloran also reported daily school work in

Key West.^ M. M. Calejo, another Cuban Baptist, also worked in

12Key West in I896. He later worked in Tampa. In its annual report

of 1898, the Home Mission Board described the mission work in Tampa

and Key West as follows:

^Letter, Cova, Tampa, June 13, 1896, Christian Index, LXXVI
(June 18,.1896), 8.

7"Fifty-Second Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Proceedings, Forty-Second Session, Fifty-Second Year, of the
Southern Baptist Convention (Atlanta, 1897), Ixxvi.

®”Home Mission Board,1’ Christian Index, LXXVII (August 5,
1897), 2..

’’Our Cuban Work," Christian Index, LXXVI (June 11, 1896), 8.

10"Cuban Work," Christian Index, LXXVI (September 17, I896), 8.

Hjosd R. O’Halloran to Home Mission Board, n.d., Christian
Index, LXXVII (June 3, 1897), 2. ~

■^M. M. Welch to Annie W. Armstrong, November 10, 1896,
"Copies of Letters of M. M. Welch, January 1895—January 22, 1897."
Hereinafter cited as "Letters of M. M. Welch."



The work was at first beset by many difficulties. The
excited minds of the people seemed closed to the gospel
truth; but gradually the schools increased and the con­
gregations grew until the provisions made for their
accommodation became too small for them.

When Alberto J. Diaz, leader of the Baptist work in Cuba,

came to the United States, he settled his family in Atlanta. He

helped organize the work among the Cubans in Florida and was to

visit conventions, associations, and churches throughout the south.^

He did this canvassing work until August, 1896, when he voluntarily
left the employment of the Home Mission Board.^ Subsequently Diaz

went north to speak there about the Cuban mission work.^ The

American Baptist Publication Society employed him in November,

1896, to accompany the chapel car Good Will on a trip through Mexico
17and parts of Texas working among the Spanish-speaking people.

Diaz reported to the Southern Baptist Convention in May, 1898, that
13he was attempting to get back into Cuba.

When Tichenor was in Havana in January, I896, he had arranged

with Dr. Edward Belot, a Frenchman living there, to take charge of

^"Fifty-Third Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1898 (Atlanta, I898),
Ixxi. This work previously entitled Proceedings, hereinafter cited
as Annual, followed by the year.

^"Our Cuban Work," Christian Index, LXVI (June 11, 1896), 8.

l^Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention,
Statement on the Situation in Cuba (Atlanta, 1903), h*  Hereinafter
cited as Statement on Cuba.

^"Rev. A. J. Diaz," Christian index, LXXVI (October 8,
1896), h. - -

^"Cuba, ” Christian Index, LXXVT (November 26, 1896), lj.

18ttporty-Third Session of the Southern Baptist Convention,"
Christian Index, LXXVIII (May 12, 1898), 12.
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the mission property should Diaz be compelled to leave.1? Dr. Belot

reported that the work was continuing in Cuba after Diaz’s departure

He listed four different areas of Havana where meetings were regu­

larly held in the fall of 1896. Neither civil nor ecclesiastical

officials interfered with these meetings as they were held with a

special permit from the government and neither the police nor the

clergy were showing ill will. The schools were continuing with

about the same attendance. The cemetery had fewer burials, but the

deacon Porta, who was in charge of the cemetery, was on good terms

with the authorities. Belot reported in May, 1897, that the

mission work had not stopped for a moment. At this time the meet­

ings were being held in only three different places and were directed

by two deacons, Porta, and Pablo Valdes. The attendance was good

and visitors were frequent. A number had been converted and were
21awaiting an opportunity to be baptized.

On June 26, 1896, Belot wrote the Board that Diaz had

placed a twelve thousand dollar mortgage on the Jan6 Theatre
22property in Havana on February 11, 189h« This was the Board’s

first knowledge of the mortgage, which bore ten per cent interest,

was to last six years, and could be cancelled after the second

year. If four months’ interest were unpaid, the property could be

1?I, t. Tichenor, Address to the Southern Baptist Convention,
May 8, 1896, Christian Index, LXXVI (May ill, 1896), 8.

20Letter, Edward Belot, n.d., Havana, Christian Index,
LKXVT (September 10, I896), 8.

2^Belot to Tichenor, Havana, May 18, 1897, Christian
Index, LXXVII (June 3, 1897), 2.

22Statement on Cuba, 3-11 •
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seized*  The Board decided to talk with Diaz about the matter and
23then conduct an investigation. Diaz was in New York when the

discovery was made and the Board had some difficulty in inducing

him to come to Atlanta.2^ A committee of the Board met with Diaz

to discuss the mortgage on the Cuban property. Diaz stated that he

had used the mortgage money to purchase the Buenos Aires property,2-’

which cost eight thousand dollars5 and for the enlargement of

the cemetery and improving the road leading to it. Diaz further

stated that he had believed the mortgage could be repaid by the

accruing rents on the property. Diaz deposited with the Board

all the papers containing the titles and transfers of the property

of the Board in Cuba and a detailed account of the finances for

189h and 1895. Diaz also deeded the Buenos Aires property, which
27was in his name, to the Board, ' and renounced any claims to any

28other property of the Board in Cuba, including the cemetery property.

The Board decided that even though Diaz had not reported the mort­

gage to them, he had done what he felt was in the best interest of
29the Board and its mission work in Cuba. z The Board did, however, 

2^Minutes, July 28, 1896, Home Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention (MS in files of the Board, Atlanta). Hereinafter
cited as Minutes, followed by the date.

^Statement on Cuba, b.

25'Minutes, September 7, 1896.
pZ
°Statement on Cuba, 3.

^Minutes, September 7, 1896.

2$Statement on Cuba, h.

^Minutes, September 7, 1896.
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revoke Diaz’s power of attorney and appoint another.

The Board corresponded with Belot about the possibility

of selling the Buenos Aires property to pay off the mortgage, but

instructed him to defer action until a member of the Board could

safely visit Cuba and carefully look over the entire situation.^

Belot was able to rent the Buenos Aires property for forty-two

dollars a month to the commission in charge of the relief of the

reconcentrados• The Board approved this action.^ The mortgage

for $12,000.00 was to come due on March 1, 1898. The representa­

tives of the Board could not go to Cuba as planned because of the

war. Therefore, the Board asked Belot to have the maturity date

of the mortgage extended so that no default would occur and no

possible forfeitures arise therefrom. He was also to pay any

interest due on March 1.^3 Belot was able to continue the mortgage

on the following conditions: The mortgage was to be the same anount,

$12,000.00 in Spanish gold at ten per cent interest to be paid

monthly in advance. Installments of two thousand dollars a year

were to be paid, with interest to be calculated on what remained

of the principal after each installment. The Board felt this was

a satisfactory arrangement.-34

^statement on Cuba,

■^Slinutes, November 2, 1897*

^Minutes, January J4, 1898.

^^ilinutes, February 1, 1898.

■^Minutes, March 1, 1898.
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On April 2$, 1898, the United States Congress passed a

declaration of war against Spain with the purpose of freeing Cuba.
35

Thus began the Spanish-American War. As a result, two resolutions

in relation to Cuba were brought up at the Southern Baptist Con­

vention in May, 1898. Ex-Governor v&lliam J. Northern of Georgia

read a resolution adopted by the Georgia State Convention petition­

ing the United States government to use every effort toward securing

equal religious liberty for every inhabitant in the island of Cuba.

The Convention, having adopted this resolution, instructed Governor

Northern, E. W. Stephens of Missouri, and Dr. W. E. Hatcher to con­

fer with President McKinley about this matter.^

The Tennessee State Convention presented a resolution asking

that the Southern Baptist Convention instruct the Home Mission Board

to send missionaries with the United States soldiers who would invade

Cuba and ask the President of the United States to recognize them

as such with due protection. This recommendation was referred to
37the Heme Mission Board to act upon as it saw best. The authorities

in Washington gave the Home Mission Board permission to send three

missionaries with the army to Cuba. As experienced men were needed,

the Foreign Mission Board gave the Home Board permission to call
o

on any of its men for service. A letter was written to missionary

3^Graham H. Stuart, Latin America and the United States
(hth ed.j New York, 191|3), 2217

36“Forty-Third Session of the Southern Baptist Convention,”
Christian Index, LXXVIII (May 12, 1898), 1.

37itpif-ty-Third Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1898, li3«

38christian Index, LXXVIII (May 19, 1898), 7.
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W. D. Powell in Mexico in an effort to secure his services to accom­

pany the army into Cuba. He accepted this appointment,^^ but later

had to renounce the offer because his physicians advised him that

his health would not permit his living in the climate of Cuba.^

The Home Mission Board, however, did plan that 0'Halloran

should go to Santiago as soon as possible, as the United States
had taken that city.^ When the armistice between the United States

and Spain suspended the fighting, the Board instructed O’Halloran

to go to Santiago and begin doing mission work there. After several

delays, he reached Santiago on September 30, 1898, and opened a
place of worship.^ in October O’Halloran wrote that he had held

his first religious service with over two hundred people present*

He also reported that a Methodist missionary was there.^3 O'Halloran

wrote in November that he had twenty-five candidates to be baptized

and had had to enlarge the hall where the church was meeting.

D. H. Parker, a Chaplain with the United States Army in Guantanamo,

wrote that he was attempting to get in touch with O’Halloran to

help him start work in Guantanamo. Parker described the religious

^Minutes, June 3, 18?8.

^Minutes, September 13, 1898.

^Minutes, July 23, 1898.

^2"Fifty-Fourth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1899, Ixxx.

^Letter, O’Halloran, Santiago, October 26, 1898, Christian
Index, LXXVIII (November 2b, 1898), 1.

^Letter, O’Halloran, Santiago, November 3, 1898, Chri stian
Index, LXXVIII (November 2b, 1898), !•
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situation where he was in this way: "Here is the ripest field on

earth, I suppose • • • • Rome is dead here; she has no place in

the hearts of many people.1* Parker stated that the principal priest

there had treated him cordially. He pointed out also that many
people in the area were sick and hungry.^ He was able to contact

O’Halloran and on October 27, 0*  Bailor an wrote that he was planm ng
to go to Guantanamo to help Parker establish a church.^ In the

first meeting that Parker and O’Halloran held, twenty-one professed

faith in Christ and sixteen of these were baptized at the next

meeting. These sixteen were organized into a church, a preacher

was ordained, and the Lord’s Supper administered. Twenty-seven

others were received for baptism while O’Halloran was there, and

regular meetings were set up for Parker and the new preacher to
lead.^ By the end of 1898 O’Halloran had baptized 150 believers

and organized two churches.4^

During the siege and blockade of Havana in the Spanish-
j.o

American War there was famine, pestilence, and violence. 7 A

number of the Bqjtists had suffered during this period, a specially

the women missionaries working with the schools. Dr. Belot,

^Letter, D. H. Parker, Guantanamo, n.d., Christian Index,
LXXVIII (October 13, 1898), 5. “

^Letter, 0’Halloran, Santiago, October 26, 1898, Christian
Index, LXXVIII (November 2h, 1898), 1.

^Letter, Parker, Guantdnamo, November 2, 1898, Christian
Index, LXXVIII (November 2h, 1898), 1. *

^"Fifty-Fourth Annual Report of the Homa Mission Board,”
Annual, 1899, lxxxi.

^Statement on Cuba,
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administrator of the Board’s property in Havana, died during this
50time*  It then became necessary to make other arrangements for

the protection of the interests of the Board in Havana.^ The

Board cabled Miss Gertrude Joerg, a niece of Dr. Belot, placing

her in charge of the Board’s property and interests in Cuba, when

it learned through the newspapers of the death of her uncle#^

The Board also wrote the Secretary of State in Washington request­

ing that he ask the British legation to instruct its Consul at

Havana to give proper aid and protection to Miss Joerg in the manage­

ment of the Baptist property. This request was complied with and
53the British Consul at Havana moved to the Joerg home. During

the following months the British Consul gave vital assistance to

Miss Joerg and the missionaries. At a time when the missionaries

were in actual want and unable to procure food, the British Consul

advanced to Miss Joerg $26.50 in gold and with that their immediate

sufferings were allayed#

Even after the cessation of hostilities there was considerable

suffering among the people of Havana for the necessities of life#

Food was high with potatoes on the wharf selling for twenty-five

dollars a barrel# There were no good vegetables and the eggs, which

were difficult to obtain, were twenty cents each. There was no

September 13, 1898#

July 23, 1898.

September 13, 1898#

August 2, 1898#

September 13, 1898#

Minutes

^“Minutes

Minutes

^Minutes
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bread, and the meat was scarce, with inferior meat selling for forty-

five cents a pound. Miss Joerg permitted the Red Cross to use the

Baptist church for storing and distributing to those in need.

Because of her knowledge of the peoples’ needs, Miss Joerg helped

in this distribution. The Home Mission Board sent a resolution to

the Secretary of State, the British Ambassador at Washington, and

the British Consul at Havana thanking them for aiding their mission
ftanes in Havana.

In September, 1898, Diaz, in the employ of the American

Baptist Publication Society, returned to Havana and renewed his
56work there. Soon after Miss Joerg wrote of trouble with Diaz.

In a letter to Tichenor dated September 20, she said that Diaz

had failed to call on her until after his first meeting with the

Gethsemane Church, when she was present. He had seen in Mexico

the Baptist missionary, W. D. Powell, and expected him to come to

Cuba as administrator. Diaz told the congregation that they might

choose between Cova, Powell, and himself, thus having himself

elected pastor of the church. This occurred on Sunday. On Monday

Diaz called on Miss Joerg and asked to see the cemeteiy register

for a Mr. Lozano who, Diaz said, had the right to collect eighty

cents on each burial since Diaz had left Cuba. Diaz remarked that

Miss Joerg could not continue to supervise the property for she

was not empowered to do so. Later Porta, whom she did not trust,

brought a latter from Diaz in which Diaz stated that he had been

^Ibid.

56-'^"Fifty-Fourth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board ”
Annual, 1899, Ixxxi.
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elected pastor and administrator, and asked when he could have the

books and records. Miss Joerg received assurance of support fron

the British Consul, and therefore wrote Diaz that she recognized

no authority but the Home Mission Board and would hold everything

until they as Iced delivery. She also notified the deacons not to
57give money or papers to anyone. Miss Joerg objected to the con­

duct of the Diaz family since Alberto had left Cuba, and reported

that they had made things difficult for her uncle. She felt that

Diaz would cause trouble about the cemetery, and expressed a desire

to have some member of the Board come to Cuba so that she could

explain the situation. She reported that there were important

matters which Dr. Belot wished to discuss with Tichenor, but that

he considered them too serious to communicate by letter, and had
not said what they were.^

Miss Joerg wrote of further developments in the Diaz situa­

tion on October 1B. She declared that Diaz had taken possession

of the cemetery and was keeping the funds and all certificates of

burial, although she had the register. She felt she could stop

this action by Diaz, but was fearful that it would cause a great

stir. She doubted that the matter could be settled amicably by the

Board. Miss Joerg reported that Diaz considered himself pastor and

administrator but had not attempted to collect any of the church rents.

Joerg to Tichenor, Havana, September 20, 18?8 (original
correspondence in the files of the Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

£8Ibid.

^9joerg to Porter King, Havana, October 18, 18?8 (original
correspondence in the files of the Home Mission Board, Atlanta).
Porter King was chairman of the Board’s Conmittee on Cuba and a
lawyer.



66

Diaz was using his pulpit, according to Miss Joerg, to

attack publicly at every opportunity the Catholics, Spaniards,

their flag, and to make himself and the church as conspicuous as

possible. She felt this was dangerous, unwise, and unchristian.

Diaz was drawing the Rev. Dr. Justin D. Fulton, a minister from

Boston, into a similar position. About this political activity

Miss Joerg noted:

Last Sunday we had such strong political remarks that
a number of Americans left the church and our people
of the house tiio went with me were scandalized. Some
of Dr. Fulton’s remarks were so strong that even Diaz
gave a most liberal translation. The time has not.
come for this yet. Admiral Sampson is to be present
at our English service next Sunday, and I am going to
make it my business to see that he knows what has
taken place sp that he is not drawn into the net also.
... Diaz proposed to try and show to the public last
Sunday evening why it was right for him to go to the
war and meddle with politics. It sounds much as if
he was trying to convince himself and the church that
he has done right. There were rounds of applause. 0

Miss Joerg also reported that the attitude of the Diaz

family was peculiar. She stated that although they seemed to

think they were doing right, they did not act in a straightforward

manner. They never consulted her except about their salaries.

They thought there should be another teacher in the school, but

insisted it be their sister-in-law, Alfredo’s wife. She further

noted that the Diaz family recognized the Board’s authority in

salary matters, but failed to acknowledge it whan they took pos­

session of any of the Board’s property.^

60Ibid.

61Ibid.
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The Home Mission Board wanted to send some of its members

to Cuba to straighten out matters, but Havana was not safe because

of yellow fever*  The Board, however, planned for a committee
63to go to Cuba as soon as possible*  The chairman of this committee

was Porter King, a lawyer and chairman of the Board’s standing

committee on Cuba. Because King was in a prolonged trial in the

Superior Court, the trip was still further delayed. The Board

made King Attorney of the Board to deal with the matters in Cuba
and to act for the Board in Havana*̂

Before leaving, King and his committee met with an attorney

from Havana and thus obtained valuable information about the legal
status of the Board's Cuban properties*̂  This lawyer, Dr. Enilio

Ferrer y Picabia, went over the Board's papers, both English and

Spanish, with King, explaining than fully. Ferrer gave King

valuable advice which enabled him to get papers in shape and

properly certified ty the Board authorities in Atlanta; Lansing

Burrows, Secretary of the Southern Baptist Convention; the Governor

of Georgia; the Secretary of State of the United States; and the

French Ambassador at Washington. The committee w ould have been

unable to accomplish the chief aim of its trip had it visited

^^Minutes September 13, 1898*

^^Minutes, October h, 1898*

^^Minutes, November 1, 1898*
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66Havana without these papers. The committee composed of Porter

King, chairman, E. L. Connally, and I. T. Tichenor traveled to
Cuba in November, 1898.^

This committee made a detailed report of their visit to

Cuba and the condition of the work there. The Board owned four

pieces of property in Cuba: the Jan£ Theatre property, the Buenos

.Aires property, the cemetery property, and a small amount of

property at San Miguel a few miles from Havana. The Jan£ Theatre

property had cost sixty-five thousand dollars Spanish gold, or

sixty thousand dollars American money, and was deeded on December 6,

1890, to Dr. A. J. Diaz as general attorney for Dr. I. T. Tichenor

with the power to manage this property, such as collecting rents,

given to Diaz. This arrangement was made to avoid the extra trouble

and expense involved if it were owned by a non-resident corpora­

tion. It had always been understood by Tichenor and Diaz that

this was in fact the property of the Board. On November 18, 1898,

the committee visiting in Cuba took legal action to secure the
68Board's title to the theatre property. At the same time the

Buenos Aires property was conveyed to the Board by deed. On

November 19 Tichenor cancelled a five thousand dollar mortgage

to him on the Buenos Aires property. Diaz had made this mortgage

^"Report of the Committee that Went to Cuba, " Minutes,
November 29, 1898. (A detailed report, typewritten on legal size
paper, containing twenty-seven pages. Hereinafter cited as "Report
of Cuba.")

^Minutes, November 29, 1898.

68"Report of Cuba," 1-2.
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to get the property in Tichenor's name, fearing that it might be

confiscated if listed in his own name.^

The Baptist cemetery at Havana, lying immediately behind

the Catholic cemetery, contained about twenty-two acres. The first

purchase of ground for the cemetery was made by, and in the name

of, Blaz, with contributions for this purpose. This was an enclosed

plot of about six acres. Soon sixteen more acres were purchased,

and on July 3L, 1890, deeded to Diaz as missionary of the Home

Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention for cemetery pur­

poses, a reservation of eighty cents being made by the seller for

each burial. Since part of the ground was unsuited for burial

because it was stony, on August 19, 1891, another deed was made

by the same grantor to Diaz as missionary of the Board exchanging

other ground for that which was undesirable. Both deeds were in
70proper form and properly registered. The committee reported

that the right of charging eighty cents on each funeral existed

no more. Only seven to seven and a half acres of the entire ceme­

tery remained unused and of this about six acres was so stony that

it could not be used for burial purposes.6 7^

The San Miguel property was a short distance from Havana

and was deeded to Francisco P^rez Bueno, the Baptist missionary

there. The church building had been destroyed during the war

and the plot of ground was of little value. In the war the

6?Ibid., 5.

7°Ibid., 6-7*

71Ibid., 8.
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settlement of San Miguel had been almost entirely demolished. There

was also a small piece of ground which was used as a cemetery.

P6rez Bueno was in Key West so it was impossible for him to execute

a deed. The committee felt this could be worked out later if the

Board decided to use this property for a mission. The deed to

P^rez Bueno only covered half the lot, the grantor owning the other
72half, and desiring to sell.

The committee was of the opinion that there was never any

danger of loss of the property on account of the condition of the

titles, but they were especially pleased that the titles had been

perfected. The Cuban lawyer Ferrer had helped a great deal both

in Atlanta and Havana with his advice, yet had charged no fee.

The fee of the notary public and Spanish interpreter who acted in

the transfers of property was $l£9.6O. Ferrer persuaded them to

reduce this to #112, a decrease of $3h7.6O. He would take no com­

pensation, but agreed to let the Board retain his services for the

future. The committee suggested the Board pay him a retainer of

two hundred dollars for the coming year and send him a check for
73$lj>0 as an acknowledgement of its appreciation.

The deeds executed and tte cancellation of the mortgage

were not recorded at the Government Registry Office in Havana

because of the expense of doing so--about $1,800 to $2,000—and

they were allowed a thirty day period to have the record made.

The committee hoped that by waiting this length of time the United

72Ibid., 9.

73Ibid., 9-11.
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States would, in the meantime assume control of the government of

Cuba and reduce these excessive charges. The committee noted that

they received the hearty cooperation of Diaz in getting these

title matters arranged. He did not hesitate to execute any papers

which the Board’s attorney advised to be proper. They reported

that Diaz was cordial and brotherly in all his dealings with them

during their six-day stay in Havana.

While in Cuba the committee attended the Sunday school at

the Gethsemane Church, which met in the Jan6 Theatre property®

Because of the meal hours in Cuba, the Sunday school met at twelve

o’clock noon. It was customary in Cuba for the people to rise

about seven and have coffee, fruit, bread and butter, and some­

times a soft boiled egg. At eleven o’clock they would eat break­

fast, consisting of breads, meats, vegetables, desserts, and the

never-absent coffee. They would dine again at six or seven o’clock

in the evening. The committee found Dfaz in charge of the Sunday

school, assisted by his sisters, Misses Minnie and Clotilde Dfaz,

Mr. Valdes, and others. There were about l£0 children in attendance

whom the committee described as ’’neatly attired, bright and intelli­

gent looking • • • .” They noted that the singing was both in

English and Spanish with all joining, since Spanish words were set

to fam-iliar English hymns. The committee also attended the evening

worship service. The congregation of about five hundred were

mostly Cubans, with some American and other English-speaking people,

and a few colored people. At this service Dfaz baptized three 

7^lbid., 11-12.
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candidates. Since his return from Mexico he had baptized fifty-one

converts, many of whom had made professions during Diaz’s absence

from Cuba. The church greeted the visiting committee at the close
75of the meeting.

During the committee’s visit to the Thursday night prayer

meeting, Diaz resigned his pastorate of the Gethsemane Baptist

Church. The American Baptist Publication Society, who had employed

Diaz, advised him that they could not continue their relations

with him if he was the regular pastor of a church, such being con­

trary to their rules. They employed missionaries to travel and

distribute religious literature, allowing them to pastor only on

a temporary basis. The committee requested that the church defer

action on the resignation until a special meeting on Friday evening

At this meeting the committee explained that after having conferred

with Diaz, they expected to recommend that the Board pay a large

part of his salary as pastor, if certain matters of detail could

be satisfactorily adjusted between them. As Diaz was getting more

from the publication society than the Board could pay, the Board

representatives asked the church if they would raise the difference

and if they could pay part or all of their own incidental expenses*

The church unanimously expressed a desire for Diaz’s retention,

and, without pledging themselves to any specific amount, promised
76to contribute all they could to these purposes*

King and his committee visited one of the three mission

schools in Havana, the Arsenal Street School*  Miss Minnie Diaz 

7^Ibid., 13-11>

76Ibid., lh-15.
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was in charge and had ninety-six boys and girls present at the time

She was teaching them to read and write in English and Soanish,

verses from the Bible, and handicrafts. The Board members did

not visit the schools at Neptune Street and Pilar. Miss Julia

Lozano conducted the Neptune Street School with an average atten­

dance of one hundred, and Miss Clotilde Diaz the Pilar School with
77"an average present of eighty to ninety.

The committee visited the Buenos Aires property in the

suburbs of Havana. It was once a handsome suburban place, but

badly needed repairs. The property contained a roomy one-story

residence and two smaller outhouses on a five acre plot. A society

of which the Civil Governor of Havana was the head had rented it

at thirty-five dollars a month for an orphanage or asylum housing

the children of the reconcentrados who died during the war. This

was a Catholic society and several Sisters of Mercy were in charge

when the Board members visited the property. The neighborhood and

• a 78surroundings were good.

There were still differences concerning the cemetery as

to who should keep the books and ly whan the work should be done.

The Board committee felt this was due to a lack of full understand­

ing as to the status of that property. They tried by suggestions

to provide against such future differences and felt Miss Joerg

and Diaz would harmonize on this and all other points. The com­

mittee requested that Miss Joerg continue her present management 

77Ibid., 18-19.

78Ibid., 19-20.
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of the Board’s affairs and authorized her to employ an assistant or
79bookkeeper to aid her until definite arrangements were perfected.

Upon returning to Atlanta, the committee made the follow­

ing recommendations to the Home Mission Board. First, they recom­

mended a readjustment and payment of the mortgage indebtedness on

the Jand property, and that a record be made in Atlanta of the Quit

Claim Deeds made by Tichenor and Dfaz to the Board. Second, the

committee recommended that D£az be employed for one year as a

missionary of the Board to take the pastorate of the Gethsemane

Church for a salary of $1800 payable monthly. He was to devote

his entire time to this pastorate and matters related to it, includ­

ing ministering to the sick and needy, the burial of the dead, and

supervision of the work of the mission schools connected with his

congregation. He, however, was not to have charge of the business

matters or affairs of the Board, thus enabling him to devote his

whole time to preaching. A third recommendation was that Diaz

and his congregation agree to the selection of a treasurer to whom

all funds raised by the church should be turned over. The treasurer

was to keep an accurate account, using these funds in payment of

incidental expenses of the church, and to turn over to the agent

of the Board the excess receipts for payment on the mortgage.

The remittances to Diaz for special pastoral services were to be

reported and turned over to the treasurer to be used as stated above.®®

79Ibid., 20-21.

8°Ibid., 22-21i.



7$

Since there were many Americans and other English-speaking

people in Havana the committee's fourth recommendation was that

there should be English services, and if advisable an English-

speaking congregation should be formed. For this work the Board

needed an English-speaking preacher of first class ability, who

could draw and hold the attention of cultivated and intellectual

English-speaking people. He should also be a man of discretion

and judgment to work with Dfaz. The relations of the two would be

that of preachers at neighboring churches with separate congrega­

tions, but who would meet in the same building. They would be

independent of each other, but both working together for the same

cause. This new preacher would also help the young men in Bible

studies.

Fifth, the conmittee recommended that the Board appoint

an agent as administrator of its Cuban properties. He would

collect rent, arrange for repairs, pay the missionaries, receive

from the Gethsemane Church treasurer and other churches monthly

reports and forward them to the treasurer of the Board.'1 He

should also be in charge of aLl the business of the cemetery,

including new ground which the committee felt should be purchased.

The Cuban committee's sixth recommendation was that the

present teachers and missionaries be retained and that those who

were absent from the island should return there as soon as possible.

81Ibid., 2h-25.

82Ibid., 26.

83Ibid., 25*
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Fi nal ly, the committee recommended that an advisory board for the

work at Havana be constituted to consist of Diaz, the preacher

for the English-speaking congregation, and the Board’s agent in

property matters. This advisory board was to consider and recom­

mend to the Mission Board matters involving the work.8^ These

recommendations were adopted by the Board on Decanber 6, 1898,

except the one advocating a missionary to the English-speaking

people, which was sent to a comuittee for further study.8'’

Since both the American (Northern)Baptist Home Mission

Society and the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board were interested

in Cuba and Puerto Rico as mission fields, they decided to meet

to discuss a division of these fields. Committees representing

these two groups met in Washington, D. C., in joint session on

November 23, 1898, in the office of the President of Columbia

University. They decided that the American Baptists would prose­

cute their work in Puerto Rico and the two eastern provinces of

Cuba—Orient e and Camaguey. Southern Baptists would work in the

four western provinces of Cuba—Matanzas, Havana, Pinar del Rio,
oz

and Santa Clara.00

The Home Mission Board wrote to Diaz on December 9, to

inform him that the Board had approved recommendations called

for by the three-man committee which had visited Cuba, relating

to the management of the mission work there. Diaz did not answer 

8^Ibid., 27.

^Minutes, December 6, 1898.
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this letter.®^ The Havana church resented the proposals of the

Board and organized a committee to answer them and to ask the

advice of Baptist churches in the United States as to what course

to take. This committee and Diaz wrote a letter on December 23,

1898, condemning this action of the Board as interfering with the
00

independence and rights of the Havana church.00 Diaz sent these

letters to a number of prominent Baptists in the United States

at Philadelphia, Richmond, Nashville, Louisville, and elsewhere.

The Home Mission Board felt the Cuban Baptists had misunderstood

and misinterpreted the object and spirit of the recommendations

from the Board.

The Havana church sent one of these letters to the American

Baptist Publication Society, which was employing Diaz. Dr. A. J.

Rowland of that Society forwarded it to the Home Mission Board with

a suggestion that a conference be arranged between that Society

and the Home Mission Board to work out this matter.^ Dr. E. L.

Connally and Rev. T. P. Bell went as representatives of the Board

to Philadelphia to confer with Dr. Rowland about the work in Cuba

and Diaz. The following report of their January 12 meeting was

givens

After a full and free discussion of the Cuban work,
and of the relation of Dr. Diaz to the two bodies, it
was agreed that the American Bsptist Publication Society

^Minutes, January 3, 1899.

S^Diaz to "Brethren,” Havana, December 23, 1898 (original
correspondence in files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta)*

^Minutes, January 3, 1899o
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should wrote [sic ] to Dr. Diaz declining to support
him longer, in view of the action which had been
taken by the Home Mission Board of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, and by Dr. Diaz.^O

In his letter of December 31, Diaz asked Tichenor if he

could induce the Board to reconsider the action of December 6.9^

DEaz wrote Tichenor January 3 explaining why he objected to the

control of the Board and had wiitten letters to United States

Baptists. He stateds

Before I say anything, I must confess our weakness,
the oppresive [sic] conditions in which we has [sic]
to live, make us sometimes suspicious; and are afraid
to lose our freedom. So, we are more than carfull
[sic ] before we accepts [sic] any proposition.

Dfaz stated that he interpreted some of the actions of the Board

as dictation. He did not like the idea of a superior in Cuba,

referring to a property agent. Diaz, however, hoped that every­

thing would work out all right.9^

Most of the Baptists in the United States backed the

Board’s position. The Christian Index, Georgia Baptist paper,

ard the Religious Herald, Virginia Baptist paper, published material

supporting the Home Board* 9^ The Ministers’ Conference of Richmond

voted not to read Diaz’s letter to the meeting and sent it to the

9°Minutes, January 17, 1899*  

^Dfaz to Tichenor, Havana, December 31, 1898 (original
correspondence in files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta)*

?2Diaz to Tichenor, January 3, 1899, Havana (original
correspondence in files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta)*

93Ibid.

^Article from Religious Herald, reprinted in Christian
Index, LEdX (January 26, 1899), 77
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Home Mission Board instead*  From Richmond J*  William Jones wrote

to Diaz that he would have to submit to the regulation of the Home

Mission Board if he was to continue as their missionary and use

their property*  Jones felt the Board was right in every regulation
95and instruction they had issued*

Since Diaz seemed to misunderstand the propositions of the

Board, and had taken steps that hindered the work in Cuba, on

January 17, the Board withdrew their proposals*  It also appointed

a committee composed of Tichenor, Secretary of the Board, Porter

King, and W. D. Powell, a Spanish-speaking missionary to Mexico,

to visit Havana and make a full investigation of the situation

there. They were authorized to make an explanation of the Board’s

action to the Havana church, investigate the situation, and give

such direction to the work at Havana as they deemed best. They

were to select and employ missionaries, teachers, or other workers
96necessary to promote the work in Cuba*

This special committee went to Cuba on January 22, 1899,

to attempt a reconciliation between Diaz, the Havana church, and

the Home Mission Board. The church gave them a kind and respect­

ful reception, but there was unexpressed coolness and evident mis­

understanding*  At a church meeting on Monday night, Powell pre­

sented in Spanish a translation of a statement which set forth the

grievances of the Board because of the action which the church had

^J. William Jones to Diaz, Richmond, January h, 1899
(Original correspondence in files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta)*

^linutes, January 17, 1899*
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taken through its committee. At this time the church appointed a

committee, consisting of Diaz, Mr. Carlisle, Mr. Valdes, and Mr.

Albuquerque, to confer with the Board representatives. These same

men had composed the earlier committee which had sent letters of

protest to Baptists in the United States. The church had not under­

stood certain portions of the Board's December 3 letter which had

caused the misunderstanding. To them it had sounded like an ultima­

tum. The Board members explained that the letter meant the Cubans

could accept, modify, or reject the proposals. The tide of feeling

in Havana at the time contributed to the misunderstanding. The

war had just ended and Cubans were resentful toward Americans be­

cause they were not allowed to take part in governmental matters

or in the transfer of Spanish authority as they had hoped. Follow­

ing this clarification the resolutions were sent back to the church

where they were adopted unanimously on January 26. The Board was

to pay Diaz $1^00 per year; and, in addition, besides its own inci­

dental expenses, the church was to pay him three hundred dollars.

Diaz was to give his entire time and services to the pastorate of

the church. The missionary teachers employed by the Board were to

be continued at the same salaries and the Board was to be consulted

in hiring new missionaries. The remainder of the present cemetery

was to be conducted by the church, which would report on it to the

Board's property representative in Havana, who would use receipts

from it to retire the mortgage on the church. If a new cemetery 

were acquired it was to be under the management of the Board.

Monthly reports were to be made by the missionaries and turned over

to the property representative, along with monthly reports of the 
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church treasurer*  The property representative was to give checks

to the missionaries for their salaries and pay the bills for rent

and other expenses. An English-speaking preacher was to be appointed

by the Board and his congregation was to be separate from the

Gethsemane congregation. An advisory board at Havana was to consist

of the pastor of the Gethsemane Church, the property representative,

and the English-speaking preacher when appointed. On arrival of

the English-speaking preacher, the Gethsemane Church would be allowed

an additional representative. These arrangements were to be effec­

tive for a year, beginning February 1, 1899.^

The church agreed with the committee that no contributions

for the Cuban work should be asked in the territory of the Southern

Baptist Convention except through the Board itself. Contributions

sent directly to the field were to be reported and turned over to
. 98their church treasurer*

On January 1, the Board had sent J*  E. Dean of Rome, Georgia,
99to serve as property agent in Havana for a three-month period*

The visiting caranittee found Dean active and felt he was a good
100man for the place*

The Board committee described the Baptist schools as

’’splendid. ” They noted of the school childrens

^Minutes, February 7, 1899*

"ibid.

^Minutes, January 3, 1899*

•^^Minutes, February 7, 1899*
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Exercises were had at the Church building on Wednesday-
night in which the School children took part, and they
would have been creditable to any of our home schools*
The intelligence, brightness, neat appearance, general
good behavior and excellence of recitation by the
children greatly impressed us.^-*-

The School work generally was in good condition, but it was neces­

sary to secure larger accommodations for the Arsenal Street School

taught by Miss Minnie Bfaz, for the building being used only com­

fortably accommodated seventy-five, while one hundred were attend­

ing. At the Buenos Aires property, Dfaz and his wife were prepar-
102ing a class of ten to twelve young ladies to become teachers.

The committee surveyed other areas of Cuba for prospective

mission work. They visited Matanzas on the northern coast of Cuba

and made plans to open a mission there and at Cienfuegos on the

southern coast. The committee asked Powell to stay in Cuba for a

few weeks to help in establishing this work, as he had been a
103valuable aid to them.

101Ibid.

102Ibid.

103Ibid.



CHAPTER IV

EXPANSION, 1899-1900

Delegated by the committee of the Heme Mission Board visit

ing in Cuba in January, 1899, to aid in re-establishing its work

there, the missionary W. D. Powell remained in Havana for a time.

He wrote of going to Neptuno to Sunday school, and finding one

hundred present, even though they were not expecting his visit.

Powell was in Havana when the Rev. H. R. Moseley, another former

Mexican missionary, arrived on his way to Santiago, where he was

to become superintendent of the American Baptist work. He accom­

panied Powell to the Neptuno and Gethsemane churches. Moseley

felt Diaz was doing much better work than he had anticipated.

Powell reported that he was finding many Baptists in Havana and

the more he saw of the work the better he was pleased.

From Havana Powell went to Cienfuegos. He wrote from

there on February 2 that he was visiting the leading cities to

start work and see what the prospects were. Of Cienfuegos he

said:

I have been three days in this city. The prospects
could not be brighter. I find one Baptist who is
editor of a daily paper., I have found several Baptists
and others who are anxious, for us to begin work. I

•Mtf. D. Powell, "From Havana," Christian Index, LXXIX
(February 9, 1899), 5.
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held services last night at the home of a brother.
The Cuban Mayor and many leading citizens lend every
encouragement.2 3

Powell reported that the Spanish soldiers were leaving the city
3

and that sanitary conditions could not be worse. 0’Halloran was

working in Cienfuegos.^ He had come there from Santiago in January

after that field had been turned over to the American Baptists.'’

O’Halloran wrote from Cienfuegos that the government had issued

a decree by which no marriage would have validity unless it was

performed by the Civil Registry. By this decree the Roman Catholic
6Church had no privilege over the evangelical churches. This ques­

tion had been embarrassing for the Baptist missionaries, for under

the Spanish code the Catholic priests alone had authority to per­

form marriages. The Home Mission Board had called this to the

attention of the President of the United States. He had promptly

referred the matter to the personal attention of the Secretary of

War and as a result the following item appeared in a Cuban news­

paper:

The Civil Marriage Contract: The Military Govern­
ment has just decided that all the marriages that
occur, whatever be the religious sect under whose
auspices they may take place, shall be valid and

2Powell to Tichenor, Cienfuegos, February 2, 1899, Christian
Index, LXXIX (February 16, 1899),

3Ibid. .

^Powell, "From Havana," Christian Index, LXXU (February 9,
1899), 5.

^Minutes, January 17, 1899, Home Mission Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention (MS in files of the Board, Atlanta).
Hereinafter cited as Minutes, followed by the date.

^Letter, 0’Halloran, Cienfuegos, n.d., Our Home Field,
(July, 1899), 2.
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recorded in the civil register. The municinal judge
shall always sanction it with his presence.?

Powell reported in March that he was having a successful
o

revival in Santa Clara. E. W. 'White, a United States Chaplain

stationed in Santa Clara Province, helped Powell with the work

at Santa Clara. The meetings were often crowded with even stand­

ing room taken and people of high standing in the community were

attending the services and contributing. A theatre was offered

to the Baptists free of charge, and one of the papers offered them

the free use of its columns. Chaplain White noted:

The idea of liberty is so attractive to these people
that they grasp at the principle of religious liberty
and the congregational system of church life, as a
drowning man clutches at the life line in mid-ocean.
They have had enough of one man power in religion as
well as politics.?

"White reported the organization of a Bqjtist church in Santa Clara

with nearly one hundred members.

Powell wrote of preaching at other towns. He received a

cordial reception at Remedies and a Cuban general offered him a

house at Caibarien. The meyor allowed Powell to preach in the

town hall at Camajuani and he was assured that upon his return
the hall would not contain the people."^

?"Marriages, " Our Home Field, IX (July, 1899), 2.

^Letter, Powell, Santa Clara, March 6, 1899, Christian
Index, LXXIX (March 16, 1899), 5* .......

^E. W. "White to Tichenor, Santa Clara, March 5, 1899,
Christian Index, LXXIX (March 23, 1899), 5*

10Ibid.

•^Letter, Powell, Santa Clara, March 6, 1899, Christian
Index, LXXIX (March 16, 1899), 5. “
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By April 6, 1899, Powell had returned to the United States

and met with the Home Mission Board on that date to discuss the

work in Cuba. J. V. Cova was working as a missionary and teacher

at Matanzas with the assistance of members of his family. 0 * Hal 1 nran

had been moved from Cienfuegos to Santa Clara where he was in charge

of the work in that province. Joaquin Gonzales was to be employed

as a teacher and assistant there. At Cienfuegos Francisco P6rez

Bueno was to be retained as a missionary and teacher and J. G. Ecay

as a teacher. A house was rented at Sagua la Grande where Jr.
12

Francisco Rodriguez was an influential and leading man. A

teacher was needed. A house was rented for a church at Remedies

where a missionary and two teachers were needed. The Board planned

to open work in Pinar del Rio Province. The work continued at
13Havana on its previous basis.

In its annual report of May, 1899, the Home Mission Board

listed in Cuba thirteen missionaries, ten churches and stations,

363 baptisms, twenty-six received by letter for a total addition

of 389, six churches constituted, seven Sunday schools organized
with 18£2 pupils and teachers.^4 The report noted of the changes

since the war, "The restrictions imposed by the Spanish government

upon the preaching of the gospel have all been removed. A great

and effectual door has been opened.” The Board felt that Cuba

would become a part of the United States.^

12Above, 112-113.
^Minutes, April 6, 1899.

IhttFifty-Fourth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1899 (Atlanta, 1899),
Ixxiv. Hereinafter cited as Annual, followed by the year.

^Tbid., Ixxxi
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In the summer of 1899 J. V. Cova wrote of his experience

with the Methodist missionary in Matanzas, A. U. Cabrera. Cova

described him as a consecrated Christian, who began one day "lament­

ing upon the differences of opinion among Christians for so slight

misunderstandings of the gospel." Having described to him why the

Baptists disagreed on some doctrines, Cova commented thus on what

followed:

From that day (he is a very investigating man) he began
to study the Bible ard several commentaries, the case
of infant baptism and immersion, and he has come several
times to hear me preach, and this week he came to me and
declared that all his searches in God’s Word have brought
to his soul the firm belief that infant baptism is un-
scriptural and immoral, that immersion is really the
Christian baptism and the one accepted and sanctioned
by Christ himself, and that he came to ask me to be bap­
tized and to become a member of our church. I was sur­
prised and advised him to well consider this determina­
tion; but he replied it was his unchangeable resolution,
and the work of the Spirit in his soul.-*"

Cova pointed out that Cabrera was employed by the Methodists, had

four small children and a wife to support, yet was willing to

abandon this income to comply with what he believed. He asked
17the Home Mission Board’s advice before baptizing Cabrera.

Cova did baptize Cabrera and on July 18, the Home Mission Board

decided to employ him, at least temporarily. ° In August Cova

wrote that Cabrera was working with him in Matanzas and that he

was pleased with his work. He noted that Cabrera ”. • • preaches

the gospel most humbly and sweetly." Cabrera was willing to work

^Letter, J. V. Cova, Matanzas, June 13, 1899, Christian
Index, LXXIX (June 29, 1899), 12.

17Ibid.

