
LIFE AND INSTITUTIONS OF THE GREEK INDIANS TO 1836

By

PHILIP JACKSON GREEN

A Thesis Submitted for the Degree of

MASTER OF ARTS

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA

1925



Part I

> Origin of the Creeks

)' There are many theories as to the origin of tne North

American Indian. This work will be confined to a study of

the Muscogulgee of Alabama.

Le Clerc Milfort, a Frenchman, vzno lived for twenty

years (1776-1796) among this nation, gives an interesting

account of their migrations from the West. At the time of

his sojurn among the Creeks Alexander McGillivray was the

great chief. Milfort married McGillivray’s sister and was

named Grand Chief of war, or Tastanegy.

The old cniefs often spoke to Milfort of their ancestors

and showed him some strings of beads vzhich contained their

history. The beads were their archives. They were of differ­

ent color and their significance depended on their arrange­

ment and shape. The Creeks recorded only the important events

on these beads and sometimes one chaplet gave tvzenty or twenty-

five years of history. These beads vaguely intimate that the

. * Creeks were an old tribe when they came into Alabama and

that they had considerable influence around the council fires

of the prehistoric V/est.

There are several theories as to their origin. The most

interesting and plausible one'is set forth by'Alilfoi't. He says,

that the Muscogulgee, known to us as Creeks, lived at the

time of the conquest of Mexico by Fernando Cortez, in the

northwest of that country, vzhich is believed to be the

1 kilfort, Le Clerc, So,jour Lans La Nation Orek, no. 40-47.



southern part of Arizona. The Ikintezumas, being hard, pressed

by the bloodthirsty Spaniards, appealed for aid to the Mus-

cogulgee, vzho formed a separate republic. Even this alliance

was not powerful enough to withstand the conquerors, and soon

after the fall of the great Empire the Muscogulgee decided

to go in search of a new country where there were no Spaniards

to ravish them. Marching to the north they soon came to the

source of the Red River. They followed its course down into

the prairie country where they found plenty of buffalo for

their existence. Continuing down this stream they arrived

at a forest vzhere they encamped for a month. Here they found

some caves which had been dug by the bisons and other animals

getting their daily supply of salt. They immediately made

preparations to remain here and recuperate their strength,

but were discovered by a scouting party of Alibamous and

some of their people vzere killed. They called a council of

vzar and elected a Tastanegy, or Grand Chief of war, and decided

to follow the Alibamous. They came upon them on the banks

of the Missouri and dislodged them. The Alibamous retreated

during the night in order to return to their people. The next

day the Muscogulgee followed, and overtaking them gave suc­

cessful battle again. The Alibamous fled to the banks of the

Mississippi where they were either captured or forced into

the river by a Muscogee war party. The warriors stopped here

for the nation to come up. They camped on the left bank of

the Mississippi, but finding the location unsatisfactory

they moved on, sending ahead the young warriors to locate

the enemyt After marching many days they discovered traces

of the enemy; whereupon they came back and held a council 
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of war with the old. men.'In this council it was decided that
the pursuit of the enemy should be resumed. While upon this
march they came to the Ohio River and followed its course
up to a point near the Wabash, where they found that the
Alibamous had crossed it. They crossed over to the south side,
too, but found such an abundance of game of all kinds, that
they decided to establish themselves there. Caves were dug,
which liilfort claims to have seen, and for several years the
Muscogulgee lived in this section.

But they were not willing to lose contact with the Alir
bamous. Scouts were sent out who discovered the enemy in the
Coussa (Coosa) country, but for some reason a conquest was
not immediately undertaken. Meanwhile the Alibamous, desir­

ous to know if they were to be again disturbed by the Creeks,
sent out scouts also. The latter discovered a body of Musco-
gulgee and killed some of them. This provoked the Creeks to
take to the war-path again. The fact that they had learned
through their scouts that the Coussa country had a better
climate than theirs and plenty of game of all kinds did not
make them less anxious to take up the march. Crossing the
Cumberland and the Tenesis (Tennessee) Rivers they marched
to the Coussa River, and following this stream north, found
the Alibamous. But the latter had learned through their scouts

of the approach of their old enemy and for protection scatt­

ered to other tribes. Some went to the Tchactas (Choctaws)

and the Mobiles, while others fled to the French. Thus the

Euscogulgee established themselves in the Coosa country with­
out a conflict. They took possession of the territory lying

contiguous to the rivers, Coosa, Talapoosa, Chattahooche,



Flint, Okmulgee, and claimed to the Savannah, near vzhere the

present city of Augusta now stands. After establishing them­

selves in this territory they again put themselves on the

trail of the Alibamous. They found them under the protection

of the French, and were persuaded to make a treaty with them,

allowing them territory along the river wnicxx to this day

bears their name( the Alabama).

The Alibamous were incorporated in the liuscogee group,

which from this time become knovzn as the Creek nation, be­

cause their territory was broken by so many creeps and rivers.

Following this treaty with the Alibamous the reputation of

the Creeks grew, and their clemency toward the Alibamous led

numerous small tribes to ask the protection of the powerful

Creek nations

Some writers deny the truth of this legend of the Creek

nation, but Eilfort conducted a party of 200 young warriors

on a visit to the caves on Red River and spent the winter

of 1781-1782 in them. He describes-the caves as being large

enough to lodge from 15,000 to 20,000 families. When time

came for them to return to their home, llilfort says that the

young warriors were loath to quit the ancient abode of their

early ancestors?

Tney have another tradition of their origin; namely,

that they sprang from the ground between the Catawba and

Alabama rivers; that the great Spirit brought them out, and

that they were the rightful possessors of the soil.

There is no tradition that the Creeks lived elsewhere

than in North America, nor is there any evidence that this

country had ever been occupied by a more civilized people 

1 On. Git., pp. 229-269^ &>• &
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than themselves. A vague tradition exists that the country

■was occupied before them by a people of whom they had no

definite knowledge. Their name for America was the ’’Land

of the Indians", or "Land of the Red People!!

The legend related by L'ilfort is disputed by some hist­

orians. It is easily disputed as the Creeks left no written

records. Brewer, the Alabama historian, a.rgues that if such

a migration had occurred that some of the early Spanish ex­

plorers would have come in contact with the movement and

recorded it. Pickett, the most famous and possibly the most

reliable Alabama historian, gives full credence to the

legend. It seems possible that the migration of the Creeks

could have happened without having been observed by the

Spanish explorers, if one considers the great expanse of the

Southwest. The tradition that they sprang from the ground

indicates that they originated on this continent.

1 Haines.. Elijah M.. The American Indian, p. 82.
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Part II

Language, Habits and Customs

Kost of the tribes of tne South spoke, in general, the

same language or dialect, with the exeception of the Cherokee

who were related to the Powhattan tribe of Virginia. The
difference was that of pronunciation and accent'!?

The Kuscogean linguistic stock, roughly speaking, ex­

tended east from the Mississippi river to the Savannah river

and"the Atlantic ocean, south to the Gulf of Mexico, except

where interrupted by the Biloxi and the Timucu of Florida.

There were two seperate groups, the Muscogean and the Natchez

The word JZaskoki, Maskogi, isti Maskoki, signifies a

single person of the Creek tribe, and forms, as a collective

plural Kaskokalgi, the Creek community, the Creek people,

The Creek Indians. English authors wrote tnis name Muscogee,

Muskhogee, and its plural Muscogulgee. The first syllable,

as pronounced by the Creek Indians, contained a clear short

a, therefore it is not strange that the name was written

Muscogee instead Kascogee since the English language, with

its surd, indistinct and strongly modified vocalization,

changes the clearest short a into a u. ’.Thether the name Mas-

koki was given to the Creeks before or after the incorpora­

tion of the towns speaking other languages than theirs is

not known, but the name figures in some of the oldest doc­

uments concerning this people. This accent is usually laid

on the middle syllable; lias-ko * -gi. Hone of the tribes were

able to explain the name from their own language? The most

1 Dumont, M., Memories Historioue Sur La Louisiane, p. 119*.
2 GatscheV,Albert Samuel, Legends of the Creeks, pp. 58-59.



common way of spelling the word. Maskoki, is Muscogee, with

the plural Muscogulgee and this form will be used in this

treatise.

Not only were the language and dialects of the southern

tribes similar, but their habits and customs had in many

respects great resemblance. '.Then a conference was held for

any cause whatever it was begun by smoking the calumet, and

by drinking a liquor which they made from the leaves of a

tree very common to them and which remained green "toute 1’

annue". This liquor was prepared by drying the leaves over

a fire and boiling them for a while in water* V/hen they

thought it strong enough it was poured in drinking gourds

and passed successively to each member of the assembly. Mil­

fort was afraid not to drink a gourd of this tea which was

passed to him at the first assembly he attended. Immediately

after the assembly closed the savages vomited up the tea

"with ease and without much effort1.' Milfort began to fear

that it vzas medicine and that he had drunk too much. McGill­

ivray asked him why he did not vomit it up, he replied that

as yet he had not felt any symptoms of vomiting; that very

likely the medicine operated "by a more natural medium".

McGillivray repeated this to the assembly which roared with

laughter.

This drink had great significance in the ceremony. It

vzas to assure the chief of the assembly that each member

had a free stomach, and, consequently a sane head, that all

could deliberate in cold blood. It was not intoxicating

therefore did not influence the decisions.

1 Milfort, pp. 195-199
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These assemblies were usually held in the principal.

town in tne center of which was a large square, in each

angle of the square were three cabins of different size, there

were four openings coming into the center. All the cabins

were so built that from any one of them one could see into

all the others, and they were large enough to hold 40 or 60

people.

The grand chief of the nation faced the rising sun to

show that it was his duty to watch over the welfare of the

nation. The great cabin, in which the general assembly was

held, stood in the same angle, near the cabin of the great

chief. The cabins of the old chiefs were in the opposite

angle and faced the setting sun, as a mark of old age, and

of the fact that they no longer marched to combat. In the

other two angles stood the cabins of the different chiefs

of the nations, according to their rank and the service that

they had rendered.

All the cabins were painted red except those of the old

men; these were always white, a symbol of the virtue of old

age. The red cabins in time of war were decorated with twigs

and small limbs of trees. This was a sign of sadness which

was to make known to the warriors that they were to be ready

at a moment’s notice to go to battle. In time of peace this

decoration was replaced by garlands of Ivy leaves. The latter

decoration mixed with flowers ornamented at all times the

cabins of the old men.

The assembly of chiefs was held each year in the month

of May for the purpose of considering all things, both dom­

estic and foreign, that concerned the nation. It was held
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in the grand cabin and no member was permitted to leave until

ai.1 business was disposed of. The president was permitted

to absent himself for a few minutes at a time; but he was

constrained to remain, as all were, both day and night with­

in the square while the council was in session, and to assist

in the deliberations.No one who was not a member of the

assembly was allowed to approach nearer than 20 steps of

the grand cabin while it was in session. Only the war chiefs

were admitted a voice in the deliberations, but the subcniefs

were present. The women prepared the food and tea for the

assembly, but they were not allowed to enter the grand cabin..

