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CHAPT3R I

INTRODUCTION

The little group of people in Washington County,

Alabama, who, by nature, are relegated into a remote

section of the state, and because of color and origin

are burdened with the name, ’’Cajun”, are yet to be dis­

covered by their own state except by name. That such a

group of people, with their peculiar sentiments and

superstitions, could have been permitted to set them­

selves aside into a queer, clannish group and multiply

themselves into hundreds of challengingly ignorant,

shrinking people, is alarming to those who know them.

More distressing than this is the fact that they ere

isolated from the inalienable rights for which our fore­

fathers fought - the rights of life, liberty, end pursuit

of happiness.

Their social plight, which perhaps is brought about

by various barriers, would amaze any American. Their

astounding ignorance and poverty, which are increasingly

manifesting themselves as their timber resources, the

source of their income, become more and more exhausted,

are a challenge to our democracy, and are serious educa­

tional problems within themselves. Perhaps a New peal

for these people is inevitable if they are to exist.

1
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Statement of Problem

The problem undertaken in this study is the col­

lection and compilation of the materials relating to the

history of the Cajuns of Y/ashington County, Alabama, and

of some factors influencing their education.

Scope of the Problem

A. A history of the ^ajuns will be included in this

study and placed as an introduction to the problem in order

to make it more understandable. Their family tree will be

traced to its origin in order to substantiate common be­

liefs as to their racial background. Included in this

history will appear census records to show how these

people intermarried with other races and degenerated

into a unicue group of people without a heritage of their

own.

The factors influencing the Cajuns’ education,

as the second part of the study, will be treated from an

educational point of view in order to determine their

relationship with each other. These factors will be

measured in terms of their actual bearing on the educa­

tion of these people. The racial factor will be dis­

cussed, and its relationship will be shown by presenting

specific instances of its effect on their educational

opportunity; the function of mission schools will be

presented to show the conscientious efforts that have
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been put forth by a small group of people; the socio­

economic factors will be presented in order to show the

direct relationship between these factors and education;

and because of the effect that the health, character,

religion, and social and recreational life of a people

have on their education, superstition as a factor will

be presented to show how it has influenced these phases

of their life.

Procedure

The method of procedure is a modified form of the

historical technique used in carrying on research. The

scarcity of material, especially written material,

necessitated the resorting to numerous methods of

gathering data.

A number of interviews were held with professors

and librarians at the University of Alabama for the pur­

pose of locating materials. No information concerning

materials which dealt with the subject was gathered from

this source; however, a number of helpful suggestions as

to method of procedure were given.

Approximately fifty letters were written to elderly

people who are now living in Washington bounty, Alabama,

These letters smoothed the way for fruitful interviews 

with them.

Forty-two interviews were held, but in many in­
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stances mere repetition of materials was the result*

however, they served as verifying factors. These inter­

views were held only with people who had kept personal

records or had in their possession personal records that

had been handed down to them by their parents. These

records were discussed, and when they were found to be

unorganized, the owner was asked to explain them. This

procedure was very interesting, because each person who

was interviewed seemed to be eager to talk and to furnish

the desired information.

The files of the following newspapers were searched

for materials; the Washington County News, on October 12,

1940; the Mobile Press-Register. on January 9, 1941; the

Selma J ournal. on March 16, 1941; the Choctaw Advocate, in

December, 1940; the Birmingham News, in December, 1940.

These papers failed to furnish any materials.

The following libraries were searched; the Mobile

Public library, on January 9, 1941; the Library of the

Alabama Department of Archives and History, in March,

1941; the Montgomery City Library, in March, 1941, and

the University of Alabama Library on numerous occasions.

Sources of Data

The following sources contained the most valuable

printed materials; The Christian Advocate, The Milwaukee

Journal. the Federal Census, the Court Records of

Washington and Mobile Counties, Carmer’s Stars ^ell on
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Alabama. The Alabama Historical Quarterly, and The Ameri­

can Journal of Sociology,

Realizing that the public had failed to compile a

history of these people, and that no record of their

mode of living had been recorded, the writer made an

effort to secure unpublished accounts such as traditional

stories and personal records kept by individuals. After

these traditional stories were secured, it was necessary

to investigate their authenticity by referring to available

court records and personal records. By this process a

definite theory was established and developed, and a

schedule of interviews was made to substantiate the

material on hand and to secure more unpublished material.

The personal interview was resorted to early in the re­

search because it was realized that the published materials

were very scanty.

Methods of Carrying on the Study

1. A list of all persons who might be able to give

information on the subj ect was trade, and letters were

written to them asking for material or interviews,

2. a list of all historical data was made early

in the study,

3. Records of data were filed for future reference,

4, Information received by interviews was compared 

to historical data when available
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Some Basic Data Covering Washington
County Schools

1'any of the items reported in this study deal with

the home and community life of a fraction of the children

found in a section of Washington County in 1940 -41. Dur­

ing the school year 1939-40, the pupils enrolled in the

schools of Washington County, Alabama, were classified

as follows;

1. White - 1741
2. Negroes - 1375
3. Specials - 248

The special children referred to above are Cajun

children. They were enrolled in the following special

schools; Charity Chapel, Simms Chapel, Reed’s Chapel,

and Seaboard.

The average daily attendance for each group was;

1. White - 1468
2. Negroes - 1155
3. Specials - 187.76

The number in each group transported was;

1. White
2. Negroes
3. Specials

1510
2

60
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Table 1

Number of Teachers Found in Washington County
Public Schools for 1940-41 b;> Organizational

Unit and Sex

Organ!zational
Unit___________ Men Women Total

Element ary 6
Whi te

62 68
Jr. High 7 10 17
Sr, High._______ 10 7 17

Total 23 79 102

Elementary 8
Negro

30 38
Jr. High 0 4 4
Sr. High 1 0 1

Total 9 34 43

Elementary 1
Special

5 6
Jr. High 0 1 1
Sr • High 0 _________0________________0_____

Total 1 6 7

It is worthy of note that of the seven teachers in

the special schools only one is listed as high as tie

junior high school. This is due to the fact that only

thirteen children who have reached ths junior high school

level have enrolled in the special schools, and all of
them are at Seaboard.1

1. Records furnished by Washington County Superin­
tendent of Education.
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CHAPTER II

HISTORICAL BAC1G BOUND

Durirg the latter part of the eight eenth c entury

the unrest of the French and Spanish colonies of the new

world caused conditions to arise which forced many of

their people to emigrate to th.e southern borders of the

United States. Among these emigrants was one of color

who left a progeny that is to be reckoned with by anyone

who enters into the social, political, or business life
of Southwest Alabama."^

Since the descendents of this man of color resented

being called Negroes* Senator Walter L. llcHae, one-time
2Senator of Alabama, gave them the name, '’Cajun”, because

g
he thought they resembled the Cajuns of Louisiana,

There is no authority other than tradition that

Daniel Heed, the man of color, was of the French or

Spanish colonies, but he was constantly referred to as

a freed slave from San Domingo. Be this as it may, it

is known that he is listed as a freed Negro in Toulmin’s
4Digest of Alabama Laws. And since the isles of the

1, Personal interview with A. Price, Toulmin-
ville, Alabama, Kay 2, 1941,

2. The word, '‘Cajun1 2 3 4’, is often spelled, "Cajan”.
See Works Progress Administration, Alabama, pp. 104, 367,
368.

3. Personal interview with James N. Granade, Chatom
Alabama, September 22, 1941,

4, Toulmin, Harry, Digest of Alabama Laws, p. 642,
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West Indies group have been the setting for strange scenes*

in all probability Jani el Reed was an emigrant from there.

The archives of Mobile fail to show records of

Daniel, but the territorial records of Washington County

of Mississippi Territory show Daniel Reed listed as a

free man of color. Why he came to American territory,

which was more in a constant turmoil at that time than

either the French or Spanish holdings, is hard to under­

stand, unless it was the desire for adventure. He was

alien not only to its people but also to its government,

language, and conditions of livelihood. Perhaps it was

the French ar Spanish blood of his forefathers that

caused this desire to settle in Washirgton County. It

could have been, however, the love for a slave woman,

Hose, who was owned by a family by the name of Gaines,

large landowners, iniio had moved from Perry County,

Mis sis sj ppi Territory, to St. Stephens, which later be­

came the territorial capital of Alabama, ■where they had

received grants of land*

On Daniel’s arrival in V/ashington County, Mississippi

Territory, which at that time extended from Pearl River to

the Chattahoottttfe, his wanderings ceased, and he estab­

lished himself in the southwest corner of what is now

Washirgton County, Alabama, about nine miles northeast

of Deer Park, Alabama. Here Daniel built a double-pen 
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log house and started life in Washington County with his

wife, Hose, whom he supposedly had purchased from the

Gaines.

The creation of the Alabama Territory and the farming

of its first general assembly in 1818 found Daniel petition­

ing that body for authority to emancipate his slave, Hose.

The result of his plea was the passage of the following

act;

To authorize Daniel Reed to emancipate his
slave, Hose.
Sec. 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL AND HOUSE OF THE ALABA1A TERRITORY,
IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONVENED.. .
That Daniel Reed, a free nan of color, be
and he is hereby authorized and empowered
to emancipate, set free, and discharge from
the bonds of slavery, his Mulatto slave,
Rose, that he shall give bond, payable to
the Governor of Alabama Territory, condi­
tioned that the said woman, Rose, shall not
become chargeable to any county or town
within the Territory, which bond shall be
filed in the office of the clerk of the
court of Washington County, agreeable to
the provisions by law in such cases made
and provided.

This act was followed two years later by a like 

petition covering two of his children, Judy and Eliza;

To authorize the emancipation of certain
slaves therein named. -»nd be it further enacted
that Daniel Reed, a free man of color, of the
County of Washington b e and, he is hereby
authorized to emancipate certain Mulatto
slaves, named Judy and Eliza.®

1. Personal interview with A. D. Price, Toulmin-
ville, Alabama, May 2, 1941.

2. Acts of Alabama Legislative Council, 1818, p. 66.
3. Acts of Alabama Legislator e, 1820, p. 44.
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The names of Daniel and Rose Reed’s children were

recorded after Daniel’s death, which occurred in 1844.

When his will was presented at the probate’s office for

recording, the following names were given as the names

of his children: Julia Ann Reed, Eliza Reed, George

Reed, Matilda Ann Reed, William Reed, Reuben Reed,
Lucretia Reed, and Emaline Reed.^

Immediately following these names is found seals

of the probate judge and county clerk, certifying that

these children, being children of free persons of color

were free.

I, Josiah D. Lister, Judge of the county
court of the county aforesaid do hereby 
certify that I know of my own personal
knowledge that the persons named on the
other side of this sheet are of right free,
they being the children of freed persons of
color who were made free by a special act of
the Legislature of the said state. In wit­
ness whereof I have hereunto set my hand
and seal this August 31st, 1844.1 2 3

Be it remembered that on the date hereof be­
fore me, Henry J. Y. Y. Moss, Clerk of the
County Court of the county aforesaid men­
tioned, personally appeared to the Honorable
Josiah D. Lister, Judge of the County Court,
whose proper signature to the foregoing cer­
tificate was appended and he acknowledged
that he signed and sealed the same on the
date thereof and for the purposes therein
mentioned. Given under my hand»this 31st
day of August in the year 1844.°

1. Washington County Census Record I, p. 211.
2 • Ibid., p • 212•
3. Washington County Court Record A, p. 95.
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On the same date of the recording of certificate

of color, the last will and testament of Daniel Reed was

probated;

I, Daniel Reed of the said County do make
this to be my last Will and Testament, being
in my proper mind. After paying my just
debts, first, I give and bequeath unto my
dearly beloved wife, all my lands and tenements,
also my hogs and cattle, also sheep and horses.
I also give and bequeath her all my household
and kitchen furniture. I give unto my dearly
beloved danghter, Lucretia Reed, four calves;
to my dearly beloved daughter, Emeline Reed,
eight heifer calves, also to my beloved son,
Ballease, three two-year old heifers, I also
bequeath unto my son, William Reed, my black­
smith. tools. I also appoint my son, William
Reed, executor of my estate.1

his
Daniel X Reed

mark

Although Daniel’s will did not specify all his

children, it was administered to each, share and share
2

alike•

Since cattle raising was, and still is one of the

chief industries of Washington County, and since Rose’s

and Daniel’s home was centrally located in Washington

County, it was used as a gatherirg point or probably as

a cattle-penning center for the western side of the

county each spring at branding time. Not only during

the spriiig was it a gathering place for traders but it was * 2 

1 • Washington County Deed Record B, p. b9.
2. Personal record kept by R. D. Hooks, Tainette,

Alabama, secured May 1, 1941.
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also the stopping place for men from north Washington

County and Choctaw County as they went to and from Mobile,

According to tradition, Rose served wonderful meals, and

too, her daughters might have been an attraction. Even

though none of the daughters were considered white, not

one of them ever married or had children by other than

white men. Daniel was reputed to have been a Mulatto1 2 3

with straight hair and Rose a Mulatto with kinky hair and

a girger-cake complexion; therefore, it is probable that
2the girls were rather attractive.

