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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this analysis of the Twenty-seventh

Congress, First Session, is to determine from the se­

lected roll calls any specific party or regional pattern

in the voting habits of the Representatives in Washing­

ton. The roll-call votes are located in the full report

of debates in the Congressional Globe and without debate

in the Journal of the House of Representatives.

The roll calls analyzed for this studv were

public measures; however, not all the roll calls on

such measures were studied. Only 118 were chosen because

the debate and votes often reflected almost identical

or repeating patterns in sectional and party voting.

As nearly as possible, a cross section of issues was

selected for analysis. The general categories repre­

sented by the roll calls included all of the major areas

^Congressional Globe, 27 Cong., 1 Sess. (1841),
and Journal of the House of Representatives, 27 Cong.,
1 Sess. (1841) .
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of federal legislation. Because of parliamentary ma­

neuvers, certain bills and resolutions produced several

roll calls either in an effort to gain final approval

or perhaps to keep them from ever coming to a vote. In

the case of such duplication the terminal roll-call vote

was chosen. Private bills were eliminated because of

their limited scope and because significant sectional

and party consideration could not readily be discerned

from such votes.

Each roll call selected for the study was given

a code number by which it is listed, with a concise

explanation, in Appendix I. All tables and references

to a particular roll-call vote refer to the specified

code number.

This analysis was conducted largely with the aid

of an electronic computer program developed for this

type of study by the staff of the University of Alabama

Computer Center. The yea or nay vote or failure to

vote of each member of the House on each selected roll

call was posted. The voting record was placed on data

2Appendix II at the end of this study lists
the roll calls by subject matter.
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processing cards for each Representative. The informa­

tion thus coded was analyzed by computer, which yielded

voting percentages on each roll call for the whole

House, for all Democrats and for all Whigs, and for
3House and party by sections. These percentages were

employed for various tables contained in this study.

On tables concerning the percentage vote on each roll

call, a plus indicates a yea majority of two thirds or

more, a minus signifies a nay two-thirds or more ma­

jority, and a zero denotes less than a two-thirds ma­

jority either yea or nay (Table 2). On tables illus­

trating sectional pairings, a plus indicates that the

two sections voted similarly (both sections showed a

two-thirds majority or more on the same side of a ques­

tion or both sections were divided on the issue) , a

minus that the two sections were in antagonism (two-

thirds majority or more were on opposite sides of a

question), and a zero that the two sections were not

alike but not in opposition (one of two compared

3UNIVAC 1107 Computer located at the Univer­
sity of Alabama Research Center, Huntsville, operated
from the main Computer Center, Tuscaloosa.



4

sections closely divided on an issue produced a two-

thirds majority position in the other section). Tables

3, 4, and 5 are examples.

The First Session of the Twenty-seventh Con­

gress cannot be studied in a vacuum. Many contributing

factors make the main issues difficult to isolate.

Party affiliation, local interests, age, and personal

association probably affected the vote of each Repre­

sentative. Consequently, on the data processing card

were included party membership, regional location, age

category, and code number of each congressman, along
4with his vote on each roll call.

Information of the coded cards was also appli­

cable for scalagram analysis programs developed by the

staff of the University of Alabama Computer Center. The

Biographical Directory of the American Congress,
1774-1961 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1961);
Rand McNally Road Atlas (Chicago: Rand McNally & Co.,
1963); Survey Research Center, Consortium for Political
Research, University of Michigan, Master List of Members
of United States Congresses, 1965 (copy in University of
Alabama Library, Tuscaloosa); The Tribune Almanac for
the Years 1838 to 1868 (New York: New York Tribune,
1868); and White1s Conspectus of American Biography
(New York: James T. White & Co., 1937).
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purpose of scalagram analysis is twofold: (1) to dis­

cover groups of roll calls which nearly all members of

Congress agreed were related and which could be arranged

in a sequence from easiest to hardest to vote for; and

(2) to assign a scale position to each congressman

indicating how far he would go in support of the proposi­

tion involved in each scalable set of roll calls. Be­

cause of persisting party alignment among both Democrats

and Whigs, scalagram analysis yielded no substantial

information in the study of the Twenty-seventh Congress,

First Session.

Chapter I is a political backdrop for the con­

gressional session. Chapters II, III, and IV present

analyses of the total House vote, the Democratic party

vote, and the Whig party vote. Chapter V is a discussion 

of conclusions reached as a result of the study.



CHAPTER I

TYLER'S OPPOSITION TO WHIG POLICIES

In the 1820's sectionalism was witnessed in

congressional controversies chiefly over the national

bank, tariffs, internal improvements, and public lands.

Economic differences were the root of these issues.

In speeches and votes congressmen reflected their di­
vergent interests stemming from localism.^

In the 1830's and 1840's sectionalism spread

into other areas of life. In religion, under the strain

of the slavery controversy, the humanitarian movement

in New England and the traditionalism of the South

fostered discord which resulted in several churches

^Charles S. Sydnor, The Development of Southern
Sectionalism, 1819-1848, Vol. V of A History of the
South, edited by Wendell H. Stephenson and E. Merton
Coulter (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press
and The Littlefield Fund for the Southern History of
the University of Texas, 1948) , p. 315.

6
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splitting into Northern and Southern branches. In edu­

cation the establishment of Southern colleges and theo­

logical seminaries contributed to intellectual provin­

cialism. In literature, local-color writings became

prominent; regional literary and religious journals

multiplied. In industry and commerce, Southerners were

aware that the increase in the trade between the Old

Northwest and the Northeast was curbing commercial

interests on the Mississippi River. To compensate,

the South considered establishing factories and direct

trade relations with England. But paramount was the

slavery crisis. The abolition crusade startled and

angered Southerners and increased the sentiment toward

Southern unity. Similarly Northerners protested against

the pro-slavery fire-eaters whose justification of their
2"perculiar institution" included Biblical passages.

Hence, in the 1830's and 1340's sectionalism

was more deeply attached to emotion, and it permeated

intellectual, spiritual, and cultural, as well as eco­

nomic, phases of life. Yet, sectionalism was becoming

less conspicuous in politics than it had been in the

2Ibid., p. 316.
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1820* s. Why this decline of sectionalism in politics

at the very time when it was becoming more pronounced
3m almost every other aspect of life?

The formation of the Whig party during Jackson's

second administration connotes the only thoroughgoing

dual-party period in all nineteenth century Southern

history. But Southerners were still unable to express

their opinions in party platforms or settle their dif­

ferences by votes. Neither Whig nor Democratic party

presented a program that was completely satisfactory
4to large segments of Southern political sentiment.

Northern industrial developments were at the

base of much of the political conflict. Reformers and

labor leaders sought to limit working hours, favored

3Ibid., p. 316.
4For further information see: E. Malcolm Carroll,

Origins of the Whig Party (Durham: Duke University
Press, 1925); Ch. IV; Arthur C. Cole, The Whig Party
in the South (Washington, D. C.: American Historical
Association, 1913); Anthony B. Norton, The Great Revolu­
tion of 1840 (Dallas, Tex.: A. B. Norton & Co., 1888),
p. 313; Robert Ormsby, A History of the Whig Party
(Boston: Crosby, Nichols & Co., 1860); Arthur M.
Schlesinger, Jr., The Age of Jackson (Boston: Little,
Brown & Co., 1953), Ch. XXII; Glyndon G. Van Deusen,
The Jackson Era, 1828-1848 (New York: Harper & Broth­
ers 1959) and The Life of Henry Clay (Boston: Little
Brown & Co., 1937).
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social adjustments, and opposed a national bank. Con­

versely, the wealthier and more conservative element

of society clung to the benefits they had gained through

the Federalist and National Republican programs. The

agrarian South felt little interest in the conflict

which formed a major issue between the Democrat and

Whig parties. The contemporary democratic movement

among some farmers in the South raised different hopes

and aspirations from those of the Northern urban worker.

These two diverse groups were not to join forces.

