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Preface 

 

Directed toward this interested in Civil War, Southern History, American Jewish history, 

American women’s history and Southern Jewish history 

Not annotated—lengthy introduction—good subject index 

Introduction 

Diary—April 1864 to May 1865—51 years old 

Family profited from whiteness, p. 4 

Ties to slavery reinforced Jewish whiteness 

Emma devoted to Jewish faith but “an entirely typical white, middle-class, slave-owning 

Southern woman with assumptions and attitudes particularly about race, that are repugnant to 

modern readers.” P. 4 

Supports Gallagher on Mordecai’s Confederate identity 

Family had been in America before the revolution 

Family in Richmond by the 1780s 

Emma born in 1812 

Family members identified with the South and owned slaves 

Various members of the family married Christians, some converted 

Respectable single women lived with family 

Emma moved only five miles from Richmond, did not consider herself a refugee, p. 15—help 

her sister in law—widow of her brother—seemed chronically ill 

Not a warm relationship—move was something she thought she must do 

Nineteenth century women’s diaries—not entirely clear why she started the diary other than her 

changed circumstances—offered some comfort but also recorded the final days of the 

Confederacy 

Many women diarists in 19th century— 

Comments on politics and Confederacy—new duties and courage 

Emma believed in slavery 

Read both English and French literature 

Contracts with northern soldiers—barbarians or appeals to officers as gentlemen 

Notes of how Emma was fairly close to the fighting—long summary in introduction—31- 

Importance of food shortages, 36-37 

Hospital donations, 39-40-----Emma’s hospital work was brief 

Religious world—her Judaism was for her room 

Accommodated Christian beliefs at Rosewood, 43 

Observed Jewish sabbath in her room 

Thinks her diary became a “Jewish object,” p. 45 

Confirmed her Judaism as siblings turned to Christianity, 49 

Shadow of antisemitism—a general treatment of antisemitism in the era 

Attacks on Jewish speculators in the Confederacy 

--but not mentioned in Emma’s diary! 

Racism and social order of the South 
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Emma believed in slave loyalty—those leaving had been deceived—Emma and Rosina saw 

themselves as humane slaveholders 

Thought slaves played tricks to get out of work, p. 61 

Emancipation—Emma reacts to fall of Richmond and end of the war; shock of black soldiers and 

loss of authority as a white woman---blasphemous talk of independence by a black man 

Slaves leaving, p. 67 

Question of working—turned to orphans for servants 

She eventually sold food to Union soldiers 

Emma’s legacy—her views reflected Lost Cause values 

Notes text, p. 85 

Goes to Rosewood, 86 

Passover with cousins, 86 

Worries about cattle being stolen, 87 

Black soldier captured at Plymouth, 88 

Pickett’s division, filling canteens, 88 

Real coffee, 88 

Overland campaign, Wilderness, artillery fire, 89-90 

News of victory, 90 

Destruction of Yankee gunboat, 91 

Hiding meat and valuables, 92 

Yankees nearby, artillery fire, 93 

Hopes about fighting around Spotsylvania Courthouse, 94 

Repeating rifles, 94-95 

Death of Stuart, 95 

General Gordon, 95 

Tried to visit a battlefield, 96 

Yellow Tavern, 98 

Argues with Rose about reports of a Confederate victory, 98 

Nephew wounded, 99 

Beauregard, 100 

Sheridan, 101 

*Taking food to soldiers in hospital, 101 

Grant defeated, 102 

Working in hospital, 102-3 

Synagogue, 103 

Stuart’s body, 103 

Destruction by Sheridan’s cavalry, 104 

Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry against Sheridan, 105 

Poor wounded soldier, ice cream, alcohol, 106 

Rumor of possible evacuation of Richmond, 107 

Food, 108 

Soldier deaths, wounded man hopeless, 109 

Robert E. Lee unwell, 110 

Heard heavy firing, 112 

Cold Harbor, 112-13 

Her niece Gusta longed to be man and go to army camp, 113 
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War news, 114 