^Minutes, July 18, 1899.
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19in any locale where the Board might need him. He was to become

a leading Baptist preacher in Cuba.

Cabrera’s becoming a Baptist must have originally caused

some hard feelings between the Baptists and Methodists, for Cova

wrote in August that the Methodists had come to better terms with

the Baptists. The Methodist preacher felt it was a bad policy to

appear before the people as fighting against each other so he

invited Cova and the Baptists to have a union service with the

Methodists. At times both would meet in the Baptist church with

the Methodist preacher preaching and at times in the Methodist

church with the Baptist preacher delivering the sermon. This

expression of unity, Cova felt, aided the mission work.

Cova reported many fields open to the work with the Cuban

leaders cooperating. On August lh Cova traveled to Jovellanos in

Matanzas Province where a committee of five persons greeted him at

the depot and took him to the spacious home of the secretary of

the city council for dinner. During the day the secretary and

some friends led Cova to different offices and residences where

he was introduced to some of the more distinguished elements of

the population. At 7:30 p.m. a crowd of five hundred people filled

a vast room prepared by the city council to hear Cova preach. It

was nicely decorated and Cova was seated beneath the Cuban flag

between the mayor, General Clemente G6mez, and the secretary of

the council, with other councillors and the chief of police sitting

close by. Cova described the meeting in this way:

^J. V. Cova to M. M. Welch, n.d., Christian Index, T.YYTY
(August 31, 1899),

20Ibid.
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Secretary Carballo was the first speaker; he intro­
duced me to the audience and made a good speech in
behalf of the liberty of worship and the merits of
our denomination. Then followed Bro. M. M. Cale jo,
who is living in that city, and presented our faith
and principles beautifully and simply.

I read a portion of Scripture and talked on the
true spirit of Christianity. After hO minutes I
closed with prayer and then invited to come to Christ
and worship the Lord ’in spirit and truth' and 35 men
and ladies stood up. I advised them to gather into
a congregation and recommended them to the care of
Bro. Cale jo, to -idiom I sent gospels, Testaments and
tracts for distribution. Among the 35 adherents
there is the mayor of the city, Gen. Clemente Gomez,
Mr. J. Jorge, Marshal, two council men, and the lady
organist of the Roman church. 21

On his way back to Matanzas, Cova met on the train a Mr.

Font who was the city council secretary of Limonar, a town between

Matanzas and Jovellanos. He invited Cova to hold a meeting in
22his town and put the city hall at his disposal for that purpose.

The warmth of the Cuban response to Protestantism was

not being matched by some United States authorities in Cuba.

Cova reported that General James H.Wllson was on the side of

Roman Catholicism and that his Spanish teacher was a priest

"remarkable for his hatred against protestants." Cova had seen

the General marching behind the priest in a Catholic procession

for the dedication of an asylum. The General ignored the Protestants

completely, Cova stated, and all his attentions were on the side of

the Catholics. It was reported to Cova that the same condition
23existed with General John R. Brooke at Havana.

21Ibid.

22Ibid.
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The Home Mission Board had suggested to Cova that the Cuban

Baptists should be raising more money to carry on the mission work*

Cova felt the matter of giving money was a great problem in Cuba

because some of the Catholic priests had taken advantage of the

people in desiring money for all the services performed. Any

attempt at requiring money from them at this early stage of the

work, Cova believed, would be very unpopular with the Cuban people

as one of the things for which they most praised the Baptists was

their interest in giving the gospel freely. He expressed the belief

that the Cubans could be trained in the future to contribute to
the church.2^

Progress was also reported from Santa Clara Province. J. L.

Rodger, pastor of the English-speaking church in Key West during

O'Halloran’s residence there, spent twelve days in Cuba observing

□ ’Halloran’s work. Rodger felt the work in Cienfuegos had "tremen­

dous possibilities." He reported, however, that the house occupied

by the mission was far too small for the congregation who assembled

there on Sundays and Thursdays. The Sunday school was equal in

attendance to the Sunday congregations and Rodger felt if the

accommodations were better, the attendance of the children would

be very much larger. One or two nights weekly 0’Halloran conducted

meetings in private houses in different parts of the city. Rodger

reported that at all of these meetings he attended he found "the

house full, the approaches to the house crowded and the street on

that particular block also crowded." Rodger described these meet­

ings thus:
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At nearly every one of these meetings persons rise,
some to be prayed for, others wishing to be instructed
in the teachings of the gospel, others thereby express­
ing their decision to serve the Lord. The regular
services are a thing of joy. The enthusiastic counte­
nances of pastor and of those who have been converted,
the reverent attention of those who are unconverted,
the warm presentation of the Word, and all inspired
by the singing, made sweeter because of the choir,
composed of Mrs. O'Halloran, two brethren from Jamaica,
one of them a good soloist, and a number of young girls,
are not to be forgotten.

Rodger felt the work was enough to keep two men occupied

especially with the large day school in Cienfuegos. Even so

O'Halloran made frequent trips to Sagua la Grande, seventy-two

miles away, and to Santa Clara, fifty-six miles distant, always

having large crowds at the meetings in these places. If the train

were delayed along the way, O'Halloran would use this opportunity

to preach on a street corner. O'Halloran was suffering from a bad

throat and nervous strain and his doctors urged him to slow his

pace and take a rest, but he felt he must "respond to the cry of

these people for the gospel." There were at that time in Cienfuegos
pZ

eighty-two candidates for baptism. Work was expanding in Havana

Province during this time. Gaspar de Cdrdenas had established a
27new mission at Puentes Grandes. 1

Because of ill health, Dr. I. T. Tichenor, who had led the

Home Mission Board in initiating and continuing the work in Cuba,
pO

resigned as Corresponding Secretary of the Board in 1899*  He was

^Letter, J. L. Rodger, Cienfuegos, September 16, 1899,
Christian Index, LXXIX (October 5, 1899), h*

26Ibid.

2?Minutes, September 8, 1899.
2®J. B. Lawrence, History of the Home Mission Board (Nashville,

1958), 86..
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called the "Father of Cuban Missions.” He was acclaimed as one of

the greatest leaders Southern Baptists ever produced. J. B. Lawrence,

later Executive Secretary of the Herne Mission Board, said of Tichenor:

"No man ever faced a more difficult task than Dr. Tichenor when he

became secretary of the Home Mission Board; no man ever triumphed
29more gloriously than he.” F. H. Kerfoot was selected to succeed

Tichenor and likewise took a great interest in the Cuban mission
i 30work.-'

In its October, 1899, meeting, the Board took action plac­

ing A. U. Cabrera as missionary at Santa Clara to prosecute the

work established there by O’Halloran. The Board paid his moving

expense and began a monthly salary. The Baptist church at Quitman,

Georgia, asked the Board that it be allowed to support a particular

missionary, contributing twenty-five dollars a month toward his

salary. The Board designated Cabrera for support by the Quitman

church, but as twenty-five dollars a month would be inadequate,

urged that the church give as much as possible for his complete

support. The Board, however, hesitated to agree to name the mission

in Santa Clara the "John Tillman" mission as suggested by the Quitman

church for two reasons. First, the effect in Cuba of having a mis­

sion named for an .American might be bad and those working against

the mission work would allege that this was an effort of foreigners

to impress themselves and their names on the religious work in Cuba;

and, second, the Board did not feel it should set apart the mission

29Ibid., 81-82.

■^Minutes, September 8, 1899*
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as the work of any particular church or organization unless the

church could bear all the expense of the missionary.^

At its October meeting the Board also discussed a request

from Cova for a printing press to publish tracts and similar articles

aid the possible issuing of a newspaper at Matanzas. Cova had

mentioned contrary publications which worried him. The Board felt

there was a need for literature giving the Baptist interpretation

of the Scriptures and kindred topics in Spanish. It planned to

investigate this possibility further and in the meantime to send

any literature available in Spanish.^

The Home Mission Board planned for its new Secretary to

visit Cuba early in January, 1900, and make a general inspection,

giving direction to the work as it sesned advisable. Dr. W. W*

Landrum, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Atlanta, would

accompany him and hold a series of services in Havana. One thing

that needed attention was the church property in Havana. There

was a payment of indebtedness involved. The Secretary needed to

attend to the renting of parts of the prsnises, the removal of

some wooden additions which had been condemned by the municipal

authorities, and the replacement of these with stone. The Jane
■33building proper was also in need of repairs.' Dr. Kerfoot was

given the power to act for the Board in determining the question

^Minutes, October 3, 1899*

32Ibid.

33Iiinutes, December 12, 1899*
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of how much insurance should be carried on the Jan£ church property

and the Buenos Aires property.

After spending twelve days in Havana in the company of

Kerfoot, Landrum authored a report on their trip which appeared

in the Christian Index. His assignment had been to hold a protracted

meeting in Havana at the Gethsemane Baptist Church, take a Baptist

census of Americans in Cuba, and organize a church con^posed of

former residents of the United States if it seemed expedient.

Landrum described his work in this way:

For ten d^ys I kept busy carrying out instructions,
praying and preaching and visiting, just as I have
done in several cities in the South where I have held
revival services. There were hardly more than two
thousand Americans in Havana, and possibly fran three
hundred to five hundred were Baptists. Of this number
of Baptists, about one hundred were willing to acknowl­
edge themselves as such. Fifty-five or sixty attended
my preaching. My audiences never exceeded seventy-
five persons at any one time .... I led the sing­
ing myself. And I got together at the close of my
series of meetings about thirty American Baptists who
agreed to keep house for Christ after I left. They
will worship under theQministry of Rev. B. W. N. Sims,
temporarily in Havana®-'-’

Landrum reported that there was religious freedom in Cuba

to the sane extent that Georgians enjoyed it. It was no longer a

sensation to witness a baptism in Havana. He stated that rta Baptist

is no longer a hero who manifests the dissidence of dissent •••••*

Now he was simply a follower of Christ, worshipping in his own way,

which was no longer strange to the people of Havana. Methodists,

Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Quakers, and

^^Minutes, January 2, 1900®

3% W. Landrum, ’’News from Cuba," Christian Index, LXXX
(Februaiy 1, 1900), !•
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Disciples were also working in Cuba. Landrum felt, however, that in

"numbers, influence, and aggressiveness" Baptists were "the leading

evangelicals of Cuba."* 3^

Landrum listed eleven Baptist stations in Havana with several

flourishing day schools. These schools were strictly Christian and

served as an important evangelizing agency. The wanen who conducted

them had more or less a knowledge of English, as well as Spanish*

The pupils, mostly girls, were taught domestic arts as well as the

elements of education. The schools required Bible study and taught

gospel hymns in Spanish. Practically, they were Sunday schools hold­

ing sessions every day of the week except Saturday and Sunday, Landrum

observed. The teachers urged all the children to attend the Gethsemane

Baptist Sunday school every Sunday afternoon* 3?

At the February, 1900, meeting of the Home Mission Board

Kerfoot and Landrum reported on their trip to Cuba and made recom­

mendations about the Cuban work. The Board adopted a recommendation

presented by Landrum that the Home Mission Board put Miss Gertrude

Joerg in communication with Baptist orphan homes in the Southern

states with a view of securing homes for orphan Cuban girls then

being cared for by Miss Joerg. Kerfoot stated that the entire

mortgage on the Cuban property could be paid off on February 19*

Since the interest on the loan was sixteen per cent, he suggested

that the Board borrow the money at a lever rate of interest to pay

off the mortgage. He also reported that a party in Havana had 

36Ibid.

3?Ibid.
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offered to rent the entire portion of the Jan£ building not used

by the Gethsemane Church for $215 a month in Spanish gold and make

all necessary repairs. The Board decided to borrow in Atlanta the

money necessary to pay off the mortgage in Havana and to send

Porter King, a lawyer and chairman of the Board’s committee on

Cuba, to Cuba to settle the property matters with the aid of the
Q O

Board’s Cuban lawyer, Ferrer.

Porter King made this trip and reported the results to the

March meeting of the Board. King paid off the mortgage indebtedness

on the church property in Havana. While there he also approved the

proposed lease of the part of the Jan£ property not being used in

connection with the church services. He leased it for four years

to Mrs. Billina Sarmienta and her sister at $215 a month Spanish

gold. She would make all repairs upon the portion of the premises

leased to her. The Buenos Aires property could not be rented to

any advantage commensurate with its value because costly improve­

ments on the house and grounds would have to be made. King did

authorize some small expenditures to stop leaks in the roof, make

repairs to the floors, and so forth.^^

Diaz’s church, its members impoverished by the war or

scattered as a result of it, had been unable to pay anything above

its incidental expenses, such as lights, water, janitor services,

and the like. It was even a little behind in some of these res­

pects. Properly to support Diaz and his family, King felt $125

^Minutes, February 6, 1900.

^Minutes, March 3, 1900.
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a month should be continued and no charge should be made to Dfaz

for the use of the Buenos Aires place. This was to be done in

consideration of the special mission work Diaz was to do at points

near Havana, and in the province of Pinar del Rio. King recommended

that Dfaz be "stimulated and encouraged to train his Gethsemane

congregation to regular and liberal giving, so that as soon as pos­

sible, besides supporting themselves in their incidental expenses,

they can aid in the payment of his salary." This arrangement with

Diaz and the Gethsemane Church was to continue as long as it was

mutually agreeable to the Board on the one side, and Diaz, or the
Gethsemane Church acting through him, on the other side.^

Accompanied by Mr. J. S. Paine, the Baptist deacon from

Boston, and Diaz, King visited Pinar del Rio, the capital of the

province of the sane name. It was a city of twenty to thirty

thousand inhabitants in the middle of the tobacco growing district.

They met the mayor of the city to whom Mr. Paine gave a copy of

the Gospel of John. They found a large hall in the Hotel Ricardo

which the proprietor agreed that Diaz might have at such times as

he should choose to hold a mission service in it. All along the

route from Havana to Pinar del Rio, a distance of some 115 miles,

there were many villages, towns, and cities which varied in size

from a few hundred to five to ten thousand population. No Protestant

denomination was conducting any services or had started any mission

work in this province. It was learned that a house could be rented

at Pinar del Rio for about twenty-five dollars a month and approxi­

mately thirty-five dollars a month would support a missionary and

^°Ibid 
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his wife there. King felt this work should be initiated. He recom­

mended that Diaz be requested to visit points along the road from

Havana to Pinar del Rio, and other points near the city of Havana,

he being furnished the money necessary to pay his traveling expenses.

Diaz should do this work without additional compensation, carrying

on the same without interfering with the work which he then had in
hand in Havana.^

For the Pinar del Rio work, Diaz had recommended Gaspar de

Cdrdenas and his wife, who were then engaged in mission work in

Havana. The Misses Joerg also highly recommended him. A member

of the first group baptized in Cuba, he had been working with the

Baptists for seven or eight years, and they had no children. It

was King’s suggestion that this missionary at Pinar del Rio work

with Diaz at points selected on the road between that city and
I 2

Havana, he being furnished the necessary funds to defray expenses.

In connection with the English-speaking work in Havana,

King reported that as a rule the English-speaking people were

temporary residents, being largely connected with the government

service in some department. He did not feex that a large growth

of this congregation in the near future need be expected. The

existence of a strain between the English-speaking and Cuban con­

gregations in Havana was evidenced by King's comment that the Cuban

and English brethren would no doubt come to a full understanding

with each other. King hoped through the efforts of Diaz and Simms,

and under the advice of Secretary Kerfoot and former Secretary

hilbid

**2Ibid
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Tichenor who had the love and consideration of the Cuban people,

that cordial relations would be established and sustained.^

As to the other work in Cuba, King heard Janes H. Drake

of Morgan Park, Chicago, who had been on the island for about

four weeks, report concerning Matanzas, Cienfuegos, and Santa

Clara. The work was satisfactory, except at Santa Clara where

Cabrera was sick and somewhat discouraged. King recommended that

all the work be pressed in Cuba for he felt it could be done with
good results. His report was adopted by the Board.^

In March, 1900, H. R. Moseley, head of the -American Baptist

work on the eastern end of Cuba, wrote describing the Cubans’

reaction to the Protestant religion:

The people gladly hear the gospel, our preaching
halls are crowded at every service. The Cubans, how­
ever, have no idea of spiritual religion; they are
nominally Catholics, but care little for their reli­
gion. I should say that nine-tenths of them are
indifferent. They come to hear us preach, because
it is something new and they are attracted by the
novelty. They have little reverence, and are densely
ignorant of even the most superficial knowledge of
the Bible. We could receive and baptize hundreds
of them who are disgusted with Romanism, but who
know nothing of real heart religion. They disclaim
being Catholics, remembering the attitude of the
Romish church during their struggle for liberty from
the yoke of Spain. Two men came to see me yesterday
to tell me that they were going to 'enter our reli­
gion, ' as they express it. I questioned them and
found that they had never attended services nor read
the Bible, but they wanted to 'enter your religion'
because they were Cuban patriots, and hated the Romish
church. I tried to explain that we required faith,
repentance, conversion, before we received members
into our church, but I fear veiy much that they did
not understand. I invited them to our services, sold

^Ibid.

^Ibid.
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them Bibles and am praying that God may give ‘his spirit. •
It would be easy to baptize many and get a newspaper
reputation at home, but we are trying to go slowly,
realizing that we are doing foundation work, and that
the future of our work in this island depends largely
upon the beginnings we are now making.

Moseley also stated that friction between Americans and Cubans was

growing apace. The Cuban newspapers had made many of the people

believe that the United States did not intend to fulfill its pro­

mise to give Cuba her liberty. There was a feeling of restlessness

and suspicion that did not bode good for peaceful settlement of

the difficulties that confronted the island. He felt that the

conduct of some of the Americans there had not been such as to

recommend the United States government, customs, or religion as

• KIdesirable.

In its annual report to the Southern Baptist Convention

in May of 1900 the Home Mission Board described the condition of

the work in Cuba and gave the statistics for the past year. The

English work had made progress under Rev. B. W. N. Simms while he

was spending the winter in Havana. Wien he returned to the United

States in March the congregation gave expression to great apprecia­

tion of his services. Both the congregation and the Board hoped

he would return in the fall. P. H. Bristow of the Calvary Baptist

Church, Washington, D. C., was teaching the Bible class in English.^

^Letter, H. R. Moseley, Santiago, n-d., Christian Index,
LXXX (March 15, 1900), 1». “

^6Ibid.

h7trpifty-Fifth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board, "
Annual, 1900, 129-130.
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Bristow was chief clerk in the post office department in Cuba.^

Diaz and fourteen assistants were continuing work among

the Spanish-speaking residents of Havana. In connection with the

central Gethsemane Church there were ten stations, four schools,

and Sunday schools located in different parts of the city. At

that time the relations existing between the Board and all the

Havana Baptists were cordial and satisfactory. Diaz had reported

recently the baptism of ninety-five converts. The new work at
to

Pinar del Rio was also under the supervision of Diaz.

The Board complimented the work being done in the city

of Matanzas by J. V. Cova, assisted by his daughter. Cova had

reported forty-one baptisms in the past year. The Board pointed

out that Cova was a scholarly minister who had done valuable ser­

vice in the translation and circulation of timely tracts and litera­

ture. He had reached some of the more intelligent and well-to-do

citizens of Matanzas. A new location had been rented for the

Matanzas church and Cova was optimistic about the future of his

church.^® A day school was included in the work at Matanzas.

In Santa Clara Province O'Halloran was continuing to work

at Cienfuegos. The Board’s annual report noted of his work there:

Men, women and children literally pack his building.
He is an enthusiastic evangelistic preacher, and his
wife is a valuable assistant. Brother O'Halloran
seems to be specially successful in persuading his

Havana Post, October 19, 1901, 3; and November 21, 1901, 1

h9'’Fifty-Fifth Annual Report of the Home Mission Beard,*
Annual, 1900, IjO.

5°Ibid.

^Minutes, September 8, 1899*
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people to accept the Saviour*  His baptisms are numerous -
He reports during the past year 13U baptisms.52

A larger house of worship was needed in Cienfuegos. Day school

work was being continued there. 0’Halloran, in a supervisory capacity

made regular visits to the town of Santa Clara where A. U. Cabrera

was in charge of the work and to Sagua la Grande, also in Santa

Clara Province®'^ The church at Santa Clara maintained a day

school^ but had experienced a personnel shortage'’*’ with the

organization of the new Cuban public school program early in

1900, which had attracted some of its teachers.^

The total statistics for the year ended May, 1900, showed

twenty-five missionaries working in eighteen churches and stations.

There had been 270 baptisms and thirty-one received by letter for

301 total additions. Five churches had been constituted and two

houses of worship were improved. The Cuban Baptists had organized

four Sunday schools with h20 teachers and pupils. They delivered

5h6 sermons and addresses, conducted 685 prayer meetings, made

2,136 religious visits, and distributed ei^ity-six Bibles and

Testaments and 17,635 tracts. The Board had paid almost ten thou-
<7sand dollars in salaries to the missionaries during the year.

^2 "Fifty-Fifth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1900, 131.

53lbid.

^^Minutes, June 10, 1899 and March 13, 1900®

'’'’Minutes, September 8, 1899®
^David F. Healy, The United States in Cuba: 1898-1902;

Generals, Politicians, and‘the Search for Policy (Madison, 1963),
180. Hereinafter cited as Healy, The U.S, in Cuba.

£7"Fifty-Fifth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1900, 122, 110.
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Being of the opinion that Baptists should continue their

schools in Cuba, even though a public school system now existed,

the Board increased appropriations for sane of its schools in the

fall of 1900*  In November the Board voted an additional fifteen

dollars a month to Cova’s school in Matanzas.^ Joaquin Gonzales,

teacher at the Baptist school at Santa Clara, made a plea to the

Board that he was unable to sipport his family on twenty-four

dollars a month. He preferred work in the Baptist schools to

employment in the new public school system where he was offered

a job with higher salary. The Board, at its December meeting,

voted to pay him forty dollars for November, and thirty dollars

monthly thereafter. This arrangement would continue until the

missionary soon to be sent to Cuba by the Herne Board could invest!-
. 59gate.

In July, 1900, the Home Mission Board tanporarily employed
Ricardo Elizari.^ He had cane to the Baptists from the Methodist

church in Cuba, and was stationed at Sagua la Grande in Santa

Clara Province until the Board could correspond with O'Halloran

about a place of service for him, and with the Methodist officials

as to his standing among them while engaged in their service.

He had been a Catholic priest before becaning a Methodist preacher.

The Board then delegated Cova and O’Halloran to go to Sagua la

^Minutes, November 6, 1900.

^Minutes, December h, 1900.

^^Minutes, July 3, 1900.

^Minutes, September 3, 1900.

^Minutes, December h, 1900.

62
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Grande and inspect the work there.^ Because of a question that

had arisen regarding Elizari’s conduct, the Board decided to dis­

continue his services. By Deconber 4, 1900, action of the Board

had teiminated Elizari’s employment. He was to figure, however,

in a later dispute between Diaz, other Baptists in Cuba, and the

Home Mission Board

A front-page article in the Havana Post, September 23,

1900, gave evidence of Diaz’s continued political activity. The

paper had quoted him as making speeches for the Cuban National

Party^ opposing the .Americans. Diaz denied a prejudice against

the American people (who had twice saved his life), spying rather

that he favored Cuban independence, and felt that the United States

should give Cuba a trial at governing herself.

Diaz continued:

... I criticized the present administration because
it has.been similar to the old Spanish regime. I refer
to the connection of church and state. There are a
great many Catholic orphanages and poor asylums on
the island of Cuba which are supported by the American
administration in Cuba. Fgg every inmate the church
is paid fifty cents daily.

Diaz complained that his church had organized a female high school

after the arrival of the American government, and asked aid of them

^Minutes, November 6, 1900.

^Minutes, December 4, 1900.

6^The campaign referred to was that of the summer of 1900
to elect delegates to the Cuban Constitutional Convention. The
Cuban National Party represented the old revolutionary element,
now strongly favoring independence for Cuba. Healy, The U.S, in
Cuba, 143, lh8. “~

^^Havana Post, September 23, 1900, 1.



105

similar to that given the Catholic schools. The government did

not consent and Diaz stated that the project had to be given up

because of the impoverished condition of his church since the war.

Diaz said that later his church organized a hospital with furniture

donated by J.S. Paine of Boston. Diaz appealed to the government
67for aid but again was refused. '

Another point of criticism Diaz had made was that the

administration had not been careful to appoint to public office

intelligent men, representative of the people, but rather almost

every appointee was a Roman Catholic. This action, he felt, was

causing the Cuban people to feel that the .American government was
68not tlying to do its best for the Cuban people.

The Board did not approve of Diaz’s active participation

in politics. His political actions were to be one of the main

issues in the dispute arising later between the Board and Diaz.

6?Ibid. These proposals were undoubtedly without the knowl­
edge of the Home Mission Board, as Baptist policy strongly opposes
the use of government money in the support of church institutions.

68Havana Post, September 23, 1900, 1. This does not seem
to be a just complaint, as most of the people were Catholic, at
least in name.



CHAPTER V

SUPERVISION CHANGES HANDS, 1900-1901

The Home Mission Board, long desiring to have at least

one missionary from the United States in its service in Cuba,

appointed the Rev. C. D. Daniel in December, 1900. He was to be

paid at the rate the Foreign Mission Board then paid its missionaries

serving in Latin American countries,i.e. six hundred dollars

annually for himself, six hundred dollars for his wife, and one

hundred dollars for each child. An appropriation was also made
2for house rent and traveling expenses.

Daniel was to fill a long felt need for a pastor for the

English-speaking congregation in Havana, and for a contact between

the Board and the Cuban Christians through someone speaking both

English and Spanish. In this respect other denominations were

ahead of the Baptists, having drawn from their missionary forces

in Mexico to place their own representatives among the Cuban

people soon after the United States had occupied Cuba. The Home

Mission Board, however, had no other Jatin American fields from

which to choose. The Board felt confident that in Daniel they

had found someone qualified for the task. Daniel had served five

^Minutes, December 1, 1900, Home Mission Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention, Atlanta (MS in files of the Board).
Hereinafter cited as Minutes, followed by the date.

^Minutes, April 1, 1901.
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years under the Foreign Mission Board in Brazil and then worked

under the Texas State Board among the Mexicans. He was highly

recommended by the missionaries in Brazil and the Baptists in Texas.^

Daniel arrived in Cuba Januaiy 9, 1901, under temporary

appointment, being uncertain whether he would accept the job per­
manently.^ However, by April Daniel had agreed to become the per­

manent general missionary of the Home Mission Board in Cuba.-’ Dr.

Moses Nathaniel McCall, who later replaced Daniel as superintendent

of the Southern Baptist work in Cuba, gave the following descrip­

tion of him:

Brother C. D. Daniel was much beloved by the Cuban
people, and deserved their unstinted affection. He
was a remarkable character. Large of stature—he
stood six feet three—he was equally large in heart
and soul. He was alone, because his family had not
been able to remain with him in Cuba, and had returned
to Texas. But he smiled through his loneliness and
found in his work an object of great affection • . . •

... Daniel was a flaming evangelist. He had been
a missionary for some years in Brazil, retiring on
account of his wife’s health. His own health was not
good in Cuba, perhaps because he lacked the home life
so necessary when one works hard all the time. His
Cuban friends remembered for a long time his complete
unselfishness, and used to repeat the story of his
sacrifices over and over again.

He could laugh and joke with them and they enjoyed
him in a social wqy.
their souls ....

and loved him as the shepherd of

^’’Fifty-Sixth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1901 (Atlanta, 1901),
U48-II49T” Hereinafter cited as Annual, followed by the year.

^Minutes, January 5, 1901.

Slinutes, April 1, 1901.

^Moses Nathaniel McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba
(Atlanta, 19h2), 18-19*
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Having arrived in Havana January 9, Daniel wrote describing

his first two days as missionary there. Diaz had received him

kindly and helped him secure lodging. His first worship attendance

was at the Disciples services for Americans, where two other Baptists

were in attendance. Daniel pointed out that the Methodists, Presby­

terians, and Congregationalists were also doing work anong the

English-speaking people of Havana. The only Baptist work among

the English-speaking at the time was the Sunday school conducted

by Mr. Bristow described above. Daniel said of Bristow, "He is

without any exception, the best Sunday school teacher I ever saw

anywhere.” Daniel spent his second day in Cuba, a Thursday, tramp­

ing through the city, meeting as many people as possible, and invit­

ing them to attend his English service the following Sunday morning.

That night Daniel attended Diaz’s prayer meeting at the Jane build­

ing. There were seventy-five present at what Daniel called "a very

fine prayer service." He further stated, "The Holy Spirit was

evidently in the hearts of those who talked and led in prayer. I

enjoyed this prayer service more than I can express by pen or tongue.

Thus my first two days as missionary to Cuba are numbered with the

past."7

During the month of January Daniel wrote from Matanzas

describing the work there. He praised Cova highly as a "superior

Christian gentleman," and as a man whose labors God was honoring.

Cova welcomed Daniel heartily, showed him places of interest in

the city, and took him into the homes of his members. These were

^Letter, C. D. Daniel, Havana, January, 1901, Christian
Index, LKH (January 31, 1901), h*
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the first Cuban homes Dani al had. visit ad • Ha described several

of the members of the Baptist church in Matanzas as being "of real

intelligence and refinement." Cova also took Daniel to meet several

of the city officials and other leaders of Matanzas society. Daiiel

felt Cova was a man of influence in the city and pointed out that

the English-speaking Christians in Matanzas spoke of Cova in highest

terms. Daniel sensed a particular need in Matanzas for a church

building. The Episcopalians had a church house in the suburbs

which had cost six thousand dollars and were taking steps to build

another in the heart of the city at a cost of ten thousand dollars.

The Methodists had just completed an elegant church, costing nine

thousand dollars. This gave their work an appearance of stability

which was important in winning the Cubans. The Methodist congrega­

tion had doubled since they began work on their new building; con-
g

sequently, Daniel felt that Cova was in a disadvantageous position.

Daniel attended the prayer meeting in Cova's church where

he was surprised that there were eighty in attendance, and pleased

with the manner of conducting the meeting, which he described thus:

At the entrance, a Bible was presented to each, who
took his seat and read till time to commence services,
which began and closed on time. There was no whisper­
ing and laughing in the house. After four earnest
prayers for specific purposes interspersed with sing­
ing, the pastor gave a very fine exposition of the
first chapter of Hebrews, after which he called on
ma for a talk. The congregation then extended to
me the right hand of fellowship and welcome. Thus
closed one of the most interesting prayer meetings
that I have ever had the pleasure of attending,

^Daniel to Tichenor, Matanzas, January, 1901, Christian
Index, LXXXI (January 31, 1901), h.
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whether in the United States, North or South [, ]
Mexico, Brazil or Cuba.

Daniel observed that the American occupation of Cuba had

hindered the mission work rather than helped. He described many

of the soldiers as being an ’’irreligious, immoral, lewd, drunken

crowd of fellows, who assume the air of conquerors and frequently

boast that the stars and stripes will never be taken from Cuba.®

Thus a hatred of Americans and American customs was being created.

Both Cova and Daniel thought that the American occupation loomed

as the greatest hindrance to gospel work.1^

It was Daniel's opinion that the United States military

leaders in Cuba were letting the Catholic church use them and that

they were treating the Protestant workers with contempt. A member

of the education department in Havana told Daniel that the leaders

of this United States provisional government in trying to conciliate

the Cubans had gone too far in supporting the Catholic church. The

superintendent of the American Baptist work in the eastern part of

Cuba, Mr. Moseley, also protested the conduct of the government

toward the evangelical workers. Moseley threatened to take his

protest to Washington.11 Specifically, Moseley complained that

the local military governor of Santiago had forbidden him to con­

duct services in the orphanage where the sons of soldiers who were

killed in battle were cared for but had allowed the nuns to hold

?Ibid.

1QIbid.

^Ibid.
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Catholic services in the girls' department. The preachers of the

various denominations in Havana organized themselves into a confer­

ence for a united effort to change this situation. Both Daniel
13and Diaz joined this conference. J

This church state issue was settled when the constitution

promulgated on February 21, 1901, provided for separation of church

and state and freedom of worship.The constitution stated:

The profession of all religions is free, as well as
the exercise of all cults without limitation, except
that they must respect Christian morality and public
order. The Church will be separated from the State,
and in no case will it subsidize ary cult.-’

The strained relations between the United States and Cuba

in the spring of 1901 also hurt the evangelical work in Cuba at
16the time. The difficulty arose over the United States requiring

the Cubans to accept the Hatt Amendment. Most articles of the

amendment were objectionable to the Cubans, but the one causing

the biggest furor was Article Three, giving the United States the

right of intervention. The Cubans felt this clause in effect des­

troyed their independence. Opposition to the amendment evoked

•^Christian Index, LXXXI (February 11, 1901), 6.

^Daniel to Tichenor, Matanzas, January, 1901, Christian
Index, LXXXI (January 31, 1901), 1.

^Alfred Barnaby Thomas, Latin America, A History (New
York, 19^6), 510. .........~

15 J. Lloyd Mecham, Church and State in Latin America:
A History of Politico-Ecclesiastical Relations (Chapel Hill,
1931), 357.

16 npifty-Sixth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board, n
Annual, 1901, 118.
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feeling which exploded in street riots and public demonstrations.1?

In a letter to Tichenor in 1901, Diaz revealed his opinion of the

amendment when he asked if the southern and western people were

”in favor of Platt’s amendement [sic] on annexation of Cuba to
U. S.?”1^

Two women missionaries, Miss Adelee Branham of Missouri

and Miss Mary A. Taylor of Florida, had joined the Cuban mission

in Santa Clara Province in January, 1901. They were under appoint­

ment of the Home Mission Board, but supported by the women of their

respective states. In May the Board granted them permission to

return to the states because of Miss Branham’s ill health.1?

In early April, 1901, the Home Mission Board authorized

Dr. Eduardo Francisco Rodriguez to lease a building for church

services in Sagua la Grande, a city on the north coast of Cuba

in Santa dara Province. Dr. Rodriguez had an eventful and inter­

esting background. He was studying medicine at Havana University

in 1868 when the Ten Years’ War broke out. He joined this revolu­

tion and had to flee to the United States. While in this country

he continued his study of medicine at the University of New York

where he received his Doctor of Medicine degree. After working

1?David F. Healy, The United States in Cuba, 1898-1902:
Generals, Politicians, and the’Search for Policy (Madison, 1963),
W,’ TT0.-------------------------------------------

•^Dlaz to Tichenor, January 22, 1901 (original correspondence
in files of ..the Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

■^Minutes, March 13, July 3, 1900; April 1, May 3, 1901.

?OMinutes, April 1, 1901.
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in Bellevue Hospital for a time, he went to France and Barcelona,

Spain, to study further. With the end of the war in Cuba Rodriguez

returned and married. There followed a period of medical practice

in Guatemala where Rodriguez received distinctive honors from the

government for his work. Returning to Cuba in 188h, he again had

to leave because of the political persecutions and fled to Mexico.

Subsequently Argentina hired him as consul to Cuba. After the

Spanish-American War Rodriguez made his home in Sagua la Grande.

0’Halloran began to visit the city in 1899, and as a result of

his ministry Rodriguez was converted and baptized into the Baptist

church. Rodriguez began preaching, was ordained and made pastor

of the Baptist church at Sagua la Grande, serving without pgy.

Continuing his medical practice, Rodriguez also had an effective
21ministry as pastor of the church until his death June 28, 1913.

In its annual report of May, 1901, the Home Mission Board

listed twenty-seven missionaries working in Cuba in thirty-one

churches and stations. During the previous year there had been

15 7 baptisms, thirteen received by letter for 170 total additions.

The Board had spent just over twelve thousand dollars in this

work.22 The greatest need at the time, evidenced by reports from
23Daniel, was a good chapel at each one of the mission stations. * 23

2^A. Pereira Alves, Prominentes Evang^licos de Cuba (El Paso
1936), 106-111. "

22,,Fifty-Sixth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1901, 136.

23Ibid., Ih9*



In the spring and summer of 1901 while an active political

campaign was being waged in Cuba, reports came to the Home Mission

Board that Diaz was devoting much of his time to politics and was

having an objectionable person fill his pulpit.2^ Daniel, not in

Cuba at the time, later reported that Diaz had run for Representa­

tive on the ticket of one of the political parties and was defeated

In his opinion Diaz had hurt the cause of Christ in Cuba by his

vile attacks on his opponents. Daniel quoted an article in the

paper El Mundo about this.2-* The objectionable person filling

Diaz’s pulpit was Ricardo Elizari, former Catholic priest and

Methodist preacher who had worked briefly for the Baptists in

Santa Clara Province, but whose service had been terminated because
26of unchristian conduct as stated above. When Cova read in the

Havana papers that Elizari was filling Diaz’s pulpit, he wrote the

following letter dated April h, 1901:

I was surprised to read in today’s 'Discusion’ that
Mr.. Elizari would preach in your pulpit next Thursday,
and as I suppose you are ignorant of his past rela­
tions with the Santa Clara Church, where he was a
member, I hasten to discharge a Christian duty, by
notifying you that he was expelled from the Santa
Clara Church, for immoral and unchristian conduct, and
not only this, but also having applied for membership,
in the Masonic Fraternity, of this city, he was unani­
mously rejected, because of the horrible information,
received from Santiago de Cuba, and from other places
where the man has resided.

2hnome Mission Board of the Southern Baotist Convention,
Statement on the Situation in Cuba (Atlanta, 1903), Hereinafter
cited as Statement on Cuba.

2?C. D. Daniel, "Cuba,” 19. This is a twenty-one page
typewritten manuscript in the files of the Home Mission Board,
Atlanta. Written in 1903, it is an answer to charges against
the Southern Baptists’ work in Cuba made in other Baptist papers
by Diaz. These papers printing Diaz's charges were of the Land­
mark Baptist group, which had broken from the Southern Baptist
Convention.

26Above, 103-1014.
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And as it pains me that the pulpit of a Baptist
Church, should be profaned by such a man, I hasten,
impelled by love for the Lord's Cause, to notify you,
that you may not be imposed on by that man.

I have no cause for personal enmity against the
man. It is only for the good of the cause, that I
send you this warning. '

Diaz replied to Cova that he had not presented enough

evidence to deny his pulpit to this man. Diaz then retaliated,

criticizing two Baptist preachers who were friends of Cova. He

said that O'Halloran was a person not worthy of the pulpit and

that Cabrera's credit was nor good. °

Later Cabrera, pastor at Santa Clara, was m Havana on

business and attended the Baptist Church. There he found Elizari

in the pulpit with Diaz. When Diaz invited Cabrera to join them,

Cabrera replied that he could not occupy the pulpit with a man

guilty of the sins for which Elizari had been expelled from the

Santa Clara church. When Elizari rose to preach Cabrera walked

out, feeling that he and his church had been grossly insulted.* 2^

Upon his return to Santa Clara, Cabrera reported to his church

the events in Havana. On April 15, 1901, the Santa Clara church

wrote the Baptist church in Havana that Elizari had been a member

and a helper in the mission but that the church obtained proof
30of his unchristian conduct and suspended him from its membership.

2?Cova to Diaz, April h, 1901, in Daniel, tuba," 9*

2^Dfaz to Cova, n.d., in Daniel, "Cuba,” 9-10.

29Ibid., 9.

^Baptist Church at Santa Clara to Baptist Church at Havana,
April 15, 1901, in Daniel, "Cuba," 10.



116

They explained, that these proofs had been sent to the Home Mission

Board. Diaz replied to this letter by demanding further proof.

When the Santa Clara church saw that its warning had been disre­

garded, its members wrote to the Home Mission Board.3^ Tichenor

replied in a letter to Cabrera dated April 25, 1901. He took it

for granted that Diaz was not sufficiently informed about the rela­

tions of Elizari with the Baptist church as an excluded member and

that once he knew the facts the matter would be settled. Tichenor

approved the Santa Clara church sharing this information in a

fraternal manner. He instructed Diaz on the necessity of the

Cuban churches respecting and abiding by each other’s decisions

that unity among them might be preserved. Tichenor felt no further
32action would be necessary. However, Elizari did continue preach­

ing in Diaz’s pulpit until November. He later reverted to the

Catholic church. 33

Upon learning this and other information about Diaz’s work

in Cuba, the Board's Committee on Cuba met and discussed the situ­

ation especially in light of the strained relations between the

United States and Cuba at the time over the Platt Amendment. The

outcome was the following statement sent in a letter to Diaz:

31Daniel, ’’Cuba,” 10.

3^Tichenor to Diaz, April 25, 1901, in Daniel, "Cuba,*  10.

33paniel, "Cuba," 11.
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1. We desire to assure our brethren in Cuba that

every member of our Committee has the sincerest good
will, not only towards our own brethren in the Island,
but t wards the entire Island of Cuba. We feel, and
we are sure that the overwhelming majority of the people
in our countiy feel, that the United States Government
should act in perfectly good faith with the people of
Cuba, and strictly observe every pledge which was made
to them at the beginning of the war with Spain. It
is a matter of deep regret to us that any di fferenr.es
of views and feelings should have aidsen between our
government and the Cubans as to the relations which.
should exist between the two peoples,

2. We desire to say further that our especial busi­
ness in Cuba is a matter of religion of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and in no sense whatever a matter of pnl i ti r.s -
One of the greatest achievements that the Baptists have
ever made in this country and in all their history has
been their work in securing in the United States an
absolute separation between Church and State. Our aim
has been in our own country to keep all political mat­
ters, as far as possible, out of our own Churches, and
separate from our Church relations.
• 3» We have felt that it would not be amiss, in
the trying ordeal through which the brethren in Cuba
are passing, for us to call attention to this fact of
the complete separation between Church and State, so
far as Baptists are concerned. We recognize the full est
right and liberty of every man to hold his own peculiar
political views and to govern himself as a citizen in
his own political action. We sincerely trust, however,
that our brethren in Cuba will see their way clear to
plant themselves unmistakably upon this vital Baptist
principle, of an entire separation between religion
and matters which are purely political, and that they
will be able to keep all strictly political matters
entirely out of the Churches with which they are con­
nected. But for this fundamental Baptist principle
our churches, many of them, would have been torn in
pieces during our great civil war in this country in
1861-186£. The observance of this principle enabled
the brethren of widely different political views to
live in unity in the same Church with one Lord, one
faith, and one baptism,

h. We make special request of our brethren that
the houses of God in which they worship shall be kept
sacred to our divine religion, and purely moral and
charitable purposes, and that they be not used for
any political meetings, or political purposes of any
kind. The sentiment in our country is very strong
against the use for political purposes of houses which
have been dedicated to the worship of God, however
dear may be a cause, and we are persuaded that our
people would lose much of their interest in Cuban
missions if they felt that the houses which they are
furnishing to our brethren and sisters in Cuba were

erenr.es
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being used for other purposes than for the simple and
direct propagation of the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

We sincerely trust that this communication which we
have been lead [sic] to send you will be received in
the same kind and fraternal spirit in which it is sent,
and that our brethren in Cuba, who represent our Board
and its work in the Island, will see this matter in
the same light as it is viewed by us, your friends and
fellow helpers in the work of the Lord.’^

This letter was signed by Porter King, F. H. Kerfoot, I. T. Tichenor,

and E. L. Connally• On the same day Tichenor wrote Diaz that

it would not be wise for him to come to the Southern Baptist Con­

vention meeting in May. There were many in the Convention who

were not Diaz’s friends. Diaz’s prominent position in politics

in Cuba and his outspoken political opinions had not aided his

popularity. Tichenor advised that the better course would be to

come to Atlanta and talk with the Board. Another consideration

was that other Cuban workers who had never attended the Southern

Baptist Convention would like to come. Tichenor subsequently

received a letter from J. S. Paine stating that repairs were needed

on the house of worship in Havana. He wrote Diaz expressing sur­

prise to learn of this, as he had understood from Diaz’s letters

earlier that this matter had been taken care of. Tichenor referred
37Paine’s letter to the Committee on Cuba.