Most Southerners were apathetic toward the

class-struggle elements of the Whig-Democratic conflict

in the North, but a small group in the South found

solace in the Whig party. The Kentucky hemp growers,

Louisiana sugar planters, and the businessmen of Mary­

land gravitated to the Whig party because of the eco­

nomic and social stability offered by obtaining a na-
£

tional bank and a protective tariff.

However, Henry Clay's "American System" drove

5Sydnor, The Development of Southern Section­
alism, p. 316.

^Ibid., p. 316.
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the other Southerners from the Whig party just as the

radical ideas and reformatory zeal of some of the

Democratic leaders aroused the fears of the Southerners.

The dilemma for the Southern voter was: choosing be­

tween two parties each of which contained unfavorable

elements. Since neither party took a clear and satis­

factory stand on the maintenance of slavery, the

Southerner could see little difference in the parties.

As a result, he made his choice on the basis of minor

events and insignificant words. It was evident that

the main activity of Southern politicians in the 1830's

and 1840's consisted in struggles for local place and
7power rather than in the national party contests.

In the election of 1840, the Whig's began to

improve their position in the South. Instead of Clay,

William Henry Harrison, a dark horse, was chosen as

Whig candidate for the Presidency. The Whigs made a

strong bid for the Southern vote by nominating John

Tyler, a perfect representative of strict-construction

views. Conflicting ideas made it impossible for the

7 Ibid., p. 317.
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Whigs to agree on a platform. Therefore, they appealed

to emotion rather than reason. The Democrats renominated
8Van Buren on the defense of his administration.

The popular voting percentage was close: 52.87

per cent for the Whigs and 46.82 per cent for the Demo­

crats. But the electoral vote showed the difference:

234 to 60 in favor of Harrison. The Whigs carried seven

Southern states, losing only Virginia, South Carolina,

Alabama, and Arkansas. Even though the Democrats were

defeated, their position was not hopeless in any Southern

state. For example, in Kentucky where the Whigs were

strong, the Democrats received more than one third of
9the popular votes.

Thus, the Whigs were in power, but in name only.

On March 17, 1841, President William Henry Harrison

issued a proclamation convening Congress in a special

session on May 31, to consider sundry weighty and im­

portant matters principally growing out of the condition

o
Ibid.. p. 317.

9Ibid., p. 319.
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of the revenue and finances of the United States 10

For further information see: Freeman Cleaves,
Old Tippecanoe (New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1939),
Chs. XXII-XXIV; George T. Curtis, Life of Daniel
Webster (New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1872), Vol. II,
Chs. XXVI and XXVII; Clement Eaton, A History of the
Old South (New York: Macmillan Co., 1949), Chs. XII-
XVI; Hugh R. Fraser, Democracy in the Making, The
Jackson-Tyler Era (New York: Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1938),
pp. 138-235; Claude M. Fuess, Daniel Webster, 1830-
1852 (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1930), Vol. II,
pp. 80-129; George Pierce Garrison, Westward Extension,
1841-1850, Vol. XVII of The American Nation, edited
by Albert Bushnell Hart (New York: Harper & Brothers,
1906), pp. 43-66; Dorothy Goebel, William Henry
Harrison (Indianapolis: Historical Bureau of the
Indiana Library and Historical Dept., 1926) , Vol. XIV,
Chs. X and XI; Oscar D. Lambert, Presidential Politics
in the United States, 1841-1844 (Durham: Duke Univer­
sity Press, 1936), pp. 4-48; Vernon L. Parrington, Main
Currents in American Thought (New York: Harcourt,
Brace & Co., 1927), Vol. II, pp. 296-310; David M.
Potter and Thomas S. Manning, Nationalism and Section­
alism in America, 1775-1877 (New York: Henry Holt &
Co., 1949), pp. 99-210; James G. Randall and David
Donald, The Civil War and Reconstruction (Boston: D. C.
Heath & Co., 1961), Chs. I-VI; Robert Seager, And Tyler
Too (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1963), Chs. VI-VIII;
Edward Stanwood, A History of the Presidency from 1897
to 1916 (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1916), Vol. I,
Ch. XVI; Charles S. Sydnor, The Development of Southern
Sectionalism, 1819-1848, Vol. V of A History of the
South, edited by Wendell H. Stephenson and E. Merton
Coulter (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press
and the Littlefield Fund for the Southern History of the
University of Texas, 1948), pp. 134-340; and Frederick
Jackson Turner, The United States, 1830-1850: The Na­
tion and its Sections (New York: Peter Smith, 1950;
first published, New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1935),
pp. 488-534.



13

By April 4, the President was dead. John Tyler became

the first vice president to succeed to the presidency

upon the death of the chief executive. In both Houses

of Congress there was debate over the correct power

and title Tyler should obtain. Tyler established pre­

cedents for'the vice president by assuming the full

and unstigmatized title of president.

As heir to the presidency John Tyler was deter­

mined to perserve the Union as a compact of sovereign

states as long as it was within the power of his office

to do so. His Address to the People of the United

States on April 9, 1841, revealed his plan to resort

to the "Fathers of the great Republican School" for ad­

vice and instruction to be drawn from their wise views
12of the system of government.

On May 31, Tyler issued a message to the Special

Session of the Twenty-seventh Congress. He announced

that he would rely on the combined wisdom of both Houses

‘''■''Robert J. Morgan, A Whig Embattled (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1954), p. 16.

L2Henry A. Wise, Seven Decades of the Union
(Philadelphia: J. P. Lippincott & Co., 1872), p. 184.
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of Congress, would receive their counsel and advice

so as to extricate the country from its financial em­

barrassment following the panic of 1837. He called for

the distribution of the proceeds from the sale of public

lands, provided that it would not result in higher

tariff duties. He explained that the compromise Tariff

of 1833, expiring within a year, should not be dis­

turbed. Recognizing that the Sub Treasury system had

repeatedly been condemned, he sought to amend the law.

The President concluded that he would use the veto

power only if necessary. Opposed to drafting bills

in executive departments, he believed in informing but

not in leading Congress. He felt that it was up to

Congress, the immediate representative of the people,
13to formulate plans, and he would judge the outcome.

Tyler epitomized in his life the political and social

ideals of the region in which he was born and reared.

He proved to be a gentleman of the Old Virginia School.

Soon he would exhibit his hybrid nature: a state-

13Thomas H. Benton, Thirty Years' View from
1820 to 1850 (New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1856), Vol.
II, pp. 211-376.
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rights conservative by birth, Democratic-Republican

by political sentiment, and Whig party member by
X, • 14choice.

Tyler's vigorous and unhesitating use of the

veto power stood out in astonishing contrast to his

lack of boldness in proposing legislation. His exten­

sive use of the veto blocked adoption of Henry Clay's
15"American System,"--a program of Whig reform. Clay's

six points were: to repeal the Sub Treasury Bill, to

establish a uniform system of bankruptcy, to incorporate

another national bank, to increase the tariff, to

authorize a treasury loan, and to distribute to the
1 g

states the proceeds from the sale of public lands.

In August and September the battle between the
17President and Congress reached its climax. The first

bank veto on August 16 was followed by the negation of

14Morgan, A Whig Embattled, pp. 27-37.

15Ibid., pp. 38-40.
1 g
George R. Poage, Henry Clay and the Whig

Party (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina
Press, 1936) , Ch. III.

17"The Twenty-seventh Congress" (editorial),
Washington National Intelligencer, August 14, 1841.
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the second bank bill on September 9 on grounds that

neither bill was a measure which Congress had the con-
18stitutional power to legislate. He explained that

his vetoes were in defense of the Constitution as he
19understood it and in service of the public good.

On June 25, 1842 he refused to consent to the

tariff measure, this time because he considered it an

unsound policy. He demanded that revenue continue to
20be collected under the Tariff Act of 1833. On August

5, 1842, the President vetoed the second tariff and

distribution bill because it seemed to him to be an

unwise policy. He sent a "Protest Message" to the House

of Representatives protesting their attempt to amend

the fundamental law of the constitution through legis-
u.- 21lative action.

Having used the veto power to achieve the legis­

lation he wanted, Tyler signed a final tariff bill and

18"The Bank Veto" (editorial), Washington Na­
tional Intelligencer, August 17, 1841.