They were compelled to 'bring and place it at a certain dis­

tance from the assembly hall, and the subchiefs carried it

into the grand cabin to the members of the assembly.

In the center of the square a fire burned continually,

and at sundown the young people of both sexes came together

and danced around it until a certain hour. The assembly ad­

journed during the dance..’ The members either went to the cabin

of their particular rank or remained in the assembly hall

and watched the dance and amusements of the young people,

but were not permitted to leave the enclosure or square so

long’ as the business was not finished. "/Then the dance was

over, unless the business was too urgent, the members retired

to their respective cabins for the night; but at sunrise a

drum beat for all the chiefs to assemble, where they remained
until sundown, or until the business was finished^ The gov-

1 On. Git., pp. 203-20S.

deliberations.No
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ernmental organization of the Creeks was sufficient for their

needs. It was not a government of force but of persuasion.

It had developed loyalty in the breasts of its people to

the highest degree. The bravery, daring and valor of the

Creeks will compare favorably with the exploits of any people

Aside from the work of the assembly and fighting the

Creek was a hunter. He was strong and robust, cooper color,

of medium height and of great endurance. He thought little

of traveling 75 leagues on a hunt. On his hunting expeditions

especially in camp, he was bubbling over with mirth and was

usually hospitable to strangers. He was ordinarily affable

but fierce and terible when aroused to anger. '.Then the whites

first came in contact with him, he was accustoned to burn

his prisoners of war.to the stake and to heap indignities

upon the lifeless bodies of his victims. But under the in­

fluence of such men as Lttlfort he soon learned to demand a

ransom for them.

They had no fixed religion but believed in the Great

Spirit. Every year in August they assembled in their villages

to. celebrate the feast of the harvest. At this feast they

discarded those things which were old and worn. The women

threw away worthless things of their household and renewed

them. Here those celebrating the feast partook of new grain

for the first time, and the'medicineznan lighted a new fire

and distributed to the warriors new medicine of war. They

religiously observed this feast, and if any one took part

who had no old corn he ate roots rather than touch the new

maize. This was the time to make merry and to forget old

quarrels and if one should, after the feast, recall an old



feud all tne members of the tribe held him responsible for

his acts.

Their religious, beloved men vzere supposed to be in

great favor with the Deity, and were thought to be able to

procure rain when they pleased. If he failed the prophet was

shot dead, but he always sought rain, either at full or change

of the moon. Too much rain was as dangerous to the prophet

as a drought. A famous rainmaker of the JAuscogulgee was shot

dead because the river overflowed the fields in the middle

of August and destroyed their crops. The rainmaker useu. a

plant, to which he attributed supernatural virtues, to pro­

cure rain; he would go to a deserted field, and would boil

the plant in a large pot, dancing and singing and making

many awkward gestures during the boiling process; tnen if it

should rain soon afterwards, he would boast of the virtue of

the plant; if it failed to rain, he would try to make it

appear that the solution was not strong enough. The juggler

usually tried to pick a time when he thought it was going to

rain, in order that he might avoid the penalty of a failure.

They called the plant Esta Hoola, or the most beloved^

Y Warfare was the Creeks chief business and they were well

disciplined for it. They marched in single file, each stepp- .

ing in the tracks of the one in front of him, the chief in

the lead, and the one in the rear defaced the trail with

grass or leaves. The defacement.of the trail was to keep

the enemy from knowing their number. When they halted or made

camp they formed a circle with only a small space between

1 Adair, James, The History of the American Indians, pp.~84-85.
2 Romans, Bernard, Natural History of East and vppt or-idj t p. 851



each man. The chief sat at the entrance and. none were permitted.

to leave without his permission. At a certain signal they

retired, and at another signal they awoke. Scouts were out

at all times in every direction and they were seldom surprised,

"out were adept at surprising their enemies!

As a general rule the Creeks were not as bloodthirsty

as we have been led to believe. It was the custom, when murder

was committed, to permit the family and tribe to which the

man belonged to take satisfaction for the crime. The relations

would collect, consult and decide on the case definitely. If

they deemed it best or necessary they would consult with the

tribe. After they had decided on satisfaction they took the

guilty one, if possible; if not they took his nearest relative,

unless the family to which the guilty belonged promised re­

paration, and made it within a reasonable time. They usually

tried earnestly to put the guilty party to death to save the

innocent. In like manner a prisoner taken in war was the pro­

perty of his captor and family. They had the privilige of
I

saving or killing, or even adopting him as a member of the

family as they saw fit?

The calumet or Indian pipe was a symbolic instrument of

great importance. By it peace or war was decided so that

scarcely any national affair was transacted among them with­

out it. Even when the battle was raging most furiously if

it was offered, accepted, and smoked by the hostile nation

peace was proclaimed. Among the Creeks a stranger, on enter­

ing the house of an Indian chief, was first presented with

1 Eilfort, p. 215.
2 Hawkins, Benjamin, Sketch of the Creek Country, pp.74-75.
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food, the best that the house afforded. After the food was

eaten the chief filled a pipe, who. stem was about four feet

long, sheathed in a speckled snake skin and adorned with

feathers and strings of wampum, lighted it and smoked a few

whiffs, puffed the smoke first towards the sun, then to the

four cardinal points, and, lastly over the breast of the

stranger, to whom he then handed the pipe, for him to smoke.

This done, the conversation would begin, and the chief would

ask his guest, whence he came, together with such other ques­

tions as happened to occur to himl The Indian had one great

virtue, that of hospitality. He would divide his last ounce of

meat with a visitant stranger?

As most of the southern tribes spoke a kindred language,

it appears that they were offshoots of the original Muscogee

stock. This theory is given further credit by the fact that

they also had many customs in common. Their assemblies were

orderly and the custom of drinking the black drink before

deliberations was religiously followed. Like all primitive

men, the Creek made hunting his greatest civil occupation.

The feast of the harvest was a great celebration and recalls

similar feasts among the ancient Europeans. As all barbarous

people have simple and implicit faith in their prophets, so

had the Creek faith in his. Their method of punishing murder

was similar to that of all primitive people. The custom of

smoking the calumet was universal among the ZTorth American

Indians and was used on all occasions.

1 McIntosh, John, The Origin of the ITorth American Indians".p.255.
2 Romans, p. 81.



Part III

Amusements

The most important game of vhe Greeks was the "ball play".

It was very exciting and was witnessed with great admiration

by travellers. The warriors of one town challenged those of

another and tney agreed to m_;et at one of tne towns. Those

who intended to take part in the game took medicine for sev­

eral days previous to the time, as though they were going to

war. The night before was spent in dancing and other ceremon­

ious preparations. On the morning of the play, they painted

and decorated themselves. The news was spread from town to

town, so by the time the game was called an immense concourse

of men,women and children, young and old alike, had assembled.

They brought ponies, Indian merchandise, extra wearing apparel,

and various articles to stake upon the results of the game.

The players wore only a piece of cloth called a "flap'I

From eighty to a hundred men played on a side. They approached

each other yelling and singing war songs and were first seen

at a distance of a quarter of a mile apart. The spectators

showed great excitement and anxiety. The players entered the

field in full trot. They met and soon became intermingled,

dancing and stamping while war whoops and shouts rent the

air. A profound silence succeeded. The players then fell back

one hundred and fifty yards from the center, making them three

hundred yards apart. In the center were erected two poles,

between which the ball must pass to count one. Each player

was provided with two rackets or hurls, of singular construction

resembling a ladle or hoop-net with handles nearly three feet

long. The handle was of wood and the netting of the thongs

of raw hide, or the tendons of animal. The play oegan by the



throwing of a "ball, covered with bucxskin, in the air. The

players rushed, together with a mighty shock, and he who caught

the . ball between his two rackets ran off with it and

hurled it again in the air, endeavoring to throw it between

the poles in the direction of the town to which he belonged.

They were not hampered by rules or science. They made flying

tackles at the limbs and hair, tumbled each other over, trampled

upon those that were down, and did everything to obtain the

ball and to make him who had it drop it before he could make

a successful throw. The game was usually from twelve to twenty

scores. It went on for hours, and the players used the greatest

exertion and showed wonderful devotion to their side, often

being severly hurt and sometimes killed in the melee that

prevailed.

It was not uncommon for the inhabitants of a town, who

were present, to game away all their ponies, jewels, and wear­

ing apparel -— stripping themselves — upon the issue of the

game. The women, during the game, were constantly on the alert

with vessels and gourds filled with water, watching every

opportunity to supply the playersi

This was one of the greatest of the out door games of

the first Americans. Travelers came from a-far to see this

wonderful game of ball and the demonstration of so much skill

and loyalty exhibited by the players.

The Creeks had a solemn annual festival, the puskita,

called busk in English, .meaning a fast. In important towns

this festival lasted eight days, while in the smaller towns

only four days. The time for it was set by the micco and his

1 Pickett, pp. 92-94.
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council, depending upon the maturity of the maize ci’op. The

celebration took place principally in the "great house" of

the public square.

Early on the first day the warriors cleaned and sprinkled

with white sand the area of the "great house", while the

black drink was being prepared. Four logs were brought in by

the warriors and placed in the center of tne area so as to

form a cross. At the spot vzhere the logs converged the fire­

maker, who had been especially appointed, made a fire by

friction. These logs were consumed during the first four days

of the puskita. The turkey dance, Pinua opanga, was then '

danced by the. women of the turkey gens while the emetic

passa was being brewed. Pinua opanga, was danced from noon

to mid after-noon. After this four men and four women, called
J

the Tokinlka, or tadpole, danced the tadpole dance or Tokin-

Ika opanga. The men danced the hiniha opanga all night.

At about 10 o’clock of the second day tne women danced

the gun dance, itch *ha opanga. At noon the women began to

prepare the new maize for the feast while the men approached

the new fire and rubbed some of the ashes on their chin, neck,

and belly and then jumped into the river. On returning to

the house they rubbed some of the new maize on their hands,

face, and breast and then the feasting began.

The men passed the third day by sitting in the square.

Early on the fourth day the women obtained a spark from the

new fire which they took to their own hearths, their own fires

having been extinguished, and there kindled new fires. After

the first four logs were burned tne men repeated the ceremony

of the second day, after which they tasted salt and danced
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the long dance, opanga tchappo. On the fifth day the warriors

"brought in four other logs which were placed and kindled as

on the first day, after which the men drank assi (olack drink).

The men remained in the"great house" on the sixth and seventh

days. The eight day ceremonies were the most impressive. A

mixture of physic plants were placed in two pots containing

water. After the aliktcholgi or conjurers had blown into the

mixture through a reed, the men drank and rubbed some of the

liquid over their joints till noon. That afternoon another

mixture was prepared from old cobs and pine burrs which were

placed in a pot and burned to ashes. Four young girls brought

ashes from home and put them with the other ashes which were

stirred together. The men mixed clay with water in two pans.

They then took some ashes and some clay to the cabin of the
1

micco, and to the warriors who rubbed themselves with it.