Daniel and Rose lived at this place until his death

in 1844 at the age of 77. Although his will and deed

records show no large holdings of property, they do show

him to be a man of modest means, who had lived an indus­

trious life after coming to Washington County.

In addition to purchasing his wife and daughters^

whom he emancipated, it is evident that he purchased all

his children; otherwise they could not have ehared alike
3in his property,

Ko doubt, the traditional story of Daniel Reed's

beirg an industrious man is true, far by 1828 his finances

were sufficient to enable him to purchase his son, George,

This fact is shown by the following bill of sales which 

1. "Mulatto” will be capitalized throughout this
thesis •

2. Personal interview with A. Price, Toulmin-
ville, Alabama, May 2, 1941.

3. Personal interview with Chauncey Moore, Chatom,
Alabama, May 1, 1941.
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was recorded September 25, 1828;

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, That I, Yourg
Gaines of the County of Perry and State of
Mississippi, in consideration of the sum of
five hundred and twenty-five dollars paid to
me by, Daniel Reed, of the County of Washington
and State of Alabama, the receipt whereof I
do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant,
bargain, sell, and convey unto Daniel Reed,
his son, George, for the sum aforesaid, to
have and to hold the said George against the
lawful claims and demanis of all persons, to ]_
have and to hold as his own right and property*

According to testimony introduced in various courts,

Rose and Daniel Reed's girls married the following men;

Peter Cole, Willis Daugherty, John Harris, and Nedham

Bryant, all of them white. One daughter, Lucretia,

never married. The sons, George, William, and Reuben,

married Ellen, Lovinda, and Emeline Weaver in the order

named. These women were all Mulattos, and were sisters.

The daughters were of giiger-cake complexion; the

sons were more of the Negro type. This was especially

true of George, who is referred to as beirg a large, fat,

yellow Mulatto, and Reuben, who is referred to as being
2

an unkempt Mulatto,

Evidently Rose's children and grandchildren con­

tinued to live at the old home place with her for some

time after the death of Daniel, for it is there they 

1. 7/ashington County Deed Record Book G, p. 198.
2. Personal record kept by Chauncey Moore, Chatom,

Alabama•
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were found when the Federal Census of 1850 was taken.

Schedule 1. Free Inhabitants in the County of

Washington, State of Alabama, enumerated on the 20th day

of September, 1850, by Abner Womack, Ass’t Marshall*

JIame Age Sex Color Occupati on Real
•C'St.

Place of
Birth

Rose Reed 70 F Mulatto Hous ewife $100. Mis sissippi
Reuben Reed 26 Iff w Farme r Alabama
Matilda Reed 32 F It Alabama
Eliza Reed 38 F If Hous ewi f e H Missis si ppi
Thomas Reed 18 M If Farmer 11 Alabama
Ceburn Reed 14 M If Alabama
Flora Reed 13 F tt Alabama
James Reed 7 M If Alabama

At this point it is interesting to note that accord­

ing to the census of Washington County for the year 1850

according to the tabulation of persons of color, all were

children or grandchildren of Rose and Daniel ReedJ how-
g

ever, part of the family was enumerated in Mobile County.

After Rose’s daughters married and old age crept
3

upon her, she spent her time with her children. When

the enumerator of the Federal Census for the year 1870

located her, she was with her daughter at N. Bryant’s in

Beat 4, of Washington County. Evidently the enumerator

was not familiar with Rose’s family, for it is found 

1. Federal Census, Record of Washington County, 1850,
2* Personal record kept by A. D. Price, Toni mi n-

ville, Alabama.
3. Personal interview with. H. Henson, McIntosh,

January 12, 1941*
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that he enumerated her daughter, Matilda, and her children

as white, and Rose as Mulatto, This fact is shown in the

Censu s;

Schedule 1* Inhabitants in Beat 4, in the County of

Washington, State of Alabama, enumerated on the 17th day
of July, 1870, by T. J. Kipg, liar shall;1 2 3

Name Age Sex Color Oc cu pa t i on Real Place of
Est, Birth

N. Bryant 50 M W Farmer $300, Alabama
Matilda " 50 F w Housekeeper Alabama
Ros e " 24 F w Alabama
Rebecca ” 16 F w Alabama
Eliza " 14 F w Alabama
Frank 6 M w Alabama
Walt er ” 3 M w Alabama
Fredri ck" 2 mo. M w Alabama
Rose Reed 95 F Mulat to Mis sis sippi

This is the only one of Rose’> and Daniel’s children

that is listed as vhite on the federal Census, It is also

worthy of note that this family has never been located
2

since the above census was taken.

The Cajuns, unlike other races and classes of 

people, always give to their children the name of the

father. This is done regardless of the legitimacy of
3

birth, that is, where the father’s name is known. This 

1. Federal Census Record of Washington County. 1870®
2, Personal interview with A. D. Price, Toulmin-

vi lie, Ala bama , May 2, 1941,
3. Personal interview with A. C. Richardson, Tibbie,

Alabama, April 9, 1941.
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fact is borne out by the following census report;

Schedule 1. Inhabitants in Beat 1, in the County

of Washington, State of Alabama, enumerated the 7th day

of July, 1870, by T. J. King, Marshalls

On adjoinirg property the

Name Age Sex Color Occu pati on Real
Est.

Place o:
Birth

George Reed 55 M Mulatto Farmer $950 . Alabama
Ell en ” 36 F w Hous ekeeper Alabama
Lucreti a" 17 F It Alabama
Reuben " 15 M n Alabama
Gloviana” 13 F It Alabama
Oscar " 11 M It Alabama
Matilda " 9 F tt Alabama
Alabama ” 7 F It Alabama
Corina " 5 F It Alabama

enumerator found this
2family which is reputed to be George Reed's also:

One thing worthy

Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real
Est.

Place o:
Birth

Maria Reed 51 F Mulatto Alabama
William It 34 M 11 Alabama
J os e ph If 27 M It Alabama
Louisa n 25 F It Alabama
George tv 22 M It Alabama
John W 12 M IV Alabama
Jenny n 5 F It Alabama
William n 6 mo. M If Alabama

of note is the location of Rose’/.

1. Federal Census Record of Washington County, 1870,
2. Personal record kept by A. I). Price, Toulmin-

ville, Alabama and Ira Prii^le, Mobile, Alabama.
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and Daniel’s children. The Federal Census of 1870 shows
all of them except one living in Beat 1.

Other children located in 1870 are listed as follows.^

Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real
Est.

Place of
Birth

William Reed 52 M Mulatto Farmer $850. Alabama
Lovinda tt 36 F If Housekeeper Alabama
G. W. it 19 F n Alabama
Daniel If 15 M it Alabama
Emily it 14 F If Alabama
Thomas w 12 M It Alabama
Rose n 11 F It Alabama
Jenny if 9 F If Alabama
Jane ft 7 F If Alabama
James it 4 M ft Alabama
Frank it 2 M It Alabama

W. Dautherty 42 M White Farmer $100. Alabama
Emeline tt 38 F Mulatto Housekeeper Ala bama
M. J. If 17 F n Alabama
J. F. If 14 M If Alabana
Martha ft 11 F ft Alabama
Sara If 9 F II Ala bama
Louisia If 6 F If Alabans
Ida If 2 F If Alabama

All the girls from the Willis Daugherty ani Emeline

Reed union married or had children by white men. However,
2they were very dark, but kept themselves well dressed.

About the year 1875, "Aunt” Rose Reed, as she is 

1. Federal Census Record of Washington County, 1870.
2. Personal interview with "Aunt” Mollie Byrd,

Cajun, Calvert, Alabama, December 12, 1941.
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now commonly cal led , made her last public appearance at a

barbecue given in her honor. At this feast she stated
that she must be at least 110 years old.^ But acnoring

to the first records showing her age, and Judging from

her youngest daughter's age, she was evidently about

ninety years old.

Rose Reed died in the fall of 1877 or spring of

1878. No more striking personality has livedin Washington

County, Alabama. She was known far and wide during her

lifetime, and her passing has not dimmed her personality.

Every child in Southwest Alabama has heard the story of

Rose Reed. Her presence is still felt among all her

people, and they still reverence her name by christening
gmany of their infant girls "Rose”.

When Rose's will was probated in March 1878, again

the names of her children are shown with the exception

of Lucretia, who died prior to that time. Her will seems

to be as dynamic as the life she lived:

Almighty God the Giver and Taker of all things
that be, Thy Righteous will have won for all
men to die and afterwards to Judgment.
First, I commend my spirit to God who gave it,
my body to my friends to be buried in a Chris­
tian burial ground, Amen.

Touching my worldly estate that God has pleased

1. Personal interview with James C. Martin, Sr.,
Millry, Alabama, January 2, 1941.

2. Personal interview with A. D. Price, Toulmin-
ville, Alabama, May 2, 1941.
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to bless ms with, i'irst, after my burial ex­
penses are paid, it is my will and wish that
my stock of cattle and hogs be equally divided
among my several children viz; Judy, Eliza,
George, Matilda, Reuben, Emeline, and William.
My farther will and wish is, my dwelling, land,
and premises, and kitchen, and tenements be ap­
praised and for one of my children to take it
at the appraised value and pay the other heirs
a proportional share of the appraisement. It
is my further will and wish that whatever my
above named children or grandchildren may have
heretofore received shall not be charged against
them in the division of my estate. It is my
will and wish that my children nake this division
among themselves, but if any dispute should arise
among them, to choose three disinterested men and
let them make the divisions for them. In witness
whereof I have hereunto set my hand, affixed my
seal this the 19th day of September, 1873,1

her
Rose X Reed

mark

The descendants of Rose and Daniel Reed, especially

the descendants of the daughters, have never classed them­

selves as Negroes or even of colored blood. This fact

might be attributed to the lack of strict laws dealing

with miscegenation at that time. In 1850, the statutes
2classed Mulattos as one-half white and one-half black;

thus we find than neither white nor black. The legisla­

ture in 1852 changed this code, extending the term,
3

Mulatto, to the fourth generation from Negro blood, and

persons of this blood were permitted to marry whites.

1. Washington County Will Book, p. 13b.
2• Acts of Alabama Legislature. 1850.
3. Acts of Alabama Legislature, 1852.
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Again in 1896, this statute was amended extending through

to the fifth generation.

In 1927 the Alabama Legislature changed the term,

Mulatto, to mean anyone of Negro blood or person of color

who is a descendant of a Negro ancestor regardless of the
g

number of generations removed. Therefore, it is notice­

able that the laws of Alabama pertaining to the races are

more strictly construed with succeeding generations.

Where the laws have formerly been difficult to interpret,

they are new found, to be clearly set forth as to who is

colored.

As to their rights as white citizens, the descendants

of Rose and Daniel Reed claimed their Negro blood during

the War Between the States, except in one instanc e where

it is reported that a grandson of Rose, who considered

himself white, was conscripted for servi&e. However, he

wounded himself in such a way as to prevent his being
g

taken for military duty.