19Morgan, A Whig Embattled, pp. 46-47.

20Ibid., pp. 47-48.

Ibid., pp. 48-51.
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pocket-vetoed the distribution bill. He regarded the

revival of business after the summer of 1842 as a re­

sult of his vetoes. The overthrow of the Whigs in the

elections of 1842 seemed to strengthen his convictions

that his defense of the dignity and powers of the
23presidency was justified.

Some historians have praised Tyler's exceptional

degree of courage, loyalty to duty, and adherence to

strict constructionist convictions. They have commended

his steadfastness, which produced a struggle between

one of the greatest of all congressional party leaders,

Henry Clay, and one of the most obdurate of all presi-
24dents. On the other hand, other authors have declared

that Tyler kept the faith but fought a bad fight, that

his virtues were those of inaction rather than action,

and that he was greater in what he was than in what he

22Robert H. McKenzie, "An Analysis by Section
and Party of the Roll-Call Votes in the House of Repre­
sentatives in the Second Session of the Twenty-seventh
Congress" (M.A. thesis, University of Alabama, 1966) .

2 3Morgan, A Whig Embattled, p. 53.
24Ibid., p. 26.
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did. They pronounced him a fallen angel of Whiggery.

In less than six months Tyler had enjoyed the

thrill of sudden elevation to the highest office in

the land and had suffered the bitterness of defeat and

disgrace. For both experiences he was indebted to the

Whigs. They had hailed his name with his accession and

by September 13, the date of adjournment for the Special

Session of the Twenty-seventh Congress, they had os-
27tracised him from their party. This meteoric presi­

dential episode resulted in the resignation of the

Harrison-appointed Cabinet and in a man without a party

being burned in effigy across the country. After having

seen the flickering lights from his own windows, he ex­

claimed, "The light reflected from the burning effigies
28served to render the path of duty more plain."

25Charles S. Sydnor, review of Oliver P.
Chi two o d, John Tyler: Champion of the Old South,
Journal of Southern History, VI (May 1940), p. 267.

26 .Morgan, A Whig Embattled, p. 1.
’7Oliver P. Chitwood, John Tyler: Champion of

the Old South (New York: D. Appleton-Century Co.,
1939), p. 252.

28Chitwood, Tyler: Champion of the Old South,
P. 296.



CHAPTER II

PATTERNS IN THE TOTAL VOTE

The tabular representation of the voting

patterns reflected in the total House gives an indi­

cation of the sectional or party attitudes in regard

to the bills and resolutions analyzed in this study.

The three tables in this chapter are arranged

first to show sectional voting patterns in the whole

House and in each party, secondly to illustrate the

sectional pairings in the entire House, and thirdly, to

indicate party membership. Each table exhibits the

divisions of the states into six regions: (1) the six

New England states, (2) the Middle Atlantic states in­

cluding Delaware, (3) the southern part of Ohio, Indiana,

and Illinois to a line representing the extension of the

southern border of Pennsylvania, (4) the northern part

of the Old Northwest, incorporating Michigan and the

northern portions of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, (5)

ten Solid South states from Virginia to Texas, and (6) 

19
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the Border South states of Maryland, Kentucky, Tennessee,
and Missouri.1

Table 1 shows the voting patterns of the Demo­

crats, Whigs, and the total House based on a two-thirds

majority in each of the six sections. This table indi­

cates clearly a high degree of commitment of a section

for or against a bill or resolution. A glance at Table 1

immediately reveals the unity of the political parties

as they opposed each other on major issues. (The Demo­

crats and Whigs are discussed in Chapters III and IV

respectively). First, an examination of the entire House

voting pattern is pursued.

From the 118 roll calls all sections voted alike

on eight issues. Party feeling and sectional sentiment

Although the source from which the Southern
sectional assignments were taken does not precisely fit
the period of history of this study in regard to Solid
South, the term has been retained as it does designate
that portion of the South which was most tightly bound by
one-crop and slave economy and political state-rights
views. In any study of this nature, involving quantitative
transfer of data from roll-call vote to posting sheets
to data processing cards and from computer print-outs
to tables, the presence of a certain.amount of error is
recognized. All figures have been double-checked and
errors found to be negligible. In a final check of the
entire clerical procedure, it was discovered that three
congressmen had been assigned to erroneous sectional
code groups. The effects of this error were traced through
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2were largely absent in these roll calls. Of these eight

roll calls, five dealt with government appropriations:

(1) a 2 per cent fund from land sales for the construction

of a railroad; (2) Post Office Department appropriations;

(3) money for the purchase of books for the Library of

Congress; and (4) appropriations for the support of

the home naval squadron. The remaining three roll calls

were related to the Revenue Bill and procedure for re­

moval from office. All sections voted to have tea and

coffee added to the list of free articles probably be­

cause neither was produced in the United States. In

regard to the amendments relating to the procedure for

removal from office, it was advantageous for each

Representative to know the circumstances surrounding the

removal. On the other hand, the Representatives felt

it was not necessary to know why the removal from office

had not been sooner. Thus, from these eight roll calls

one can understand that because none of the roll calls

the analysis and found to be of such little significance
that it was deemed unnecessary to reprocess corrected data.

Roll call code numbers: 29, 41, 47, 48, 57, 77,
78, and 105. Appendix I at the end of this study explains
each roll call.
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was directed upon party or sectional lines, the

congressmen voted in agreement with one another.

A second grouping of the roll-call votes in

the whole House is the pattern of only one region

breaking unanimity. Thirteen roll calls disclose one
3maverick section: five times it was New England, only

4once the Middle Atlantic, the southern part of the

Old Northwest three times,the Solid South and the
g

Border South Representatives twice each. The northern

division of the Old Northwest never broke the pattern.

Straight party alignment accounted for more

than one fourth of the entire roll calls (thirty-three).

The subject matter of these thirty-three votes included

the points outlined in Henry Clay's "American System."
7The Whigs favored the repeal of the Sub Treasury Bill,

g
the establishment of a bankruptcy policy, the rebirth

3Roll call code numbers: 27, 42, 55, 63, and
69.

^Roll call code number: 74s
5Roll call code numbers: 17, 30,  and 35.
6Roll call code numbers: 49 and 96, 16 and 111.
7Roll call code numbers: 1 and 3.
o _Roll call code numbers: 7, 8, 11, and 12.
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9of a national bank, the distribution of the proceeds

from the sale of public lands,a protective tariff,
12the Loan Bill, and adoption of the rules and orders

of the previous House with the exclusion of the "gag
, 13rule." The Democrats unified as a party to attempt

to repel the Whigs on these topics.

Looking at sectional alignment, a North versus

South picture appears. This was specifically related

to the 21st rule, the "gag rule," which stated that
14resolutions regarding slavery would not be considered.

When John Quincy Adams offered an amendment that would

destroy the effectiveness of the "gag rule," the

Souther sections leaped to oppose this. Therefore it is

evident that the New England, Middle Atlantic, Southern

Northwest, and Northern Northwest sections rejected the

9Roll ■call code numbers: 17-19, 21, 56, 114-116
10Roll call code number: 26.
11Roll call code numbers: 32, 34, 35, 44 , and

99.
12 •>Roll call code numbers: 117 and 118.
13Roll call code numbers: 7, 50-52, 54, 58, 65,

and 69.
14Ro11 call code numbers: 60-62, and 73.



32

"gag rule" which the South favored.

Another sectional schism was the New England,

Middle Atlantic, and Southern Northwest versus the

Northern Northwest, Solid South, and Border South
15sections. The majority of these seven roll calls en­

compass the adoption of the Fortification and Armament

Bill. Amendments to this bill referring to the

appropriation of funds for the improvement of forts and

arms were especially beneficial to the three sections

that supported the bill.

Of the fifteen roll calls the Southern sections

voted similarly when other regions scattered their
16votes in indecision. The main subjects of these

roll calls were the establishment of a bankruptcy policy,

a National bank, the Revenue Bill, and the Fortification

and Armament Bill.