Slave impressment, 115 

Neglect of a soldier patient, 116 

Reading religious services at home, 117 

Trouble with slaves and punishment, 117 

Visited of dirty looking nephew, Confederate soldiers, 118-19 

Hampton and Sheridan, 120 

Young woman dealing with disaffected slaves, 120 

Camp Winder, hospital visit, 122 

Food prices, 122 

Beauregard at Petersburg, 122 

Soldiers nearby, water, flies, 124 

Sheridan’s cavalry, food, slaves, 125, 129 

Soldier suffering, heat, and drought, 130 

Unburied dead, Spotsylvania, 130 

July 4, 131 

Richmond and refugees, 131 

Confederate recipe, 132, 134 

Petersburg refugees, 131-32 

Hospitals filled with wounded, 132-33 

Effects of blockade, 133-34 

Alabama and Kearsarge, 133-34 

Jubal Early in Maryland, 135-36 

Prices, 137 

Petersburg mine, 140 

Surgery on Rosina, 140 

Runaway slaves, 142 

Soldier boys visit home, 143 

Troublesome cavalry camp, 145 

Drought, 146 

Petersburg fighting, 146 

Wounded soldier, 150 

*death of a Jewish soldier, 150-51 

Johnston, rumor of Petersburg evacuation, 154 

Sorghum making, 154—much simple domestic information in diary 

Tithe of wheat crop, 155 

Mistreatment of refugees by Yankees, 156 

Defeat of Early, Winchester, 157 

Yankee advance on Richmond, 159 

Rosh Hashanah service in Richmond, 159 

Fighting at Fort Harrison and Chaffin’s Bluff. Fort Gilmer, 159-60 

Surgeons, amputations, 160 

Much artillery fire heard in Richmond, 160 

Drowning death of a sailor, 160-61 

War taking best young men, 161 

Sheridan and Early, 161 
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Sterling Price in Missouri, 161 

Yankee treatment of civilians, 161 

Men being arrested and forced to work on fortifications below Richmond, 161 

Confederate victory, 162 

Yom Kippur services, 162 

Shortages in Richmond, 163 

Boston woman devoted to Confederate cause, 163 

Feast of Tabernacles, 164 

Early defeated in the Valley, 164 

Heavy firing, 166 

Nephew taken prisoner but escaped, 166 

Slave boy burned feet by the fire, 168 

Rain and soldier suffering, 171 

Man killed by Yankee cavalry, 172 

Niece and teeth extraction, 173 

Shoes made in prison, price, 173 

Cloak, price, 174 

Death of General Gracie near Petersburg, 175 

Early 1865 diaries chewed by mice so she inserts letters, 176 

Uncertain mail, 177 

*David Hunter, brutality in the Valley, destruction and theft, 178-79 

Drought worse than Yankees, 179-80 

Devotion to Confederate cause, 180-81 

Evacuation of Richmond, 181 

*faith was not strong enough, 182 

Great fear of enemy soldiers, 182 

Explosion in Richmond, hiding valuables, 183 

Travel to Richmond, 184 

Loyal slave, 185 

*Knitting and work of Confederate women, 186 

Slaves runs off, 186 

Black soldier takes horse and saddle, 187 

One gentleman officer was helpful, 188 

Had to walk to capital to get a pass to go home, 189 

Destruction in Richmond, 190 

Have a Yankee officer for protection, 191 

Pass and black soldier, 192 

Tense confrontation with a black soldier, 193 

Rumors about Lee and Davis, 194 

Journal resumes on April 13, 1865 

Insolent slave who thinks he no longer has to work, 195 

Man forced to show Yankees where he had buried the silver, 196 

Black soldiers had searched the place, slaves not working, 196 

Slave leaves, 197 

General Weitzel, 197 

Lee’s surrender, 198-99, 201 
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Guard for the house, 199 

Slaves gone, 200 

Yankees come and take a hen, 200 

Generals Ord and Patrick, protection papers, 202 

Lincoln assassination, 202 

Hoped that Seward was dead, 203 

Uncertain actions of servants, 203 

Reports of killing of paroled prisoners in New York and Baltimore, 203-4 

Richmond in aftermath of war, 204 

Tries to get back mule and horse, 204-5 

Oppressive orders in Virginia, 205 

Devastated countryside, 206 

Black women selling food to soldiers, 206 

Making shirts for Yankee soldiers, 207 

Worthless money and poverty, 207 

Trouble with black servants, 207-8 

Servant leave and given some clothing and food, 208 

Met a woman who last everything in the Richmond fire, 209 

Sees much suffering of whites and blacks, 210 

Passage of Grant’s troops to Washington, 211-12 

Drudgery, assisted by a white girl, 213 

Sherman’s army still destructive even though the war is over. 213-14 

Blacks and freedom, 214 

Former slaves, 215 

Poor quality servants, 215-16 

General Wright, Kirby Smith, 217 

Horrible Yankees and Confederates, 219 

Yankees in the yard constantly, Confederates arrested, 220 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