Personal records of the Reed family tree, which are

kept by A. D. Price, L. & N. shop foreman, Toulmirville,

Alabama; A. D. Hooks, retired merchant, Tainette, Alabama;

Chaucey Moore and James N. Grana de, Attorneys-at-law,

1. Acts of Alabama Legislature. 1896.
2. Acts of Alabama Legislature, 1927.
3. Personal interview with Lemuel Byrd, Cajun, Mt.

Vernon, Alabama, May 4, 1941.
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Chatom, Alabama, show that there are between twenty-two

and twenty-five hundred direct descendants of Rose and

jDaniel Reed now living, most of them in Washington County,

In order to show how prolific these people are, it

is necessary to present this family tree through the second

generati on;

The letter ’A’ designates parents.
The letter *B’ designates children.
The letter *C’ designates grandchildren.
The letter ’M’ designates marriage.
The letter 'D' designates death,

A

Rose and Rani el Reed

B

1, George Reed
2. Will Reed
3, Reuben Reed
4. Julia Reed
3, Emaline Reed
6. Eliza Reed
7, Matilda Reed
8, Lucretia Reed

George Reed (M) Ellen Weaver
(D-5/2/03)

C

9, Lucretia Reed
10, G1 ovinia Reed
11, Matilda Reed
12. Alabama Reed
13, Corenia Reed
14. Reuben Reed
15, Oscar Reed
16, Maria Reed
17, Willie Reed
18, Joseph Reed
19, Louisia Reed
20, George Reed



23

21. John Reed
22. Jenny Reed
23. William Reed

William Reed (11 - 9/1/81) Lovinda Weaver

0

24. Jim Reed
25. Emely Reed
2o. Seaborn Reed
27 Frank Reed
28• Annie Reed
29. Alex Reed
30. Tom Reed
31. Virginia Reed
32. Walter Reed
33. Wesley Reed
34. Rosa Reed
35. G. W. (Jack) Reed
36. Jane (Dump) Reed

Reuben Reed (M) Emeline Weaver

C

37. George Reed
38. Mollie Reed
39• Wheeler Reed
40. Needham Reed
41. Rube Reed
42. Jow Reed
43. Dave Reed
44. Percy Reed
45. Will Reed
46. Juby Reed

Julia Ann Reed John Harris

C

47. Lemuel Harris
48. Emmie Harris
49. Lethie Harris
50. Mary Harris

Emaline Reed (M) Willis Daugherty

C
51. Frank Daugherty
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52. Bell Daugherty
53• Ida Daugherty
54. Martha Daugherty
55. Sarah Daugherty
56. Mary Daugherty
57. Louise Daugherty
58 • Ella Dau ghe rty
59. Emnraline Daugherty

Eliza Reed Peter Cole

C

oO. Thomas Seed
61. Seaborn Reed
62. El ora (Tauntie) Cole
63. Celestine Cole
64. Jim Cole
65. Armenia (Minnie) Cole
66. Frank W. Cole
67. Lucretia Cole

Matilda Reed (M) Needham F. Bryant

C

68. Rose Bryant
69. Rebecca Bryant
70. Eliza Bryant
71 Frank Bryant
72. Walter Bryant
73. Patrie Bryant

Lucretia Heed never married or had any children.

The Cajuns are of no particular racial type. In

the same family one may find a blonde, a brunette with

straight hair, a brunette with kinky hair. The blonds

and brunettes with straight hair are very much in the

minority.

Their complexions vary as well as the hair. Some 

are fair-complex!oned with blue eyes; some are dark,

resembling the Mexican race; but most them are very 
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dark* with deep-set eyes and prominent noses and lips.

To summarize: The foregoing facts tell how two

Kulattos$, Daniel and *ose Reed, by their comiqg to

Washington County, Alabama, to settle, brought into

existence a group of people who have become known as

Cajuns. How Daniel, by his own Ingenuity, had his wife

emancipated, and how he saved from his income a sufficient

amount of money to purchase his own children,' is shown.

The children of Daniel and Rose Reed married and

reared families of their aim. These marriages produced

a people who cannot be identified by any particular

racial description. Since they could not align them­

selves with the white race and refused to accept the Negro

as their equal, they set themselves aside from both races,

settled in compact groups, and multiplied by the hundreds.
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Illustration 1

This picture is used to illustrate the various

colors of hair and complexions which are sometimes

found in the same family*
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Illustration 2

This is a group of typical Cajun boys - all

brothers - taken from one of the better homes. This

photograph also shows* to some extent* how prolific

the Cajuns are.
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CHAPTER III

FACTORS INFLUENCI1G THE EDUCATION OF THE CAJUNS

Racial Influence

Mrs. R. M. Averitt, Baptist missionary and public

school teacher for the Cajuns, describes the Cajuns as

"a people without a race" and compares them to Edward
1

Everett Hale’s "man without a country".

One of the most serious problems in Washington

County is the fact that the white people ostracize the

Cajuns and try to assign them to the same caste status

that is accorded the Negro. Although the Cajuns have

no cultural heritage of their own, they feel free to

look down on the Negro, and they are very much displeased

when attempts are made to provide Negro teachers for

their schools.

Mrs. Averitt supplements these statements by re­

lating two very interesting incidents that occurred in

the communities where she teaohess. The first is about

a young man who left the community and married a Negro

girl. A few years later he moved back into the community

and brought his wife and one child. When this child was

old enough, they started her to school. Even though she

was of much lighter complexion than many who were attend-

1. Personal interview with Mrs. R. M. Averitt,
Calvert, Alabama, May 10, 1941,
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ing school, the patrons of the school protested so

vehemently that the teacher was forced to ask the parents

to take the child out of school. The mother of the child

solved the problem by sending her to her own mother where

she could go to a Negro school.

The second problem that she encountered was brought

about by her picking up children in one community and

transporting them to another community where she was

conducting a Bible School. The protest came on the first

day, when she was informed by some of the good women in

the Reed’s Chapel community that they did not mix with

the people from the Reed community because they were sus­

pected of having Negro blood in them; therefore, she was

forced to teach a Bible School in each community. The

interesting thing about this situation, she states, is

the fact that these two groups of people are closely

related, but one group denies havipg any Negro blood in
it.1

Kytle states in the Milwaukee Journal that the

white man and Negro often find common bonds, but the

Cajuns find no common bond with either white man or Negro,

and he is scorned and oppressed by both; also that the

Cajuns have tangled Alabama’s educational system into a 

1. Personal interview with Mrs. R. M. Everitt,
Calvert, Alabama, May 10, 1941.



30

confusing knoi", and that the State has been forced to

inaugurate a tri-racial plan in Washington County, which

is densely populated by Cajuns. This slipshod system

has naturally fallen far short of the need since it

usually affords only one-room, one-teacher schools.

Contact between a dominant group and a sub­
ordinate group results, through miscegena­
tion, in a third group mid-way between the
two parent stocks. This third group seeks
identification with the dominant group, al­
though the latter may deny such identification
with the subordinate group to which it holds
itself superior. This formula of race, which
is descriptive of many situations, may be
applied to two racial groups in America,
both in Alabama. These groups are alike in
having to occupy distinctive social positions,
on the one hand disclaimed by their white
parents, and on the other hand disclaiming
their Negro parents.

Garmer tells of visiting in the home of a white man, 

who moved from South Carolina to Southwest Alabama, and

married a Cajun. This man had three children who were of

school age, yet not one of them had an opportunity to go

to school because the teachers in the white school had

sent them home when they tried to enter. This man 

carried the case to court, spent a large sum of money,

but still his children were not privileged to go to the

white school, and he refused to send them to the Negro

1. Kytle, Jack, "Cajuns of Southwest Alabama",
special correspondence, Milwaukee Journal, August 28,
1938.

2. Bond, Horace Mann, "Two Racial Islands of Ala­
bama", American J our nal of Sociology. XXXVI (July, 1930 •
May, 1931), p. 552. ’
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school.^*

There are many cases similar to this one in the

Cajun territory that seem to conflict with the Alabama

school laws which state that:

Every child between the ages of seven and six­
teen years shall be required to attend a pub­
lic school, private school, denominational
school, parochial school, or be instructed by
a competent private tutor, for the entire
length of the school term in every scholastic
year.1 2 * 4

The school law also states that all teachers en­

gaged as private tutors and teachers employed to teach in

schools other than the public schools must have the same

qualifications as those employed by the State to teach in
2

its schools.

Miss Eva Crenshaw, teacher at Byrd’s Chapel School,

feels sure that the racial question is the outstanding

cause for the poor system of schools that the Cajuns have.

She also points out the fact that no Cajun is (Q-tigible

to teach school and that she is classed as a Negro teacher

and draws her salary accordingly. However, her salary is
4supplemented by the Methodist Mission.

Many Cajuns have tried to enter the white schools

of Washington and Mobile Counties, but always with no

1. Carmer, Carl, Stars li'ell on Alabama, pp. 267-268.
2. School Laws of Alabama, p. 299.
S. Ibid., p. 301.
4. Personal interview with Eva Crenshaw, Mt. Vernon,

Alabama, May 11, 1941.
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success, because the courts have decided against them.

The following decision, given by Judge J. Blocker Thorn­

ton, is one of the longest decisions ever handed down in

the Courts of Alabama. Its citation here is important

because of two things; (1) A direct descendant of Rose

and Daniel Reed is involved, and (2) a number of similar

cases are referred to by the judge. The following case

was tried in the Circuit Court of Ko bile County, Alabama -

No. 17,339;

STATE OP ALABAMA
UPON THE RELATION

OF
BARBARA YOUNG, ET AL.,

AGAINST
BOARD OP SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS

OF
MOBILE COUNTY, ALABAMA, ET ALS.

This cause coming on to be heard, was sub­
mitted on the petition of the State of Alabama,
on the Relation of Barbara Young, as the Mother
of Travis Levert Everett, Margie Katherine
Everett, Calvin Oliver Everett, and John Oliver
Everett, for mandamus to J. Lloyd Abbott, and
others, composing the Board of School Commis­
sioners of Mobile County, and Mrs. Elizabeth
Morris, as Principal of the Turnerville School
at Plateau, Alabama, instituted in the Circuit
Court of Mobile County, seeking to require the
Board of School Commissioners of Mobile County
to admit Relator's children, of school age, to
the public schools for white children in their
school district; they having been denied ad­
mittance on the ground that they were "colored
children"; and the joint and several answers of
the Board of School Commissioners and Elizabeth
Morris as Principal of the Turnerville School

1. Personal interview with Chauncey Moore, Chatom,
Alabama, May 6, 1941.
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at Plateau, Alabama, in the district where
they offered for admission to school. The
answers admit the allegations of the first
and second articles of said petition, but
further say that the Relator’s allegation that
said children are white children, they aver that
said children are not white children within
the intendant of the Constitution of the State
of Alabama, and consequently are not entitled
to be admitted to the schools conducted by
the Board of School Commissioners of Mobile
County for the education of the white youths
of the county: and further admit that the right
of Relator to send her children to the public
school is a valuable right, but deny that this
right is being refused to Relator or to her
children, and deny the right to attend the
public schools for white children, which denial
infringes no right of Relator and her said
children, but that they had been denied ad­
mittance on the ground that they were "colored
children". This issue was joined by appropriate
pleading-which is resolved into the sole ques­
tion for the court to decide: "whether said
children are to attend the school for white
children, as the law defines 'white children'"•

The burden is on Relator to show affirm­
atively that her children are to attend the
school for white children.

Much evidence was introduced by deposi­
tions and oral testimony on the part of the
Petitioner, and much deposition, documentary
evidence and oral testimony on the part of
the Respondents: and forcible arguments by
learned counsel of the respective parties,
all of which the court has carefully considered,
and here makes its findings:

Without question, all of these children
have a clear legal right to attend the public
schools for the race to which they belong.

Constitution 1901, Section 256 provides: -
"Separate schools shall be provided for white
and colored children, and no child of either
race shall be permitted to attend a school of
the other race". And the legislature, comply­
ing with this mandate, has enacted:  "The
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County Board of Education shall provide schools
of two kinds, those for white children and
those for colored children. The schools for
white children shall be free to all white chil­
dren over six years of age. The schools for
colored children shall be free to all colored
children over six years of age.” School Code
1927, par. 124, (1926 Michie) Sec. 243.