Because of the straight party vote on many of

the issues, two patterns frequently appear in the whole

House: (1) New England, Southern Northwest, and Border

South sections voting alike and Middle Atlantic, Northern

15Roll call code numbers: 4, 88, 90, 91, 94, gg,
and 107.

l^Roll call code numbers: 10, 76, 80, 81, 86,
89, 92-94, 97-99, 109, 110, and 113.
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Northwest, and Solid South sections dispersing their
17votes ■ or (2) New England and Southern Northwest

sections responding together and the four other sections
18scattering their votes.

The remainder of the roll calls do not fall into

a distinctive sectional pattern. Thus, from the roll­

call votes in the whole House, one may perceive three

categories: (1) about 7 per cent of the time all

sections were in complete agreement; (2) approximately

38 per cent of the time either straight party alignment

or a party cohesion with only one maverick section

appeared; and (3) sectional patterns were evidenced in

various combinations on a fifth of the roll calls in­

volved in this study. The 86 per cent from the zero

line in the House total vote (Table 1) re-emphasizes

the extremely high number of times the whole House was

unable to achieve a two-thirds vote either way.

A more detailed picture of the voting patterns

in the whole House is drawn from a consideration of

17Roll call code numbers: 1, 3, 20-23, 32,
51, and 56.

18Roll call code numbers: 5, 6, 18, 19, 33,
46, 50, and 54.
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sectional pairings. The sectional vote pairings are

perhaps the most definitive demonstration of party

alignment in the Special Session of the Twenty-seventh

Congress. In an analysis of the pairings of the

sections, emphasis is on repeated voting behavior of

each section rather than on legislation itself.

In Table 2 the roll-call vote of each section,

based on a two-thirds majority, is compared with the

vDte of the other five sections. At the end of Table 2

are percentages of agreeing, opposing, and dissimilar

sectional positions on 118 roll calls. From the plus

line of the total House summary, sectional concurrence

is seen to vary from 77 to 16 per cent. Of the fifteen

pairings that the six regions form, the Middle Atlantic

and the Northern portion of the Old Northwest reveal

the highest percentage of agreement. The two areas

that illustrate the least cohesion are the New England

and Solid South Areas. The agreement percentages do

fall into a North versus South pattern.

The minus line ranges from 31 to 0 per cent.

The two highest scores of opposition result from the

North-South relation of the Solid South with New England
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and the southern portion of the Old Northwest. The

other pairs of sections show little dissention.

In the zero line the numbers are more evenly

distributed. The percentage span is generally 66 to

40. The combination of the Middle Atlantic and the

Northern Northwest sections displays a singularly low

number of dissimilar votes (22 per cent), but in relation

to New England, these two sections exhibit the highest

dissimilarity of votes (66 per cent).

Table 3 illustrates that party alignment

dominated two thirds of the roll calls, and sectional

sentiment explained one third. Party membership in the

House was 59 per cent Whig. New England, the Southern

Northwest, and the Border South areas afforded approxi­

mately 70 per cent Whig support. The Middle Atlantic

and Northern Northwest had 54 per cent and 64 per cent

respectively in the House of Representatives. Only in

the Solid South region did Democratic party membership

exceed that of the Whigs (thirty six to thirty two) .

No section in the country had a two-thirds percentage of

Democrats in Congress; hence, it is impossible for party

alone to explain outright sectional antagonism.
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TABLE 3

PARTY MEMBERSHIP BY SECTIONS IN THE U. S. HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE TWENTY-SEVENTH

CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Sections
Number of
Democrats

Number of
Whigs

New England 11 28 (72%)
Middle Atlantic 35 41 (54%)
Southern Northwest 5 12 (71%)
Northern Northwest 5 9 (64%)
Solid South 36 (56%) 32
Border South 11 25 (69%)

Total 103 146

Concurrence such as is indicated by the plus

line in the summary of Table 2 would be normally a party

produced pattern for any combination of the three

sections with Whigs representing two thirds of the total

(New England, Southern Northwest, and Border South) or

any combination of the four sections with closely

divided delegation (because close division in both

sections of a pair on a roll call is shown as a + relation­

ship in Table 2). Furthermore, the closeness of the

Whig proportion to a bare two thirds in the former three
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sections would permit close division on any roll call

on which a few members did not vote or a very few

Whigs deserted party policies. The total number of

Houae members from each portion of the Old Northwest

is so low that absence or deviation from party position

by a Representative or two could have altered the total

vote of the section's congressional delegation to pro­

duce a two-thirds majority or eliminate one. For these

reasons, dissimilarity or concurrence (0 or + in the

summary line of Table 2) can be accepted as heavily

related to party loyalties.

Antagonism between pairs of sections not in­

volving either Northwest section is significant because

only by the shift of a considerable number of Representa­

tives from party line could such antagonism result. The

minus line in the summary of Table 2 bears scrutiny,

then. Insignificant percentages prevail for all combi­

nations except the above mentioned ones involving the

Solid South, which had nearly seventy Representatives.

For the Democrats 56 per cent to be brought up to 67

or more per cent so as to produce antagonism with Whig-

dominated New England or Southern Northwest at least
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eight or nine Southern Whigs had to oppose party for

section in a full turnout vote. Such abandonment did
i

occur on 30 or 31 per cent of the roll calls, chiefly

pertaining to the bankruptcy policy, "gag rule," and

Fortification and Armament Bill.

Therefore, from the study of voting patterns

(Table 1), sectional vote pairings (Table 2), and party

membership (Table 3), it is evident that party cohesion

in the whole House was extensively involved in the 118

roll calls and that notable sectional tendencies were

exhibited only by the Solid South area, and on almost

one third of the roll calls. Analysis, by party, in

subsequent chapters, will clarify the sectional aspects

further.



CHAPTER III

PATTERNS IN THE DEMOCRATIC VOTE

Paralleling the whole House voting patterns

are the Democratic voting patterns in each of the six

regions (Table 1). Out of 118 roll calls the Democrats

abandoned party alignment only twice to vote in agree­

ment with the Whigs--to include tea and coffee on the

list of tariff-free articles,and to adopt an amend-
2ment relating to removal from office.

Democratic party antagonism against the Whigs

is apparent on eighty-four roll calls. As explained

in Chapter II, the subject matter centers around Henry

Clay's "American System." The Democrats in all six

regions unified to block portions of the Whig program
on the repeal of the Sub Treasury Bill,* 2 3 the establish-

IroII call code number 41.
2Roll call code number 77.
3Roll call code numbers: 1-3, 111, and 112.

47
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ment of a bankruptcy policy, the rebirth of a national

bank,the distribution of the proceeds from the sale
6 7 8of public lands, a protective tariff, a Loan Bill,

and the adoption of the rules and orders of the prev-
9xous House with the exclusion of the "gag rule."

Closely associated with a straight party vote

is a pattern that appears nine times in the Democratic

vote. The pattern was formed when Democrats of only

one region responded independently of party direction:
New England scattered her votes only once;^° two times

the Middle Atlantic section prevented party unanimity

the southern part of the Old Northwest deserted the

Democratic position only once to favor the Whig design;

4Roll call code numbers: 5-14, 114-116.
5ro11 call code numbers: 16-21, 71, and 113.

6Roll call code numbers: 23-26.
7Roll call code numbers: 30-32, 34-36, 38, 39,

41-45, and 99.
g
Roll call code numbers: 22, 117, and 118.
9Roll call code numbers: 7, 50-55, 58, 63, 65,

68, 69, and 75.
10ro11 call code number 98.
11Roll call code numbers: 37 and 106.
12Roll call code number 4.
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the Northern Northwest failed to follow party lines only
13once; the Solid South separated from the Democratic

14voting plan three times; and the Border South dis-
, ,..15agreed only one time.

Sectionalism rarely appeared in the Democratic

party. A North versus South trend arose once over the

National Bank Bill and four times in regard to the " gag
rule."16

The percentages for the Democratic total at

the end of Table 1 emphasize strong party cohesion.

Approximately nine tenths of the roll calls were straight

party votes. The Democratic party plus or minus totals

(representing at least two-thirds cohesion in every

section) confirms party fusion. The zero line of the

Democratic total vote, furthermore, shows that the Demo­

crats were unable to consolidate their total vote on

only 7 per cent of the roll calls. Therefore, in the

13Roll call code number 97.
14Ro11 call code numbers: 27, 33, and 96.
15Ro11 call code number 105.