Flowers of "old man’s tobacco", isti atchuli pakpagi, were

prepared on the first of the busk, and then brought to the

micco’s cabin by two appointed men. A particle of this pre­

paration was given to every one present. Then the micco and

his counsellors walked around the burning logs four times

and threw some of the "old man’s tobacco" into the fire. On

each round, as they threw the tobacco into tne fire, they

faced the east. The march around the logs was concluded while

facing the west. The warriors repeated this ceremony.

A cane with two white feathers on its end was stuck out

at the micco’s cabin. A man of the fish gens took it down

at sunset and, followed by all the people, walked toward

the river. Half way to the river he uttered the death-whoop,

repeating it four times before reaching ths water’s edge.



Then each person placed a grain of "old man’s tobacco" on

his head and in each ear, and at a given signal, which was

repeated four times, they threw some of it into the water,

and then at the same signal every man plunged into the river

and picked up four stones from the bottom. While uttering

the death-whoop, they crossed themselves four times with

these stones, throwing one back each time. After washing

they took up the cane with the feathers carried it to the

"great house" and stuck it up, then they went through the

town visiting. After night fall they had the mad dance,

opanga hadsho, which ended the busk.

This celebration had a good influence upon the people,

and it absolved them from all crime except murder. All former

quarrels must be forgiven and forgotten, for if one renewed

a quarrel after this festival he was severely reprimanded

by the tribe. As a symbol of this change of mind the women

broke all house hold utensils of the past year and replaced

them with new ones; the men refitted all their property to

make it look like new. It was a disgrace for any one to eat

new maize before the annual buski

In describingthe green corn dance "Uncle Orv'.' Phillips1 2

says, "Yassir dey hab it ’bout dis time ’o year, wen de cawn

wuz ’bout rostin’year. Yassir, Ise been to dem dances. De

all dresst up wid di beads an’ fancy tings on at dese times.

Nawsir, de neber wore no clothes to mount to eny ting, neider

at dis time naw eny udder time to speak uv. Naw, naw, naw,

1 Gatschet, pp. 177-180.
2 "Uncle Orv’.' was an old negro interviewed by Mr. Peter A.
Brannon, who at the time of the interview said that he was
130 years old and in his . boyhood had watched the green
corn dance and other amusements of the Creeks., Mr. Brannon
is curator for the department of archives and history, Mont­
gomery, Alabama.
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de wimmir neber sit rid de men, neider did de stay on de same

side. De didn’t let the ole men be rid de young uns eider.

De vzhitefolks en de niggers didn’t set on de same side, wid

eny uv de injuns neider, dey had a place all to de selves

ober way fum de udders1.’

"Yassir, hit wen on more’n one day. Hit lasted fo days

down heyah. De hab sunting diffent eber day. De drink de

mixture wat de cald black drink de fust day, but long tord

de last, de had a big feast an’ et lots. De asks de wite

fokes an' udders to hep, en' de et deers, bears, rabbits,

en udder tings. Yo wuz welcum to all yo want, jes so you

didn't belched. Wen yo dun dat you had to git out O'-ir.jun

site. He sed you dun hab 'nuf now, don need no mo. Dur'n time

of dey selebratin' de play games en hab good times. De peeple

fum all round kum tur dey little town an' all take part in

de selebrasiiin'.'

Other games were played at this celebration, such as

the ball play described above, and chunked In telling how

they painted themselves for this festival "Uncle Orv'.' says,

"Wen de kum to dis selebrashin, de pant up de faces and de

chest an’ put all kind of marks on dem selfs. De used smut

out ub de fire, wid grese, fur most ub de pant. De hab vain

side .red an'de udder black. I reelin de used red mud fo de

red. De got de clay fo mak de wite marks up heyah on de creek.

De met fer de games an’ to smoke an'set round an'talk on

wot de cald de square. Naw, de wimmin neber stay vzid de men

wen de in the squared

1 A Choctavz game.
2 Arrow Points, Vol. 3, 1922, pp. 69-70.



The Creeks were wonderful athletes and played their

games with great enthusiasm. These manly sports developed

courage, loyalty and perseverance. The busk v;as not a feast

to any particular deity but it was carried on with great

reverence. It greatly influenced the minds and habits of the

people. Every one, except the murderer, was absolved and

began life anew, as it were. If one had committed any great

sin, since the last busk, that sin could be expunged from

one’s memory at this feast. Even the household life was

renewed since everything that was in the least worn was

cast away and. renewed.



Part IV

Culture Among the Creeks

The Creeks were several thousand, years behind the white

race when discovered by the European. But considering his

tools and the fact that he had no beast of burden he was

making wonderful progress toward civilization. They made

great use of vegetable food. They not only cultivated veget­

ables, but were acquainted with various wild plants which

were quite palatable when cooked. They raised maize, cane

(a kind of millet), pumpkins, mellons, tobacco; and after

contact with Europeans began cultivating peaches, figs,etc.

Dogs, formally the only domestic animal, were eaten, but

chickens, hogs, horses, and even cattle were adopted soon

after being brought overby the Europeans.They hunted deer,

bear, turkey,and other small game and fish were taken when

convenient. They manufactured some foods, such as, bear’s

oil, hickory nut oil, persimmon bread, and hominy.

The Creeks had considerable skill in craftsmansnip. They

were very adept in constructing dugout canoes. A iog was found

and burned into shape, then the heart of it vzas burned and

chipped out until the right shape and depth obtained. Pot

making was developed to a high degree, and pot decoration

vzas an art in itself. Baskets were made of cane and splits;

the double or nested basket, and the basket meal sieve are

special forms. Liats were made of cane and corn husks. They

made knives and darts from cane and bone. The Creeks had de­

veloped no true sculpture but were capable of doing stone

work of high order.

The costume of the Creeks, was scant, chiefly of deer­

skins, robes of bison skin which they received through trade



with some of the western tribes,and skins of various other

animals* They used considerable skill in making their garments

beautifully decorating them with beads and other trinkets.

Their shoes or moccasins were also shaped from the hide of

some animal. They wove some frabrics from bark fiber which

made a coarse cloth, but a finer weave was made of feathers.

One would expect fierce and bloody personal encounters

among the Creek savages. But such was not the case, when a

personal quarrel occured between two men and they decided to

fight, fists were commonly used. The men usually fought until

exhausted and then separated. Sometimes they were separated

by the women, but the men never interfered. Ho matter how

great the disaffection that arose they rarely ever resorted

to the bow and arrow. After the dispute was settled they moved

their dwelling into the woods, and remained thus separated

until their anger had subsided. As soon as their anger ^ad

passed they returned to the village. They were no longer
>

enemies, and acted toward each other as though there had never

been a quarrel. When single men quarreled they sometimes went

to some neighboring tribe and stayed until their animosity

cooled. The tribe, in such case, warmly welcomed them and

sometimes gave them so many presents they returned home rich?

• As medieval man in Europe built walls around his towns

and cities, so the Indian of America fortified his towns with

palisades. The towns were usually built near some stream or

river, which was used as a means of safety and transportation.

Tonti visited in .1686 a llugulasha village, a tribe of the

1 Wissler, Clark, The American Indian, pp. 225-224.
2 Vaca, Cabeza De, pp. 83-84.



Creek Confederacy, and gave an elaborate description: he found

the village a quarter of a league from the Mississippi river,

near a little stream from vzhich they got their drinking water.

The village was enclosed by a palisade made of cane. The

palisades were one inch apart and ten feet in height. There

vzere 107 cabins and tvzo temples in the village; and between

200 and 250 men, and a fevz women. Smallpox had killed off

a good many of the inhabitants.

The temple was round and 30 feet in diameter. It was

built of staves and daubed with mud to the height of a man.

At the entrance there was a shed eight feet wide and twelve

feet long, held up by two great pillars, vzith a crosspiece

'which served as a girder. At the side of the temple door there

vzere many figures of animals such as bears, vzolves, and birds,

and one they called Choucouacho (0’possum). In the center

tvzo dry decayed logs placed end to end were burning. In the

rear there was a platform on which there were presents offered

to the Great Spirit. Above this hung the form of the Chou­

couacho, vzhich was painted in red and black. A double glass

bottle was near by, vzhich Tonti had given them.

This was all he savz in the temple. From the temple he

went into the village where he saw cabins of similar construct­

ion, All different sizes. Their houses were generally built

rectangular in shape vzith curved roofs covered with thatch

bark, or split canes, and often provided vzith plastered walls

reinforced with vzickerwork. There were no windows, and the

floor vzas either sand or dry earth. There were no comforts

in their houses. The frame of the beds consisted of square

posts, tvzo feet from’ the earth, and redwood crosspieces as



large around as the arm. On this vzas placed a mattress of

small canes bound together in such a manner that they were

very straight and hard. For covering they used a kind of

cloth made of bark very neatly woven together. Their kitchen

ware consisted of earthen pots, which was neat, delicate and

well worked. These cabins were as well built,as well furnished,

and had as many comforts as the homes of the peasants in the

early middle ages in Europe. The women wore a breechcloth

made of the bark of a tree, usually white and red. This cloth

was made of many bits of bark woven together. The breechcloth

was worn fastened at the waist to a cord, which served as

a belt, and extended just below the buttock. Cords a foot.

long were fastened to the cloth and were always in motion.

Girls from six to seven covered themselves with a little

bundle of moss held by a thread which passed between their

thighs and tied to a belt which they wore. The women wrapped

their hair in bundles around their heads; painted their teeth

black and some tatooed the bodyi The young girls were espec­

ially attentive to the face itself. Tonti did not see any

pretty women in the village.

The Creek was adept in using his primitive tools. His

methods of farming were crude hut he was able to live with­

out expending very much labor. .The Muscogee should not be

blamed tooseverely for decorating his person with beads and

other trinkets, for men of more civilized tastes have the

same desires. His temples, houses, and villages compared

favorably with those of early Europeans, especially of the

early English.

1 Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 43, pp. 274-276.



Part V

Mentality, Character and Hospitality

In general the American Indian was mentally and physic­

ally the equal of the race which has succeeded him. He had

developed agriculture to a remarkable degree, considering

his implements and the fact that he had no domestic animals.

His system of society and civil government challenged the ad­

miration of the philanthropists, and he had made such pro­

gress as the simplicity of his life demanded.

He was placed upon this broad and wonderful continent

without tools, without beasts of burden, with nothing but

his hands with which to work. Unfortunate in not having the

things necessary to conquer a wilderness, he was blessed with

rich soil, abundance of game and plenty of room whereby he

might make his living. By the aid of nothing but his physical

and mental powers he set about to make the best of his situa­

tion, and was succeeding in a wonderful way when discovered

by the white man. He quickly adopted much of the white man’s

civilization. A.t first paralized with fear at the sight of

the horse, dumfounded with amazement when confronted with the

"smoke stick", he soon became an expert in the use of both.

Had he not had the mental capacity to have adjusted himself

to the new situation created by the introduction of a super-

ior’bivilization he would have been immediately annihilated.