The Legislature of 1927 amended Code 1923,
par. 2, sub-section 5, so as to read, "The
term Negro, within the meaning of this-'Code,
includes ’Mulatto*. The term ’Mulatto’ or
person of color, within the meaning of this
Code is a person of mixed blood, descended on
the father or mother from Negro ancestors,
without reference to or limit of time or number
of generations removed.” Gen. Acts 1927, pp.
716-717.

The miscegenation statute has also been
amended to prohibit intermarriage between any
white person and a Negro, "or the descendant
of any Negro". Gen. Acts. 1927, p, 219.

Upon examination of the general law on
race status, it is revealed that the Courts
have experienced much difficulty and some em­
barrassment in their efforts to determine the
proportion of Negro blood necessary to render
one a "Negro", "mulatto" or "person of color",
but our statute by the last quoted amendment,
has positively settled this question by pro­
viding "The term ’Negro’ includes ’mulatto*
or ’person of color' meaning one of mixed
blood, descended on the part of the father
or mother from Negro ancestors, without refer­
ence to or limit of time or number of genera­
tions removed, and it is to be noted that this
definition is a strict one, - so that, one
drop of Negro blood constitutes a person
legally a Negro, and this is true no matter
how many generations removed it may be traced.

At a moment’s reflection, it is clear
that every individual has an ancestry that
doubles with each generation as we go back.
Most of us know the names of our grandparents;
but few of us can name all eight of our great-
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grandparents, to say nothing of the sixteen
members of the preceding generation, or the
thirty-two parents. The great-grandparents
of your great-grand-parents were 64 in nunber.

The delator in this canse attempts to
trace her children’s blood back by unbroken
chain of generations to Rose Reed and Dan
Reed, - former citizens of Washington County,
Alabama* - who resided there early in the
Nineteenth Century. And her evidence tends
to show that the said Rose Reed was of mixed
blood, half Choctaw Indian and half white,
and that Dan Reed was a white Spanish sailor,
and all intermediate generations are of the
white race. While Respondent’s testimony
tends to show that Rose Reed was a '’mulatto”,
was of Negro and white blood mixed, and follow­
ing respondent’s evidence, it tends to show Negro
blood from Rose Reed down to and including the
children of this Relator on the side of the
father or Everett blood. Now by following
respondent's evidence by transmission of blood
of Rose Reed, through the c ontended successive
generations by starting with Rose Reed, whom they
contend was of half blood Negro and half blood
white, to Elizabeth Reed, her daughter: from
Elizabeth Reed to "Taunty", who married Everett
their offspring being John Everett, Sr., trans­
mitted to John Everett, Jr., to the children
of Barbara Yourg, the Relator, tends to show
the transmission of that blood, whatever it
may be, through six generations. And for the
sake of analysis, if this human blood was
transmitted, and if it can be estimated by
theory (taking for granted satisfactory proof
of it is in the record) and that Rose Reed was
of half black and half white blood according to
respondent’s contention, we find the result as
follows:

The offspring of black and white will be
1/2 black and 1/2 white;Rose Reed’s offspring
of 1/2 black and 2/2 white will be 1/2 of the
1/2 black portion, or 1/2 black: The offspring
of the 1/4 black and 4/4 white will be 1/2 of
the 1/4 black, or 1/8 black: The offspring of
1/8 black and the 8/8 white will be 1/2 of the
1/8 black, or 1/16 black; The offspring of the
1/16 black and the 16/16 mdiite will be 1/2 of
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the 1/16 black or 1/32 black; The offspring of
the 1/32 black and the 32/32 white will be 1/2
of the 1/32 black, or 1/64 black.

If we take for granted this analysis be
true, these children are 1/64 black and 63/64
white, or going back to the starting of this
analysis, out of 63 white ancestors, one, or
the 64th ancestor was a negro.

The course of constitutional and statutory
developments denotes an Increased strictness
on the matters with which they deal on the sub­
ject of miscegenation and classification of the
races. In 1830, in Thurman's case, 18 Ala. 27o,
a mulatto was defined to be one of half white
and half negro blood. The code of 1832, par.
2, sub-section 4, changed the rule, saying,
"The term negro within the meaning of this
Code, includes mulatto, the term mulatto or
person of color is a person of mixed blood,
descended on the part of the father or mother
from negro ancestors, "to the third generation
inclusive", though one ancestor may have been
a white person. Under this law, citizens of
the white and colored race, of the fourth
generation, could intermarry and attend white
schools. This condition and definition was
brought forward in the successive Codes to the
Code of 1896, and there the definition of "negro"
"mulatto", or "person of color" was extended to
descendants of a negro to the fifth generation
of either the paternal or maternal line, though
one ancestor of each generation be a white person

If Respondent's contention be true, John
Everett, Sr., prior to 189©, if he be of mixed
blood, could lawfully intermarry wi1h the white
race and his offspring under that law would
have the status of white people prior to and up
to the statute of 1927. Now, the act which
the court is called on to determine the force
and effect of, places these children of the
Relator in an anomalous condition. They were
brought into the world, each ard everyone of
them, prior to the amended statutes of 1927,
and their status fixed as if of the white race,
and if they had negro blood in their veins,
their parents could not be prosecuted for mis­
cegenation, and if of mixed or colored blood,
it had originated beyond the third generation, 
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and this condition continued until finally the
Legislature of 1927 amended the Code; but now
if they be of "mixed blood" and descended on
the part of the father or mother from negro
ancestors, without reference to or limit of
time or number of generations removed, they
are of the colored race by force of this
statut e.

Of course, it is desirable that rules of
law should be certain and precise; but it is
not always practicable, nor is it practicable
in this instance. Our statute, in effect, pro­
vides that one of "mixed blood", without limit
of time or generation, if it be of African
descent, a mere drop of blood is sufficient to
deny them the right to enter and attend schools
for the white. But, I gather from the opinion
of Justice Bouldin in the case of Farmer vs.
Board of School Commissioners of Mobile County,
22.6 Ala., p. o4, concernirg the law relating to
separate schools for white and colored children,
which was provided following the mandate of
Section 256 of the Constitution of 1909, was
enacted for the purpose of classification, and
further fixing the policy preserving racial
autonomy, and it is thereby definitely defined
by Statute, that anyone who is a descendant of
African or negro race is a negro. Therein he
says;

"This course of Constitutional and
and Statutory development denotes an
increased strictness on the matters
with which they deal. Without elaborat­
ing upon this public policy as applied
to the association of children in their
school life, we conclude the provisions
for separate schools for colored chil­
dren contemplates that no children with
appreciable admixture of negro blood,
shall be admitted to the public school
for white children. This is the con­
struction usually given to similar
provisions in other states.";

and there he cites many authorities; and in
reading other eases from our Supreme Court
rendered since this Act of 1927 under the law
of miscegenation where the question of negro
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blood and admixture with the white race was de­
termined, it seems to be the rule of law that the
status of the individual is not to be determined
solely by the definite and visible mixture of
negro blood, but by reputation, by his reception
into society, and his having commonly exercised
the privilege of a white man; and that his admis­
sion to these privileges regulated by the public
opinion of the community in which he lives, will
very much depend on his own character and conduct,
and it seems from the court’s interpretation of
this Statute, that it is not every admixture of
negro blood, however slight and remote, that will
make a person of color within the meaning of this
law.

The criminal statute, where stricter proof
is required than under the civil school statute,
applying the identical rule in extending the dis­
abilities of the two Statutes to the interpreta­
tion as applied by Justice Bouldin, show plainly
that this school law is a law of classification,
and not of exclusion but is intended and designed
to place in one school the white youth, and in the
other all who have any visible taint of African
blood; and he says farther in said opinion, supre,

There is no evidence, we believe, that
Relator and his family have ever classi­
fied themselves as negroes, or socially
so identified themselves. It was proper
on cross examination to ask the Relator
if he had any social relations with several
white neighbors, naming them. This tended
to shed some light on the issue taken in
connect ion with delator’s direct testi­
mony touching his social relations. The
trial Judge saw and heard the witnesses:
had the children before him. Evidence of
negro blood through their maternal ances­
tors was more direct and persuasive."

The matter of proof now becomes important.
Judge Samford in the case of Weaver vs. State,
22 Ala. App. p. 471, says:

"It is competent for a witness to testify
that a man is a negro or a white man as



39

the case may be, if he knows the type
and is not testifying to a mere conclu­
sion. But when there is an admixture of
the white and negro races, it is not com­
petent for a witness to test!fy to his con­
clusion that the man is a negro within the
third degree; it is also competent to
prove a man’s race by his admissions,
either verbally or by his acts; i.e. that he
says he is a negro, said declaration may be
proven; if he associates with negroes,
in his social intercourse, attending negro
churches, sending his children to negro
schools and otherwise voluntarily living
upon terns of equality socially, such are
acts which may be taken as admissions.
It was proper to prove that defendant’s
grandfather had kinky hair. That is one
of the determining characteristics of the
negro. This also applies to the organs
involving the nose and other features. It
is proper in a case of this kind to prove
the race of defendant by description of
any or all the characteristics belonging
to the negro race, and even a photograph
has been held to be admissible.”

The case of Mullins vs. Beecher, 134 S. W.
1151, holds that a child having 1/16 negro blood
may not attend a school for white children, and in
a more recent case is Isabelle Vail vs. Osyter,
38 Wash. Law Rep., 794, the Court of Appeals of the
District of ?Columbia held that:

”A child possessing 1/j© to 1/16 negro
blood was a colored child,"

Mr, Justice Provosty, Treadway’s case, 52 So.,
560 said;

’’The word, ’colored’ applies no matter
what may be the proportions of the ad­
mixture, so long as the negro blood is
traceable,"

I will now discuss the admissibility of the
evidence as to the several documents, which is
principally hearsay evidence. The Respondents
offered in evidence a statute of the A.1 abarra
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Legislature, approved January 20, 1830, Acts of
Alabama of 1830, page 36; declaring certain alleged
members of this family "free persons of color"; also
a bill of sale from Young Gaines to Ban Heed; a
certified transcript of Probate Judge Lister, namiig
several children of Rose and Ban Reed and known to
him to be ’’free persons of color", and residing in
Washington County; those portions of the United
States Census of 1850 and 1870 which designates "Rose
Reed, Sex female, color, mulatto": and also several
transcripts of the same Census reports naming Reuben
Reed, Matilda Reed, Bella Reed, Blian Reed and Flora
Reed, as being persons of mulatto color, also the will
of Rose Reed, deceased, devising and bequeathing her
personal property to her said children bearing the
same names as shown in respondent's record evidence.

The Court has no doubt whatever of the admis­
sibility of this bill of sale to the ancestor Ban
Reed, such bill of sale is not, of course, admissible
in evidence merely because of the declaration of the
grantor's status, but it is admissible in evidence
upon the theory which manumittal inscriptions and
the like are admitted; that is to say, upon the pre­
sumption that if the recitations in the said bill of
sale of Ban Reed of George Reed had been officious, i,
it would have not been accepted as a conveyance
containing orroacous recitations. A full discus­
sion of the principle is to be found in the case of
Boyatt vs. State, 130 Ala* 77; 3p So* 475. You
will find the same principle under the head of
"Acquiescence’’ in 22 Corpus Juris, 230. There are
many authorities to this effect, but it seems to
me to be manifest, without any authority, that the
acceptance of a bill of sale reciting that one’s
child is a mulatto, and the recording of that bill
of sale, are equivalent to a declaration by the
grantee that his son is a mulatto. I am also of the
opinion that the recitations in the reports of the
United States Census are taken as admissible in
evidence, or, in other words, that any official
record, where facts are required to be determined,
is admissible in evidence to establish those facts,
where the record related to matters of ancient
history, as in this case. It is so stated in 23
Corpus Juris, p. 252, and in the case of Bertram
vs, Witherspoon's Administrator, 127 S. W. Rep.
533, where the court held that a school census was
admissible upon the subject of pedigree; and
besides, that is supported by the presumption of 
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declaration by third persons is admissible upon
the question of pedigree only where it appears,
as it does with the grantee in the conveyance,
that the ancestor acquiesced in the recitations
by permitting the recitation to remain unques­
tioned after they have become public.