^Committee on Cuba to Diaz, April 22, 1901 (original cor­
respondence in files of the Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

35lbid.

^Tichenor to Diaz, April 22, 1901 (correspondence in files
of Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

^Tichenor to Diaz, April 25, 1901 (correspondence in files
of Home Mission Board, Atlanta).
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In reply to the foregoing correspondence, Diaz wrote

that he was resigning as head of the Baptist work in Havana. In

a letter to the Cuban Committee dated May 9, 1901, Diaz stated

that he also believed that church and state must be separated

and that the church building had never been used to spread any

political creed. He was, however, sending his resignation as

missionary of the Board by November, thus giving the Board plenty

of time to replace him. Diaz further stated:

The reason for this act is that I have observed my
brethren of the South pay more attention to the argu­
ments of my enemies than to me, showing, they have
no confidence in me. I can stand and I do the best
I can in fighting the enemy when is before me, and
that is what I like, to fight in open battle, then I
feel good and fortunately I have not been whip [sic]
yet, and of course—I will not, as I fight for principles
and righteousness. But I must confess to you, I feel
mean, depressed and discouraged all together [sic]
when I see my own dear brethren taking my enemies
[sic] side against me.3°

On the following day Diaz wrote Tichenor that he had begun

to move his things. He planned to open an office as a doctor of

medicine as he was ending his enployment as missionary November 1,

1901. Diaz, however, planned to continue as pastor of the Gethsemane

Church and asked Tichenor if the church could continue to use the

Jan£ building for worship. If not, Diaz planned to get a tent for

his church.Shortly, Diaz sent his resignation to Tichenor.

Tichenor had felt this would hurt the Board's work in Havana and
therefore urged Diaz to withdraw his resignation, which he did.^

^^Dlaz to Committee on Cuba, May 9, 1901 (original corres­
pondence in filof Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

^9pfaz to Tichenor, May 10, 1901 (original correspondence
in files of..Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

^^Minutes, June 7, 1901.
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Later Tichenor wrote Diaz of his surprise to learn that Eli7,art

was still preaching for him, and that Diaz had disregarded the

request made by Tichenor and was destroying the fellowship of the

churches in Cuba. Tichenor pointed out to Diaz that if one church

received the excluded members of another church in the island the

whole fellowship of the churches would be destroyed and grave con­

sequences might result. Tichenor felt the Board could not over­

look this matter.

At its June 22 meeting the Home Mission Board disagreed

with Tichenor’s action asking Diaz to refute his resignation.

It passed a resolution stating that it felt it would be best for

the work of the Board in Cuba and best for Diaz that his relations

with the Board be severed. The resolution also stated that Diaz
was to be informed that his resignation was desired.^ Tichenor

then wrote Diaz that he had made a mistake in the advice he had
I n

given, and thus Diaz sent Tichenor his resignation. This resig­

nation, dated August 2, 1901, was to take effect after November 30,

1901.^ At its September meeting the Home Mission Board passed

the following resolution accepting the resignation of Diaz:

VJHEREAS, Our Brother, Rev. A. J. Diaz, of Havana,
Cuba, who has been working in connection with this
Board for the advancement of the Baptist cause and

^Tichenor to Diaz, June 7, 1901 (correspondence in files
of Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

^Minutes, June 2£, 1901.

^Statement on Cuba, 8.

^Copy of resignation, August 2, 1901, in files of Home
Mission Board, Atlanta.
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the spreading of the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
in the Island of Cuba, has tendered his resignation
as superintendent and missionary in the provinces of
Havana and Pinar del Rio, to take effect" on November 30,
1901, and

WHEREAS, we appreciated the labors of our Brother,
and the trials which he has met and undergone on account
of his adherence to the Baptist faith in days when it
took a brave spirit to stand up for our cause in Cuba,
and

WHEREAS, we believe in the Providence of God that
it is best to accept his resignation, giving to him
our assurance of brotherly regard and praying that he
may prosper in all of his undertakings.

RESOLVED, that his resignation shall be, and, it
is accepted, to take effect at the time stated.4'’

After his resignation Diaz must have had some second

thoughts for he wrote the Board August 17, 1901, that he gave the

date of his resignation as the close of November because he thought

by that time they might find somebody for the placej however if

they did not, Diaz would be willing to continue his position until

they did.^6 Diaz wrote Porter King August 22 that he would con­

tinue as pastor of the Baptist church in Havana. He asked if he

would be able to continue using the Jan6 building for these church

services and for his preaching. He also wanted to know if the

Board would continue to help the teachers and missionaries and

pay the house rent for the missions and schools in his "Havana

organization.” Diaz asked that the policy on all these matters

be stated by the Board previous to November.The Cuban Committee 

^Minutes, September 9, 1901.

^Dlaz to M. M. Welch, August 17, 1901 (original corres­
pondence in.files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

k^Diaz to King, August 22, 1901 (original correspondence
in files of .Home Mission Board, Atlanta).
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felt it best to let Daniel work these things out as he was return­

ing to Cuba in September, but declined to notify Diaz of this

decision at the time, for it might have a tendency to set Diaz

against Daniel.

Diaz wrote to Porter King September 28, stating that he

did not have any prejudices against the Board, as he felt an earlier

letter of King had suggested. He had only wanted to know what the

Board planned to do in the future. Diaz stated that the reason he

had resigned was because several Baptist papers had been sent to

him which were critical of him and the mission in Havana. As the

Board had said nothing to Diaz, he felt the Board was standing

between himself and the Baptists in the United States. He had

given his resignation to leave the Board free to do what it desired.

Diaz stated that Daniel had told him that certain members of the

Board wanted Daniel to take the pastorate of the Baptist church in

Havana. Diaz's reaction to this was: "• • .if you put here

before any congregation an American minister to-day, no matter

who will be Henry Ward Beecher or D. W. [T. DeWitt] Talmage, they

will not succeed as this political movement has creat [sic] pro­
to

found division between Americans and Cubans•n1’7

King replied to Diaz's letter on October 10. He agreed

that there should be no antagonism or bad feeling between the

Board and Diaz as it would hurt the work of both. Some differences

^Minutes, September 9, 1901

^.Diaz to King, September 28, 1901, in Statement on Cuba
8-9
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with Diaz had arisen in the past, King pointed out, and it was

felt best, to avoid all differences in the future, to accept Diaz’s

resignation. This action was not designed to cause any antagonism

toward any work that Diaz might take up; however, the Board did

plan to continue its work in Havana and the use of the Jand build­

ing by those associated with its work and with its approval. As

Diaz’s relations with the Board would be terminated at the end of

January it would be impossible for the work to be carried on jointly

by Diaz and the Board. As part of the reason for this decision

King stated: ’’Really, Brother Diaz, we are of the impression that

politics and political meetings have too much prevailed in the

work at Havana, and we intend that political meetings shall not

hereafter be held at the Jan^ Building.’’^®

King also pointed out that the Board had never thought

of placing Daniel as pastor cf the Gethsemane congregation which

Diaz called his church. Moreover, King felt that Daniel had done

everything possible to maintain pleasant relations between Diaz

and the Board as well as being a good friend of Diaz and his con­

gregation with the Board. As for Daniel's position in Cuba,

King declared that the Board planned to keep an American repre­

sentative in Cuba, who was to be the mediator between the Board

and all Cuban workers. They were to consult him before taking any

important step, and the Board would advise with him before making

any new departure, appointing any new missionaries, severing ties

with the old ones, opening new fields of work, and generally about

^King to Dtaz, October 10, 1901, in Statement on Cuba, 10-11
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the planning and carrying on of its work. This representative

was to be in no sense a dictator, but simply a helper. This was

the policy the Board had adopted for the future and the Board

hoped the Cubans would approve of it. Nevertheless, the Board

would adhere to this policy, for it could not continue to spend

the money of the Southern Baptist Convention in supporting a work

with which the Board could not cane in contact in the manner indi­

cated above. The Board would be glad to talk further with Diaz

about the situation at any time, and would be glad for Diaz to

consult with Daniel.^

Two people close to the Cuban mission died in the summer

and fall of 1901. In June Dr. F. H# Kerfoot, Corresponding Secre­

tary of the Home Mission Board, died. He had visited Cuba in

January of 1900 and preached at the Havana church. The Havana

Post carried on its front page the news of his death, pointing
tjoout that many in Cuba grieved. Dr. F. C. McConnell was made

53Corresponding Secretary of the Board. Porter King, for a number

of years Chairman of the Committee on Cuba, died on October 21j,
1901.^^ Judge George Hillyer succeeded him as Chairman of the

Committee on Cuba.-’-’ Hillyer had been Mayor of Atlanta and was
a former member of the Georgia Supreme Court.-^

^Ibid.

-^Havana Post, June 25, 1901, 1.

53̂Statement on Cuba, 9.

'’^Minutes, October 26, 1901.

-’-’Minutes, November 5, 1901.

^Havana Post, January 29, 1902, 1.
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On September 28, 1901, a front page story in the Havana Post

noted that C. D. Daniel had returned to Cuba to stay permanently

as a missionary of the Southern Baptist Convention. The paper

praised the work Daniel had done the previous winter and predicted

he would continue to be effective because of his command of the

Spanish language. He was to begin preaching immediately on Sunday

mornings in English services at the Baptist church."’? The Post

reported in December that Mrs. Daniel and her two sons had arrived,
^8reuniting the missionary’s family.

Another missionary, Rev. E. V. Carbonell, was appointed

in November, 1901. He had been working among the Cabans at Tampa

and Key West and was to report to Daniel in Havana for assignment

to a Cuban field.

Rev. H. R. Moseley, Superintendent of Missions for the

American Baptists in eastern Cuba, went to Havana in company with

the Superintendent of Missions of the Methodist Church in October,

1901. Moseley called a conference of different denominations to

which he submitted two propositions:

(1) that it should be agreed that no Protestant denomina­
tion should enter any town in the Island of Cuba having
less than 6000 population, where a mission of any other
denomination was already established. (2) That members
should not be received into the Baptist Church from
other churches without, first conferring with the Super­
intendent or Pastor of the other churches

"^Havana Post, September 28, 1901, 1.

^Havana Post, December 11, 1901, 1.

■^Minutes, November 5, 1901.

6oIbid.
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Daniel was unable to agree to either of these propositions and

felt he was placed at a disadvantage with the representatives of

the other denominations because of this movement. The Home Mission

Board believed that the way Moseley conducted the matter violated

the agreement existing between the Home Mission Society and the

Home Mission Board in reference to work in Cuba. Therefore the

Committee on Cuba thought an explanation should be asked from the

Home Mission Society. The Board asked its President, W. W. Landrum,

to consult with Bishop Candler of the Methodist Church about the

question of receiving members into the Baptist churches from the

Methodist church in Cub a. 61

Another matter of inter-denominational interest was the

granting to Protestants of the right to hold jail services. In

November the Havana Post reported the Cuban Secretary of State's

order allowing Protestant as well as Catholic ministers to enter

the jails to hold services. Previously only one Protestant minister

had been allowed this privilege, a Rev. Paine, Quaker missionary

to Cuba, who had obtained special permission from General Leonard

Wood. This was considered a "great victory" for the Protestant

ministers.

61Ibid.

^Havana Post, November 1$, 1901, 1.



CHAPTER VI

DISPUTE OVER HAVANA PROPERTY, 1901-1902

The Home Mission Board learned in the latter part of 1901

that Diaz after his resignation had made an inflammatory speech

before his congregation inciting them to set up a claim to the

Jan£ property.^ The Board had already written Daniel a letter

authorizing him in behalf of the Board to take possession of the

Jan4 church property on December 1, 1901, and to offer to the

Gethsemane Church the right to use the building for worship ser­

vices until January 1, 1902, if it was resolved to continue Diaz
2

as pastor. When the Board heard of this claim it immediately

at its December meeting set up a committee to visit Cuba, look

into the situation, and take any necessary action. This committee

was composed of Dr. F. C. McConnell, the new Corresponding Secre­

tary of the Board, Dr. W. W. Landrum, President of the Board, and

George Hillyer, Chairman of the Committee on Cuba."

On December lh, Hillyer and M. M. Welch, recording secre­

tary of the Board, wrote Daniel a letter to serve as a fomal

Iflome Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention,
Stat erne nt on the Situation in Cuba (Atlanta, 1903), 9. Hereinafter
cited asStatement on Cuba.

Minutes, November 5, 1901, Home Mission Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention, Atlanta (MS in files of the Board).
Hereinafter cited as Minutes, followed by the date.

^Minutes, December 3, 1901; Statement on Cuba, 9.
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statement or evidence of his authority in Cuba. The letter stated

that Daniel had been chosen and duly appointed as general agent

and representative for the work of the Board in Cuba with authority

to "advise and confer with the different missions and missionaries

and managers of schools, and with general authority to represent

and promote the policy of the Board in all the work it is support­

ing, and in connection with the management, use and protection of

any and all its property in the Island.” It further stated that

Daniel was to have the same power and authority formerly exercised
by A. J. Diaz.^

Hillyer and McConnell wrote to the Havana church on

December 20 and included copies of letters written earlier by

Porter King and Daniel. Porter King’s letter to Dfaz of October 10

1901, referred to above,reiterated the Board's plan to work

through an American representative, stating that it would be neces­

sary for any group receiving money from the Board to work with

this representative, and the Board would let those associated with
it use the Jan6 building.^ The copy of Daniel's earlier letter

to Diaz and the church more clearly defined the Board's position.

If the Havana church would call a pastor who was in harmony with

the other churches supported ty the Board in Cuba the Home Mission

Board would continue assisting it. If the church desired to be­

come independent of the Board it could use the Jan£ building until

^Hillyer and Welch to Daniel, December Hi, 1901, in
Statement on Cuba, 9-10.

-’Above, 122-123.

^Statement on Cuba, 10-11.
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January 1, 1902. The Board did not wish to coerce the church,

feeling that all Baptist churches were absolutely free and inde­

pendent. Whatever the Gethsemane Church decided, the Home Mission

Board planned to continue its work in Havana. The Board desired

that this, the first Baptist church of Cuba, would be a ’’bright

shining light, an example to all the other Baptist Churches” in
7

Havana and all of Cuba.'

Besides enclosing these two earlier letters about the

Board’s policy, Hillyer and McConnell expressed further their

feelings toward the relations between the Board and the Baptists

in Havana. They pointed out concerning the political situation

that the members of the Board were aware that the United States,

prior to the war with Spain, declared its policy against attempt­

ing to annex the Island of Cuba or coerce the people in ary way.

The Board members as individuals felt the faith of the .American

people thus pledged should be kept and observed; nevertheless,

they explained that it was contrary to the Baptist, or Christian,

faith, for the Board to interfere in any way with politics, or

political matters. Hillyer and McConnell pointed out that if they

did anything as individuals it would doubtless be in favor of Cuban

independence as their sympathies were that way, but church and

state matters must be kept separate and thus the Board had not

taken any steps in political matters. The Board had not and

would not countenance any deed that would militate against Cuban

independence with the broadest civil and religious liberty for

7
Daniel to Diaz and the members of the Havana Baptist Church,

n.d., in Statement on Cuba, 11.
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her people. They felt this was the “natural thought and aspiration

of every true Baptist." The Board expressed these feelings because

they feared the Cuban Baptists had some erroneous ideas about the

Board’s position that might interfere with the efficiency and sue-
o

cess of the mission work in Cuba.0

The Board, through Hillyer and McConnell, further wrote

explaining their relation to mission churches. According to long

established Baptist usage in the United States when an infant or

mission church had been sufficiently aided by the Board, and had

acquired by growth in membership sufficient strength to be self-

supporting, it became independent, taking care of itself, and even

contributing to and helping other churches. This had been the

history of thousands of Baptist churches in the United States,

many of which had helped the Heme Mission Board support the work

in Cuba. As it had been represented to the Board that the member­

ship of the Gethsemane Baptist Church in Havana had reached nearly

three thousand, the time had arrived when the church should be

self-supporting according to the practice of Baptist churches.

However, the Board pointed out that if they or the Cubans had

been misled or were mistaken about the matter they would be glad

to hear the Cuban church's views, and if the Cuban church needed

help would attempt to help it according to its need and the ability

of the Board to do so. The Board expressed a desire that the

Havana Baptist Church would continue to grow in strength and use­

fulness. The Board also assured the Cuban church that they, like

^Hillyer and McConnell to Diaz and the Havana Baptist
Church, December 20, 1901, in Statement on Cuba, 12.
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all Baptist churches, were free and independent of all earthly-

power with only Christ as head of the church according to the

Scripture. Yet the Board desired to work closely with the Cuban

church and have its cooperation in all its work. If the Havana

church continued in good fellowship with the Board and if the church

desired, the Board would confer with them about the tenporary use

of the assembly hall in the Jane building for church meetings or

public worship. This would only be on the condition, however,

that the church and its pastor were in harmony and cooperation

with the Board, its missionaries, other Baptist churches in Cuba,

and the Board’s representative C. D. Daniel. Any arrangement for

the continued use of the property would also have to be for a

limited time and subject to be discontinued whenever the Board
9

desired or the Board’s work in Cuba demanded it.

The Board again reminded the Havana church that Daniel

was their agent in Cuba and he had their complete confidence and

that of the Baptists in the United States. He was also looked

upon with confidence and esteem by the other missionaries in Cuba

and the Board hoped the Havana church would give him complete coopera­

tion in his work. As Diaz voluntarily resigned as agent and mis­

sionary, his salary ended December 1. The Board paid only its

missionaries. If the Havana church had Diaz or saneone else as

pastor the burden would be on them to pay the salary unless some

new arrangement or agreement was made between the Board and the

Havana church. The letter continued, expressing the Board’s

9Ibid., 12-13. 
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appreciation of the work of Diaz and its hope that he might con­

tinue to do a good work and always ba in harmony with the Board’s
, • o -u 10work m Cuba.

On January 5, 1902, Tichenor forwarded to Hillyer copies

of letters he had received from Diaz, one dated December 10, and

the other December 27, 1901.^ In Diaz's letter of the tenth he

said that as pastor of the Gethsemane Church he felt entitled

to a salary of $125 per month. Diaz pointed out that his church

was numerous but poor, especially since the devastating war, and

was unable to support its pastor. He asked if the Board could

support the pastor for another year. Diaz asserted that Daniel

had shown the spirit of a dictator by saying that the Havana

church must find a pastor in harmony with the other Baptist

churches or not use the Board's building any more. Tichenor

had been unable to reply to these letters because he was very

ill. Therefore, Hillyer, with the Board's approval, answered

Diaz's letters on January 6, 1902. He pointed out to Diaz that

under terms of his resignation and previous letters that the Board

had written they would not pay any salary to Diaz as missionary

or pastor of the Gethsemane Church or ary other position. Hillyer

also reminded Diaz that the Homa Mission Board held the Jan£

property and the Buenos Aires property for missionary purposes

and was accountable for their use solely to the Southern Baptist

10Ibid., 13.

^Hillyer to Diaz, January 6, 1902, in Statement on Cuba, 13.

■^Diaz to Tichenor, December 10, 1901. (correspondence in
files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta).
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Convention. The Board could not recognize any right or claim to

the premises outside this duty to the Southern Baptist Convention.

The members of the Board, including Dr. Tichenor, unanimously held

this view. Hillyer further stated: nI trust you have not expressed

any view, and will not do so, that is contrary to this, as the

Board greatly desires to have your sympathy in its Cuban work.”

Hillyer nentioned that soon a committee would go to Cuba.^

At its January meeting the Board decided to write Daniel

that it was not its policy at the present to take any steps toward

organizing another church in Havana. Instead, the Board planned

to make every effort to maintain cooperation with the existing church.

On January lh, 1902, the Havana Post published part of a

sermon by Dfaz on the Holy Spirit. Diaz had preached this sermon

the previous Sunday, January 12, at the Jan6 building. It is an

interesting picture of this Cuban Baptist who was becoming so

controversial:

The general theory is that the Holy Spirit is the
third person of the trinity. Many will tell you that
the Spirit appeared in the form of a dove when our
Saviour was immersed, but does this explanation satisfy
your minds? Do not many of our Cuban people believe
that the Holy Ghost appeared in the Apostolic times
but that he is no longer present. Allow me to say that
he is the same yesterday, todey aid forever. Today we
may all feel the presence of the Holy Ghost as I do
now. The Holy Ghost is the Spirit of God, the Spirit
of Jesus. You cannot see him but you can be filled with
him. Without ary doubt any Christian can tell when the
Holy Ghost possesses his heart. Look at the electric
cars. They are truly wonderful. They have no pulleys,
no cables, nothing but a pole on top of the car. So

13Hillyer to Diaz, January 6, 1902, in Minutes, January 7,
1902.

^Minutes, January 7, 1902.
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long as the pole connects with the wires the car goes.
When the connection ceases they stop. What is the agent
producing the motion? Electricity. You cannot deny it,
though you cannot see it. It is the same with the Holy
Ghost. You cannot see it, but you certainly can feel it.
Many people intend to do right and are correct in all
their acts. If your heart is filled with the Holy Spirit
every little thing you do will be acceptable to God and
Christian people. Many of you were baptized in immer­
sion. Bless the Lord for that. You have been obedient
to the Lord Jesus Christ. We all know that we are not
saved by the act of baptism, but this baptism means
that we have received the Holy Ghost and when once the
Lord Jesus has taken possession of our hearts we can­
not be satisfied without obeying all his commandement.
If we are doing otherwise we are disobedient and the
Holy Ghost is not in us, so we must be very particular
and not deceive ourselves. We have the power of the
Holy Spirit promised us and the only thing we need to
do is to accept Christ and live his life. With your
kind permission I call attention to an experiment in
physics I witnessed in New York. There was a gas
burner at one end of the room. The floor was covered
with Brussels carpet. The friends who invited me did
not explain the wonderful power of the young lady of
twenty years who performed the experiment. She ran
a little, and slid on the carpet about the space of two
yards, and touched with the tip of her finger the gas
burner and immediately the gas ignited. I looked at
the burner, the finger of the young lady, and felt of
the carpet. Then I understood that I was in the presence
of a physical force. Then I told the young lady (of
a physidal force) to touch me. She did, but I felt
no shock. I got a piece of glass and stood upon it
and wet my hand and held the gas pipe. She again per­
formed the experiment and I felt the shock. The reason
I did not feel it before was that I did not have the
proper foundation or the proper connection with the
other pole. Thus is it with the Holy Spirit. It may be
around us and we never feel it. But if you have the
good foundation in Jesus Christ then you will receive
the power of the Holy Spirit. I can tell you brethren
right now who has the Holy Spirit. If any of you con­
fess now that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
the Holy Spirit abides in you.1-3

The committee from the Home Mission Board, composed of

Landrum, McConnell and his wife, Hillyer and his wife, and a Miss

Jennings from Virginia, arrived in Cuba on January 18. McConnell

^Havana Post, January lb, 1902, h.
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and Landrum, who was pastor of the First Baptist Church in Atlanta,

both spoke at church services in the Jan6 building.^ During part

of the visit of the committee Dr. and Mrs. McConnell and Miss

Jennings accompanied by Daniel toured the Baptist mission work

at other points in western Cuba. Dr. Landrum and Judge Hi 1 lysr

remained in Havana to try to vork out with Diaz and his church
17the problems concerning the property. The committee of the

Board stayed in Cuba until Januaiy 29. They were given a recep­

tion the night before their departure by Mrs. Edward Belot, the
1RMisses Joerg, Rev. and Mrs. Daniel, and other Baptists.0

The committee found all the Baptist work outside Havana
19prospering. In Matanzas things were going well. Cova was con­

tinuing his work as missionary while his daughter Miss Pura Cova

was serving as teacher in the school. The church was meeting

in a rented house in a good location but a new house was needed

which would cost eight thousand dollars. The committee recom­

mended that work be opened at Cardenas, another large city in
20Matanzas Province.

In Santa Clara Province the work was also progressing.

0’Halloran was the missionary at Cienfuegos, with his wife serv­

ing as teacher in the Baptist school there. The law in that

province required that the school quarters be separate from a

^Havana Post, January 19, 1902, 1.

•^Havana Post, January 22, 1902, 8.

^Havana Post, January 29, 1902, 1.

C. McConnell, "The Diaz Affair Amicably Adjusted,"
Christian Index, LXXXII (February 27, 1902), h.

^^Minutes, February 11, 1902
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dwelling*  Therefore, a separate building would have to be obtained

for the school. At Sagua la Grande the committee was much impressed 

with Dr. Rodrfguez and his work. His daughter and another lady

were serving as teachers in the Baptist school there. A good house

well located was rented for the church. It was thought wise to

buy this house as it could be purchased for fifteen hundred dollars

and five hundred dollars could be raised on the field. A Negro

missionary was needed at this station. Cabrera and a native teacher

were in charge of the work in the city of Santa Clara. The rented

house was in a bad location and, like the one at Cienfuegos, was

having legal difficulty about the school being in the same build­

ing. The Board instructed Daniel to make new arrangements here at

once in accordance with the laws. The committee was interested in

beginning work at Ranchuelo and Trinidad, also in Santa Clara
21Province.

At Pinar del Rio in the province of the same name Cardenas

was working as missionary with his wife and two other teachers

doing the school work. The rented house occupied here was well

located but in bad repair. The committee felt a new house was

needed here which would cost five thousand dollars. The lot

could be procured and five hundred dollars toward the building
22could be raised on the field. * McConnell wrote in an appeal

to the Baptists of the south for money for these church buildings;

^Minutes, February 11, 1902.

22Ibid.
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”0 that some of God’s children could send us thirty thousand dollars
23

right now for this purpose 1” The committee was very pleased with

the job Daniel was doing. Outside the Diaz problem, Daniel had the
pi.

complete confidence of all the missionaries in Cuba.

In attempting to work out the problem with Diaz and his

church the committee visiting Cuba first met with the Cuban church

in open session. Judge Hillyer, speaking for the committee, traced

the history of the purchase of the Jan£ building by the Board with

contributions made for that purpose in the United States. The

deeds were in possession of the Board and on record in Havana.

No one in the church disputed any of this. Hillyer also expressed

the good wishes of the Board for the Gethsemane Baptist Church

and a hope that it would accomplish much good in the future and

that it would begin to be self-supporting, though agreeing to

help them if needed as much as the Board could. Hillyer then

asked the church to appoint a committee to meet with the Board’s

committee to talk about these subjects. The Cuban church had

already appointed a committee of five with Diaz as chairman which

agreed to meet with the Board’s representatives the following dgy.

lifter talking over the question of the possession of the Jane

building the church committee agreed to acknowledge the owner­

ship of the Board to the church property and drew up a document

^McConnell, Statement in Christian Index, LXXXII (February 13.
1902), h.

^Slinutes, February 11, 1902.
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to this effect. In this resolution the church’s committee

declared that the title of the Jang property was "fully and uncon­

ditionally vested in the said Home Mission Board of the Southern

Baptist Convention.** The Gethsemane Church had only used this

property under consent of the Board and made no claim to the property.

Also in the resolution the Gethsemane Church made application to
pZ

the Board for the right to use the auditorium of this property.

This report was signed by all the members of the Cuban

church committee including Diaz. It was then submitted to the

next regular meeting of the Gethsemane Church and unanimously
27adopted. Following this vote one of the members introduced a

resolution that the action of the church be properly authenticated.

This resolution provided that the previous report be acknowledged

by Diaz as pastor and Valdes as church clerk as the act and deed

of the Gethsemane Baptist Church and that it be recorded before a
28notary public. The church likewise unanimously adopted this resolu­

tion. Therefore the action of the Gethsemane Church was acknowledged

before a notary public and became a legal record. Diaz had made a

similar declaration before a notary public in I898. The committee

visiting in Cuba felt as a result of these actions ary possible

^Committee report on trip to Cuba, Minutes, February 11,
1902.

Copy of Resolution of Gethsemane Baptist Church in Minutes,
February 11, 1902.

^Committee report on trip to Cuba, Minutes, February 11,
1902.

Copy of second Resolution of Gethsemane Baptist Church
in Minutes, February 11, 1902.
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question of the Board’s title to the property was forever ended*

They believed that the Gethsemane Church had been misled in the

matter and if this had continued litigation would have followed*

Though probably ending in the Board’s favor, it would have been

costly and hurt the work in Cuba. The committee was heppy that

this involvement seemingly had been averted.^

While in Havana Hillyer and Landrum had a long serious

conference with Diaz. To them Diaz declared his purpose to con­

fine himself from then on to preaching the gospel. He also ex­

pressed a desire to work in canplete harmony with the Board*̂^

On the day the committee left Cuba the Gethsemane Church

presented them an application for the Board to renew aid to the

church. In this application the Gethsemane Church expressed its

gratitude for the fostering care the Board had given in the past

and the church's ’’unwavering loyalty to Baptist principles" and

its desire to cooperate with the Board in the future. They then

asked for permission to use the Jan6 building as a house of worship

Furthermore they asked that the Board aid them in the support of

their pastor. They stated that though Diaz had baptized three

thousand candidates in the years he had served them, the church

did not then have that many members. Changes had taken place

by death, removal, and exclusion. It was not likely that they

could get together more than six hundred actual communicants.

^Committee report on trip to Cuba, Minutes, February 11,
1902.

3°Ibid.
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About three hundred were expected to worship regularly in the Jan6

building, and the others at one of the several mission stations.

The great majority of the members were poor. However, they were

taking up a regular collection and teaching that every Christian

should give for the support of the gospel ministry. They hoped to

improve in their giving and to become a self-supporting church,

meeting all their own expenses without assistance from the Board.

However, the church did not feel they could reach that end soon.^1

After returning home, the committee recommended to the

Board that it not employ Diaz at the time as he was out of harmony

with the other missionaries and Baptist churches in Cuba. There

were other reasons which the committee did not list at the time,

but this seemed most important. The committee felt Diaz was try­

ing to restore fellowship with the other missionaries and work

out other problems. They thought it would be best to wait and see

if he did. However, the committee did recommend that the Gethsemane

Church be allowed to worship in the Jan£ building at least for a

limited time. Both of these recommendations were approved by the

Board.32

While in Cuba the committee had also visited the Buenos

Aires property whose title was not in dispute. Extensive repairs

were needed to make it useful. They did not have any recommendation
33as to the permanent disposition of the Buenos Aires property.

31copy of application for aid, Gethsemane Baptist Church to
Home Mission Board, Minutes, February 11, 1902.

^Committee report on trip to Cuba, Minutes, February 11,
1902.

33lbid.



There were several other reasons for not rehiring Diaz

that were not presented formally in the committee's report. The

committee learned while in Havana that some time in 1899 after

the administration of the cemetery had been placed by the Board

in the charge of the Gethsemane Church, the Church had passed a

resolution acknowledging a debt of the church to Diaz personally.

This was based on an alleged claim to services as administrator

of the cemetery running back several years at the rate of one

hundred dollars a month and bearing interest at the rate of ten

per cent annually. This claim would amount to possibly twenty

thousand dollars with both principal and interest. The Board

understood that during all the time when Diaz had been managing

the cemetery for the Board, he was acting as superintendent

of the Board's work in Cuba, including the cemetery. The income

of the cemetery reported by him sometimes amounted to five thou­

sand dollars or more annually out of which should have been paid

all the expenses of the cemetery, which expenses he was to have

reported. The Board held that the very large and liberal salary

paid to Diaz from its treasury, amounting to more than was paid

to any other missionary in the employ of the Board, covered all

his work and services including the cemetery. There were no suf­

ficient grounds for this claim, the Board felt, and it strongly

disapproved of the claim as a burden not justly borne by the

church. The Board was at a loss to know how Diaz's church could
q I .

have admitted such a claim.

•^Statement on Cuba, 19•
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While in Havana the committee had questioned Diaz about

this matter. He admitted that under his claim he could bring suit

and if he won have the cemetery sold, although he said he would

not do that. The Board was also dissatisfied with the management

of the cemetery and the failure of the church to make reports on

it as stipulated in the terms under which the cemetery was turned

over to the church in 1899*  Until this debt matter had been worked

out satisfactorily and a proper account of the management of the

cemetery while under the charge of Diaz or the church had been given,

the Board would not employ Diaz.

Although the committee had mentioned in its initial report

Diaz’s being out of fellowship with the other missionaries, the

details were made known later. While the committee was in Cuba

an effort was made to organize a Baptist Association, but the

other churches of the island would not join in or affiliate with

the movement if Diaz was connected with it. The Board could not

overlook the unanimity with which the brethren in Cuba differed

with or condemned Diaz in the matters of complaint existing between

them. All the other churches within the scope of the Board's work

in Cuba were in harmony with the Board, and with the Southern

Baptist Convention, and the work in their fields was more pros-

perous, satisfactory, and promising than it had ever been.

Another obstacle to the Board's re-employing Diaz was the

discovery that a pamphlet of sixty pages entitled "Baptist Missions

3^Ibid., 19-20.

36Ibid., 20.
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in Cuba, ” had been published in Philadelphia. This book listing

Diaz as its author gave a flowery account of Baptist mission work

in Cuba with almost the entire credit given to Diaz. No mention

was made of the support of the Southern Baptist Convention through

its Home Mission Board which provided the money for buying the

church property, and the financial support for salaries. The only

mention of the Home Mission Board was a quotation of the resolu­

tions passed by the Board asking the public to appeal to the United

States State Department to help secure Diaz's release from Spanish

authorities in 1896. No mention was made of Dr. Tichenor or other

members of the Board who spent much time in promoting the Cuban
37work and made many trips to Cuba for this reason. When the com­

mittee asked Diaz about this matter he explained that this pamphlet

on his life had errors because he wrote it in Spanish and J. S.
38Paine had it translated in Philadelphia.

The committee had also questioned Diaz about the reality

of his large roster of members, a nominal membership of two to

three thousand. Diaz replied in words similar to the resolution

from the church, that during his ministry of twenty years he had

baptized nearly three thousand members and that by deaths and

removals, many names could no longer be counted. Diaz stated that

the membership at the time was not over six to eight hundred.

Approximately four hundred were in the habit of worshipping in

3?Ibid.

^Minutes of conference between Landrum, Hillyer, and Diaz,
Jan£ building, Havana, January 20-26, 1902, in files of Home Mission
Board, Atlanta.
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the church meetings. The remainder worshipped at other missions

in the city. Diaz protested that all the members were very uoor,

contributions usually being around one dollar at the weekly meet­

ings and two dollars on Sundays.The committee found that in

December of 1901 the Gethsemane Church only gave §9.21 above the

thirty-three dollars given for their choir by the Boston business­

man, Mr. Paine. In the preceding year the church had never taken

up offerings of more than §27.62 in a month. Diaz stated that in

Catholic countries church expenses were usually paid out of income
_ , , . hOfrom church property.

Another problem arising was the use of Diaz’s time while

a missionary of the Board. He devoted much of his time to a poli­

tical canvass placing a person in his pulpit unacceptable to the

Board.Diaz admitted stumping for General Bartolom^ Mas6, giving

his reason as Mas6's premise that not one cent would be used in

supporting any religion.4 Mas<5 was defeated by Estrada Palma in

the Cuban presidential election December 31, 1901. Mas<5 was an

outspoken critic of the already adopted Platt Amendment.The

Board did not object to Diaz's political opinions, but to the use

3?lbid.

^Papers of Home Mission Board in files, Atlanta.

^F. C. McConnell, "The Diaz Affair .Amicably Adjusted,"
Christian Index, LXXXII (February 27, 1902), li.

^2Dlaz to Tichenor, March 3, 1902 (original correspondence
in files of ..Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

^Charles E. Chapman, A History of the Cuban Republic:
A Study in Hispanic American Politics (New York, 1927), Ibh.



of his time while a missionary of the Board for the purpose of

partisan political canvassing J4^

With these factors in the background, the Board informed

Diaz of its action declining to pay him a salary for the present

time. Some of the members of the Board, including McConnell, how­

ever, still had hope for Diaz and wanted to save him, if possible,
for the work in Cuba.^ McConnell wrote Dfaz in February further

explaining why he was not reappointed at the time. There were

quite a few members of the Board who did not want to reappoint

Dfaz and the feeling was also strong throughout the convention.

McConnell felt it would take time and work to change this opinion;

however, he was going to undertake this task. For McConnell to

do this certain action was necessary on Diaz’s part. He must

serve as a "humble and faithful minister of the Gospel" and live

up to all the promises made to the committee while it was in Cuba.

McConnell had asked the other missionaries in Cuba to sign a peti­

tion in Diaz's behalf. Though they had refused, McConnell felt Diaz

could redeem himself with the other missionaries once he showed

them that he meant to give his life to preaching and pastoral duties.^

When McConnell received no reply to this letter, he wrote Diaz again

in April, reminding him that he was doing what he could to have him

reappointed as a missionary. However, Diaz's actions were hurting

^^McConnell, "The Diaz Affair Amicably Adjusted," Christian
Index, LXXXII (February 27, 1902), h. ------ "

^Statement on Cuba, 20.

^McConnell to Diaz, February lf>, 1902, in Statement on
Cuba, 21.
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this cause. Even though McConnell had heard reproachful things

concerning the management of the cemetery, he denied Diaz’s charge

that he wished that the Board take it over. Instead, he had suggested

a Board of Managers composed of members of the Gethsemane Church and

others in the city of Havana. McConnell felt the cemetery might

then be a source of income for defraying the expenses of the church.

After McConnell and the committee had left Cuba Diaz wrote

Cova, Cabrera, and O'Halloran. All three had told both Daniel and

McConnell that they had no confidence in Diaz and had refused to

enter into an association with him. In his letters Diaz attempted

to induce them to enter such an association.^ O'Halloran replied,

refusing to enter an organization with Diaz and listing a number

of instances of Diaz's injustice to him and criticism of him to
others.^ Cabrera did not even bother to answer Diaz's letters.

When it became evident to Diaz that the other Cuban missionaries

would not enter an association with him, and that the Home Mission

Board would not immediately rehire him, he changed his position.

Diaz replied to McConnell's two previous letters that he need not

spend any more time trying to get Diaz reappointed as he did not

wish to be. Instead, Diaz stated that he would try to be independent.

Diaz mentioned, however, that he planned to attend the Southern

^McConnell to Diaz, April lb, 1902, in Statement on Cuba, 21.

^Daniel, "Cuba," 12, 15; Diaz to O'Halloran, January 28,
1902, in Daniel, "Cuba," 12.

^O'Halloran to Diaz, n.d., in Daniel, "Cuba," 13-11;.

^Daniel, "Cuba," 15.



Ih7
Baptist Convention in May.-’1 Meanwhile Diaz sent out over the

territory of the Southern Baptist Convention circulars announcing
52an independent mission. To Tichenor he wrote of his plans to

come to the United States in April and remain until May or June

to raise three thousand dollars. He hoped the Board would give
53

him their moral support.

Diaz seemed especially bitter that Daniel had taken over

his job. He wrote Tichenor that the policy of the Board to send

American missionaries to Cuba was a bad one and that Tichenor’s

of not sending Americans unless necessary was much better. Diaz

gave four reasons he thought American missionaries should not be

used. First, they could not stand the climate. Second, they

required more salary and the native Cubans would be jealous unless

they received the same amount. Third, there was an idea in Cuba

that America wanted to swallow Cuba and they believed it would be

as the Catholics had done, beginning through religion. The fourth

reason Diaz gave was that in order to reach the Cubans the mis­

sionaries would have to know how they thought, the the .American

missionaries would never be able to discover this. Diaz felt

that Miss Taylor and Miss Branham, as well as Daniel, had not
5),

been effective. M

^Diaz to McConnell, April 17, 1902 (original correspondence
in files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

52Statement on Ctba, 21.

^Diaz to Tichenor, March 26, 1902 (original correspondence
in files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

^^Dfaz to Tichenor, April 9, 1902. (original correspondence
in files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta).
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While the committee was in Havana a new church of twenty

members was constituted, in the Jan6 building."'" Several Americans

and a few Cubans with membership in Baptist churches in the United

States decided to organize themselves into a church which was for­

mulated on January 24, 1902, with McConnell, Diaz, and Hillyer

serving as the council of recognition. The church later took
the name Calvary Baptist Church.^ Arrangements were made by

which the new church would worship and hold Sunday school and

other religious meetings in the Jan6 building, at hours not

conflicting with the worship of the Gethsemane Church. Daniel

was to supply this church in connection with his duties as Super-
57intendent of Missions in Cuba. The Havana Post reported the

picnic this church held in honor of its formation. Thirty-five

met at the Buenos Aires property on a Monday from one to eight

in the afternoon. The Post described it thus:

It was one of the good old fashioned kind. Incidental
to heaping full lunch baskets and accompanying amount
of mirth and wit at the lunch Mr. Bristow delivered
a very pretty toast to the future of the newly formed
church. Mr. Daniel, the pastor, replied with some
well chosen and appropriate remarks."0

Upon his return to Atlanta after serving as a member of

the Home Mission Board's committee visiting Cuba, Landrum made

some observations which caused quite a stir in Havana. On Sunday,

February 9, 1902, the Havana Post quoted an article that had

^Minutes, February 11, 1902.

^Daniel to Christian Index, n.d., in Christian Index,
LXXXII (November 20, 1902), 4. .........

^McConnell, "The Diaz Affair Amicably Adjusted," Christian
Index, LXXXII (February 27, 1902), 4.

^Havana Post, February 26, 1902, 1.
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appeared in the Atlant.a Constitution in which Landrum was quoted 

as saying:

God does not ask us to Americanize Cuba. Christ’s
last great commandment does not read, al 1 power is
given to me in heaven and earth. Go ye therefore
and Americanize all nations. The American flag is
not the Bible, and the American preacher who waves
the one as on an equality with the other is a super­
ficial sentimentalist, who grieves the Holy Spirit
and dishonors the Kingdom of Christ .... Thou­
sands of our citizens who go to Cuba have never
experienced the renewal of God’s grace and on that
account so far from helping the natives toward Christ
are a hindrance, a by-word and an offence. American
drunkenness, American gambling, American lewdness,
American greed, American profanity and ungodliness
are a discouragement to American missionaries. If
Americans have put a stop to Spanish bullfights on
Sunday they have initiated all the debaucheries
incident to American horseracing on Sunday. Alas
many of them have not only fallen victim to Spanish
and Cuban vices but have actually introduced immorali­
ties to which the islanders were strangers, and so I
repeat the statement that American civilization will
not cure the world's ills^ or heal the world's sor­
rows, or banish its sins.'°

The Post observed that Dr. Landrum's opinions had caused

considerable conment in Havana. There were many who would not 

agree with his statements. The Post pointeclout that those at

the head of the Cuba Jockey Club, which was the only horseracing

club in Cuba, were not Americans but were made up almost entirely

of Spaniards, Cubans, and Germans.Two days later the Post

reported that the Landrum interview had caused quite a sensation

with many Americans angry over it. So strong was the feeling

that a movement was started to hold an indignation meeting.

However, some advised against this step and persuaded the rest.

^Havana Post, February 9, 1902, 1.

60Ibid.
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One prominent American in Cuba who was noted for his good works

said of the interview with Landrum that he and all the rest of

the Americans in Havana felt they had been insulted by the remarks

of Dr. Landrum. He pointed out, however, that there were only

two ways to look at the matter. One was that while Landrum was

in Cuba he was in the company of someone who did not know what

he was talking about or he had been misquoted by the Atlanta

paper. The Post pointed out that most of the people who knew

Dr. Landrum were inclined to believe the idea that he was mis-
4 61quoted.