•The general character of the Creek was that of content­

ment in what he possessed. He vzas not aggressive in his native

character. But when compelled to fight for his rights as a

man, or for his possessions, or because of an insult to his

1 Haines, pp.44-52. -7 gfr*.



dignity, his thirst for revenue was not unlike that of the

white man under similar circumstances. His simplicity of

character and untutored mind called for retaliation, v/hich

law was early laid down in the rules of human conduct, and

by some is considered the great lav/ of nature,-^an eye for

an eye, a tooth for a tooth'.' To his nation, tribe, country

or friends he showed the greatest loyalty and devotion, and

"actuated by this they brave any danger, endure the most ex-

crutiating torments, and expire triumphant in their fortitude,

not as a personal qualification, but as a national characteristic^

_ The Indian v/as not a thief until taught this art by his

civilized white friends. The Puritans while exploring for

a site for their settlement, discovered a quanity of corn

v/hich had been stored by the Indians in a place of deposit

for winter's use, appropiated it, and so far as is known never

paid for it. l£r. James Adair, who lived 40 years among the

Indians of the southern colonies (1735-1773) has this to say

of their character: "Not an individual durst ever presume to

infringe on another's liberities. They are all equal. The
}

only precedence any gain is by superior virtue, oratory, or

prowess; and they esteem themselves bound to live and die in

defense of their country. A warrior will accept of no hire

for performing virtues and heroic actions. They have exquisite

pleasure in pursuing their own natural dictates.

"Their hearts are fully satisfied if they have revenged

crying blood, ennobled themselves by war actions, given cheer­

fulness to their mourning country, and fired the breasts of

the youth with a spirit of emulation to guard the beloved

1 Haines, pp.223-227.



people from danger and revenge the wrongs of their country.

Warriors are to protect all, but not to molest or injure the

meanest. Every yzarrior holds his honor and the love of his

country in so high esteem that he prefers it to life, and

will suffer the most exquisite torments rather than rennounce it"

Adair answers the charge against the Indians that their

savage life' inclined them to wars among themselves, by stating

that the Indians in their primitive nature are not fond of

waging war with each other; but if left alone and free from

outside interference and meddlers they consider with the

greatest exactness and forethought all the attending cir­

cumstances of war. Historians have pictured the Indian to

us as blood thirsty, revengeful and warlike, but later re-

search has shown that he was no more warlike than other

races of men.

^The Creeks, like other American Indians, were kind-hearted,

hospitable and free, and would not only share with those of

their tribe the last morsel of bread, but also would share

with strangers, They despised a miser and thought it a dis­

grace to be stingy to those in want. It was a very rare thing

to find one who was selfish. They did not keep a common flock,

yet it was to the same effect. When a Creek spoke of an in­

dividual of his tribe, he said, "He is of my house1.'

When a Creek travelled in his own country, he inquired

for those of his own tribe; and if there were any he went to

their house and was received kindly, though he had never seen

them before. He enjoyed as much freedom while there as at

his own house, eating, drinking, and regaling himself with

1 °P • Ci t., PP- 223-227.
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the same freedom as if he were at his own table, which was

the ground covered with an animal skin. They carried nothing

with them on their journeys but a looking glass, red paint,

their gun and ammunition, or bovz and arrows, sometimes both.

If a stranger should call at the state house, where the head

men met to carry on their public business, or the town’s-

people assembled to frolic in the divine presence, he was

greeted with the greatest civility and hospitality. A most

generous meal was placed before him, and a most luxurious

cane bed, softened with the skins of bears, or buffaloes,

was furnished him to sleep on}

If a person entered a Creek house it was their custom

to place food before him and it was considered the height of

discourtesy for the women not to perform this act of hospit­

ality. If the visitor was hungry, he ate; if not hungry, it

was the custom to taste the food and thank the giver. This
> >

would be repeated at each house he entered, and at any hour

of the day. This law of hospitality tended to the equaliza­

tion of subsistence. If one part of a Creek village had an

abundance hunger and destitution could not exist in any other

part of the same village?

If one considers the knowledge of books or the capacity

for absorbing the contents of books, mentality, then possibly

the Creek was lacking in this gift. But if we consider his

circumstances and the fact that he readily adopted all of

the white man’s civilization that he needed and wanted, and

weigh his constructive ability, it seems that he compares

1 Adair, pp. 17-13.
2 Morgan, Lewis Houses and House Life of the American

Aborigines, p.45.



favorably with the other races of mankind. The Muscogee had

his own code of morals and apparently he, until taught by

unscrupulous white men, knew nothing of defrauding his fellov/

man. In seeking revenge the Creek did not differ from other

barbarous peoples. A dweller of the great and sparsely pop­

ulated forest, he loved the company of friends and even

strangers after learning that they were not enemies.
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Part VI

Women and Children

The Creek woman was virtually a slave in the household..

Different tribes had different ways of treating their women

but all agreed that it was their duty to make the living for

the family.The woman was the housekeeper, gardener and farmer.

Yet it does not appear that the Crdek women had any harder

life than the women of any race in the same stage of civiliz­

ation. The Creek woman like the female of other races tried

to improve her looks with various crude cosmetics. Her hair,

which was very black and beautiful, hung in long tresses or

curls, or was tied in queues with ril$?n made of animal hair.

Glass beads of different colors were v/orn in the hair as

ornaments-, sometimes porcupine quills were used for the same

purposes. They made every effort to be attractive and showed

considerable skill in personal adornment. They enjoyed wear­

ing strings of beads, shells and various other trinkets.

’Then in attendance at drinking matches, which were held

for the men, the women were attired in their best. Although

their clothes were few and made from the skins of animals,

they selected their most beautiful skin (gown) on these

1 The men wore their hair according to the custom of the tri b e.
Some cut practically all of it off,leaving a small tuft on
the scalp; others shaved the head leaving only a love lock
hanging from either side; and others shaved their heads sim­
ilar to monks, wearing only a small bit of hair on the scalp.
Here again the historians have misinformed us, as they
have told us thatthe Indian shaved his head clean, leaving
only a bit of haif on the scalp which was left there as a
challenge to his enemies to come and take his scalp if
they could.

Dumont, Vol. I, p. 136.
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occasions, and when they saw that the men were drinking too

much they took away all their weapons and concealed a calle­

bash beneath their cloak. The men would offer them drink which

they took, but after drinking a drought they slyly emptied

the remaining contents in the callebash. In this manner the

women soon nad all the liquor in their possession. By adding

water and putting the liquor again in bottles they would sell

it back to the men at their own pricel

77hen a man wished to get married he sent his mother,

sister, or some other female relative to the female relations

of the woman he wished to marry. The father’s wishes had noth­

ing to do with the match, though sometimes he was consulted

as a mere compliment. to him only. If the match was agreeable

to the relatives of the girl they sent the answer .the

woman who had proposed the match. The bridegroom then sent

presents of clothing to the females of the bride’s family by

the women of his family. If they accepted, the match was made

and he could then go to the bride’s house as soon as he chose.

The ceremony was not ended, however, until he had built a

house; made a crop and gathered it; gone hunting and brought

the kill to the lodge of his betrothed, which was considered

as binding the woman to the husband? Another short ceremony

was followed at times: the bridegroom took a cane, or reed,

and fixed it upright in the ground; then the bride stuck

down another reed by the side of the bridegroom’s which

1 Romans, p.’ 31.'
2 Hawkins, p. 73.



finished, the marriage ceremony. This was to be done in the

presence of company. The couple then exchanged reeds, which

•were laid aside as evidence or certificate of marriage’}

The Greeks were extraordinarily fond of their children.

The parents and relatives mourned a whole year for those that

died. At the end of a year they paid the funeral honors, and

washed off the black paint they wore as mourning?

The Creek child was forced at an early age to take care

of himself. Being a child of the great and interminable

forest which was always at his door, he naturally developed

self-reliance and independence. His schooling was that of

nature and he became highly trained in the use of his imple­

ments. Brave, generous, and hospitable to strangers, he grew

up to be a fierce and terrible fighter when forced into that

occupation.

The male children were raised in the skins of panthers,

as they thought that would make them like these beasts, cunn­

ing and strong, and would-give them a good sense of smell

and a prodigious spring,— in other words great warriors.

The girls were raised in the skins of fawns or buffalo calves,

to make them shy and timerous. If'.the mother was unable to

suckle the babe on account of sickness the nearest female

relative suckled it, but only till the mother recovered.

The initiating of a Creek youth into manhood was some­

what similar to the dubbing of a knight, or to certain perman

tribal customs of the middle ages. A youth from fifteen to

seventeen years old was initiated into manhood by a ceremony

called Boos-ke-taw. The youth gathered sou-watch-cau, a very

1 McIntosh, John, TheOrigin of the No, American Indians, o~.255
2 Herrera, Antonio De, History Of America, Vol.4, pp.. 35-34.



bitter root. He ate this a whole day, then steeped the leaves

in water and drank it. At dusk he ate two or three spoonfulls

of boiled grits. For four days this was repeated, the youth

remaining in the house. This sou-watch-cau would intoxicate

and madden him. The fourth day he put on a new pair of mocca­

sins, stil-lo-pico, and went out.

For twelve moons he was not allowed to eat fowls, peas,

young buck or salt, and he could not pick his ears or scratch

his head except with a small stick. For four moons he had a

separa/te fire to cook his food (boiled grits) which could be

cooked by a virgin. The fifth moon any one could cook for

him but he had to serve himself, first using one spoon and

a pan. For four days, at each new moon, he drank possau

(button smokeroot) an emetic, and ate nothing except a little

boiled grits in the evening. At the twelfth moon he performed

for four days what he began with on the first. The fifth day

he came out and gathered corncobs and burned them to ashes

and rubbed these, over his body. At the end of this moon he
J

sweated under blankets and went into the water, and this

ended the ceremony. Sometimes the ceremony would be shortened

to four, six, or eight moons, or even twelve days, but the

course was the same.

The physic was administered by the Is-te-puc-cau-chau

thluc-co, great leader, who would say "I am physicing him',*

boo-se-ji-jite saut li-to-mise-cho, or "I am teaching him

all that is proper for him to know',' nauk o-mul-gau-e-thli-

jite saut litomise cha. During the ceremony the youth did not

touch any one except young persons who were under a like



course. If he dreamed at night the next morning he drank

possaul

The lot of the Creek woman, as has been pointed out,

was no harder than that of the ancient European housewife.

In fact her position in the family was very similar to that

of women in ancient times. Although the Creek was timid in

courtship, it was not uncommon for him to have more than one

wife. The child was greatly beloved and his training started

as early in life as possible. Under the hardening influences

of the strange and mysterious forest, he developed self-

reliance, courage and bravery to a remarkable degree. He

was taught loyalty to tribe and nation even to give up life

if necessary to preserve them.

1 Hawkins, pp. 73-79.



Part VII

Missions

The first mission in the Greek nation was established

by the Methodist Episcipal Church at Asbury, one mile north

of Fort Mitchell and adjoining Kawita, in 1822. Fort Mitchell

was loc-ted on the old Federal Road, two miles southwest of

Kawita. Kawita appears to have been the original location

of the Creeks when they first arrived from the West. This

was not the first effort, as Father de Guyenne, a Jesuit

priest, had built a cabin here in Kawita in 1735. The Indians,

under the influence of the English in Georgia, burned his

mission house and the missionary was forced to return to

Fort Toulouse, whence he came.

