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PREFACE

Having grown up near Jasper, Alabama, the home of
the Bankheads, the author has been greatly interested in
the role they have played in American politics and govern-
ment. For the past seventy years no Alabama family has
been more famous or played a more prominent role in
national affairs than they. The father and his two sons
have played distinguished parts in the recent develop-
ment of our history. In selecting the career of John
Hollis Bankhead, Jr., for my study, the author felt that
he would be able to acquire a more detailed knowledge of
one member of the family, and, at the same time, be able
to present to others some idea of the services he rend-
ered in Congress.

The career in Congress of John Hollis Bankhead, Jr.,
was chiefly concerned with agriailture. When he entered
Congress in 1932, the nation was in the middle of the
Great Depression. Bankhead realized that something must
be done to bring the country out &f the depression. Even
more so he realized that one of the basic causes of the
depression was the unsound condition of Ameri@can Agricul-
ture, a condition which had been manifested almost back
to Civil War days. To this problem he devoted his efforts
while in Congress.

The success of his efforts in Congress may be real-
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ized when one views the power in politics and the nation's
economy which agriculture now enjoys. Farmers, and the
nation as a whole, owe much to Bankhead for his untiring

efforts towards achieving this.
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CHAPTER I

EARLY LIFE; THE ELECTION OF 1930

John Hollis Bankhead, Jr., who became a United States
senator from Alabama in 1930, was following a path made by
other members of his family. His father had served both in
the Senate and in the House of Representatives. A younger
brother, William B. Bankhead, was, at the time of his
election, serving in the lower house of Congress.

Born July 8, 1872, at Moscow in Lamar County, Alabama,
he was the oldest son of Senator John Hollis Bankhead and
Tallulah Brockman Bankhead. He received His primary educa-
tion in the public schools of Vernon, Wetumpka, and
Fayette. At the age of fifteen he entered the University
of Alabama, and in 1891 was graduated with honors, receiving
the A.B. degree. He attended the law school of Georgetown
University, Washington, D. C., graduating with the LL.B.
degfee, and with the honor of president of the senior law
class.

Bankhead began his practice of law in Jasper, Alabama,
as the junior partner in the firm of Coleman and Bankhead.
Upon the death, in 1904, of Mr. Coleman, he went into
partnership with his younger brother, William B. Bankhead,
who had béen practicing law in Madison County.

His first important public service was rendered in

1901 when, as an advisor to the convention delegates, he



wrote the election provision of the new state constitution,
In 1903 he was elected to the state legislature from Walker
County. For the next few years he was content to attend to
his law practice. He soon acquired a large private and cor-
poration practice, and also found time to invest in and
manage several coal mines. During this period he entered
politics only so far as to manage the successful campaign of
his father for the U. S. Senate and to manage his brother's
successful campaign against Captain Richard Pearson Hobsoﬁ,
in 1916, for the House of Representatives.1

In 1926, Senator Oscar W. Underwood decided to retire
from Congress. Bankhead entefed the race for the vacated
position along with Hugo Black of Birmingham, and three
other candidates. Mr. Black was the winner of the Demo-
cratic nomination, with Bankhead a fairly close secdnd.zFor
the next four years he continued his practice of law in
Jasper.

In 1930 Bankhead was again a candidate for the Senate,
this time for the position held by J. Thomas Heflin. To
understand that campaign it is necessary to consider the
political issues which had developed in Alabama prior to

1930. In the campaign of 1928, in which Governor Alfred E.

Smith of New York was the Democratic candidate, many of the

1. Owen, Thomas M., History of Alabama and Dictionary of
Alabama Biography, Vol. III, p. 92.

2. Moore, Albert Burton, History of Alabama, p. 770.




southern states for the first time since the Civil War
deserted the Democratic party and went over to the Republi-
cans. There were several reasons for this change.
Governor Smith was a Catholic, and the predominantly protes-
tant South found it difficult to accept him for that reason;
Smith's Tammany Hall connections, his open hostility to the
Eightéenth Amendment, and his lack of formal training, both
socially and educationally, all worked to hurt his cause in
the South.3

In Alabama, Smith was never a popular candidate, and
the state's delegates to the Democratic National Convention
did not véte for him.h Before the convention there was much
activity to develop a strong candidate who could win the
nomination away from him, but after he won the nomination
most of Alabama's Democrats supported the choice of the
party.5 Althougﬁ dissatisfied with their candidate, they
agreed to work for a Democratic victory in the general
election.