The Atlanta Constitution then carried the Post articles

of February 9 and 11, commenting that Landrum did not deny what

he had said the first time when he was shown the articles from

the Havana Post. When asked for a statement by the Constitution

Landrum said:

So the Havana Post thinks that I spoke of Americans
living in that city in a disparaging manner and that
some of them are indignant about it. All I have to
say is that my fellow countrymen whom I met while
there were most worthy people. They well illustrate
our Christianity and civilization, but—there are
others. At least I was told so. I was told that
some of them were not models of sobriety, others
were addicted to gambling, and that some Americans
in certain positions were even suspected of dis­
honesty and possibly on trial for malfeasance in
office. Indeed a newspaper said so, the Post
included. In other words, the point which i made
and believe, to be true that not only good Americans
are found in Havana, as they are in Atlanta, but
also some of another kind with which I am more or
less acquainted in this particular vicinity. My
argument was stated to be this; To Americanize
Cuba is not to Christianize Cuba, for America is
not itself wholly Christianized. America sends

^Havana Post, February 11, 1902, 1.
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both Bibles and beer, and gospel and gin, mi lli onairea
and stark speculators and land boomers, and adventurers
to Cuba. Civilization even of the American type is not
Christianity, and one bad American can do more against
religion than a hundred good ones can do for it in the
present conditions. 2

The first convention of all the Protestant workers in Cuba

met in Cienfuegos February 18-20, 1902. The convention, entirely

in Spanish, discussed ways of spreading the gospel as preached ty

the Protestants. Among those listed on the program were the

Baptists Cava and Cabrera, and representatives from the Women’s

Christian Temperance Union and the American Bible Society. Daniel

was placed on a committee to represent the interests of the evan­

gelical work before the authorities. At the meeting the voluntary

closing of towns of certain sizes where one denomination was work-

ing to other denominations was discussed. Later this group pro­

posed articles of comity for limiting territory and establishing

zones of activity for the various denominations as well as limit­

ing the number of denominations according to the size of the town.

The existing church in such towns was to admit members moving into

the town with no requirements other than that they belong to an

evangelical church. Believing each individual church to be inde­

pendent, the Baptists could not enter these agreements. The Baptists

announced that they would be guided by the principles of Christian

courtesy but that the world was the field and they could not accept
control of territory by an outside body.^

62Havana Post, February 22, 1902, 1.

^Havana Post, February 13, 1902, 1; November 1£, 1901, 1;
December 29, lyUlTTJ? February 28, 1902, h.

^McCall, A Baotist Generation in Cuba, 62-63.
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At its April meeting the Home Mission Board discussed the

Diaz situation. Although it was hoped that Diaz would renounce

the claim of the debt owed him by the Gethsemane Church and free

the church from that burden, thus removing one of the obstacles

to his re-employment, the Board had no information that he had done

this. New provocations had arisen during the last month. Diaz

had written letters to the press within the Southern Baptist Con­

vention territory criticizing the policy of the Board. In addition,

the Board was informed that the Gethsemane Church had recinded its

actions taken when the committee was in Cuba in January.^ The

church had on March 20, 1902, passed a resolution declaring its

January action about the property null and void. Four reasons

were listed for this action. First, the church members had no time

to study and discuss the question as it had not been announced for

three previous Sundays from the pulpit. Second, they assembled on

a day that was not the fixed one for church business, which was

only to be transacted on the third Thursday of the month. Third,

the majority of the people who made up the meeting were children

and visitors who had been invited to help welcome the committee

from Atlanta. And fourth, when the vote was taken mary of the

children and visitors voted also. The resolution also stated that

the church had no right to declare the Jan3 building belonged to

the Board without first learning the will of the donors of the

money. The church wanted to know if the money sent for buying the

building was given to the Home Mission Board so that the Gethsemane

^Minutes, April 23, 1902.
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Church would have a suitable place for worship. Declaring that it

had helped raise funds and invested in repairs, the church claimed 

a right to use the building as long as it was a Baptist church.

If the donors would give the Gethsemane Church the right to all

benefits of the building the church could use income from the

rent of certain parts of the building for the payment of their

pastor at a salary of twelve hundred dollars a year and two mis­

sionaries for Havana at the rate of six hundred dollars, as well

as supporting the mission schools in Havana.^ In addition to

the above resolution Diaz had written letters that when the com­

mittee was in Cuba he had been carried by the committee before a

Catholic notary having council with a Catholic lawyer.The

Committee on Cuba pointed out to the Board that there was no com­

pulsion; rather, the action of the Gethsemane Church and of Diaz

had been absolutely voluntary and had the appearance of good feel­

ing at the time. Diaz’s new course was regretted by the Committee

on Cuba as it removed him further from the Board and its work.

The possibility that Diaz would come into harmony with the Board
68or be re-employed by it was more remote than ever.

The 1902 meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention was

to be in Ashville, North Carolina, in May. When it became apparent

that because of illness Tichenor could not attend, Hillyer as

chairman of the Committee on Cuba wrote asking Tichenor for certain

^Resolution of Gethsemane Baptist Church, March 20, 1902,
signed by Pablo Valdes, Clerk, in Statement on Cuba, 25-26.

^Minutes, April 23, 1902; Diaz to Tichenor, March 3,
1902 (correspondence in files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta).

^^Minutes, April 23, 1902.
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information the committee might need at Ashville. Tichenor had

requested that the inquiries be written so that he might not over-
69look anything. z In answer to Hillyer's rather detailed questions,

Tichenor related the following information regarding the property­

in Cuba. The purchase of the Jan4 property originated with the

Southern Baptist Convention at its session held in Richmond,

Virginia, in 1888. It was purchased from Mr. Jan6, a prominent

citizen of Havana, by the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist

Convention, acting in compliance with the instructions of the

Convention. It was paid for by Tichenor exclusively from the

funds of the Home Mission Board. Neither the Gethsemane Church

nor any other party ever made any payment in part, or in whole,

on the purchase of the Jan6 property. Tichenor received from

the treasurer of the Home Mission Board the entire amount of the

purchase money, and carried it with him to Havana. There in the

presence of the Cuban attorney of the Board, and of Diaz, he paid

it to Mr. Jan3. Under contract with J and’ there were three separate
70payments, each one of which was made in the same manner.'

Neither Tichenor nor the Home Mission Board ever authorized

any mortgage on the Jane property, or any purchase of the Buenos

Aires property, and Tichenor had no authority to do either the

one or the other. Tichenor’s first knowledge of the mortgage on

the J and property made by Diaz as Attorney for the Board in 189h,

was obtained from Dr. Edward Belot, who, by act of the Board, had

Statement on Cuba, 22.

^Tichenor to Hillyer, April 25, 1902 (correspondence in
files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta).
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superseded Diaz as attorney for the Board after Diaz's banishment
71from the island. That information was derived by a letter received

from Belot in I896, shortly after he entered upon his duties as

attorney for the Board. Tichenor had always understood that the

amount of the mortgage was twelve thousand dollars. In a meeting

of the Board Diaz confessed that he had committed a wrong in plac­

ing this mortgage upon the property of the Board without its knowl­

edge or consent. Diaz had stated that the main reason for the mort­

gage was that he desired to establish a hospital on the Buenos Aires

property. He regarded the institution of a Baptist hospital in

Havana as very helpful to the Baptist cause. Diaz also believed

the Buenos Aires property was valuable and thought he would be

able to pay off the indebtedness in the course of a few years and
72present the properly to the Board with no debt.

When the time fell due to make the first payment on the

Jan 6 property, Tichenor found that under the peculiar laws of

Spain governing the title to real estate, he could not purchase

the Jan£ property for the Home Mission Board. The only way to

consumate the contract was for Tichenor to purchase the property

from Mr. Jan^ in his own name, and hold it in his own right, sub­

sequently transferring to the Heme Mission Board the right and

title thus acquired. Tichenor made this transference shortly after
73he returned to Atlanta.

71Above, 57-59*
?2Tichenor to Hillyer, April 25, 1902 (original correspondence

in files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta).
73ibid.
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The cemetery property had originated from two gifts. One

was made by Mr. J. S. Paine of Boston, amounting to two hundred

dollars, and the other made subsequently by a public collection at

the Alabama State Convention, amounting to about four hundred dol­

lars. The affairs of this cemetery were administered by Diaz,

and the profit arising from it was so great as to enable him to

increase the extent of the property, and make desirable improvements.

Late in 1398 Diaz suggested that the cemetery had become of little

pecuniary value because of the opening of other cemeteries to the

public. As there remained only about an acre of land within its

limits suited to burial purposes, and the people had been so im­

poverished by the war, he asked that the remaining ground be trans­

ferred to the Gethsemane Church for purposes of interment. The

church only held this by permission of the Home Mission Board.

During the time when Diaz was either attorney for the property

of the Board, or pastor of the Gethsemane Church, he was receiving

a stipulated amount for his services. He never made claim for

any additional compensation and every year made statements pur­

ported to be full and free of the amounts which he had derived from

these and other services

At the Southern Baptist Convention in Ashville in May,

1902, the Home Mission Board reported forty missionaries working

in Cuba at twenty churches and stations. During the past year

there had been 137 baptisms and twenty-five additions by letter

for 162 total additions. Expenditures in Cuba during the year

7^Ibid.
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had amounted to $16,1|16. The Board also gave a statement to

the convention about its relations with Diaz in Havana. The

reasons for the Board's loss of faith in Dfaz, discussed above,

were presented to the convention. The Board also pointed out

that though Diaz had used part of the mortgage money from the

Jane building to buy the Buenos Aires property at Havana, the

remainder of the money, about two thousand dollars, had never

been accounted for in detail, as far as the Board could learn.7^

Diaz was present at the Southern Baptist Convention at

Ashville. One of the delegates introduced a resolution request­

ing that Diaz appear and speak before the body. According to

the usual procedure, this resolution was referred to a committee,

who invited Diaz before them. The committee came together informally

then asked Diaz to withdraw for a moment until the organization

could be effected. Diaz did so and in a short time the committee

sent for him, but Diaz refused to come. When the committee reported
77these facts to the convention the matter was dropped.

Receiving news of the Home Mission Board's charges made

against Diaz at the convention, the Gethsemane Church published

its reply in the Havana Bost. The church's version was that when

7^"Fifty-Seventh Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1902, 152.

76Annual, 1902, 21.

77Statement on Cuba, 2lj-25»
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Tichenor visited Cuba in 189h he saw the convenience of buying a

hospital, building a house of worship, and providing a cemetery

at San Miguel, as well as repairing the Havana cemetery road. As

the Board had no money for these enterprises, Diaz was duly author­

ized to raise some money for the purpose. Therefore, twelve

thousand dollars was raised by a mortgage on the J and building.

The church also stated that Diaz had full power of attorney granted

him by the Board and authorized October 30, 1890, before a notary­

public. This entitled him to manage all real estate properties

for the Board, including the right to sell or mortgage property*

The church also declared that Diaz consulted Tichenor before he

borrowed the money.In a statement to the Post the finance com­

mittee of Diaz’s church reported that of the twelve thousand dollars

in mortgage money, $9,362 had been spent for the Buenos Aires house

to be used for a hospital, $1,500 for a cemetery and house of wor­

ship at San Miguel, and $1,138 was applied to the Havana cemeteiy,

thus accounting for the total of $12,000. The mortgage bore interest

at the rate of twelve per cent yearly and $2,880 was paid during

the two years before Diaz’s banishment from the island from revenues
79

from the church building and the cemetery.

The Home Mission Board noted in its records that in point

of law it would make no difference if Tichenor had known of the

mortgage. Neither Tichenor nor Diaz had authority to make such a

mortgage without consent of the Board. But when Diaz was questioned

^Havana Post, May 20, 1902, 1.

^Havana Post, May 2h, 1902, 1.
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about this mortgage in I896 by the Board, he had made no plea or
On

claim that Tichenor knew of it. u

Daniel spent the summer of 1902 in Texas.* 81 * 83 in the latter

part of June, Miss Branham wrote that the attendance of the Calvary

Church had declined. She inquired whether services should be con­

tinued during the summer. The Committee on Cuba wrote that ser­

vices definitely should be continued in the Jand building especially

as the Gethsemane Church had raised questions concerning the owner-
82ship of that property.

Miss Branham asked the Board’s advice concerning a request

made of her by Diaz. He had consulted her about teaching a few

hours in some of the schools in Havana supported by the Board but

which Diaz represented as a part of the work with which he was

connected as pastor of the Gethsemane Church. The Board advised

her not to have anything to do with Diaz and his work for the
on

present.

In June, 1902, a committee from the Gethsemane Baptist

Church wrote the Home Mission Board requesting that the rents from

the Jan£ building be turned over to them to support their inde­

pendent mission. Their members were very poor but the financial

committee of the church could pay the expense of all the work in

Havana with the rents of the flats which were a part of the 

^Statement on Cuba, 2h.

81Minutes, June 6, 1902.

8^Minutes, July 1, 1902.

83Ibid.
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church building. The church desired to collect these rents and

spend the money on their mission and on the repairs of the build­

ing without any intervention from the Board's Roman Catholic lawyer.

Diaz had been sent by the church to the Southern Baptist Convention

in Ashville to explain the matter, the letter continued, but the

Cubans were deeply hurt because he had not been received nordi ally,

as they had always accepted the Board members in Havana. The

Gethsemane Committee asserted that they had received letters from

every corner of the United States from people stating that they

had contributed their money for Dfaz and his church, not intending

the property for the Board. As long as the Board was paying all

disbursements for the work, the church did not object to it collect­

ing the rents, but as the Gethsemane Baptist Church was independent

it should be allowed to collect the rents to pay for its work. The

Cubans concluded that if the claims were made public and taken to

court it would hurt the Baptist work in Cuba but they had no choice

if the Board refused to turn the rent over to them. Finally, the

committee expressed the hope that the Board would recognize their
O1

right to manage their business through the use of these funds.

On July 16, the Home Mission Board replied to this letter

of the Gethsemane Church. For the time being the Gethsemane Church

could continue worshipping in the J and building but they were to

realize this was subject to the Board's title to the building and

by its consent. The Cuban church was to understand that the title

to the church building was in the Home Mission Board as trustees

^Committee of the Gethsemane Baptist Church to the Home
Mission Board, June 27, 1902, in Minutes, July 29, 1902.
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for the Southern Baptist Convention and the Board could not do any­

thing that would militate against that title. Neither could the

Board consent to the Cuban church or anyone else doing so. The

rent of the flats would continue to be collected and applied with

other funds of the Board to support the mission work in Cuba.®^

On the same dqy the Board also wrote its lawyer in Cuba,

Dr. Emilio Ferrer, informing him of the claim of the Gethsemane

Church and the Board's reply. The Board requested that Ferrer

see that the rents were duly collected and used as before. Ferrer

was also requested not to let anything occur that would in any

way militate against the Board's absolute and unconditional title
86to the whole property.

Ferrer replied on July 19 that he had already collected

the July rent on the Jan^ building and that as long as the present

tenants stayed it would be almost impossible for anyone to pre­

vent his collecting the rents. If the present tenants should

leave, which they had no right to do, the Gethsemane people

might take material possession of the flats before Ferrer knew

it, either through collusion with the present tenants or their

neglect. Then he would be obliged to appeal to the courts to

regain legal possession of the flats. Under the present condi­

tions the Gethsemane people would have to sue the Board in order

to get possession and Ferrer felt they would lose their suit

S-’Home Mission Board to Diaz and Gethsemane Church, July 16,
1902, in Minutes, July 29, 1902. ..

S^Hillyer to Ferrer, July 16, 1902, in Minutes, July 29, 
1902
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unless they could prove they were entitled to possession accord­

ing to the tenets or rules of the Baptist church.^?

At the October Board meeting Hillyer stated that the

Board’s reply to the Gethsemane Church letter of June 27 had been

sent with the names of the committee on the envelope in care of

the Gethsemane Church, Havana, Cuba. In due time this letter had

been returned by the postal authorities without having been delivered

The letter was then sent to Ferrer with the request that he deliver
88it in person to the members of the committee. Ferrer wrote that

he had delivered the letter to one of the committee members who

signed the envelope which Ferrer was keeping. He also reported

that the state of matters in regard to the Jan6 building had not
89changed and he had collected the usual rent on September 1.

In November the Home Mission Board contemplated trans­

ferring Cova to Havana. The Board would then discontinue all aid

to any person connected with Dfaz or not in harmony with the Board.
90No final decision was made at the time.

Even though the controversy continued in Havana during

the remainder of 1902 the Baptist work in the other parts of the

island expanded and prospered. In the spring of 1902 the new

^Ferrer to Hillyer, July 19, 1902, in Minutes, July 29,
1902.

^Minutes, October 7, 1902.

^Hillyer to Ferrer, September 18, 1902, in Minutes,
October 7, 1902.

^^linutes, November Li, 1902.
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Calvary Baptist Church held ordination services for E. V. Carbonell,

a missionary transferred by the Board from Florida where he had

worked among the Cubans. This was the first ordination held by

an English-speaking Baptist Church in Cuba. The ministers assist­

ing in the service were Cova, Diaz, Daniel, and Rev. Tom Neely.?1

Neely was not at the time employed by anyone but was living at

the Buenos Aires house by permission of the Board while he learned

Spanish. He was interested in orphans’ home work in Cuba.?^ The

Calvary Church then lettered out Carbonell and three other members

who organized themselves into a Baptist church at Coldn, a city
93in Matanzas Province. Cova preached to a large audience at the

organization service of this church. When asked by Cova for a

show of interest, more than eighty stood to say they would support

Carbonell in his work there. Soon there were forty converts await—
91iing baptism. M Daniel expressed gratitude to have a man like

ot?
Carbonell open the work at Coldn.

By the summer of 1902 M. M. Cale jo was doing mission wcrk
96at Guanabacoa near Havana. He came there from the city of

^^Havana Post, March 2, 1902, 1.

^Daniel to Christian Index, n.d., Christian Index, LXXXH
(November 20, 1902), ”lj. .

?^Ibid.

?^Cova to Christian Index, n.d., Christian Index, LXXXII
(June 19, 1902), h.

^Daniel to Baptists of Georgia, n.d., Christian Index,
LXXXII (May 8, 1902), 1*.

^Minutes, July 1, 1902.
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Manzanillo in Oriente Province at the eastern end of the island

where he had been working with the American Baptists since the

Spanish-American War. He was born in Havana June 17, 1372, and

received his early education from "La Gran Antilia" a collage

which enjoyed prestige in Cuba as a center of teaching. It edu­

cated the sons of many of the principal Havana families. After

Cale jo’s secondary education he entered the National University

in Havana to study medicine. After completing the third year of

the medical course in 1892, he attended the Baptist services held

by Diaz in Havana and was converted. He felt the call to preach

and gave up his study of medicine and began to study the Bible

and preach. During the war Cale jo fled to the United States

where he worked among the Cubans at West Tampa and studied theology

He was ordained in West Tampa November 30, 1896. After the war

he returned to Cuba, working in Manzanillo. He was to become an
97outstanding leader of the Baptists in western Cuba.'

In speaking of the mission work in the spring of 1902,

Daniel pointed out that in no other field in the world could there

be found such an intelligent and consecrated band of native gospel

ministers as the Home Mission Board had in Cuba. Daniel felt in

that respect the Baptists in western Cuba had an advantage over

all other denominations working in the island. There were eight

native Cuban preachers supported by the Home Mission Board and
98three others who wanted to preach.

9?A. Pereira Alves, Prominentes Evang^licos de Cuba (El
Paso, 1936), 22-2$.

Spaniel to Baptists of Georgia, n.d., Christian Index,
LXXXII (May 8, 1902), h.
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Cova also spoke optimistically, describing all the Baptist

work as doing well. Each station was asking for better schools,

more teachers, more seats and larger houses. Many other doors

were open to the Baptists also. Cova had received invitations

from a number of towns to come and preach. Ttere were some unde­

nominational evangelistic workers in Cuba, and they had urged Cova

to cane and speak to their converts. Cova felt that the Baptists

would have even more opportunities under the Republic. Many of

the members of the Baptist churches were offering their lives for

the Lord's work but the leaders were afraid to encourage them at
99the time as the Board did not have the means to support them.

Through their work in Cuba the Baptists were reaching at

least some of the American soldiers. The Havana Post reported in

1902 the story of a Private Anderson who had been converted and

baptized into the Baptist faith while on duty in Cuba. He planned

to begin training for the ministiy as soon as he returned to the

United States. Private Anderson preached his first sermon at the
100Calvary Baptist Church in Havana.

By the fall of 1902 both Miss Taylor and Miss Branham had

to return again to the United States because of sickness. The

Board thought that because of their health they should not again

be sent to Cuba but should be employed by the Board in the United

States.* 100 101

9?Cova to Christian Index, n.d., Christian Index, LXXXII
(June 19, 1902), Jj. .

100Havana Post, April 5, 1902, 1.

101Minutes, November h, 1902.
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The Board faced a property problem of a different nature

in December of 1902. The house on the Buenos Aires property in

Havana was condemned by the authorities and would either have to

be repaired or torn down. The necessary repairs would probably
1 nocost $1^00.

In December of 1902 J. G. Chastain, a Baptist missionary

from Mexico, was visiting in Cuba and gave his observations of the

Baptist work there. He felt Daniel was a wise, aggressive leader

and was using methods that would succeed. Chastain visited

Guanabacoa with Daniel where he attended a service with Calejo

in charge. The church had over forty members. Visiting at Matanzas,

Chastain was impressed with the reverent and devout spirit which

pervaded Cova’s large congregation. Forty to fifty pupils attended

a day school taught by Cova’s daughter. Chastain reported that

Cova had succeeded in gathering into his church some of the best

people in that city of forty thousand. In Cienfuegos O’Halloran

greeted Chastain with a packed house. O’Halloran impressed him

as being very active, having two congregations ani two schools

in the city, as well as making plans to organize a new church at

Ranchuelo fifteen miles away. Chastain was especially pleased

that O'Hall or an had taken steps toward self support. Summarizing,

Chastain reported that the Board had a total of ten native men

employed in Cuba, eight churches with a membership of five hundred,
103

thirteen Sunday schools, and nine day schools.

102jy[inutes, December 9, 1902.

103j, g. Chastain to Chris tian Index, December 5, 1902,
Christian Index, LXXXII (December 2£, 19O£)7 3*



CHAPTER VII

PROPERTY DISPUTE TAKEN TO COURT, 1903-190^

The Board's property interests in Cuba suffered a setback

early in 1903 when it lost the services of its excellent lawyer in

Havana, Dr. Snilio Ferrer y Picabia, who had been appointed Secretary

of the Cuban Legation in Paris. In a resolution, the Board expressed

its regret at losing the services of this one whose "learning,

fidelity, and ability" had endeared him to the Board. He had

worked with the Board since the close of the Spanish-American War

when as an exile in Atlanta he gave Porter King much help in work­

ing out the Board's legal problems in Cuba.^

At its January meeting the Board decided to send to Cuba

a committee, including Hillyer and McConnell, to deal with certain

matters that required personal attention. These included the

selection of a lawyer to serve the Board in Havana, and the employ­

ment of Miss Gertrude Joerg as treasurer of the Board. In addition

the committee was to decide what to do about the Buenos Aires

property which had been condemned and to consider the advisability

of selling both the Jand and Buenos Aires properties and using the

^"A Friend in Havana," Christian Index, LXXXIII (January 8,
6; Minutes, Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con­

vention, January 8, 1903 (in files of the Board, Atlanta). Here­
inafter cited as Minutes, followed by the date.
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proceeds to build chapels in Havana and elsewhere in the island. 2

This committee arrived in Cuba Thursday, January 14, 1903,

and stayed until the following Tuesday. Most of its time was spent

in Havana and vicinity, with one trip being made to Matanzas, sixty

miles away. While in Havana the committee visited the mission

stations, schools, and cemetery. The Board's committee had several

interviews with the committee from the Gethsemane Church discussing

such topics as the resolution passed by the church the year before,

differences as to ownership of property, and Diaz's back salary.

Contrary to the advice of the committee that had visited Cuba the

preceding year, Diaz had done nothing to relieve the Gethsemane

Church of his claim of back salary. The prospects of harmonious

relations between Diaz and the other missionaries were as remote

as ever. However, the committee of the Board suggested a plan

for adjustment of differences between the Gethsemane Church, Diaz,

and the Board along the lines of the sixth chapter of First Corinthians,

which McConnell read to the church committee and Diaz.^ This Scrip­

ture advocates that disputes between Christians be decided by other

Christians and not be taken before law courts of unbelievers.^’

After a day of consideration, the Cuban committee rejected these

overtures. The Cuban church still maintained that they had a claim

to the J and property as some who contributed toward its purchase

desired that a Havana church have it. The Gethsemane Church was

^Minutes, January 8, 1903*

^Report of committee that visited Cuba in January, 1903,
Minutes, February 3, 1903*

Corinthians 6:1-8.
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the only one in the Board’s history who had tried to wrest either

the title or use of property away from the Board.'’

When the Board’s committee visited the cemetery it found

fifty-eight newly opened graves for interments and the committee

was informed by Perez Bueno, the man in charge of the management

of the cemetery, that the interments averaged four or five per

day. The committee counted nine that had evidently been made

within the past two days. Pfirez Bueno gave the price charged as

$1}. 25 for each adult and $2.50 for each child. The expenses for

the cemetery were his own salary, thirty dollars per month, and

that of two laborers at twenty dollars a month. The committee

estimated that the cemetery had an incane of fifteen to twenty

dollars per dsy, or approximately four hundred dollars a month

with an expense of seventy dollars per month, leaving a net income

after every liberal allowance of three hundred dollars per month

A check with the sanitation department revealed that there had
7

been 577 interments during the past year, nearly twelve per week.

The committee could not say where the money was going as the records

were in the hands of the church and there had been no report to

the Board since 1899. This violated the agreement that all surplus

would go toward the payment of the mortgage that Diaz had placed

on the Jan6 property. Diaz claimed that the interments were less

^Report of committee that visited Cuba in January, 1903,
Minutes, February 3, 1903.

6Ibid.

7A. penciled note in files of Home Mission Board, Atlanta. 
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than stated, being only three per week, and that the cemetery operated

at a monthly loss of about ten dollars. When the Board had turned

over the cemetery temporarily to the church in February, 1899, it

was represented that only one and a half acres of ground were left

for interments. However, the committee visiting Cuba estimated

that there remained space for many thousand graves. As Diaz’s

claim against the Gethsemane Church for back salary could allow

him to gain possession of the cemetery individually if the church

had title to the property, the committee visiting Cuba felt the

Home Mission Board should take appropriate steps to assert its title
o

to the cemetery and begin adninistering it.

The committee arranged for Miss Gertrude Joerg, a member

of the Calvary Baptist Church in Havana, who had served as agent

during and after the war, to become treasurer and bookkeeper for

the operations of the Board in Cuba, as Ferrer had been serving

as treasurer. Miss Joerg also agreed to serve as a missionary,
o

giving at least half her time in that service.

With Major Ducker, a competent real estate agent in Havana,

the committee made an inspection of the Buenos Aires property.

The walls were of wooden structure, stuccoed inside and out. In

a number of places where the stucco had fallen off, the timber had

rotted and the building was generally in bad condition. The loca­

tion was too far out for any useful purpose in the Baptist work.

As the cost of repairing the building was prohibitive, the committee

^Report of committee that visited Cuba in January, 1903,
Minutes, February 3, 1903*

9Ibid.
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placed this property for sale in the hands of Major Ducker to get 

as much as he could for it, but fixed the minimum price at seven

thousand dollars American money. The committee was able to get

all the fines on the condemned building remitted but something had

to be done quickly. Therefore, the committee instructed Major

Ducker that in case he failed to sell the whole property, he should

sell the building separately at not less than four hundred dollars.^

An attempt was made by the committee to locate the Board’s

property at San Miguel and Guanabacoa. Being questioned by the

committee, Diaz explained he had built a house at San Miguel before

the war with the Board’s money but that the house was burned dur­

ing the war and now there was nothing there. The house at San Miguel

was said to have cost about one thousand dollars. Diaz maintained

that he had bought with four hundred dollars of the Board’s money

a cemetery at Guanabacoa, but McConnell could find no trace of it.

The committee felt it was a pity these investments had not been

made with better business methods.^

In Matanzas the committee attended one of the night meet­

ings of Cova’s church. They reported of this work: "From what

we saw of Bro. Cova and his work in that fine city, we had cause
12to thank God and take courage. ”

In the past year the Home Mission Board had discussed the

new situations facing the Baptist schools in Cuba. The government

10Ibid.

1ZTbid.

12Ibid.
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had inaugurated an elaborate system of free public schools. The

Board felt it might be wise to begin charging a moderate and

reasonable tuition instead of operating free schools. There were

many people especially in the cities who were able to pay tuition

and who were unwilling to send their children to free schools.

Some of the other denominations had already established schools

of that character which were then self-sustaining and were showing

an encouraging degree of success.^ With this in view, the com­

mittee visited a number of schools in Havana, among these were

the Baptist schools, one of the public schools, and the Methodist

pay school. The committee was convinced that it was unwise to

have free secular schools competing with the public schools.

They felt the best policy for the Baptists was to have a system

of graded pay schools. The committee believed that the Jan6

building, with suitable alterations, would be well suited for

school purposes, with ample space reserved for chapel and public
, . 1Uworship*

Upon its return, the committee made certain recommendations

to the Board. They recommended that P. J. Franqui be employed

as an assistant to Daniel in Havana; that funds be provided to open

the mission at Ranchuelo; and that Daniel be authorized to visit
15

the Isle of Pines to see the possibilities of work there.

l^Minutes, April 23, 1902.

^Report of committee that visited Cuba in January, 1903,
Minutes, February 3, 1903*

^Ibid.
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While in Cuba the committee had collected the legal forma

and data for notices to end the relations of the Board with mis­

sionaries that Diaz was claiming*  During the past year various

publications had appeared in some of the Baptist denominational

papers putting Diaz as aligned against the Board's work. Some

of these papers had been sympathetic to Dfaz.1^ An example was

The Arkansas Baptist which had articles critical of the Board's

policy in breaking its relations with Diaz.1? In addition, some

of these papers had carried statements purported to have come

from Diaz claiming five of the teachers and missionaries the Board

was supporting as being "Gospel Missioners" within Dfaz's independent

mission organization. Diaz appealed for support of these "Gospel

Missioners" in his organization and even published circulars to

that effect. The Committee on Cuba felt it would be unjust to

continue them in the employ of the Board, thereby giving them
, ,, .18double support.

In the spring of 1903 Daniel gave an optimistic report

of the Baptist work in Cuba. On February 18, Daniel helped O'Halloran

organize a church at Ranchuelo near Cienfuegos where O'Halloran

was located. Although a town of about four thousand, until a year

earlier it had never had a church of any description. Then O'Hallorai^

who Daniel described as "our incomparably active missionary" decided

16„ . jIbid.
17Copy of article from The Arkansas Baptist, Havana Post,

March 2, 1902, 3*
1AReport of committee that visited Cuba in January, 1903,

Minutes, Februaiy 3, 1902.
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to begin work there preaching on week nights. Large congregations

assembled to hear him and many conversions were the result of his

efforts. Six of the teachers of the public schools, the mayor's

daughter, and several other prominent persons had joined the church

and it looked as if the town might become Baptist. A Roman Catholic

priest began visiting the place as soon as 0'Halloran opened the

mission but Daniel felt "he had waited about 300 years too long.”

Thera were many other places in Cuba that had been similarly neg­

lected. by the Catholic church which Daniel believed were "ripe unto

harvest" for the Baptist work. Daniel was of the opinion that it

was important to occupy these areas immediately while Cuba was in

a formative process. He felt that the Baptists should open at least

fourteen new places within the next three months. The work through­

out the island was progressing despite the unfortunate dispute in

Havana. At all of the preaching places congregations were large,
19interest was good, and the baptisms were frequent.

"When the Calvary Baptist Church in Havana was organized

a year earlier it was composed mostly of Americans. There had

been no effort to reach the Cubans through it as the Board and

Daniel had hoped that Diaz’s church would change sane of its

views. They had given up by 1903, however, and began to work

among the Cubans. Daniel and his helpers began to visit from

house to house, preaching and holding prayer meetings in private

homes. Great congregations flocked into these places where ser­

vices were held and listened to the sermons. Daniel reported that

^Daniel, report on the work in Cuba, Christian Index,
LXXXIII (March 19, 1903), h*
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within a three-week period eighteen men and women had professed

faith in Christ. He believed there would soon be several Baptist

churches in Havana for, Daniel said, "The Cubans are i nt.pl 1i gPrrh

and liberty loving; fine Baptist material when regenerated.”

Franqui received Daniel's particular praise for his help in the

work in Havana. He had become a member of the Calvary Church about

a year earlier when baptized by Daniel, caning to the Baptists from

another denomination. Daniel stated that Franqui had been faithful

in the cause of Christ from the day of his baptism and had become

one of the best Baptist missionaries. Without the help of this

constant worker, Daniel felt he could have done little in Havana,

for many means had been used there to prejudice the Cubans against

the American Baptist workers. Franqui had helped to break down

that prejudice. Eventually several who had been members of the

Gethsemane Church came into the membership of the Calvary Baptist
21Church.

Cova, Cabrera, and O'Halloran attended the Southern Baptist
22Convention meeting in Savannah in the spring of 1903. The Home

Mission Board report to the convention was optimistic. Three mis­

sionaries had been added to the force in Cuba. Rev. Y. E. Barredo

was helping Dr. Rodriguez, the self-supported missionary at Sagua

la Grande. Franqui was assisting Daniel in Havana. Tom Neely,

2^ Uh a Roberts Lawrence, Cuba for Christ (Atlanta, 1926), 18.

22Minutes, June 30, 1903*
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an American who had been living in Havana learning Spanish at his

own expense, had also been appointed as missionary.^

Three new fields had been entered during the year and

churches organized there. These were at Col6n where Carbonell had

begun work, Guanabacoa where Calejo was working, and Ranchuelo where

0’Halloran had organized a new church. On the other hand five mis­

sionaries associated with Dfaz in Havana were discontinued because

they were listed as independent missionaries. These included

Alberto Dfaz’s mother, his sister Miss Minnie Diaz, Mrs. Hernandez,

Pablo Vald6s, and Miss Lozano. The Board felt it should increase

its preaching force in Cuba by at least five new men but there

was an even greater need for the means to build houses of worship

for the churches in Cuba.* 2^

By request Daniel visited the Isle of Pines in March,

1903. He reported good prospects for work there. Many .Americans

were buying land and settling in the island as it was thought to

be a healthful climate. Daniel was the first preacher to visit

the island and received assurances of hearty cooperation in open­

ing and maintaining a mission if the Board decided to initiate
otiwork there.

The statistics in the annual report of the spring of 1903

showed thirty-three missionaries working in Cuba, twenty-two of

^-^’’Fifty-Eighth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board, M
Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1903, 163. Hereinafter
as Annual, followed by the year.

2kjbid., 163-16h.

2^Ibid., 16b.
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whom were teachers and the other eleven ordained ministers, con­

sisting of two Americans and nine Cubans. They were working in

twenty-two churches and stations. In the past year there had been

217 baptisms and twenty-two received by letter or restored fellow­

ship for 239 total additions. Nine Sunday schools had been organized

The Board had expended fifteen thousand dollars in Cuba during the

year. The missionaries were listed thus; In Havana working with

the Calvary B^>tist Church, Rev. C. D. Daniel, Rev. Tom Neely, and

Rev. P. J. Franqui. At Matanzas was Rev. J. V. Cova; at Coldn,

Rev. E. V. Carbonell; at Cienfuegos, Rev. J. R. O'Halloran; at

Santa Clara, Rev. A. U. Cabrera; at Sagua la Grande, Dr. E. F.

Rodriguez and Rev. Y. E. Barredo; at Guanabacoa, Rev. M. M. Calejo;

and at Pinar del Rio, Rev. Gaspar de C&rdenas. The following

women were also either teaching or doing mission work; Miss Gertrude

Joerg, Miss Pura Cova, Mrs. Jos6 O'Halloran, and Miss Concepcidn

Rodriguez.

In the spring of 1903 the Home Mission Board received infor­

mation that Dfaz had changed the inscription over the entrance of

the Jan6 building from "Baptist Church" to*Gethsemane  Baptist

Church" and was about to begin painting the building inside and

out.The Board was also informed that Diaz and some members

of his family, as well as some school teachers working with him,

had moved into the auditorium of the Jan6 building. They had

opened schools in the auditorium and some of the teachers were

26Ibid., 155, 163-16H.

27'Minutes, March 3, 1903*
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sleeping in the building*  These seem to have been the missionaries

discontinued by the Board because Diaz was reporting them as inde-
. .... 28pendent missionaries*

As under Cuban law actual physical possession was an impor—
29tant point in property disputes, z the Board sent instructions to

Daniel and its new attorney in Havana, Ernest Lee Conant, to have

this use of the building discontinued. They were to take steps

at once to stop the teaching of a school in the audi tori nm, and

the use of certain rooms as lodging for the teachers. They were

also to restore the original sign or inscription over the main

entrance of the building. The Board desired that the use of the

building be restricted to those who had such permission from the

Board. All intruders were to be ejected and all work or repairs

on the property other than those authorized by the Board were to

be prevented. In addition, Conant was to give notice to the

Gethsemane Church and its pastor that the Board would need the

entire building for its use and thus their use of the auditorium
30permitted by the Board would end January 1, 1901j.

On April 29, 1903, the Havana Bost printed the news that

the financial board of the Gethsemane Church had filed suit with
*

the proper judge April 28, claiming the Jan£ and Buenos Aires

property on grounds that the money contributed in the United States

O.Q
Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention,

Statement on the Situation in Cuba (Atlanta, 1903), 30-31. Here­
inafter cited as Statement on Cuba.

29Ibid.

3°Minutes, March lh and April 23, 1903
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had not been for the Board but for their church,' Learning this,

the Board cabled Conant that Diaz and his church were to cease nsi ng

the Jan6 property at once. The Board filed a counter suit to remove
32all intruders from its property. The Havana Post shortly retracted

its article of April 2? and declared that the suit had not actually

been filed. It stated that the article had been written on authority

of a signed statement by Diaz. Since then Diaz had explained to

the Post that the committee of the Gethsemane Church had placed

all the information and evidence in the hands of a lawyer who was

filing them to be shown in court. Some of the members of the com­

mittee had informed Diaz that the suit was to begin and he had mis-
33understood him to say that it had begun,' The Gethsemane Church

31idid soon file its suit, however,'

The Havana Post of May 17, 1903, carried a story describing

the bad conditions at the Baptist cemetery in Havana which Diaz

and his church were operating. A note published in another Havana

paper that the Baptist cemetery was being used as a grazing ground

for cattle prompted the Post to send a reporter to investigate.

He was to ascertain the facts in the case. The following story

resulted:

^1Copy of article from the Havana Post, April 29, 1903,
in the files of the Home Mission Board, Atlanta.

•^linutes, April 30, 1903; Statement on Cuba, 2, 29,

■^Copy of article from the Havana Post, May 7, 1903,
in the files of the Home Mission Board, Atlanta,

^statement on Cuba, 2.
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When the Post reporter rode up to the cemetery gate
h® found, it wide open and no one there to watch it*
On riding in the first thing that caught his eye was
a mule hitched to one of the monuments of a grave*
The mule scared at the approach of the reporter and
it looked as if it would tear the monument down, and
probably would have done so had not the Post reporter
stopped before riding around him.

Again the Post reporter looked for the sexton,
but there was none to be found. Inquiry at a little
house nearby showed that the only, occupants were two
children who did not know who [sic] their father was,
or when he would return.

A look around the cemetery showed a very bad state
of affairs. Thirteen cows were grazing over the graves
of the dead and absolute neglect was to be seen every­
where. if any flowers had ever been the lot of this
cemetery they have all gone to feed those cattle.
Chickens, probably the property of the missing sexton,
were scratching all over the graves. Monuments which
loved ones have placed over the graves to mark them
have been knocked down by the cows and have been allowed
to stay down*

This cemetery is the famous Baptist cemetery where
nearly all of the .Americans, who have died in Cuba,
have been buried. The cemetery is the one founded by
a good man from Boston, whose memorial services were
held at the Baptist Church in this city only a few
days ago. Money has also been contributed to the
Church for the cemetery from otljer sources for its
enlargement and beautification*"' ’

As the Board had already demanded the cemetery property

from Diaz and the Gethsemane Church and this possession had been

refused, the Board decided to bring suit for the cemetery property

as well. It then planned to eliminate all the complaints of abuses

and i rregnl arities«With this in mind the Board sent its attorney

in Havana all the deeds and title papers relating to the Jan<$,

Buenos Aires, and cemetery properties. The Board also sent an

•^Copy of article from the Havana Post, May 17, 1903, in
the files of the Home Mission Board, Atlanta. ~

^statement of the Home Mission Board about the cemetery,
in the files of the Board, Atlanta*
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explanation and carefully prepared history of the property titles.37

In the summer of 1903 while the legal battle was gni ng on

over the property in Havana, the Board’s lawyers Conant and Page

wrote that the Jan£ building was having water problems. The water

pressure in Havana was deficient especially in the parts of the

city of great elevation. Thus the JanS building had practically no

water above the ground floor, and the service on the ground floor

was insufficient, causing great inconvenience to the tenants.

Because of this the sanitary department had served notice that a

fine of one hundred dollars would be imposed on the building be­

cause of a lack of water. The Board authorized their attorneys

to install a steam ram and one thousand gallon tank with other
Q O

fixtures to provide water for the Jan6 building at a cost of

In the Court of First Instance a judgment was made in favor

of the Board in regard to the Jan£ property. Diaz and those associ­

ated with him were to vacate within eight days all of the Jan6

property and end its use for any purpose. If he did not leave he
39was to be ejected. Diaz appealed this decision to a higher

court. Again the court decided fully in favor of the Board.

Diaz, however, still did not give up and the court had to eject

him forcefully from the property, putting the Board’s attorneys

in possession of the building.^ Referring to this incident the

^Minutes, May 29, 1903.

^Minutes, July 27 and September 10, 1903*

^Statement on Cuba, 29-30.

k°Ibid., 30.
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Havana Post in its issue of September 5, 1903, stated:

The ejectment proceedings brought by the Home Mission
Board against Rev. Alberto J. Diaz, of which the Post
foretold yesterday morning, took place on time. About
8 o’clock the Judge and his assistant appeared as well
as the "procurador” representing the law firm of Ernest
Lee Conant. Attorney Durant of the said law firms was
also present.

At about nine o’clock the house was opened by the
janitor and Rev. Diaz and a number of the members of
his Church gathered within. The official representing
the Judge entered the building, and on seeing the
people gathered there, asked if they wanted to pray,
because otherwise he would commence at once his eject­
ment proceedings. Dr. Diaz asked for a few minutes,
but as there was no motion made towards the holding
of the services, the Judge proceeded to remove the
property from the Church.

This was the signal for general weeping among the
women present, and hot words from the male representa­
tives of the Church and those representing the Court,
and some bad words were exchanged, most of them any­
thing but complimentaiy.

Everything which was not considered personal property
of the Board or Dr. Diaz vias put into the Street, with
the exception of the Church Bible and the communion ser­
vice, which out of feeling of respect was left within
the Church. Rev. Diaz piled his goods up in the Street
in anything but an artistic way and then had pictures
taken with those of the weeping women, so as to make
an altogether dramatic effect. Many people attracted
by the unusual scene stopped and watched, the proceed­
ings and were taken in the picture also.* 1

After this Diaz held services on the street at the corner of
Dr agones and Zulueta streets, where the Jan£ building was located.^

When the Board gained possession of the Jan6 building it

was found that sane of the gas fixtures had been damaged and some

removed by Diaz. He was also attempting to claim the generator

used for lighting in the Jand building. The roof leaked from long

^Copy of article from the Havana Post [September 5, 1903],
in Statement on Cuba, 30.