The Creeks were not very friendly toward missionaries.

7/hen the Methodists entered upon their missionary work in

1822, it was reported that the Creek chiefs would not grant

preaching privileges. Reverent Y/illiam Capers, supposing the

report to be without a good foundation, applied to the chiefs

to contradict it, but the chiefs proved to be hostile to

the mission school. Apparently the Indian agent, Col. John

Crowell, was not friendly to the mission, as the missionaries,
• I

headed by Mr. Isaac Smith, sent a complaint against him to

the Secretary of War. However, he advised them to go on with

the school, saying that he had no doubt that after one or

two years liberty to preach would be granted; and that he

would use his influence to that effect. The school went on

and some of the chiefs showed a friendliness toward its work,

but the agent refused to use his influence with the chiefs;

so Mr. Smith in a letter to Reverent Capers said that he

1 Arrow Points^ Vol. 3, No. 5, pp. 62-63 (1922).
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nought “it oest to say no more to him or to

horn I believed, would, be influenced by the a

ot to admit us as ministers unless we were

--------It is a subject of weignt on zj min

eople deprived of the means of salvation th

f those that our government sends to open t

nstructionsS



rior then told him that he should go home and shorten the

talk and that they then might be received}:

It is not strange that the Creeks did not care for the

religion of the white man. Since his first contact with them

he had not seen many who did not try to rob or cheat him

out of his birth right. De Soto talked fluently about his

religion while among the Indians of this country. Yet he

slew perhaps more Indians in his short stay among them than

any man who ever led an army into the Red man’s country.

The Creek mind could not comprehend the different doctrines

of the varies missionaries sent to him. He believed in the

Great Spirit and understood in his own simple way who the

the Great Spirit was, but he thought that the white men must

have more than one God since they entertained so many dif­

ferent beliefs.

1 Op. 'Git.. Vol. 5. Ho. 4. 1922.pp. 74-78.
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Part VIII

Government

The Creeks, after conquering the weaker tribes east of

the Mississippi, developed a stronger government and a more

highly organized civilization than the other Indians of this

section^ The confederacy was composed of twenty-two gentes,

as follows:

”1. Wolf. 2. Bear. 3. Skunk.4. Alligator. 5.Deer. 6. Bird.

7. Tiger. 8.Wind. 9.Toad. 10,Mole. 11.Fox. 12 Racoon.

13.Fish. 14.Corn. 15.Potatoes. 16-,Hickory Nut'. 17.Salt.

18.Wild Cat. 19.Sig‘n Lost. 20.Sig’n Lost. 21.Sig'n Lost.

22.Sig’n Lost’!^

Indian names for gentes:

l.Ya’ha. 2.No-Kuse ’ ,3.Ku'mu. 4.Kai-put-’lu. 5.E’cho.

6.Tus*wa. 7.Kat,shu.8Ho-tor*lee. 9.So-pak'tu. lO.Tuk’ko.

ll.Chu’la. 12.Wo’tko. 13.Hu’hlo, 14.U’che. 15.Ah’ah.

16.0-che’. 17.Ok-chun'wa. 18.Ku-wa'kuche. 19.Ta-mul’kee.

2O.Ak-tu-ya-chul’kee. 21Is-fa-mul'he. 22.Wa-klak-kul'kee.

The remaining tribes were organized into gentes. Descent

* among the Creeks was in the female line; the office of sachem

and the property of deceased persons were hereditary in the

gens and intermarriage in the gens was prohibited?

In general the government consisted of a federal union

of the whole society for mutual safety."As the law of nature

appoints no frail mortal to be king or ruler over his breth-

1 Bartram, p. 361.
2 Sig’n=Signification.
3 Morgan, Lewis H., Ancient Society, pp. 160-161.
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ern, and humanity forbids the taking away at pleasure the

life or laws of their country, they consider that the trans­

gressor ought to have his evil deeds retaliated upon himself

in equal manner'.

Both the social and political organization of the Creeks

werebased upon the tribe. The tribe itself was based upon

smaller units, called gentes, united into one town or settle­

ment and having one chief or micco as he was called. The

tribe was called italua in Creek when meaning a political

body governing itself. This word also signified a nation.

The gentes were joined together by a common tie. This tie

was either the archaic maternal descent, or the more modern

tie of paternal descent, or a combination of both. The differ­

ent groupsdescending from the same male or female ancestor

formed a gens provided with a proper name, or totem, gener­

ally recalling the name of an animal. As each gens had a

totem to distinguish it, so each tribe had a name by which

it was known. Few tribes are known to us by the names by

which they designated themselves. In general, the names by

which they have become known to us were names given them by

other tribes, or by the whites, often in derision, and grow­

ing out of some attendant circumstances. The tribe was a kind

of corporation, having a sort of political existence, with

certain implied functions. Each tribe had a chief, who was

looked upon as the legal head of that particular tribe. The

chief’s duties were to superintend all public and domestic

concerns, to receive public characters, to listen to their

speeches, to refer them to the town and to deliver the "talks"

of his community. He was elected,by the town, from a certain 
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gens for life.On "becoming old or very sick he chose an assist­

ant, vzho must have been approved by the counsellors and head

men, At his death he was succeeded by the next of kin in

the maternal line, usually his nephew, provided he was fit

for office. The chief, however, was subordinate to the Great

Council. There were sub-chiefs under each chief who were the

heads of the gentes or families. Apparently the reason for

separating into so many little societies, or gentes, was

that the individual felt himself free from all coercive power

even though he did recognize tribal government. He felt that

his onlycontrol was his manners and moral sense of right and

wrong, which is part of the nature of man. An offense against

these was punished by contempt, by exclusion from society,

or, in serious cases, by the individual whom it concerned.

This method of coercion seems very imperfect, yet crimes

among the American savages were very rare. It is said that

great societies cannot exist without government, therefore

the Creek broke them into small ones.

The Creeks were an urban people rarely living outside

the limits of the town or village. The towns and villages

of the Creeks were built along the banks of rivers and their

smaller tributaries, which were often subject to inundation.

The number of cabins ranged from twenty to thirty up to two

hundred, and in 1832 Tukabatchi had 386 families. Some of

the towns were compactly built but many were composed of

irregular clusters of four to eight houses standing together.

Each cluster contained a gens or family of relations, eating

and living in common. The huts and cabins of the Lower Creeks

resembled from a distance clusters of newly-burned brick
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kilns because of the high color of the clay. The distinguish­

ing mark of the town was the public square. The village did

not have a square! There were two different kinds of towns.

The one red or war towns, the other white or peace towns.

The red towns seemed to have disappeared before 1791. They

were governed by warriors only. The posts of their cabins in

the public square were painted red on one side, indicative

of the warlike disposition of the towns and not of the

shedding of blood, and depicting the wrath or anger animating

the warriors when out on the war path. The white or peace

towns were governed by civil*officers, or mikalgi, and were

considered as places of refuge and safety to individuals

who had left their tribes in dread of punishment or revenge

at the hands of their pursuers? The distinction between red

and white towns disappeared as soon as the agricultural

pursuits began to prevail over the military?

A micco or chief ruled each town, which custom arose

from the somewhat heterogeneous organization of the nation,

composed as it was of various remnants of tribes; but there

was usually a civil chief with general authority, such as

McGillivray and Big Warrior, and a war chief, such as Milfort

and Opatheleyoholef

1 see pages.
'2 Gatschet, p. 158. •'’
3 Alabama Historical Society, Vol. 4, pp. 386-387.
4 Big Warrior was a pure-blooded Indian, a man of much prudence
and shrewdness and a native of Alabama. He was friendly tow­
ard the whites, and sided with them in the war of 1813. Ke
died in Washington in 1825, while in attendance there with a
delegation of his tribe. Opotheleyohole was born in Tukabatchi,
the son of the half-breed Alexander Cornells, Billy Weather­
ford's brother-in^-law, by an Indian woman. A brave and an
influencial chief. He was a friend to the whites, became
wealthy, and moved with his people to the West, where he was
residing in 1861 when he sided with the North in the War be­
tween the States. Brewer, W. History of Alabama, 1540-1872t
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The council of the tov/n was next to the micco in author­

ity. It was made up of the mikalgi and the counsellors. The

council appointed the Great 7/arrior, approved or rejected

the nominations for a micco*s assistant, and gave advice in

law, war or peace questions. Eext in authority after the

council was the body of the hinihalgi, old men and advisors,

presided over by the hiniha’lako. They were in charge of

public buildings, supervised the erection of houses for new

settlers, directed the agricultural pursuits and prepared

the black drink. They were the “masters of ceremonies',' and

the name hiniha, iniha (which is not understood by the pre­

sent generation), was said to signify "self-adorner in the

sense of a warrior embellished with body paint'.' Hiniha’lako,

abbreviated into Nia’lako is now in use as a personal name,

and recalls the name of the celebrated Seminole Chief Heama-

thha (hiniha ma *la). In the Hitchiti towns the hinihalgi

consisted of the class called the beloved men. Before the

broken days, Uita-atska, they consulted about the time of

the busk, and during the busk directed the performances. Be­

loved men or isti-tachaklgi follow next in rank after the

above. They were the men who had distinguished themselves

by long public services, especially as war leaders, and the

majority of them were advanced in age. The beloved men were

formerly called mikalgi in the white towns.

The ruling passion among the Creeks was war, due to

their position in the midst of war-like and aggressive na­

tions. Among the young men there was a rage for war-titles.

The surest way of attaining honor was the capture of a scalp

from the enemy. Every young man had to pass through a severe 



ordeal of privation called a fast, puskitaj. from the

fifteenth to seventeenth year of his age in order to become

a warrior. After the young man had been initiated he was a

tassikaga, or brave, and stood in line for advancement.

There were three degrees of advancement among war com­

manders: leader, isti poka ’dsha or poka *dsha; uper leader,

isti poka ’dsha-’lako, or tustenuggi; and "Great Warrior",

Tustenuggi ’lako. -■•n every town there was a commander of

some one of these ranks. The poka’dsha was appointed by the

micco or chief of his town. He was called imisi when out on

the warpath. If he distinguished himself he was entitled to

a seat in the central cabin of the public square. Warriors

of the poka ’dsha class, who had repeatedly distinguished

themselves on expeditions, could be promoted to the charge

of upper leader, or tustenuggi, when a general war was de­

clared. The tustenuggi-’lako was appointed by the micco and

his counsellors, and selected by them from among the best

qualified warriors. His seat was at the western end of the

mikalgi cabin in the public square. According to old reports

a Creek warrior could obtain a war-title only after taking

a scalp. In earlier days warriors often had several war-

titles which were usually conferred upon them during the busk.

As we know, Indian character expressed itself in most

pronounced and self-willed independence. Therefore, the power

of the authorities was more of a persuasive than of a c.nmniand-

ing nature. This was particularly true of the warrior class.