16Ro11 call code numbers: 15, 60, 62, 66, and
67.
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Twenty-seventh Congress, First Session, the Democrats

demonstrated a definite party alignment on the bulk of

the 118 roll calls studied.

A study of the sectional vote pairings reit­

erates the findings from Table 1. An examination of

the Democratic party on sectional pairings reveals a

voting behavior emphasizing sectional agreement. The

basic substance of the analytical material on sectional

pairings in the Democratic vote is summarized at the

end of Table 4. After the last roll-call code number

and vote, sectional voting combinations are given in

percentages of concurring, opposing, and dissimilar

sectional votes.

Sectional agreement in the Democratic vote

ranges from 91 to 78 per cent (Table 4). Of the fif­

teen pairings that the six regions make possible, the

Solid South in relation to the Northern Northwest and

the Border South sections concurred nine tenths of the

time. Each of the other sectional pairs illustrate this

agreement pattern with only a slight percentage dif­

ference. The regions that least agreed are the Middle

Atlantic and Solid South (78 per cent)
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The minus percentage line reflects the small

amount of opposition within the Democratic party (from

6 to 2 per cent). The widely scattered subjects do

not fall into a pattern. Most frequently appearing

are items concerning the Fortification and Armament

Bill, the Public Lands Bill, a national bank, and the

"gag rule."

A close look at the zero percentage line on

the Table 4 summary shows that the Solid South and the

Southern Northwest both were unable to agree with New

England the the Middle Atlantic sections approximately
1716 per cent of the time. Similarly, the Border

South failed to concur with or oppose New England and

the Middle Atlantic sections on 13 per cent of the roll
, n 18calls.

Therefore, it may be concluded from the study

of Table 4 that there was strong intersectional agree­

ment among Democrats more than nine tenths of the time,

that sectional opposition was slight (ranging only up

17ro11 call code numbers: 15, 28, 59, and 96.

1 ARoll call code numbers: 15, 82, 105, and 
113.
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to 6 per cent), and that pairs of sections responded

even dissimilarly from each other on not more than one

sixth of the roll calls.



CHAPTER IV

PATTERNS TN THE WHIG VOTE

In contrast with the Democratic voting patterns

is the Whig voting pattern in each of the six regions

(Table 1) . The Whigs of all sections concurred on forty­

eight roll calls. The subject matter stemmed from Clay's
"American System."’'’

The Whigs demonstrated party cohesion with one

maverick region on a total of twenty-one roll calls.

The Solid South section prevented total party unity on

thirteen of the twenty-one roll calls. The main topics
2were; the repeal of the Sub Treasury Bill, the distri-

3bution of the proceeds from the sale of public lands,

’'’Roll call code numbers: 1, 3, 7, 8, 11, 12,
17-22, 32, 34, 35, 41, 44, 50-52, 54, 56, 58, 59, 63,
65, 69, 70, 71, 74, 113-118.

2Roll call code number 2.
3Roll call code numbers: 24 and 25.
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a protective tariff, the adoption of the rules and orders
5of the previous House, the Fortification and Armament

7Bill, and the Bankruptcy Bill. From the subjects of

the roll calls, it is apparent that the Solid South aban­

doned party lines to support sectional sentiment espe­

cially in relation to the protective tariff amendments.

The Border South failed to follow the Whig party

unity on five roll calls. These roll calls related to

the Bankruptcy Bill and the Fortification and Armament
Bill.4 5 * 7 8

This indication of the South's tendency to reject

Whig party policies continues when the two Southern

sections are compared with each other against the other

four sections. On thirty-two roll calls the Southern

sections concurred in opposing the North. The main issues

on which these Southern regions opposed the North were: 

4Roll call code numbers: 31, 40, 42, 43, 45,
and 100.

5Roll call code numbers: 64 and 68.
£2
Roll call code number 83.

7Roll call code number 112.
pRoll call code numbers: 6 and 14, 88, 94, and

98.
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the establishment of a Bankruptcy policy, the exclusion
of the "gag rule" from the rules and orders,1^ the pro­

cedure for removal from office,9 * 11 the Fortification and

12 13Armament Bill. and a protective tariff. Distinct

North-South sectional patterns are exhibited within the

Whig party on these policies.

New England and the Middle Atlantic sections

joined their votes in opposition to the four other re­

gions twice by: (1) splitting their votes on the amend­

ment to the Public Lands Bill to cease distribution when

duties exceeded 20 per cent, and (2) favoring passage

of the bill for the paving and repairing of a portion of
14Pennsylvania Avenue.

The total percentages for all Whigs, at the end

of Table 1, accent the fact that 81 per cent of the time

(total of + and - per cents) the House Whigs consolidated

9Roll call code numbers: 4, 5, 9, 10, 13, 110, and
111.

1(^Roll call code numbers: 60-62, 66, 67, and 73.

11Roll call code numbers: 76 and 80.

Roll call code numbers: 84, 85, 87, 91, 92, and
95-97.

Roll call code numbers: 101-103.
14Roii call code numbers: 28 and 107.
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their votes to affirm Clay's "American System." The

Whigs were unable to gather a two-thirds majority

either in the affirmative or in the negative (0 per

cent) on 19 per cent of the roll calls. The zero total

for the Southern sections is about three times larger

than for any of the other regions. This underlines

sectionalism within the Whig party. It is reasonable

to assume that less party unanimity and more of a

sectional schism did exist in the voting behavior of

the Whig party than of the Democratic during the Special

Session of the Twenty-seventh Congress.

In contrast to the strong party intersectional

alignments in the Democratic vote are the sectional

pairings in the Whig vote which indicate party dissen­

tion and sectional consolidation. The percentage lines

at the end of Table 5 summarizes the sectional pairings

in the roll-call voting pattern of the Whig party.

Sectional agreement in the Whig vote ranges from

90 to 51 per cent. Of the fifteen pairings, the combi­

nation of New England and the Middle Atlantic sections

reveals concurrence nine tenths of the time. The North­

east and Northwest show agreement in the 80 per cent 
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range. Wherever either of the Southern sections appear,

agreement percentages drop to a low of 69 to 51. The

roll-call votes in Table 5 reveal that the Solid South

was divided forty-four times when Whigs in the re­

mainder of the country achieved cohesion.The main

subject matter of these roll calls pertains to Henry

Clay's "American System." Similarly to the Solid

South is the Border South* s defiance of party cohesion
1 6

on thirty-three roll calls. The main issues are the

repeal of the Sub Treasury Bill, the Bankruptcy Bill,

the establishment of a national bank, the distribution

of the proceeds from the sale of public lands, the

Revenue Bill, the adoption of rules and orders, and

the Fortification and Armament Bill. The Southern

sections voted similarly on twenty-six of these roll

calls, reflecting considerable North-South sectional

15Roll call code numbers: 2-4, 9, 10, 13, 16,
24, 25, 31, 36-40, 42, 43, 45, 47, 43, 53, 55, 57, 60-
62, 64, 67, 68, 73, 80, 83-85, 91, 92, 95-97, 100-102,
106, 110-112.

16Roll call code numbers: 4, 5, 9, 10, 13, 14,
16, 27, 36, 38, 53, 55, 57, 60-62, 67, 73, 78, 84, 85,
89, 91, 92, 94-98, 101, 102, 110, and 111.
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17difference.

The percentage line that indicates sections in

opposition reiterates the relative cohesion of the

Northeast and Northwest. The slight dissention, asso­

ciated chiefly with the Southern areas, ranges from

14 to 5 per cent. No pairing from among the four

Northern sections produced more than a 3 per cent

antagonism.

The zero percentage line shows high dissimilar

percentages of the Solid and Border South (ranging from

37 to 26 per cent). The Northeastern and Northwestern

sections voted dissimilarly only one half as many times

as did the two Southern areas. Even though the Border

and Solid South often voted together to bolt party

policies, they voted dissimilarly on 28 per cent of

the roll calls.