In the early ease of White vs. Strether,
11 Ala, 724, and quoted briefly in the case of
Rogers vs. DeBar dele ben Coal & Iron Co., 87
Ala* 15 6, where it is said:

’’Hearsay evidence is never admissible in
such cases (Pedigree and Age) except to
prove the declarations of deceased persons.
The reputation of relationship, if it
existed in the family, must have arisen
from the knowledge of the fact in some
of the members, and conduct of the person
(whose pedigree or age is the subject of
inquiry), or the members of the family
through him, and in either case, the indi­
viduals making the declaration, or witness­
ing the acts and conduct would furnish bet­
ter evidence.”

Also see,
1. Elliott on Evidence, Sec. 321, at

p. 435:
1. Phillips on Evidence (4 American

Ed. from 7th London Ed. p.239•
2. Starkie on Evidence (7th American

Ed. from 3 London Ed. pages 633-
34, 842)

1. Greenleaf on Evidence (15th Ed.)
Sections 433, 494, pages 630, 631,
632.

Respondents also introduced in evidence a birth
certificate of Dr. Webb, a report by him of the
delivery of the offspring of Ed. Everett, (who was
a son of John Everett, Sr.) certifying that Ed
Everett is a mulatto, and his wife a white woman
from Mississippi. As it is competent to make
prefort of a defendant’s father and uncle that a
Jury may Judge for themselves regarding the degree
in which the defendant stood to a negro of the full
blood, (Linton vs. Star, 88 Ala. 216; Weaver vs.
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State, 22 Ala* App* 447) this certificate was
competent evidence for the Court’s considera­
tion of the issue, as it was shown that he was
an uncle of relator’s children; and the children
of Relator were madmprefort, presented themselves
to the court, and it was observed of the chil­
dren, that they had light hair, blue eyes,
straight nose, thin lips, white or clear com­
plexion, and absolutely no physical characteris­
tics which afforded color evidence suggestive
of sign save the Caucasian Race; but notwith­
standing these conditions, under our Statute,
it is only necessary to show one drop of blood
of the negro race as sufficient to exclude one
from the white schools* The very conflicting
and voluminous oral evidence admitted in this
case is not so direct and persuasive to the
Court as is the documentary evidence that these
children have a drop or 1/64 negro blood through
their maternal ancestor, and this regardless of
such evidence touching their social relations
in life. This case presents a most regrettable
situation, but our law and evidence as I find
it, I must decree that they be assigned to other
schools than those provided for the white race.*

It seem that a number of ways to eliminate these chil­

dren have been resorted to by the courts, "'hen no direct

relationship to Rose Reed can be proved, and the courts

feel that there is a relationship, othex* methods of ex­

clusion are used*

The following case, which was tried in the Circuit

Court of Washington County, serves as an example of 

evasion;

DOROTHY TAYLOR AND
HATTIE JEWEL TAYLOR

VS
WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OP

EDUCATION, ET AIS.

1. Court Records of Mobile County, Alabama, kept by
Circuit Clerk, Mobile County, Alabama, 1930*
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This cause is one based upon a petition for
mandamus filed by petitioners against the Principal
of the High School, County Superintendent of Educa­
tion,and bounty Board of .Education seeking to be
admitted to the High School of Washington County,
Alabama. They contend that they are white children,
members of the Anglo-Saxon race, but have been
denied admission by the Principal of said High
School. The case was heard on January 22, 1930,
and taken upon advisement by the Court,

Under the law separate schools must be pro­
vided and maintained for white and colored chil­
dren, and no children of either race shall be
permitted to attend a school of the other race.
A "person of color” prior to the acts of 1927,
was defined in the-Code as meaning a person of
mixed blood descended from negro ancestors to
the fifth generation. By the Acts of 1927,
Page 717, the term "person of color”, within
the meaning of the Code, is a person of mixed
blood, descended on the part of the father or
mother from negro ancestors without reference
to or limit of time or number of generations
removed. In this case petitioners contend
that they belong to the white Anglo-Saxon race
and much testimony was taken on that question.
However, it is not necessary to decide this
question in determining this case because in
the opinion of the ^ourt the petition will have
to be dismissed for other reasons and upon other
grounds•

Under the law the general administration
and supervision of all public schools is vested
in the County Board of -Education. (Section 86,
School Code 1927).

The County Board shall determine with and
on the advice of the County Superintendent of
Education, the educational policy of the county,
and shall prescribe rules and regulations for
the conduct and management of the schools.
(Section 97, School Code 1927).

To this end a very broad discretion is
vested in the Board of Education as to the man­
agement and conduct of the public schools.
(Christian vs. Jones, 211 Ala. 161).
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’’The presumption is in favor of the rea­
sonableness and propriety of the action of the
board." (129 Iowa 441).

"Its acts will not be interfered with nor
set aside by the courts unless there is a clear
abuse of the power and discretion conferred.”
(Wilson vs. Board of Education, 233 Ill. 464).

By the use of the word "supervise" which
means to "manage"."direct", "regulate", and "con­
trol", it clearly appears that it was the legis­
lative intent to make the County Board of Educa­
tion the controlling power regarding all educa­
tional matters in the county, and to give it
full and complete authority in the conduct and
management of the schools. Its acts cannot be
controlled by the courts unless there is a clear
abuse of its power and discretion.

The principals of the High Schools and
Superintendents of Education are nothing more
than the employees of the County Board, charged
with the execution cf the instructions of said
Board. They are the executive officers of the
board and it is their duty to carry into effect
the plans, rules and regulations of said board.
Being subservient to the County Board and subject
to its orders, their action must be considered
that of the board, It is the opinion of the
Court therefore, that mandamus against teachers
and Superintendent of Education for any acts
chargeable to the County Board is not proper,
but said writ should be directed solely against
the County Board.

The evidence in this case shows that the
County Board adopted a resolution that the chil­
dren known as the **ajun children should not be
admitted to the white schools. According to the
testimony of C. C. Smith, Superintendent of Educa­
tion, the official list made up for the high
school does not show who the "Cajuns" are, and
the petitioners claiming that they are no Cajuns
but are white, they cannot contend that they
have been excluded from the white schools by
said resolution. The Superintendent also tes­
tified that their names were on the list of
white students eligible to attend the Washington
County High School and while another list made
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by private citizens had been prepared, leaving
the name of one of the petitioners off* that
this list had never had the sanction of the
County Board of Education nor confirmed by it
in any official way. Moreover* the evidence
shows that one of the petitioners is attending
a white school at Tibbie and her name is on the
list of pupils assigned to that school. From
the evidence of W. S. Taylor, it appears that
Dorothy Taylor has never applied for admission
to the County High School, and the Hattie Jewel
Taylor was refused admission because her name
was not on the revised list..

The testimony further shows that the Princi­
pal of the Washington County High School has
never been instructed to recognize and abide by
the said private or revised list made by the
citizens and has never been authorized or in­
structed by the County Board to refuse admission
to petitioners. The Superintendent states that
he has only called the attention of the Principal
of the High School to the resolution adopted by
the County Board of Education excluding the chil­
dren know as the "Cajun” children from the white
schools, but that he has-never authorized nor
instructed him to exclude petitioners. There­
fore, with nothing before the Court to show that
the County J’oard of Education has ever authorized,
empowered or Instructed the said Principal to
refuse admittance to petitioners, and it not
being shown that petitioners have ever made any
demand upon the said County Board for admission
or brought the fact that they have been denied
admission to the attention of the County Board*
and it. further appearing that one of the peti­
tioners is attendirg school at the present time*
they are not entitled to the writ as prayed for
against the County Board.

The supervision of the schools being vested
by law in the County Board* all educational ques­
tions must be determined and settled by it.
Neither can said board delegate to the Principal
of the High School and other teachers the authority
of saying who shall attend school and who shall not
If the petitioners are white children they are
entitled to admission to the white schools. If
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they are not* but are of mixed blood or per­
sons of color* as defined by the law* they
should be denied admission to the white
schools and a school provided for them by
the Board of Education as is its duty to do
under the law. The members of the board* as
officials cannot escape this responsibility,
nor evade the question by passing it on to
teachers for decision. One teacher might
admit them to school* and another refuse to
do so. In fact* this seems to be the situation
so far as these petitioners are concerned*

The testimony failing to show that the
County Board has acted in this matter* and fail­
ing to show further that petitioners have ever
made any demand upon the said board and a re­
fusal on its part to act* a writ of mandamus
cannot be granted. For aught that is shown
by the record should they bring this matter
to the attention of the board, if their rights
have been denied, the matter would be adjusted
and resort to the extraordinary writ of mandamus
would not he necessary.

In order to lay the foundation for issuing
a writ of mandamus* there must have been a
refusal to do that which it is the object of
the mandamus to enforce. Since the writ never
issues against a party unless he is in default*
it must clearly appear by the allegations of the
petition that a demand has been made upon him
to fulfill his duty and perform the act desired.
When an averment of a demand is necessary the
lack of such averment is fatal.

Mosely vs. Collins* 32 So. 131*
Parker vs. Hubbard* 64 Ala* 203*

There is another reason, which while not
raised by the attorneys in the case* make it
necessary to dismiss the petition. In a joint
petition for a writ of mandamus each party must
have a clear legal right with respect to the
entire cause of action presented* or mandamus
cannot be properly awarded. Goodwin vs.
Sherer, 40 So. 279.

Porothy Taylor is not interested in Hattie
Jewel Taylor’s cause of action nor Hattie Jewel
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in Dorothy’s. Bach one’s right is a personal
right. Their rights are not such as can be
Joined in the same proceeding, and as stated
by the Supreme Court in the Goodwin vs.
Sherer case, the Court should dismiss the
petition far this reason.

It is, therefore, ordered and adjusted
and adjudged by the Court that the petition
be, and the same is hereby denied and dismissed*

Done and ordered this the 17th day of
March, 1930.x

The dismissal of the case of Hattie and Dorothy Taylor

against the Washington County Board of Education served

its purpose. The case was never reopened; the children

were automatically excluded from school; and no member

of the family has tried to enter the white schools since.

The Constitution of Alabama makes provision for

only two types of schools. This is clearly stated in

Article XIV, Sec. 256, which is as follows;

... separate schools shall be provided for
white and colored children, and no child of
either race shall be permitted to attend the
school of the other race...

Since the courts have decreed that the Cajun children

cannot go to the white schools, and they refuse to go to

the Negro schools, it seems that they are destined to

grow up in pathetic ignorance*

It is clearly shown that the Cajun has no voice in

any matter that would tend to shape his destiny toward

1, Court Records of Washington County, Alabama, 1930,
kept by Circuit Clerk, Washington County, Alabama.

2. Alabama Constitution, 1901, Article XIV, Section
256
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becoming a more progressive people. He is forced to

believe that he has no legal rights or responsibilities,

that he has no way of correcting his unsatisfactoiy

living conditions, and that his only choice is to accept

life as it is. His only recourse is to fashion his life

and that of his family on anc estr al customs and practices

If education acts as a stabilizing factor, then the

rulings in our courts have been factors in making life

more miserably unstable for the Cajuns. If in a democ­

racy each person should contribute to the essential wel­

fare of all, again it seems that he is not a participant.

If we enjoy only those things that we take part in, the

Cajuns should not be expected to be intensely interested

in school, churches, social and civic affairs, and the

general welfare of his fellow-man. The courts have not

only barred the Cajun from school, but in so doing have

also barred him from taking part in any social program

outside of his little world that has become a part of

him. He is forced to work with his own group when he

is fortunate enough to get on the W. P. A. The word,

"fortunate” is used because the ones on W. P. A, are

envied by their less fortunate neighbors.

Even though many of the so-called Cajuns are many

generations removed from Daniel and &osa Reed and show

no semblance of Negro blood, the racial question remains

the outstanding factor in excluding them from the white 
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schools. Any descendant of Rose and Daniel Reed is con­

sidered to be a Negro.

The lack of free schooling, it seems, has caused

them to become poor and backward despite the fact that

at one time they were surrounded by unusual natural re­

sources. They seem to have lacked the intelligence and

education that would have assisted them in placing a value

on these resources. Had ample educational provisions been

made for them, perhaps they would not be faced with the

problem of waging war on poverty at present.