No man felt himself bqund by a treaty concluded by the chief

1 see page 15.



and counsellors with an alien government or tribe. The lav.'

exercised by the gens was the real motive power in the Creek

community^- Every warrior was free to speak his views in the

council and his influence depended upon his ability not only

as a warrior but also as an orator. Each warrior had a very

high opinion of his individual importance and was exceedingly

tenacious of his liberty. The head chief never gave peremptory

commands, for to do so vzas to have them rejected with scorn

and indignation. A hint from a superior that in his opinion

certain things should be done, or certain measures should

be carried out, aroused emulation among the inferior ranks,

and his suggestions immediately received attention. The in­

dividual felt that he vzas the ruler of his own destiny and

acknovzledged no superior in civil government or domestic

affairs unless it suited his taste to do so. A man was made

chief who could enjoy the confidence of the trioe and his

influence depended upon his established character for wisdom,

bravery and hospitality. He should excel in everything per­

taining to the character and dignity of a chieftain, and as

soon as his conduct created dissatisfaction among the tribe

his influence ceased.

The micco or chief, counsellors and warriors, met every

day in the public square, sat and drank A-cee (black drink),

told the news, talked of the public and domestic concerns,

smoked their pipes and played Tha-chal-litch-caw (roll the

bullet). Here all complaints vzere discussed, attended to and

redressed. They had a regular ceremony for making as well 

1 Gatschet, pp. 152-160. 
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as delivering the A-cee to all who attended the square!

The public square was to the Creek what the country store

was to the pioneer: a place of gathering to learn the news

as well as to play games and to discuss the general welfare

of the community. All important ceremonies and dances were

held in the square. It was the largest cleared tract near

the town.

The Creeks never tried to form a national government

until the years 1798-1799. Before this time agents had

charge of all business of a general nature. In 1798-99, a

national council was established. This council was to meet

annually and make general regulations for the welfare of the

nation. The laws for punishing thieves and mischief-makers

were carried into effect where the Indian agent used his in­

fluence. On one occasion several incensed Creeks insulted

the commissioners of Spain and the United States, the Indian

agent explained to the council that unless the guilty ones

were brought to justice by the Creek nation the United states

government would take upon itself the responsibility of

punishing the culprits. The council foreseeing the outcome

of the impending conflict with the United States punished

the parties in question. Shortly after this episode the coun­

cil adopted a plan of government drawn up by the Indian, agent.

This plan provided, first, that the towns should be classified

and that a warrior should be appointed over each class of

towns, called the warrior of the nation, and tnat it should

be his duty to see that the laws were executed. Second, that

1 Alabama Historical ftncipt.yL, Vol. 1, p. 375.
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when a person was convicted of a crime and excuted by the

law of the nation, it was the nation that killed him and

no person or family could be held responsible for tne acts

of the nation. Third, that if any white man should commit

a crime in the Creek country he should be turned over to

the Indian agent, and if necessary the agent might send

troops into the Creek country to arrest such person; and

that the agent might call into his service such number of

Indian warriors, under pay, as he needed to assist in arrest­

ing the guilty white man. Furthermore, if the Indians should

interfere with the arrest of the white ran.it would be the

duty of the red warriors to order them to desist and if

necessary even to fire upon the Indians who were interfering,

and that the United States troops might be ordered to make

common cause if it was necessary to quell the interference?

The Creeks had the idea of popular government, everything

was intended to be done in accordance with the will of the

tribe as expressed or implied? In general, All the tribes

of North America had practically the same form of government,

differing only in detail more or less according to location

or circumstances. The gens was the lowest unit of government,

then the tribe and finally the nation which was extremely

modern in developement. Civilized people have had the common

idea that the American Indian was an irresponsible, wander­

ing vagabond, having but one . aim in life, subsistence;

that he had no moral feeling or rules for the government of

civil conduct; and that his condition of society, if such

1 Hawkins, Benjamin, Vol, ill. Sketch of ths Creek County p 67
2 Haines, pp. 177-179. ’
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it may be called, was chaos and anarchy. This is a mistaken

idea and illustrates our ignorance of the true character of

the Indian in this regard. Their civil government answered

its purpose equally as well as the government of the more

enlightened nations. Their plan of government was admirably

adapted to their simple and primitive conditions. It was not

a government of force, but rather by appeal to conscience

and sense of obligation on the part of the governed. It was

similar in form to the patriarchal government of tne ancients.

There were no policemen or sheriffs appointed to restrain

individual action. Each was free to behave as he pleased,

but felt a personal responsibility to acquiesce in all

measures prescribed or concurred in for the common good. The

Creek had no idea of a national government until the white

man interfered with his primitive life, and in this he did

not differ from the ancient Greeks who were never able to

build a national government. Individualist though he was,

he had a surprisingly keen sense of civic obligations.
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Part IX

Domestic Life

The Greeks lived in tov/ns or villages; there was no

rural life. The houses were not so close as to incommode each

other, nor too far apart for social defence. They had clean,

neat dwelling houses, white washed both inside and outside.

The white wash was made either from decayed oyster shells,

coarse chalk, or v/hite marly clay, one of wnich they could

always get. They had a corn house, fowl house, and a,hot

house which was used in cold weather. The hot house was made

to retain and reflect the heat.. The inside of the house was

furnished with genteel couches to sit and lie upon, raised

on four timbers. Their bedding consisted of the skins of

v/ild beasts which they dressed with the hair on, as soft as

velvet. They had stools cut out of poplar wood, all.of one

piece and of convenient height and shape. They made chests

of clapboards sewed to cross bars with scraped wet buffalo

strings. They made their domestic utensils’ of earth, such

as pots, pans, jugs, mugs, jars, etc. Spoons and dishes were

made of wood and buffalo horns.

Every town had a mountain house which was like the winter

house, except in dimensions and use. It was usually built

on a hill. It was a "state house’.' Here the head warriors and

beloved men met on business, or to divert themselves.by feast­

ing and dancing with the rest of the people. The inside was

furnished with couches about seven feet wide and a little

more in length, with aslight descent toward the wall to keep

the sleepers from rolling off when asleep. Every one took

his seat according to his reputed merit. "A worthless cox­

comb dare not be guilty of the least intrusion, should he



attempt it, he was ordered to his proper place, before the

multitude, with the vilest disgrace, and was forced to bear

their stinging laughter

The Creeks early learned effectively to preserve the

skins of wild game. They learned that certain barks preserved

the skin better than others, but did not know why. They tanned

their skins by first soaking them in water and removed the

hair by scraping. The skins were next soaked in a mixture of

deer’s brains until thoroughly saturated. They were then dried,
and while drying were continually worked by hand and scraped

with a suitable implement to free them of every impurity

and render them soft and pliable. To prevent hardening when

exposed to rain, they vzere smoked until cured and then tanned

with the bark of trees. If it were not convenient to use

deer’s brains, ground Indian corn, beaten to a pulp, answered

the same purpose. They made various articles from this leather,

such as moccasins, coats and trousers worked with beads.

Arrows were an important factor both in hunting and in

warfare. A camp site or lodge may now be discovered by the
)

scattered flint chips, broken from these implements in manu­

facture. There were various grades of workmanship. Some of

the arrow points vzere crudely fashioned, while others were .

so delicately wrought, with long thin symmetrical barbs, so

finely notched, that one wonders how aboriginal tools could

accomplish the feat. They varied in length from one half inch

to seven inches. Flint was the most common material from

which arrows vzere made. But quartz was used. Flint quarries 

1 Adair, pp. 412-421.



were usually a considerable distance from camp sites. The

Indian quarried pieces as large as the hand, of the same shape,

and transported them to camp. They kept these in supply for

future use in arrow making. In finishing the arrow the flint

was laid on a flat stone which served as an anvil. Strips

of buckskin or other soft material were placed between the

flint and the anvil to reserve the force of the blows for

the desired portion of the flint, A stone hammer shanped
9 •

like a biscuit, which fitted well into the hands, was used

for striking. Deer horn tools for making arrows were used

also. The maker’s lodge, in village or camp site is easily

located. Hammer stones, anvils, partly finished implements,

arrowheads broken in process and thickly scattered flint

chips reveal an ancient workshop! Considering the tools that

the Indian had to work with it is marvelous how he could

fashion such wonderfully accurate points for his arrow. It

is difficult to see how he could have improved upon his arrow

points even with more modern tools. The mystery of it is well

expressed by the poet, W. P. Copeland, in the following verses:

’’Flinty relic of an; age long since
fled,

VZhat is thy history—and the ancient
dead?

Who chiseled you from your rocky bed?
With whose unerring aim you ruthlessly

shed
Life’s current of arterial red.

Tell of the braves in the woody
realm

Twanging the sinew cord that sped
thee in whizing song

Through echoing forest to over-
■ whelm

1 North Carolina Historical Review, Vol.l, pp. 284-28?• 



An enemy or fleeing game intruding.

Or as maiden drifts in her canoe
Flashes radiant scales of fish below,
Darts thee to their finny side,
Claims a capture with buoyant pride.

The warrior spirit’s happy hunting
ground

Hails thee to fields Elysian
Rejoice with them in fame’s renown
The sprites charmed environ'.'1

Meat was supplied by the Creek menfolk. The Creek hunter

was an expert in imitating the cries of wild animals and it

is said that he had an instrument for calling the deer, but

such an instrument has never been discovered. He used the

skin and the frontal bone of the deer’s head, dried and

stretched on elastic chips, as a decoy. This decoy was so

delicately made that it weighed only ten or twelve ounces.

The horns were scouped out leaving only the thinest shell.

Great skill was attained in the use of this decoy. It was

fixed on the hand, and by imitating the movements of the deer

the hunter could entice him within shooting distance. Romans

tells of an ihstance in which a hunter while using the decoy

was mistaken by another Indian for a real deer and shot at,

the bullet passing through the decoy dangerously close to

the hand of the Indian who was using it. The hunter remaining

concealed imitated the -actions of a deer grazing or rubbing

its head against a tree and in this manner allayed any dis­

trust or suspicions the deer might have on senting the hunter?

A decoy was also made from the skin of the entire animal,

the head, horns, and legs all well preserved, the proper

shape being held by wooden hoops. The hunter placed himself

1 Arrow Points^ Vol. 4, 1922, p. 103. Quoted from the Birm-
ingham Age-Herald, March 15, 1924.

2 Romans, p. 66.'



inside the skin and moved along, allowing the deer's feet

to touch the ground. By peeping through the eye holes of the

deer's head the hunter could easily approach and kill the

deer with how and arrow.
A curious custom is mentioned "by Adair which prevailed

among the Greeks of cutting out a small piece from the lower

part of the thigh of every deer which was killed. The portion
was taken out lengthwise and deep but was never eaten. Adair

ascribes the custom to a religious belief, and makes it one

of his arguments supporting the theory of the descent of the

Indians from the Jewish race.

Bear was hunted as well as deer. For this game a trail

was cut through a thick patch of cane in a zigzag direction

and a hunter was stationed at the vertex of each angle. A

party of hunters would then arouse the bear and drive him

into this trail. When the bear tried to escape along the trail
concealed hunters would shoot at him until he was killed.