^Havana Post, November 15, 1903, 1*
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neglect and some timbers had rotted. The floors urgently needed

repairs. The auditorium and yard were found in very unsanitary

condition, having been condemned by the health authorities of

Havana. The Board's attorneys took immediate steps to provide
for these repairs and comply with the law.^

A statement on the situation in Cuba, published by the

Home Mission Board in September, 1903, explained and defended the

Board's actions in regard to its property in Havana. The state­

ment pointed out that if mission church or missionary, when for

whatever reason it became separated from the Board, were permitted

to claim the property previously entrusted to it, this would des­

troy any permanent plan of missions. Prudent persons would hardly

contribute funds if they understood their Boards had no control

over the funds or the property purchased with them. Precisely

to the contrary, the statement continued, it is for the Board to

control the conveyance of property, with mission churches using

the houses at the pleasure of the Board, subject to the authority
of the Convention.^

The closing of the published statement expressed the feel­

ing of the Board toward their unfortunate experiences in Havana.

It read as follows:

That all this has been painful to the Board is freely
admitted. Disagreeable certainly, because the Board,
composed as it is of busy men whose time is valuable,
but who freely give it and their means to the work of
the denomination and of the Master, and have for years

^^Minutes, September 22 and November 3, 1903*

^Statement on Cuba, 26.
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past, should have to meet, grapple with and thwart an
attack like this on mission property and work, and
demanding the time and effort to protect the unoffend­
ing masses of our denomination from the wrong which would
follow if it were to succeed. But the Board knows the
Southern Baptist people, knows their courage, their
loyalty, their intelligence, and their constancy. The
Board has a great faith that their work in Cuba is God’s
work, and that God will take care of it. When our people
come to fully understand how utterly and absolutely with­
out foundation is the claim to the title set up in the
manner stated, how through all this the Board has not
given way to passion, has not recriminated one solitary
word, either verbal or written, to Dr. Diaz, or about
him, the great Baptist masses will themselves come to
the front. The Board has felt since Dr. Diaz left our
employ, nearly two years ago, that the question of responsi­
bility for his character and motives did net rest upon
it, and forbears now to discuss either the one or the
other, and has at all times tried to maintain a digni­
fied and Christian spirit. The result, as we hope and
pray, may be that instead of diminishing our resources
and contributions, the brethren will administer the
needed rebuke by sustaining the work more largely and
more liberally than they have ever done before.

The truth is the work of the Board in Cuba is already
more prosperous and promising than ever before. And we
do not believe that it is in the power of Dr. Diaz or
any other human agency, to break it down, or even to
materially cripple it.

The case involving the cemetery was tried by the Judge

of Vedado since the graveyard was in his jurisdiction. The judge

declared in favor of the Board and Diaz then appealed his decision

to the Court of First Instance. The judge of this court issued

a decision October 31, 1903, in favor of the Home Mission Board,

giving it charge of the cemetery. The judge furtner deemed that

the contest of Diaz was made in bad faith. From this court

Diaz appealed to the Supreme Court of Cuba. November 13, the

^Ibid., 31»

^Havana Post, November 1, 1903, !•
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Supreme Court stated that the appeal had been thrown out because
) 7

of lack of ground for making it.

A new suit was filed in regard to the cemetery by Alfredo

Diaz, Alberto’s brother, as guardian of the children of Mr. Lozano,

claiming eighty cents royalty on each grave in the cemetery from

the year 1896 to the present. The Board thought this suit was

groundless because it had the deed conveying the property from

Lozano to the agent of the Board, Alberto J. Diaz, in 189b for
li8

three thousand dollars. It was found, however, that there was

a deed duly registered from the original seller of the cemetery

property to Lozano giving Lozano an eighty cents royalty on each

grave. The deed conveying the property from Lozano to the Home
bo

Mission Board two days later had not been registered. This case

continued until September, 190b, when the Lozano heirs dropped
50the suit against the Home Mission Board.

During 1903 the Corresponding Secretary of the Board,

F. C. McConnell, resigned to accept the pastorate of the Calvary

Baptist Church in Kansas City, Missouri. B. D. Gray, President

of Georgetown College in Kentucky, was elected to succeed him.

Gray, who became Secretary in September, 1903, served for twenty-five

^Havana Post, November lb, 1903, 1*

^.Minutes, January 5, 190b*

^Report of committee that visited Cuba in January, 190b,
Minutes, February 11, 190b*

-^Minutes, October b, 190b.
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years.In January, I90I4, he made the first of his annual trips
^2to Cuba to survey the work.

In its annual report to the Southern Baptist Convention

in May, 1901i, the Home Mission Board reported thirty missionaries

and teachers working in nineteen churches and stations. There

had been 152 baptisms and twenty-eight received by letter for

total additions of 180. The Board had spent almost nineteen thou-

sand dollars in its work in Cuba.

In May of 190U the work in Havana was continuing to improve

Daniel was serving as pastor of the Calvary Church with Calejo,

who had been in Guanabacoa, as his helper. Calejo had replaced
Franqui who had gone to work in Cienfuegos."^4 Guanabacoa being

just across the bay from Havana, Calejo was also continuing to

work there. There was a fine spiritual life in the Calvary

Church and it was having frequent additions.-^ By 190h ninety-

two persons had been added to the membership.^ The Calvary Church

was holding services in English at 11 a.m. on Sundays and in

-’\j. B. Lawrence, History of the Home Mission Board (Nash­
ville, 1958), 86.
• '’^B. D. Gray, A Trip to Cuba (Atlanta, 190h), 1. A
pamphlet in the files of the Board, Atlanta.

•‘Fifty-Ninth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 190h, 11»5.

^^Ibid.

^Ibid., 169-170.

^C. D. Daniel, Cuba and Home Mission Work (Atlanta, 1903-
Oli), 3. A pamphlet in the files of the Board, Atlanta.
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Spanish at 7:30 p«m. Mrs. Hernandez and Miss Carmen were also

working in Havana under the supervision of Daniel. During the

year the Rev. Tom Neely and his wife, because of poor health,
57

had been forced to give up their work in Havana. Diaz was

holding meetings on the corner of the street diagonally across from

the Jan6 building on Sunday nights. Representatives of the Board

visiting in Cuba in January, 19 Oh, were told that Diaz often spoke

in abusive language towards the Home Mission Board and Americans

generally. The Board was considering borrowing fifty thousand

dollars on the Jan6 property at four and a half to five per cent

interest to invest in sites and build chapels. With this amount

the Board could provide a building for each church already organized

with the local church raising about half the expenses of the build-

ing." The Board was also interested in establishing in Havana a

good school which could be expanded into a college. This the Board

felt would be a great aid in training a native ministry for the
59future.

By the spring of 1901; O'Halloran had moved from Cienfuegos

to Ranchuelo to work with the church there. Though only a little

over a year old, it already had between eighty-five and one hundred

members.6° Among these members was the ex-mayor of the town. The

57 "Fifty-Ninth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 1901;, 170.

'’^Report of committee that visited Cuba in January, 190h,
Minutes, February 11, 1901;.

^^"Fifty-Ninth Annual Report of the Horae Mission Board,"
Annual, 1901;, 171*

6oIbid., 169.
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Baptist church was the only one of any kind in the city.^ O’Halloran

was also to open work in Santo Domingo and Cruces with the assistance
6?of Daniel. In Cienfuegos Franqui was carrying on the Baptist

work left by O'Halloran. The previous August this church had
z 

ordained four deacons. One of the brightest of these was think­

ing of going into the ministry. The people of Cienfuegos were

especially elated over the building of the Panama Canal as the

port there was the nearest to Panama of any of the island and they

felt they would greatly profit by the construction of the canal.

The work at Santa Clara was doing exceptionally well with

both the church and school prospering. There were frequent baptisms

and the Boa rd felt with a new church building the work would move
rapidly forward.^ The Methodists had bought property there and

were doing well. After his trip to Cuba in January of l<?0h, Gray

described the pastor at Santa Clara, A. U. Cabrera, as "a man of

culture, a graduate of the University of Havana, a hymn-writer, a

musician who furnished music to his own hymns, a man of God, devout

and energetic, who has a spirit of revival in his church.

Cabrera described his struggle to develop a music program in his

6^Gray, A Trip to Cuba,
Z p

"Fifty-Ninth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, l?Oh, 170.

63"’Report from Daniel, Christian Index, LXXXIII (September 17,
1903), h.

^Gray, A Trip to Cuba, h.

^"Fifty-Ninth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 19Oh, 170.

^Gray, A Trip to Cuba, 5.
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church. When he went to Santa Clara there were few Christians

and no one to play the organ or teach hymns unless the congrega­

tion paid for it. An unconverted man was playing the organ for

a salary. He died a few days after he was converted. Then

Cabrera’s wife studied for months until she could play. After

this a twelve-year old girl told Cabrera she wanted to work for

her Lord by learning music so the Sunday school could hold its

services with an organ. In a year she was playing hymns so well

that she was elected official organist of the Church.^7

Gray declared that on his trip to Cuba the most beautiful

town he saw was Sagua la Grande. Dr. Rodrfguez was continuing to

do a good job as nominal pastor, though giving most of his time

to his medical practice. Rev. I. E. Barredo was his missionary
68assistant and virtual pastor. The church was making monthly

69contributions of twenty-five dollars to the building fund, z

and had nearly one thousand dollars set aside for a building.
70They hoped to be self-supporting after they built a church.

At Matanzas plans were being made to establish two mis-
71sions in other parts of the city. Methodists, Congregationalists,

6?Report from Cabrera, Christian Index, LXXHII (September 17,
1903), h.

68"Fifty-Ninth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board, "
Annual, 190h, 170.

6^Gray, A Trip to Cuba, 6.

70»Fifty-Ninth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 1901j, 170.

71Ibid.
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and other Protestant denominations were working in Matanzas al so, ?

The young church at Coldn where Carbonell was working was continuing

to prosper. However, rent was costly and a good house to meet in

was hard to secure.*̂  The Methodists had a chapel th ere. The

church at Pinar del Rio was making steady progress and had nearly

two hundred dollars in the bank for a building fund.?'’ The com­

mittee that visited Cuba heard a number of the children in the

Baptist school at Pinar del Rio quote long chapters from the Bible

and Gr^r felt the atmosphere of the school was "distinctly religious."

Pinar del Rio, the capital of the province by the same name, had

recently been made a bishopric by the Catholics. There were no

Protestants other than Baptists, however. A building was badly

needed and property values were high and rising. The committee

visiting there early in 190h had carefully surveyed the property
?7looking toward a purchase of a site on which to build.'1

In the spring of 1901| Diaz ran for the provincial assembly.

Even though he put up posters over the entire district from which

he was running and campaigned every day of the week, he lost the

?2Grsy, A Trip to Cuba, ?•

"Fifty-Ninth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 190h, 170.

?^Gray, A Trip to Cuba, 6.

"Fifty-Ninth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 190h, 169*

?^C-ray, A Trip to Cuba, 3.

??Report of committee that visited Cuba in January, 190h,
Minutes, February 11, 190h.
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election, receiving only two votes in the ward where he lived.

Diaz revived the suit for cancellation of the Board’s

title to the Jand property in 190h. After taking this action

he attempted to bargain with the Board for the withdrawal of the

suit making the following proposals. The Gethsemane Church would

withdraw its claim to the ownership of the J and property if the

Board would turn the cemetery property over to the heirs of

Lozano, who, as members of the church, would turn the cemetery

over to the Gethsemane Baptist Church. Each party would then

pay its own legal expenses. Until the Gethsemane Church erected

its own building the Board would permit its members to hold ser­

vices in the Jand auditorium. If the Board sold the Jand build­

ing to build various church buildings throughout Cuba, the

Gethsemane Church was to receive ten to twelve thousand dollars

for the erection of a church building. The Board refused to

enter into any negotiations of this kind, saying that the

Gethsemane Church had already disclaimed any right to the property
80of the Board in Havana.0 Diaz then filed affidavits seeking to

show that the money used to purchase the Jane building was con­

tributed in the United States by persons who intended the property

for Diaz. This caused some apprehension among the Board's attorneys
„ 81for a time.

7®Copy of article, Havana Post, February 2J?, l$>0h, in
Christian Index, LKXXIV (April 7, 190H), 6.

^Minutes, July 5, 190h.

^Minutes, August 2, 190h»

S^Minutes, December 13, 190h*
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The Home Mission Board became very interested in 1901j in

buying lots on which to build churches in the tows where it had

work. Daniel gave five reasons why the Board should buy lots for

permanent centers as soon as possible. The first reason was

economy. The house rents were unreasonably high, out of all

proportion with the market value of the property. The mission

rents averaged twenty-five dollars per month each. Chapels could

be erected at an average of five thousand dollars each. Second,

the people could not be easily induced to attend religious ser­

vices constantly in rented halls connected to private dwellings.

The Baptists in the summer of 1901; were preaching to about one

thousand persons weekly. Daniel felt the number would increase

to two thousand if there were suitable chapels. A third reason

was that owning property gave an appearance of permanency inspir­

ing confidence in the Baptists. Daniel said in this regard:

In Cuba it is exceedingly difficult to reach the influ­
ential without chapels to invite them to. One can not
realize the weight of this argument until he has labored
on the field and had it thrown in his face that Baptists
are simply squatters, or renters, whose work is transient*
Such threats are especially harmful when it is remembered
that, after the Episcopalians, Baptists were first on the
field and that others have recently come in and built
chapels by the side of our rented preaching halls.

Fourth, Cuba was making great strides forward as a republic and

with this progress the value of property would advance. Finally,

some unforeseen national calamity might befall the United States as

the Civil War had earlier and the mission work would have to cease.

The Cuban work might then disappear as the Cuban churches could

®2C. D. Daniel, "Church Buildings for Cuba," Christian
Index, LXXXIV (July 21, 190h), 2.
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not possibly pay rents and press their work. But with chapels of

their own they could perpetuate the work without assistance from

Baptists in the United States. Daniel felt that no unhoused church
O o

could be regarded as a permanent institution.

Cova also felt it was important to build houses of worship

in Cuba. This would give the work more respectability in the

sight of the people as well as more permanence. The other denomina­

tions understood this and were building churches. The building

of churches would show the people that there was a powerful body

behind the missionary caring for the Cubans and showing an interest

in this work. It would also show that the Baptists meant business

and were resolved to continue their work by all means. These build­

ings would attract better classes of people to hear the gospel and

unite with the churches, giving the work more respectability and

power. Cova felt a church built in Matanzas would give the Baptists

there much greater opportunities of reaching the people. u

In March of 190h the Board set aside five thousand dollars

for securing options on eligible sites in Matanzas, Vedado, Ranchuelo,

Sagua la Grande, Santa Clara, Pinar del Rio, Guanabacoa, Trinidad,
85or other localities where prcper sites were available. In

Matanzas the Board purchased a well located lot eighty-five by
86120 feet for $2£00 Spanish money. A suitable lot was obtained

83Ibid.

^Letter from Cova, n.d., Christian Index, LXXXIV (Sep­
tember 29, 190b),

^Minutes, March lli, 1901j.

S^Minutes, May 19, 190h.
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at Sagua la Grande for $1500 Spanish gold.^ The Board also pur­

chased a lot in Vedado, one of the suburbs of Havana.

In the summer of 190h the Board had a disagreement with

0’Halloran. He refused to accept chairs purchased by Daniel for

the use of the mission at Cruces, alleging that he needed other

things worse, and the chairs were not suitable. 0’Halloran would

not undertake the work at Cruces until he had all that was needed

to outfit the mission there according to his ideas. In addition,

he planned to make his home in Cienfuegos temporarily because of

the necessity to change the climate for Mrs. O’Halloran's health.

The Board decided that Mrs. O’Halloran could have a month’s

vacation in Cienfuegos if needed, but O'Halloran was to reside

at either Ranchuelo, Santo Domingo, or Cruces, the places he had

been assigned to work when he was moved from Cienfuegos. O’Halloran
89was to use the chairs at Cruces and to open work there immediately. 7

This controversy ended in O'Halloran resigning from the Board’s
90employ.

Cova wrote in the fall of 190h that in spite of the defec­

tiveness of some of the men employed by the Board there were many

conversions. The situation had changed on the mission field in

Cuba. The time was past when a gospel missionary in a place was

a new and sensational event. He provoked no special emotions ary

^Minutes, November 1, 1901j.

88Minutes, February 17, 1905*
89Minutes, August 2, 190h.

9°Minutes, February 17, 190$.
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longer. However the ones who came through faith and repentance

were standing much firmer than those who had come earlier and

might have had other motives which also influenced their deci­

sion. New places were being occupied and the Scripture distributed

everywhere. The Baptists were distributing thousands of tracts

every week and two Baptist papers in Spanish had been started which

were self-supporting. One was Light and Truth edited by Cabrera

and Cova and the other The Messenger of which Ccva was also an
. . ... 91associate editor.

In speaking of the Protestants dealing with the Catholics

in Cuba, Cova mentioned special problems. After the American

occupation ended the Catholics represented the Baptists and others

as serving the political views of the United States government

for Cuba. The Catholics were pointing out that all the Americans

left their country after the intervention except the Protestant

missionaries who had remained. They further stated that the

mission of these missionaries was to Americanize the Cubans so

that they would desire and then ask for annexation to the United

States. They pointed out that the most sure means that a country

would adopt the views of another country was by inducing it to

change its religion for the religion of the other. The Cubans

were also told by the Catholic Church that they must preserve

the sacred heritage their parents left them: their race, language,

and religion. Cova reported the Jesuits, who were rich and power­

ful in Cuba, as being the leaders in this type of campaign so that

^Letter, Cova, n.d., Christian Index, LXXXIV (September 29,
1901*),  h.
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the Cubans would mistrust and stay away from the Protestants.

Cova felt it would take time to break down these ideas and for

the Protestants to justify themselves before the people. Further­

more many of these people felt no need for what the Protestants

had to offer. Cova said of this situation:

The preaching here must assume more and more a special
character, in harmony with the idiosyncrasy of the Cubans.
They believe they are Christians on account of their
infant baptism in the Church of Rome, of their having
studied the Catholic catechism in school, and of going
now and then to some of their churches. The missionary
has, accordingly, to be very prudent to avoid a deplor­
able friction with them from the first moment. He
must employ a special tact for bringing the people to
conviction of sin, and for presenting them salvation
through faith and not by works. It is no doubt vezy
singular to invite coming to Christ to a people who
think to be in Him without knowing Him but by name.

92rbid.



CHAPTER VIII

A NEW ERA—THE COMING OF McCALL

AND THE FOUNDING OF A CONVENTION, 190^-1906

Daniel spent much of the summer of 1901i in the United

States preaching and regaining his health. During this time he

did improve, but the Board feared that they might lose his ser­

vices in the very near future because of his ill health.^"

When Dr. B. D. Gray spoke to the Georgia Baptist Convention

at Columbus in the fall of 1901], he made a passionate appeal for

some young man to go to Cuba and take up the work of the Home

Mission Board there. In that audience was the young pastor of
2the First Baptist Church at Dalton, Georgia, Rev. M. N. McCall.

He came from a long line of Baptist leaders, including an uncle

who had been secretary of the Georgia Baptist Convention and the

Southern Baptist Convention. McCall had attended Mercer University,

a Baptist institution in Georgia, and had graduated from Denison

University in Ohio.3 After teaching in other towns, McCall became

principal of the public school at lyerly, Georgia. There he felt

^Minutes, Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention, September 13, 190h (in files of the Board, Atlanta).
Hereinafter cited as Minutes, followed by the date.

2
Louie D. Newton, Amazing Grace, the Life of M. N. McCall,

Missionary to Cuba (Atlanta, 19h8), !?• Hereinafter cited as
Newton, Amazing Grace.

3Ibid., 9-12.
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God. was leading him into the ministry, and thus he was ordained

to the gospel ministry by the Lyerly Baptist Church in January of

1900. McCall then attended the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

at Louisville, Kentucky, from which he had received his degree in

1902. He then went to Dalton as pastor.While in the second year

of his pastorate at Dalton, McCall had volunteered for work in

Brazil, but his wife’s foster father, who was also McCall's uncle,

strongly opposed this separation. Meanwhile McCall, hearing Dr.

Gray's plea, was so deeply moved that he went forward at the close

of the service and offered himself for the work in Cuba. Mrs.

McCall’s father did not oppose this decision as he was now pastor

in Tampa, Florida.'’ McCall appeared before the Board at its meet­

ing January 3, 1905 • After an interview the Board voted to accept

him for the work in Cuba at a salary of $1500 per year and the

necessary moving expenses for himself and his family from his home
6in Georgia to Havana. Thus was the missionary appointed who was

to lead the Baptist work in western Cuba for forty-two years until
7

his death in 19h7.

In the latter part of January, 1905, Dr. Gray made his

second trip to Cuba as Corresponding Secretary of the Home Mission

Board to survey the work there. On the way he visited the work

k[bid., 17-18.

•’m. N. McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba (Atlanta, 19h2),
25-26.

^Minutes, January 3, 1905.

^Newton, Amazing Grace, 88.
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of the Board among the Cubans living in Florida. Miss Branham

and Miss Taylor, formerly in Cuba, had worked among the Cubans in

Florida. Miss Taylor, however, had found it necessary to resign

because of ill health. Gray felt a stronger work was needed in
Q

Florida among the Cubans.

Gray had corresponded with Daniel about the formation of

an association of the Board's churches in Cuba. This was to take

place during the Secretaiy's visit to Cuba, and Daniel had made the

necessary preparations. On February 6, an organization was fomed

called a Convention of the Baptist Churches of the Four Occidental

Provinces in cooperation with the Home Mission Board of the Southern

Baptist Convention. All the churches were represented by messenger

except the Sagua la Grande Church, which was represented by letter.

The meeting was harmonious, and Gray felt the formation of the
9

Convention would result in much good for the work in Cuba. Daniel

was elected president and Cova secretary. The Convention adjourned

to meet at Matanzas in 1906.^

Gray used this occasion for conferences with all the mis­

sionaries about the work, thus saving the time and expense of visit­

ing all the missions and churches. Cdrdenas reported the church at

Pinar del Rio as being in good condition, with a number of candidates

awaiting baptism. Gray felt the pastor, Cdrdenas, was one of the

®B. D. Gray, report on trip to Cuba, January and February,
190£, in Minutes, February 17, 1905.

9Ibid.

^"Sixtieth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board, ”
Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1905, 192. Hereinafter
cited as~Annual, followed by the date.
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best men on the island*  A lot and chapel were necessary for this

church. Almost five hundred dollars had been given by a Mississippi

church toward purchasing a lot but more was needed. The women of

the southern United States were contributing toward a chapel fund

for Pinar del Rio. An American company had formed a colony and

built a town at Herradura in Pinar del Rio Province and there were

many Americans living in that area. Gray felt a mission should

be established at Herradura and other points in the province. He

also favored sending an American missionary to help in the work

of Pinar del Rio Province as it was growing in importance.^

Cova’s church at Matanzas was also in good condition.

The Board had purchased there an admirable lot worth more than

it had cost. A chapel was needed in Matanzas which would cost

not less than $7500. Of this amount the church and people of

Matanzas would be asked to raise two thousand dollars. A chapel

would greatly reduce e:xpenses. There was a need to establish

other missions in the city and the surrounding tcwns. Miss Pura
12Cova was still doing good work in Matanzas.

At Sagua la Grande the Board had purchased a valuable

lot at a reasonable price. Rodrfguez was still nominal pastor with

Barredo, his assistant, responsible formost of the duties. Barredo

was slack in some of his work and Gray felt a change might be neces-

saiy in the future. The church at Sagua la Grande needed a chapel

■^Gray, report on trip to Cuba, January and February, 1905,
in Minutes, February 17, 1905.

12Ibid.
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immediately to cost from three to five thousand dollars. It was

Gray’s opinion that the church and town should be asked to give

two thousand dollars if the building cost five thousand. Daniel

felt at least three missions should be started in the neighboring

towns to Sagua la Grande. Gray favored suspending the day school

there, but both Rodriguez and Barredo thought it should be con­

tinued. The change would have to be made with caution.

At Santa Clara pastor Cabrera’s health was veiy poor.

Gray felt he should be shifted for three or four months to Havana

where he and his wife could get medical attention while he carried

a lighter work load. Young Eugenio Cale jo should take Cabrera’s

place temporarily at Santa Clara.Eugenio Calejo had been con­

verted and baptized at Key West in 1897 and then ordained to the

ministry just a short time before, September 23, 190h, in the
Calvary Church in Havana.^ Gray recommended buying a house in

Santa Clara to save the large rents, which were forty-two dollars

a month, as well as make the work mare permanent. The property

occupied by the church could be bought for five thousand dollars

which Gray thought was a reasonable price. Both Daniel and Cabrera

agreed that the school at Santa Clara should be suspended April 1,

1905, and the expense of this school be spent in evangelistic work

and opening up new stations around Santa Clara. Gray noted that

possibly outside of Havana this was the most spiritually minded

^ibid.

^A. Ldpez Munoz, Apdstol Bautista en la Perla Antillanay
(Havana, 19h£), Sh.
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church in the Baptist work. Cabrera was a splendid man but because

of his poor health Gray was afraid he might not be able to work

much longer. As Cabrera had been supplying Ranchuelo since the

resignation of O’Halloran, Eugenio Calejo was to continue this.^

Much prudence was needed in managing the situation at

Ranchuelo. 0’Halloran's resignation had hurt the Baptist work

there and many of the members had gone with him. 0’Halloran was

anxious to be re-employed by the Board. Cova and Cabrera advised

his re-employment as it would prevent his opposition. Since he

had been humiliated, they felt 0’Halloran would do better work

than ever. Daniel argued in favor of reappointment that O'Halloran,

if he really was a Christian, could be extremely useful. On the

other hand Gray listed several reasons he felt O’Halloran should

not be reappointed. He was a constant disturber and had steadily

outraged the authority of the superintendent and the Board.

0’Halloran also had been shady in some of his business dealings

with the Board and was constantly doing hot-headed foolish things.

He was ready to go to other denoninations if he was not kept by the

Baptist Board. A final argument in the mind of Gray was that

0’Halloran was rather free and indiscreet in his deportment with

women. Grey therefore recommended that 0’Halloran not be re-employed

at least for the present. A lot and house were needed in Ranchuelo

and a church in Atlanta had already furnished money for a lot which

"'Ajray, report on trip to Cuba, January and February, 190J?,
in Minutes, February 17> 1905.
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was "bo be bought immediately. A modest chapel was needed here,

costing one thousand to 1500 dollars.

The church at Cienfuegos had also been hurt by O'Halloran's

resignation. Franqui reported that the O'Halloran partisans

had left the church and were attending the Congregational Church.

There were sixty-eight members in the church with thirty-six pupi 1 s

and three teachers in the Sunday school. Franqui was serving as

pastor and preaching Monday and Saturday nights at mission stations

and Sunday afternoon in the jail and hospital. Seventeen candi­

dates were awaiting baptism. Grey recommended that the day school

at Cienfuegos be closed March 1, saving the salary of two women

and the rental expense. Franqui's salary was to be raised from

fifty to fifty-five dollars a month. Gray further recommended

that the Board employ W. H. Diaz, the leading teacher in the day

school at Cienfuegos, who was a licensed preached, to preach at

Cruces, Santo Domingo, and Palmira, at a salary of thirty dollars

a month. Gray also proposed that the Board employ a country evan­

gelist, Primo Navarro, at a salary of fifteen dollars a month,

al 1 ntj-i ng ten dollars for the support of his horse. Both these
18workers were to be under the supervision of the pastor at Cienfuegos.

Daniel was to visit Trinidad and open a mission at once to be operated

from Cienfuegos temporarily until a man could be found to work there.

Trinidad was in the mountains near the coast thirty miles southeast

of Cienfuegos. It had a population of fourteen thousand and was

17Ibid.
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expecting soon to have a railroad connection. Rents there were

cheap and Gray felt it was a good time to buy property.

Carbonell, having been involved in a moral incident, had

recently resigned as pastor at Coldn and returned to Tanpa.19 20 * 22 23

Gray recommended that a lot and building be purchased immediately

at Coldn. F. J. Paez was to be placed there as missionary, receiv­

ing help from Daniel. Missions were also to ba established in
XI- 21the surrounding area.

Because of its unstable population, Guanabacoa was a hard

town in which to do mission work. It had a floating population

of fifteen thousand, largely made up of people engaged in work in

Havana. Gray felt M. M. Calejo could be transferred to another

point, leaving Guanabacoa under the direction of the Havana pastor.
22As a result a less expensive house could be secured in Guanabacoa.

Gray also recommended that mission work be begun as soon

as possible on the Isle of Pines. The Board was to secure a lot

and build a modest chapel. McCall or Daniel was to begin visiting

the island occasionally holding preaching services

As Havana was the capital and commercial center of Cuba,

Gray felt the Baptist work should be reinforced there for it would 

19Ibid.

2^Ibid.j McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 29*
pT

Gray, report on trip to Cuba, January and February, 190$,
in Minutes, February 17, 1?OJ>.

22Ibid.

23Ibid.
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strengthen the whole island. The Calvaiy Church was in good condi­

tion, having a large attendance at its Cuban services at night and

a fair attendance at the English-speaking services in the morning.

Gray preached at the morning and evening services both Sundays

he was in Havana. On the first Sunday night after the services

five deacons were ordained and several candidates were baptized.

The following Sunday night F. J. P4ez was ordained for the ministry,

as he was to work at Col6n. The Church was also holding weekly

prayer meetings and a Sunday school on Sunday morning. Probably

the largest Cuban congregation on the island, the Calvary Church

was having frequent baptisms and was growing in influence. There

were three other mission stations in Havana where the Baptists

were holding meetiigs.

Gray felt Daniel was doing a good job as superintendent

of the work, and pastor of the Calvary Church. When McCall

arrived and had time to learn Spanish he was to take over Daniel’s

pastoral duties. Both McCall and Daniel were to help Miss Myrtle

Morris who was working among the deaf mutes in Havana. A graduate

of the Institute for Deaf Mutes, Cave Springs, Georgia, she was a

deaf mute herself, whom the Board described as ”a woman of rare

intelligence and consecration.” She was the first missionary sent

by any board to Cuba to do this sort of work. The Board felt that

2^Ibid.

2^Ibid.



206

through her work it would have an open door to certain groups it

could not otherwise reach. McCall, soon to arrive in Cuba, was

to preach in English at the morning services at the Jan4 building

and in the evenings at Vedado. He was also to give instruction

in Bible and Baptist doctrines to the young men who had been

licensed for the ministry. Daniel was to do as much evangelistic

work as possible and to lead in opening new work in various parts

of the island.

Gray made a number of recommendations in regard to the

work at Havana. The cemetery should immediately be put in good

shape. A lot was needed in Vedado. As soon as the law suit was

settled, Gray recommended selling the Jan£ property. Otherwise
98heavy and costly improvements would soon be necessary. “ As there

had been incidences of alcoholic beverages being sold by those

who had rented the commercial area of the Jan6 property, 7 Gray

recommended that when the existing lease expired, the Board

require in every future lease that no liquors of any kind be sold

on the premises. This was also to be included in all subleases.

Gray further recommended that Daniel open missions in any new areas

of Havana where it seemed desirable and that the Board purchase

property with a view to permanent locations of missions in strategic

^’Sixtieth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,11
Annual, 1905, 191-192.

2?Gray, report on trip to Cuba, January and February, 1905,
in Minutes, February 17, 1905*

28Ibid.

2^Minutes, September 13, 190h, and January 3, 1905 
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parts of Havana. He also felt the Board should open the long dis­

cussed college by the fall of 1905, as Havana contained one-sixth

of Cuba’s population and was growing rapidly.^0

After spending two weeks in Cuba, Gray felt that the mission

work was in better condition than ever before. Although the Jand

property was still in litigation and legal matters proceeded slowly

in Cuba, the attorneys of the Board believed tie final decision

would come soon and be in the Board's favor. In regard to the

work as a whole Gray proposed that the Cuban workers be engaged

by the year, thus eliminating embarrassment in case a change was

desirable. In addition, the Board needed at least one American

for each province.^

Many of the recommendations made by Gray were approved at

the Board's April meeting. Franqui was moved from Cienfuegos to

be in charge of the work at Trinidad. M. M. Cale jo was to take

Franqui's place at Cienfuegos while Eugenio Cale jo, his younger

brother, was to serve at Santa Clara. Cabrera was put in charge

at Havana while he attempted to regain his health, and A. S.

Rodrfguez, a man M. M. Calejo had won, was to serve as assistant

missionary at Havana, serving Guanabacoa also. W. H. Diaz was

placed in charge of the work at Santo Domingo, Cruces, and

Palmira. The Board hired Primo Navarro to work as an evangelist

in the rural areas around Cienfuegos. As recommended by Gray,

3°Gray, report on trip to Cuba, January and February, 1905,
in Minutes, February 17, 1905*

^rbid 
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the Board decided to begin hiring its missionaries in Cuba for one

year instead of for indefinite appointments as before.The Board

provided for Gray to open negotiations with the Rev. K. M. Dedrick

who was working on the Isle of Pines. At its May meeting the Board

voted to hire Dedrick as a missionary in the Isle of Pines, pur­

chasing the property he owned there valued at one thousand dollars
33to be used for mission purposes.

In the early morning of February 15, Dr. M. N. McCall,

who was to give his life to Baptist mission work in Cuba, saw the

country for the first time. On shore C. D. Daniel and D. A. Wilson,

a missionary of American Baptists working in the eastern part of

the island, welcomed McCall. Daniel first took him to the home
3h 35of the Joerg family, where he was residing.

McCall had left his wife and three small children in Tampa

with some friends until he found a house. He was then to return

to bring them to Cuba. Daniel helped McCall search for a house.

Available houses were not advertised, except for an occasional

placard on the front door. Having no alternative, McCall and

Daniel would start out walking and looking, asking an occasional

passer-by on the street if he knew of a vacant house. They would

also inquire at corner groceries where owners of nearby vacant

houses left their keys. The grocer was glad to act as agent free

^^Minutes, April h, 190$*

33Minutes, May 2, 190£.

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 9-10.

3^Ibid., 12.
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of charge as he hoped to gain a new customer*  Many times peoole

would walk blocks out of the way to show a vacant house. After

a two-week search, McCall and Daniel finally located a house, the

rent for which was a third of McCall's salary.* 3^

During his first two weeks in Cuba McCall attended two

mission Sunday schools in Havana. About twenty were in attendance

at each one of these. There were also mid-week preaching services

at these two places and a Cuban lady had a small day school at

one of them. McCall also went to Guanabacoa with Daniel. The

small church there had disbanded when M. M. Cale jo was needed in

Cienfuegos and had become a mission of the Havana church. A

young Cuban went with Daniel and McCall to do the preaching. The

only congregation was a deacon, his wife and his two daughters.

McCall and Daniel went by train to Pinar del Rio to survey the

work there. V£Lth third class tickets they rode the 125 miles on

seats formed by one board to sit on and another on which to lean

back. Almost everything was on the train as baggage, including

numerous fighting cocks, each in his little bag with holes cut for
37

ventilation.

McCall preached in the English services of the Calvary

Church in Havana held at the Jan6 building. He described the JantS

building, called the Baptist Temple, as being in bad repair. Await­

ing the outcome of the law suit involving it, the Board had made

only necessary repairs. Termites had eaten the wooden floor leaving

36Ibid., 12-13.

3?lbid., 16-17•
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it full of holes. Some of the cast iron legs of the ancient opera

chairs in the auditorium were tied up with wire. The overhead

ceiling that had been made of canvas and painted blue was water

stained by many leaks in the roof, and was hanging in tatters.

There was not enough plumbing in the building and no sewerage
38connection of any kind.

After two weeks in Cuba McCall returned to Florida for

his family. They arrived in Havana March 1$ with no cne to meet

them, as Daniel was in Santa Clara Province. McCall took his wife

and children to the rented house, which was vacant except for a

few things McCall had purchased from the Joergs. The Joergs, how­

ever, lent them some furnishings until the McCalls*  furniture
39

arrived a month later.'

When Daniel returned to Havana a few days later he was

disturbed for two reasons. He had had another hemorrhage while

in the interior and therefore was disturbed about his health.

Another reason for his concern was the political campaign being

waged. Daniel found it very heated in some places with anti-

American sentiment. Listening to a political meeting at Trinidad,

Daniel had heard one speaker say, ’’They tell us if we do not re­

elect Estrada Palma the Americans will come back to Cuba. Let

them come, we will meet them at the sea shore with our machetes

and they will be sorry they came.” As Daniel was the only American

in that isolated place at the time, he spent a sleepless night

and before going to bed tried to devise some way of escape in case

38Ibid., lli-l^.

39Ibid., 20.
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they should come for him. His fears, however, proved to be un­

founded.^0

Being settled in Cuba, McCall immediately set out to

learn Spanish. As A. U. Cabrera had been brought from Santa

Clara to Havana for a few months’ rest, he, along with Miss

Gertrude Joerg, began to teach McCall Spanish. McCall had a

class at seven in the morning with Miss Joerg and another at
ten with Cabrera.^

In the first part of April, 1905, McCall wrote sane of

his impressions from Cuba. He felt it was practically a nation

without a religion. He quoted a young American businessman who

traveled widely in Cuba as saying, ’’Cuba is not Roman Catholic.

The best of the Cubans, especially the men, have no confidence

whatever in the priests. They have seen the gross inconsistencies

of their lives and sneer at them openly. Cuba is a land without

any religion.

The work seemed ’’exceedingly hopeful” to McCall. Cabrera,

whom McCall described as ”a man of culture and eloquence,” had

preached the preceding Sunday night to an audience of 150. This

was only a fair congregation. During the six weeks that McCall

had been in Havana the congregations had seldom fallen below that

on Sunday nights, usually being nearer two hundred. The people

k°lbid.

^Ibid., 21.

^"McCall to Christian Index, n.d., Christian Index, LXXV
(April 13, 1905), h.
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listened with interest and there had been requests for prayer and 

applicants for baptism at nearly every service. McCaLl had seen

during those weeks as many as seventy-five at the Friday night

prayer meeting. On Sunday mornings McCall was preaching in English

to audiences ranging from twenty-five to forty-five. The Baptists

in Havana had recently organized an English-speaking Sunday school

in the modern suburb, Vedado. A small number of Baptists from the

United States formed the nucleus of this work.^3

McCall praised the work of Daniel who had labored under

great difficulties in Cuba for five years. For Daniel it had been

a period of sacrifice and self-denial. McCall expressed his esteem

of Daniel when he said, ttIf, at the end of five years, the Lord

shall have given to me the heart and ear of the Cuban people as

Bro. Daniel has them to-day, I shall count it a cause for deepest

gratitude.

In mid-April Daniel told McCall that he planned to propose

him as pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church, Spanish-speaking. As

McCall was just beginning the study of the language, he protested.

Daniel was going away, however, and pointed out, nOur few Cuban

preachers are good, but they are not perfect, and I am afraid of

jo al nimi os and rivalries if any one of them is asked to be pastor.”

Thus McCall became pastor in April, 1905, with a young Cuban candi­

date for the ministry as helper. McCall described their arrange­

ment as follows: "I preached in English while he held down a chair

^3Ibid.

^Ibid.
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in the morning. He preached in Spanish while I held down a chair

at night.” McCall had three deacons in his new church, Cortifia,

Yero, and Jimenez. Cortifia and Yero thought their principal duties

were to move around in the congregation during the service, to chase

cats that strayed in from the streets in numbers, and to go to the

front door every few minutes to see if there were enemies outside.^

Cortina accepted McCall, but was not very happy over the pastoral

change. Some months later when McCall had stumbled through his

first sermon in Spanish, Cortifia asked to be allowed to lead in

prayer, and prayed, "We thank thee, Oh Lord, that we have lived
to hear our pastor speak to us in our own beautiful language."^

One of McCall’s early steps as new pastor was to organize

a board of deacons. The meeting was called with Daniel present,

who insisted that McCall preside and let him serve as interpreter.

Yero asked to be allowed to read a paper. This was his resigna­

tion as deacon setting forth at great length the reasons that led

him to take such a step. When the interpreter told McCall what

it meant (as he later reflected) he was so new in Cuba that he

thought things meant what they said. McCall replied that he was

sorry but in view of the reasons presented, and as it seemed Yero

had thought it all through, there seemed to be nothing to do but

accept the resignation. Then Yero began to talk excitedly saying

that when he wrote his resignation he did not know the church was

going to have a board of deacons, but now that there were signs

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 22.

^6Ibid., 23.
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of new life in the church administration he was willing to with­

draw his resignation. Daniel pointed out to McCall later than he

was wise in his ignorance, as Yero did not mean to resign and it

almost killed him when McCall suggested that his resignation be
accepted.^7

The first of May, 190$, Daniel left for the Southern Bsptist

Convention in Kansas City. McCall was not cheered by Daniel's part-
* )iR

ing words, that he did not know whether he would return or not.

Daniel spoke to the Southern Baptist Convention bearing

greetings from the Baptists in western Cuba. He emphasized the

necessity of having Americans working with foreigners in the native

field. He felt that neither alone were worth much. Daniel used

the example of the practice prevalent in Cuba among the Baptist

preachers of consecrating babies to the Lord. When the American

preachers showed them in the Scriptures why Baptists did not do

this, the practice was dropped. Daniel felt if the Americans had

not been there the practice would have continued indefinitely.

In its annual report to the Convention the Board stated

that there were thirty-three missionaries working in Cuba at

thirty—one churches and stations. There had been ninety-four bap­

tisms and twenty-three received by letter during the past year

for 117 total additions. Just over twenty thousand dollars had

^7Ibid., 23-2h.

^Ibid., 21|.

^C. D. Daniel, Speech before the Southern Baptist Convention
Christian Index, LXXXV (May 18, 1905), 7«
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been spent on the work."’ The Calvary Church in Havana had grown

to more than one hundred Cuban members with congregations on Sunday

night from one hundred to 250. The English congregations were
ranging from twenty to fifty.'’1

By the summer of 1905 Alberto Diaz's mother had severed

her connection with the Landmark Gospel I'lission Baptist Church

of which Diaz was pastor. She had joined the Congregational

Church of Havana. Quite a number of Diaz's members had joined
52other denominations.

McCall had a feeling of helplessness in the summer of

1905 when Daniel did not return. In August McCall and his family
returned to Florida where their fourth child was born.*̂  There

McCall went through a decisive experience. After three months on

the Cuban field everything was so different from what he had ex­

pected. The matter of mere living presented so many problems

and the task seemed so vast and impossible, that McCall hinted to

his uncle that perhaps he had been hasty in offering himself for

service outside his homeland, however sincere he had been in being

willing to go where it seemed there was no one else ready to go.

(McCall admitted that a call from a Florida church which had fol­

lowed him to Cuba may have exerted some influence on his ideas.)

^"Sixtieth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1905, 158.

Albid., 193.

-* 2C. D. Daniel, article in Baptist Standard, reprinted in
Christian Index, LXXXV (July 20, 1905),

'’-^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 21|.

-’kfbid., 25$ Minutes, August 1, 19O5»
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He received cold comfort from his uncle who hinted that after a

man had put a mission board to the expense of transporting him to

a distant field, the worker ought to stay at least five years.

McCall decided to go back for five years.

Returning alone to Havana the last of August, all the pas­

sengers on McCall’s ship were put into quarantine for a week.

Yellow fever had broken out in New Orleans and Cuba had quarantined

against Gulf ports. While in quarantine Daniel, who had just

returned to Cuba, visited McCall. To McCall’s disappointment he

told him that he had decided to retire definitely from the Cuban

work.-^ Daniel did not leave immediately, however.