I1 or more than a century the Cajuns have been de­

prived of educational opportunities, the very thing that

seems to be necessary to a happy and useful life. Despite

the rapid expansion of educational opportunities in

Washington County during the last two decades, the Cajuns’

opportunities remain the same, and as a result, the Cajuns’

social insight remains unchanged.

The demands which society has made for a more ex­

tended popular participation in the intellectual life have

also failed to reach the Cajuns’ educational problems.

They have not been introduced to the social institutions,

such as language, art, and government, all of which are

basic to civilized life. Their lack of understanding of

economic, social, and political institutions is pathetic.

These handicaps could be erased by the State’s establish­

ing a sound educational system in their midst.
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Free schooling furnished by the State for the Cajuns

would not be a right granted to them but a duty Imposed on

them for the good of the public. It would be a protection

from an ignorant and incompetent citizenship.

In a democracy the citizens face a common responsi­

bility and share a common destiny; therefore, it is

necessary that the quality of individual living be kept

at as near a common level as possible lest the democracy

become a make-shift, or an autocracy. The cultivation of

a social intelligence, an intelligence which the Cajuns

lack, is the responsibility of a democratic state. The

establishing of a plan of economical efficiency is also

a duty of a democratic state. These responsibilities can

be met by a good school system.

Mission Influence

Organization of Methodist Mission

It was during the administration of Mrs. E. V. berry

as president of the Woman’s Missionary Society of the

Alabama Conference that the missionary work of the con­

ference among the Indian Cajuns was established. This

was done cooperatively with the Woman’s Missionary Council

At the executive meeting of the Woman’s Missionary

Society of the Alabama Conference in Troy, February, 1930,

Mrs. M. C. Abercrombie told of the great need for mission

work among the Indian Cajuns of Washington and Mobile
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Counties. Mrs. Abercrombie represented Miss Laura Frances

Murphy, a Scarritt graduate who was teaching school in the

Indian Cajun field, and who knew the dire need for home

missions among the Indian Cajuns of Southwest Alabama*

A special committee was appointed* This committee made

recommendations to the Woman’s Missionary Society of

Alabama to work out plans to help the Indian Cajuns. Mrs.

Abercrombie addressed the Conference, painting a very

vivid picture of a group of tribal people of a mixed race

living near Mt. Vernon, Alabama, who had not been adequate­

ly provided for by the State, and who needed the aid of

the women of the Alabama Conference.

The Beverend S. M. Baker, the Sunday School Exten­

sion Secretary, addressed the Conference on the deplora­

ble condition of the Cajuns, and urged support. The con­

ference voted the support of a home mission special, the

Cajun Mission; Mrs. C. S. McDowell was appointed chairman

of the Home Specials, and each woman was assessed fifty

cents for the maintenance of the special*

Miss Obra Rogers began work as a deaconess in the

Cajun Mission in Southwest Alabama, in September, 1930*

While the Alabama Conference was in session in Tuskegee

in 1931, Miss Obra Rogers and Miss Laura Frances Murphy

told of their work with the Cajuns. They told of a group

of neglected people living apart from the rest of the
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state because of their color, line, and conception of

inequality, a mixed race. They stated that they are a

mixed race of English, Russian, German, Spanish, French,

Negro, American Indian, and Mexican, the last two pre­

dominating. These mission workers found these people to

be unskilled and to be subjected to exploitation. They

found them to be often classed as Negroes. They also

found them to be very illiterate, a fact which they

attributed to a lack of schools.

In the summer of 1932, the conference supplemented

the salary of Miss Laura Frances Murphy so that she could

assist Miss Obra Rogers with her many arduous tasks. The

Methodist Mission has built a community house in which

daily Bible schools, Cokesbury training schools, and

manual training schools have been taught. Recreational

programs have also been sponsored.

In 1934, the Methodist Mission made an addition to

the Community center and sponsored many more programs of

a religious nature. AIL the programs are built around

education.

Miss Eva Crenshaw, deaconess, Miss Muriel Bell,

nurse, and Rev. W. P. Pa tills, pastor, now constitute

the corps of Methodist workers in the Cajun field.

Some Accomplishments of the Methodist Mission

Miss Crenshaw and Miss hell have done much good
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work for all ages in the Cajun Mission, but they have been

particularly interested in helping the young people. The

fact that some of these young people have wanted to go away

to school is evidence enough of their fine work. No high

school is provided for these Cajuns, so when grammar school

is completed, they must either drop out or go away to

school.

In 1937 two young people went to Holding Institute,

Laredo, Texas; in 1938, four; in 1939, five; and in 1940,

eight went to this same school. This is a school for

Mexicans. Hattie Byrd graduated from this school in 1940

and is now attending Sue Bennett College in New London,

Kentucky, The people in Cajun land are very proud of

Hattie. When she comes home for vacation, church attend­

ance is doubled in a short time. She states that she in­

tends to come back to her own people and work when she
2

has graduated.

These young people entering college show the great

influence that the Methodist Mission is exerting. Kiss

Murphy stated in 1930 that no Cajun had ever finished high

school,3 and Kytle stated in 1936 that perhaps some day a

1. Patilia, *ev. 1. P., "Southwest Alabama Mission",
news item containing historical data, Christian Advocate,
May 8, 1941•

2. Personal interview with Rev. «. p. Patilia, Kt..
Vernon, Alabama, Kay 2, 1941.

3. Murphy, Laura Prances, "Cajuns of Southwest Ala­
bama", Alabama Historic al Quarterly, Vol. I, 1930 - Sorin*
p. 76. ‘ '*
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Cajun would finish school and enter college, but that the

day was not close at hand.

problems Faced by the Missionaries

A need for education can be seen in every phase of

life among the ^ajun people. &ace prejudice and illiteracy

are two of the main causes of the present situation of

these folkfci. These two factors have caused an inferiority

complex that is difficult to deal with in most cases. They

shrink from opportunities because they feel that their lot

is a lost cause; they seem to be satisfied to live in the

most horrible conditions with only the bare necessities of

life. Many of these situations are unbelievable to people

who have not seen life as they live it. One of the main

tasks of the missionary is to create a desire on the part

of the Cajun for something better. This can be done only

if some sort of program can be built around their homes.

They have no pride and seemingly no desire to better

their conditions.

They are in dire need of a recreational program.

Most of their time is leisure time, but they are at a

loss as to what to do with themselves, and many valuable

hours are lost.

Another great need is for health service and education

l.Xytle,  Jack, op. cit.
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Realizing this need, the Methodist Mission built two rooms

adjoining the Mission Church at Byrd's Chapel, these rooms

to be used for clinical purposes* Arrangements are being

made to get the Washington County health officer to come

to the Mission twice each month and treat those who are

in the greatest need of medical care*

Alcohol is another handicap that must be overcome by

the missionaries if their program is to succeed* It is

one of the greatest educational handicaps encountered.

Some of the small children come to school with liquor on

their breaths. These same children often come to school

without any lunch. This is the atmosphere in which genera­

tion after generation has grown up, and it seems that it

will take many more generations to break up these prac­

tices that are instilled so deeply into them. The diffi­

culty lies not necessarily in tradition, but largely in

the ignorance of the laws of health - laws which can be

brought to them only through a gradual educational

program.

Organization of the Baptist Mission

After hearing reports of several ministers who had

been stationed in Washington and Mobile Counties, Alabama,

concerning the moral, physical, and social conditions of

the Cajuns, the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist

Convention, at their meeting in 1920, decided to finance 
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a mission program in Washington bounty, Alabama.

Kiss Kartha Walden and Noble Y. beall were sent into

the Cajun field after the Convention closed. They reported

that their work seemed to be hopeless because of the il­

literate state of the Gajuns, and because the Cajuns were

so suspicious of them. However, they stayed several years

in the work and reported that they could see some progress,

especially among the more responsive and intelligent

Cajuns.

The entire expense of the Baptist Cajun Mission was

met by the Home Mission Board for a number of years, but

in 1926 the Baptist Home Mission Board in Atlanta, Georgia,

became interested in the work and took full charge except

for the twenty-five dollars per month that is given by the
1

Woman’s Missionary Union of Alabama.

Purposes of the Baptist Mission

1. To preach and teach the Gospel to a people
who have been deprived of schools, of church,
and of social progress because of color.

2. To instruct and to educate the Cajuns in a
better way of life so they may be able to
live as decent people live. This is done
by means of personal contact, by setting
an example and by demonstration schools*

3. To teach and influence the people to im­
prove their moral and physical lives, and
to have more sanitary home conditions.
This is done by special and appropriate

1. Barnes, J?. M., Secretary-Treasurer, Baptist
State Executive -Uoard, letter to author, July 24, 1941. 
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lectures and training courses.

It is not the purpose of the Baptist Mission to

teach the Cajun that he is a white man, but to teach him

how to live* i'his can be done if sufficient schools are

placed in the Cajun field to insure an opportunity for at
2

least a grammar school education for each of them*

Work of the Baptist Mission

Mrs. Averitt, the Baptist Mission teacher, states

that the Reed's Chapel School had been discontinued when

she and. her husband went into the Cajun field in 1933*

Lack of attendance was the cause. 3he and her husband,

Rev. R. M. Averitt, the Baptist Mission pastor, went be­

fore the 'Washington County Board of Education and begged

for a trial to revive the school. Their request was granted,

but the first year it was hard to keep an attendance of ten,

when the census showed that there were eighty-five chil­

dren of school age in the community. Epr three years Mrs.

Averitt taught in an old church building without desks or

books. The little children were forced to get on their

knees and put their paper on the pews to do their writing

lessons, but the enrollment and interest continued to

increase.

1. Ibid.
2. Ibid.
3. Personal interview with Mrs. R. M. Everitt,

Calvert, Alabama, May 7, 1941.
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Improvements of the Baptist Mission

After having completed the school year 1940-41,

Mrs. Averitt very enthusiastically describes a situation

which is quite different. They have a school building,

made of rough lumber, that has four rooms and plenty of

comfortable desks, and is fairly well equipped. The en­

rollment last year was eighty-six, and three teachers were

furnished to teach them. Their goal for next year is 125

pupils and four teachers.

In addition to building a better school program, the

Baptist Mission, which is the oldest Protestant mission in

the Cajun field, has done much toward the building of bet­

ter home conditions, higher moral standards, and better

social understanding among the Cajuns and the white people

around Calvert, Alabama, where the Baptist Mission is

located.

Perhaps one of the greatest educational experiments

that has ever been done among the Cajuns is being con­

ducted now by Reverend Patilia, who has established an

Agricultural Demonstration Parm. This farm is located in

the Byrd community, which has about seven hundred Cajuns,

all of whom are in desperate financial conditions. The

average Cajun, according to Reverend Patilia, has no idea

about the art of farming. His knowledge is so limited

that he cannot even cultivate a garden, or take care of

his cattle and hogs, but the new stock law which forces 
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him to pen all stock, makes it imperative that he be in­

structed in taking care of the few animals that he is

able to keep.

Reading and writing are essentials to the average

American, but the Cajuns need to be taught how to make a

living worse than they need anything at present. One of

the greatest types of education that can be given to them

now is one that has conservation of timber as its ultimate

goal, and this program is now under way as part of the
2Methodist Mission.

The interest that is being shown by the two protes­

tant missions seems to be a stimulating factor for the

Cajuns. This can be seen by the interest that a few of

them are taking in programs that are set up for them.

Socio-Economic Influence

The social and economic status of the Cajuns is ex­

tremely low, and there is little prospect of improvement.

About the only employment available to them is an occa­

sional Job dipping turpentine, and as always, social

isolation is resulting in social decay.

The school children ask almost daily to go to

nearby homes to get soda for indigestion, which is caused,

no doubt, from poor food that is impropertly cooked,® The

1. Personal interview with Reverend W. P. Patilla,
Mt. Vernon, Alabama, May 2, 1941.

2. Personal interview with Dorcas Dunn, Mt. Vernon,
Alabama, May 2, 1941.

3. Personal interview with Mrs. R. M. Averett,
Calvert, Alabama, May 7, 1941.
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lack of cash income is reflected in part by the diet of

the children.