They used the blow gun for hunting smaller game, such

as birds and squirrels. The blow gun was a.straight cane

eight or nine feet long with joints cleaned out. A small

arrow, the butt end of which was wrapped with cotton or other

soft material, was placed in the gun and discharged therefrom

by blowing with the mouth. The hunter could usually kill a

bird or squirrel fifteen or twenty yards away with this weapon.

Various devices and methods were used for catching fish.
Two methods were the use of fire and drugs. Fires built along

the shores or torches held in the hand just above the surface

of the water would attract the fish to the surface, and some­

times they would leap forward and fall into the boats, or if 



they did not fall in the boat they could be easily taken by

hand or by nets. Stupefying barks were placed in the fresh

pools of the South, or powdered roots were mixed and stirred

into the water until the fish became drunk and came to the

surface where they could be gathered in baskets. Other methods

of fishing were by hook and line, by hand, hand nets, other
nets, gigs, spears, etc'!:

The Greek spent much of his time hunting and fishing?

Game and fish were plentiful. The native never killed for

the fun of killing, but only killed enough to meet his imme­

diate . need for food. When his larder was supplied he was

satisfied. The hunter using the bow and arrow did not frighten

away the game which was gentle enough for him, by using a

little strategy, to get in shooting distance. All game re­

mained gentle until the advent of the white man’s "smoke-stick'.'

The Alabama Anthropological Society has been doing some

excellent archeological work in Indian burial grounds. Num­

erous Indian mounds and other burial places have been opened

since the organization of the Society. Many implements both

of peace and war have been found: pipes, hoes, axes, pick

1 Arrow Points^ Vol. 1, No. 5, 1920, pp. 35-3?.
2 Some of the Gulf coast tribes were expert fishermen, accord­
ing to Herrera, Vol. IV, pp.34-35, and did not hesitate to
attack the whale. They had novel method, though primitive,
of catching one of the monsters. Two Indians, on seeing whales,
paddled out in a conoe to the place where the whales were.
One steered the canoe and the other carried two or three
pegs and a mallet in his belt, and as soon as the latter saw
the whale he leaped into the water, got on the whale’s
head, and drove one of the pegs into one of its nostrils.
The whale then dived and when it came up for air, the Indian
drove a peg in the other nostril, cutting off its breath;
then he would tie a line of withes to its neck and tow it
to shore. They enjoyed this meat very much, and lived some
time upon it.



axes, drills, club heads, spear heads, arrow heads, and many

utensils used in cooking. The pipes and cooking vessels were

made of clay, but the implements of war were of flint. It

appears that those who were considered wealthy were buried

in flexed position with their personal belongings, shell

beads, celts, etc. There is no evidence that the American
aborigines provided homes for the poor. But the society has

excavated clusters of graves that indicated that the occu­

pants were poorly equipped in worldly goods. I’o burial arranged

at full length had any personal belongings associated with

it, only those of the flexed type gave up any objects at all.

There was found in the skull of an Indian in one of the

’'pauper” graves a tiny arrow head, called by the excavators

bird points, of excellent workmanship!

In many instances burial urns, containing the remains

of infants, now and then of adults, have been found, lost

of the skeletal contents of these ancient infantile coffins

had disappeared long before the vessel was unearthed, only

traces of its tiny occupant being left to tell the story
of its ancient existence.

The urns differ in construction; some have oval bottoms,

others are conical in shape. They range in size from 10 to

24 inches in diameter, and in depth from 6 to 14 inches.

Some have rims braced on the outside with small columnar

ridges bearing from four to six handles. The covers used for

the urns were bowl shaoped, showing incised designs all of

the distance around the rims on the outside directly below

1 Arrow Points. Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 16-18.
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the apertures, although some of the vessels are plain through­

out. The maximum depth of these urns range all the way from

13 to 36 inches below the level of the ground. Some have been

carefully placed under muscle and other shells or burnt clay,

others were sunken into pits, cut through tough red earth

just large enough to allow them downward passage. In 1540

the Spaniards found the dead laid away in various temples.

Every few years they would bury these bodies in the earth,

thus forming these numerous burial mounds? The Indian had

great respect for the burial grounds of his ancestors. And

it vzas vzith deep reluctance and great bitterness of heart

that he finally, when forced to do so, consented to move west

of the Mississippi River.

The domestic life of the Creeks was crude and void of

luxuries. Their houses were built of the materials at hand,

such as poles and cane, and had the cracks daubed with mud.

Their lives were spent in the open, therefore they did not

think it necessary to build large commodious houses. The
Creek had not developed beyond the hunting stage and, like

all primitive people, the principal part of his living was

made in this way or by fishing. He had developed wonderful

skill in working his stone implements. The Indians who lived

near the copper mines in the Great Lake country were slowly

learning the use of copper. It is very probable that if they
had been left alone for another century or so they would

have discovered how to smelt the wonderful supplies of ore

that God had given them.

1 Arrow Po 1 nts^ Vol. 6, no. 4.
2. Ball, T. H. Rev., History of Clark County Alabama^ pp ing.l.n?.



Part X

Creek Wars

Indian nations like all other nations of the world made

war, for the same reasons and for the same chimeras: the

desire of distinguishing themselves by personal or national

valor, the ambition for glory, the longing to transmit one’s

name to posterity, revenge for a private insult, and greed

for territory and other properties. It does not appear that

the Indian was capable of more brutality or cruelty than many

of the civilized nations. The upper Creeks gave up the custom

of burning their prisoners because of the influence of the

French^ The captives were given their freedom upon marrying

among them; this was always permitted and even advised, and

after marriage the captive was put on the same footing with

other members of the tribe?

In the fork of the Tombigee River there are remains of

an old Indian fortification. These ruins are situated a little

less than three miles west of the old village of Forkland,

on the Livingston road, and describe a semi-circle on the
> *

river, the bluff being its diameter. The elevation is about

one mile in length and symetrical in form. A spring of water

breaks out of the earth a few yards from the river, and dis­

charges itself in the form of a cascade over the lime rock

into the river below. Except for the dip in the lime rock

to admit this passage of water into the river, the place with­

in the enclosure is inaccessible from the river. The spring

like a tiny mirror sinks within the bosom of the mighty cliff,

and is about eithty or one hundred feet above low water mark.

1 See page 10.
2 Bartram, Wm., Voyage Dans Les Parties Sud De L’frerihup, p.c65.



The ruins of the old fort is about a half acre in size and

near the spring, considerably raised above the surrounding

earth and concave on the surface. The historian of Greene

County, V. Gayle Snedecor, believes this to be the place

where De Soto was so desperately attacked by the Indiansi

War was always determined on by the Great Warrior, though

in case of an injury or insult to the tribe the micco and

counsellors discussed the matter. If they decided the town

had been injured the Great Warrior lifted the hatchet against

the nation which had injured them. As soon as the hatchet

had been lifted the micco and counsellors could interpose

and proceed to adjust the misunderstanding by negotiation.

However, if the Great Warrior persisted and took to the war
>

path, he would be followed by all who were for war. Rarely
9

a whole town, and never a whole nation, was for war. There

were always those who objected. The Great Warrior gave notice

where he would camp and then set off, sometimes with only
• J

one or two. He would fire his gun, give the war hoop and

those who followed would do likewise. Often they would be

one or two nights marching off. 7/hen time came for peace it

was always determined on and concluded by the micco and his

counsellors. Peace talks were always addressed to the cabin
2of the micco.

The Creek men rarely went to war until they had helped

the women plant the crops, which was contrary to the usual

method of warring savages? Patriotism was developed to the

highest degree. Every warrior held his honor and the love of

1 Snedecor, Gayle, Directory of Greene Co.‘, pp. 72-73.
2 Hawkins, p. 72.
3 Adair, pp. 378-380.
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his country in such esteem that he prefered it to Life, and

would suffer the most painful tortures rather than betray

it. "There is no such thing among the Indians as desertion

in war, because they do not fignt li.<e the Swiss for hire,

but for wreaths of swan feathers"...."The Indians are not

fond of waging war with each • other, unless prompted by some

of the traders; when left to themselves, they consider with

the greatest exactness and foresight, all the attending cir­

cumstances of war'.'^

The superstition of the Creeks led them to do many cur­

ious things while on the war path. Strangely enough, some

of their customs were very similar to some of ours. Then they

went on an expedition they took with them a certain thing

which was considered the genius of the party. It was usually

a stuffed owl of a large kind. They guarded it very carefully,

and offered it part of their meat. Should any accident hap­

pen to the owl tney felt that the expedition had been frus­

trated. They always set him with his head facing their des­

tination and if they should find him turned around they were

sure that it was a bad omen and would return to their homes.

Should any one on the expedition lose his courage he had only

to turn the owl and then he could be sure of a chance to

turn back and still be called a brave man?

The Creeks were at peace with'the whites most of the

time from the beginning of white occupancy of t.xeir territory

until the war of 1813 and 1814. The Muscogee nation was peace­

able as a whole but they were brave, courageous and capable

1 Op. Git.. p. 259.
2 Romans, p. 75.



fighters when they thought they had. sufficient cause to go

on the war path. They had many great war leaders, but none

greater than the half-breed Billy Weatherford in the war of

1313-14.

Weatherford was a well balanced man of sound judgment

and had a deep insight into human nature. He was well ac­

quainted with the government of the United States and had

lived with his half brother, Davy Tate, who was we J. educated.

He had also associated much with his brother-in-law, Sam

Moniac, who was considered one of the most intelligent half­

breeds in the nation. 1/Ioniac was selected by Alexander Mc­

Gillivray as interpreter when he visited General Washington

in New York. According to Woodward, Weatherford was opposed

to the war. But when time came to take sides he went with

his countrymen, sayiajg that he did not think it right to

join the whites and that he would have been called a coward

had he done so. He also thought that he might prevent his

misguided countrymen from committing many depredations that

they might be inclined to do. Weatherford was not a chief,

although he exercised more influence over a part of the nation

than many of the chiefs did-}

Weatherford related to Woodward the story of a visit

of a white man from Pensacola to Tuckabatchy (about 1810).

He thought that the man was a Scotchman and that he lived

with the Big Warrior. He never knew the man’s business but

the stranger asked Weatherford how many warriors the Creeks

could raise. Shortly after the man disappeared from the nation

1 Woodward, Thomas S., Gen., Reminiscenceof theCreek or Mus­
cogee Indians-, p. 37 ~ ~ 
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the Warrior’s oldest son, Tuskenea, visited several tribes

in the Wabash country..Not long after the return of Tuskenea

to the Creek nation (1811), Tecumseh with tne prophet, Seek-

aboo, and others appeared at Tuckabatatchy town. Big Warrior

made a talk to the council which was heard by Weatherford

and Lloniac. No one but members of the nation could sit as

members of this council and, as explained in chapter II, no

one except members Was allowed within the council hall while

business was in progress. Therefore, Sam Dale, the hero of

the celebrated canoe fight, if he had been in Tuckabatchy,

which seems doubtful, could not have heard Tecumseh's talk?