An article by McCall in the Christian Index, September,

190^, described a typical Sunday in his life as a missionary:

The missionaiy goes at 9 a.m. to the church, where
a Bible class is taught in the native tongue from 9
tilx 10. Before this is concluded his English-speaking
congregation is coming in, and at 10 he preaches to
them. He does not have an over-flowing house at this
season, because the tourist tide has turned North
instead of South now, and he knows beforehand, almost,
who will be there, and that they will not be many.
But he always preaches and always has an audience.
As his home is two miles or more away, he has not time
to reach it and return before his next service, so he
must take his breakfast at some convenient restaurant.
At 12:30 he is in a distant part of the city, helping
in a Sunday-school, whose lady superintendent is one
of the loyal members of Calvary church. From the close
of this school till the opening of the next at 2 p.m.,
he barely has time to take the good long walk that
separates them. Two o’clock finds him at another school,
whose superintendent is another Cuban lady, who has her
work well in hand and attracts a great many children.
This school is possibly the best on the island. There

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 25-26.

56ibid., 26-27.

-^Minutes, December 5, 1905*
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are many bright-faced, well dressed boys and girls from
six to fifteen years of age. Their brightness and respect­
ful attention, and their diligence, not only in study­
ing the current lesson, but in reciting publicly many
portions of Scripture, are a constant joy to the workers.
Many pupils are in for a while and move away, but there
is consolation in the thought that they carry with them
many precious gems of gospel truth in their minds, and
we trust also in their hearts. But those who move away
are outnumbered by the new ones who come in, and we
praise God that He is helping us to get hold of some
of the children. No man can look at this school and
say that our work is in vain. Fran it we expect future
workers in the evangelization of Cuba to come.

But the benediction is pronounced, and the missionary
must hurry to get to his English speaking Sunday-school
which meets in a distant suburb at b o'clock. This is
a new departure, and as yet is small, but it is a "sure
enough'1 Sunday-school. A part of the hour's work is
by way of preparation for Children's Day, which they
will observe in due time.

The concluding service of the day is at 8 o'clock
in the central church. This is the one preaching ser­
vice for the Cuban people on Sunday. There are three
others, however, during the week, in as many different
parts of the city. Here he finds a good congregation
for Havana, and there is an excellent practical sermon
by a cultured and consecrated Cuban preacher.

The missionary turns homeward, weary but not dis­
couraged, at 9:30. His way leads him through Central
Park, where he sees not less than 5,000 people, who
will be there for an hour longer, listening to the usual
Sunday—night concert. He is saddened at the thought
that they have not heard a heavenly message that day,
that they are "without God and without hope." But his
1 i fa' a purpose is strengthened, and he prsys that to
him may be honestly spplied the words of the beautiful
hymn he has quoted in the morning sermon:

"Not I, but Christ, in lowly silent laborj
Not . I, but Christ in humble, earnest toil;

Christ, only Christi no show, no ostentationj ^g
Christ, none but Christ, the gatherer of the spoil."-’

Cabrera, having rested in Havana, returned to Santa Clara

in the fall of 1905.^ The Board had recently purchased property

N. McCall, "A Sunday's Work in Havana," Christian
Index, LXXXV (September 21, 1905), h*

^Minutes, September 5, 1905*
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at Santa Clara valued at five thousand dollars. Eugenio Calejo

returned to Havana to work there.Miss Morris had given up her

school for deaf mutes in Havana as a result of her marriage.

In October the Board terminated the services of W. H. Diaz of

Cienfuegos as he had fallen into habits of intemperance.^ By

December the Board had received Daniel’s resignation which they
6Uaccepted with regret.

A new move was undertaken by the Board in October when

plans were made for the establishment of a seminary under McCall’s

direction. He was to give instruction to five young men who

desired to begin studying in a formal way in preparation for the

ministry. The Board voted to employ these five to do mission work

and prosecute their studies at the same time, paying them twenty-

five dollars per month. The Board also took steps toward opening

the long-discussed pay school in Havana. To aid in this work the
Board appointed Miss Hattie Mooc(y, a teacher from Memphis,^ and

AA A 7
Dr. L. T. Mays from Houston, Texas, who had a Th.D. degree. '

^Minutes, June 21i, 1905 •

^^Minutes, September 5, 190$.

^^Minutes, June 2h, 1905.

^Minutes, October 3, 1905*

^^Minutes, December 5, 1905*

^Minutes, October 3, 1905•

^Minutes, December 5, 1905*

T. Mays, Cuban-American College (Atlanta, n.d.), 1.
(A pamphlet in the files of the Koine Mission Board, Atlanta.)
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In January of 1906 Grqy, accompanied by his wife, made his
68annual visit to Cuba*  On January 29 McCall and the Grays traveled

from Havana to Matanzas to attend the first meeting after its organi­

zation of the West Cuba Baptist Convention. After three hours of

travel by train third class, a delegation of Baptists met them at

the depot and conducted them to the home of the pastor, Cova, where

they were entertained during the meeting.Mrs. Gray afterward

spoke highly of Cova's daughter, Pura, who had been educated at

Judson College in Alabama, and of Mrs. Cova, whom she described

as ”a model preacher’s wife.”70 Cova had reached some of the well-

to-do class in Matanzas. Doha Mercedes Cabarrocas, wife of a

wealthy citizen of Matanzas, was converted early in the history

of the mission. The Torres family was a large family of the better
71class that were faithful members in this church also.

All the Baptist pastors in Cuba attended the convention
72except Franqui of Trinidad. The mayor of Matanzas gave the

73welcoming address. 1 Early in the meeting the delegates elected

McCall president of the convention, succeeding Daniel who had

^^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 28.

N. McCall, "Baptists in Cuba,” Christian Index, LXXXVI
(March 8, 1906),

7°Mrs. B. D. Gray, "A Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field, XVII
(March, 1906), 1, 3*

71McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 52.

7^B. D. Gray, "Cuba,” Our Home Field, XVII (April, 1906), 3-h<

7^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 52.
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recently resigned as missionaiy.7^1 McCall had considerable diffi­

culty presiding over the meeting when the articles of a constitu­

tion for the convention were presented*  There were often long di a—

cussions when McCall was uncertain what was being said, having

studied Spanish for Less than a year. As Cova, who was secretary

of the convention, spoke English, he assisted McCall through the

meeting and the constitution was adopted*

In commenting on the success of this meeting McCall stated,

"tohat a wonderful promoter of life and liberty is the gospel of

Jesus Christi And how admirable Baptist polity adapts itself to

any people, anywhere.” At the convention meeting the churches

reported encouraging progress made during the year. The Havana

church reported the most baptisms, having baptized forty during the

past year. A missionary spirit was evident at the gathering with

many expressing a desire to reach out to the regions surrounding

their fields. Several of the delegates made addresses on doctrinal

and practical subjects which McCall described as being of "a high

order.m76 The convention, in addition, took steps toward the found­

ing of a denominational paper.* 76 77 * Santa Clara was designated to host
y O

the convention the following year.

7^McCall, "Baptists in Cuba,” Christian Index, LXXXVI (March 8,
1906), 5.

7'’McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 23-29*

76McCall, "Baptists in Cuba,11 Christian index, LXXXVI
(March 3, 190o), 5.

77McCall, A Baptist Generation m Cuba, 29.

7®Grsy, "Cuba," Our Home Field, ZVII (April, 1906), 3-h*
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After the convention McCall with Dr. and Mrs. Gray visited

the mission work in Col6n, Sagua la Grande, Santo Domingo, and
79Cienfuegos. At Coldn a small congregation had been disrupted

by an incident involving their former paster.®0 They were beginning

to recover under the leadership of their new pastor, F. J. PSez,* 81 82

8 2a young lawyer, who had been on the field less than a year.

At Cienfuegos M. M. Calejo had been serving as pastor for

a year and had baptized a number of converts. He was preaching

at several points in the city and also doing evangelistic work in
On

the adjoining cities of Cruces and Palmira.0”3 More than any of

the others, Calejo had the gift of inspiring young men to service.

Four young men Calejo helped reach who becane outstanding Baptist

leaders were A. S. Rodriguez, A. T. Bequer, Edelmiro Becerra, and
pi

Miguel Angel Calliero. 1 McCall described Calejo as a theologian.
OH

In his library he had the best books, and was familiar with them. '

Gray noted that the church at Cienfuegos was in good condition
86with bright prospects for the future. While in Cienfuegos McCall 

^McCall, "Baptists in Cuba, " Christian Index, LXXXVI
(March 8, 1906), f>.

®°Above, 20h.

81McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 29.

82McCall, "Baptists in Cuba," Christian Index, LXXXVI
(March 8, 1906), £.

®^Gray, "Cuba," Our Home Field, XVII (April, 1906), 3-h*

8^Una Roberts Lawrence, Cuba for Christ (Atlanta, 1926), 163.

8%fcCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 29-30.

8^Gray, "Cuba," Our Home Field, XVII (April, 1906), 3-b*
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and the Grays saw the country evangelist Primo Navarro, who was

going through the country areas preaching and distributing tracts.

McCall said of him, "He sleeps often in the woods and fields, washes

his own clothes in the rivers, and endures many hardships for Jesus

Christ . • • • He seems to have but one aim and that is to preach

Jesus to the country and village people.” McCall likened Navarro's
on

consecration and singleness of purpose to that of the Apostle Paul.0'

At Sagua la Grande McCall and the Grays were guests in the

home of the prominent physician Dr. Francisco Rodriguez, who served
88as pastor without salary. The Baptists had a beautiful lot there

89and badly needed a house of worship. Concepcidn Rodriguez, the

pastor's daughter, was a great help in the work at Sagua la Grande.

She was a graduate of the Havana Conservatory of Music and used

her talents in the church, especially working with the children's

choir. She also helped direct the Sunday school, often translating
90lesson helps from English to Spanish.

At Santo Domingo the Baptists had a mission but no church.

Grey felt a worker was needed here and that the American colonies
91located nearby would lend assistance.

^McCall, "Baptists in Cuba," Christian Index, LXXXVI
(March 8, 1906), £.

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 29-30.

^McCall, "Baptists in Cuba," Christian Index, LXXXVI
(March 8, 1906),

Gray, "A Visit to Cuba," Our Home Field, XVII
(March, 19*06),  2.

^Gray, "Cuba," Our Home Field, XVII (April, 1906), 3-1*.
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Miss Hattie May Moody, appointed by the Board to teach in

Havana’s new Baptist school, arrived in Havana January 23, 1906.^2

Miss Moody described some interesting experiences of a Sunday soon

after she arrived in Cuba. A large number of tourists attended

the English services of the Calvary Church. A woman guest from

Florida pledged one hundred dollars to repair the pulpit and the

organ. After the service Miss Moody noticed a Cuban couple who

were apparently troubled about something. They wanted to get married

but did not have enough money to pay the priest. McCall agreed to

perform the ceremony for them the following day. Miss Moody rode

in a street car to a Cuban Sunday school held in the home cf a

young woman who gave her parlor to be used for the Sunday school.

Miss Moody described the room thus: "This room contains but one

picture, a map of Cuba, the chairs and a hone-made table on which

is a cover made of a tow sack, the threads of which have been drawn

and worked with red, blue, and yellow threads, but she gives her

best room, her time and efforts to lead her own people from dark­

ness into light.” Miss Moody described the children at the school

as clean, quiet, and interested. The Havana church had organized

a Baptist Young People’s Union which met at seven on Sunday night.

This Union had about seventy-five in regular attendance. On this

particular Sunday night McCall baptized Rafael Fraguela who was to
9^become an outstanding Baptist preacher in Cuba.

?2>’Two New Workers for Cuba,” Our Home Field, XVII (March,
1906), 2. .

^Hattie May Moody, "A Sunday in Havana, ” Our Home Field,
XVII (April, 1906), I;.
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By the spring of 1906 the premium on American money had

greatly decreased making the salaries of the missionaries nearly

twenty-five per cent less in purchasing power. The Board decided

to increase the salaries of the Cuban missionaries to compensate

for this loss and according to the need in different areas.

Mr. Van Vranken of Michigan, who was living at Santo

Domingo, Cuba, had proposed that he together with other American

residents would undertake to contribute $2^0 toward the support

of a missionary to work at Santo Domingo and adjacent towns.

The Board accepted this proposition and instructed McCall to

send one of the missionaries there at once to labor until seme

permanent appointment could be made. Another request came

from a Dr. W. A. Haley of Houston, Texas, who was a graduate of

Chicago Medical College and Tulane Medical College, and a professor

of histology, bacteriology, and pathology in the Texas Dental

College. He desired to go to Havana as a medical missionary and

establish a hospital in connection with the College the Baptists

were about to open. If appointed he would turn over to the Board

four thousand dollars at eight per cent interest to be used toward

the establishment of such a hospital on condition that the hospital

be established and maintained and that he be put in charge as physi­

cian in chief. The Board felt this work would be a great service

in Havana5^ but in view of the financial pressure during the year

^Minutes, April 3, 1906.

^Minutes, March 6, 1906.

^Minutes, April 3, 1906.
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and the importance of building chapels in Cuba, it was not expedient

to accept the offer.

The dispute with O'Halloran had hurt the work at Ranchuelo

for a while, but the outlook had improved. However, the Pathol i <?.q,

who had not worked there until the Baptists began, were now working
98in Ranchuelo. K. M. Dedrick was continuing the work on the Isle

of Pines, and had gained the favor of the Cubans." He had distributed

two thousand tracts in Spanish and had ordered Spanish Testaments

from the American Bible Society in Havana. He did not yet have a

command of the Spanish language but with his Spanish commentary

and the help of a Cuban friend did the best he could. Dedrick

was on good terms with the two priests there, but they did tell

their people not to attend the Protestant church. However, many

attended anyway.

In the summer of 1906 McCall visited the mission work at

Santa Clara and Trinidad. On the Sunday McCall attended the

Santa Clara Church there were fifty children in the Sunday school

even though it was a rainy day. There were several children who

had not been absent a single Sunday for two years. Many whole

families were members here, including father, mother, and all the

"Minutes, June 16, 1906.

^^’’Sixty-First Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1906, 188.

"k. M. Dedrick to Home Mission Board, February 12, 1906,
in ibid., 190.

100Dedrick to Home Mission Board, March 18, 1906, ’’Sixty-
First Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,” Annual, 1906, 190.
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young people.10^ Among those McCall met at Santa Clara was a

young lady teacher from the rural area near the city. Two years

earlier she was converted when the pastor preached in a village

near her home. She then began to witness anong her family and

friends. This made life hard for heij and her brother even had

her put in jail on one occasion. However, she had won her mother,
102two sisters, and many of her neighbors.

McCall described Trinidad as one of the towns where the

Roman Catholic Church was strongest in Cuba. Franqui had been

working there a year and had a church of eight members and forty

awaiting baptism. One of the deacons there was an outstanding

speaker* ^03

When Estrada Palma was re-elected President of Cuba in

1906 by the moderates, the liberals claimed the election had

been stolen*  This touched off an uprising by the liberals

against the Cuban government under Estrada Palma.This revolt,

begun in August, lasted until the United States under the Platt

N. McCall, ’’From Cuba," Christian Index, LKXXVI
(June 7, 1906), 5-

lO^M. McCall, "In Cuba,” Our Home Field, XVII (July,
1906), h.

10^McCall, "From Cuba,” Christian Index, LXXXVI (June 7,
1906),

lO^Graham H. Stuart, Latin America and the United States
(hth ed., New York, 19h3), 22^

10-’Charg($ Jacob Sleeper to Secretary of State, August 21,
1906, Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States,
1906, Part 1, Hereinafter cited as Foreign Relations.
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Amendment set up a provisional government in Cuba, September 29,

1906.106

Even though the Secretary of the Home Mission Board in­

structed the missionaries in Cuba not to participate in the revolu­

tion, the event did affect the mission work in seme areas.

There was a great deal of destruction at Sagua la Grande, leaving

assistant pastor Barredo and some of the members in a destitute
1 aR

condition. The Board gave special help to these. Some stations
109had to be abandoned during the insurrection. One of these was

Santo Domingo where A. S. Rodrfguez was forced to leave after doing

good work for four months.There had been a lot of disturbances

around Cienfuegos which affected the work there. A delay in the

building of a chapel at Coldn had been caused by the fighting.^"

112The political troubles also caused set backs at Trinidad. In

Havana the political difficulties seemed to have little effect on

the Baptist work.^^ Neither had the mission work been interrupted 

lO^Report of Events that Led to the Establishment of the
Provisional Government in Cuba, Foreign Relations, 1906, Part 1, h90

^^Minutes, September h, 1906.

lO^Minutes, August 7, 1906.

10^"Sixty-Second Annual Report of the Home Mission Board, "
Annual, 1907, 18£.

11QIbid., 187.

111"The Cuban Work, ’• Our Home Field, XVIII (November, 1906,

112P. J. Franqui, "Trinidad, Cuba," Our Home Field, XVIII
(March, 1907), 16.

11%. N. McCall, 'Tran Cuba," Christian Index, LXXXVI
(October 25, 1906), 5*
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at Matanzas, as there were no rebel movements in the area. The

meetings continued to be well attended and some new members had

been added to the church. None of the members of Cova’s church

had suffered except in a business way because of the railway traf­

fic being practically at a standstill as a result of the uprising.

Cova felt with peace the work would continue to go forward but

they still especially needed a new church building. The members

were willing to do what they could toward this. On the lot the

church owned there were stones, brick, and tile left from burned

buildings which had been there. Cova felt this was sufficient

material to build half the building. The city regulations would
not permit wooden buildings inside the city limits."^

Hkj. V. Cova, ’’Conditions in Cuba,” Our Home Field, XVIII
(November, l?06), 17-13*



CHAPTER IX

OPENING OF SCHOOLS

AND BUILDING OF CHAPELS, 1906-1909

By the summer of 1906 Dr. L. T. Mays had arrived in Cuba^

to begin the Baptist school for which the Board had planned the

preceding fall. He would be principal of the school as well as

take charge of the work among Americans and other English-
0

speaking people in Havana. As the government was requiring

certain improvements in the plumbing and sidewalks of the Jane

building, one of Mays’s first acts was to obtain permission from

the Board to make some major changes in order that the building

would be more adequate for school use.^ Sidewalks were built,

the apartment area enlarged with air shafts cut for ventilation,

and school rooms were constructed.^1 With these improvements

McCall and Mays were provided apartments in the Jan5 building

as well as extra room to rent.'’ The Board set aside a few months*

^Minutes, Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention, June p, 1906 (in files of the Board, Atlanta). Herein­
after cited as Minutes, followed by the date.

’’Two New Workers for Cuba,1* Our Home Field, XVII (March,
1906), 2.

^Minutes, June 5, 1906.

iiM. N. McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba (Atlanta,
19h2), 3h.

^Minutes, November 6, 1906.
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rent money to be used for desks, blackboards, and other supplies

for the school, as well as to furnish rooms for boarding students.

The Baptist school opened September 22, 1906, as the Cuban-

American College. ’ By the time the school was two weeks old the

enrollment had passed fifty. McCall reported that the Cuban people

were anxious to have their children learn English and have the

advantage of American education in general. Even though they

might not like the Baptist religion they would put aside their

prejudices to have the advantages offered by the school. The con­

tacts through the school were especially advantageous at this time

as many homes were closed to the preacher because of the American
Q

occupation.0 Dr. Mays, serving as principal, had besides Miss
o

Moody five other teachers working with him in the school. There

were more Americans enrolled in this school than any other in

it 10Havana.

The Cuban-American College grew into a school with classes

from kindergarten through the high school course and two years of

college. It conformed to all the requirements of the Cuban Depart­

ment of Education, its graduates being eligible to take the official

^Minutes, September h, 1906.

?L. T. Mays, Cuban-American College (Atlanta, n.d.), 1.

®M. N. McCall, "From Cuba,” Christian Index, LXXXVI (October 2^
1906), $.

9’’Sixty-Second Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1907, 186. Hereinafter
cited as-Annual, followed by the year.

10«0ur Work in Cuba,” Our Home Field, XVIII (April, 1907), 8 



231

examination leading to the A«B. degree, given by the National

Institute of Cuba.^ On one occasion after the national examina­

tions were held Dr. Jorrin, head of the English Department of the

National Institute at Havana, stated that the greater per cent of

the pupils coming up for these examinations were from the mission

schools, and of these the strongest students were from the Cuban-
12American College. The Cubans much admired the teaching methods

of the schools of the United States and highly prized teachers

from that country. Therefore, the mission schools with their

foreign teachers or foreign-trained Cuban teachers were very popu-
13lar. In addition, the public schools in Cuba were not able to

take care of all the children.^ F. J. PSez, the Baptist missionary

at Col6n, declared that the public schools in Cuba under Estrada

Palma had declined in both size and quality*  The number of class­

rooms in his area had gone down from thirty-two during the .American

intervention after the Spanish-American War to sixteen. Only

forty per cent of the school age children attended them. Although

Paez may have had political opinions that colored his views, he

went on to say:

■^History of Southern Baptist Convention Missions in Cuba
(Birmingham, n. d.) • A pamphlet in the liles o£ "the Home Mission
Board, Atlanta*

^Una Roberts Lawrence, Cuba for Christ (Atlanta, 1926),
119-120*

13Ibid., lib*

lilrbid., 120.
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Most of the teachers are unfit for the work for Mr.
Palma’s government cared more for its re-election than
for public instruction, and for this reason the majority
of those teachers obtained their position by political
influences, and not for competence in the task. This
would account for the ridiculous offering made by those
teachers to the government, during the recent revolu­
tion, to organize themselves into soldiery to fight
the insurgents. This would give the measure of a body
of teachers that would confound their high calling with
the material interests of a political party.

P5ez further complained that some of the teachers in the public

schools were putting pressure on the children not to attend the
Baptist Sunday schools.^

In connection with the college, McCall began the proposed

seminary on a formal basis in 1906, though he had already been
17teaching some of the ministerial students. There were five

18young men in this part of the school, but the number soon grew

to nine. These students lived with McCall’s family in the Jan6
19building and were employed by the Board as student missionaries. '

Some of the seminary students had very interesting back­

grounds. One of these, Federico Rodriguez, had lived in the

Canary Islands. His brother-in-law had made a trip to Puerto

1%, J. Pdez, ”Col6n, Cuba,” Our Home Field, XVIII (March,
1907), lh.

16Ibid.

^McCall, ”From Cuba,” Christian Index, LXXXVI (October 2$,
1906),

18Ibid.; McCall, ’Havana Happenings,” Our Home Field, XVIII
(January, 1907), 18*  McCall in his book A Baptist Generation in
Cuba, 3U, gives the beginning number as six but it would seem The
accounts he wrote at the time of the opening of the seminary would
be more accurate.

■^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 3b«



233

Rico where someone had given him a Spanish New Testament. As he

was not interested in the book he gave it to Federico, who was

stirred by the reading of it and desired to have someone explain

it to him. As it was published in the United States, he set out

to go there, but had to stop in Cuba until he could earn enough

money to continue his trip. While in Cuba his search for help

took him to the door of the Jand building. After hearing hi s

story, McCall counseled with him and invited him to the Baptist
20services. He soon was converted and baptized into the church.

Rafael Fraguela was a young men from Spain whose father

had been a traveling merchant in Latin America. After years of

prosperity he experienced failure in business and sent Rafael to

Cuba to work. On his voyage to Cuba Rafael made friends with

two young Spaniards who were members of a church in Marin, founded

by English Baptists. They took Rafael to the Baptist church when
21they arrived in Havana and there he was converted.

Another of the first students at the seminary was Abelardo T

Bequer. His grandfather, who spelled his name Baker, had gone to

Trinidad, Cuba, from Philadelphia, married a Cuban girl, and become

wealthy growing sugar. At Trinidad Baker built a huge mansion,

covering almost an entire block. It was said that at some of

Baker’s parties the fountain in the patio was connected with a

tank of wine on the roof and ran wine instead of water for days at a

McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 35; M. N. McCall,
"The Calling of Federico Rodriguez,” The Home Field, XXI (July,
1910), 11.

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 35-36.
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time. The story was related to McCall that when Baker was build­

ing his house he asked permission from the king of Spain to floor

his immense parlor with Spanish doubloons. The king granted per­

mission on the condition that he would not expose the face of the

king to trampling heels, thus turning them up sideways. Baker

then decided to use Italian marble instead. Baker’s sons ran

through the fortune but the younger of his sons had been sent to

school in Germany where he had come under the influence of the

Baptists. As he missed out on the orgy of family spending, he
22returned home poor to live in Cienfuegos. There the Bequer

family attended the Baptist Church where O’Halloran was pastor* 2^

and Abelardo attended the Baptist mission school opened by O'Halloran

He was converted in 1901. While practicing his trade of mechanic,

Bequer felt called to preach under the ministry of M. M. Calejo

and decided to enter the seminary.^ He eventually earned the

25
Doctor of Civil Law degree at the University of Havana.

Alfredo S. Rodriguez had gone to Key West as a bqy with

his family. There he attended school and college, mastering English*

After the war he returned to Juba where he served as an interpreter
26for the Cuban leaders and North Americans. He was converted

22Ibid., 36-37.

2^a. Pereira Alves, Prominentes EvangtSlicos de Cuba (El Paso,
1936), 12.

2^Una Roberts Lawrence, Missionaries of the Home Mission
Board (Atlanta, 1936), 7.

2^Alves, Prominentes Evang^licos de Cuba, 13*

26ibid., 100-101.
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under the influence of his brother-in-law, M. M. Calejo,27 and was

licensed to preach on November 21i, 190h, by the Baptist Church at

Guanabacoa where Calejo was pastor. He became a student at tte

seminary under McCall. A prolific writer, he published more

material in the Spanish language than any other evangelical writer.2^

Another one of the beginning students was Juan Jos6 Negrfn,

a barber by trade. As a young man he had served as an officer in

the rebel forces fighting in the forests for Cuban independence.

McCall described him as having a nimble tongue and an unusual gift
29of eloquence.

Reinaldo R. Machado was born in Santa Clara and educated

in the public schools there. He was converted in 1899 under the

preaching of A. U. Cabrera and entered the seminary class when it

opened in 1906. Machado also took courses at the Cuban-American

College and eventually received his B.A., M.A., and LL.D, degrees

from the University of Havana.^ He became well known as a lawyer,

poet, author, hymn writer, newspaper columnist, and orator as

well as preacher.At one time when the Board was short of funds

Machado served the national government as legal counselor for the

Department of the Treasury in addition to his missionary work so 

27McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cub a, 38*
pO
°Alves, Promine nt es Evang^licos de Cuba, 102.

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 38-39*

^Lawrence. Missionaries of the Home Mission Board, 13*

^Ibid.i Alves, Prominentes Evang&Licos de Cuba, 6h.
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that his usual salary could be used for the support of other
, 32workers.

Edelmiro Becerro was a Congregational preacher in Cienfuegos,

where he came into contact with M. M. Calejo and Baptist teachings.

Preferring these doctrines, he was baptized by Calejo and studied

under him for a time. Later he attended the seminary in Havana,

studying under McCall.^ The others who made up the first nine

seminary students were Rodrfguez Ponce and Miguel Cabrera.^

McCall used these young men to open mission stations in

Havana and by October, 1906, they were holding services every night
35

of the week. The students also worked with McCall from time to

time in such projects as painting, repairing and renovating the

Jane building

In the fall of 1906 the Calvary Church in Havana experienced

a period of growth. McCall reported that the church received candi­

dates for baptism almost every Sunday for a month. On one Sunday

night five were received for baptism and two by letter. The recent

improvements in the building had made it look more like a church

than a theatre, thus increasing its appeal. Many who came to see

the changes stayed to hear the message and the attendance had

^Lawrence, Missionaries of the Home Mission Board, 13*
~ MM*  ——— II ■ — I.—.— MM—

33^. m. Calejo, "A New Church Organized," Our Home Field,
XIX (October, 1907), 90-91*

^Lawrence, Cuba for Christ, 232.

3^McCall, "From Cuba," Christian Index, LXXXVI (October 25,
1906), 5.

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 39.
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37improved*  One of the new converts was a young physician with

his degree from a New York coliege who had been working in the

suburbs bringing in other converts.3®

At Cienfuegos M. M. Calejo reported that although the

people were indifferent to religious matters, many of the f ami lies

opened the doors of their houses that he might witness to them.

He had talked to 275 families in this way. Calejo was being assisted

by Manuel Rodriguez Ponce, a young man who had been converted under

his ministry there. They were holding services twice a week in the

Baptist Church, and at two mission stations, as well as preaching

in the civil hospital every Sunday afternoon. Calejo also made

missionary trips to Eanchuelo each Monday, Cruces on Tuesday, and

Palmira on Friday where he preached at night. The pastor and his

helper distributed every month over four thousand pages of tracts

on "Baptist Principles and Teachings," written by Calejo, printed

in Cienfuegos, and paid for by the church there. Calejo was teach­

ing his church to contribute to the general work of the Board and

it had thus given fifteen dollars for that purpose from March to

July. As his people liked to read, Calejo felt a particular need
39

for literature in Spanish.''

■^McCall, "Havana Happenings," Our Home Field, XVHI
(January, 1907), 18.

^^McCall, "From Cuba, " Christian Index, LXXXVI (October 25,
1906), 5.

3?m. M. Calejo, "Condition of Cienfuegos and Several Other
Places, " Our Home Field, XVIII (January, 1907), llj.



238

jit its iku.gu.st meeting in 1906 the Home Mission Board

decided to appoint W. T. Rouse of Texas as missionary at Santa

Clara if he passed a stiff physical examination.4^ In November,

McCall felt Rev. K. M. Dednck had accomplished all he could on

the Isle of Pines and, as he had learned Spanish, the Board decided
to move him to Cuba.^

The attorneys of the Home Mission Board sent word in

January, 1907, that the suit over the Jane property had been

decided in favor of the Board by the Supreme Court. This meant

that a final decision had been made by the court of highest appeal

in Cuba. As the case was decided on its merits and not on techni­

calities, there could be no further claims by the Gethsemane Church
h2on the Board's property. The Board’s reaction to this news

recorded in the minutes was, "We are sure no news from Cuba could
)

bring greater relief to our Board." The suit had been very
costly, amounting to six thousand dollars according to McCall.4^

However, soon after this settlement the Board was offered eighty

thousand dollars, and later one hundred thousand dollars for the

building, but it refused to sell.^ The Cuban government planned 

k°Minutes, August 7, 1906.

^^Minutes, November 6, 1906.

^Attorneys Conant and Wright to Home Mission Board, Havana,
January 1907, in Minutes, January 8, 1907•

^Minutes, January 8, 1907*

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 16.

^"Sixty-Second Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 1907, 186.
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to build a half million dollar post office diagonally across the

street from the Board’s property.^

In the latter part of January and early in February, 1907,

Dr. B. D» Gray made his annual trip to Cuba?4? He reported the

work as being in a hopeful condition with many awaiting baptism.

Mine persons were baptized into the Calvary Church the two Sunday

evenings he was in Havana. Gray found some friction had arisen

between Miss Moody and Dr. Mays in regard to the school work. It

seemed that she was insubordinate to the principal and had been

suspended a few days before his arrival. After a thorough investi­

gation Gray endorsed the course of Mays and agreed for Miss Moody
10

to retire from the work February 1, receiving her February salary. '

The Cuban Baptists held their third annual convention in

Santa Clara in the early part of 1907*  Representatives were present

from all the churches except Trinidad. Dr. E. F. Rodrfguez, pastor
)'9at Sagua la Grande, preached the convention sermon. ■* At this

meeting the Baptists decided to undertake the publication of a

denominational paper without assistance from the Board. It was

agreed that each worker would give a dollar a month and each mis­

sion would be asked to give the same amount. They would then seek

subscriptions. The paper was to be a twelve-page semi-montnly

^”0ur Work in Cuba,” Our Home Field, XVIII (April, 1907), 7

k?Havana Post, February 3, 1907, 7.

^Minutes, March 5, 1907.

^”0ur Work in Cuba,” Our Home Field, XVIII (April, 1907), 7
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50publication, entitled Sidn. J. V. Cova was elected editor with

F« J*  Pa©z, M. PI. Cale jo, and M. N. McCall as associate editors.

Pdez was to be business manager’1 and McCall was to be in charge

of the doctrinal page. The paper was successful from the begin­

ning serving as a means of communication between the scattered

churches and helping unify them into a denominational group.

McCall said that Cova was "a writer of unusual ability as well as
52the ’old man eloquent' of the Cuban ministry." Cova wrote

almost constantly and maintained relations with many intellectuals

of Cuba and foreign countries. He translated a number of books,

especially on religion, from English to Spanish. Because of his

writings and many relations with Latin American intellectuals

the ’’Ateneo de El Salvador" of Central America, an institution

of literary character, honored Cova with the title of Socio

Correspond!ente en Cuba. Cova spoke with perfection English,

53Spanish, and French.

. In the first part of 1907 Franqui reported some of the

difficulties he was having in the work at Trinidad. He found it

hard to deal with both the indifference of the intellectual classes

and the ’’fanaticism of the ignorant classes." In addition there

had been a depression which caused a great amount of suffering.

^°McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 57•

^"Sixty-Third Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 1908, 21h.

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 57-58.

Alves, Prominentes Evang^licos de Cuba, 29-30.
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As the Baptists owned no church building in Trinidad they were

called "birds of passage." In spite of these problems, Franqui

reported his church as making progress. There were twenty-three

members in full communion with seventy-five candidates awaiting

baptism. This total number of ninety-eight was equally divided

between men and women. One thing that had hindered the baptisms

was the intense cold. Franqui reported the temperatures dropping

to ten and six degress in places on the island, the coldest it had

ever been in Cuba. He had preached in Rio Cana four miles from

Trinidad by invitation and had had invitations to preach at El

Condado, Caracusqy, and San Pedro but had not been able to go as

they were fifteen to twenty miles distant. Franqui desired to

open work in Casilda, the port of Trinidad, and practically the

city’s only way of communication. In order to work in these

places Franqui requested a horse,which was soon furnished him

by the Baptist women of South Carolina

From Col<5n P4ez voiced certain needs. Missionary ladies

were especially needed to visit with the Cuban women in their

hones as it was hard to reach them otherwise because of the cus­

toms in regard to women in Cuba. Paez was convinced that all the

churches needed good music. It disposed the people to hear the

gospel preached and also often attracted the passers-by in the

street. Pfiez himself had been in a period of spiritual depression

^P. J. Franqui, "Trinidad, Cuba,11 Our Home Field, XVIII
(March, 1907), 16.

^"Our Work in Cuba," Our Home Field, XVIII (.April, 1907), 8. 
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one night when he had heard a hymn for the first time, entered the

service, heard the gospel, believed, and been converted. Pdez

felt that hymns strengthened the believers as well. At Coldn

he needed an organist. As at other stations, Pdez felt his church

needed a building as they were accused of being temporary.-^

P£ez also pointed out that Cuba was not Catholic as com­

monly believed in the United States. He stated that ninety per

cent of the people were skeptics. In the region surrounding Coldn

forming a civil district there were h6f^2 inhabitants according

to the census of 1899. To care for this number of people there

were four priests. Many places had no church houses, these having

been destroyed by the war. Pdez declared that it was this way in

all of Cuba. He attributed this to the fact that the Catholic

priests during the time Cuba was under Spain were Spaniards pri­

marily and had used their pastorates as sources of great income.

The religious side of their ministiy was of little importance to

them, and, according to Pdez, the moral side of their lives was

such a secondary thing that they were the “most perfect masters in

impurity.” Paez further stated that the ignorance of this priest­

hood was proverbial before independence and it had continued.
57

This had turned many from the church.

From Pinar del Rio Cardenas reported that there were

111 members of the Baptist Church there and thirty-eight candidates

^F. J. P5ez, "Coldn, Cuba," Our Home Field, XVIII (March,
1907), 15.

^7Ibid., lh.
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for baptism. There were two stations in the city and a Sunday

school with an average attendance of thirty-five. The church used

a rented house for services which would accommodate one hundred

people. Cardenas was preaching on occasion at Consolacidn del Sur,

Puerta de Golpe, and Ovas. He hoped the Board would establish
HO

work at these places.

Cale jo reported having a week's revival in his church in

Cienfuegos early in 1907. Eleven persons were converted and the

attendance was excellent during the meetings. Calejo had recently

baptized six persons at Cruces where a congregation of eighty

gathered for the service. He planned to baptize some candidates

at Palmira soon. Calejo also reported the first ordination to

the ministry held in Cienfuegos, that of the rural evangelist

Primo F. Navarro. McCall and the new missionary to Santa Clara,

W. T. Rouse, had assisted Calejo with the ordination service.

Navarro was serving a rural area covering eight to ten places by
do

means of a horse the Board had provided for him."

The Home Mission Board lost the services of three of its

American missionaries early in 1907*  In January the Board received

word that W. T. Rouse had decided to give up the work at Santa

Clara on account of the climate which sesned to affect his heart

and lungs adversely. The Board was deeply disappointed, as it

had received an unqualified commendation of Rouse's health from

^Gaspar de Cardenas, "Pinar del Rio," Our Home Field,
XVIII (March, 1907), 16.

*?M. M. Calejo, "Cienfuegos," Our Home Field, XVIII
(March, 1907), 17. "
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his family physician which had led the Board to believe he would

spend years, if not the rest of his life, in the Cuban work.

As the Board was left no alternative but to accept his retire­

ment it made this statement: ”• • • we sincerely trust his deci­

sion is according to the will of God and that it may be neither

to his injury or that of the Board.The Board did not pay

Rouse’s moving expenses back to the United States as it felt it
could not be warranted under the circumstances.^

Rouse’s retirement prompted the Home Mission Board to estab­

lish a set of rules regarding missionaries who went to serve in Cuba

They were to remain on their fields of service at least two years

before returning to the United States, unless recalled by the Board,

or the failure of health had been attested by the certificate of

a reputable physician with the approval of the superintendent.

After faithful service for two years the worker was to be entitled

to a three months’ vacation. They would be entitled to return

to the United States for six months after five years of faithful

service. During these approved vacations the missionaries would

be entitled to traveling expenses from and to their fields, to half

pay, or, if working for the Board during this time, full pay.

Missionaries on the field would be entitled to one month’s vaca­

tion on their fields at a time agreed upon between themselves,

the Corresponding Secretary, and the superintendent in the field.

6^'Hnutes, January 8, 1907.

^I'Minutes, March 5*  1907.
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These rules were to be read and accepted by the missionaries before
62their appointment. c

At the end of February K. M. Dedrick who had earlier been

transferred from the Isle of Pines to Cuba retired from the field to

attend a sick brother in the United States. In April, Msys asked

to be allowed to spend May and June in the states on half salaiy.

The Board felt it was important for Mays to remain at his post for

the present, for the Board had suffered the loss by retirement of

all the American force in Cuba except Mays and McCall. In addition,

it had only been a few weeks since Mays was absent for two weeks

on an approved visit to Texas with his family. McCall needed all

the assistance possible in his administrative work which had been

veiy burdensome. As the school at Havana had closed its year

earlier than anticipated, the Board felt it important to make vigorous

preparations for a larger and better school the following year,

thus maintaining the school's splendid record. The mambers of the

Board thus advised Mays that they thought it best for him to re­

main at his post for the present. By June Mays also had with­

drawn from the work and McCall was left with the complete responsi­
bility of the work in Cuba.^

A. S. Rodrfguez was ordained into the ministry in the Santa

Clara Church on March 31, 1907, to fill the vacancy left by Rouse.

^Minutes, February 5, 1907*

^^Minutas, March 5, 1907•

^Slinutes, April 29, 1907*

^Minutes, June 20, 1907*
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McCall, PSez, Navarro, and M. M. Cale jo made up the ordaining

council with Cale jo delivering the ordination sermon. Rodrfguez

had been baptized by Calejo and had studied with him at Guanabacoa.

He had also served as McCall's assistant in Havana and had attended

the seminary before going to Santa Clara. He was the youngest

preacher employed by the Board in Cuba. Calejo stayed in Santa

Clara after the ordination to preach a twelve day revival. The

attendance was more than a hundred every night and there were

fourteen conversions. Also during the revival Calejo preached
66to the lepers in the hospital at Santa Clara.

In April, 1907, A. U. Cabrera who had served for many

years at Santa Clara, opened work at Cdrdenas, a seaport city of

twenty-five thousand located on the northern coast of Cuba east
67of Matanzas. The Board was optimistic that the work would

v 68prosper here.

The Home Mission Board presented its annual report to the

Southern Baptist Convention in May, 1907. It listed M. N. McCall

as Superintendent of the work in Cuba and pastor of the Calvary

Baptist Church in Havana. Eugenio Calejo was working there as

McCall's assistant and Carmen Garcia was city missionary. The

ministerial students studying under McCall were Federico Rodriguez,

6^M. M. Calejo, "A New Minister and a Revival Week," Our
Home Field, XVIII (July, 1907), 16-17.

^McCall, "New Church in Cuba,« Christian Index, IXXXVII
(September 19, 1907), 5*

68"Our Work in Cuba," Our Home Field, XVIII (April, 1907),
8-9
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J. J. Negrfn, M. R. Ponce, Reinaldo Machado, and Jose M. Cabrera.

Calvary Church had both English and Spanish services and conducted

two city missions as well as the college with 120 pupils.^ The

college had been almost self-sustaining.?0 The cemetery had been

71reopened and was ready for burials.

In Santa Clara Province, Y. E. Barredo had been moved from

Sagua la Grande to Cruces where a church had been organized. E. F.

Rodrlguez was continuing as nominal pastor at Sagua la Grande while

the Rev. J. F. de Armas had replaced Barredo as assistant pastor.

At Santa Clara A. S. Rodrlguez was serving as temporary pastor.

M. M. Cale jo was pastor at Cienfuegos with Ponce assisting him

part time. Calejo was also carrying on work at Palmira. Franqui

was pastor in Trinidad where there was one church and three mis­

sions. With good results Primo Navarro was serving a countiy field
72of eight c ountry towns•

In Matanzas Province, J. V. Cova was pastor at the church

in Matanzas with his daughter, Miss Pura Cova, serving as teacher.

At Cdrdenas, Cabrera had begun the mission. F. J. Piez was pastor

at Col6n, where a new chapel and pastor’s home had just been com­

pleted costing four thousand dollars.?^ This was a gift of the

^^’’Sixty-Second Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1907, 186.

?°Minutes, March 5, 1907.

71 ’’Sixty-Second Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1907, 186.

72Ibid., 137.

ibid•
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Women's Missionary Union in the United States.

The first of the Baptist chapels constructed in western

Cuba was dedicated at Colon on May 1?, 1907. McCall gave a vivid

account of the dedication. In the morning a Sunday school ser­

vice was held in which the Methodists of the town also took part.

After a musical program McCall brought the lesson for the day.

As this was the anniversary of the death of Jose Marti, the famous

Cuban patriot who died fighting for Cuban independence, after the

service pastor P£ez led the procession of a hundred children, and

nearly as many adults, to the statue of the martyrs and deposited

a wreath to the memory of Marti. P4ez made an accompanying speech

on the "apostle of liberty," as Marti was called, and how he would

rejoice to see, if he were still among the Cuban people, the estab­

lishment of churches which should be "the forerunners of all that

is best in real political liberty."'^

By eight o'clock that Sunday evening the new church as well

as the street in front of it were fLlled. McCall gave a brief

address setting forth the purposes of the Baptist missionary work

in Cuba and formally offered the use of the building, not only to

the congregation but to the town at large, assuring them that it

was theirs for all religious purposes, "a place where they could

worship God without priest or image, according to the Scriptures."