Mr. Adams, cashier of the Chatom State Bank, the

only bank in Washington County, states that not more than

three or four Cajuns have money deposited in that bank, and

that he doubts if there are many Cajuns who ever have more

than a week's wages at a time. Mr. ^dams also predicts

that the government or some social organization will soon

be forced to take charge of these people in order to

prevent their starving because so many of them do not
1

have the bare necessities of life.

Kytle states in the Milwaukee Journal that to find

the depths of poverty, ohe must find the Cajuns of Wash-
, 2ington County, -Alabama.

Horace Kann Bond, Negro Professor of Education at

jfisk University, visited Cajun land in the company of

some white professors from different universities. In

his report to the American Journal of Sociology, he stated

that there certainly is no riper field in America for

missionary endeavor than in Cajun land, where the homes

are but wretched cabins, giving an impression of squalor

more depressing than can be seen in any Negro cabin in

that part of the country.

1. Personal interview with Irving Adams, Chatom, Ala.
May 17, 1941.

2. Kytle, Jack, op. cit.
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Professor Bond describes a Cajun church-school

house that he visited:

When we entered a Cajun church-school
house, we found it to be a sad affair* The
celing was furnished by shingled roof and
it was in such disrepair that numberous lit­
tle ’’tents of blue” appeared through the
cracks where shingles had been* I'he single
weather-beaten walls were streaked with large
cracks, and the rough board floors showed
gaping holes that called for some little
care in walking around the room. A little
heater stood in one corner but its utility
in even moderately cold weather was doubtful*
Many Negro school houses in the south are in
a condition as poor as the Cajun school, but
one will rarely, if ever, find in the entire
countryside so ramshackle a structure used
by Negroes as a church*1

Kiss Laura Frances Murphy, who for several years

served as Methodist missionary to the Cajuns, describes

their homes as one- or two-room shacks without windows.

Lamps are rarely used by the ^ajuns, and knives and forks

are considered troublesome instruments and are rarely

used* She states also that she had to board in a Cajun

home when she first started her work with them* In this

home she had a room that had no windows, and she was

forced to keep her trunk in the center of the room be­

cause the roof leaked less there than at any other place*

Her chief food, which is the chief food of the Cajuns, was

salt pork, bread, and syrup. Very few Cajuns have gardens

or will eat vegetables. The more progressive ones, however,

1. Bond, Horace Mann, op* cit** pp. 563-564.
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are beginning to plant turnip greens and collards.

She also states that their only legitimate sources

of income are turpentining, paperwood cutting, and cutting

wood to sell to white people. Since these sources of in­

come are so limited, many of them are employed in illicit
liquor traffic in order to make a living.^

Carmer related the following description of a home

that he entered with Dr. Thompson;

I entered a house of shadows. The lan­
tern turning in-the woman’s hand revealed a
wooden bunk against the far wall and on it a
recumbent blanketed figure. At the center of
the room stood a crude table and beside it lay
a box evidently to be sat upon. At the right,
against the wall, were two wide side horses
on which planks had been placed. On the
planks slept three little children, all fully
clothed - a boy and two girls.

Scenes like the one just described, which are typical

of the Cajun’s home, serve as an index into their social

and economic lives. The flat, cut-over, piney-woods lands,

which have very poor roads, very little rural mail service,

very poor schools, practically no churches, seem to be a

part of the Cajun, who knows very little about the outside

world.

Reverend W. ]?. Patilla describes the Cajuns' economic

status as being very low. He attributes their dire econom­

ic condition to two factors - exploitation by whites which

1. Carmer, Carl, op. cit.. p, 2o0.
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has caused them to lose respect for the white race, and

ignorance of the value of property. The average Cojun has

shut himself in from the outside world, and the group has

developed into ”a satisfied people”.

Perhaps no other people could live on as little as

the Cajun. His wants are few because he has heard of only

a few of the necessities of life. His social status has put

him beyond the limit for opportunity. His contacts with the

outside world are few, his social contacts being with his
1

own people.

The Cajuns, because of their social status, are

often barred from our state institutions for the insane

as well as from our schools. When a ^ajun is sent to

Bryce Hospital he is not accepted until the authorities

have been assured by the Probate Judge of the County that

sent him, that he is white. If this assurance is not

given, the patient is sent to the Negro hospital at Mt.

Vernon. Both of these methods have proved to be unsatis­

factory. If the Cajun who is accepted at -bryce is visited

by some of his very dark relative^, difficulty with the

situation is the result. If the Cajun is sent to Mt.

Vernon, his family becomes infunated, and another serious
2problem exists.

Some factors which show the conditions of the Cajuns’

1. Personal interview with Rev. P. Patilia, Mt.
Vernon, Alabama,- May 7, 1941.

2. Personal interview with Dr. W, d, Partlow,
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, July 7, 1941.
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homes that have been brought about bythtsrbeing in the

low income bracket are shown in the following table;

Table 2

Conditions Observed in Twelve Gajun Homes

NumberItems______________ _______________________— --------

No* Rooms; 1
2
3 ___ _____

8
4
0

Lighting; Electric 0
5Kerosene 7

Lighter-knot (lightwood)
Candle —

r
0

Cooking; Stove
Fireplace___________ _ ___

10
2
7

Beds; Homemade
Bought__________________ __ — 5

Chairs; Homemade 0
4Bought 3

Toilets; Sanitary 0
1

Op en 11
_____________Neither____________________________ <T
Time Pieces; . Clocks g

'Watches ?
________________Neither___ ___________ g"
Newspapers; Daily 1

Weekly H
_ _______________ None______________ ____ i
Radios; Battery H
___ _____________None— 12
Telephones; None
_______________________ ______________ —---- ' 1
Phonographs; H

None -- -------- -
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The survey that is shown in the preceding table is

representative of the Cajuns’ homes. Three communities

are represented, as shown by the figures, their princi­

ples of life and methods of housekeeping are very crude.

Their homes are living examples of the common belief

that the income of society is reduced to correspond with

the education of the group. Their economic status, it

seems, is due to an insufficient amount of education to

insure occupational efficiency, to their being deprived

of the right to choose their occupation, and to their lack

of desire and courage.

The inadequacy of roads, which in many Instances are

nothing but mere trails, and the lack of telephones and

mail service are significant factors in determining their

education. These conditions may be the result of their

inability to exert any political influence. The economic

condition surely makes the plight of the Cajun more de­

plorable. THfib retreat from society haflecarriedThtm to a

point where there is no contact with the outside world.

Their homes, churches, and schools are inferior to

those of the Negro. Their education is so limited that

they do very little intelligent purchasing, and they are

wasteful with the little that they possess. Certainly

waste is not a sign of proper education. Certainly homes

like the Cajuns’ are not signs of proper education.

They have not only pulled themselves away from the 
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outside world, but they have also been forgotten by the

outside world. This fact is brought out by a survey of

newspapers that have been printed over a period of years.

This survey shows that not one item has been given to the

Cajun. In fact, he is not mentioned.

A survey shows that there has been no change in the

social and recreational life of the Cajuns through several

generations. This condition probably exists because of

the lack of leadership and finances, due, no doubt, to

their poor educational opportunities.

There seem to be very few activities for the young

people. Their social life consists of old-fashioned

square dances, radio parties, and an occasional church

program. All Cajuns who belong to, or have been placed

with a particular social group, are automatically invited

to attend all social functions given by that group. If

a member of another group attends one of their dances or

parties, trouble is the result. These caste lines are a

reflexion of their parents’ and grandparents’ attitudes.

Because of a lack of opportunity for work the

young Cajun boys have a large amount of leisure time.

Since they have no recreational program and cannot read,

a guidance program in the form of health and play activity

is one of their greatest needs. The church is the only 

character-building organization that is available to

them, and hundreds of them have no access to any church 
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organ! zat ion.

The Cajun girls are considered inferior to the boys

and are in greater need of some sort of an educational

and recreational program than the boys. Their only duty

is to stay in the home and assist their mother until they

are fifteen or sixteen years old; then they must marry or

live a life of disgrace. Their being considered inferior

to their brothers has, no doubt, been one of the main

reasons for there being so many illegitimate children

among them.

Superstition as an Influence

Any plan of education which does not take into account

the mental conditions and the inheritances of the people

for whom it is devised must be counted irrational and lack­

ing in essential elements, because no people progress be-
1

yongf the limits set by their superstitions.

Sentiment and superstition chain these people who

live in the piney woods of ’Washington County, Alabama.

Traditional ideas of ghosts, witches, and magicians are

accepted without question. Eespect for dead relatives

causes them to cling to old customs and to accept tradi­

tion without question.

1. Dressier, Fletcher Bascomb, Superstition and
Education, pp. 212-234.
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Illustration 3

The home-made chair, the window shutter, and the

one-room home, without shutter illustrate, to some ex­

tent, the poverty-stricken condition of the Cajuns.

This home is as bare of necessities inside as on the 

outside
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Superstition kills the introduction of new prac­

tices. Because it is an ill omen to move into a new

house as long as the old one stands, an uneducated mother

and her equally socially backward husband must live in

the mother’s girlhood home as Ipng as it is possible,

even though it is only a shack.

Superstition a Health Factor

Kiss Murphy tells of visiting a young mother who

had been suffering with a severe headache for several

weeks. When she questioned the young woman about her

daily activities, she found to her astonishment that the

young mother had not bathed in eleven months because her

mother-in-law had told her that she would die if she bathed

before the baby was a year old. She persuaded the young

woman to bathe, and her headache soon disappeared, but

she lost the respect of the mother-in-law.

There is one great tragedy among the Cajuns of

Washington County, Alabama, that often causes more suffer­

ing than their extreme poverty. This is a form of black

magic, known to them as ’’conjure”. It is a curse which

only years and greatly increased educational advantages

can remove. To them, conjure is an actual, living thing,

a definite part of their lives. The casting of spells

1. Murphy, Laura Frances, op. cit.. pp. 77-79. 
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is practiced constantly through the medium of scheming

conjure doctors and conjure women.

Like the uneducated Negroes of Southeastern,. Alabama*

the Cajuns live in constant dread of having ”the evil”

placed upon them. There are any number of unusual concoc­

tions - devil dust* love powder, murder salve, and numerous

others; and the Cajuns never doubt their magic.

Ho?/ to Conjure

If anyone has an enemy whom he wishes to punish with

disease or death, he resorts to the hair. To cause the

victim to suffer from constant headache, a lock of his

hair is burned in a hickory-wood fire. To bring upon him

an attack of rheumatism, the hair is pulled and twisted

until the individual hair breaks. To cause swelling, the

hair is boiled. To bring about death of the hated one,

the hair is chopped into short pieces, wrapped tightly in

an old rag, and, on a stormy night,tossed over the shoulder
g

into running water.

Kytle tells of an aged Cajun woman living near Kt.

Vernon, Alabama, who will not remove her bonnet under any

circumstances except in the privacy of her shanty, and

then only with the door securely fastened. Years ago this

1. Kytle, Jack, op. cit.
2. Ibid.
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Cajun had a bitter enemy whom she boasts of having killed

with a spell* Now she lives in constant terror lest some

member of his family cast a spell in revenge and kill her.

Children swarm to her to hear her tell of her weird ex-
, 1perienoes,

Dressier claims that when we allow children, or

purposely direct them, to develop a credulous and super-
g

stitious faith, we thereby do them a permanent injury.

On the psychological side, belief in magic is a clear

mark of ignorance. V/hen Ignorant of the real forces back

of phenomena, man imagines various forces, and thus satis­

fies his need for explanation. As explanation grows more
2

complete and systematic, belief in magic is reduced.

The Cajuns 1 2 3 4 education is so limited that he is un­

able to understand how magic works, and, furthermore?he is

unable to see that it does not work. This belief has

prevented their taking part in many things that would have

increased their education. For instance, if they start to

church and see lightning, they turn and go back home because

that is a sign that the devil is after them.