After the talk of Big Warrior Tecumseh stated the pur­

pose of his visit. Namely, that if the whites could be driven

out the Creeks would recover all the country that the whites

had taken from them, and that they would be protected in their

rights by the English. The Big Warrior appeared to favor the

arguments of Tecumseh, but both ISoniac and 7/eatherford opposed

him. Weatherford spoke to Tecumseh through his interpreter,

Seekaboo, saying that the whites and Creeks had been at peace

for years, that it would be bad policy for the Creeks to go

to war on either side. He said that the English had been in

their time as oppressive as the Americans, and even more so;

and in the American Revolution there were but few Americans

1 Some historians claim that Dale heard Tecumseh’s talk and
saw the fire in the eyes of the Creeks when the great Shawnee
mentioned his Creek blood. According to Woodward, Dale had
moved to the Mississippi territory near St. Stephens and was
living there while Tecumseh was among the Creeks. Moreover
Tecumseh’s mother was not of Creek descent. Op.Cit., p. 84. 
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and they had. been victorious over the British; now that the

Americans were much stronger, it would be to the interest

of the Creeks to take sides with the Americans if they should

fight on either side. After this talk Tecumseh soon returned

to the banks of the Wabash and the war clouds disappeared

until the following year (1812). But the war party continued

to to talk of war and endeavored to keep the warriors incensed

against the whites. These efforts of the war party culminated

in killing Author Lott and Thomas Keridith, in 1312, by

the Creeks near the mouth of Duck River. After this out­

break matters again calmed down until the opening of 1813.

Weatherford and Moniac had gone to visit the Chickasawha

in the Mississippi Territory to trade in beef cattle. On their

return they found several chiefs assembled and drinking the

black drink with Moniac and Weatherford’d families at the

square. They ordered them to join or be killed. The brother-

in-law of Moniac seized his bridle reins, where-upon koniac

snatched a war-club and struck him on the head and spuring

his horse left the square amidst a volley of bullets. But

Weatherford remained, saying that they were his people, that

he was raised with them and would share their fate, although

he disapproved of their course and believed that it would

be their ruin. He advised all those who intended to go to

war with the whites to remove their women and children to

the swamps of Florida, leaving the old men and boys to take

care of them. He believed that by the time this could be

carried out peace might be secured and that his people be

spared, and many white settlers saved. If war did come it 

could be carried on with less trouble, and less danger to 



their women and children. But he was overruled by the chiefs,

and war soon broke out at Burnt Corn Creek.

The Greeks were successful in the battle of Burnt Corn

Creek, the first battle of the war, and immediately began

preparations for an attack on Fort Ums. Weatherford, it is

said, delayed as much as possible on their march, so that

the fort might be prepared. Several negroes were captured on

the route and conveniently permitted to escape so that the

fort might be warned. The Major in charge of the fort was

haughty, obstinate, and over confident and refused to listen

to the warnings he received from the negroes. Jim Cornells

rode to the fort and told Major Beasley that the Indians had

been seen near by and that the fort was in imminent danger.

The Major was drunk, and told Cornells that he had only seen a

gang of red cattle. Cornells replied that "that gang of red

cattle would give him a h-11 of a kick before night',' Cornells

and Zach MiGirth rode off to look for a provision boat which

was expedted. The fort gate was allowed to stand open and

the entrance was so filled with sand, and other debris that

it could not'be closed. The Indians had been stealthily wait­

ing in the near by forest for the occupants of the fort to

settle down to their midday lunch. As soon as the Indians

learned that lunch was. being served orders were given to

charge the fort. There was a fight at the gate and Dixon

Bailey, a half-breed, killed several of the enemy. The Indians
retired and operations practically ceased, and Weatherford

left to take charge of his brother's negroes. Soon after he

went away the fort was fired by the Shawnee, Seekaboo, and

some of the slaves by shooting arrows with rags tied to them in­
to the roof of Mims* smokehouse, which formed a line of the fort 



and was a very old building. It was soon in flames and com­

municated the fire to the other buildings. The warriors, who

had been waiting a chance to spill more blood, seeing the

fort in flames, returned to the affray with renewed vigor,

reduced it to ashes and massacred its occupants.

After the massacre of Fort Mims the Indians with Weath­

erford and chief Hossa Yoholo, and one or tv/o other chiefs,

made their headquarters at the Holy Ground. On December 18th

General Claiborne surprised them. They began to transfer

their women and children over the river, but they did not

have time to do this before the army arrived and a skirmish

ensued, the Indians giving way in every direction. Weather­

ford remained to the last. He made an attempt to go down the

bank of the river, but found’ himself hemmed in by the soldiers,

so he turned up the river, remaining on the bluff near the

edge until he came to a ravine that made into the river. A

small foot-path crossed the ravine near the river. Leading

his horse he followed this path to the ravine and then turned

up the ravine and passed the soldiers who thought that he

had gone over the 100 foot precipice into the river below.

The bluff is known as Weatherford’s bluff to this day. In
speaking of his escape, later in life, Weatherford said that

he ran a greater risk going up the ravine between the two

lines of soldiers than he would if he had gone over the

precipice as reported, and the reason he did not go over the

bluff was he wanted to save his pony.. When in a boastful

mood he would say that he jumped over the cliff?
1 Woodward, pp. 94-101.
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Several desperate battles were fought before the Creeks

were finally subdued. The Chickasaws, Choctaws, Cherokees,

and a part of the Creek warriors fougnt with tne Americans

against the war party or Red Sticks of the Creeks. The war

was ended by the Treaty of Fort Jackson, signed August 9,

1814, between Major General Andrew Jackson, representing the

United States, and the Creek Chiefs. The treaty demanded com­

pensation for "an unprovoked, inhuman, and sanguinary war,

waged by the hostile Creeks against the United States’.'^ The

inhuman actions of the white settlers against the Indians

were overlooked in the treaty and nothing is mentioned con­

cerning them. The war party was practically extermined and

preparations began for moving the Creeks west of the Mississ­

ippi River. This treaty has been called by some the "Treaty

of Conquest’.'^ There was no further trouble with the Creeks

until they saw that they were, going to be moved West. Even

then they did not show much spirit for -resistance but re­

luctantly submitted to the.inevitable. The man who waged the war

of extermination in 1813-1814 was General Andrew Jackson;

this same General Jackson from the president’s chair directed

the final scene in the removal of the Creeks and other native

North Americans from the region east of the Father of waters.

It was he who forced the signing of the treaty of Cusseta

in 1832 and their removal to the West in 1836.

The real cause of the Creek war was the ever increasing

number of palefaces settling along the Tombigee and Alabama

Rivers? The Indians, under pressure, had permitted a "horse

1 Halbert, H. S., and Ball, T. H., The Creek War of 1813-14
2 Ibid;, p; 279. p. 382.
3 Ibid.. n. 38.



path” to "be made through their territory. This path soon be­

came a government road. The Indians were asked to furnish

hospitality to travelers and immigrants while journeying

through their country. They knew that it was customary for

the white man to begin his occupancy of their territory by

just this sort of friendly intercourse. The Spanish, also,

vzere fearful that American settlements in this section would

grow to such greatness as to push them out of their strong­

holds, and they excited the Indians to stop, even to expel

the American intruders. The Indian could easily see that his

doom was fast approaching, that the curtain was about to

drop upon uncounted centuries of native life and civilization,

that'his ancient hunting grounds would soon be teaming with

the "greedy, land grabbing" white men. Under the influence

of Tecumseh, the Spanish, the British, and the bitter fear
} i

of extinction or, at least, having to accept the white man's

civilization or to give up the land of his fathers and migrate,

it is little wonder that he resolved to die in a great and

magnificient last effort to drive the Americans back. It is

remarkable that the natives divided, and that many sided

with the whites and fought against their fast diminishing

brethern. They fought,they fought the fight! I-Ioratious at

the bridge committed no greater deeds of daring than each

individual Indian in this his last effort, supreme effort,

to withstand the ever rising tide of white settlers. The

white man found the Creek along the banks of his native

streams, living the care free life that only a savage can

live. He found him happy in his surroundings, hospitable 



and friendly to strangers; he left him in 1814 burning with

a furious hate, only checked by the superior strength of his

palefaced enemy. He left him heartbroken, degenerated and

debauched. Heartbroken because the hour had struck, the time

was close at hand when he would be forced to leave the beati-

ful, beloved and sacred haunts of his ancestors, degenerated

because he was not yet ready for the civilization of the

white man, and debauched because the white man had appro­

priated his women, cheated him out of his land and taught

him many degenerating habits.

The American Indian has been much abused by tne historians

of our country. He has been blamed for all the outrages his

people have perpetrated against us. If we should stop to

think about it, our forefathers vzere invaders of the Indian

lands and had no respect for Indian occupancy. The white man

was as capable of barbarity as the Indian. When the Puritans

landed on the Hew England shores they were kindly treated

by the Indians of that section. Trumbell, the historian of
)

Connecticut, tells us that when English children were lost

in the woods the Indians would take them to their wigwams

feed them and restore them to their people. When this same

colony of Puritans were upon starvation the Pequots showed

the greatest kindness, fidelity and forbearance toward them.

Did these God-fearing people return this kindness? In a war

with the Pequots, within two years after the famine, the

Puritans under Captain Stoughton surrounded a body of the

same in a swamp. They took eighty captives, thirty men, the

rest women and children. The men were massacred in cold blood, 



the women and children were divided among the troops, some

taken to Massachusetts, and others sold into slavery in the

7/est Indies. This event was celebrated with great joy and

thanksgiving, "to Him who giveth His people the victory and

causeth them to dwell in safety'.' Practically the entire tribe

of Pequots were destroyed. It should be remembered that the

battle of the Holy Grounds was as much a massacre of the

Indians as the sacking of Fort Mims was of the whites, yet

our historians are prone to find excuses for the actions of

the white soldiers, while picturing the acts of the Indians

in all its hideous butchery and terrible slaughter of the

innocent! Gookin, the historian of the praying Indians, just­

ifies the atrocities practiced against the Indians as follows:

"doubtless one great end God aimed at was the punishment

and destruction of many of the wicked heathens, whose iniqui­

ties were now' full'.' Many white people captured by the Indians

when quite young showed an unwillingness to leave them in

later life, vzhich strongly indicates that the Indian had some

genuine human traits.

The great obstacle which the native chieftain could not

overcome was the individualistic spirit of his warriors. He

was never able to unite the whole nation in a common cause

against a common enemy, much less unite the different nations

in a grand confederation. The Indian's training and nature

1 Too much emphasis has been placed upon Weatherford's part
in the war of 1813-14. He had great influence among the Creeks
but was not a chief and had no voice in their deliberations
as such,therefore the war-chiefs were under no obligations
to listen to his arguments.



was against union. He had not reached that stage of mental

development. He was an individualist of the first order and

herein lay one of the chief causes of his downfall.

The death nell of the American Indian has sounded, at

least east of the Mississippi River. Never again shall his

plumed figure stalk in peace or in war across the hills and

valleys of this his native land; the land that he loved so

well and for which he braved innumerable bloody battles to

save for his children.
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