It can be concluded that a definite though very

limited polarization of the sectional voting pattern

appeared in the Whig party. Evidence of the Southern

17Roll call code numbers: 4, 9, 10, 13, 16,
36, 38, 53, 55, 57, 60-62, 67, 73, 84, 85, 91, 9<2, 95-
97, 101, 102, 110, and 111.
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Whigs occasionally bolting party cohesion to follow

sectional sentiment is indicated in the sectional

pairings.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS

This study of the First Session of the Twenty -

seventh Congress was designed to reveal the degree and

nature of sectional and party loyalty of the congress­

men in 1841. After a dozen years of political leader­

ship the Democrats were now the minority party. Imme­

diately Henry Clay sought to legislate his "American

System," a program of Whig reform. A split between

President Tyler and Senator Clay as well as a schism

among the Whig congressmen followed.

Roll-call analysis of this Special Session

reiterates the sectional and party sentiments of the

period. Ths voting patterns in the total House as ex­

plained in Chapter III are divided in this manner: two

thirds of the 118 roll calls reveal strong party align­

ment and the remaining one third point to sectionalism

centering around the Solid South antagonism toward New

England and the Southern Northwest. The main subject 
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matter pertained to the bankruptcy policy, "gag rule,"

Fortification and Armament Bill, and the tariff. Party

membership did not account for the pronounced Solid

South opposition.

For the Democratic voting pattern, Tables 1 and

4 illustrate the unity of the fifteen sectional pairs

to the extent of agreement on nine tenths of the roll

calls. Sectional opposition was never more than 6 per

cent, and the Southern sections voted dissimilarly from

New England and the Middle Atlantic areas on only 16

per cent of the roll calls.

The Whig voting behavior (Tables 1 and 5) ac­

cented a distinct though limited sectional polarization.

Antagonism in sectional pairings emphasized the dis­

sention of the Southern Whigs. North-South sectionalism

was apparent in Whig voting on some of Clay's reforms.

Just as President Tyler felt he had to negate party

ties and veto portions of Whig legislation to protect

the interest of the people, a majority of Southern

Whigs joined together to break party cohesion and support

sectional sentiments.

Frequency distribution of roll calls by 
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percentage of votes on the prevailing side (Table 6)

summarizes the findings in the patterns of the total

House, Democratic, and Whig vote. The 90-100 per­

centage range on Table 6 is highly revealing: the

total House line indicates such a level of concurrence

in the Democratic party twice as large as among the

Whigs. This is clarified by the percentage range of

each section in both parties.

Both Democrats and Whigs demonstrated close

party cohesion in the Middle Atlantic and Southern

Northwest areas. A glance at all the percentage

categories reveals that the Whig party was only slight­

ly higher in party loyalty.

The New England and Northern Northwest sections

display opposite characteristics. The New England

Whigs were considerably more consolidated than were the

Democrats of that section, but the Democrats of the

Northern Northwest outstripped the Whigs of that area

in party solidarity. New England Democrats were only

slightly less cohesive than their Whig opponents, how­

ever, the Democratic percentage in the 80-89 per cent 

column is so large that it balances their deficiency
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TABLE 6

FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF ROLL CALLS BY PERCENTAGE
OF VOTES ON THE PREVAILING SIDE

Sections
and

Parties

Percentage of Roll Calls
_________ in Each Category_____________
90-100 80-89 70-79 60-69 50-59

New England
Dem.
Whig

46
69

31
12

8
8

5
7

9
3

Middle Atlantic
Dem. 64 13 7 10 6
Whig 69 14 5 7 5

Southern portion
of Old Northwest
Dem. 63 0 21 10 6
Whig 63 21 8 5 3

Northern portion
of Old Northwest
Dem. 82 7 3 6 2
Whig 69 5 8 9 7

Solid South
Dem. 75 13 5 3 4
Whig 14 28 19 23 17

Border South
Dem. 70 9 11 6 3
Whig 28 22 11 21 18

Total House
Dem. 66 9 12 8 5
Whig 32 29 17 15 7
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in the 90-100 per cent column.

In the Southern sections Democratic cohesion

is far greater than the Whig. It has previously been

noted that these two Southern sections were mavericks

in the Whig camp. The Southern Whigs mirrored John

Tyler's opposition to Henry Clay's "American System."

Their persisting local interests and state-rights

convictions were announced by their general opposition

to the Whig program.

It is reasonable to assume from this study of

the First Session of the Twenty-seventh Congress that

Democratic factionalism was not yet apparent, but that

the Whig party was already plagued by strong Southern 

sectionalism.



APPENDIX I

DESCRIPTION OF SELECTED ROLL-CALL VOTES IN THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE FIRST SESSION OF

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS*

Code
Number Subject of Vote

1. Vote to reconsider the vote of June 21 to repeal
the Sub Treasury Bill (114-86, p. 177, pp. 89-90).

2. Vote to end debate on the Sub Treasury Bill
(103-102, p. 331, pp. 305-306).

3. Vote on the passage of the bill to repeal the Sub
Treasury Law (134-87, p. 344, p. 313).

4. Vote to table the resolution to establish a
uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the
United States (119-82, p. 268, p. 238).

5. Vote to table the Bankruptcy Bill (91-123,
p. 299, p. 273) .

6. Vote to end debate in the Committee of the
Whole on the Bankruptcy Bill (79-89, p. 348,
pp. 330-331).

Following the description of each roll-call are
listed respectively, the yea-nay total vote, and the
page references to the Journal of the House of Repre­
sentatives , 27 Cong., 1 Sess. and to the Congressional
Globe, 27 Cong., 1 Sess. The roll-call tabulation
appears in both Journal and Globe and is almost al­
ways identical. The Journal is the official record,
but the Globe page reference leads one to the full
record of debate.
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APPENDIX I—Continued

Code
Number Subject of Vote

7. Vote to table the Bankruptcy Bill (89-98,
p. 353, p. 333).

8. Vote to reconsider the resolution to end debate
in the Committee of the Whole on the Bankruptcy
Bill (79-89, p. 354, p. 333).

9. Vote on the amendment to the Bankruptcy Bill which
would prohibit an alteration or a repealing of
any state law for the relief of insolvent
debtors, or which would prohibit an alteration
or a repealing of any such law exempting certain
goods and chattels from attachment, execution,
and distress (99-94, p. 363, p. 345).

10. Vote to table the Bankruptcy Bill and amendments
(110-97, p. 364, p. 345).

11. Vote to reconsider the vote to table the Bankruptcy
Bill (108-98, p. 371, p. 349).

12. Vote on the modification of the amendment to
prohibit an alteration or a repealing of state
law for the relief of insolvent debtors, or
which would prohibit an alteration or a re­
pealing of any such law exempting certain goods
and chattels from attachment, execution, and
distress (91-119, p. 375, p. 350).

13. Vote on the passage of the Bankruptcy Bill (111-
105, p. 377, p. 350).

14. Vote to reconsider the passage of the Bankruptcy
Bill (99-115, p. 379, p. 350).

15. Vote to table the resolution that the Select
Committee on the Currency be directed to in­
quire into the expediency of the establishment
of a National Bank (70-78, p. 170, p. 84).
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APPENDIX I—Continued

Code
Number Subject of Vote

16. Vote to suspend debate in the Committee of the
Whole on the bill to incorporate the sub­
scribers to the Fiscal Bank of the United States
(55-136, p. 313, p. 294).

17. Vote on the resolution to end debate in the
Committee of the Whole on the Fiscal Bank Bill
(128-98, p. 316, p. 294).

18. Vote on the passage of the Fiscal Bank Bill
(128-98, p. 324, p. 303).

19. Vote on the resolution to end debate in the
Committee of the Whole on the Second Fiscal
Bank Bill (116-76, p. 403, p. 368).

20. Vote on the passage of the Second Fiscal Bank
Bill (125-94, p. 409, p. 372).

21. Vote to pass the Second Fiscal Bank Bill over the
President's veto (103-80, p. 511, p. 449).

22. Vote on the passage of the Loan Bill authorizing
a loan not exceeding twelve million dollars
(124-93, p. 234, p. 191).