Cova then brought the dedication message. McCall described the

chapel as a wooden building sixty by thirty-two feet having a

"^Lawrence, Cuba for Christ, 198*

N. McCall, "Dedication of Col6n Chapel," Christian
Index, LXXXVII (June 20, 1907), 5*
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seating capacity of 2^0 to three hundred*  The building of the chapel

had brought an increased interest in the Baptist work in Coldn.7^

Some members of the Cienfuegos Church moved to Arriete

eleven miles away*  On invitation of these members Calejo of Cienfuegos,

A. S. Rodrfguez of Santa Clara, and Navarro in whose field Arriete

was located, assisted them in organizing a church on June 15, 1907*

A council composed of these three pasters read and explained the

doctrines to the eighty persons present. The church covenant was

also read and unanimously adopted. Calejo felt Navarro was doing
77an outstanding work in these rural areas.

In May of 1907 J. J. Negrln, a student in the seminary,

reopened work in Nueva Gerona on the Isle of Pines. From the begin­

ning Negrln had full houses and much sympathy in the work. After

two months more than a hundred had professed conversion. McCall

felt that the Catholic Church reached greater abuses in out of the

way places such as the Isle of Pines and the people were more will­

ing to accept other religious ideas. One of the new converts said

to McCall, ”1 have for many years believed that there must be some­

thing besides the Catholic church, but I had never heard of it till

recently.M During these two months the people in Nueva Gerona

delivered to Negrln more than four hundred statues of saints for

when they were converted the people would either burn the statues

or turn them over to the preacher to burn. On a Sunday afternoon

76Ibid.

77M. M. Calejo, ”A New Church Organized,” Our Home Field,
XIX (October, 1907), 90.
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in July three hundred people gathered on the banks of a river to

witness for the first time a baptism by immersion. That night

even though it was raining Paez preached to three hundred persons,

on the text, "One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I

see." The church was organized with twenty-six members, twenty-

four of whom had been baptized that afternoon.The other two

members were two Chinese, Joe Wing and Charlie Song, who had been
79baptized earlier in a Baltimore church. Land was donated for a

on
cemetery at Nueva Gerona.

In the summer of 1907 the Home Mission Board appointed

the Rev. W. H. Robinson to do mission work in Cuba with head­

quarters at Santa Clara. He was a graduate of Mercer University

and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. As Cuba had been

on his heart for some time, the Board looked for great success to

attend his labors.

The mission at Cardenas where Cabrera had worked since

April was formally organized into a church on September 1907*

Cova, Pdez, and McCall assisted Cabrera in the organization.

Cabrera had arranged an excellent program of music with the singers

being accompanied by the local orchestra, some of whom were memoers

N. McCall, "The Gospel in a New Place," Christian
Index, LXXXVII (August 1, 1907), 5*

"^Minutes, March 12, 2908.

8°Minutes, August 6, 1907.

$\)ur Home Field, XIX (October, 1907), 69.
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of the church*  Cabrera praised the church's seventeen members as
. ... 82seventeen missionaries.

Tragedy struct the Superintendent of the Baptist work on

October 21i, 1907, when Mrs. McCall, who had been seriously ill for

weeks, died in Havana, leaving four motherless children,the
oldest of whom was eighth The Board felt that the Baptist work

in Cuba had sustained a great loss and said of Mrs. McCall and

this tragedy:

Mrs. McCall was a woman of genuine culture, refined
modesty, and sincere devotion to duty. The ornament of
a meek and quiet spirit, along with firmness of convic­
tion, made her pre-eminently congenial and helpful to
her noble husband.

Her career of service in that great mission field
was all too brief, as we see it, but the Master knows
best and has taken her to the better land. The Home
Mission Board has no nobler missionary in its employ­
ment than Brother McCall, and this great sorrow that
has come uponfthim is shared by every individual member
of the Board.0-’

The Board had sent Miss Mabie Lipscomb to Cuba in 1907 to teach

in the Cuban-American College. She was a relative of Ruth Nelson

McCall, Dr. McCall's wife, and a friend of the family. Miss

Lipscomb was a tremendous help in this time of grief by taking

complete charge of the care of the McCall children. Two years

later, in June of 1909, Miss Lipscomb and Dr. McCall were

®2McCall, "New Church in Cuba," Christian Index, IXXXVII
(September 19, 1907), 5*

®^"Death of Mrs. M. N. McCall, in Havana, Cuba," Our Home
Field, XIX (December, 1907), 132.

A. L6pez Mufioz, Apdstol Bautista en la Perla Antillana
(Havana, 19h5), 66*

^"Death of Mrs. M. N. McCall, in Havana, Cuba," Oar Home
Field, XIX (December, 1907), 132.
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married and she served with him during the remainder of his work
in Cuba.86

In the summer of 1907 the Home Mission Board received

reports that Y. E. Barredo was neglecting his work at Cnices.

Through McCall the Board advised Barredo that unless he showed
On

complete faithfulness to his work he would be dismissed. By

October it was reported to the Board that Barredo had been so

slack in the performance of his duties that the church members

had asked that he be removed. The Home Mission Board agreed to
88take this action and in January of 1908 appointed Domingo

Ponce as missionary with his headquarters at Cruces. From there
89he was also to work at Ranchuelo, Santo Domingo, and Lajas.

Corresponding Secretary Gray made his annual trip to Cuba

early in 1908 accompanied by Dr. J. F. Purser, president of the
90Board. ’While there he attended the Cuban Baptist Convention

held at Col6n in the new Baptist chapel.The mayor of the town

welcomed the group that attended as the mayors had done at the

previous two convention meetings showing that public sentiment

was not opposed to the Protestants.^ All of the Baptist churches

^Mufioz, Apdstol Bautista en la Perla Ant ilia na, 69-66.

^Minutes, August 6, 1907•

^Minutes, October 8, 1907.

^Minutes, January 7, 1908.

^Minutes, March 12, 1908.

^M. N. McCall, West Cuba Baptist Convention,” Christian
Index, LXXXVIII (March 19, 1908), 9.

92M. N. McCall, ”The Outlook in Cuba,” Christian Index,
LXXXVIII (September 10, 1908), 9.
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reported to the convention with each one showing increased member­

ship and contributions. The total baptisms had doubled in the

past year and there had been a twenty per cent increase in the

membership of the churches. The convention received four new

churches, making a total of thirteen organized churches. Ten

new stations had been opened during the year for a total of thirty

preaching stations besides churches. Several of these new stations

were relieved from the expense of rentals by having halls and parlors

loaned by sympathizers. The convention expressed a strong ten­

dency toward self-support. The average total contributions of each

church was £120. Before this time contributions had been needed

mostly for incidental church expenditures but the combined churches

made pledges for the support of one of the native missionaries dur-
911ing the next year.

In its annual report to the convention in May of 1908, the

Home Mission Board expressed the opinion that the work was in a

more permanent and satisfactory condition than ever before. A
95good spirit of harmony and unity existed among the Cuban Baptists.

The political problems in Cuba had in some instances interfered

with the work but through these the Baptist churches were able to
. , . 96

show that they were not political organizations.

^iccall, ,rWest Cuba Baptist Convention,” Christian Index,
LXXXVIII (March 19, 1908), 5.

^Ibid.j Minutes, March 12, 3$Z)8.

^“Sixty-Third Annual Report of the Home Mission Board "
Annual, 1908, 21b.

^Annual, 1908, 18.



25h

Gaspar de Cardenas and Angelo Pinelo were the missionaries

in Pinar del Rio Province. Besides the church in the city of

Pinar del Rio, there were stations at San Luis, Consolacidn del

Sur, Las Ovas, and San Juan. The Baptists had two Sunday schools

and no day schools in the province. There had been twenty-four

baptisms in the past year and a large number awaited baptism.

The Board owned a lot eighty by 160 feet in Pinar del Rio. Per­

centage wise this province was growing in population faster than
07

any of the other four western provinces.

In Havana Province were located the Calvary Church and

five stations: Romay Street, Carmen Street, Jesus del Monte,

Cddiz Street, and Gloria Street. Workers were McCall, Enganio

Calejo, Carmen Garcia, the sexton Manuel Calejo, and cemeteiy

keeper Jos£ Castellanes. The student workers were Federico

Rodriguez, M. R. Ponce, Abelardo Bequer, J. M. Cabrera, Rafael

Fraguela, and R. R. Machado. The Jan<$ property was valued at

seventy-five thousand dollars from which the Board was receiving

a monthly rental of $221.^0. The building furnished living quarters

for Superintendent McCall and his family, teachers in the school,

ministerial stuients, a few boarding pupils, and served as the

assembly hall and classrooms for the college and the auditorium

for the church. The cemetery was in use and the income from burials

was from eight to ten dollars a month. The Board still owned the

Buenos Aires property which was valued at eight thousand dollars.

^"Sixty-Third Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1908, 21h.
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Mss Anna Joerg had contributed to the Board two town lots with a

house on one at Santa Marla, twelve miles from Havana, to be used

as a place for the missionaries to take vacations or for whatever

use might be desired. There were six Sunday schools in the province,

one conducted, in both English and Spanish. The one day school was

the Cuban-American College. McCall was serving as pri nnipal with

J. M. Cabrera, Miss Nicol, Miss Lipscomb, Miss Granlees, Miss Vinas,

and Miss Pons as teachers. The enrollment in this school was sixty­

eight and the tuition income was forty-five dollars a month. A

principal was needed to give complete time to the school."

In Matanzas Province a new chapel and pastor's home was

almost completed in the city of Matanzas. Cova was pastor and his

daughter Pura was working as helper. There was one Sunday school

but the day school had been discontinued. At Cardenas, A. U.

Cabrera pastored the church which had a Sunday school. The Coldn

church had a Sunday school and a day school under the leadership

of Pdez. The new chapel and pastor's home had given the work in

Col6n an air of permanence and had- strengthened it. P5ez, however,
99was suffering with bad health.

Dr. E. F. Rodrfguez was continuing as pastor at Sagua la

Grande in Santa Clara Province without salary while J. F. da Armas

served as assistant pastor. Besides the church there were two

stations and a Sunday school, but no day school. The Baptists

owned one of the best lots in Sagua la Grande and hoped to build

"ibid., 215-216.

??Ibid., 21h, 217.
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in the near future. At Santo Domingo the mission had closed be­

cause of unsettled conditions during the revolution of 1906 and

for lack of workers it had not reopened. W. H. Robinson and A. S.

Rodrfguez had worked most of the year in the city of Santa Clara,

although Rodrfguez had recently been transferred to Ibor City,

near Tampa, Florida, to work among the Cubans there. The house

and lot which the Board had purchased in Santa Clara earlier had

greatly increased in value. The Santa Clara Church maintained

a Sunday school. There were plans to reopen the mission at Ranchuelo

which had closed temporarily because of the earlier disturbances.

Domingo Ponce had taken over at Cruces where there was a church,

a suburban station, and a Sunday school. M. M. Calejo was attend­

ing Palmira from Cienfuegos. In Cienfuegos under Calejo there was

one church, one station, and a Sunday school. Franqui was pastor

of the church at Trinidad with a station at Casilda and a Sunday

school at Trinidad.100

On Primo Navarro's country field a church had been organized

at Cumanayagua during the past year. It did not have to pay rent

for its meeting nlace. At Escarza a church haa oeen organized in

the past year and a chapel built, costing a little less than five

hundred dollars. Congregations were worshipping in private homes

at Ciego Montero and a church was to be organized there soon. A

house was rented for the pastor and the mission for eight dollars

a month at San Fernando de Camarones. Navarro occasionally visited

100Ibid., 217.
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other small towns and held worship services,

J. J. Negrfn was continuing the work on the Isle of Pines

at Nueva Gerona where the church was located. There were also

some country stations. The Board owned a house and lot there

valued at $1800. There was a Sunday school but no day school,
102although one was needed. The Board allowed the Methodists

to use their property there for a day school during the week.* 10^

As the island was in a state of doubt as to whether the United

States or Cuba was the owner, the work among both the natives and

Americans had met with some interference.

In the summer of 1908 McCall took a well-earned three

months’ vacation in the United States. The Board commended him

for having done the work of three men during the past year, des­
pite the burden of the loss of his wife.^^ McCall returned from

his rest to the work in Cuba September 1, 1908.^^

The chapel at Matanzas was dedicated Sunday, August 30,

with both morning and evening services. The Matanzas church had

furnished the chapel built by the Board with new furniture, car­

pets, lamps, and other items at a cost of some three hundred dollars.

101Ibid., 218.

102Ibid., 219.

lO^^inutes, May 5, 1908.

10^ttSixty-Third Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1908, 219.

^0^0ur Home Field, XIX (July, 1908), 355, 358.

1060ur Home Field, XX (September, 1908), 35.
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The church was filled both morning and night with several official

representatives from the city being present. Cova presided over

the meetings. W. H. Robinson, pastor at Santa Clara, addressed

the congregation representing the Board and greeted those present

in the name of the two million Southern Baptists. The Matanzas

newspaper El Moderado gave the following account:

Yesterday, Sunday, as we had already announced,
the Baptists of this city inaugurated their magnificent
building, erected on Independencia street, corner
Zaragoza.

The morning service, held at 9:30, was marked by
great solemnity. A large congregation filled the whole
capacity of the church, observing most commendable order,
while the program of the meeting was being fulfilled.
The singing was splendid and imposing, accompanied by
six men of the military band and the organ of the church.

A daughter of the pastor sang a beautiful solo of
admirable melody and solemnity. After that, the pastor
delivered an eloquent sermon, alluding to the occasion,
and exulting the greatness of God and Christianity.
The attendance left the chapel greatly pleased with
the service.

At 7:30 p.m. the second service was held, with such
a large attendance that both church and Sunday-school
room proved to be insufficient to accomodate [sic]
all who sought admission.

The music, of the most selected class, was even
better than in the morning. A pretty choir of some
very little girls sang a fine anthem, and the men of
the band gave an inspired religious piece, after which
the service began, with three ministers on the plat­
form. Mrs. Maxwell charmed the audience with the mag­
nificent song, “Jerusalem." Rev. Mr. Meblett, of the
Methodist Church, sang, also a solemn and melodious
piece.

The sermon, preached by Rev. Mr. Cova, was of the
highest tones of spirituality, on the subject of the
great oersonality of Christ and His work on earth.

The*  house exquisitely and simply decorated, gave
the note of immaculate whiteness on its walls, ceiling
and glasses. A vast profusion of natural flowers,
and fine carpeting on the floor, made a magnificent
show by the abundant electric lights of the building.
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We cordially congratulate the Matanzas Baptist
Church and our friend, Pastor Cova.-*- 0'

An engineer from Alabama made the plans for the buildings in

Matanzas without charge, and another American who had worked on

Cuban railroad construction erected the two buildings. The method

employed by Baptists in Cuba to build these churches was to buy

materials and employ a reliable man to direct the work. This

saved them money and assured them that quality materials were

used in the structures

In 1908 the Board planned to build churches at other points

on the Cuban field. The Women's Missionary Union of the Southern

Baptist Convention offered to raise six thousand dollars for a

chapel at Cardenas through the Sunbeams, children's mission soci­

eties. The Board immediately began to make plans for such a

building, as well as setting aside five thousand dollars for a

building at Sagua la Grande.Legal problems arose, however,

over some of the property in 1908 and the early part of 1909*

The Board had authorized the purchase of property at Cienfuegos

for church purposes and a contract for purchase was entered into,

subject to the approval of titles by the Board's attorneys.

When the attorneys declined to approve titles because of defects,

the Board refused to consumate the purchase. The owners of the

■^Article from El Moderado, Matanzas, Cuba, quoted in
"Dedication of the Matanzas Baptist Church," Our Home Field,
XX (October, 1908), 82-83.

10^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 96.

^“^Minutes, November 3> 1908.
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property then instituted, a suit for damages against the Board for

alleged ’’captious objections” to the title to their property.110

The Board had offered to compromise but the prosecuting party

refused to accept. The courts finally decided the case in the

Board’s favor.111

The Board had purchased property at Pinar del Rio at a

cost of §li060 on the recommendation of its attorneys who declared

its title correct. A suit was then instituted for the property,

the claimants including minor heirs. McCall felt that though

the Board would no doubt win in the suit, it might be protracted

for a year or two, preventing the Board from building a suitable

plant, and also that it might engender prejudice against the Board

in the city if the property was not surrendered to the minor heirs

when a proposition had been made to reimburse the Board for its

expenditures. Upon this advice of McCall, the Board decided to
112return the property for the amount paid.

When B. D. Gray was in Cuba in February, 1909, he found

that the Board had been misled concerning the property in Pinar

del Rio. There were no orphans involved but former claimants,

who were relatives of a deceased wife of the party from whom the

Board had made the purchase. Gray also discovered that the Board’s

property here had increased $1900 to two thousand dollars in value 

^°Minutes, April 7, 1908.

■^■^Minutes, October 6, 1908.

^^Minutes, February 2, 1909*
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since their purchase. Therefore, as the title had been approved

by its lawyers, the Board withdrew its proposition to return the

property to the sellers for the price paid plus interest.

The Board lost one of its outstanding missionaries in

1908 when F. J. PAez had to retire as pastor at Col<5n because

of bad health.He was replaced by Eugenio Calejo.^^

A new worker was employed at Trinidad in 1908. The Board

designated Antonio Echevarria, of the Trinidad Church, to preach

in the valley leading out from Trinidad especially at Condado which

was favorable to the Baptist work and had requested work in the

area. The deacon was to use Franqui's horse in this ministry.!^

Echevarria was born in Trinidad, Cuba, in 1865 of an upper class

family and was educated under private tutors and in private schools

of Trinidad when it was a center of culture and wealth.A ship

captain had given a Bible to Echevarria’s father, who took it home

and hid it away in the attic. As it was a forbidden object, the

twelve-year old boy Antonio became acquainted with it to some

extent. As a young man he moved to Manzanillo where he came

into contact with a Baptist congregation. He was soon converted.

When Eschevarria returned to Trinidad he found that the Baptists

had sent P. J. Franqui to open mission work. Eschevarria was

one of the charter members of the church which Franqui organized

H^Minutes, March 2, 1909.
HhMinutes, October 6, 1908.
■^•^’’Sixty-Fourth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”

Annual, 1909, 227•
■^■^Minutes, November 3, 1908.

H?Lawrence, Missionaries of the Home Mission Board, 8.
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in Trinidad and began to witness to others. McCall described one

of his trips with Eschevarria into the rural areas around Trinidad.

They first went to Condado, a town of about a thousand, and held

a service in the home of the mayor. The next night they were in

Caracusey where the only lodging was in the barracks of the small

rural guard post. The sergeant in charge let McCall have his bed.

The third night McCall and Eschevarria visited San Pedro, a few

miles from the coast, where most of the one thousand inhabitants

lived in palm huts. The service was held in the storeroom of a

local merchant with an audience of around a hundred sitting among

the bags of rice and beans and stacked up layers of dried codfish.

San Pedro was one of the most desolate and poverty stricken places

McCall had ever seen. The only industry seemed to be the plaiting

of ropes by hand from the fiber of a special kind of palm that

grew in the vicinity. In time Eschevarria moved to the port Casilda

in order to have a mission in his house. Here he won the respect

of his neighbors. One day the post office caught fire and the

postmaster gathered up his stamps and money into a sack and rushed

to the house of Eschevarria, asking him to take care of them as he

wished to save his furniture. When Eschevarria asked the man the

next day why he had brought the sack to him, the postmaster replied,

"You may think I do not know you, but I have been watching you ever

since you came to town, and you were the only man I felt I could

trust in this emergency. My judgment was right." Eschevarria was
11 o •

to still be preaching when he was seventy-four years old.

•^•^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, h9.
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A new worker was also added in Pinar del Rio Province.

Angelo Pinelo had been converted under the preaching of Gaspar de

Cardenas in 190> and had studied under CArdenas while helping him

and working as a colporteur.119 The Home Mission Board employed

Pinelo in 1908 as evangelist in the rural areas of Pinar del Rio

Province. He established centers just outside Consolacidn del

Sur, and in Vinales, San Andr6s, Guane,120 and La Palma.121 122

Because of his work penetrating the remote valleys of mountainous

Pinar del Rio Province, Pinelo became known as "The Evangelist of
122the Horseback Trails.” Often Pinelo met opposition in these

remote areas. Early one morning he saw in front of the residence

where he had spent the night in La Palma a coffin with a note

attached telling him that if he did not leave town he would be

taken away in the coffin. Pinelo got his horse and left the

back way. When his work brought him back the next week the coffin

was gone. He did not mention that he had seen it and it was never
123mentioned to him.

On another occasion when Pinelo was holding services he

noticed two men he had not seen before cane into the room. While

the service was continuing they gradually eased toward the front 

119Lawrence, Missionaries of the Home Mission Board, 16.

120Lawrence, Cuba for Christ, 209.

121McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, b7.

122Lawrence, Missionaries of the Home Mission Board, 17.

12^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, •



26h

of the crowded room. Then one whipped out a knife and lunged at

Pinelo who was preaching. A dog belonging to the owner of the

house had gone to sleep in front of the preacher, however, and

suddenly raised up and attacked the man with the knife while the
other one ran.^^ At one time while holding a series of services

in La Palma a man called Pinelo into his house, telling him he

wanted to show him something pretty. In a back room of the house

the man showed Pinelo a beautiful altar with statues of the Virgin

Mary, and the saints enshrined upon it. The man then told the

preacher that if he preached against the "blessed Virgin” he would

use his machete, which he then picked up, on him. Pinelo, however,

continued to preach as usual and announced that at a particular

service he was to preach on image worship. The man who had

threatened him attended the service and the next day again invited

Pinelo into his house. Fearful, Pinelo entered the house and

followed the man to the back room. The man did pick up the knife,

but instead of striking Pinelo began to cut up the altars and the

statues. The man told Pinelo that he was convinced that Pinelo

had been right and though he had been hired by the priest of the
12<town to kill the Baptist preacher, instead he had been converted.

•l^Ibid., h8. McCall states that these two men were sent
by a man called the "healer" whose religion was a mixture of spiritism,
witchcraft, and Roman Catholicism. This man will be described in
the next account of opposition Pinelo faced. On the other hand,
Lawrence says that these men were sent by the local priest and that
there were six instead of two. Lawrence, Cuba for Christ, 19f>.

12^Lawrance, Cuba for Christ, 193-192*
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The 1909 convention of Cuban Baptista met in Cienfuegos

February 11 and 12. By this time the convention had become a

period of annual feasting, rejoicing and spiritual rafrashi ng.

This year one of the workers spent a month's salary just to be

able to attend. Meals were prepared by the local church, and

a long table was set up in the yard of the pastor’s home, where
126all ate*  The churches reported offerings during the year of

$2,336.38, whereas the year before they had only been $1,568.92,

an increase of forty-eight per cent in contributionsA. U.

Cabrera, treasurer of the convention, handed the Secretary of

the Home Mission Board, Dr. Gray, who was attending the convention,

a check for $117 for the general work of the Board in Cuba, and
128almost five hundred dollars was pledged for the coming year.

The representatives discussed self help so that they could soon

help others. After this discussion one of the young men present

said he had little, but as soon as he got home he was going to

set aside two hens, whose product would be an extra contribution

to the Lord’s cause during the year. One of the ladies present

immediately handed him four dollars, asking that he buy that many

more to use in the same way, and a little girl of twelve added

another dollar for another missionary hen. During the year the

12^M. N. McCall, "Fifth Annual Convention in West Cuba,"
Christian Index, LXXXIX (March 11, 1909),

■^■^Minutes, March 2, 1909*

128B. D. Gray, "A Recent Trip to Cuba," Our Home Field,
XX (April, 1909), McCall reports this amount as ^521 but it
would seem that Gray's account would be more accurate, as he re­
ceived the money. McCall, "Fifth Annual Convention in West Cuba,"
Christian Index, LXXXIX (March 11, 1909), 5*
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convention had received four new churches.12^ The baptisms reported

for the year were 223, a forty-four per cent increase over the

previous year’s total of l£h. The total church membership had

increased from 8£lj to 1,0^7, a twenty-three per cent increase.1^0

There were four schools with 225 pupils. The College in the Jan6

building had sixty-five pupils, six of whom were ministerial stu­

dents. -There were six teachers including a music teacher. The

tuition of the school was three dollars a month.

Rev. W. W. Barnes accompanied Gray to Cuba in 1909 to

become principal of the Cuban-American College and pastor of the

English-speaking congregation of the Calvary Church in Havana.^2

133Barnes was a graduate of Wake Forest and had a master’s degree

from Southern Seminary. The fact that Barnes had spent eight

months in Cuba four years earlier helped him to get accustomed to
135

living and working in Cuba.

Also accompanying Gray on his trip to Cuba was B. J. W.

Graham, one of the editors of the Christian Index. Graham spent

12?Wnrial 1, "Fifth Annual Convention in West Cuba," Christian
Index, LXXXIX (March 11, 1909), 5*

^^Unutes, March 2, 1909*

J. W. Graham, "Editorial Correspondence,” Christian
Index, LXXXIX (March 18, 1909), 6. — -

^2Minutes, February 2, 1909.

■^Graham, "Editorial Correspondence, ” Christian Index,
LXXXIX (March 18, 1909), 6.

■^^iinutes, February 2, 1909*

^%Iinutes, March 2, 1909.
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two Sundays in Havana, attending the worship services of the Calvary

Church where he felt a good spirit*  On the second Sunday night

McCall preached to a large congregation in Spanish, despite the

carnival being held in the brightly decorated parks near the

church which were full of people

Graham had been among the Southern Baptists who favored

selling the Jan£ building and using the money to build other chapels*

He had written editorials along these lines. After seeing the

building, however, his mind was changed completely. He pointed

out that it was in the geographical center of the city half a

block from the Prado, Havana’s main street, and India and Coldn

parks. There was a fine view of the building from Central Park

which was a block north. The auditorium was splendid, constructed

in such a way as to be almost free from the noise of the streets.

Besides the auditorium, school, pastor’s home, and dormitory for

the ministerial students, the rental from business places on the

ground floor and from rooms above was bringing an income to the

Board of two thousand dollars a year above expenses. Graham felt

the property was easily worth $125,000 and would bring that if

put on the market. The Jane building was joined on the west by

the AJLcanza Hotel, which was among the best in the city. Graham

believed the Board should change the corner of the building so

as to give it the appearance of a church, and proposed the addi­

tion of a story on the roof, divided into living rooms, which

■^Graham, "Editorial Correspondence," Christian Irdex,
LXXXIX (March 18, 1909), 6. ~
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could be easily rented at fancy prices. He felt the increased

income would pay these building expenses within two years.^37

Graham was lavish in his praise of McCall, feeling he could

not be adequately commended for his work. Urging the Baptists of

the south to give McCall their prayers and their support, he stated,

"The task of winning Cuba to Christ is one that God alone can accom­

plish, but it is his plan to conquer through men.1* Graham thought

the mission work in Cuba so important that the Board could spend

its entire budget there without wasting a dollar.

The Board decided to allow McCall to take a two months’

vacation from May 1 to July 1, 1909, because of his faithful and

efficient work and the tremendous load which he bore in Cuba.

McCall was to attend the Southern Baptist Convention as one of
139the representatives of the Board.

In an article for the April, 1909, issue of Our Home Field,

McCall wrote describing one of the young people’s fellowships in

Havana. More than a hundred young people gathered in McCall’s

large dining room for the monthly social of the Young People’s

Union. There was singing of hymns, a Bible lesson, prayer, piano

and violin music, pleasant conversation, and the serving of ice

cream. The whole program was furnished by the young people them­

selves.^^

137jbid.
«8-
13?Minutes, March 2, 1909•
■^?M. N. McCall, "lights and Shadows in Cuban Work," Our

Home Field, XX (April, 1909), 7.
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McCall also described some of the sacrifices of the Cuban

Baptists. One of the missionaries, Angelo Pinelo, had, for the

last year, preached four times weekly in as many towns, organized

two churches, and baptized forty-eight.1^ Of Pinelo, McCall said,

‘•The last time I saw him, his felt hat had several holes in it,

his alpaca coat was sleek and brown and patched, but he was smiling

and drinking coffee with his Cuban brethren, preaching to them

salvation by faith, and righteousness through Christ only.” In

one of the Cuban Baptist churches a special collection was bei ng

taken to furnish the new building. One woman who was poor had lost

her daughter, a young lady, only a few months before. The furniture

used by the girl who had died was being tenderly kept by the mother

in memory of her daughter. Having nothing else to give for the

building, the mother sold the furniture and gave the price as a

love-offering to Christ. '

In 1909 a chapel was built at Sagua la Grande. The structure

included a two story pastor’s home and school room. The build­

ing was constructed of reinforced concrete as moisture and termites

were very hard on wood in Cuba.1^ A Scotch lady living in Sagua

la Grande contributed an organ costing a thousand dollars for the

new church.1^'’

1k1Chart I, Appendix, gives Pinelo's total baptisms during
1909 as forty-nine.

•^McCall, "lights and Shadows in Cuban Work," Our Home
Field, XX (April, 1909), 7-8.

^•k^Minutes, September lh, 1909*

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 55.

^^Minutes, September lit, 1909#
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McCall attended in 1909 the fourth anniversary of tha organ!

zation of the work in Trinidad. As the chapel would not accommodate

the many expected to attend, Franqui held the service in the open

court of his Spanish home. The congregation was very comfortable

here because of a soft breeze blowing off the Caribbean. Long

before the services began every seat was taken and as many were

standing during the exercises as sitting. On the program were

recitations, special music, and brief talks by some of the young

people. Work had started slowly in Trinidad with Franqui preach­

ing the first four months to an audience made up of his wife, the

servant of the family, and the servant’s little boy. Arguing with

an atheist in the street one day, Franqui was challenged to a formal

debate as to the existence of God. He accepted, provided the debate

should be public and conducted from the platform of his rented

preaching hall, to which the challenger agreed. On the appointed

night the hall was filled to overflowing by people who had come

out of curiosity. Franqui scored with the audience, winning the

sympathy of many of them as well as the permanent friendship of

his opponent. A few of those who attended the debate returned to

the next service and thus the work began to grow. At the anniver­

sary meeting Franqui read a report of his four years’ work. Dur­

ing that time there had been 220 professions of faith in Christ.

Many of these had fallen away, and many had not yet been baptized

for prudential reasons, but there was a body here of faithful,

active church members as a result of these four years of work.^^

11|6ji. N. McCall, "Four Years in a Cuban Town,” Our Home
Field, XU (November, 1909), lh«
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J» J. Negrin, M. R. Ponce, and J. F. de Armas were ordained

into the full work of the ministry in 1909. Negrin was serving as

missionary on the Isle of Pines, and had studied in the seminary
T ) 7

under McCall*  M. R. Ponce, who had also studied in the seminary,
1) A

was serving at Sancti Spiritus. J. F. de Armas had been working

as assistant pastor at Sagua la Grande under Rodrlguez.1^ Be Armas

was born in Santa Clara in 186$ and had grown up in Sagua la Grande.

During a grave illness the Baptist physician Dr. Francisco Rodrlguez

ministered to him and they became close friends. In gratitude for

what Dr. Rodrlguez had done for him, de Armas began attending the

Baptist Church there, where O’Halloran was then missionary of the

Board. He was converted and baptized in 1900. He and his wife

became earnest students of the Bible and active and capable volun-

. V 1^0teer workers.

As the work was continuing to grow in Havana,Federico

Rodrlguez was also ordained in 1909 and employed as McCall’s

assistant in Havana.1^2 At the time McCall did not have an

assistant as Barnes had taken over some of his duties. There

were then in Havana five Sunday schools and three preaching sta­

tions, plus two regular stations just outside the city which were

expected to soon grow into churches. Rodrlguez had been one of

■^Minutes, September lh, 1909®

■^^Minutes, July 6, 1909®

^■^Minutes, September lh, 1909®

^•^Lawrence, Missionaries of the Home Mission Board, 6.

l^Minutes, October 9, 1909®

2Lawrence, Missionaries of the Home Mission Board, 18.
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the finest students in the seminary.^^ The young man from the

Canary islands had a vision of the need for Christian education

in Cuba as the public school system was inadequate. Rodrlguez

was a brick mason by trade and a man of great energy and unusual

capacity for hard work. Later, without appointment from any

mission board, he set about organizing a boarding school which

won repeated recognition from the Cuban government for its out­

standing contribution to education in the republic. At one time

he had a school of some six hundred students, well located in

Havana, organized as a self-support project in which the students

did the work, even to the erection of the mary buildings needed

to house the student body. This school became the model for

several such schools established by the goverment. Moreover,

Rodrlguez never ceased to be an active missionary and preacher,
supporting himself and all the work that he did."^

In the fall of 1909 a revival meeting was held in the

Calvary Church in Havana which resulted in twenty-five to thirty

baptisms. M. M. Calejo carried out a month's evangelistic cam­

paign in Pinar del Rio. McCall was arranging similar type meet­

ings in all the churches conducted by the various pastors and

missionaries.

^^Minutes, October 5, 1909*

■^Lawrence, Missionaries of the Home Mis si on Board, 18.

^^Minutes, October £, 1909*



CHAPTER X

BUILDING A DENOMINATIONAL ORGANIZATION, 1910-1916

The West Cuba Baptist Convention of 1910 met in Cdrdenas

where a chapel was being completed at the time.1 It also included

a pastor’s home and schoolroom annex. The buildings were con­

structed of a soft limestone quarried in the area. It was excel­

lent for building, as it was cheap and could be sawed to any size

with an ordinary carpenter’s saw or chopped with a hatchet. The

Cardenas church was called the Sunbeam church because the Sunbeams

of the southern United States had contributed five thousand dollars

for its building. As the congregation wished to lagr the corner­

stone at the time of the convention meeting, they gathered old

silver spoons from the members and had them cast into a small

silver trowel with which to lay the mortar around the stone. Head

of the Home Mission Board, Dr. B. D. Gray, attended the ceremony.^

^M. N. McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba (Atlanta,
19U2), 5b.

2Minutes, March 1, 1910, Home Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention, Atlanta (MS in files of the Board). Herein­
after cited as Minutes, followed by the date; Una Roberts Lawrence,
Cuba for Christ (Atlanta, 1926), 198. Lawrence has the date of the
building of the chapel as 1909. Though it may have been begun in
1909, it was not completed until 1910.

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba,

273



27h

Fifty delegates attended this the sixth annual Baptist

Convention of the western provinces which met February 9-11, 1910«

The attendance was twenty more than the previous year and twenty-

two churches were represented, whereas only eighteen had sent dele­

gates the previous year. The baptisms reported were 237, compared

with 223 the year before. Six native ministers had been ordained

and sent out to fields during the year.^ The Cubans had given

approximately three thousand dollars, an increase for the year

of over six hundred dollars. The present membership was 1,315,

a net gain for the year of more than twenty-two per cent.-*

Dr. B. V/. Spillman of the Baptist Sunday School Board in

Nashville attended the convention with Gray and spoke to the group

through an interpreter. He made valuable suggestions as to the

general organization of the Cuban Sunday school work«^ The Cuban

Baptists had been interested in forming a Sunday school association

for sometime and a committee was appointed to report to the next

convention on the advisability of such an association. One reason

for their interest was that an interdenominational Sunday school

association had been formed which the Baptists did not wish to

join. They felt an organization of this type would stimulate

^M. N. McCall, "Sixth Cuban Baptist Convention," Christian
Index, XC (March 10, 1910), 5*

-’Victor I. Masters, "A Fine Tear’s Work in Cuba," Christian
Index, XC (May 12, 1910), 5*  Mr. Masters was Editorial Secretary
of the Home Mission Board.

^McCall, "Sixth Cuban Baptist Convention," Christian Index,
XC (March 10, 1910), 5*
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better Sunday school work.' The convention also made plans for

the publication of booklets and Sunday school helps in Spanish

for the benefit of this work. While Dr. Spillman was in Cuba

he taught a class on the Sunday school normal manual to the the­

ological class in Havana, which many of the pastors and mission­

aries from all over the island also attended.®

The Cuban missionaries had developed a system of training

through which they were taking applicants for membership. This

was an effort to make sure the Cubans understood what they were

doing before they became church members. The editorial secretary

of the Home Mission Board pointed out that this was necessary

because the Cubans had a "volatile, impressionable nature" and

there was a "dense ignorance" of the teachings of the New Testament

among most of the converts. There were at this time 636 candi-
9

dates for church membership#'

At Mari el on the northern coast of Cuba in Pinar del Rio

Province a Baptist church had been established through the work

of Miss Jennie L. Edwards. She had gone there twelve years earlier,

soon after the Spanish-American War, to engage in mission work as

an independent worker. Miss Edwards had established an orphan’s

home supported mainly by individual contributions. She asked that

the Board provide a pastor for the Mariel congregation. In the

first part of 1919 the Board appointed A. T. Bequer, who had been

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 62-63.

^Minutes, March 1, 1910; Lawrence, Cuba for Christ, 21|3.

^Masters, "A Fine Year’s Work in Cuba," Christian Index,
XC (May 12, 1910), "
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studying in the seminary, to take this position.10 By 1910 R. R.

Machado of that early seminary class was working as a missionary

at San Luis in Pinar del Rio Province.* 11 Rafael Fraguela, the

Spanish member of the early seminary class, was sent to the country
12as his health was not good at the time. He was working at Escarza,

one of the fields that Navarro had developed.1^ At Escarza he met

and married Felina Pefla, the youngest daughter of the Pefia family
whom Navarro had won.1^

For a long time the Board had been trying to get a good

lot in Cienfuegos. There had been some title disputes, however,

on the property the Board had tried to purchase earlier. In 1910

the Board purchased an excellent lot located by McCall for eight

thousand dollars. Meanwhile the law suit brought against the

Pinar del Rio property was decided in the Board's favor in the
Court of First Instance.1^

In the fall of 1910 a destructive hurricane hit Cuba.

There was a large loss of life in Pinar del Rio Province, but

none of the Baptist workers were harmed. The Board's Havana 

^■^Minutes, March 1, 1910.

11Minutes, July £, 1910.

12McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 60.

^-^Minutes, July 5, 1910.

■^Una Roberts Lawrence, Missionaries of the Home Mission
Board (Atlanta, 1936), 10 j McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 60.

^Minutes, August 2, 1910, November 28, 1910, and January 3,
19U

^■^Minutes, October h, 1910
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property suffered slight damage causing a few leaks. In the city

of Pinar del Rio approximately one hundred dollars’ damage was

done to the Baptist property. Great destruction befell Batabano,

a seaport city on the southern side of Cuba. J. J. Negrfn, who

was working there and on the Isle of Pines at the time, suffered

the loss of his household goods

By October of 1910 A. T. Bequer had been moved from Mariel

to Consolacidn del Sur in Pinar del Rio Province. The church was

moved into the town, leaving a station at the place where Pinelo

had founded it. Bequer was only twenty-one when he went to

Consolacidn del Sur and had a hard time at first. Impertinent

men and boys would try to break up his meetings. On one occasion

in the midst of a night service someone threw a paper bag of

flour through the window into the middle of the rented hall causing

everyone to begin coughing and sneezing. Bequer darted out the

door and grabbed the culprit by the collar. Bequer then said to

the man, "I am pastor of this church, but just at this moment I

am plain Abelardo Bequer. If you ever repeat this I will beat

you up.” The incident never recurred and in the course of time

the man, a cab driver, became one of the preacher's best friends
18and a member of the church. On November 11, 1910, Bequer

married Florinda Gonzales. She had received her education in the

Cuban-American College, graduating in the commercial department.

Through the influence of the school she had been converted in 1907.

^Minutes, November 1, 1910.

^IcCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 58-59.
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She worked faithfully with her husband and they had seven children,
19all of whom were active Christian workers.

The Baptists of western Cuba had their convention at Sagua

la Grande in 1911. In a pre-meeting those present organized the
QQ

West Cuba Baptist Sunday School Association." At this convention

the Cubans expressed their appreciation to the Board for the dona­

tion of two hundred dollars for the translation and publication in

Spanish of the Sunday school book, Normal Handbook for Sunday
21School Workers. A. S. Rodriguez translated the book and A. U.

22Cabrera printed it on a hand press. Thus some of the methods

which made the educational program in the Southern Baptist

churches so effective were being carried to Cuba. At this time

there were twenty-two Sunday schools reported with almost a thou-

23sand pupils enrolled. J

The Cuban churches reported a membership of over 1, bOO and

offerings totaling $3,039 for the year. Of these offerings $32^.25

was set aside to help with the salary of a worker who was desig­

nated as the missionary of the convention.^ The Arriete congre­

gation in Santa Clara Province was constructing a chapel costing

^Lawrence, Missionaries of the Home Mission Board, ?•

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 62.

^Minutes, March 7, 1911.

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 63.

Ibid. , 55 •

^Ibid., 55-56.
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about $350, providing all the money themselves. 5 The Cuban-

American College had had a good year with a total enrol Imp.nt of

ninety-six as contrasted with seventy-four the year before. The

Board was more than ever persuaded of the importance of school

work and felt that similar schools ought to be established in a
pZ

number of the larger fields. Barnes favored establishing a
27Baptist high school in each of the four western provinces. 1

Two hurricanes followed by long droughts had disrupted the work

during the year. In addition there had been some political dis-
pQ

turbances. °

Some of the difficulties and needs of the Baptist mission

work in Cuba in 1911 were presented by A. 5. Rodrfguez, one of

the native Cuban missionaries, in an article for Our Home Field.

The main difficulty was the indifference of the Cuban people

toward religion. According to Rodrfguez the ’’pernicious influence”

of the Catholic Church and the "immorality of the Catholic priest­

hood" had caused this decline in religious feeling. As the Cubans

believed that all religions were the same, they were not interested

in the evangelical groups either. Rodrfguez stated that the

evangelicals were making some progress in their efforts to over­

come this difficulty. He told of a conversation with a high

Sixty-Sixth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 19H, 257 •

^’’Report of Home Mission Board before the Southern Baptist
Convention,” Christian Index, XCI (May 25, 19H), 3.

27w. W. Barnes, "Baptist Education in Cuba," The Home Field
XXII (September, 19U), 3-h* '

2® "Sixty-Sixth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 1911, 257*
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government official in Cuba who had said to Rodrlguez, “Friend,

the work that you Protestants are doing in Cuba is a fine work*

It is the greatest work that could be done for Cuba. All your

difficulties and sorrows will be repaid with its glorious results.

I am not a Protestant, not even a religious man, but I am ready

to confess this.* 1 Rodrlguez felt the Baptist principles wspenially

appealed to the Cuban sentiments and that they would be accepted

more and more in the future. The country people were not as indif­

ferent as the town people and Rodrlguez was of the opinion that

Baptists should do their principal work in the rural areas. Most

of these people would with genuine frankness welcome the missionar;

that called on them. On one occasion when Rodrlguez was missionary

at Santo Domingo he called on a family to invite them to the Sunday

evening preaching service. There he met a young man from the country

about thirty years old whom Rodrlguez also invited to the service*

The young man promised to go, although he told Rodrlguez that he

did not believe in God nor in Christ nor in anything else. After

the man attended the service Rodrlguez asked to be allowed to preach

at the man’s house, as he lived ten miles out in the country. The

man agreed, and also brought a horse on tfiich Rodrlguez could ride.

Soon Rodrlguez was preaching every week in this country house.

Every Thursday the man would quit his work at eleven o’clock, saddle

his horse, and invite everybody in his neighborhood to the preach­

ing service in his house. After a while the man professed belief
29in Christ as his Savior, saying that he wanted to be baptized.