There remained in Alabama and other southern states a
group of Democrats who refused to accept their party candi-

date under any conditions. Rather than support Governor

Smith, this group decided to bolt the party and work

3, The Encyclopoedia Americana, Vol., XXV. p. 113.

l,. Tuscaloosa News, June 29, 1928.

5., Ibid., August 19, 1928.



Smith, this group decided to bolt the party and work
actively for the Republican victory. They immediately
incurred the wrath of loyal Democrats. But even under
threat of party expulsion, they proceeded to organize an
active anti-Smith campaign.

One of the leaders of this group was Senator Heflin.
He had voiced his unalterable oppoéition to Smith even be-
fore the Houston Convention.6 During the campaign he made a
speaking tour of the state and‘urged all Alabamians to vote
for Hoover. 1In his speeches he denounced Smith and the
Catholics, and warned of a Catholic conspiracy to gain con-
trol of the country.7

The campaign was fought bitterly in Alabama with
threats of reprisals to follow the election being made by

both bolters and loyal Democrats. Actions of both sides

were censured by the Montgomery Alabama Journal, which

felt that weakening of the party could be the only result
of such actions. To the threat of party expulsion for
bolters the paper had this to say:

The people are asked to be loyal, not to party
principles, but to party bossism, which is
quite a different thing. The party may be
wrecked as the result of this unfair and sense-
less attitude, but the grip of the machine on
politics may be preserved,_and that seems to

be the main consideration.

6. Ibid., May 3, 1928.
7. Ibid., October 15, 1928.
8. Montgomery Alabama Journal, October 19, 1928,




But to the bolters the paper had this to say:
Situations which have hitherto arisen in the
Democratic party have shown Democrats that it
is both wise and dutiful to undertake the cor-
rection from within of what is thought by them
to be errors in party platform or party leader-
ship, rather ghan to make an abandonment of the
party itself,

The results of the election are well known. Texas,
Tennessee, Florida, North Carolina and Virginia voted
Republican. AlabaTa voted for Smith by the close score of

0
108,000 to 91,000. The most important result of the
election for the South was that the Democratic party was
badly split. The big task for the Democrats in 1930 was
that of regaining its lost prestige; It was a delicate
problem which had to be carefully handled.

As the year 1930 approached the leading question in
Alabama political circles concerned what action would be
taken by the Democratic party against the bolters of 1928.
Should the state Democratic executive committee decide to
bar all bolters ffom its primary election, it would be in
danger of splitting the party wide open, because many
nominally Democrats had voted the Republican ticket in 1928.
The more méderate course appeared to bar only those persons

who had actively campaigned against Governor Smith. Many

persons thought that even this action was too drastic. They

9. Ibid., November 3, 1928.

10. Tuséaloosa News, November 7, 1928.



said that it would be better to forget the 1928 campaign
and welcome all bolters back for the sake of party harmony.
But the question of what actions to take regarding Senator
Heflin was still more perplexing. Some prominent officials
felt that to allow him to continue unpunished would be an
open invitation for such actions in the future.11

The executive committee met in Montgomery in December,
1929, and by a vote of 27 to 21 decided to bar as candidates
in the 1930 Democratic primary those persons who had in 1928
voted or spoken against the Democratic nominees. No
restrictions were made to prevent the bolters from voting
in the Democratic primary.l2 Thus the party welcomed back
those voters who hadkdeserted'it in 1928, although not as
candidates for any office.

Senator Heflin was in Washington when he received news
of the committee action. He expressed surprise that such
drastic action was taken, but regardless of the debarment
he would be a candidate in 1930 to succeed himself. He
stated that the committee had exceeded its authority and
that the Democratic party in Alabama was in need of a
thorough Housecleaning. In his opinion he and hiiBSupport-

ers were the logical persons to assume this task. From

11. Montgomery Advertiser, December 15, 1929.

12. Tbid., December 17, 1929.
13. TIbid., December 17, 1929.