23. Vote to end debate in the Committee of the Whole
on the Public Lands Bill which would appropri­
ate the proceeds of the sales of the public
lands and to grant pre-emption rights (119-
84, p. 217, p. 155).

24. Vote to table the Public Lands Bill (105-119,
p. 220, p. 156).

25. Vote on passage of the Public Lands Bill (116-
108, p. 222, p. 156).
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APPENDIX I—Continued

Code
Number Subject of Vote

26. Vote to table the Public Lands Bill and
amendments (85-111, p. 431, p. 406).

27. Vote on the amendment to the Public Lands Bill
regarding the mode of apportionment to be made
under the census of 1840 and thereafter by any
future census (60-136, p. 435, p. 407).

28. Vote on the amendment to the Public Lands Bill
to cease distribution when duties exceed 20
per cent (107-95, p. 436, p. 407).

29. Vote on the amendment to the Public Lands Bill
regarding a 2 per cent fund to be applied to
the construction of a railroad leading from
Brandon, Mississippi, to the eastern boundary
of Mississippi in the direction of the towns
of Selma, Cahawba, and Montgomery, Alabama
(140-42, p. 438, p. 407).

30. Vote to reconsider the vote on the amendment to
cease distribution when duties exceed 20 per
cent (95-100, p. 439, p. 407).

31. Vote on amendment that nothing in the Revenue
Bill would affect the distribution of proceeds
of public lands (103-93, p. 483, p. 444).

32. Vote to table the Revenue Bill concerning duties
and drawbacks (93-123, p. 292, p. 272).

33. Vote on the amendment to the Revenue Bill to
repeal the drawback on railroad iron to states
and corporations (92-119, p. 295, p. 272).

34. Vote on the passage of the Revenue Bill (116-101,
p. 302, p. 274).
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APPENDIX I—Continued

Code
Number Subject of Vote

35. Vote to reconsider the passage of the Revenue
Bill (99-115, p. 305, p. 275).

36. Vote on the amendment to the Revenue Bill to in­
clude salt on the list of free articles
(94-88, p. 470, p. 443).

37. Vote on the amendment to the Revenue Bill to
include iron on the list of free articles
(82-100, p. 472, p. 443).

38. Vote on the amendment to the Revenue Bill to
include sugar on the list of free articles
(105-75, p. 473, p. 443).

39. Vote on the amendment to the Revenue Bill to in­
clude cotton on the list of free articles
(105-75, p. 474, p. 443).

40. Vote on the amendment to the Revenue Bill to
include tobacco on the list of free articles
(82-96, p. 475, p. 444).

41. Vote on the amendment to the Revenue Bill to
include tea and coffee on the list of free
articles (178-11, p. 482, p. 444).

42. Vote to reconsider the vote on the amendment to
the Revenue Bill regarding the addition of salt
to the list of free articles (95-79, p. 478,
p. 444).

43. Vote to reconsider the vote on the amendment to
the Revenue Bill regarding the addition of iron
to the list of free articles (101-80, p. 479,
p. 444).
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44. Vote to reconsider the vote on the amendment to
the Revenue Bill regarding the addition of
cotton to the list of free articles (119-60,
p. 481, p. 444).

45. Vote on the amendment to the Revenue Bill that
nothing in this act shall affect the disposition
of the proceeds of the public lands as provided
for by an act passed at the present session
of Congress (89-76, p. 492, 446) .

46. Vote on the resolution to end debate in the Com­
mittee of the Whole on the bill making an
appropriation for the Post Office Department
(98-66, p. 415, p. 388).

47. Vote on the amendment to the Post Office
Appropriation Bill that states that money
appropriated to the Post Office Department shall
be refunded into the Treasury (121-47, pp.
416-417, p. 389).

48. Vote on the passage of the Post Office
Appropriation Bill (127-48, pp. 417-418,
p. 390) .

49. Vote to pass the bill providing for pauper
lunatics in the District of Columbia (114-45,
p. 236, p. 193).

50. Vote on whether or not to vote on the main
question: a committee of nine members be
appointed to revise, amend, and report the rules
for the government of the House; and until such
a committee reports, the rules and orders of
the previous House of Representatives, ex­
cluding the 21st rule, shall be considered as
the rules and orders of this House (128-89,
p. 40, fGlobe page missing]) .
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51. Vote on the resolution to suspend the rules
prescribing the order of business (122-89,
p. 93, p. 49).

52. Vote on the amendment to the rules for automatic
tabling of petitions and other papers on sub­
jects not specially referred to the con­
sideration of the House in the message of the
President at the opening of the present extra
session (105-61, p. 120, p. 49).

53. Vote on the resolution that a committee of nine
be appointed to revise, amend, and report
the House rules except for the 21st rule
(106-110, p. 138, p. 56).

54. Vote on the resolution to adopt the rules and
orders of the previous House and to have the
select committee upon the rules proceed to
revise and amend them (119-103, p. 142, p. 63).

55. Vote on the amendment to the rules and orders
to elect a speaker of the House by ballot
in place of by voice (66-154, p. 8, p. 2).

56. Vote on the resolution to appoint a committee
of nine to establish a suitable fiscal agent
(125-90, p. 49, [Globe page missing]).

57. Vote on the resolution to direct the amount of
money to be appropriated to purchase books
for the library of Congress (150-34, p. 57,
p. 39).

58. Vote to proceed to the election of a printer
and to fix his compensation (145-71, p. 84,
P- 43).
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59. Vote on the resolution to suspend the rules
for the purpose of requesting the President
and his cabinet to furnish the House with the
names of the dismissed officers and the
reasons for their dismissal (57-130, p. 148,
p. 65) .

60. Vote to adopt the amendment to the rules and
orders bill regarding the exclusion of the
21st rule: "No petition, memorial, resolution,
or other paper, praying the abolition of
slavery in the District of Columbia, or any
State or Territory, or the slave trade between
the States or Territories of the United States
in which it now exists, shall be received by
this House, or entertained in any way what­
ever" (112-104, p. 42 rGlobe page missing]).

61. Vote to table the motion to adopt the rules of
the previous House of Representatives, but to
exclude the 21st rule (77-142, p. 78, p. 42).

62. Vote to reconsider the resolution to adopt the
rules of the previous House of Representatives,
but excluding the 21st rule (107-113, p. 81,
p. 51) .

63. Vote to postpone the adoption of the rules and
orders of the previous House (114-93, p. 124,
p. 51) .

64. Vote to reconsider the vote to postpone the
adoption of the rules and orders of the
previous House (106-104, p. 125, p. 51) .

65. Vote to divide the motion concerning the rules
and orders into two sections and to vote on
each (89-125, p. 132, p. 55).
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66. Vote on the first division of the amendment to
adopt the rules and orders of the previous
House (96-105, p. 134, p. 55).

67. Vote on the second division of the amendment
to appoint a committee of nine to revise and
amend the rules and orders of the previous
House (104-107, p. 135, p. 55).

68. Vote on the amendment which proposes to add the
amendment to the rules and orders reported by
the committee of nine after it had been a
committee for at least six days (107-102,
p. 207, p. 154) .

69. Vote to table the motion regarding the report
of the committee on the rules (100-111, p. 209
p. 154).

70. Vote to amend the 28th rule by adding that no
members be allowed to speak more than one
hour to any question under debate (111-75,
p. 226, p. 160).

71. Vote to table the bill to record the yeas and
nays on all amendments proposed in the Com­
mittee of the Whole on the Fiscal Bank
Bill (107-84, p. 310, p. 289).

72. Vote to table the resolution to decide the
seating arrangement in the House by alpha­
betical order (93-121, p. 21, p. 10).

73. Vote on the resolution as amended that the House
adopt the rules and orders of the previous
House of Representatives, but excluding the
21st rule, until the appointed committee of
nine reported (121-95, p. 46, fGlobe page
missing]) .
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74. Vote to set the daily hour of the meeting of
the House at ten o'clock A.M. (140-50,
p. 144, p. 65).