^A. S. Rodrlguez, “Our Cuban Work—Its Difficulties and
Needs,” The Home Field, XXII (May, 1911), 11-12.
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Rodriguez believed that Baptists needed more well equipped,

consecrated, missionaries acquainted with Cuban customs who c.nuld

do this type work. There were many towns where the "tidings of

salvation" had never been heard. Another great need accordi ng to

Rodriguez was for Baptist literature in Spanish, for a tract or

book could go where a missionary could never go. The first time

Rodriguez preached at Ranchuelo he visited a family and found a

converted lady who was anxious to be baptized. She said that she

had never heard a sermon, but that she was converted by a tract

that a niece of hers had left in her house. Often these tracts

would be passed from hand to hand, having influence more than

once. The literature could also be used to help explain Baptist
30doctrines and principles.

A new building was built for the Cienfuegos church in 19H*

It was a two story brick structure, with the pastor's home below

and the school above. By leaving out a partition in the pastor's

home, the entire front was one large hall and was used temporarily

for services until the chapel could be built at the side. The

school had three large classrooms and an office and was designed

to accommodate seventy-five pupils. McCall felt that more chapels

and pastors' homes were needed as it was often difficult to secure

a house of any kind in which to conduct services and the rents
31were high when one was secured. In every town where a chapel

3°Ibid., 12.

^M. N. McCall, "Progress in Cuba," The Home Field, XXII
(September, 1911), 28.
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had been built the interest in the work had increased and the build­

ing had served as a stimulus and encouragement.^2

A storm that hit Cuba in 1911 seriously damaged the tower
33

of the chapel at Matanzas. This hurricane also damaged the
Board’s property at Cardenas and Sagua la Grande."^ Following

the 1911 storms, the church at Pinar del Rio distributed aid to

the families that had suffered injury in their area and sent

help to the churches in other parts of Cuba. During the five

days when the hurricane ravaged Cuba, the Pinar del Rio Church

gave refuge to fifty persons in the mission house and distributed

rations valued at fifty dollars.''

The principal of the Cuban-American College, W. W. Barnes,

wrote that there were seventy-seven present the opening day in

the fall of 1911. Barnes was optimistic about the prospects for

the school year as the college had opened with only forty-three

students the previous year.^ Also in the fall of 1911 the Board

made plans and bought furniture for opening a day school at Sancti
v?

Spiritus under the pastor M. R. Ponce."

The Baptist Sunday School Association met Tuesday,

February 6, 1912, the day preceding the opening of the Cuban

32Ibid.j M. N. McCall, "Church Buildings and Schools for
Cuba,” The~Hoine Field, XXI (July, 1910), 6.

■^^Minutes, October 6, 1911*

^Minutes, January 2, 1912*

^Gaspar de Cardenas, "Home Mission Work in Pinar del Rio,"
The Home Field, XXIII (October, 19H), 29-30.

^^Minutes, October 3, 1911*

■^Minutes, November 7, 19H.
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Baptist Convention in Havana.c. D. Daniel, formerly superintendent

of the Baptist mission work in Cuba, who was at the time hoi Hi ng
39a series of evangelistic meetings on the island, discussed the

"Place of the Sunday-school in Mission Work." Estella PSrez, a

Cuban Baptist from Cienfuegos, stressed the “Responsibility of

the Teacher in the Conversion of the Pupils in His Class.” Dr.

B. W. Spillman who had attended the previous convention and Dr.

P. E. Burroughs of the Sunday School Board also spoke on Sunday

school work. Diplomas were presented to several Cuban pastors

and teachers who had completed the course of study in the Nonnal

Handbook for Sunday School Workers which Rodrlguez had translated.

W. W. Barnes, head of the Cuban-American College, spoke on the

study of this manual. Dr. E. C. Dargan's book Doctrines of Our

Faith was soon to be published for study, having been translated

into Spanish by M. M. Calejo.^1 Teacher training classes were

being formed rapidly with hopes of many more leaders having finished

courses by the following year.^ In the year since the Sunday School

Association had been organized the Sunday schools of Cuba had

^c. E. W. Dobbs, "The Cuban Baptists in Convention,"
Christian Index, XCII (February 29, 1912), 5; McCall, A Baptist
Generation in Cuba, 63. Dobbs accompanied Gray to the 1912
convention.

^Minutes, November 7, 1911.

k%obbs, "The Cuban Baptists in Convention," Christian
Index, XCII (February 29, 1912),

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 61j.

k^Dobbs, "The Cuban Baptists in Convention," Christian
Index, XCII (February 29, 1912), 5.
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experienced a tremendous growth, almost doubling the previous

enrollment. There were thirty-four Sunday schools, an increase

of twelve over the preceding year, with seventy-nine teachers and
)

l,?6h pupils enrolled.

The Cuban convention proper convened Wednesday mnrni ng

and continued until Thursday night. McCall was again elected

president and Cova secretary, with Cova preaching the convention

sermon. There were discussions on "How to Increase the Offerings

of the Churches,” led by Domingo Ponce; "Denominational Integrity,”

by A. S. Rodrlguez; ""An Active Church—What Is It and How to Secure

It,” by P. F. Navarro. The Cubans were anxious to attain self

support as soon as possible and an address was made on this sub­

ject by J. J. Negrln. McCall addressed the group on "How to Secure

Unity of Judgment in the Interpretation of the New Testament by

Our Workers.” One of the most effective addressed was by R. R.

Machado, a recent graduate of the Baptist College and Seminaiy,

who had been ordained and was working as a missionary, on "The
Moral Aspect of Baptism."^

The twenty-four churches reported 1,563 members, an increase

of more than a hundred over the previous year. There had been 151

baptisms during the year with 32h candidates for baptism. Seventy-eight

^"Sixty-Seventh Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 1912, 290. Dobbs, in his article "The Cuban Baptists in
Convention," Christian Index, XCII (February 29, 1912), 5, gives
slightly different figures, but it would seem the Annual Report
should be more accurate, as it lists the figures of the indivi­
dual Sunday schools.

^Dobbs, "The Cuban Baptists in Convention," Christian
Index, XCII (February 29, 1912), 5.
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had been dismissed. The offerings had been $3,909.17, an increase

of over $800. Two hundred and seventy were enrolled in the Baptist

Young People's Union.^ There were twenty-three ordained preachers

working in Cuba, two of them being Americans and twenty-one native

Cubans. The training class for ministers had been discontinued for

the time being because of a lack of funds. There was a problan of

not only the expense of their preparation but also the expense of

opening new fields of labor for them. The Board hoped to renew

the seminary as soon as the pressures had eased financially. Many

worthy applicants had applied for study.There were 115 enrolled
1 o

in the Baptist college•

Several things had occurred to impede the progress of the

work during the past year. The part of Cuba covered by the Board's

work had been swept by two terrific hurricanes, followed by a long

drought. In addition the political agitation had not been favorable
I R

to the work. The Veteranist organization in Cuba demanded that

the administration remove from office Cubans who had fought on the

side of Spain in the war of 1898. After negotiations with the

government over this question, the Veteranists threatened to

^"Sixty-Seventh Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 1912, 290.

^Ibid., 288. Again these figures and the ones in the pre­
ceding foo:En6:Ee are slightly different from those given by Dobbs.

^Dobbs, "The Cuban Baptists in Convention," Christian
Index, XCII (February 29, 1912) 9 $•

^8Ibid.
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h9revolt. The United States warned Cuba that unless this dispute

was settled intervention might be forthcoming under the Platt

Amendment.'’O The Veterans eased their demands to some degree as

they feared U.S. intervention, while President Gdmez weeded out some

of those against whom complaints had been made.^ C. E. W. Dobbs,

who attended the 1912 convention with Gray, declared that he found

almost universally among the Cubans a feeling of anxiety and resent­

ment concerning the threatened intervention of the United States.

An officer of the Cuban government said to Dobbs, ,rWe fear no nation

in the world except the United States; no other nation can inter­

fere with us, for we are under your protection; but we do really

fear intervention by your government, for we know that means the

loss of our independence so dear to our hearts.

It was Dr. Gray's opinion in 1912 that the Baptists needed

to develop what they had in Cuba both materially and spiritually

rather than open new fields. More equipment was needed in the form

of chapels and school buildings to strengthen the work in fields

already occupied. This would equip them to reach out later to

new fields without weakening the old. Gray spent most of his time

^Raymond L. Buell, "Cuba and the Platt Amendment,” Foreign
Policy Reports, V (April 17, 1929), 51.

^°Knox to Beaupre, January 16, 1912, Foreign Relations,
1912, 2hO-2bl.

-^Charles E. Chapman, A History of the Cuban Republic
(New York, 1927), 307; Dobbs, "The Cuban Baptists in Convention,"
Christian Index, XCII (Februaiy 29, 1912), £•

^2Dobbs, "The Cuban Baptists in Convention," Christian
Index, XCII (February 29, 1912), 5.
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when the convention was not in session in consultation with McCall

and the missionaries planning for the future work and talking over

matters vital to the mission work*  Dobbs reported that the workers

regarded Gray with respect.

The Board made a number of property changes in 1912. The

Buenos Aires property in Havana was sold for ten thousand dollars

with five thousand to be paid immediately. This with other funds

was used to remodel the Jane building. The school had already
outgrown the space allotted to it.^ Both the living quarters

and the school were enlarged. A tile floor was put in the audi-

torium replacing the wooden one. The roof of the chapel at
Matanzas was also repaired.^ The Board sold its property on the

h7
Isle of Pines to the Methodists in 1912, using the money from

this sale to construct a building which the authorities required
HO

in the Baptist canetery at Havana.5

In the spring of 1912 W. W. Barnes, principal of the Cuban-

American College, resigned. The Board commended Barnes for the
to

satisfactory manner in which he had performed his duties in Cuba, 

^pobbs, “The Cuban Baptists in Convention,” Christian
Index, XCII (February 29, 1912), 5.

^Minutes, April 2, 1912.

^Minutes, December 2, 1912; McCall, A Baptist Generation
in Cuba, 69•

•^Minutes, December 2, 1912.

^Minutes, April 2, 1912.

^Minutes, March 3, 1913*

^Minutes, May 10, 1912.
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and employed the Rev. F. A. Gentiy of Texas as principal of the

Havana school.^ Another new .American missionary employed by

the Board in 1912 was the Rev. David Cole. He had formerly served

as a colporteur and Bible agent under the American Bible Society
in Cuba.^

The Cuban missionary at Sancti Spiritus, M. R. Ponce,

pointed out how the United States presidential election of 1912

became involved in the mission work in Cuba. Ponce declared

that as Roosevelt and Taft were each trying to get votes by say­

ing nice things about the Catholics, the Catholic priest in Sancti

Spiritus printed some extracts from one of Roosevelt’s speeches,

commenting on them in this way, ”khy are you Cubans running after

these Protestants when the sanest part of the American nation is

turning against them?” The Baptists then printed four thousand

hand bills containing their reply and put one in every home in
4-u 4. 62the town.

Ponce felt the priests were fighting for a lost cause,

stating that the Catholic Church had lost much ground in Cuba.

He pointed out that there were formerly six or seven Catholic

churches in Sancti Spiritus whereas in 1912 there were only two.

The Jesuits had hai a big institute there, but when they with­

drew the Presbyterians had calmly secured the building for a

school. Ponce described a town near Sancti Spiritus which had

^Minutes, May 10, 1912; Lawrence, Cuba for Christ, 2li3*

^^Minutes, July 3, 1912.

62M. R. Ponce. ’’Sowing and Reaping in Cuba," The Home Field,
XXIII (December, 1912), 17•



289

from one to two thousand population but had no school or church and

desired both. Every few months a priest visited the town to bap­

tize the babies at four dollars each and perform marriages at

twenty-five dollars each. VJhen Ponce’s helper, A. Pereira Alves,

went there the people gave him an enthusiastic welcome and after

several visits many of them wished to become Baptists. At Guasimal

lived a man who had been a deacon in the Cienfuegos Baptist Church

before the Cuban revolution. He had enlisted in the Cuban any

and after the war settled at Guasimal and began to do Christian

work among his neighbors. As a result, when Ponce and Alves

made contact with this town, thirty-five expressed a desire to

become members of the Baptist Church.

Alejandro Pereira Alves, who had been appointed by the

Board to work at Sancti Spiritus in 1912, had an interesting back­

ground. He had been born in Brazil in 1888. His parents died in

an epidemic when he was an infant, and he was reared by another

family. He early became a wanderer, not having a real home, and

picked up an education as he roamed the world. Although he called

himself an athiest, he came into contact with the gospel while in

a hospital in Buenos Aires and was converted in 1910. Going to

Havana that year, he joined the Calvary Baptist Church, began to

preach, and studied in the seminary. He was appointed to Sancti

Spiritus in 1912. He later studied in the United States and be­

came a prolific writer, serving as a correspondent for numerous

newspapers and magazines, as well as writing pamphlets, tracts,

63Ibid.
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and books while continuing to serve as a missionary of the Home

Mission Board.

The ninth session of the West Cuba Baptist Convention met
6^xn Pinar del Rio, February 11-13, 1913. On Tuesday, the first

night of the meeting, the new church and pastor’s home were dedi­

cated, with McCall bringing the dedication sermon. The chapel

and pastorium were of colonial style brick, with concrete con­

struction, on a central corner of the principal streets of the

city. The chapel was thirty by sixty feet and the buildings had

cost, including the lot, ten thousand dollars.^ The program con­

sisted of reports and discussions on such subjects as "Brotherly

Love as Taught by Paul," "Practical Christianity .According to

Peter," "Protestantism and Liberty," and "The Need of the Holy

Spirit."6? At this convention a Cuban Woman's Missionary Union

was organized in association with the convention through the aid

of Mrs. H. C. Peelman, secretary of the Florida Woman's Missionary

Union, who attended the convention. Miss Mabel Haynes, a teacher

in the Baptist College, was elected president and Mrs. Mercedes
z o

Cole secretary.

^Lawrence, Missionaries of the Home Mission Board, 19-16.

^David Cole, "The Cuban Baptist Convention," The Home
Field, XXIV (April, 1913), 15. Cole was one of the American mis­
sionaries in Cuba.

66lbid.; "West Cuban Baptist Convention," Christian Index,
XCIII (Aprll^li, 1913), 10*

6?"West Cuban Baptist Convention," Christian Index, XCIII
(April 2h, 1913), 10.  '

^^Cole, "The Cuban Baptist Convention," The Home Field,
XXTV (April, 1913), 15.
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The past year had been a trying one for the Baptist work

in Cuba. In the early summer of 1912 the Negro uprising had

interfered considerably with the missionary activity. On some

of the Baptist fields the services were suspended for two months

or more. Later the heat of the presidential campaign distracted

the attention of the people. Therefore, the attendance at the

Baptist services had been less than in recent years and the number

of baptisms lower.^ There were thirty missionaries working at

forty-seven churches and stations. There had been 139 baptisms
70and sixty-two received by letter for 201 total additions.

The total membership was 1,676 and the Cuban Baptists had contri-
* o 71buted $3,800 through their churches. Three new Sunday schools

72and two new churches had been organized during the year. The

two new churches were at Arriete and Sancti Spiritus in Santa

Clara Province. Arriete was the first congregation to build its

own meeting house, having put up their chapel on a lot donated by

an American businessman who had interests in the community. One

of the members mortgaged his oxen to secure twenty-five dollars

for a pressing need during the building. Over forty had been bap­

tized into the Baptist Church in Sancti Spiritus, a town of about

^Ibid. i "Sixty-Eighth Annual Report of the Home Mission
Board,n Annual, 1913, 318•

70,,Sixty-Eighty Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 1913, 318.

71Ibid., 319.

72ihid., 322.
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fourteen thousand, during the past year.*̂

One important advance during the year was the establish­

ment of a number of primary schools among which were ones at

Coldn, Cruces, Consolacidn del Sur, Trinidad, CArdenas, and Sancti
I j

Spiritus. By 1913 besides the Cuban-American College the Baptists

had nine mission day schools in Cuba*  The Baptists were charging

tuition which enabled many of them to be almost self-supporting.

Plans were under way to open a school for girls of the same grade

as the Baptist college in Havana. Rev. E. L. Barlow and his wife
71?from Louisiana were in Cuba making preparations for this school.

Writing in 1913 McCall described the way missionaries

had initiated the work in the almost fifty stations where weekly

services were held:

... he will walk through the narrow streets of the
town distributing tracts to whomsoever he meets, stop­
ping for a word of conversation wherever the opportunity
is presented. As he goes making known his mission he
is almost sure to meet someone who will consent for
the missionary to speak in his home that night. Then
he will enter stores and knock at the doors of homes,
leaving a tract and an invitation to the evening ser­
vice. Occasionally a door will be closed in his face
and he will be told that Protestants are not wanted,
but there are so many to greet him cordially that he
is not discouraged.

When night comes he finds present only about one
in ten of those who told him they would "come out
without fail,” but there is a good attendance. The
room is full to overflowing and there are many out­
side. For the most part they are respectful and
attentive. He finds himself confronting those who

?3ibid., 319*

7^ibid., 321.

7^Masters, "Baptist Missions in Cuba,« Christian Index,
XCIV (June 2£, 191h), 9-10.
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have never heard a gospel song, and perhaps never heard
a portion of the Scripture. They think of religion
only as the compliance with so many rites and cere­
monies ....

If the missionary is to continue his work in the
town, it will be necessary for him to rent a house,
for he cannot depend on the borrowed parlor for long.
He will find many .friendly and disposed to listen
but hard to win.'°

McCall described the way the work had grown in one town

over a five-year period. Angelo Pinelo had begun visiting Consolacidn

del Sur weekly five years earlier in 1908 from his home twenty-

five miles away. After the novelty of his first visits wore off,

Catholic opposition set in and he did not have an easy time.

A. handful of earnest, interested people who lived outside the

city on the tobacco plantations came regularly to all the ser­

vices, but in the town he encountered only indifference or opposi­

tion. Boys would congregate outside the hall and be so noisy at

times that it was difficult to continue the service. On two or

three occasions paper bags filled with flour were thrown through

a window in the midst of a service. Things looked discouraging

and some suggested that the Baptists withdraw. However, in 1910

A. T. Bequer, who had attended the training class for ministers

under McCall for three years, went to live and work in the town.

He also met opposition at first, and on one occasion he told the

would-be disturbers that if they came seeking trouble he would

willingly take off his coat as soon as the service ended and

accommodate them, thus putting an end to these disturbances »* 77

7^M. N. McCall, "On the Task in Cuba," The Home Field,
XXIV (December, 1913), U*

77Above, 277•
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He soon had the sympathy of many. He won their confidence and

a number of converts. By 1913 the rented hall was filled at any

regular service, and sometimes overflowing. On Sunday Bequer

preached three miles away in the morning, returned to his well-

attended Sunday school at one o'clock, and preached at night.

On Monday night he preached two miles away at another country

mission. Wednesday night he held a mid-week service at his own

church and on Saturday he would go seven miles in the country

to preach to another fannhouse mission where there were several

new converts. During the week a good day school was conducted

under his supervision. In between times he distributed tracts

and visited. Two young men under his influence had expressed

a desire to enter the ministry. The year before the congrega­

tion had purchased a nice lot on a main street and presented it

to the Board. Many of the people in the town would not attend

the Baptist meetings but they had confidence in and respect for

the pastor and said, "If you want your children to learn, send
7 fl

them to the Baptist school."

In describing the effect and influence the Baptist work

had in Cuba, McCall stated that in one community if a man began

to be irregular in attendance at the Sunday cock fight or the

da-j 1 y game table, his companions would taunt him and ask if he

was turning Baptist. In another community a man said, "I would

rather trust that Baptist preacher in a delicate matter involving

the safety and honor of my family, than one of my own brothers."

^McCall, "On the Task in Cuba," The Home Field, WV
(December, 1913), h*
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Still another, the corner groceryman, said, "If all my customers

were as honest as that Baptist priest, I would be happy." McCall

praised the quality of the converts in Cuba. He lauded their

"devoutness of life, constancy in activity and a disposition to

sacrifice for the cause of Christ." He declared that on occasion

they were bolder in speech than the foreign missionary himself

would have been. Many times their gifts in proportion to their

means and their brotherly kindness in time of need had been an
79inspiration.

The Baptist Convention of Western Cuba met in Lajas in
O

Santa Clara Province in 1912j* The statistics for the year showed

twenty-six churches and twenty-six mission stations served by
81twenty-five missionaries and six helpers.0 A new missionary,

82Renato T. Alfonso, was ordained January 31, 191b*  During the

year there had been 186 baptisms, an increase of forty-seven

over the previous year. There had been forty-eight received by

letter and lib dismissed. The total membership was 1,818, com­

pared with 1,676 the year before. The contributions for the year

had been $b,512 as opposed to $3,800 the previous year. There

were 22b members of the Baptist Young Peoples*  Unions. J

79ibid., 5-6.
Q®A. Lopez Mufioz, Apdstol Bautista en la Perla Antillana

(Havana, 19b5), 152.
^^■"Sixty-Ninth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"

Annual, 191b, 315*
®2Mufioz, Apdstol Bautista en la Perla Antillana, 152.

83nsixty-Ninth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,"
Annual, 191b, 315*
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The Board had problems with sickness among its Amen' nan

workers in Cuba in 191b*  F. A. Gentry, who had been serving as

principal of the Cuban-American College for almost two years, was

in Texas because of illness. u He died at his home on March 12,

19114. The Rev. V. B. Clark was appointed to take his place,

heading the school work in Havana.Clark had served as a mis­

sionary to Mexico under the Foreign Mission Board and had done
or

some school work in Mexico. Both Clark and his wife, who went

to Cuba with him, were graduates of Southwestern Theological

Seminary. '

In the summer of 191b Miss Mabel Haynes, one of the teachers

in the Havana College, was farced to leave Cuba and enter Battle

Creek Sanitarium because of ill health. Miss Haynes had been an

excellent and capable worker and had stayed in Cuba longer than
88any female worker the Board had employed. She was stenographer

in both Spanish and English, a good bookkeeper, a splendid dis­

ciplinarian, and had a true missionary’s heart. However, it was

found that Miss Haynes had tuberculosis89 and she had to resign

90effective January, 1915*

8^Minutes, March 13, 191b*

^Minutes, April 2, 191b*

8^Minutes, March 13, 191b*

^Lawrence, Cuba for Christ, 278.
oo

Minutes, August 6, 191b*

^^Minutes, September 3, 191b*  

9°Minutes, February b, 1915*
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By February, 191b, McCall's physician, because of his

health, advised that he retire from the work for a while.In

the fall McCall went to Battle Creek, Michigan, to have a medical

examination*  The doctors there assured him that his lungs, heart,

and blood were in good condition, but that he had one or two

serious conditions of the body which required at least two or

three months of rest and care and possibly surgery. Clark was

to act for McCall in Cuba in his absence.^

While in the United States in the summer of 1913 on a

vacation, McCall had attended for the first time the Moody Con­

ferences at Northfield. He was so impressed by the general

workers' conference that he desired to have sanething of this

nature for the Cuban missionaries. McCall planned this conference
93for the summer of 191b*  He obtained permission from the Board

to use the Jan6 building to provide lodging for the Cuban workers
o).

who attended*  As the Baptists had no money to pay the expenses

of outside talent, they depended on their own leaders. A ten-day

program was thus planned*  The Corresponding Secretary of the

Home Mission Board, Dr. Gray, was able to attend some of this

Minister's Bible Conference held in August, 191b, and to take

^Minutes, February 5, 191b*

^Minutes, September 3, 191b*

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 6?.

^Minutes, February 5, 191b*

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 6?•
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part in lectures and personal conferences with the workers, all

of whom were in attendance except one.^ m. M. Cale jo presented

Dr. A. T. Robertson’s book, The Divinity of Christ in the Gospel

of John, which had just been published. A. S. Rodriguez pre­

sented The Seven Laws of Teaching.^ For the ten days McCall gave

daily lectures on Galatians; Cova on Baptist doctrines,7 and

Francisco Pais, a native Spaniard who had been employed by the

Board for two years,on Baptist heroes. Special subjects were

handled by others, such as Liberty of Conscience, Separation of

Church and State, the Inspiration of the Scriptures, the Deity

of Jesus, and Why We do not Pray for the Dead. The morning ses­

sions lasted three hours, the evening sessions two hours, and for

three hours in the afternoon of each day the Secretary had per­

sonal conferences with the workers. The Institute closed with

the conviction that the work was steadily growing and that the
100good seed being sown would soon be harvested. So successful

was the meeting that it became an annual affair.* 100 101

While in Cuba for this summer institute, Gray visited Santa

Clara where he attended the dedication of the new chapel on August 16

He reported the prospects of the Baptist school at Santa Clara under

^Minutes, September 3, 191b*

^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 67.

^Minutes, September 3, 191h«

^Minutes, April 2, 191h«

100Minutes, September 3> 191h»

101McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 67.
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the charge of E. L. Barlow and his wife were very encouraging*

A petition from a committee of six representing a large suburb

of Santa Clara called New Town was presented to the Secretary,

asking that a Baptist mission be established in that vicinity on

condition that the people of the community would donate a suitable

lot to the Board and erect a building suitable for school and

mission purposes. The committee stated that they had secured the

promise of a lot twenty-eight by forty yards located in the best

part of that section of the city and that the donor, Mr. Jos£

Zapatero, was ready to deed it to the Board. Gray, McCall, and

Pastor Franqui, who had been transferred from Trinidad, visited

that section and found the lot to be the most desirable in the

community. The Board planned to accept this offer, donating

material remaining from the building being demolished on the

Baptist school property in Santa Clara. Franqui and the members
102of the Santa Clara Church were to conduct the mission in New Town.

The 1915 West Cuba Baptist Convention met at Matanzas*

It was Gray's opinion that this convention surpassed ary previous

ones in the spirit and power of the meeting and in the plans made

there for the future work. Gray felt the work was more solid

and full of encouragement than at any time in the history of that
103mission. The Cubans were pressing the idea of self-support.

The reports showed there had been 178 baptisms in the previous

102?Iinutes, September 3, 191h.

■LO^Gray, Report to the Southern Bsptist Convention, Christian
Index, XCV (May 20, 1915), 3»
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year and 110 losses. There were 39h candidates for baptism. The

total membership of the Cuban churches was 1,87h, fifty-six more

than in 191h» The contributions for the year had been 875.19,

an increase of more than $300 over the previous year. The Cubans

had made lh,O68 religious visits.* 10^ In 1915 two new churches

were organized, one at San Juan in Pinar del Rio Province, and

another at Esperanza in Santa Clara Province.10'’

when asked at the convention for the principal difficulties

in the work, the missionaries gave these replies according to

McCall: religious indifference and lack of interest in all things

spiritual; the lack of any basis of religious appeal; instability

of character; lack of public moral standards and of personal

morality; the abundance of vicious literature and the lack of good

literature; the fear of losing social cast; the people thinking

they were already Christians and that the Baptists represented an

American religion; the lack of a sense of sin; the environment

being ”a saturated Jesuitism;” the people having been deceived in

former religious teachers, thus being afraid to trust the Baptist

workers; the bad example set by resident and visiting Americans;

the missionary failing to enter into the life of the people, work­

ing from a foreign standpoint; the man having been so badly deceived

by former teachers they kept their wives and children away from the

106services.

lOhttgeventieth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1915, 289*

10^Mufioz, Apdstol Bautista en la Perla Antiliana, 153.

106t«seventieth Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1915, 289.



301

McCall also listed the following as helpful and encourag­

ing things in the work; the clear conception of some of the native

preachers of the difference between the spiritual of the gospel

and the formality of Roman Catholicism; the willingness of the

people to read and learn; the gradually changing atmosphere toward

evangelical work; the accessibility of the children and the ease

of approach to the parents through the children; the enthusiasm

of the Cuban Christians, who were bom propagandists; the willing­

ness of parents to enter their children in Baptist day schools;

the rapid development of character of some of the young Christians;

the fact that a literature was being formed; the fact that young

people were going out from Baptist schools to taka their places

in Cuban society, not all Christians, but friendly toward Baptists;

the natural love of the people for singing; the quality of the
107native preachers, their zeal and faithfulness.

By January of 1915 the Rev. David Cole had resigned as

pastor at Cienfuegos to accept a fulltime position with the American

Bible Society.* 10^ He had been working as part time agent for the

109Bible Society -rfiile working for the Board since the spring of 191h«

In 1915 there was some friction at Santa Clara between E. L. Barlow

who was in charge of the school there and P. J. Franqui, the pastor

of the Santa Clara church. Against the wishes of the Board, Franqui

1Q7Ibid., 286-287.

10®Minutes, January 7, 1915.

10^Minutes, April 2, 191h»
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presented his resignation.11^

There was also fear that the Board might lose the services

of McCall in 1913• While preparing for the return trip to Cuba

after spending the summer vacation in North Carolina it was dis­

covered that two of the McCall children had tuberculosis. Mrs.

McCall was not well and as his family needed him, it looked as if

McCall would have to give up the work in Cuba. Dr. Gray expressed

his concern that McCall was even thinking of resigning. The Board

was discouraged because of the large number of missionaries who

had been forced to leave the work in Cuba and if McCall resigned

the work would be severely damaged. Therefore, the McCalls put

aside their personal concerns and Dr. McCall returned to Havana

alone, leaving Mrs. McCall in the higher altitude of North Carolina

with the sick children.110 111 The Board did agree that McCall could

return to visit with them at Christmas and in the spring at its

expense.112 The children recovered and his family was able eventu-

113ally to return to Cuba.

The West Cuba Baptist Convention met in Coldn in 1916.

Thirty years after the first Baptist church was organized in Cuba,
the convention reported twenty-four churches11^ with 1,896 

110Minutes, September 2, 1913; January 6, 1916.

111Lawrence, Cuba for Christ, 283-28h.

112Minutes, November h, 1915.

•^^Minutes, September 13, 1917.

^^McCall, A Baptist Gene ration in Cuba, 69.
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members There had been 127 baptisms during the past year and

thirty received by letter and restoration for 157 total additions

to membership.There were forty-three Sunday schools with an

enrollment of 2,507, five having been organized during the year.^?

Twenty-seven missionaries had supplied forty-three churches and

stations and delivered 1,921: sermons and addresses. There had

been 1,075 prayer meetings held, 15,llil religious visits made,

and 1,033 Bibles and Testaments and 267,315 tracts distributed.

The Cuban Baptists had contributed $h,065*82  to church work during

the year with $806 of this designated for missionaries' salaries.

The Board appropriated $35., 000 to be spent in Cuba the following

120year.

The workers and places of work the year 1915-1916 were

as follows: In Pinar del Rio Province, Rene Alfonso was working

at Guanej A. Echevarria at San Juan and San Luis; A. S*  Rodriguez

at Pinar del Rio; Angelo Pinelo at Vinales; A. T. Bequer at Consolacidn

del Sur. In Havana Province the main force of workers were at

Havana, as follows: M. N. McCall, V. B*  Clark, F. Rodriguez, Eugenio

115"Seventy-First Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1916, h7; Victor I. Masters, Christ for Cuba (Atlanta, n.d.),
a pamphlet in the files of the Home Mission Board, Atlanta. McCall,
A Baptist Generation in Cuba, gives the figure 1,876. It would seem,
however, that the above sources written at the time would be more
accurate.

^■^"Seventy-First Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1916, h7•

H7ibid.f McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 69.
H®"Seventy-First Annual Report of the (Home Mission Board,”

Annual, 1916, h7*
H^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 69.

l^^Minutes, May 31 and June 1, 1916.
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Calejo, Miss Bell, Carmen Pons, Pedro Ramos, Carmen Garcia,

Dominguez, Jos6 Castellano. J. J. Negrln was working at Batabano

and M. M. Calejo at Guines. The workers in Matanzas Province were

J. V. Cova at Matanzas, F. J. PAez at Coldn, and Gaspar de Cardenas

at Cdrdenas. Santa Clara Province had the largest number of workers

outside Havana. J. F. de Armas was at Esperanza, A. U. Cabrera at

Sagua la Grande, P. J. Franqui as pastor and E. L. Barlow as head

of the school at Santa Clara, Francisco Pais at Sancti Spiritus,

R. R. Machado at Cruces, M. R. Ponce at Lajas, Emilio Pianos at

Palmira, Rafael Fraguela at Cumanayagua, Alejandro Pereira at

Arriete, Domingo Ponce at Cienfuegos, and Edelmira Becerra at

Trinidad.

By 1916 the Home Mission Board had spent $212,250 on

property in Cuba. These expenditures were twenty thousand dollars

for a lot, church, and pastor’s home at Pinar del Rio; $250 for

a lot at Consolacidn del Sur; $120,000 for the JanA property and

a vacant lot in Havana; twenty thousand dollars for a church

and pastor's home at Matanzas; eighteen thousand dollars for a

lot and church at CArdenas; five thousand dollars for a church

and pastor's home at Coldn; fifteen thousand dollars for vacant

lots and a church at Sagua la Grande; eighteen thousand dollars

for a church, principal's resident, and school at Santa Clara;

fourteen thousand dollars for a pastor’s home and lot at Cienfuegos;

four thousand dollars for a combination chapel and pastor’s home

at Lajas; $1,500 for a vacant lot at Cruces; $h,500 for a pastor’s

121Minutes, August 5, 1915® 
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home and vacant lot at Trinidad; and two thousand dollars for a

lot, pastor's home, and church at Arriete. These lots were cen­

trally located and had been purchased at moderate prices. Their
122value had increased and probably would continue to do so*

The Cuban convention at Col<5n in 1916 passed a resolution

to raise money for a printery. More than seven hundred dollars

was subscribed, mostly by the Cuban workers. The convention decided

to place the printery in the name of the Board with the Cuban con­

vention appointing an administrative committee each year to super­

vise it. The Cuban Baptists purchased the printery during the

year and installed it in a corner of the Jan6 building. Later
123it was enlarged*

Economic disturbances had made it difficult to increase

the offerings during the past year, especially in the sections

of the island that depended on the tobacco industry. Another

difficulty had been the increased activity of the Roman Catholic

Church. Hundreds of priests and nuns, driven out of Mexico, and

compelled to leave Europe because of local difficulties, had found

refuge in Cuba during the last few years. In many instances they

brought their endowments with them and built churches and schools.

They worked not only in the cities but in many of the small towns

that never before had had churches or schools, thus making the
Baptist work more difficult* 12^

122"Seventy-First Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1916, bh.

l^^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 69-70.
12hits0venty-First Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”

Annual, 1916, b5>»
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Cova, who had been in the service of the Board for twenty-

five years, was troubled with a serious infection of the throat

in 1916. His physicians said that he would be unable to preach

for many months, and perhaps permanently. If Cova did not recover

his voice the Board planned to use him in publicity work, editing

the Baptist paper, preparing tracts, leaflets, and translating

books into Spanish..jn the latter part of 1916 Mrs. J. V. Cova

died. The Board expressed its deep sympathy to Cova and commented:

’’Mrs. Cova was probably the most cultured and capable pastor's

wife among all our native preachers in Cuba and has served our
126cause nobly.”

The Board secured three new missionaries in 1916 to work

in Cuba. Miss Effie Chastain, daughter of J. G. Chastain, missionary

to Mexico for more than twenty-five years under the Southern Baptist

Foreign Mission Board, was appointed to do mission and school work

in Havana. She spoke both Spanish and English and had had a year’s

training at the Woman's Missionary Training School at Louisville,

Kentucky. Rev. and Mrs. W. B. Miller were also to work with the

school in Havana and he was to preach for the English-speaking con­

gregation there, as well as assist McCall. Miller, a native of

Virginia, had received his B.A. degree from Richmond College in

1912 and his Th.M. from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at

Louisville in 1916. Mrs. Miller had her A.B. degree from Virginia

Intermont College in Bristol, and had had one year of training at

-^Minutes, January 6, 1916.

12^Minutes, December 5, 1916.



307

the Woman’s Missionary Training School at Louisville

McCall observed in 1916 that Cuba had progressed and pros-

pered materially but to a lesser degree spiritually» Although

there were 2,300,000 inhabitants of Cuba, McCall estimated that

at least two million of them had never been reached by a gospel
129message of any kind, either spoken or printed. However, the

evangelicals in Cuba had had their effect. Stores were closed

by law on Sundays. The prostitution district had been abolished.

The president had prevented a prize fight the previous Easter

Sunday on the petition of the evangelical ministers of Havana.

Improvements had been made in the public school system, and normal
130schools were being opened to raise the standard of teachers. J

By the end of 1916 there were approximately two thousand

members of the Egotist churches of western Cuba. The actual number

of converts had been much higher, with many having died or moved

away, carrying their church letters.* 1^1 The Havana Church, for

example, which had h£6 members, nine stations, and a local budget

of $721 in 1916, had former members scattered all over the world

as Havana was the crossroads of the Spanish-speaking world. They

knew of members in Mexico, various parts of South America, New York, 

127f£Lnutes, July 6, 1916.

12®M. N. McCall, ’’Progress in Cuba,” Christian Index, XCVI
(February 10, 1916), 10.

I2?’’Seventy-First Annual Report of the Home Mission Board,”
Annual, 1916,

^PMcCall, ’’Progress in Cuba," Christian Index, XCVI (Feb-
ruaiy 10, 1916), 10.

^^M. N. McCall, "Hopefulness of the Cuban Outlook," The
Home Field, XXVII (October, 1916), 28-29.
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and Spain. In this respect the Havana church was having a world-
132wide influence.

McCall reported the future of the work as very hopeful.

The favorable attitude of the Cuban public toward the Baptists

was an encouraging sign. As the Board met its obligations promptly

it had a good name. People were glad to rent a house for mission

purposes because they knew the rent would be faithfully paid.

The Board's credit was almost unlimited with business houses

with which it had had dealings. The Baptist preachers had been

faithful in their example of Christian living. This consistent

living for years had overcome much of the religious prejudice

against them and thus the Baptists had proved their faith by their

works. Another encouraging sign was the proportionately large

number of young people of both sexes who had joined the Baptist

churches and were eager to learn and to work. A class of six

ministerial students was beginning in Havana and there were others

who wished to study, for which there was no provision at the time.

Others of the young people were seeking to fit themselves for

greater usefulness as lay workers. The growing spirit of self

helf was also hopeful. The churches and missions were paying

their incidental expenses and something toward pastoral support.

Not only were the Cubans content to increase their support of the

work in Cuba, but they desired to share their faith with the world.

One of the young native pastors wrote, "Give me some definite

object, outside of Cuba, that I can put before my people as calling 

^^McCall, A Baptist Generation in Cuba, 70.
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for their help, that their vision may be listed up to the needs

of others, and they be brought into more direct touch with the

movement of world evangelization.”"^3 On these encouraging

notes the thirtieth year of Baptist mission work in Cuba drew to

a close*

%icCall, “Hopefulness of the Cuban Outlook,” The Home
Field, XXVII (October, 1916), 28-29.



CONCLUSION

Most of the major Protestant denominations in the United

States began mission work in Cuba before the Spanish-American War,

with others entering after the war. Southern Baptists had out­

standing success before the war. A partial explanation for the

large number of Cubans who espoused the Baptist religion were the

close ties existing between the Catholic Church and the despised

Spanish government. Many Cubans turned against the Catholic

Church but did not join another. The purchase of the huge Jan3

theatre building in Havana in 1888 aided the prestige and promoted

an attitude of permanency toward the Baptist work.

Immediately after the war the Cubans, grateful for the

role of the United States in obtaining their independence, were

ready to accept everything American. Thus the Cubans favorably

received the Protestants and many wanted to be baptized who seem­

ingly did not understand what it meant. Eventually the Protestants

had to establish a period of candidacy for Cuban converts before

their baptism. At first the Protestants were quite a novelty in

many areas and this contributed to the interest in their work.

With continued American occupation of the island, the Cubans’

openness to Protestantism changed. Their resentment was especially

strong after Cuba was forced to accept the Platt Amendment and the

interventions under this amendment. The Protestant cause continued 

310



311

to suffer with rumors circulating in the island that the Protestants

were in Cuba to work secretly for its annexation to the United

States. The Baptists’ strong belief in the separation of church

and state helped them to avoid these problems. The actions of

some .Americans in Cuba during the occupation hurt the Protestant

cause. Though some of the early converts fell away, the consistent

lives of the Protestants and their services and ministries through

their churches and schools were able to overcome most of this

adverse feeling. The building of chapels rather than using rented

buildings for the churches created a much more favorable attitude

toward Protestantism.

The Baptist work in Cuba before the Spanish-American War

was begun and supervised by a native Cubai, Alberto J. Diaz. His

fiery testimony aroused the support of Baptists in the United States

for the Cuban mission work. He reported numerous converts before

the war, but many of these were not found following the war. A

dispute arose with Diaz in conflict with the Home Mission Board

and the other Southern Baptist workers in Cuba which culminated

in Diaz’s resignation as missionary of the Board. There followed

long law suits with Diaz claiming the property in Havana which

the Board had purchased before the war. Although these episodes

raised doubts as to the value of Diaz’s work, the effects of his

work were still evident. No doubt Diaz baptized as many as he

stated, but probably with many of these it was patriotism rather

than real spiritual religion. Many of his converts were genuine,

however, and made valuable Baptist leaders, such as J. V. Cova
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and M. M. Calejo. The Diaz controversy after the war was injurious

to the Baptist work in Cuba.

Several factors had adverse effects upon the Board and

the work of the Southern Baptists in Cuba. One was the Board's

lack of experience in foreign fields; again, the Southern Baptists

suffered from the lack of an .American representative in Cuba before

the war and immediately following it. Unlike most of the other

Protestant groups, the Home Mission Board could not draw from

experienced American missionaries serving in other Latin American

countries, as Cuba was the only foreign field occupied by the

Board. Although Southern Baptists had more native workers follow­

ing the war, the first American on the field was C. D. Daniel who

came in 1901. A second was M. N. McCall who came in 1905 and soon

became superintendent of the work as Daniel's health forced his

early retirement.

The Home Mission Board, too, had trouble keeping American

workers in Cuba, especially because of health problems. Although

most of the workers were Cubans, the Cuban churches were never

able to be completely self-supporting. The Cubans, however, did

make much progress in support of their churches.

Although the liberals supported the Baptists, the latter

had some difficulties with the government and some opposition from

the Catholic Church before the Spanish-American War, especially

involving the Baptist cemetery in Havana. However, after the

constitution was promulgated in 1901, which provided religious

freedom and separation of church and state, the Baptists had no 
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problems with the government and only isolated cases of mild per­

secution from the Roman Catholic Church, such as noise outside

the services, threats, and accusations that they were political

agents of the United States.

Daniel was important in giving the Baptist work in Cuba

guidance especially in the critical time of problems and disagree­

ments with Diaz. He proved the need of missionaries from the

United States to serve along with native Cubans. McCall became

of inestimable value to the mission work in Cuba. He was the one

American missionary the Home Mission Board could depend on to stay

on the job in Cuba no matter what occurred. He remained even when

his wife died and his children became ill with tuberculosis.

McCall, too, was very valuable in training Cuban ministers in the

seminary which he conducted in Havana.

During the years following the war until 1916 a strong

Baptist denomination grew in western Cuba. A convention of the

Baptist churches in western Cuba was formed in 1905, followed by

the formation of a Sunday school association which promoted the

lisa of methods proved successful by Southern Baptists in the

United States. A woman's missionary society was founded during

this period and annual Bible conferences for Cuban workers became

traditional. The denomination began publishing its own newspaper

and set up a printery.

Most of the Protestant groups in Cuba entered into agree­

ments about their work, such as not entering towns of specified

sizes where other Protestants were already at work. Southern
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Baptists, however, never entered any of these agreements, although 

they cooperated with the other groups.

Important contributions were made by the Baptists and

other Protestants in the field of education. The most important

Baptist school was the Cuban-American College in Havana. They

also maintained other primary schools. Some indirect results

of Protestant work in Cuba found expression in a higher moral

tone, purer civic atmosphere, improvement of hygiene and sanita­

tion, increased number of marriages, and a stimulation of the

Roman Catholic Church to give more adequate service.
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