Mrs. S. Byrd, Cajun woman, gave to the writer the
4

following lists of the most common Cajun superstitions;

1. Kytle, Jack, op. oit.
2. Dressier, Fletcher Bascomb, op. cit., p. 220,
3. Munroe, Paul, Cyclopedia of Bduoation. Vol, III-

IV, p. 106.
4. Personal interview with Mrs. 8, Byrd, Mt. Vernon,

Alabama, May 6, 1941,
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Core of mother and child* It la considered bad luck

to lay a baby on a table. No one should ever take a lighted

lamp from a room in which a baby is born until the mother

and baby oun leave the room together, failure to observe

thia precaution will cause the death of the mother or the

baby. If a man steps over a baby’s foot, the baby will

have colic. The mother must chew some part of everything

she eats and put it into the baby's mouth until it has

teeth. A child who appears to be exceptionally smart is

not expected to live.

Many mothers bite off their baby's nails to prevent

the child's becoming a thief* If a child sees himself in

the mirror he will have difficulty teething, and if he

sees himself before he is one year old, he will have bad

luck. A pregnant woman must not wash her hair during

pregnancy nor for two months after her baby is born. It

is thought that a woman suffering from labor pains will

get relief by hanging the hat of the father of her child

on the head of her bed.

Relief of bodily pain. It is thought by many that a

nail puncture in the foot will cause no discomfort if the

nail is driven into a tree as soon as possible. Toothache

is cured by placing a splinter from a lightning-struck

tree to the affected tooth. It is believed that warts

1. Personal interview with Mrs. 8. bj-rd, MX. Vernon,
Alabama, May ©, 1941.
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can be removed by tying knots in a string and burying the

string at the crossroads by moonlight*

Rash and other disorders of the mucuous lining of

the mouth are treated by giving to the patient a mixture

of parched hog’s hoof and honey.

An unusual remedy for whooping cough has been used

for generations. Those afflicted with this dreaded disease

are given milk from a mare that has a young colt. Imme­

diate recovery is the result. To relieve a rise in tem­

perature, the practice of applying wet collard leaves to

the head and then greasing the body with quinine and lard

is often resorted to, especially in severe cases.

Bad luck omens. To receive an open knife and return

it closed is considered bad luck. Por a sick person to

dream of his dead relatives, especially one of his parents,

is a sign of the approaching death of the one who is ill.

The vine, Wandering Jew, which is known to the Cajuns as

"Down Life", is often planted on the porch in buckets.

If it is permitted to grow long enough to touch the ground,

this growth is considered an omen of death in the communi­

ty.

Love vine. If a person wishes to know who his mate

is to be, he may throw a piece of love vine over his left

shoulder, at the same time naming his sweetheart. If the
vine grows, the couple will marry.1

1. Personal interview with Mrs. L. Byrd, Mt. Vernon,
Alabama, May 6, 1941.
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The wake. The Cajun’s social life often comes

from queer sources* as is shown by Miss Murphy's descrip­

tion of the ’’Wake”.

The ’’Wake", as described by Mias Murphy, is a most

unusual kind of a ’’socialized” funeral. Soon after she

was assigned to the Methodist Mission, a man died and

his body was brought to the home of a brother who lived

near the place where she was boarding. She was forced

to attend or stay alone; therefore* she chose to go.

The men and women began gathering early in the

morning to pay their respects to the bereaved ones. The

children played in the yard as they waited for their

parents. Coffee was served all during the day to all who

wanted it. By afternoon, the crowd had increased until

the yard and house were overflowing. Neighbors chatted

quietly about various topics; the children romped about

the lighter-knot fire. As dusk came on, women who were

related to the dead man cooked and made coffee contin­

uously for the guests. About 9 P. M. the singing of

hymns was begun by people on the porch of the house in

which the corpse was laid out. The singing continued

until 11 P. M., at which hour the group began to leave*

By 12 P. M. only a few people remained. This group went

into the kitchen, where a mid-night meal was served.

After midnight, the group sang hillbilly songs until 4 A.

M. No one slept. When the man was lowered into the 
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grave, the next day, each man, woman, and child marched

by and threw some dirt on the casket.

Summary

Facts presented in this chapter are facts which have

conditioned the education of the Cajuns. The tendencies

shown have been toward less education and a lowering of

their earning power. The general educational background

is unfavorable. Perhaps all of these facts cannot be

seen as immediately applicable to the Cajuns' educational

opportunities, but the two court decisions, the work of

the mission schools, and the present status of their schools

show how certain pressure has determined their education.

Further evidence of the courts' influence is advanced in

the citation of other cases that have been unfavorable to

them. The unfavorable decisions of the courts, the neglect

of school authorities, and the shrinking attitude of most

Cajuns, has tended to push them deeper into their already

deplorable condition.

In this chapter are seen some of the most signifi­

cant things that have influenced the Cajuns' education.

Their jealousy and their social status even among them­

selves have conditioned their opportunity. Their being

segregated into clannish groups has produced a people

who seem to thrive on black magic, conjure, and supersti­

tion
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The mission influence is a most powerful influence

in promoting educational programs for the Cajuns on a

wide scale. The influence is shown by the number of

pupils who have been inspired to go away to school, and

by the increased enrollment in the Baptist Mission School
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CHAPTER IV

SIMY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The problem undertaken in this study is the col­

lection and compilation of the materials relating to the

history of the Cajuns of Washington County, Alabama, and

some factors influencing their education.

In order to establish the racial background of the

Cajuns, it was necessary to trace facts concerning the

lives of Daniel and Rose Reed to the time when they made

their first appearance in Washington County, Mississippi

Territory. According to authorities, Rose was brought

to the Territory by a family named "Gaines”, who settled

at St. Stephens, which later became the territorial

capitol of Alabama. Facts seem to show that Daniel's

love for Rose prompted his coming to Washington County.

No specific facts are available which show their

exact location until February, 1818, when Dajjiel called

on the Legislative Council of Alabama for authority to

emancipate his slave, Rose. His request was granted.

The Council of Alabama Territory classified Daniel a

freed Negro and Rose as a Mulatto. Again in 1820, Daniel

petitioned the Legislature of Alabama for authority to

emancipate two of his daughters. They too, were classi­

fied by the Legislature as Mulattoes.
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After the emancipation of his wife* Daniel built a

home in Southwest Washington County. This home, which was

centrally located on the Washington County-Mobile road*

served as a stopping place and boarding house for travellers

from Choctaw and Northern Washington Counties. By operat­

ing this boarding house and a blacksmith shop, Daniel was

able to save enough money to purchase one of his sons by

1828.

Daniel and Rose continued to live at this same place

until his death in 1844. His will* which was probated

during the year of his death* lists his children* who were

to share equally in his property.

Daniel and Rose had eight children, five girls and

three boys. The girls* with the exception of Lucretia,

who died early in life* married white men. The boys all

married Mulatto sisters, from each of these unions came

large families of varying complexions and racial features.

These children* who resented being called Negroes* were

named "Cajun" by Senator “'alter McRae* who thought that

they resembled the Cajuns of Louisiana, and they have

continued to go by that name until the present time.

After Daniel's death* Rose continued to live at the

old home place for some time. It was there the enumerator

of the Federal Census for 1850 found her and some of her

children. The enumerators of the Federal Census of 1850
and of 1870 list:1. Rose, her children, and her grandchildren, 
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with one exception, as Kulattoes.

When Rose Reed’s will was probated in 1878, the

names of her children were again listed. Even though

these children have been listed as Mulattoes on numerous

occasions, they have never classed themselves as such.

This fact is especially true of the descendants of the

daughters. However, this may be attributed to the lack of

strict laws dealing with miscegenation at that time.

The racial background of the Cajuns is directly

responsible for their present school problem. It is not

only a problem between them and the white race, but also

a problem among themselves, facts show that in some

instances they have refused to attend school with their

relatives, Because of their racial background, the

whites refuse them admittance into their schools, and they

refuse to attend the Negro school, Since they are denied

the rights of white citizens and refuse to accept the

Negro as their equal, they have pulled away from both

groups and settled into small, compact groups of their

own.

The courts of Washington and Mobile counties have

decreed that they shall not attend white schools. The

basis for excluding them is their racial background.

Their being excluded from the white schools has also

excluded them from personal contact outside their own

group, and as a result each generation is becoming more
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ignorant •

The work of the Baptist and Methodist missions is

the only influence that is making areal contribution to

the Cajuns’ needs for instruction in religion, schools,

health, sanitation and recreation. The Baptist mission

workers have succeeded in promoting a better school, better

moral conditions among the Cajuns, and better living con­

ditions. The Methodist mission workers have succeeded in

sending one Cajun Girl through high school, and have done

excellent work with their health program. The demonstra­

tion farm that is operated by the Methodist mission is

another example of the progressive work that is being

done by these two Protestant missions.

It seems that the social status which has been

awarded the Cajuns has driven them into isolation, and

this Isolation is resulting in social decay. Society,

has, by classifying them as Negroes, forced them to

think that they are a forgotten people without hope or

courage, and their social program remains the same genera­

tion after generation.

The Cajuns' economic condition, inmost instances,

is deplorable. The virgin forest is gone, and with it

went the only means known to them for making a living.

Their homes are mere shacks without windows, without

ceiling, and, in many instances, without a sufficient

roof to keep their meager furniture dry. Homes like 
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their^s show a need for education. Their economic condi­

tion seems to be the result of illiteracy, for it tends

to show that they do no know how to purchase or to save.

Superstition and loyalty to family tradition have

been and still seem to be factors which partially deter­

mine the present educational status of the Cajuns*

Their sentiments and superstitions appear to have

become a part of their lives* These factors condition

their religion, education, recreation, association, and

health progress* Sy applying traditional ideas of conjure

magic, and superstition to their lives they are able to

satisfy their frustrated consciences. To them, life with­

out conjure, sentiment, and superstition would be empty*

In light of the facts revealed in this study, the

following recommendations are presented as possible

means whereby Cajun education in Washington County,

Alabama, may be improved:

■fciecommendat ions

1* County establish a junior high school with voca­

tional agriculture and home economics departments, with

provisions to add one grade each year until a complete

high school course is offered.

This recommendation is based on the fact that there

is no high school for the Cajuns. This fact is pointed

out in Chapter III. The vocational agriculture and home 
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economics departments would serve them in building a

better farm program and better home conditions. As la

pointed out in the body of the thesis* their knowledge

of farming and care of the home is very limited.

2. County establish shod bus transportation which

will be in reach of every child.

This seems to be necessary because many of them are

not in reach of any kind of school* and it is not known

whether they are interested in school or not. Bus trans­

portation provided for them would give the attendance

officer a chance to force them to go to school* which

would* perhaps* bring about better living conditions.

3. County establish/wx IT. Y. A. work shop for the

boys and a sewing and cooking project for the girls.

The work shop for the boys would* perhaps* be

instrumental in taking care of their leisure time* and

too, it could serve the homes by making furniture for

them that is badly needed. The sewing and cookiig project

for the girls slhould be a great aid to the girls who marry

early in life without knowing how to make a home.

4. County provide a community recreational program.

This program should be established in order to ac­

quaint them with new methods of play so that they will

not be forced to rely on ancestral customs for patterns.

This program should show them some of the better ways to

spend their leisure time* and create in them a desire for 
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a higher type life.

5. County provide for the showing of health and

educational pictures.

Since most of the Cajuns have never seen a picture

show, it seems that the showing of health and educational

pictures would be an excellent aid in creating an interest

in them for something better.

6. County provide for the home demonstration agent

to meet with the Cajun women at least twice a month.

These meetings should be planned so as to stimulate

an interest for more sanitary conditions in the home and

teach the women to plan and cook their meals so that they

will get full value for their money spent.

7. County provide for cooperative buying by estab­

lishing a local farm bureau unit.

This unit should be instructional as well as

economical* because part of their desperate economic

plight is due to their Inability to make intelligent pur­

chases. This unit should have conservation of timber and

soil as one of its purposes* because their failure to

conserve has been a factor in bringing them to their

present economic state.

6. County establish an adult educational program.

This* it seems* is necessary in order to show the

parents the value of an education to them. If they fail

to realize the value of an education* it would perhaps not

be necessary to provide a high school and transportation.
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