75. Vote to adjourn the House by 3:00 P.M. unless
earlier for the coming week only (138-52,
p. 145, p. 65).

76. Vote to table the bill regarding the removal
from office and the giving of names and
reasons for the removal from and appointments
to offices (65-114, p. 245, p. 212).

77. Vote on the amendment to report the names of
and the circumstances of the officers re­
moved from office (188-4, p. 245, p. 212).

78. Vote on the amendment to inform the House why
the faithless and incompetent officers were
not removed sooner (38-145, p. 248, p. 212).

79. Vote on the amendment to give the names and
reasons for the removal from, and appointments
to offices (120-78, p. 248, p. 212).

80. Vote on the resolution and the amendments re­
garding the removal of office (128-71, p. 249,
p. 212).

81. Vote on the proposal to amend by a two-thirds
majority vote the constitution for the pur­
pose of a one term presidential office and
to change the veto power procedure (87-81,
p. 494, p. 450).

82. Vote to suspend the rules by a two-thirds
majority vote for the purpose of establishing
one term presidential office (100-67,
p. 496, p. 450) .
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83. Vote on the resolution for the Secretary of
War to furnish a statement of the amount of
unexpended appropriations for the Fortifi­
cation and Armament Bill (77-71, p. 251,
p. 214) .

84. Vote to end debate in the Committee of the
Whole on the Fortification and Armament
Bill (77-76, p. 252, p. 214).

85. Vote to reconsider the vote to end debate in
the Committee of the Whole on the Fortifi­
cation and Armament Bill (103-89, p. 254,
p. 226) .

86. Vote to end debate in the Committee of the
Whole on the Fortification and Armament Bill
(99-84, p. 256, p. 226).

87. Vote on the amendment to the Fortification and
Armament Bill regarding a surplus fund of
$50,000 to be applied to Fort Delaware
(82-123, p. 261, p. 223).

88. Vote to postpone the passage of the Fortifi­
cation and Armament Bill (88-124, p. 262,
p. 223) .

89. Vote to table the Fortification and Armament
Bill (80-134, p. 264, p. 223).

90. Vote on the passage of the Fortification
and Armament Bill (148-66, p. 265, p. 223).

91. Vote on the amendment of the Fortification and
Armament Bill regarding the purchase of a site
barracks, and defensive works at Buffalo,
Lake Champlain, and Matawankeag, Maine (124-
72, p. 389, p. 363).
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92. Vote on the amendment to the Fortification and
Armament Bill regarding the surveys of military
defenses of the frontier, inland, and Atlantic
areas amounting to $30,000 (88-100, p. 390,
p. 363) .

93. Vote on the amendment to the Fortification and
Armament Bill regarding the defraying of
expenses for selecting and purchasing a site
for the West, Southwest, and Northwest armory
at $75,000 (79-125, p. 391, p. 363).

94. Vote to reconsider the amendment to the Fortifi­
cation and Armament Bill regarding the purchase
of a site, barracks, and defensive works at
Buffalo, Lake Champlain, and Matawankeag,
Maine (75-119, p. 393, p. 363).

95. Vote to reconsider the amendment to the Fortifi­
cation and Armament Bill regarding the surveys
of military defenses of the frontier, inland,
and Atlantic areas amounting to $30,000
(88-94, p. 442, p. 407).

96. Vote to reconsider the amendment to the Fortifi­
cation and Armament Bill regarding the defraying
of expenses for selection and purchasing a site
for the West, Southwest, and Northwest armory
at $75,000 (120-49, p. 445, pp. 412-413).

97. Vote to reconsider the amendment to the Fortifi­
cation and Armament Bill regarding the surveys
of military defenses of the frontier, inland,
and Atlantic areas amounting to $30,000
(80-85, p. 447, p. 413).
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98. Vote to reconsider the amendment to the Fortifi­
cation and Armament Bill regarding the surveys
of military defenses of the frontier, inland,
and Atlantic areas amounting to $30,000
(104-71, p. 463, p. 429).

99. Vote to table the resolution regarding the
appointment of a committee to inquire as to
the operation of the revenue and tariff laws
(88-113, p. 273, p. 245).

100. Vote calling the question on the resolution about
the operation of the revenue and tariff laws
(101-100, p. 275, p. 245).

101. Vote on the adoption of the resolution to inquire
about the operation of the revenue and tariff
laws (106-104, p. 276, p. 245).

102. Vote to reconsider the vote on the resolution to
inquire about the operation of the revenue and
tariff laws (106-90, p. 280, p. 247).

103. Vote to table the motion to inquire as to the
operation of the revenue and tariff laws
(87-62, p. 453, p. 421) .

104. Vote to suspend the rules to allow for a report
of the commissioners to investigate the Custom
House in New York (79-41, p. 516, p. 451) .

105. Vote on the passage of the Home Squadron Bill,
which makes appropriation for the support of
the home squadron (184-8, p. 270, p. 240).

106. Vote to table the bill for paving and repairing
a portion of Pennsylvania Avenue (75-83,
p. 424, p. 395).
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107. Vote on the passage of the bill for the paving
and repairing of Pennsylvania Avenue
(69-103, p. 425, p. 401).

108. Vote to suspend the rules to allow for the
inquiry.as to the return of the Mediterranean
Squadron (103-58, p. 462, p. 429).

109. Vote to table the resolution to intercede in
behalf of the prisoners in Van Dieman's Land
(British Dominion) who participated in the
insurrection in Canada (79-82, p. 468, p. 442).

110. Vote to refer the petition for the Committee on
Judiciary with instruction to inquire into
the expediency of the general bankruptcy law
(93-89, p. 94, p. 49).

111. Vote to consider the motion to print 5,000
copies extra of the Judiciary Committee's
report on the uniform system of bankruptcy
(93-115, p. 298, p. 273) .

112. Vote to reconsider the amendment to prohibit an
alteration or repealing of any state law for
the relief of debtors so that any insolvent
debtor may either take the benefit of the
provisions of the federal act relating to
voluntary bankruptcy or of the state laws
where he resides (116-93, p. 373, p. 350).

113. Vote to table the motion to end debate in the
Committee of the Whole on the Second Fiscal
Bank Bill (96-106, p. 315, p. 294).

114. Vote to table the motion to end debate in the
Committee of the Whole on the Second Fiscal
Bank Bill (87-110, p. 394, p. 367).
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115. Vote to read the Second Fiscal Bank Bill a
third time (123-94, p. 406, p. 372).

116. Vote to table the Second Fiscal Bank Bill
(93-126, p. 407, p. 372).

117. Vote on the bill to authorize a loan for a sum
not exceeding twelve million dollars (126-88,
p. 232, p. 191).

118. Vote to read the Loan Bill for the third time
(127-91, p. 233, p. 191).



APPENDIX II

TOPICS OF SELECTED ROLL-CALL VOTES IN THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE FIRST SESSION OF

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS

Topics Relating to Roll Call Code Numbers

1. The Sub Treasury Bill: 1-3.

2. The Bankruptcy Bill: 4-14, 110-112.

3. The National Bank Bill: 15-21, 56, 71, 113-116.

4. The Loan Bill: 22, 117, 118.

5. The Public Lands Bill: 23-30.

6. The Revenue Bill: 31-45, 99-103.

7. Post Office Department Appropriations: 46-48.

8. Pauper Lunatic Bill: 49.

9. The Adoption of Rules and Orders: 50-55, 60-70.

10. The Fortification and Armament Bill: 83-98.

11. Books for the Library of Congress: 57.

12. Election and Compensation for a Printer: 58.

13. Removal from Office: 59, 76-80.

14. Arrangement in the House by Alphabetical Order: 72.
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Topics Relating to Roll Call Code Numbers

15. The Setting of Time the House should Meet: 74 and
75.

16. One Term Presidential Office: 81 and 82.

17. Investigation of the Custom House in New York: 104.

18. Home Squadron Bill: 105.

19. Repairing Pennsylvania Avenue: 106 and 107.

20. An Inquiry as to the Return of the Mediterranean
Squadron: 108.

21. Interceding for Prisoners who Participated in the
Canadian Insurrection: 109.
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