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This delightful book contains color photographs of seven common flowers: the 

poppy, tulip, rose, lily, peony, orchid, and begonia. Penn's camera captures the 

essence of delicacy, beauty, and form, and, at the same time, depicts in detail 

basic botanical features such as stamens and pistils. The photographs show the 

flowers in various stages of development, from bud, to full bloom, to early death. 

In each stage the flowers exhibit varied qualities and features; thus the reader 

enjoys, on every page, a new and exciting visual experience. Overall, the 

presentation achieves a nice symmetry, especially where placement of different 

species of the same flower occurs on opposing pages. Physically, the book is well 

produced, with quality paper stock and handsome binding. For collections that 

emphasize photographic art. 

John H. Sandy, The General Libraries, The University of Texas at Austin 
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Library Journal, a trade publication, publishes brief book reviews. The reviews are 

intended as a book selection tool for public and academic libraries. Even so, others 

will benefit too. 

 


