
1 

 

Dickey, Luther Samuel. History of the 103d Regiment Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteer Infantry, 

1861-1865.  Chicago L. S. Dickey, 1910. 

 

CHAPTER I. Camp Orr— Kittanning— The Organization of the Regiment 1  

(From August, 1861 to February 24, 1862.)  

 

CHAPTER II. From Kittanning to Yorktown 6 (From February 24, to May 4, 1862.)  

 

CHAPTER III. The Battle of Williamsburg 10 (From May 4, to May 7, 1862.)  

 

CHAPTER IV. The Battle of Seven Pines, or Fair Oaks 13  

(From May 7, to June 7, 1862.)  

 

CHAPTER V. The Seven Days" Battles— From White Oak Swamp to Harrison's Landing 22  

(From June 4, to July 31, 1862.)  

 

CHAPTER VI. From Harrison's Landing to Suffolk— Blackwater Reconnoissances 30  

(From July 31, to December 4, 1862.)  

 

CHAPTER VII. From Suffolk to New Bern— Battles of Kinston, Whitehall and Goldsboro 34  

(From December 4, to December 28, 1862.)  

 

CHAPTER VIII. New Bern— Hyde County Raid 41  

(From December 28, 1862, to March 13, 1863.)  

 

CHAPTER IX. New Bern— Spinola Expedition — Reconnaissance to Washington, N. C 45  

(From March 13, 1863, to May 2, 1863.)  

 

CHAPTER X. From New Bern to Plymouth — Reconnaissances to Jamesville, Williamston, 

Edenton. Windsor, etc 47  

(From May 2, 1863, to January- 31, 1864.)  

 

CHAPTER XI. Garrison Life at Plymouth as Seen by Capt. Donaghy and Corp. Rupert 52  

(From May 2, 1863, to April 17, 1864.)  

 

CHAPTER XII  The Battle and Capture of Plymouth 59  

(From April 17, to April 20, 1864.)  

 

CHAPTER XIII  From Plymouth to Andersonville Military Prison 61  

(From April 20, to May 2, 1864.)  

 

CHAPTER XIV. From the Capture of the Regiment to the Final Discharge 64  

(From April 20, 1864, to July 13, 1865.)  

 

SKETCHES AND REMINISCENCES.  

Field and Staff 67  



2 

 

Company A 75  

Company B 77  

Company C 79  

Company D 85  

Company E 86  

Company F 88  

Company G 91  

Company H 92  

Company 1 94  

Sketch of Corp. John A. Kelly— The Youngest Member of Co. 1 101  

Company K 102  

 

PRISON SKETCHES.  

By Private R. P. Black (Co. E.) 104  

By Corp. R. J. Thompson— Color-bearer of the Regiment 106  

PRISON ESCAPE.  

Capt. Alvin H. Alexander and Lieut. Wm. H. H. Kiester 107  

Corp. Robert R. Reardon, Privates Peter Klingler, Samuel Rupert and Daniel Huddleson (Co. 

H.), and Sergt. Daniel Krug (Co. K.) 108  

Nerval D. Goe, John F. Rupert, Reed G. Beggs and James S. Cooper (Co. A.) 110  

Capt. John Donaghy, Lieut. David M. Spence and Lieut. Robert R. Bryson Ill  

Lieutenants Alfred L. Fluke, John M. Laughlin and Capt. Donaghy 115  

PERSONAL SKETCHES.  

Color-bearer Robert J. Thompson 118  

Hon. Thomas Hays 119  

PLYMOUTH RECAPTURED.  

The Most Daring Exploit of the War— Lieut. William Barker Gushing 120  

REPUBLISHED DIARY.  

Diary of Marches of Wessells Brigade — Author Unknown 122  

ANDERSONVILLE MONUMENT.  

Dedication of the Monument Erected by the State of Pennsylvania in the National  

Cemetery, Andersonville, Ga 130  

AN EXTRANEOUS CHAPTER.  

A Personal Sketch by the Author Touching on Events in Which He Was an Active  

Participant  131 

THE BATTLE OF SEVEN PINES.  

A Foreword 143 

Casey's Division at the Battle of Seven Pines 145 

Extracts from the Report and Testimony of Gen. McClellan 156  

Report and Testimony of Gen. Heintzelman 158  

Report and Testimony of Gen. Keyes 160  

Report and Testimony of Gen. Casey 163  

Report of Gen. Wessells 166  

Report of Maj. Gozzam 167 

Report of Gen. Naglee 167  

Report of Col. Davis (104th Penna. Regt.) 169  



3 

 

Report of Col. Plaisted (11th Maine Regt.) 170  

Report of Gen. Palmer (Third Brigade) 170  

Report of Capt. Raulston (81st N. Y. Regt.) 171  

Report of Col. Belknap (80th N. Y. Regt.) 172  

Report of Lieut. Col Durkee (98th N. Y. Regt.) 172  

Report of Capt. Regan (7th N. Y. Battery) 172  

Reports of Couch's Division (Keyes' Corps) 173  

Reports of Kearny's Division (Heintzelman's Corps) 175  

Reports of Gen. Hooker's Division (Heintzelman's Corps) 177  

Report and Testimony of Gen. Sumner 181  

Reports of Gen. Sedgwick's Division (Sumner's Corps) 182  

Reports of Gen. Richardson's Division (Sumner's Corps) 184  

Dispatches of Gen. McClellan 189 

Gen. Heintzelman 193 

Excerpts from Confederate Reports 202  

Major General Silas Casey 234  

Newspaper Comments on Casey's Division 236  

Criticisms in Histories 238 

Regimental Histories 244 

Favorable Comments 246 

Confederate Comments on the Battle of Seven Pines 248  

BATTLE OF PLYMOUTH.  

A Detailed Description of the Battle from the First Attack Until the Garrison Surrendered 255  

Lieutenant-Commander Charles W. Flusser 270  

Brigadier-General Henry W. Wessells 272  

Gen. Wessells' Report of the Battle 275  

LIFE IN CONFEDERATE PRISONS.  

The Point of View 280  

A Graphic Description of Conditions in Andersonville Prison 281  

Appeals Made to the Federal Authorities for an Exchange 284  

Why the Exchange Was Not Made 287  

Official Reports of Confederate Surgeons, Inspector-Generals, etc., of Conditions at  

Andersonville Prison 289  

Official Report of Interments in the National Cemetery at Andersonville 302  

Confederate Official Reports on Conditions at Florence Military Prison 303  

Appeal for an Exchange by Gen. Wessells and Others 307  

THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL REUNION.  

Reunion of the 101st and 103d Regimental Associations at Foxburg, Pa 308  

Address of Welcome by Joseph M. Fox 309  

Members Present 310  

Regimental Badge 313  

DIARY OF MAJ. MACKEY.  

A Daily Record From Jan. 1. 1864, to March 14, 1865 — Embracing More than 10  

Months of Life in Confederate Prisons 314  

OFFICIAL REPORTS.  

Battle of Williamsburg 341  



4 

 

Seven Days Battles 343  

Goldsboro Expedition 345  

Hyde County Raid 350  

Spinola Expedition 352  

Expeditions from Plymouth 356  

Regimental Roster 361  

 

 


